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KMR:2*

in the classroom

Audio-visual technology is producing new
learning patterns in many Canadian
schools. A bewildering array of strips,
loops, slides, tapes, charts, films and

their use — how to select and evaluate
— how to build an effective resource
facility.

. S ' 100 models is now available.
- _ : But most of us need to know more about:

*when ordering, please quote this prefix number

RESOURCE CENTRE

. anew NFB kit designed to help you cope
with the challenge of today’s media revolution

“Resource Centre” is the National Film
Board’s answer to the problem. It con-
sists of a profusely illustrated handbook,
‘Media for Discovery’ by Dr. Hans Méller,
Director of Learning Media at Toronto’s
Visual Education Centre (2) Filmstrip
with printed commentary (3) 80 color:
slides with descriptive manual. Kit is in-
dispensable for Faculties of Education,
School District Resource Centres, etc.

HARRY SMITH & SONS I'TD

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE MATERIALS CENTRE
" 1150 Homer Street, Vancouver 3, B.C. Tel: 681-6345
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) :‘i “Following receipt of a new certificate, application should be submitted to
- the Teacher Qualification: Service for possible revision in Teacher Category.

| - tive on 1st September 1971. -

i ‘31st December 1971. -

.- Development Cenire, Simon Fraser University. -

lotice 1o all Graduates of
Simon Fraser University

Professional Development

Pmam

Arrangements have now been concluded regarding revisions in teacher cer-
tification and Teacher Qualification Service category for some teachers who
completed the Simon Fraser University Professional Development Program.
The revised regulations will affect the standing on the Bachelor of Education
degree program for students who undertook Education 403. Similarly, former
students now holding an EB or EA Teaching Certificate may now be eligible
for changes in teacher certification and teacher category. Teachers with the
following standings are eligible to apply immediately to the Department of
Education for consideration of upward revision in teaching certificates:

1. Those with 45-59 semester liours plus P.D.P. (including Education
403 and Education 404).

2. Those with 75-89 semester hours plus P.D.P. {including Education
403 and Education 404).

Applications should be submitted by letter using the following format:

~ Ragistrar,
-Department of Education,
Victoria, B.C.

Please. review my certlfication standing in the light of changed regulations regarding
Education 403.

7 (Signature)

NG ....o.iieerseriereniorissrmaesesiasimmotsssssessessssssssetossiossissetstesesass sosssssstssssesatesesesssninnesatestsesssasssesssesassetotsssss
(Maiden name If applCabIE) .......ccirmmmireiscent st
AGAIBSS ....iiceirrreriinsisriisiieitesistsisitir st s b ars s s st s s sr bbb bR 4104484040481 00 R0E S ER SR 1R 040004010 ESEBLLIESE 01T BUIH 000
Present Qeﬁlﬂcate ......... ...... "Present School DIStAct NO. .....coovoveceererersonessiiserssmmmions

' 'Tfah'sdripts andz other university documents will be forwarded from the uni-
- versity for all former students affected by the change.

Teachers applying to T.Q.S. should present proof of new certification and
also return, for revision, the T.Q.S. category card which they now hpld.

Bt : /IMPORTANT NOTE:
- Changes in teaching certificates or teacher category will become effec-

~Applicants should submit immediately. The deadline for applicaiions is

- _Informal_enquiries may be directed to Mir. J. C. Patewrso‘n',‘ 'Prpfeésri'oh_al

" .The,BC TEACHER
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COVER PICTURE

Once again we-are indebted to the Vancouver School Board's Archives, this month
for the photograph of an art class of the middle 1920s. The color photo of a modern
art room  was taken by Dave Looy at Kensington Junior Secondary School, Burnaby,
by courtesy of Mr. Juiian, the principal, and Miss Downing, the art teacher.

PHOTO CREDITS

Pp. 254, 257—Dave Looy; p. 259—supplied by Mr. L. F. Fenton; p. 261—Mrs. Laura
Gibbons; p. 262—Mrs. Bud Davison; p. 264—Bob Bodlak; p. 272—supplied by CBC-TV.
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FROM OUR READERS

Semestering Is Not That Simple A Matter

Sir,

I should like to question some of
the statements made by Mr. Ell-
wood in his article on semester
systems in the November issue.
1) ‘More effective learning and mas-
tery plus higher achievement should
result from increased frequency of
instruction and concentration of in-
struction.’

The only figures he refers to are
those of Red Deer, where there was
an increase of 15% from 1949-1964.
Surely there must be better statistics
than these, from one small place
and based on the 1949-64 period,
when rote memory, etc., were
stressed. The new philosophy of
open-end experiments and under-
standing principles came in, for
science, with the new courses that
have been in use since 1964,

From some studies | have seen,
and from talking to many teachers, |
have concluded that C, C- and D
studen*= do not do as well under the
pressure of the semester system,

What about such skill subjects as
typing, shorthand and oral lan-
guages? Do the students do better
with 75- to 80-minute periods than
with 55- to 60-minute periods?

2) ‘The semester system seems to
improve instruction as a result of

“better teacher preparation and the

removal of unnecessary trivia.’
What is the purpose of educa-

.- tion? To boil everything -down so
~that it can be absorbed in a con-
. centrated form? Often the so-called
. trivia or side-issues are the most in-

teresting and relcvant part of a

. course.

Mr. EIlwood suggested that the

- time "allotted to science couid be

dropped from 125 to 114 hours, and
perhaps to 90 hours, as is done suc-

~cessfully.in one school. Any course

could be cut to half the time if its
content were reduced. The science

‘courses were set. up for. approxi- .

mately 120 hours (see the Curricu-

“lum: Guide)-and, ‘in many cases, all
) l; of the materral is not covered in that

time. If the time is going to be short-
ened, the course should be altered
to fit the hours, but not by cutting
out the ‘trivia,’

3) ‘The teachers get to know their
students better,’

Perhaps one gets to know them
more quickly, but, in the long run,
does one actualiy get to know them
better? Many of the students | get to
know best are those | meet between
periods, at lunch hour, and so on,
over the whole year. | am not quite
sure that more meetings over a
shorter period of time would really
increase my knowing them, because
a longer time may cause a deeper
understanding.

4) ‘There is an increased marking
load for teachers.’

There is also an increase in work
load for science teachers because
they will have to set up experiments
twice a year instead of once a vear.
The equipment will take more
abuse, for it will have to be removed
from storage twice as often.

5) Some other disadvantages, not
listed in Mr. Ellwood’s table, are:

a) Pupil loads are sometimes un-
even,

b) The pace is hectic for both tea-

cher and pupil. This disadvantage
seems to ‘come through’ in all
the questionnaires (from different
schools) that | have read.

Mr. Ellwood suggested that ‘75-
minute periods may not be as effec-
tive with the junior seconcary
pupil.’ :

Is the semester system suitable for
the junior secondary pupil? It seems
to work very well for the senior
secondary schools, but many junior-
senior secondary schools that are on
a semester system have a modified
system (nc* the four-subject/se-
mester). o

‘Is the semester system (four sub-
jects/day) educationally sound or

‘is'it going over so well because it is

new and because a free-attendarice
system came with it?
“What is happenrng to the semes-

ter systems in Seattle, where, | un-
derstand, they have been used for
years?

| should like to see the BCTF
and/or the Department of Educa-
tion strike a committee to look at
semestering and its many forms. It
seems ridiculous that each school or
school district should have to search
out the necessary information be-
fore it car make a decision.
North Vancouver Dick Piercy

Mr. Young Is Rebutted
Sir,

I doubi if I have ever read anyone
with a greater capacity for destroy-
ing his own case than Mr. John
Young.

If I understand him correctly, Mr.
Young, in his letter in the February
issue, is concerned that the greatest

emphasis in education is not being
placed on social and citizenship
training. He does not use these
words, but to me they are synony-
mous with his ‘co-operation, group
goals, human needs, personal ex-
pression, personal rights.” | agree
with Mr. Young that the develop-
ment of the individual both as an
individual and as a group member
is paramount in today’s over-
crowded world.

Unlike Mr. Young, | am not so
naive as to believe that the school by
a simple change of emphasis can re-

make the individual and remake

society. The school is but partof the

educative machinery. Mr. Young .
must surely- be aware: that ;in the
field of values the home is far more-

influential than the school. Nor is
there uniformity of belief as to the
values the school should inculcate.

In ‘many homes, competition is a
built-in feature; aggressive fathers

tend to produce aggressive sons.

Nor do peonple necessarily practise
what they preach. Has Mr. Young
withdrawn his own school from all -~
competitive sports? Or is competi-
tion wrong only in the mteilectual

field?

Mr. Young, I thlnk errs in: sug-»
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gesting that values can he taught as
subject matter. | remember from my
own high school days that stultify-
ing, excruciatingly boring subject,
Civics. It taught all the virtues from
mother love to government ethics. |
doubt if one child ever changed his
behavior pattern one iota as a result
of his exposure to Civics, yet its ob-
jectives included practically all of
Mr. Young's. The ‘what’ was ali right,
but the ‘how’ was all wrong.

Mr. Young ignores the fact that
we live in a highiy complex en-
vironment and that education must
equip children to function ade-
quately in a technological world. He
ignores, too, the fact that with so
much human knowledge some
structuring is useful, if not impera-
tive. It is advantageous for both the
teacher and the learner to be able to
concentrate on one thing at one
time.

Where does the stress on values
come in? To be sure, values are
everybody’s business. A math tea-
cher may not directly teach values—
but he exemplifies them in how he
teaches. He demonstrably puts his
emphasis not on competition, but

on individual student progress, The
values are part of the ‘how,’ not part
of the ‘what.’

As an aside, | cannot accept Mr.
Young's accusation that attempts to
restructure the school system are
‘inconsequential tinkering.’ If this
be so, Mr. Young is apparently more
guilty than most. Surely the efforts
to restructure are aimed at creating
an environment more likely to pro-
duce the changes in attitude and ap-
proach that Mr. Young desires. It
helps in changing the mental set if
the physical environment is changed
at the same time.

But the sentence that raises my
hackles and turns me against all that
Mr. Young says is: ‘If mankind is to
survive, our schools must eliminate
the violence that is fraudulently
passed off as education.’ ‘

What sort of demagoguery is
this? I refuse to concede that | teach
violence simply because Mr, Young
says | do. Mr. Young would seem to
have sat in Herr Goebel’s class on
‘Propaganda and Enlightenment.’
Make the accusation gross enough
and people will believe it.

He goes on to the equally mon-

strous accusation that if you love a
child, you cannot punish him or if
you punish a child, you cannot love
him. Poppycock. Society of neces-
sity must have structure and people
who hurt others by violation of the
structure must be persuaded not to
do so again. | should deem it no
favor to place a child in Mr, Young's
unstructured penalty-free school
with no preparation for a structured,
penaity-ridden world. The structure
as it exists may be faulty and the
penalties wrong, but total abolition
of structure and of penalties is
neither desirable nor possible.

Perhaps | have read more into Mr.
Young’s comments than he in-
tended. Perhaps he was over-em-
phatic simply to draw attention to
the inadequacies he sees. To me,
his approach is self-defeating be-
cause it is so very much oversiated.
I am annoyed because Mr. Young,
in defeating himself, heips defeat
me and everyone else who believes
that society and the schools need
more emphasis on the individual
and his relation with others.

For this end, we should be asking
English and social science teachers

 Theytelme
Qantas grows onyou.
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to examine what they teach and we
should be asking every teacher to
examine how he teaches. We will
not get them to do this by vitriolic
and unfair attacks on present poli-
cies and procedures.

