Trustees listen miently to ouigomg presndent R
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0ver 400 trustees from
throughout B.C. gathered at
‘the Hotel Vancouver April 29
~through May 2 for the BCSTA’
‘annual meeting.

Public funding for independ-
ent schools was the only
“subject to spark coniroversial -
debate in an othervmse quiet
meeting.

Also causing some upset was
the withdrawal of the Victoria
‘board and the rejoining. of the
‘Langley board.

‘Highlights of the meetlng
included the opening by B.C.’s
Lieutenant-Governor  Walter
Owen, keynote speaker

Graham Down who spoke on
" the ‘back-to-the-basics’ move-
ment Educatlon thster Pat

endma Hamtlion at the BCSTA annual meetmg
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McGeer and the elections
which saw installed as new
president North Vancouver’sf
-Cliff-Adkins.- —

Some 40 motlons were
presented at the meeting in-
cluding that of the question of
public funds for independent
schools. The motion to have
Bill 33 — Independent Schools
Support Act — withdrawn was
overwhelmingly supported by

frustees.

Trustees voted in favor of a
motion to reguest. the pro-
vincial and federation govern-
ments to set out guidelines
governing. the portrayal of

| violence on TV.

~ Also. carried was a motlon
for the BCSTA to express its

orth . V;‘a

Nv- LU N ;v
Adkms is the r

Adkins, who . was:

Cligf Adkins

stroynger publi

presxdent of
‘the B.C. School n'us;ees Asso-
c1at10n :

Elected by acclamatlon

vice-
presndent of the orgamzatlon )
_education
.democratic"school system.
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education.

- Adkins told frustees at the‘
'BCSTA’s four day annual

meeting  that = strong school
board control of the public
is vital to " a

The new president, who
takes over from Rendina
Hamilton, a lawyer in Pen-

| ticton, has been on the North

Vancouver board four years

-and the BCSTA executwe for-
three.

The assocnatlon S new vice-

‘president, also elected by

acclamation, is- former BCSTA

director Dave Kandal of -Ab-

botsford.

The two new dxrectors are
Rubymay Parrott of Saanich
“and Aﬂeen Fletcher of Powell
Rlver

: '»Percent return - - 47 12
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support of the mmlstry s Work
Experience Program and the
Career Education Program.

Defeated was a motion to
make available to students all
scientific evidence and re-
search relating to the origins of
life and that equal time be
given to scientific creation and
evolution and that both be

taught as theory only S,
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BCTF repe

attend

mea'emrum

The BCTF will parhmpate in

the B.C. Moratonum Coalition
and send *two members Jim
MacFarlan and Peter Mmshull
as representatives.

A sum of $500 will be contn- »

buted toward a conference
May 97-29 in - Vancouver on
Northern Develonment arr‘

local associations are en-

couraged to send delegates.

The object of the coalition is
to challenge present: trends in
northern development.

Orgamzatlons involved in-
clude the B.C. Federation of
Labour, Oxfam, United
Church, ‘United Native Indians,
SPEC, Lutheran Church, Com-
nuttee for Justice and Laberty,
UN Association, Catholic
Church, Union of B.C. Indian

Chiefs, and Anghca'l Church.

; "Referendum baliotmg reporti

,'Ballots maxled 29 539
| ' Ballots retumed — 13, 919

| Yes — 5,446

By Annelte Croucher

B.C.’s school trustees voted
two to one against the provin-
cial government’'s plan fo
provide public funding for
independent schools.

Trustees in a 198 for and 112
against vote called for with-
drawal of Bill 33, the govern-
ment’s Independent Schools
Support Act introduced in the
legislature March 30.

James Swanney, Nechako,
said the motion is a matter of
principle and that a govern-
ment should not promote a
separatist, elitist system.

‘Look to Ireland which has
had separate schools for
centuries if you want to see

what could happen,” he
suggested.
‘T feel we should throw out

the minister’s proposal. Public
money must be spent by the
public.’

~During debate, a number of
trustees mentioned the
education mnmster s state-
ments that ‘new’ money and
not ‘public’ money would be
used to fund the independent

'schools.

Eunice Parker, Coquitlam,
said trustees must support the
concept of public meney to be
given to schools under public
control.

“The monies will still come

out of the public purse,
probably general revenue,
mlmster S

despite  the '
statement.” -

‘We must do somethmg

before it is too late and

“everything is fmahzed ) “she = :
- Bill 33 would allow for dnscrxm-
ination and that it would en-

‘courage all the denommatxons

stressed.

