Summary of ESL PSA Executive Meeting, March 30, 2009
The ESL PSA met face-to-face on March 30, 2009. Guests, Emilie Hillier, the Coordinator of ESL, Ministry of Education and David Halme, BCTF ESL PSA Liaison were invited to the meeting. A variety of issues were discussed with Emilie and David.

Reports are provided by the president, secretary, treasurer, chapters and membership. The treasurer reported the ESL PSA is currently standing at approximately $15 000. And, although last year’s Vision Day cost $7000, the purpose of the day is to obtain representation from around the province. After the chapter report, there was a discussion about the definition of a chapter. Concerns were raised that if an ESL/D chapter is connected with another PSA chapter that ESL/D might not be discussed or be the focus. Chapters should be exclusively ESL/D not embedded with other chapters. The intention of the ESL/D chapter and with all who are involved is ESL/D discussion; however other organizations are welcome to join the meeting. Membership in the ESL PSA is part of the criteria. The ESL PSA currently has 386 members. 
One of the privileges of being a member of the ESL PSA is the newsletter. The next issue will be available in early June. Submissions for the newsletter are due by May 15. Another way to access information from the ESL PSA is through the web page. Updates needed to keep the web page current were also discussed. 

A good part of the meeting was used to discuss the plans for the ESL PSA Conference on October 23, 2009 at John Oliver Secondary School. This year’s conference is “Diversity: Expect, Respect and Celebrate.” The workshops are organized in the following strands: ESD, Cultural and Linguistic Support Services, Working with Refugees, New to ESL, Writing/Grammar, ESL Learners with Additional Challenges, Oral Language Development. On-line registration will be available for this year’s conference.
 A discussion of old business included the Fraser Valley mini-conference which had to be cancelled due to poor weather and reports for committee reps. New business included a motion to investigate the carrying bag and donations of bag items for the conference, an update on the TESOL conference in Denver and plans for Vision Day on May 8, 2009, our next face-to-face meeting.
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