West Vancouver B. G. Holt

Mr. Frizell Also Comments

Sir,

I should like to thank Mr. John
Young for the noble effort he went
to in trying to express his apprecia-
tion of some of the ideas presented
in my modest proposal, A Plan for
All Seasons.

For example, where | wrote that
the real ‘quality of education is ‘di-
rectly related to the quality of the
individual teacher . . . not to the
complexity of the timetable or the
size of the building . . . etc!, he
matched it with ‘education has very
little to do with courses, promo-
tions, staff arrangements, rotating
blocks . . . etc.’ Such emulation is
indeed flattering.

My only criticism of Mr. Young's
" letter is that the general tone
seemed a trifle testy. Perhaps this
was due to my reference to the De-
- partment of Educatior. | was not
" aware that he regarded its tradition-

- +.al function with such detestation,

"~/ ‘and only hope that, in his apparent
-, desire for _total mdependence, he
«:‘'does ‘not find it as ‘distasteful and
humlhatmg to rely upon the tax-
" _payer for his salary as, it would ap-
* pear he dogs to ‘rely upon the
* Department of Educatlon for direc-

. tions.’!

S Vancouver R Charles Frizell
e C fg“,"v : B .

g f:A ngram for Prlmary Boys

Slr, S

e write- regardmg the latest pro-
Ject to:be approved for support by
" the Educational Research Institute
" of "B.C.. ‘The . Development and
o Evaluatlon ‘of 'a ' More Appropriate
- Program_. for Boys in the anary

: Grades.’

: The study Hopes to’. .. result in
program descnptlons to mascu-

.-linize .school for :voung' hoys and

__feminize it for young girls.’

',y_Ve hope that Dr. Knowles, direc-
tor of thls pro;ect w:ll conduct a

truly empirical study and, in so
doing, take into account all the
variables concerned—the teachers,
classes, programs, and masculine-
feminine attributes. For example, in
the category of male teacher, there
are the following:
1) good teacher (plus 4, 5 and 6)
2) average teacher (plus 4, 5 and 6)
3) poor teacher (plus 4, 5 and 6)
4) those males with masculine at-
tributes
5) those with some feminine attri-
butes
6) those with feminine attributes
Female teachers have the same
categories, of course, with the inter-
change of ‘masculine’ and ‘femi-
nine.!
Then, the variables in classes:
1) large classes
2) average-sized ones
3) small ones
4) all-boy classes
5) half-girl classes
6) some girls in classes
7) all-girl-classes
8) some boys in classes
9) boys with masculine attributes
10) .boys with some feminine attri-
butes
11) boys with many feminine attri-
butes
12) girls with feminine attributes
13) girls with some masculine attri-
butes
14) girls with many mascuhne attri-
butes
Each  of the 14 types of classes
would have to be matched with

chers, or the conclusions drawn
would be invalid.

Thus, there would be some 216
control groups, from the purest of
classes (all masculine boys, taught
by a good masculine teacher, aver-
age class size) to the most question-
able (all feminine girls, taught by
a poor, all-feminine teacher, huge
class).

| forgot to include the other vari-
able: the program content, which
would, of necessity, range from all-
masculine content down the con-
tinuum to all-feminine content, The
additional variable compounds the
control groups, but science is sci-
ence and must be served.

| suspect, however, that most of
us know now what the outcome of
this incredible study will be. The
teachers chosen will be top-notch,
The kids wili respond to good tea-
ching. But everyone will believe it
was the genitals that did it.
Burnaby Greta Nelson

Articles Appreciated

Sir,

| was very pleased to see the
coverage The B.C. Teacher was able
to give to the matter of sensitivity
training in the February issue. As
you are aware, the BCTF’s School
Mental Health Task Force had this
area as a concern for some time,

Many thanks for having found
space for these articles in The B.C.
Teacher.

each of the variables for the tea-  Prince George Henry Lunn
We Shall Miss These Teachers

In Service . Last Taught In Died
Mrs. Ann Louise Corbett Abbotsford October 5
James Leland Curley Vancouver Is. N.  September 12
Harold Dark Goard Vancouver October 17
Phiiip John Osborne - Abbotsford January 15
Retired ! Last Taught In Died
Miss Edna E. Cameron Burns Lake September 12 -
Mrs. Evelyn E. (Carrington) Moor . Burnaby January 13
Mrs. Mabel E. (Poulter) Pink Victoria January 19
Miss Mabel F. Pullen Vancouver February 8
Miss Margaret N. Ross Victoria January 30
Percy D. Taylor ~ Vancouver " January 29

) The BC TEACHER
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an important new series from Oxford
CANADIAN LIVES

This series presents authoritative, well-illustrated and
lively brief biographies that emphasize character,
anecdote and social history. It features vivid extracts
from contemporary sources, while giving a clear out-
line of main historical events.

When complete, the series will cover all the major

JAMES DOUGLAS:

FATHER OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

By Dorothy Blakey Smith

An immenscly readable biography of James Douglas (1803-77) ,

the founder of Fort Victoria, and a fascinating description of
the first stages in the growth of British Columbia from moun-

figures and events in Canadian history, and will be
an indispensable aid to Canadian Studies courses.

The books are paperback, appre.:iinately 148 pages
long and il'ustrated with half-tones and maps. Each
$8.50. (Less 83149, Discount).

OHN A. MACDONALD:
HE MAN AND THE POLITICIAN

By Donald Swainson

This biograph

provides a useful and lucid summary of the
main cvents o

Macdonald’s carcer as a politician; it is also a

tain wilderness to civilization,

DAVID THOMPSON:

FUR TRADER, EXPLORER, GEOGRAPHER

By James K. Smith

This is a clear and interesting account of the life and travels
of David Thompson (1770-1857)
to survey, plot and map almost two mi

Western North America.

WILLIAM LYON MACKENZIE

By David Flint

, the fur trader who managed
llion square miles of

JOHN STRACHAN
By David Flint

LOUIS RIEL:

revealing study of the attractive and complex man himself.

THE REBEL AND THE HERO

By Hartwell Bowsfield

Louis Ricl has been variously interpreted as insane, a rebel
who deserved to die, or a tragic hero who fought to save
French culture. Mr, Bowsficld gives a balanced view of the man

against a background of turbulent events.

Coming Later in 71:

WILFRID LAURIER
By Barbara Robertson

By James K. Smith

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 70 WYNFORD DRIVE, DON MILLS, ONTARIO

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE

U APRILT1871:%

. should be accompanied
- order. Payments will be returned promptly it
Athe class requested is aiready filled.

(" Media in the

classroom

Special courses for
teachers at the centre for
Media Studies

... adivisionof ...

"HARRY SMITH & SONS

Our Centre's second series of courses begins

May 5, 1971, Sessions will be held in the

Centre's theatre at 1150 Homer -Street, in

mid-town Vancouver. )

Applications will be accegted as received and
y cheque or money

FOUR-WEEK COURSES
4. Making and Using Media Materials.
Wednesdays: 7:30 PM (3 hours) May 5,12,

18,28 Cost $25.00.
"An opportunity for teachers to learn how they

can grestly increase student involvement Dy

- making and using inexpensive materials, and

employing everyday objects.

" Leader: Mr. Don Wilson.

Teacher of Art at U.B.C. Facultf of Education,
on leave from the Vancouver School Board

‘where he has taught Art and Language Arts at
the Bayview Elemantary School, Course limited

to 20 participants.

2- Making Media Work — New Classroom
Technigues. - S

Thursdays: 7:30 PM (3 hours}. May 6, 13, 20,
27 Cost$2800. -~

An exciting experience for teachers looking
for new ideas and stimuiating involvement
techniques.

Leader: Mr, William Nemtin.
Mr. Nemtin is a media consultant in Vancouver.
Formerly associated with the National Film
Board of Canada in Media research, Mr. Nem-
tin has conducted workshops throughout Narth
America on the fola of media in communica-
tions. He developed the NFB's "Challenge for
Change" program. Course limited to 20 par-
ticipants.

3- AnExperiencein Filmmaking for Teachors.
Saturday, May 15 — 8:00 AM-3:30 PM
Thursday, May 20 ~ 7:30 Pn:-10:30 PM
Cost 525.00 — includes equipment and film.
An opronunity for teachers io gain a first-hand
know| edge of how film is made — by going
out and doing it.

Leader: James Mulholland.

Teucher at Eric Hamber Media Centre, Co-
Director of U.B.C. Summer Media Institute.
Mr. Mulholland has had vast experience in
presenting media courses to students and

“teachers. Course limited to 20 participants.

SHORT COURSES
4- Media and Special Education.
’gléegdnay, May 12 —'7:3‘0 PM (3 hours} Cost

New media technigues have recently baen de-
veloped to help the child with special educa-
tional needs. This course reviews cusrent
advances in the field and will prove valuable
for the special education teacher.

5- Media in iho Rasource Centre.
Eléeggay. May 19 — 7:30 PMA(a hours) Cost

Sessions are designed to offer an in-depth 1

look at a variety of media {print and non-print}
of the well-equipped resource centre. Selection,
use, cataloguing and housing will be discussed.
Leader for Courses 4 and 5: Mr. Paul Azaroff.

Director of the Audiowisuel Department of
Harry Smith & Sons, Mr. Azaroff achieved
national recognition for his work with cultur-
ally disadvantaged children while engaged in
media research for the National Film Board of
Canada. An informed and enthusiastic lecturar,
Mr. Azaroft will share with' the participants
many exciting and innovative apprasches to
special education. Course limited to 20 par-
ticipants.

I_.Thu Centra for Media Study will design courses to
mest the needs and budget of professional groups.

Please enroll me in {circle choice}
1 2 3 4 6

If my indicated choice is sold out, please tiy 1o
register me in the following circled alternative.

1 2 3. 4 6
| enclose cheque, bank draft or money order in the
amount of - which | understand will

be promptly returned should the course be over
subscribed when this application is received.

Mail to:

HARRY SMITH & SONS
D

Centre for Mcdia Ceudy - .
1150 Homer St., Vancouver 3, B.C."~ Tel. 681-6.
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What commumty can subsndlze
- three months of idleness and
vacuity for its young? Here is
une suggestion for solving the

ptoblem of what to do with the
s country s youth durirg the

Lo summer months.

o

o Z"“BERNK‘VZVEV McDONOUGH

Educa'lon, has wntten for. thls magazine
i prewously

'n an

Mis, McDonough of UBC’s Faculty of -

«The summer of 1970 was a glori-
ous, rosy apple of a summer, but an
apple with: the worm of discontent
gnawmg at'its core.

Wherever a few adults gathered

- the conversation invariably swung

around to the ‘youth problem.’ The
lack” of summer employment for

-students, the hippies and the ding

scene, the general disenchantment

- of youth with The Establishment—
all these problems vexed City coun-
_cils, government agencies, parents

—and young people, too.
: Some of the measures that were

put into operation in an effort to

alleviate the situation are about as

effective as trying to repair a rup-~

tured artery with a Bandaid—and
about as sensible. They are ineffec-
tive because they do not deal with

the causes of the problems and they
- exemplify perfect!y McLuhan'’s the-

ory about ‘viewing the world
through a rear vision mirror.’ B
Whether we like ‘it or not, the

days when the farm, the woodshed -
~and the family camping expedition
kept the young busy for the summer. -
are gone, and they will never return

286 e
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What, then, are the alternatives?
Shall we sit idly by and watch more
and more of our young people take
to the roads; see them housed in
hastily-opened hostels, a prey to all
the diseases that dirt and poor nutri-
tion can spawn, an expense to the
taxpayers, a sorrow to their parents,
and fertile ground for the drug
pushers to cultivate?