Bill Holdom, Nananmo who"
supported the motion said the
pubhc school system could

sure use some of this ‘new’
money the minister is either
finding or printing.

He said separate schools
support things that are not
available in public schools.

However, he said, the public
should. be trying to put these
things into public schools.

Earle Buckley, Central
Okanagan, was against the
motion saying that discussion
of where the money comes
from is a ‘red herring.’

‘What is important is first
that it is public money and
second how it is controlled and
used.

‘We in the BCSTA already

‘support the concept of in-

dependent forms of education.
We support three independent
universities and several com-
munity colleges.

‘Bill 33 would just provxde
some alternative choices at the
elementary level that we have
long demanded at the secon-
dary level,’ he said.

Buckley felt the people
putting forward the motion
(Coquitlam / Burnaby) - were

‘heavily teacher dominated’

and that the preamble. to the
motion resembled BCTEF

policy.

Hugh Robms Prmce Rupert
there are problems; ,
enough without adding in-
‘If they
close their doors we will have

said
dependent schools.

to plck up the cost,’ he pomted
out.

wF.

to establish sehools

Mamﬁeeenson retsres tais June. E-tere he teths with Nancy Miles, cneof o

the many old friends who came fo pay reseeets e‘t the Eest Keeteeev Qes-}‘ i

tract Ceem':ai getheﬁ-mg April 39,
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ongratuations

Re your April 21st issue, concen-
trating on the independent schools
question: first of all I understand
and appreciate the BCTF position.
While I agree with you on many
and perhaps most things, the long
standing position of my party on
this issue is on the other side. That,
however, is not what I am writing
about.

I am writing to compliment you
on your openness in giving the
FISA people a chance to put their
case in your newspaper. If we saw
a bit more of this kind of thing in
the government — for examnle
departmental publications giving
opposition people a chance to put
their view even briefly — our
democratic system would work
much better. ’

Congratulations!

Gordon F. Gibson,

‘B.C.Liberal Party Leader

1 would like to congratulate you
in your successful attempt to_air
both sides of the independent

- school issue, despite your editorial

policy which of course is firmly
opposed to government aid or
recognition.

There are indeed good argu-
ments on both sides of the issue. It
is refreshing to see them expressed
in a calm and thoughtful manner.

I think you skim over one point
with regard to the non-sectarian
(ISA) independent schools. We

~ believe that we provide a worthy

and coherent philosophy of
education suitable to all young
people who are willing to strive for
a good education. Qur purpose in

- seeking assistance is to bury
forever the charge of class elitism

that is levelled against us. We

- support a classless society for the
young; what we are asking for is
the opportunity to open our school
to those who merit such an oppor-
“tunity, without ‘regard to their

parents’ financial status.
B - Alan Brown,
Headmaster,

Dear Mr. McGeer: .
On behalf of the Coquitlam
Teachers’ Association Executive, I

weald like to express my dissatis-

faction with the introduction of Bill
33, the Independent Schools Sup-

port Act, into the legislature.

Our executive council has
reaffirmed BCTF Policy State-
ment 11.A.07 which reads:
~ “That

public education funds

| should be used only fcr public

education. Public funds should not
be provided directly or indirectly
to private schools, denominational
or otherwise.” :

It is our belief that the public

-school system provides a free and
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~ The Victoria school board is
out and the Langley school
board is back in.

Victoria board chairman

Susan Brice told the BCSTA

annual meeting Monday, May

, 2that the group is withdrawing
 to protest ‘overspending and

'St. George’s School -

non-sectarian  co-educational
school accessible to all without
regard to sex, creed, race, wealth
or social status. The public school
system represents a microcosm of
the total population of our com-
munities and it has served as a
powerful force in integrating and
animating the entire community.

I would strongly urge the with-
drawal of this bill from the floor of
the legislature.

M. Lombardi,
- President, CTA

| Appalled

As a member of the BCTF I am
appalled at Mr. Broadley’s public
display of ignorance regarding

independent schools, and his ob-.

vious intolerance of religious
teaching in particular. He insults
the intelligence of the fair minded
members of the federation when he
uses the political ploy of whipping
them up and trying to carry them

along like sheep with his loaded -

phrases, over-worked cliches, and
words such as: divisiveness, intol-
erance, wealthy, haves, etc. This
canting stems from utter blindness
on the subject..

