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Have you looked in the book?
The  Reports and Resolutions  book contains the motions that will be coming to the
floor of the AGM — including VESTA’s motions approved in December.  VESTA
sends 35 delegates to the AGM to debate and vote on the matters contained in this
book.

Please discuss with your staff so you can give feedback to VESTA’s delegates to
the AGM.

The BCTF Annual General Meeting will be at the Downtown Hyatt March 17-20. All
members are welcome to drop by, visit the delegation, and speak on issues.

A strong majority of Vancouver
parents — 87.5 per cent — say the
provincial government should fully
fund a flexible public school
experience.
   The information was gathered from the 1160 parents who completed a
Vancouver School District’s Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) online survey
about parent attitudes toward school fees and education funding.
   “We received an outstanding response from the 1160 parents who were
concerned enough to fill out the online survey,” says DPAC Chair Julianne
Doctor. ”We’d like to thank all the parents who took the time to do the
survey. Without their participation, we wouldn’t have such a comprehensive
report.”
   While survey respondents include a sampling of parents with children
across the grades, the majority were parents of high school students. The
highest level of responses came from parents of grade eight and nine
students, followed by grade 11 parents. Most of the parents reported a
combined family income of $60,000 + per year. The demographic appears to
be in line with Stats Canada figures currently available.
   “Parents are sending the message that we can’t live up to the foundational
goals of public education if the costs of doing so are dependant on financial
resources of their families or of their local PACs,” says Doctor.  “The whole
intent of public education is to raise and pool the required funding via the
public taxation system, so that it can be distributed to give each child a fair
chance, regardless of where they live or who their parents are.”
   When asked in the survey if they believed that core subjects include such
things as fine arts, industrial arts, home economics, technology and PE for
example, 89 per cent agreed or strongly agreed. These families also said
the Ministry of Education should be fully funding Fine Arts, Technology, PE,
textbooks and workbooks, computers, playground equipment and library
books. Given the Ministry of Education’s focus on PE and Healthy Schools,
it is no surprise that 74 percent of parents feel that the government should
pay for playground equipment.
   “Core programs should not be fee-based. However fees can be added to
enhance the program,... and subsidies made available so that no child is
excluded.”
   The majority of respondents said that PACs should not be relied on to fund
the things they are currently spending the most money on, such as
technology, computers, playgrounds, drama and band equipment and
libraries.
   While parents in Vancouver indicated in the survey that it is completely
appropriate for the government to fully fund core subjects, they have no
problem paying fees for such things as band instruments, supplies, sports
academies and band trips.
   “The extracurricular activities are the “spice” in the school year, and I have
no problem paying for this...” one parent commented.

Julianne Doctor, Chair, Vancouver DPAC
Steve Baker, Vice-Chair

Don’t rush
to close
schools!
The cat is now officially out of the bag. After over a year of

rumours, the VSB trustees have now acknowledged
publicly that they are looking at a range of options—

including school closures—to address continued declining
student enrolment in the district.
   A significant decline is also being projected for the 2007-2008
school year and beyond. Two weeks ago, trustee Don Lee told
The Georgia Straight that trustees are actually looking at closing
one or two schools. If that happens, he said, it would probably be
by 2008.
   Trustee Lee also said in the Straight that there were other
possibilities being considered, including the renting out of
facilities, the use of space jointly for daycare, and running classes
for special-needs students in cooperation with nonprofit groups.
   NPA board chair Ken Denike told the Straight that trustees and
management will have a “full facility and program review” before
making adjustments, which he said could include relocating
programs from one school to another. In his stated opinion, the
possibility of school closures depends on the whole issue of the
overall review.
   With 18 secondary schools, 75 elementary schools, 16
elementary annexes (plus other properties owned around the city
from which the VSB derives rental monies) and fewer students to
go around, there is lots to consider.
   However, school closures should be the last possible resort for
our school district. Declining enrolment isn’t going to continue
forever – but more importantly: we cannot quantify the importance
of maintaining as many small, neighbourhood schools as
possible.
   There will be lots of discussion about this over the next few
months  - so make sure to participate! Talk to your parents and
talk together as a staff so that the best decisions are made for
students and the community.
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Winter Representative
Assembly Report

VESTA acknowledges the joint traditional
territory of the Musqueam, Tsleil Waututh,

Squamish, and Sto:lo Nations.