Or should we now be engaged ir
extensive planning, so that next
summer will see more of our young
people with something constructive
to do?

There Must Be an Alternative

If the economy ot the country
cannot provide summer .employ-
ment for all who want it, it is im-
perative for the physical and mental
health of our young people, and for
the well-being of society, that the
fe¢=ral and provincial governments
pi vide a workable alternative.

) What community is so well off
that it can subsidize three months of
idleness and vacuity for its young?
What community is so short-sighted
that it would let the physical and
mental powers of its youth lie fal-
low for three months every sum-
mer?

Then who shall answer for it if

' their growing malaise and disen-

chantment rise to overwhelm us?-
Itis good for young people to see

‘their country and to- meet their

counterparts from other provinces
and other countries. it is an experi-

- ence that must be broadening and

enriching for them. But they cannot

~ - travel indefinitely; they cannot be
' Aunemployed and unoccupled for-

ever. :
~Seeing the young people last

' summer on Fourth Avenue in Van-

couver .or-on the Dam Square in

" Amsterdam or the Spanish Steps in

Rome, one was struck by what must
be’ the unmiitigated boredom of
such a life style. There they sat like
great herds of somnolent seals, star-

. ing vacantly into space, flopping

over occasnonally as the sun moved
around. -

«Dr.. Hans Selye llst:. boredom as‘

one of the major causes of stress and
tension because it is contrary to the

. basic nature of mankind. )
‘ ln a recent artlcle in Health Maga-

zine he said, ‘The best safeguard
against such stress is to start culti-
vating hobbies early in life . . . writ-
ing, painting, music, shopwork,
knitting.’

| propose, as a partial solution to
this problem, the setting up of an
extensive Earn-and-Learn Program
to operate at least for the summer
months, and the year around if
necessary.

Under such a scheme young peo-
ple would be paid for participating
and use would be made of the many
community resources and agencies
already in existence.

The idea is certainly not without
precedent. We now pay part of the
tuition fees for students attending
university. We once paid for the
education and training of all the
men and women who returned from
World War ll—and this was one of
the best investments Canada ever
made.

Why should the taxpayers be
asked to foot the bill for an Earn-
and-Learn Program now, in a period
of uncertain economic prospects?

Because we are already spending
comparable sums on welfare and
health services for unemployed
transients; because we spend mil-
lions on.armaments and useless air-
craft carriers, millions on crime de-
tection and prevention, on jails and
detention homes, on hospitals and
mental health facilities. All this is
spant to try to bring the individual
back into the mainstream of society,
to restore him to physical and men-
tal health. Too much for the cure,
too little for prevention. Too much
for repairs, too little for building.

Some Successful Programs

Last summer the federal. govern-
ment allotted approximately $6.8

-million for eight types of programs

to be conducted by the Armed For-
ces. These ranged from hiring stu-
dents to help with engineering,
building, land clearing projects or
as secretarial help at $2.38 an hour
to conducting drop-in centers in
Vancouver and in Revelstoke.
Captain J. M. Shellard, of Cana-

- dian Forces Base, Chilliwack, speak-

ing of the Student Militia Program
conducted in Vancouver, said,
‘Thirty boys, mostly from the In-

terior, took an eight-week training
course in running and servicing
heavy equipment, They certainly re-
turned home with some new skills,
and they were paid for learning
them.’

He mentioned the program in
which 1,100 of those already in the
Militia or Army Reserve partici-
pated. This, too, was an eight-week
program and the reservists received
regular army pay.

Twelve hundred cadets spent
eight weeks at Vernon, and they too
vwere paid.

Captain Shellard was particularly
enthusiastic about the program in
which 80 boys were engaged in
clearing brush and improving the
park at Chilliwack Lake.

‘This has been a most successful
effort. These young people had the
advantage of participating in a pro-
ject which will be of lasting value to
the community. Many young people
today are vitally interested in the
problems of pollution and in the
quality of our environment. What
better way to provide a chance for
them to take positive action about
it? It is unlikely that any boy who
has helped to make a park will ever
be guilty of defacing or destroying
it. The boys had a great summer—
work, sports, swimming, fishing,
comradeship—we were proud of
them.’

Navy Cadet Program Was Good

Noarman Platt of Burnaby, six feet
tall, weighing 165 pounds, 16 years

old, like hundreds of other unskilled

youths on the Lower Mainland, was
unable to find a summer job.

Norman was a member of the
Navy Cadet Corps at HMCS Fraser in
New Westminster last winter. He
and nine of his mates were able to
attend a two-week summer training
camp at HMCS Quadra on Vancou-
ver lIsland. They could be accom-
modated for only two weeks of the
long eleven-week holiday, and they
received no pay.

Norman said, ‘It was really great.

We learned the basics of seaman-

ship—how to row and how to sail. |
could sail a cutter now with a crew.
We were taught to rope climb, swim

and life save, first aid and artificial .

respiration, ~emergency . steering
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measures and how to rescue people
at sea.’

He said, with obvious pride, ‘This
program separates the men from
the boys. We had to get up at 6 a.m.
every day and in the Navy you do
everything on the double. Some of
the fellows were so tired that they
went to sleep in the evening movie.’

Would he go again? Yes, sir! Even
without pay. He hopes to go for a
full month next year. Did he learn
anything that might be useful to
himself or society last summer? You
be the judge of that.

For many young people the mere
mention of the words ‘Armed For-
ces’ is an anathema and for these
there should be other programs—
such as the ones offered by the Banff
School of Fine Arts.

Young people cannot travel indefinitely; they

such scholarships were relatively
easy to obtain if a young person
demonstrated any ability or interest.
Older people pay their own way.

Courses last from two to six
weeks. A summer spent here re-
stores one’s faith in youth. Un-
bounded energy, talent, dedication
and enthusiasm flow like the oratory
of a politician. Piano students start
practising at 6 a.m. and the opera
cast is often still rehearsing at 10
p.m. The courses culminate in dis-
plays of the work done or in con-
certs. The opera and ballet groups
usually take their productions on a
tour of the smaller centers of B.C.
and Alberta.

If anyone thinks that academic
learning is the only kind of accomp-
lishment that is important, he

e

cannot be unem

disenchantment create in them attitudes that lead eventually to violent disorder.

Every summer hundreds of stu-
dents—and - older people, too—
gather at ‘The Campus in the
Clouds’ in Banff. Here they pursue
their interests in music, art, drama,
dancing, journalism, photography,
ceramics or film-making.

The Government of Alberta offers
numerous scholarships to young
people, covering room, board and
tuition. | gained the impression that
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should spend half a day touring this
school.

B.C. has another precedent to
look back on. In the 1930s there
were numerous unemployed per-
sons in Vancouver. Seeing this, lan
Eisenhart and Jerry Mathison, two
superb gymnasts, started the Pro-
Rec movement. They began on a
shoestring, using any facilities they
could find. Soon they had a nucleus

of trained leaders and the move-
ment spread across the province,
offering not only gymnastics, but
also instruction in games and sports
to suit many groups. Participants
ranged in age from seven to seventy.
No one was paid to attend classes,
but the instructors received hourly
wages.

The movement was surely unique
on the North American continent,
but one of the first acts of the Social
Credit government when it came
into power in 1952 was to chop this
grass-roots participation program
completely.

Spokesmen said, ‘We do not see
why the people of this province
should be taxed to pay for the rec-
reation of a few.’ This was surely one
of the most shortsighted acts ever

ployed and unoccupied forever. Their growing malaise and

perpetrated by any government.

Wouldn’t it be preferable, today,
to spend some money on this type
of recreation, rather than on deten-
tion homes and drug clinics?

Why Pay Them to Attend?

Why not? We pay for family and
youth allowances now, and wel-
fare—plenty for welfare. Why not

Continued on page 264
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TOM AL3BURY

" The author, now retired, isa

- past president of the BCTF.

¢Cheerful, alert, interested in to-
day’s world and its great contrast
with his world of yesterday, and in
what is happening in the schools
and to education, were the spirit
and outlook of 98-year old W. H.
Fenton, former long-time teacher at
Vancouver’s Magee High School, in
a recent visit | had with him. He is
probably the senior ‘Mr. Chips’
among the retired teachers of B.C.

‘Will’ Fenton, as he was affec-
tionately known to his teaching col-
leagues at Magee, retired 33 years
ago, on a munificent teacher’s pen-
sion of $29.00 a month, granted to
him by the grateful provincial gov-
ernment of the day. But neither
bowed nor beaten, he immediately
opened a business school on 41st
Avenue in Kerrisdale. He operated it
successfully for more than ten years,
as many former students now suc-
cessfully established in business
positions will eagerly testify, and
then retired for a second time at the
age of 75.

For many years a teacher of busi-

ness subjects, he actually began his

teaching career in England as a .

headmaster’s assistant in a private

‘boarding school, teaching such aca-

demic subjects as Latin, Greek and
mathematics, despite the fact he had
had little formal education and was
largely self-educated. He was an
outstanding teacher and a high-

" speed writer of Pitman shorthand.

On numerous occasions he was

selected by the Pitman publishing-

company. to act on shorthand revi-
sion committees. He was an active
pioneer in the formation of the Bri-
tish shorthand teachers’ association
about the turn of the century. He
had achieved a position of promi-
nence in business education in Eng-
land, before leaving for Canada in
the summer of 1974. .
Now living -quietly in Victoria

only a stone’s throw from the Legis-
lative buildings, he was the recipi-
ent of a fine letter of congratulation
from Premier Bennett on the occa-
sion of his 96th birthday, which,
however, has not yet resulted in
any increase in his pitifully small
pension.

The Fenton story is a story of suc-
cess in teaching. It was a remarkable
feat of grit and determination by
one forced to leave school at a very
early age and practically self-edu-
cated in time squeezed/from the
long hours of work and struggle to
eke out a living in 19th century
Britain.

The Fenton story began almost a
century ago. He was born on June
6, 1872, in a small town 12 miles
from the city of Birmingham.

His mother was obliged to buy a

small store to earn a meager living

for her three small children when
her husband, a gifted musician, died
at the age of 49. Will, the middle
child, helped in the shop until he
was 11, when he was forced to leave
school to work to augment the fam-
ily income. :

In his teens, after a variety of. -

dead-end jobs, he was apprenticed
to a hatter to learn the business.
Here he was presented with an op-

. portunity he eagerly grasped, which .
led eventually to his learning to

teach. He borrowed books from a
nearby library and read avidly in
slack hours at work and after hours
at home, this despite a work-day
that lasted until 8:30 p.m. and was
followed by a three-mile walk
home. _
Another fortunate circumstance

was an interest taken in-this serious

young student by the headmaster of
one. of the many private boarding
schools then existing in Britain. The
headmaster made him his teaching
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assistant. By sheer hard work and
continuous s::dy, he became able
to teach elementary latin, Greek
and mathematics.

He kept at his studies without let
up, and eventually succeeded in
passing the stiff London Matricula-
tion examinations. Later, he was able
to enroll and take courses at the
London College of Preceptors, a
pioneer teachers’ training school,
while continuing to earn his living.