The greatest divisive factor
occurs where an injustice is per-
petrated. The divisiveness and

-intolerance of which Mr. Broadley

speaks ‘is directed at, not taught
by, these schools. They are not all
wealthy and elitist as he suggests.
Let him open his eyes and look at
the many needy elementary
schools which-manage to keep
going with difficulty. ’

Parents of children attending
these schools ask only that their
own share of their own taxes be
applied to their own schools. A
simple, civil, democratic right
acknowledged for many, many
years by eight of the ten provinces
in Canada, and by the more

[

enlightened countries of the world.

- B.C. is just emerging from the
dark ages. Progress is often
painful, but, the regressive efforts
of people like Mr. Broadley only
add to the agony by helping fester

_-an_open _wound. One expects a

more enlightened attitude from
educators, be they from the private
or public schools. How can we
expect tolerance and un-
derstanding when such intolerance
is preached and lack of under-
standing is shown? Children in all
sghools need better examples than
this. '

Coquitlam
- Angered

I wish to take issue with Mr.
Broadley’s statements made in

your most recent publication in an.

article entitled ‘Separate Schools
Lead to Separation.’
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an alarming growth of
bureaucracy’ in the BCSTA.

She made the announcement

- should go on record in an apology

Margaret M. Téylor, ,

following defeat of an amend-

‘ment by the Vancouver Island
‘delegation . to reduce the
BCSTA budget increase from

Editor :
JOHN HARDY

Bssistant
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First, I am angered that Mr.
Broadley would attempt to distort
the natioral question of unity for
the political purpose of maintain-
ing the strength of the BCTF'. Mr.
Broadley is fearfully foreseeing a
day in the future when more than
the present 5% of B.C.’s students
will be attending independent
schools, and therefore a day when
a greater number of teachers will
not be in the BCTF — maybe in an
independent  federation  of
teachers. Then the BCTF will not
be the only teacher’s group
speaking out in education — it will
not, be the increasingly dominant
force in education that it is today.

Maybe salaries would increase
in the independent schools and then
teachers searching for alternatives
would try the new source of em-
ployment, weakening the hold of
the BCTF on its membership.

. Glenn Andrews,
Barriere

A fails

Over three hundred votes were
cast at approximately 9:30 p.m,,
Wednesday, March 30, in favor of
abrogating the responsibilities of
the AGM and referred all un-
finished business to the RA. We
were derelict in our duties as
delegates. ] :

We had elected people to office
who stated that they were sin-
cerely concerned about being able
to represent the views of the mem-
bership and we, as duly elected
delegates, presumably should have
done likewise. In the humble
opinion of this one delegate, the
referral of all unfinished business
was a denial of not only the respon-
sibilities of this 1977 AGM but a
usurpation of our rights to vote on
substantive issues which con-
cerned not only the welfare  of
ourselves but that of children. We
had a responsibility which we did
not fulfill. I was not proud tec be a
GR at this particular AGM.

I believe that this past meeting

to the members by whom we were
elected for failing to serve them.
~ Mavis De Girolamo

Victoria

The Newsletter of April 11, 1977,
states that status of women is now
a standing committee and as such
will be able to make regular com-
mittee appointments. This takes
many of us unawares. How did it
come about —may it be reversed?
I propose that S/ W as a task force
costs us too much ($70,000 plus for
‘'one year) and in this new entrench-

o
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11.6% to 9.5%, ‘the average for
the province.’

‘We came here hoping fo
convince other trustees that we
should address ourselves to a
decline in expenditures,’” Brice
told reporters. .

‘Until the BCSTA member-

} ship is more in keeping with

the Victoria board, we cannot

legitimately be part of that

organization.’

Referring to Langley school
board, which earlier withdrew
from the BCSTA after express-
ing dissatisfaction with its
‘lack of direction on general
education issues,” Brice said
Victoria is not trying to create
a ‘snowballing of decisions to
walk out.’

She said Victoria and
Langley seem to have the same

ment it will be a luxury we can do
without.

May I emphasize, at the outset,
that I recognize there are some
things that need to be done to
elevate the station of women in
society, and some of them
desperately need to be done. Where
there are inequalities, they are to
be deplored. There have been in-
justices to women, before the law
and in society generally and there
are additional rights to which
woman are entitled. However, I
firmly believe that the course of
action of women’s liberation
groups in general and the federa-
tion’s S/ W in particular, is NOT
the answer.