We miss you and are sending all of our
positive thoughts your way!
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The Representative
Assembly (RA) is a
scheduled two-day

meeting of elected BCTF
members from around the
province. Your VESTA Local
Representatives (LRs) meet for
a full day before the RA begins.

   That day has a rhythm of its
own.  Over breakfast coffee, the
VESTA LRs catch up on news
from the Association and their
schools.  Then we start the

detailed task of making certain
we have all the necessary
reports, minutes and resolutions
that have been mailed out to our
homes organized to match the
BCTF agenda.  Phone calls to
the BCTF or the VESTA office
result in the latest materials
being faxed to the hotel for us.
With all the paperwork in place,
we systematically read and note
questions for every set of BCTF
Executive Committee (EC)
minutes.  By lunch, the LRs have
dealt with minutes from eight EC
meetings plus the Stewardship
Report from the Fall RA.

   After lunch our focus is on the
resolutions submitted by other
locals and on the BCTF
response to Bill 33.  VESTA LRs,
acting on advice from our local,
spend most of the afternoon
redrafting the proposed Bill 33
plan including formulating
support statements and
discussing how to work with
other locals that might also want
changes.  By the time we finish
at 5:30, we are ready for the 9:00
am Friday call to order!

   As you can see, your
VESTA Local Reps to the BCTF
like to be prepared – and it
serves us well.

    At each RA, the BCTF
schedules a major speaker on
educational issues.  The Winter
RA heard from Dr. Paul Shaker,
Dean of Education, SFU.  He
addressed us on Enron, The
Fraser Institute and Single
Indicator Accountability.  He has
made it a personal mission to
challenge the Fraser Institute and

its report on schools based on
FSA results.  Dr. Shaker in turn
challenges all of us as teachers
to be informed, to inform others
and to remember that these are
children’s lives and futures we
are dealing with.  Go to
www.educ.sfu.ca for a more
complete report of his remarks.

   After such a powerful
argument to resist narrow
assessment and confined
curriculum, it was time to
refocus business.  The BCTF
Leadership Report was next.
VESTA LRs suggested that the
BCTF include in their report on
school fees the following:
progressively removing all
government funding from
independent schools, and
pressuring the government for
sufficient funding for free public
transportation for all school-
aged children in BC.

   Rethinking Accountability
and Education Funding/Bill 33
were main topics of the RA.  For
the Accountability discussions,
the RA moved into committee
meaning that all discussions are
between BCTF members and
are not public at this time.
VESTA worked with other locals
to develop recommendations to
take to the AGM.  The focus will
be FSA, school and district wide
tests, and provincial
examinations.

   As part of the update on Bill
33, local presidents reported on
the positive results of press
conferences held around the
province.  It is clear that the

government is not funding
districts to meet the provisions of
Bill 33 and that declining
enrolment does not necessarily
mean declining need .  VESTA
LRs reminded the meeting that
the Bill 33 issues should be seen
in the context of the long term
goal – the restoration of our
Working and Learning Conditions
within our Collective Agreement.

   With this in mind, VESTA,
working with other locals, made a
number of amendments which
strengthened the action plan.

   Quite a few other topics were
discussed, deliberated, and
decided upon at the RA. If you’re
interested in more details, ask
your Staff Rep for the full
Representative Assembly Report
that was included in their
February Staff Rep Kit.

Pat Gudlaugson
Fleming Elementary
Local Rep to the BCTF
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for Adult Educators:
14 March

for K-12 Teachers:
15 March