Earlier, before getting into the
teaching field and while working as
a telegraph messenger, he had
bought, for fourpence (9¢), a copy
of the Fhonographic Teacher, an
early book by Sir Isaac Pitman, the
inventor of the best shorthand sys-
tem up to that tirne, and was fas-
cinated by it, This interest led to his
branching out into the field of busi-
ness education. -

Offered a position in Winnipeg,
to take charge of a business school
there, Fenton left England in the
summer of 1914, not knowing that
war was imminent. After guiding
this school " through the difficult,

APRIL 1971

early war years, he accepted the
principalship of a consolidated
school in the nearby town of Sper-
ling. Here, once more, he was back
teaching such academic subjects as
French and mathematics, and ad-
ministering an academic school.

Attracted by an offer from the
then-flourishing Sprott-Shaw chain
of business schools, he came west to
Vancouver. His ability and experi-
ence as a business educator were
soon recognized. He received and
accepted an appointment to head
the Commerce Department at Duke
of Connaught High School in New
Westminster.

It was there that | came under his
influence as a Grade 9 student. This
beganalife-long association through
various stages — student, fellow-
teacher and friend—that has con-
tinued to this day. It was his keen
and-watchful interest in his students
that led me back to school, after
dropping out, and directed me to-
ward qualifying as a teacher.

The life story of W. H. Fenton is
one of continued success in teach-

Mr. Fenton

ing. He progressed to more respon-
sible, higher-paid positions. In the
mid-1920s he left New Westminster
to accept an attractive offer from the
Point Grey School Board to head the
business education program in that
municipality, then separate from
Vancouver.

He retired in 1938, only to ad-
vance in another direction. He
opened his own business school,

At 98 years of age, Will Fenton is
senior among the group of retired
teachers with whom he worked.
Several of these are now in their
80s, among them E. H. Lock of New
Westmirnster, Norman Murray of
White Rock, and W. S. Ashley, E. T.
Oliver and W. H. (Bill) Morrow of
Vancouver.

This is the story of our Mr. Chips.
He now lives a quiet life in Victoria,
but one that is rich in memories. As
I left him after my visit on the day
before Christmas, he said to me with
a cheerful smile, ‘l am a year and
five months off the century mark. It
looks as though | am going to make
it.’ §
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gFrankly, Miss Jones is not in the
habit of jumping into anything that
promises a change of classroom rou-
tines, but there it -was: she told us
that she was going to adopt a couple
of Mongolian rodents.

‘You pronounce the g as you
would a j,’ she explained. And that
wasn't all. A cage would have to be
built by the Grade 7 boys and a few

copies of a booklet had to be or-

dered by the librarian,
“‘But gerbils!" Why gerbils?" we

.. asked. The answers we got were a
 little vague and mostly defensive,
.- but we did glean a few gems even if
_-they did little to assure us of her
_-rationality. For instance,” we were
- told-that a leading women’s maga-
' .-zine had extolled the virtue of ger-

bils as pets. There was even a pic-
ture of Barbra Streisand holding two
of the ‘little dezrs’-the article said

-she kept in her New York apart-

ment. One of the staffroom wits sug-
gested that :Miss Streicand  might
have found other interests by now,
but, be that as it may, Miss Jones
was not dismayed.

~At first- glance, the appeal of the

* mouse- rat-chipmunk thing is not

obvious Her call to the Iocal pet

'Mlss Jones thought she had ac-

quired, either. In the close quarters

. of a small cage, 10 of the creatures

vasor_'

ke e L

scampered over a few wood chips
that were well dampened and gave
off the usual musky odor one asso-
ciates with rodent species. Frowzy-
looking and skitterish in movement,
the gerbils almost lost the admira-
tion of our heroine right then and
there.

That reason prevailed in the pet
shop, that Miss Jones did indeed
jump into gerbils by purchasing a
pair of them is now history. How-
ever, the wisdom of her act was not
recognized by the rest of us until the
project was well under way.

The cage was the first visible evi-
dence of her schemes. Huge by
usual standards, it measured four
feet in-length, some two feet wide
and two feet high. There was a ply-
wood bottom and the framing was
screened around by screen-door
netting except for the top, which re-
mained open, although there was
another piece of plywood .that
served as a cover overnight and on
weekends.

The cage sat on the floor, and a
primary child could just reach down

“through the top to ti;.’cth the bot-

tom. Two gerbils were placed on the
bare floor of the cage and the whole
affair .was delivered to the. class-
room. '

Developments were not long in
coming. Antics of gerbils and child-

ren bubbled out of Miss Jones at
every coffee and lunch break, dur-
ing an in-service meeting on phon-
ics, and even at the supper table, if
we are to believe her roommate
who, like the rest of us, was getting
‘curiouser and curiouser’ about the
meaning of events. Miss Jones chose
to et us stew for a week or so before
exposing her hand, and we now sus-
pect that this restraint was a deli-
berate attempt to make a point.

We were eventually told that the
educational value of any animal in-
troduced into a classroom is initi-
ally with its ability to motivate chil-
dren’s curiosity. Miss Jones said that
if an animal is to become the object
of prolonged inquiry and not just an
exciting moment, the kind of guid-
ance given by a teacher is important.

As we understood her, a teacher
may erronously replace ‘inquiry’
with something less fruitful by tell-
ing all. In other words, curiosity is
not maintained in children by giving
them answers to their questions, but
by posing questions they may go
about answering themselves. And

. events in her classroom supported

the validity of her assertions. v
Arrival of the cage, barren except
for_the gerbils, not only provoked

an assembly of excited children
around its perimeter, but also many, -

many questions. That Miss Jones
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When Miss Jones and her class
adopted two gerbils, the rest of
the staff learned just as much
as the students—maybe more.

DEL TURNER

stuck to her inquiry-teacher role
throughout amazed even her, she
tells us, because the temptation to
answer the children’s questions was
great. However, the children were
told only a few facts.

That the animals were called ger-
bils; that their great-great-great-
grandfather had come frocm far-
away Mongolia; and that a diet of
lettuce and bird seed was planned
for the gerbils was some of the in-
formation that was freely given. In
reply to questions about the hand-
ling of animals, Miss Jones asked the
children not to attempt to pick them
up until everybody had become ac-
customed to each other. All other
questions were answered either
with the equivalent of a shrug or a
question questioning the question.

‘They need a bed.’

‘What sort of bed do you think
they would like?’

Or, in reply to questions about
food: ‘What do they eat?

‘Well, we’re going to feed them
lettuce and bird seed, but | don't
know what else they like.!

‘They might like bread.’

‘| really don’t know. How do you
think we could find out?

The ‘bedding’ problem was tack-
led first. The children wanted to try
‘cotton batting because it's soft,’
‘dirt to dig holes in,’ ‘rocks where
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Mr. Turner is supervising principal of
Adams Lake, Chase and Haldane Schools
in School District #24 (Kamloops).
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they can hide’ and sand, when they
were told that Mongolia was mostly
desert. But how could they find out
which of the suggestions the gerbils
liked best? Try one at a time? Not in
a primary classroom where every-
body wants his idea tried right
away!

They finally settled on a proce-
dure whereby the cage bottom was
sectioned off with a different mate-
rial in each area. But how would
they know which of the areas the
gerbils preferred? Only one boy
secmed to see that gerbils might
spend more time in preferred bed-
ding, so Miss Jones left the question
open—they would watch and see
what the gerbils did.

Feeding time brought the food
question to mind once again: ‘What
else do gerbils eat?” And a rule was
devised that stated that only those
things people eat would be tried.
Cereals, tomatoes, potatoes (cooked
and uncooked), meat, candy, hams-
ter food, peanut butter, and so forth,
were tested over the next few
weeks, with each child having a
turn. All very scientific, but occa-

sionaliy the gerbils misbehaved.

One incident involved a little girl
who had brought a bouquet of cut
flowers to ‘Show and Tell.” Having
just completed a unit on growing
seeds, the young lady announced
that she thought cut flowers might
grow if planted in soil, and Miss
Jones encouraged her to try her
theory.

It was an afterthought following
the potting of the flowers that led to
disaster: ‘Maybe the gerbils would
like my plantin their cage?’ That the
gerbils initially delighted the little
experimenter and her classmates by
‘smelling’ the flowers did not de-
tract from the calamity of finding
that they also eat flowers while one
is busy doing one’s arithmetic. Even
here something was learned, of
course.

And whien one is disgusted with
one’s seatwork and decides to feed
it to gerbils, a whole new area of
investigation can open up, too.
What kinds of paper do gerbils pre-
fer? Thick? Thin? Blue? Red? News-
paper? The immediate attack ger-
bils make on paper is a wonder to

Gerbils seem to be almost ideal classroom pets. They are
responsive to approaches, are gentle, and are unusual enough in behavior
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to hold the attention of all ages over months at a time.

all, especially children.

That the paper episode led to
other basic questions (Do gerbils
really eat paper?) and unique
methods and answers is something
only a teacher in a gerbil classroom
can really understand, | suppose,
but Miss Jones did manage to con-
vey the advantages of the unpre-
dictability of events by showing us
how to capitalize on every one of
them.

The interesting thing is that from
our original impression of gerbils as
obnoxious rodents we gradually
formed a new picture. The animals
appeared, eventually, to be almost
ideal classroom pets. They respond
immediately to all approaches of
the children, are gentle, and unusu-
al enough in behavior to hold the
attention of all ages over months at
a time. Kept in a large cage bedded
with soil or sand, gerbils need clean-
ing only once or twice a year. Being
a desert rodent, gerbils require only
two or three drops of water a day,
and if allowed to obtain this allot-
ment from lettuce, carrots or apple,
will not urinate liquid urine but
urine in crystal form almost devoid
of odor. They are different from
most classroom pets!

The best teacher reference is a lit-
tle booklet entitled Curious Gerbils
{(McGraw-Hill, 90c). Written for
both -children and teachers, the
many activities of inquiry and the
necessary information on care are
delightfully told in print and pic-
tures. The section on ‘baby gerbils’
is the best fun in the book, and, if
your gerbils happen to produce
young, you will be able to share the
children’s excitement as Miss Jones
did.

She did tell her children that one
of the gerbils was a boy and the
other a girl, and, naturally, they had
been named appropriately. But the
birth of the four little ones came all
of a sudden to surprise everybody,
including the teacher. A boy and a
girl gerbil became a father and a
mother gerbil. Baby gerbils were
seen to take milk from their mother.
Eyes opened, hair grew, and soon
the cage was filled with the scamper
of little feet. Which is all to be ex-
pected. But Miss Jones saw more in

Continued on page 266
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Are you getting through to them?
Pop festivals. Psychedelic colors. The Beatles. From the

time they leave class on Friday “till you sce them again,
these are the kind of high-powered stimulants

to filmstrips and back again in a matter of seconds,
simply by removing the projector lens and inserting

Lo, the filmstrip adapter.
your students are exposed to. Come Monday /"\”’f//,://___: IUs the smart way to stretch your A/V dollars,
morning the problem of ieeping them :

and an interesting one for your students.

For more information call your

Kodak A/V dealer, he's in the
Yellow Pages or write:

interested is back in your lap.

Today audiovisual material is readily
available, and we all know it really works,
The Kobak EKTAGRAPHIC Slide projector
and filmstrip adapter offer the versatility
you need to show this material —easily
and quickly. You can switch from slides

Motion Picture and Education Markets,
CANADIAN KODAK SALLS LINITLD
Toronto 15, Ontino
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Why Not Let Them Earn

and Learn?

Continued from page 257

pay young people to develop their
talents and interests for their own
good and for the ultimate good of
society?

Why not? The formative years are
short and they slip by quickly. The
seeds must be planted at the right
time or we reap the harvest of
alienation and unrest, of disillusion
and discontent.