I vigorously urge the dissolution
of the Status of Women Committee

of the BCTF. .
Lila O. Stanford,

Delta

The voices of the teachers on the
Queen Charlotte Islands have often
spoken out on matters of which we
have concern. We are a small
group, yet have need to be heard
and understood by our big brothers
and sisters.
necessary and will, no doubt,
continue to happen.

We are intensely proud and offer
praise to the BCTF and its staff
when their concern for a small
northern local such as ours is
expressed in the form of interest
and aid.

This has been my experience this
past year regarding the inherent
difficulties in negotiating a new
contract made practically im-
possible by the anti-inflation
guidelines and the employees who
administer them. The care and
attention which the Economic
Welfare Division staff gave to
detail through technical builetins,

well ne_se_’anched .informational
handouts, area conferences for

update sessions and a willingness
to travel to the local to lend sup-
port when called upon was truly
inspiring. :

I would like to express my

“personal —appreciation— to Bruce -

Watson of Economic Welfare
Division for all the expertise and
human effort he has made
available to me and the association
I represent. His earnest endeavors
have contributed greatly to the
economic well being of the
teachers on the Queen Char-
lotte Islands.
, Mike Dowling,
QDCTA

Political action
It has been most frustrating to

see the past follies of our central
office perpetuated. The recent
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concerns and told reporters the
two delegations would be
meeting to discuss ideas.

The Langley board rejoined
after the convention approved
its request for a task force to
study BCSTA goals and
directions and report to
the next annual meeting.
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WVTTA

want rights

Teachers employed by the
government of the Northwest
Territories are forbidden to
participate actively in the
political process. L

The NWT Teachers’ Associ-
ation is concerned with this
problem because ‘the majority
of its membership is denied a
right accorded without ques-

This we feel is.

e e

action booklet prepared by the
Committee on Political Action has
reared the spectre of the partisan
nature of the 1969 Apple Campaign
and the 1972 election campaign
activities. The emphasis of the
booklet on political action rather
than the less emotive term ‘public
relations’ denotes a certain
philosophy at work.

We ordinary members of the fed-
eration believe that the BCTF is a
professional structure designed to
promote the interests of teaching
and education. We do not believe
that the BCTF has a mandate to

promote political philosophies or -
objectives. We believe that the fed-

eration must maintain good rela-
tions with whichever party is in
government. We do not believe that
there should be a constant effort to
score political points.

Please, for the sake of the BCTF,
desist from the option of political
action and return to the concept of
public relations.

Delbert Doll,
Courtenay

Human rights

‘Human Rights Project as ad-
vertised in and sponsored by the
BCTF Newsletter and Public
Schools Legal Education Services.’

Here is a misnomer in seman-
tics. Human Rights is not about
‘rights’ at all. It is a smoke screen
to -poorly. disguise militant
feminism. How do sexism and
racism become equated —- spoken
of as one and the same problem?
Let us hear it for the other side
dear editor. Here is how one
member’s considered opinion
runs: ,

I forbid any doctrine of so-called
‘human rights’ to be given to my
children in any way, shape or
form. I am willing to defend a

person’s right_to choose any legal =

course as an adult. I have no argu-
ment with women who would play
other roles or exert themselves to
do so. I know the teaching profes-
sion to be one of the fairest of all
systems in terms of equal rights,
status; privilege and consideration.
for women.

But, the desires of a few militant
feminists, their personal ambition
to fly in the face of tradition,
values, morals and the basic fabric
of civilized society, does not have
to be thrust upon youth.

Lorin D. Higley,

- g s

Public showing of BCTF slide /
tape presentation ‘Racism in B.C.’,
Kiilarney Secondary School, Van-
couver, Tuesday, May 24, 8.00 p.m.

Panel: BCTF, Vancouver School
Board, Minister of Education, East
Indian Community, Native
%pfgker, Student Representative,
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tion to teachers throughout
provincial Canada,” said a
press release.

NWTTA  president Al
Wolitski states ‘the time has
come for all northern teachers
to share the rights and the
responsibility of participating
in the government of this terri-
tory and this nation.

RTA office open

The Retired Teachers’ Asso-
ciation office is now open more
frequently in
building.

If offers a Retirement Infor-
mation Service to retired
teachers and those considering
retiring.