Why not? We already have the
nucleus of many good programs in
such places as the Y, the community
centers and the programs run by
various city governments. The
trouble with most of these is that
they appeal to the ‘good’ kids. They
have failed to have wide enough ap-
peal to teenagers, who tend to drop
out too early.

Why not? In time of war or na-
tional crisis we can always find the
money and the resources and the
personnel to mobilize for destrucg
tion. Why can’t we do the same for
something constructive?

Guidelines for Earn-and-Loarn
Programs

® Programs that were successful
last summer should be adequately
funded and expanded.

® A graduated scale of payment ac-
cording to the age of the partici-
pants should be established.

® Emphasis should be put first on
new programs appealing to the 16-
to 19-year-olds.

® A wide range of interests—sports,
athletics, hobbies, crafts, and all
branches of the arts—should be
included.

© Instructors should be required to
have no qualifications other than
demonstrated ability in their field
and an interest in working with
young people.

® Attendance of the participants
should be required, but there
should be no suggestion of passing
or failing or of obtaining grades or
credits. A certificate should be given
to all who participate.

The best safeguard against the stress
and tension caused by boredom is to
start cultivating hobbies early in life
- . . writing, painting, photography,
music—there’s no limit to the
possibilities.
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® Programs should be housed in

schools, halls, churches, vacant
stores, basements and summer
camps.

o An effort should be made to have
business and industry participate by
adopting and funding various pro-
grams.

® Emphasis should be put on doing
and learning. The program should
offer more than a talk-fest or a pas-
sive ‘listen to the latest recording’
type of inactivity.

© To obtain the grants, groups and
clubs that now offer programs for

‘nice’ kids should be required to ad-
mit an equal number of kids who
know nothing about that particular
activity,

e No young people applying for
welfare in the Lower Mainland
should be granted it for any length
of time unless they can show regular
attendance at an Earn-and-lLearn
Center.

® Programs should be set up by the
Department of Recreation and Con-
servation or the Community Pro-
grams Branch of the Department of
Education. §

The BC TEACHER



«This isn‘t a learned treatise—it's
my wife’s idea and just plain com-
mon sense. {(Aha! . . . Fooled you,
Women’s Lib!)

But that / should think it's com-
mon sense! Maybe we need a ‘Mar-
ried Men’s Lib’ . . . or maybe just
less glib lib. Anyway, that's not the
problem for which Mrs. P, offered
such a simple solution.

I was telling her at supper about a
most discouraging staff meeting on
‘This School’s Philosophy of Educa-
tion—for the Brilliant, and for the
Not-so-brilliant’ . . . so many prob-
lems; so many philosophies; so
many academic solutions; but
scarcely a positive suggestion.

‘It's simple,’ said Mrs. P. ‘Just have
your ““High School Graduation” at
the end of Grade 10./

‘What!’ cried I, choking on my
liqueur.

‘Drink up, and shut up! | said,
“Just have your ‘High School Gra-
duation’ at the end of Grade 10.”’
{1 didn’t ask her what | was going to
do about triple punctuation marks.
.. Wish | had.) .

‘High school graduation is the
fetish—the “Ne Plus Ultra”. . ./

‘No, my dear, that’s the name of
our Scotch.’

‘Drink up, and shut up! . .. High
school graduation is the stumbling
block. Fail to get it, and you fail to
get anything. Parents can’t stand for
their kids to fail. You teachers don't
want anyone to fail; so you push,

.pull or prevaricate to drag them .

through.

‘But everyone’s beginning to
catch on. Universities are setting
their own entrance standards; re-
gional colleges don’t much care
about high school standings, and
employers are asking not so much
for transcripts as: “/But what kind of
a worker will this kid be?”
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‘Besides, who really needs your
present brand of Grade 11 and 12
education? The kids who are going
to university? Maybe. Or wouldn‘t
they be better off in a college at-
mosphere—where ACADEMICS is
THE THING?

‘As for the rest—50% of those in
your literature, French, biology or
social studies courses, the 50% that
drives you crazy trying to meet gra-
duation standards when they're
never going to use or need that kind
of stuff—wouldn’t they be better off
in technical schools? In colleges? In
vocational schools? In training on
the job?

‘How many more than now would
enjoy ‘‘the sweet smell of success’’?
How many more could “graduate”
from  Grade  10—successfully,

Mr. Patton teaches at Southern Okanagan
Secondary School in Oliver.

proudly, without the present threat
or taint of “drop-out” or the per-
sonal disaster of “failing”?

‘But you insist on driving them
crazy, and they drive you crazy, try-
ing to meet the unrealistic needs,
the unrealistic standards of Grade
12 graduation.

‘What a waste of kids! What a
waste of teachers! What a waste
of vocational schoois, technical
schools, colleges! We've got all
those institutions, and here you are
in high school trying to duplicate
them . . . with your shops courses
your commercial courses, your tech-
nical courses. Such duplication! And
what a waste of money!

‘You've been to visit a vocational
school, haven’t you? And a techni-
cal school? You’ve seen how the
kids work there—because they
know why they’re there. It’s not just
some place to put in time until they
can get out and learn to do the real
thing—their thing. . .

‘So, as | said in the beginning, why
not cut off high school at Grade 10?
Then, each kid goes where he wants
to go—to train on the job, to learn a
job, to learn a trade, to become a
technician, to prepare for univer-
sity, or to college to find out where
he wants to go, eventually. But he
doesn’t sit around for two years suf-
fering through meaningless classes
in Grades 11 and 12.

‘Business, industry, science—all
are demanding young people—
trained or trainable young people—
not 18- and 19-year-olds fresh out of
high schoo! with little except a
transcript of dubious meaning or
value.

‘Give them a chance to grow up.
Make them grow up! If a citizen is
of voting age at 19, he should know
what he’s doing by then. Kick him
out of the nice, comfy, high school
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nest at 16 or 17, at Grade 10. He'll
have to start thinking seriously
about what he’s going to do before
that. All to the good—Grade 9 and
Grade 10 will be serious, important
years . . . not just time to put in.

Mrs. P. finally paused for breath,
and | got a word in edgewise: ‘But
what about destroying their care-
free childhood?’

‘Oh, you mid-Victorian sentimen-
talist! Your “child” is ready to be a
parent at 14. He’s in adult court at

17. He can legally drink at 19, and
vote, too. And he has wanted noth-
ing more, all the time, than to be an
adult. It's only economics and poli-
tics that have tried to keep him off
the labor market—to keep him a
child—and, now, TV has ruined all
that. He knows almost as much
about life as you do-—except how to
do a job.

‘So, quit babying him through
high school until Grade 12. Get him
started on the road to meaningful

life and livelihood at least by the
time he’s 16, in Grade 10. .. on the
job, in a vocational school, in a tech-
nical school, or in a college atmos-
phere. It will make a man of him—a
better man than the high schools are
making now.

‘And it will do so at less cost. Even
you know that specialization re-
duces production costs.’

‘Yes, dear,’ |1 conceded. ‘It's just
as simple as that. | must write and
tell the B.C. Teachers’ Federation.’ §

Miss Jones Jumps Into
Gerbils

Continued from page 262

these events than most of us might
have.

Baby gerbils were weighed and
records were kept. There was a Tail
Chart, which graphed the increase
in tail length once every week. And
the daily diary of gerbil happenings
formed a large experience chart on
the classroom wall, to say nothing of
the many stories (spontaneous and
arranged) written by individuals
who told of their gerbil findings.

Miss Jones read imaginative stor-
ies about similar animals to the

- children and they compared these

fantasies with the real-world pets
they were coming to know so very

well. Good readers undertook ex-

cursions to the school library look-
ing for more about animals of every
kind. Even poor readers (and some
had not learned to read at all) en-
joyed the new knowledge they
could obtain from the filmstrips on
desert animals they found with the
viewer in the corner of the room.
Music, art, science, arithmetic, lan-
guage arts and citizenship {maybe
they are really all one) came out of
gerbils in Miss Jones's classroom.

The field trip to the zoo in the
spring was sort of different, too. The
children went with definite pur-
poses in mind—animal behavior
and sizes were the focus. While they
were on the zoo site they seriously
investigated questions concerning
animal sizes. Groups ‘sought an-
swers to such puzzlers as biggest,
smallest, equals, longest legs, long-

est necks, shortest tails, and so forth,
while others looked into the nur-
ber of different species in the whole
zoo.

Before he left the site, every child
chose his ‘story animal’ (the one he
intended to write a report on when
he got back to school). Accom-
panied by a Year 7 girl, each child
spent 10 minutes watching his favo-
rite animal, sharing the experience
with friends who were in his group,
talking about the questions Miss
Jones had put into the hands of her
pupil-helpers.

That the questions were similar to
if not identical with those the chil-
dren had already asked about their .
own gerbils will by now not surprise
the reader any more than it caught
the rest of us off guard; Miss Jones
knew wtat she was about. §

'LARGE APARTMENT for rent, May to

Sept. . Furn. Adults, $200/mo. Phone 263-
8725 or write Mrs. B. Johns, #406 - €026

*  Tisdall St., Van. 13

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE

FOR RENT—July-August 15, 2 bedroom
house, fully furnished, near UBC, §$250
full session. Write 3506 West 12th Ave.,
Vancouver 8, B.C.

OTTAWA TEACHER, wife, 3 children (2,
4, 6) “wish to.exchange suburban home for
adequate ~urban or summer (preferably
‘coastal) accommodation, however remote,
any 'part of summer 1871. L. Wade, 1947
Falrbanks Ave., Ottawa 8, Ont.

HOUSE FOR RENT--June 28 until Sept.
2.'3 bedroom. 5 min: to UBC. See at 3883 -
23 Ave. 3V, or tel. 224-0962 after 5. $400
for the 2 months, furnished. ;

- HOMEB EBXCHANGE — 2-bedroom home

with view of Okanagan Lake, 400 yards

~irom 'sandy. public -beach, 3/4 mile from
“yacht club., Would like to exchange for

2 bedroom home close-to UBC for summer

. school. Reply G. Evans, Box 4, Westbank.
* PO RENT—SUMMER MONTHS—)-bed-

room ~home, fully furnished, 35. minutes
from UBC. Also available—3 bedrcom cot-
tage on . -beach, White Rock. Enquire:
12\{1.756%1:71;5ton. 857 Falirdell Cr., Richmona.

- SMALT, HOUSE, large secluded lot. Rea-

sonable for reliable tenant at summer

' - _session. $40 a week, to be negotiated.
M. Smith, 1590 Graveley St., North
Vancouver, :

FOR EBENT-—Large 3 bdrm. furnished
home Coquitlam. Park-like area. Avalil-
able " July-Aug. ~$200 per month., 3055
Daybreak Ave,, Coquitlam, B.C.

FULLY FURNISHED BACHELOR SUITE
—close to Lougheed Mall. Suit couple.
10 mins. to SFU; % hr. to ULC. Indoor
and outdoor 'pool, pgym, tennis court,
underground parking., $250 for Juiy-
August. D. Gregory, #132 - 9288 Cameron,
Burnaby 2.

FOR RENT—3 bedroom home vicinity
67th and S.W. Marine Dr. Available end
of June to beginning of Sept. Write G.
Sinclair, 2142 W, 67 Ave.,, Vancouver 14.

HOME FOR RENT—July 1 -

Sept. 1.
Furn. 2-bedroom_house.

Near " transpor-
tation, stores & UBC. Non-sniokers please,
g:ligoécszgw W. 18th, Vancouver 8, B.C.
i - .