Telephone 731-8121, local 214,

or come into the office Mon-
day, Wednesday or Friday,
10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

the BCTF

B.C. Teachers’ Federation
President Bill Broadley has
congratulated Education
Minister Pat McGeer for ap-
pointing two women of the four
new district superintendents.

Sue Granger of Williams
Lake and Dorothy Glass of
Campbell River, as well as
Robert Moss of Duncan and
Wayne Taylor of Osoyoos are
the four new superintendents.

‘Congratulations to Dr.
McGeer,” Broadley said. ‘He
has given recognition to the
quality of women in teaching
which is long overdue in the
history of the province. We
hope that it will encourage
other women to apply for posi-
tions of responsibility in
education.’

Sue Granger has been a
member of the BCTF Execu-
tive Committee but she will
resign her position as of May 1
because superintendents can-
not be BCTF members.

Granger is a supervisor of

An educator, a humanitar-
ian, and a card shark who will
‘clean you of every coin?’

That’s how the evening went
for Adam Robertson who
retires this June. It was an
evening marked with deep
affection liberally laced with
good humor, a characteristic
of the man the East Kootenay
teachers had gathered to
honor.

Creston

teacher, Dale

Speaker, set the tone when he -

said ‘I like this man, but there
are some things I'd like to
draw to your attention. He’s a
destroyer. In your classroom
when he waves his arms every

- kid runs to him.>- - -~
He may be a noted poker

player, Speaker said, but he’s
also been a fantastic player in
this game of education, a man
who has fought for the best
learning environment possible

. for children.’

Harry Peebles explained the
‘unselfish gesture’ of the East
Kootenay council when they
gave their secretary treasurer
of 26 years to the BCTF to
serve time as president. ‘He’s
an educator, a humanitarian,

We’re not sure what Bili Consiable, )Ieﬁ,
man. It got resuits. Next to Constable is a fit jooking Charlie Ovans,

intendent

instruction for the Cariboo-
Chilcotin school district.

Dorothy Glass, is on a one-
year leave of absence from the
Campbell River school district
where she is a vice-principal of
Campbell River Secondary
School. She served on the
BCTF Executive Committee
1973-1975.

The first woman to hold the
position of district super-
was Frances
Fleming, appointed in May
1973, and now an assistant
superintendent with the
ministry’s Schools Depart-
ment.

A major thrust of the BCTF
status of women program has
been to encourage more
women to apply for positions of
responsibility in education.

‘We’re pleased that one
major educational group in the
province has given recognition
to the need to appoint outstand-
ing women like these to
positions of responsibility,’
Broadley said.

and a servant of children in
B.C.,’ Peebles said.

~ Johnny Lucas recalled the
years when teachers were not
allowed to use school buildings
for meetings. But at any
meeting, he stressed, Adam
was always dependable,
always there, no matter what
the weather or how he felt.

Another retired teacher, Vic

Montaldi, paid respects from
the North~Central-Distriect
Council when he read a letter
from NCDC saying -that
teachers are indebted to Adam
Robertson for the service he
gave to education- during the
difficult period of his presi-
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operation,” Adam said at the
time. ‘I have tried. Through
Bill 3, my offer of good will and
co-operation has been spur-
ned.’ |
At the March 1972 Annual
General Meeting Jim Mac-
Farlan, then first vice-presi-
dent, withdrew his name as a
candidate for the presidency
saying he would nominate the
man who ‘can reunify this
house.” MacFarlan said
Robertson had the audacity,
courage and wisdom to lead
the BCTF during the difficult
times ahead. 3
Adam kept the federation

united during the troubles of
1972, | '

~ dency.

Adam Robertson will, of
course, best be remembered
for his leadership in the con-

frontation with the former

Social Credit Government. As
BCTF president, Robertson
took a firm stand in February
1972 against legislation (Bill 3)
that would regulate the per-
centage increase for teachers
salaries saying ‘We won’t live
with it.’

‘I believe in trust and co-

Service to others has been

the key note of Adam Robert-
son’s career. It was fitting,
therefore, that he replied to the
speakers at the East Kootenay
retirement party with a quote
that he had recently drawn
from a book: ‘The service we
render onto others is merely
the rent we pay for our space
on this terrestial sphere.”

Adam gave special thanks to

guests Nancy Miles, Muriel

Baxter, and May Truscott.

said but if may:have been something about a portly gentle- -
and at the right, Dale Speaker.

The B.C. English Teachers’
Association held a successful
conference in Richmond April
29 with estimates of more than
300 teachers attending.

Joyanne Landers, President
of the PSA, took the opportun-
ity of media coverage to reply
to some of the unproductive
criticisms that have been
coming from the University of
B.C.

Complaints from UBC, she
said, demonstrate a complete
ignorance about what is going
on in B.C. schools.

She said criticism given by
Robert Jordon, UBC English
Department Head, is
dangerous because it is demor-
alizing to both teachers and
students. Even excellent
students doubt themselves
when they read in the news-
papers that high schools are
turning out illiterates, said
Landers, who teaches at
Hastings Junior Secondary
School in Coquitlam.

She expressed concern about
the new English placement
tests for Grade 12 students that

_could be transformed into uni-

versity entrance examina-
tions, with schools changing
their programs to conform to
the requirements of the
examination. '

CBC writer Ben Metcalfe
gave the keynote address: ‘The
pen is heavier than the shovel.’

He was -introduced by
George Hawksworth, a New
Westminster teacher, who said
later that the conference
‘energized people.’ He said
that English teachers have
never relaxed in their quest for
standards.

Other sessions at the con-
ference included ‘Film the eye
opener to compositicn’,
‘Strategies for the teaching of
composition’, and sessions on
poetry writing, grammar, and
a student newspaper.
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“The miracle of it ali is that so
many people were willing to
give up a Saturday evening to
come here,’ he said.

And he thanked the earlier
speakers for not relating ‘the
darker parts’ of his career.

As for Charlie Ovans, whom
he said ‘I respect and admire
very much,” he recalled
Charlie telling him that ‘if a
person doesn’t have real know-
ledge about a subject then he

has no right to-express an

opinion.” That probably ex-
plains, Adam said, why I was
so silent at the executive table
in my terms as a president.

Other speakers to pay tribute
to Adam besides Charlie Ovans

“were Connie Prendergast who -

spoke for the BCTF staff, and
Bob Buzza who spoke for past
presidents. o

A

BCTF President Bill
Broadley gave an honorary life
membership scroll, which had
been awarded by the 1976
AGM. '

Roger Engelbracht, presi-
dent of the East Kootenay
council, presented Adam with
a silver tea service on behalf of
the council. |

Rill Constable, a long term
friend, concluded the toasts to-

-Adam. Constable explained

that he had long been after

Robertson to drop his Presby- |

terian faith and become an
Anglican. ‘But don’t you think

_it’s sneaky that we brought
him—to-the next best-thing,>— — -

Constable said pointing to the

.

Catholic hall in which the fare-

- well dinner was being held.

Grievances

A signific

By Dennis Rankin =
Introduction of the Declara-

tion was heralded as a signi-

ficant advance for the teachers

and students of B.C.

voted to retain statement
23.C.18 in policies and
procedures. Resolution 11
called for the deletion of the

- procedure which calls upon
members to report learning

conditions violations. o
The grievance procedure as
outlined in the Declaration was

~ cited in both the cases for and

against deletion.

"It was argued that since the

grievance procedure was set
“out in the Declaration, 23.C.18
~ was not needed. A deluge of

grievances ;
‘Charges under the code of
~ ethics could arise. In short, the

could result.

procedure was deemed un-

~ necessary.

~Advocates for ‘réte'ntio'n de-

seribed 23.C.18 as comple-

mentary to the formal griev-

~ ance procedure. Reporting vio- -
lations and members’ co-

_operation were censidered ne-
cessary in gathering data and
in evaluating learning and

working conditions.

"The guarantee . that each
member may seek to improve
the educational environment

ceedings. -

ant advance

was deemed of major im-
portance for teachers and stu-
dents. 'Access to a .formal

grievance procedure was com-
| | " mended. s
Delegates to thisyear’s AGM

'23.C.18 — that to foster ..

quality education it be con-
sidered conduct harmful or

- prejudicial to the interests of -
the federation when any mem- =

ber: :

‘1. does not report a learning
_conditions violation; -
‘9. deliberately causes mis- =

leading or false information to
be reported;
3. fails to co-operate with

_his/her professional  or- e

ganization in attempts to cor-

rect violations.

tain 23.C.18 endorsing the pro--

cedural aspect of the ‘state-
‘ment. While the acticni in-
herent in that policy logically =

precedes the grievance proce-
dure, the filing of a grievance

is not automatic and is subject

- 923.B.05 — 13.1. The local

association shall establish pro-

‘cedures for identifying, in- -
vestigating and resolving
learning and working condi-

tions problems and concerns
prior to formal grievance pfo-

Vel TR G
The convention chose fo re- -
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By John Hardy

Perhaps the fault is in us, but
the speech given by Education
Minister Pat McGeer at the re-
cent trustees’ convention
seems confused. It may be that
we did not understand his
ideas, or it maybe that he
simply was not communicating
well.