LUX. BACH. SUITB—furnished; sauna &
pool; overlooks Lost Lagoon: To let July
1 to Aug. 27. $1560 mo. 682-2055.

FOR RENT—July and August, 3 bedroom
home, finished rec. room and utility,
large lot, North Vancouver. Close to 2nd
Narrows Bridge. Write to A. H. Mirren,
1804 Sutherland Ave., North Vancouver or
phone 988-3408.

FOR RENTCompletely furnished new
8 bedroom home. Two blocks to university
and shopping center. Available July and

* Aug. #10 - 1701 McKenzie Ave., Victoria,
- 477-3770. B T i i

POR RENT—For Summer Session. Large,
new 3 bdrm. home, 1 blk. from beach, 40
“mins; to UBC. Fully furnished $400. Box
108, ‘Lions Bay, B.C. )

POR RENT—inside UBC gates, July and
August, Lovely home, 3 bedr and den. E,

M. Kaser, 4765 Chancellor: Blvd, 'Vancou- "~
ver 8, 228-8738. : - 5

b

WATERFRONT SUMMER HOME—beau-

tifully located on, Gambier Island; all fa- -

cilities. Daily transportation to Vancou-
ver. $70/wk. Write E. M. Kaser, 4765
Chancellor Blvd, Vancouver 8, 228-8738.

STAY AT THE JOSEPH BENJAMIN
RESIDENCE
Kelowna's finest residential hotel. The
quiet atmosphere and good service will
please you. Monthly rates are: Doubles
at $6.00 each per day; Singles at $7.00
per day. Dining room, laundry and maid
service included in above rates. Contact
The Joseph Benjamin Residence, 1460
Sutherland Ave,, ‘Kelowna, B.C.

FOR RENT-—July and August. Fully fur-
nished 3-bedroom family home in beauti-
ful  North Vancouver - setting. . Close . to
shops, parks—20 minutes to downtown.
Rent - $275/month.: Everything included.
A. E. Jarvis, 1047 Clements Ave., North
Vancouver, 987-6770. - '

FOR RENT—4 bedroom country house on
2-acre. lot close to sea. 14 miles from
UVic. Available July 1 to August 31.
Write K. Heintzman, 3660 Park Drive,
R.R.1, Victoria, B.C.

FOR RENT—Fully furnished, 1-bedroom .
penthouse apartment, West End, close to
Stanley Park, beach, stores, on bus route.
Available May 1 -October 1. $1856 monthly.
MclIntosh, #1102 -1735 Nelson St., Van-

couver §

JULY AND AUGUST BARGAIN-—Sublet
for 2/2: the rent spacious, modern apt. in
North Van at 12 St. near Lonsdale..No _
children, no pets. $125. Contact L. W.

Murphy, 320 - 260 E, 12 St., N.V. iy
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¢Books on the fine arts are tradi-

tionally expensive, oversized and
frequently vandalized by students.
They can be somewhat of a head-
ache for the librarian; nevertheless,
they form a major part of any refer-
ence collection and deserve special

“carein both purchasing and hous-

ing. Here are some you may not yet
know about.
Ginna Pischel’s ‘A World History

~of ‘Art: Painting, Sculpture, Archi-
tecture, Decorative  Arts - (Golden

- - Pr.,; 1968, $17.95). This beautiful
. book could,eas:ly be your one his-
- tory -of art reference, if you are so

restricted. It is a gem.
Even more expensive is Audrey

: Hawthorn s Art of the Kwakiut! In-
- dians_and Other Northwest Coast-

. Tribes: This joint venture of the UBC
"~ and U: Wash. Presses came out in
.. .:1967, costs $26, but.with discounts
" 2-cost ‘our school $18.20; a —;strikin'g
-~ ‘book in full color that makes a nice
S compamon to Barbeau and Jenness

. Another less recent but lmportant
S book is the Mlustrated Glossary of
" " Architecture 850-1830, by John Har-
'il’lS &']. Lever (Faber, c1966, $17); it
- is.an outstandlng reference in a
~ ~somewhat neglected field. .
... The Encyclopedia of Folk, Coun-
" try.and Western Music, by Stambler
.& Llandon: (St." Martin’s, ~ c1969,

14.25) is a.very ‘with-it’ title, fully
trated - “with' plctures of ‘all’the

known c & w, fo!k-rock and )

NEW BOOKS

C. D. NELSON

REFERENCE ROUNDUP - PART TWO

other musical groups so dear to the
hearts of today’s youth (and some of
the Geritol generation fans, too).

BELLES LETTRES

The next two titles are probably
familiar to everybody, but as | said
at the beginning of Part I, | have to
mention them in case there are
secondary school libraries thatdon’t
have them! The Reader’s Encyclope-
dia, 2d ed., by William Rose Benet
(Crowell, ¢1965, $11.50) is a dic-
tionary of literature, chiefly English-
language, that is on a par with the
numercus Oxford Companions or

‘The New Century Handbook of Eng-

lish Literature—i.e., it is extremely
useful.

The second is one of my all-time
favorite books: Brewer’s Dictionary

‘of Phrase & Fable (Cassell, c1966,

about $11). It is a potpourri of curi-
osities; allusions-and everything else

you are likely to come across in
~reading-and studying Eng Lit. It is

worth hours of your time. (You will
perhaps pardon me if [ crow a bit—
besides the current copy | have an

“ancient edition of Brewer, dated
1911, picked up in a secondhand

bookstore Eat your hearts out, fel-
low librarians!)

A very useful paperback title is

Colwell’s A Student’s Guide to Liter-
ature, which sets out in concise form
all you need to know about literary

_-genres—novel, short story, essay,
..etc, with information: on plot,

theme, characterization, and 101
things dear to the hearts of English
teachers (Wash. Sq. Pr., c1968, 95¢
—spend an extra dollar recklessly to
have it permanently bound).

Frank N. Magill is a tremendously
busy editor, and among hiz volum-
inous output are several titles for the
reference shelves: Cyclzpedia of
Literary Characters, a dictionary of
people-in fiction, from Barkis, the
willin’ to Lady Teazel, and thou-
sands more, ideal for quick refer-
ence (c1963, $12.50); a 4-volume set
originally called -Masterplots, but
now entitled Masterpieces of World
Literature in Digest Form. Each vol-
ume is a selection of best known
works from literatures of all coun-
tries, witti critical annotation, list of
characters, information on time and
setting, date of composition, iol-
lowed by a precis of the plot or
comment on the work if not a novel.
Each volume is indexed and vol. 4
hias a master index to the set (c1952,

1955, 1960 and 1968, and $12.50 -

each for Vols. 1to 3, $14.95 for vol.
4). . ,
Yet another title is Magill’s Quo-
tations in Context, a useful source-
book in which each quotation from
fiction, essay or poem is shown with
enough of the surrounding text to
place it in its proper context, thus
enhancing the meaning consider-

_ably (c1965, $13.75). All the Magill _
~ books are from Harper & Row. ..
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To backtrack slightly there is A. F.
Scott’s book of Current Literary
Terms, a concise dictionary of their
origin and use (St. Martin’s, c1965,
$3.95). Another Dictionary of For-
eign Phrases and Abbreviations,
comp. by Kevin Guinagh, contains
thousands of foreign words and
phrases in English language works
and is similar to, but more concise
than, the Bliss book mentioned
earlier (Wilson, ¢1965, $6).

Perhaps the one indispensable
work on poetry for students and tea-
chers is Preminger’'s Encyclopedia
of Poetry and Poetics, familiarly
known as ‘The Princeton Encyclo-
pedia of P. & P.” (Princeton Univ Pr.,
c1965, $15 net). This bock contains
the most comprehensive treatment
on poetry you are evcr likely to find.

The Oxferd Companion to Eng-
lish Literature is too well-known to
comment on here except to men-
tion that the 4th ed., revised 1967 is
available at $10.

Another Crowell reference simi-
lar to Benet (above) is the Read-
er's Encyclopedia of Shakespeare
(c1966, $19.50), and despite the

price, is surely the most complete
sourcebook of Shakespeareana |
have seen, and definitely justifies a
place in the secondary school lib-
rary. The many illustrations are par-
ticularly valuable,

Two more Crowell titles you
might consider are Lillian Feder’s
Crowell’s Handbook of Classical
Literature (c1964, $9.50) and R. Y.
Hathorn’s Crowell’s Handbook of
Classical Drams (c1967, $7.95).
They form a pair of references most
useful to the study of Greek, Roman
and other epic poetry, plays and
other literary forms, with much in-
formation on mythology, religion
and social customs of ancient times.

HISTORY—PLACES AND PEOPIE
The fields of history, geography

and bingraphy that make up the

huge 900 class in the Dewey scheme
are crarnmed with reference books
that are either basic first purchases
for any librery or are highly usefu! to
subject teachers. Here are several |
suggest you look into.

What Happened When?, by Stan-
ford M. Mirkin, is, as its subtitle says,

‘a noted researcher’s almanac of
yesterdays,’ and is a chronology of
significant events in world history
arranged under each date of the
year (Washburn, 1966, $9.50).

What | thought would be a book
students would just leaf through at
leisure has turned out to be a most
valuable reference: David Eggen-
berger's A Dictionary of Battles
(Crowell, ¢1967, $12.50). It de-
scribes, with plans and maps, every
important battle in history from
Biblical times up to modern wars, in
easily-consulted alphabetical ar-
rangement.

An inexpensive item from Eng-
land, Gilbert Martin’s Recent His-
tory Atlas features boldly drawn
maps with concise notes that out-
line major events in history from
1870 to the present. The 2nd ed.
appeared in 1967 (Weidenfeld &
Nicholson, $2.95, soft covers).

I risk belaboring the obvious, but
| suppose by now all schools are
buying Time Capsules. These are
extremely handy condensations
from the pages of Time magazine, -
each volume covering one calendar

IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Send Order To:

BOOKS

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY BOOKSTORE OFFERS A
*MAIL ORDER-C.0.D.” SERVICE TO ALL TEACHERS

o Large Selection of Educational Titles Available.
¢ Orders Filled Same Day if in Stock.
e Allow Four to Six Weeks for Titles not in Stock.

The Bookstore

Simon Fraser University
Burnaby 2, B.C.

Att.: Mail Order Dept.

- L] -~ o , -
Reading - Caleb Gattegno’s Solution
Reading with WORDS IN COLOUR, developed by Dr. C. Gattegno in 1959 and
perfected since in the light. of wide experiance in schools of U.S.A., Britain and
Australia; has been shown 1 overcome the common' difficulties of making the
transformation. from speech to writing and reading. This method has been
found to achieve literacy in a matter of weeks, equip the learner with criteria
to master the historically grown ‘vagaries of Enghsh spelling, increase his vocabu-
lary and promote creative writing. Furthermore, it provides a stepping stone to
acquire French or Spanish as a foreign Ianguage All this, and more, is docu-
mented in & number of books written by teachers on their classroom experiences,
~'A member of numerous”’seminars L3ld by Dr. Gattegno and.an observer of

“varied classes over a period of seven years,

MRS. C. H. SIMPSON
3870 Emerald Drlve, North Vancouver, B. C Tel. 604 980- 4030
Educational Consultant -
Associate of SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE, New York, wili' give information and

bibliography, and is trained by Dr. Gattegno to conduct professional workshops
‘and tutor non-readers individually or in groups.

CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP
FOR STUDENTS COMPLETING
GRADE 10
The Government of British Cclumblia
has authorized a Centennial Scholar-
ship valued at $5,000 to assist a
student from this province to attend
the United World College of the At-
lantic at St. Donat’'s, Wales from Sep-

tember 1971 until June 1973.
The aims of the Umted World College
are:
1) To promote through education in-
ternational friendship and understand-
ing, as well as an ezppreciation of
the essential interdependence of all
people.
2) To provide a pattern of education
adapted to meet the special needs
of our age.
St. Donat’s offers a 2-year pre-univer-
sity course representing the iast two
years of high school. Academic stand-
ards -are high and all applicants must
be of university potential. Over 130
universities in the world have accepted
students from Atlantic College.
Principals, school counsellors or stu-
dents wishing information about - the
Centennial Scholarship to the United
World College of the Atlantic are
asked to write for particulars to:
Mr. T. J. Sawchuk, Chairman
British Columbia Selection
Committee
United World College of the
Atlantic
Assistant to the Dean, Faculty of
Education
University of Victoria, Victoria, B.C.
?g;;ﬂine for submissions Aprll 30,
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year. Eventually all years will be
‘capsulated’ and the publication
program so far has been in some-
wkat random order, from the 30s to
1968, which | believe is the latest
available. $4.90 each.

The federal Department of Ener-
gy, Mines and Resources, Geogra-
phic Branch, puts out the official
Gazetteer of Canada, and you
should have at least the British Co-
lumbia volume, which lists all
known place names in B.C,, giving
exact latitude and longitude, alter-
nate names if any, and whether the
name represents a lake, river, moun-
tain, village or whatever (2d ed. QP
Ottawa, 1966, $7.50). Warning: this
is paperbound and should be rein-
forced.

Now we come to a number of
atlases that are recent enough to be
new to many readers: The Canadian
Oxford Atlas of the World (2d rev.
ed., c1967, $14.95) is not to be con-
fused with the Canadian Oxford
School Atlas, a prescribed text for
Geography 12. It is an oversize lib-
rary atlas with large, clear map
plates.

Printshop Gremlins Strike!
Printshop gremlins are pesky

The Holt World Atlas, ed. by Jean
de Varennes & Jean Lavallee, is a
brand-new Canadian work (HRW,
¢1970, $6.95), with special maps and
statistical material on Canada, fea-
turing large uncluttered maps. Be
sure to get a copy of the French
edition too.

Moving into the big leagues, there
is a very handsome entry, the Rand
McNally International Atlas (c1269,
$39.50) with exceptionally fine map
plates and other desirable features
that make it a basic research tool for
the library.

Another useful atlas from this
firm, often overlooked, is the Rand
McNally Road Atlas: United States,
Canada, Mexico, published annual-
ly in oversize soft covers, and regu-
larly updated to show just about
every road, track and freeway in
North America. Detailed maps of
metropolitan areas and individuai
cities are included ($2.95).

Going back to the Canadian De-
partment of Energy, Mines and Re-
sources, this time the Surveys and
Mapping Branch, we acquired cop-

jes, in both English and French, of

the new Atlas and Cazelteer of
Canada. This is a very informative
atlas of Canada, with clear maps
and tabulated information, especi-
ally suited to courses in general
business and Canadian geography
(QP, Ottawa ,¢1969, $7.50 either
ed.).

We reviewed the Akrigg's 1000
Place Names of British Columbia in
this magazine earlier this school
year. Now comes a somewhat simi-
lar work by Lynn Middleton, Place
Names of the Pacific Northwest
Coast (Elldee Pub., c1969, $12.50).
Wwhile | prefer the former title, this
new book is slightly more compre-
hensive, for it includes many place
names from Washington and Ore-
gon as well as B.C. A unique feature
is a symbol placed before each
name: a maple leaf for those in Ca-
nada, and an eagle for American
places. A few of the commentaries
are very intriguing.

Not all libraries will be interested
in the very fine reprint edition of
Sir John Franklin's Narrative of a
Journey to the Shores of the Polar

. train . ..
more effectively

teach . .

Put

ViM
)
your
overhead
projectuals.

CHART-PAK's® Visua! Instructional Materials Kit lets you
fit standard transparencies to your particular classroom
needs, lets you create original projectuals, without costly
equipment.

VIM Kit contains everything you need . . . and easy to
use! Chart-Pak's pressure-sensitive solic color and pattern
tapes, pre-printed symbols, Deca-Dry® transfer lettering,
Contak color tints, shading films and all accessories are
included. Using is believing . . . write for complete VIM Kit
information.

CHRRTPAK ROTEX

Distributed by:

THE GEO. H. HEWITT €0. LTD.

944 Richards St., Yencouver 2, BC Tel. 682-5861

things that strike when everybody
concerned is sure they have been
circumvented. Page 213 of our
March issue has been their latest
victim.

Three lines are missing from the
foot of column two!

The paragraph mangled by the
gremlins should read:

‘Yet | believe the two overriding de-
mands | have named tower above
all the others, simply because they
go directly to what is crucial to life

i in our culture—and the survival of
the culture itself.’

The Editors
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Sea in the Years 1819, 20, 21 and 22,
but if this isn’t authentic Canadiana,
I don’t know what is. An enthralling
book, illustrated with a pocket of
folded maps, this $20 item marks a
great publishing achievement for
the Edmonton firm of Hurtig Press.
And with today’s increased interest
in the Canadian Arctic, this buok
will find responsive readers. |
placed it on my reference shelf be-
cause it is too valuable a book for
general circulation.

it is in the area of biography, per-
haps, that a goed library reference
collection is often judged. The lives
of writers, statesmen, s¢ = tists, art-
ists and inventors, etc., are impor-
tant to us as we try to assess our
own achievement and understand
our present civilization. Fortunately,
we are well served by many stan-
dard sourcebooks for biographical
information. Here are some you
may not be using yet.

People in Books, by Margaret E.
Nicholson, is a new work (Wilson,
c1969, $12) that constitutes a selec-
tive guide to biographical literature
arranged by vocations and other

fields of reader interest. If you wish
to locate books about atomic scien-
tists, trappers, surgeons or Russian
tsars, fiction and nonfiction, this is
the book that will give the answers.

Your library should be subscrib-
ing to Current Biography (Wilson,
$8 annually for 11 numbers). A
bound vyearbook ($8) cumulates
each year’s issues for permanent
reference. A broad range of living
persons — actors, writers, politi-
cians, scientists, entertainers, sports
figures and so on—is represented,
together with obituaries of those
who have appeared in CB in the
past. [t might pay you to purchase
back issues of the bound annuals,
all of which are in print ($7 to $10).
The style is lively, each article has a
picture of the person and a bibli-
ography of magazine articles about
him. Very useful, indeed.

Still more from Wilson Co., which
seems to specialize in biography:

Who Was When, a Dictionary of
Contemporaries, although not a
new work, deserves wider use (2d
ed. 1950, $6). This is an awkwardly-

and license fees.

- FLEET PROGRAM
. C. TEACHERS

Purchase any brand new
American Motors automobile
GREMLIN, HORNET JAVELIN, MATADOR,
AMBASSADOR

for Factory Invoice plus $100

Including all dealer preparahons and handling charges. Yes, that’s
right, there are no additional charges except for usual Iocal taxes
TRADES ARE WELCOMED

This program is available by appointment only with
Mr. Mike Rostill, Fleet Mgr.*

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS CALL OR WRITE MIKE ROSTILL

RALPH WILLIAMS MOTORS LTD.

World's Largest Automobiie Dealer

Fleet Phone No. 688-7633-
- 5965 Kingsway, Burnaby, B.C.

*Available only to teachers who have not recently talked to one of our salesmen.
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shaped book, being wider than it is
tall, and cumbersome to shelve, but
it is interesting in that it takes ~an's
history by centuries subdivided into
decades, and shows which famous
people were alive at the same time
in various countries. it is further di-
vided across the double pages into
fields of endeavor, to include kings
and other ruiers, scientists, artists,
literary figures, and so on. Very use-
ful to gain insight into how a per-
son’s contemporaries probably in-
fluenced his accomplishments.

Canada now has the first two
volumes of a definitive Dictionary
of Canadian Biography, a distingu-
ished work from University of To-
ronto Press. | guess all schools have
received gift copies of vol. |, which
lists biographies between 1000 and
1700 A.D. Now vol. HI, 1701 to 1740
is available (c1969, $20), and sub-
sequent volumes will cover practi-
cally everyone ever mentioned in
Canadian affairs.

Back to Wilson and more staple
titles dealing with literary biogra-
phy. The ‘Authors series,’ chiefly ed.
by Stanley J. Kunitz, covers a very
wide range, and | merely list them
here: American Authors, 1600-1900
($10); British Authors before 1800
($8); British Authors of the 19th
Century ($8); European Authors,
7000-1900 ($8); 20th Century Au-
thors, and First Supplement ($9.40
and $8).

These, together with Current Bi-

. ography above, should provide the

bulk of information likely to be
needed by students . . . but not
quite; we now have a new rev. &
enl. ed. of Canadian Writers/Ecri-
vains Canadiens, by Guy Sylvestre
& others (Ryerson, ¢1967, $9.50), a
bilingual reference that deals ex-
clusively with Canadian authors,
and a highly useful one at that.
American Heritage publishes a
variety of beautiful ‘coffee-table’
books, as they are sometimes un-
kindly called; but don‘t be misled
by this canard! Many of them are
first-rate reference materials. The
tiorizon Book of the Elizabethan
World is one such: Beautifully il-
lustrated with paintings and ‘maps,
it examines in detail the ‘English
Renaissance’ with particular em-
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phasis on Shakespeare’s theater and
English discovery and exploration
(1967, $18.95).

An imporiant new book from Mc-
Clelland & Stewart came our way
this last year: Fraser Symington’s
The Canacdian Indian, the lllustrated
History of the Great Tribes of Ca-
nada—a remarkably handsome
book in full color and a timely re-
ference for all grades (1969, $20).

Finally, ! want to remind all li-
braries that the Canadian Annual
Review, now edited by John Say-
well, is another important serial
published by U. Tor. Press. The 1969 | f{g 17
volume is now being distributed
(c1970, $25), but all annuals from
the first CAR in 1964 are still avail-
able. These are indispensable sum- | [19 20
maries of what happened in Cana-
dian politics, foreign affairs, arts and
letters, science and research, sports,
and many other facets of national | [23
life, fully indexed, written with
distinction.