To tell trustees, for example,
that provincial revenues are
not growing ‘at anywhere near
the pace of school district bud-
gets’ and then tell the same
group that additional funding
for independent schools can
come from the same provincial
revenues, surely lacks. coher-

- ence of thought. :
' Why talk about the high cost
to local taxpayers and about
the shortage of government
money and then talk about
‘new money,” for non-public

schools,. that- apparently -the

government has available?

Before the money goes
through the government
laundry, it all comes from
taxes.

-—-Another-—topic- -in ~.the &

minister’s speech that is un-
clear to us has to do with the
- appointment of
tendents. |

The minister must know that:
those local boards that-now ap-
point their own superinten-
dents are quite pleased with
the process and would prob-
ably fight to preserve it. Other
boards that do not yet have the

S
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superin- -

Minister of Education Dr.
Pat McGeer told delegates to
the BCSTA annual meeting
that funding of independent
schools will not effect the
public school system or its
funding.

‘It will be completely new
money,” he said. ‘What goes
into support of indépendent
schools will in no way be taken
from the public school system.’

Speaking at the BCSTA
luncheon, April 30, McGeer
called for improvements in
education financing.

‘We all serve students and
taxpayers. Our mandates are
therefore clear — to improve

right very clearly desire L
One can only wonder, then, at
the minister’s going against
the grain by telling trustees
that he does not favor ex-
panding the trend toward
locally controlled superinten-
dents. -

The reason that he gave is
that the ministry must have
some call on superintendents
to assure that provincial policy
is carried out across this pro-
vince.

Very clearly, the main thrust
is control, control of cur-
riculum and finances.

Independent school people

‘claim they exist primarily

because of a resentment
against state control. They
argue that there is no com-
pelling reason for state control
of curriculum.

Government for them has

‘adopted an _official ‘civil re-

ligion’ and designated the
public school as an established
church.

National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) of USA is
joining hands with B.C. teachers in
cosponsoring an important con-
ference in Vancouver. Space
Update: 1977, Pacific Methods
Conference on Lunar and
Flanetary Exploration is the first
international conference of its kind
and will be held May 20-21 at H. R.
Macmillan Planetarium. About 14
resource persons include well
kmown NASA scientists associated
with Apollo and Viking space
missions, geologists, geophysicists
and teachers.

The conference is an attempt to

Must start
with ourselves

Rendina Hamilton

A joins teachers

the quality and depth of
education while at the same
time seeking every manage-
ment efficiency that can be
found to enhance the cost-
benefit of what we do. So I
must talk about the quality of
education on the one hand, and
the quality of financial man-
agement on the other,” McGeer
told trustees.

‘They may often be in con-
flict but they are nevertheless
our twin responsibilities.

‘Government programs are
weighed according to their
cost-benefit,” he said.

“T'he present government has

decided that there is hsufficient

seems to be saying in his
speech is that he will give
funds to independent schools
when state influences can be
lessened, but at the same time
he wants a tighter control of
the public schools through cur-
riculum and through supervi-
sion.

The minister also expressed
concern about the trend in the
reduction of pupil / teacher
ratios, saying ‘there is no ap-
praisal of the value of the
sharp drop in pupil / teacher
ratio in recent years.’

One appraisal, surely, is that
the private schools (not the re-
ligious group) base their claim
for befter education on the
small classes in small schools
with intensive pupil/ teacher
relationships. Classes of 5, 10
and 15 are common in elitist
private schools where PTRs
are usually small. Another ap-
praisal is that the minister, we
understand, has sent his
children to private school.

inservice teachers at K-college
level in space and earth science
teaching and coincides with the
introduction of a newly developed
course sequence Earth Science
11/ Geology 12 throughout the
province. ‘

The BCTF Executive Com-
mittee, April 15, unanimously
approved a financial grant of $500
to the workshop. The money will be
used in developing a comprehen-
sive teacher resource package for
the participants and others.

For information contact ANAND
ATAL at Royal Oak Jr. Secondary
in Burnaby (433-9396).

During my three years of
service on the executive I have
witnessed a growing credibil-
ity for our association,
outgoing president Rendina
Hamilton told trustees at their
convention.

‘We are now recognized par-
ticipants in education policy
and curriculum determina-
tion,” she said. |

Hamilton said that public
schools in the democracy must
be controlled by the public and
the key is effective trustees.
Survival of our democratic
lifestyle and improved quality
of education depend on the
degree to which we are
prepared to make ourselves
more effective, she said.

She called on trustees to be
honest with themselves and
honest with those they serve.
‘We must demand the same

‘standard of integrity of all who

are employed in our public
school system. But to do these
things successfully, we must
start with ourselves.’

cost-benefit in funding in-
dependent schools to go into
that program.’

McGeer told delegates he is
studying the rapid increases in
school mill rates.

‘School district expenditures
are going faster than inflation

and growih of student enroll-
ment.

‘Y will do all in my power to
obtain as much support as
possible from the provincial
government for educational
purposes, but school districts
must realize that the provin-
cial revenues are not growing
at anywhere near the pace of
school district budgets in re-
cent years.

“The provincial government
must take into account the
general economy and the
qnumber of students to be
educated in establishing this
overall budget in future years,’
McGeer said.

McGeer said wage settle-
ments by school districts last
year were higher than ex-
perienced by the public ser-
vice.

‘They reflected a general
position on the part of boards
that a figure above the growth

of the provincial economy was
a starting point for negotiation
and with that it can be no
surprise that the agreed to and
arbitrated settlements were in
excess of 9%.

‘1  communicated with
districts last fall about
probable increases in miil
rates in hopes that trustees
would go into the bargaining
process with wage offers to
teachers and support staff that
reflected the provincial
economy, but that was not the
case.

“The arbitration process that
we are now involved in seems
to serve the professional arbi-
trators who may be more
concerned with bringing in a
settlement which will permit
them to be invited another year
to chair arbitration panels than
serve the public interest. Those
procedures must be reviewed
thoroughly,” McGeer told
trustee delegates.

The minister also spoke on
the trend in reduction of the
pupil / teacher ratios saying he
is ‘very concerned.’

He added that he has seen no
proof that smaller classes
improve the quality of teaching

and learning.

Four incumbents were given
permanent appointments on
the BCTF staff at the April 15,
16, executive meeting.

The four are: George North,
Ralph Sundby, Wes Knapp and
Jim Bowman. ,

A .motion to appoint three,
‘rather than four, to the Profes-
sional Development Division
was rejected.

. In other business, the
executive:
Appointed an interim

editorial board composed of
Gordon Eddy, Delta; Bill
Harrison, Campbell River;

‘Michael Kennedy, Lillooet;

David Manning, V.I. North;
Sid Middal, Maple Ridge and
Pearl Slater, Central
Okanagan. . ‘
Approved Ed May, of the
Racism Task Force, to attend
as BCTF representative to a
Toronto conference on Multi-
culturalism in Education.
Approved that executive
members Broadley, Brady,
Blakey, Goulden, Neuberger
and Smith be the BCTF
delegation to the Canadian
Teachers’ Federation AGM
this summer. Jim MacFarlan

going as an alternate delegate.
The General Secretary will
also attend.

Trail teachers have reaf-
firmed they are in dispute with
the Trail School Board.

The BCTF will assist the
Trail District Teachers’ Asso-
ciation in getting an arbitra-
tion for the 1977 agreement by
ensuring that:

1. there be continuing
contact with the ministries of
labour and education;

2. there be continuing
publicity — local and
provincial:

a. to counteract misrepre-
sentations by the Trail School
Board, ‘

5

cPherson Park Jr. Secondary School students held a retrial of leader of

b. about the Ministry of
Labour’s responsibility to
provide an arbitration board;

3. staff develop proposals for
legislative changes that would
prevent a repetition of the
Trail events. .

Trail went into dispute with
the board back in February
because local trustees refused
to have meaningful negotiation
or conciliation. The final straw
‘came when the board. ob-
structed the arbitration
process with a dormant part of
the Arbitration Act that sets a
fee of $40 a day for an arbitra-
tion board chairman.

the Riei Rebellion, Louis Riel. Found guilty of treasen in his first trial, .
Riel was found innocent on grounds of insanity at this trial held in the

New Westminster Court House.