12 13 14

LAST WORDS
At the beginning of this series |
posed the question, ‘What is a re-

ference book? From the ensying CLUES ACROSS GLUES DOWN
commentary | hope | have given 1. Move quickly from maestro with 2. The day to lock forward to at the end
some - indication of the kinds of nothing lacking  (6) of the'march (3, 5, 2, 5)

; : 5. Quarrels about the left-overs? (6) 3. Looking with malice at what
books you might reasonably include
\ oy 9. Job for a sportsman or a composer ye've lied about (4, 4)
in that category. After all, it hinges 7,3, 5 4. “Lend thy band,
on usefulness in supnlying authen- | 10. Get together when I render a And nluck my ...... garment from
tic information beyond the text- strange air  (3) me."” (The Tempest) (5)

. . R 11. Spoke endlessly—as tite 5. Hun’s craze for the dog (9)
book, and includes special things frightened teeth did? (9) 6. Pari of a camp-fire settlement  (5)
not found in the general library | 12. Apl: seizure (anagram) (18) 7. Puttir;)gl off—in a strip cartoon,

; i ; 14. A bit of house-repair work (4) possibly  (15)
circulating coll.ectlon. 16. Corner the satisfactory number (4) 8. Guard for a strong finisher (6)
At the senior level reference | 7. A withdrawal—although there’s 9. Swedish coin partly uppermost for
books are the nucleus around which : ﬁghtinghin the r?a;]l l(10) ) " ;hedGermar?) munli)ti%nsl fz;(ctlor)E )(5)
H i : 19, Go to the top of the league? (4,5 . Sandpipers? No, bobolinks! (9
the rest of th.e library ,IS built. They 22.. Get away from a present day Eve (5) 15. Skills evident when Scene 100 is
are not a static collection, but must 23. Vhief and receiver, for example altered (b,
be added to and subtracted from as (3,2, 5 b ind | 16. All}i]s Ios:—d;espite the dance
H H = 24, Stations for the industria within (2, 4
::l?lenl;s usefulness increases or de outfits (6} 18. The relationskip of part 15 (5)
. " 25. Comforting outcome of a 20. Half a score over the joint (5)
Again | want to make very clear misdemeanor, for example (6) 21. Extract from a fine literary work (5)
that this list is a personal one, based : :
on day-to-day experience in a Answers will be printed next month

secondary school library, and while
| have many other reference books
of all kinds, 1 have deliberately
chosen to include only those | think Answers for last month’s puzzle
might not be so generally used. :

Perhaps in a future article | shall ) ’AGROSS DOWN

present more titles as | discover 1. Chub 15. Tea set 1. Cockatoo 8. Cash and carry
thei.i. | have no doubt that many 3. Isolated 17. Practitioner 2. Urban 12. Sturgeon

H _ 9. Cabbage 20. Prior 4. Smelly 14. Terrier
readers know of itles | have over 10. Nadir 21. Lignite 5. Lengthenings 16. Fill in
looked. If so, please share them | 4 Annihilation 22. Straying 6. Tedious 18. Noise
with me! § 13. Outing 23. Tern 7. Dam 19. Opts
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¢if 1 find Henry Viil's personality
slightly difficult to define, it's prob-
ably because | imagine him to have
looked and acted like Charles
Laughton, Robert Shaw and Richard
Burton.
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MONITORING THE MEDIA

JAN DRABEK

HENRY VIil: A LESSON PLAN

The English production of the Six
Wives of Henry VIll, shown over
CBC Television on Sundays through
~pril 25, didn’t help much. At the
time of this writing only one epi-
sode, the one involving Catherine of

Aragon, has been shown, but from
the standpoint of Henry's charac-
terization, it may have been the
most important one.

Henry is traditionally depicted as
a fat slob and each portrayal usually
begins somewhere in the late 1520s,
when he was in his thirties. The Six
Wives, on the other hand, gives us
a glimpse of an 18-year-old Henry
—a lanky, considerate, bookish
young Prince of Wales, who is en-
dearingly in love with a Spanish
lady.

Granted that the love angle was
at best factually spurious. At the
same time it was indispensable to
the story as seen by the English tele-
vision writer. Granted that Cather-
ine of Aragon’s ‘Spanishness’ was
not always apparent. But accurate
historical and ethnic portrayals do
not necessarily a good drama make.

And good drama it was. Damn
good drama. One has to admit it,
although it's so much more fun to
write a scathing review than to go
along with the multitudes and give
crediv where it's due.

‘Smashingly produced, written
and directed,’ wrote the London
Times as quoted in an expensive
COLOR ad in last month’s BC
Teacher. Smashingly said. Let’s leave
it at that.

It's no accident that Six Wives
was so expensively advertised by

Henry Tudor in BBC’s Six Wives of
Henry V1II. Henry is portrayed by the
Australian actor Keith Michell.
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MacMillan Bloedel, its Canadian
sponsor, in education-connected
magazines. There can be no doubt
that this is the meat out of which
excellent lessons are made. Still,
it's sometimes difficult to decide
just how the greatest of TV shows
could be utilized with the kids. Not
that | have all the answers to that
one. But | have given it some
thought and, for whatever it's worth,
here are the results:

1) Marriage and Politics: Of
course, many dedicated Anglicans
will dispute this, but it has been
suggested that Protestantism in Eng-
land was largely the result of Henry
VUI's lusting for Anne Boleyn and
his desire to have a legitimate heir
by her. Although Canadians—espe-
cially we in British Columbia—have
latelv had a taste of pclitical mar-
riage, things sure have changed and
there haven’t been too many em-

AN ART SUMMER SCHOOL
WITH A DIFFERENCE

Come to “Fintry Art Centre” for a
new holiday experience.

POTTERY: Wheel, Hand and Mould
PAINTING: Oil, Acrylic, Water Colour
DRAWING: Studio and Outdoor

In your spare time, swim, water ski

on Lake Okanagan, walk along the
trails, camp in the tent ground.

Stay for 1 week, 2 weeks or a month!

Send for more information to:

Fintry Art Centre c/o Winoka Pottery
Fintry Estates, R.R. No, 3
Vernon, B.C.

ACCOMMODATION WANTED

WANTED TO RENT-—Professional wo-
man_living in Oliver, B.C., desires home
on lake fer summer months—Osoyoos
or Skaha or area—leave your home in
good hands while at summer schooti or
traveling. Write Box 66, Oliver.

HOUSE WANTED FOE RENT for the
month of July only: Married teacher with
two children needs furnished house. UBC
30 mins, Write A. J. Sansom, R.R. 3,
Salmon Arm.

YOUNG TEACHER, with wife and infant,
requires accommodation near UBC while
attending summer session. R. Chamber-
lin, Box 61, Port McNeill.

MISCELLANEQUS

TRIP OF A LIFETIME
71-72 Cruise Pacific Islands aboard 55°
motor sailer. Limit 6. 3 mos-12 mos.

participation. Taylor, P.O. Box 6213, San
Diego 92106.

CONSUMER'S WHOLESALE — Gifts.
Fund-raising. Student summer employ-
ment. Smallwares. Personal needs. Souv-
enirs, etc. Save this ad. Free catalogue.
Buy-Rite Merchandising, Box 2440, Court-
enay, B.C

FOR SALE - 1964 Austin-Cambridge.
$600 cash. D, Perry, #1404-1450 Chestnut
Street, Vancouver 9. 731-1427.
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pires and coffers enlarged or re-
duced through marriage recently.

2) Absence of Public Opinion:
Only once, and then only indirectly,
did the common people play a part
in the first episode. It can be argued
(at times quite effectively) that now-
adays the public does not really act
on its own, but that it reacts to
Madison Avenue stimuli. In Henry's
time, however, real life was strictly
at the top.

3) Church and State: Not only
was each royal marriage in the 16th
century to be censidered in terms
of alliances based on the religious
divisions of Europe, but also there
was the pervasive influence of the
Vatican plus royal councils pepper-
ed with clergymen. It would really
have taken a hero to announce he
was an agnostic.

4) Women’s Liberation: It would
be difficuit to describe any of the

six wives of Henry as liberated in
today’s sense of the word. But it
would take at least a battalion of
Kate Millets to duplicate the exer-
tion of influence on the state that
Catherine of Aragon was capable of.

5) Political Change: In the 16th
century the mosl innovative time in
running a government seems to
have been right after the ascension
of a new monarch to the throne.
Since Henry occupied the throne
for 38 years, there is a lot to be said
for four-year periods hetween elec-
tions.

All that is just for starters. Social
studies starters by necessity. The
series is really so rich in source ma-
terial that one can see the Clothes
11 as well as the Set Design people
getting rather excited by it.

But for God's sake, don’t spoil it.
Don’t make it into assigned TV
watching. §
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qAccording to the Minister of Edu-
cation, the amendments made to
the Public Schoois Act this year
were a result of a year-long study
to shape education {v:r the ‘70s.

Aside from the fact th-- s diffi-
cult to believe th»> nnth
study could be so tive,
some of the amenc make

education in the ‘70s look like a
pretty dismal prospect.

Several of the amendments, at
first glance, appear to be routine
housekeeping, resulting from elimi-
nation of the position of Superin-
tendent of Education. Some of the
duties involved in the former posi-
tion have been assigned to the
various assistant superintendents in
the Department. Others, however,
have been given to the Minister.
Taken together, these latter
changes represent an alarming shift
of educational decision-making
from educators to politicians.

Among. the former responsibili-
ties of the Superintendent of Edu-
cation that are now the prerogative
of the Minister-are the issuance of
temporary certificates and letters of
permission-to people not qualified
as teachers, and the authorization

“of textbooks and courses of study

used in schools throughout the
province. As C. D. Ovans put it in

.an article in a recent issue of the
" BCTF Newsletter, ‘Legislation mir-
“aculously transforms him from a

political figure -to a professional
educator.’

The Minister can also require a
district superintendent to report on
a teacher, a provision that is wide

open to political abuse. It is now

possible, for example, for a Mini-

ster of one political party to harass
‘or_even remove a teacher whose

political - persuasions  differ- from
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K. M. AITCHISON

VISION OR NIGHTMARE?

those of the Minister. We hope
such abuse of power will never
happen, of course, but the facx re-
mains that a political figure now
has such powers, and the abuse
could happen.

The Minister is also able to hold
district superintendents responsible
‘for the attainment of the standard
of puplic education required by
the Minister.’ As a politician, the
Minister is presumed capable of
judging whether or not educators
are doing their jobs. He must be,
for another amendment gives him
the right to recommend « reduc-
tion in the grant to any school dis-
trict in which he feels ‘the program
of studies or the quality of instruc-
tion provided in the public schools

. is not satisfactory.” This is a
strange way to improve the quality
of instruction. We suggest the
Minister should increase the grant
rather than reduce it, if he is genu-
inely concerned about the educa-
tional standards of the district.

The amendment doesn’t quite
make the Minister omnipotent,
however, for it specifies that a
‘careful investigation’ of a school
district must be made before the
grant is reduced. Dare we assume
that the investigation will be car-
ried out by educators rather than
by politicians?

The Minister now has final say,
also, on the:dismissal of admini-
strative and supervisory personnel
in school districts.

These shifts of responsibility
from professional educators to po-
liticians are retrograde steps. They
form part of a pattern that is, to
say the least, alarming—a .pattern
that indicates a growing centraliza-
tion of authority in the school sys-

tem. Education in B.C. has always

been highly centralized—much too
highly in our opinion. In recent
years we thought we were finally
making some strides toward decen-
tralization, but these steps are now
being reversed.

The recent efforts of the govern-
ment to weaken the BCTF become
much more meaningful when seen
in the total context of the moves
toward centralization. The Federa-
tion has been a champion of local
school district autonomy in educa-
tion, one of the many issues in edu-
cation on which its position has
been diametrically opposed to that
of the government. Any weakening
of the organization would there-
fore reduce the voices champion-
ing decentralization.

Consolidation of school districts
is another logical move in the cen-
tralization process. Lest we be mis-
understood, we hasten to say that
we favor consolidation of school
districts—when that consolidation
is done for educational reasons, not
political ones. But the temptation
to politicians to redraw the school
district map is a strong one.

And as if the education finance
formula were not restriction
enough already, the government
has now removed from school
boards the right to approach their
municipai ¢nuncils to have the
their budget overages approved. If
the government continues to re-
move from school boards the right
to make responsible decisions,
there will be no need for school
trustees—all authority in education
will be vested in the Department
of Educaiion, the ultimate in cen-
tralization.

These moves may be a vision of
education for the '70s to the Mini-
ster. To us they .are more like a
nightmare. §
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YOU CAN SAVE $20, $30, $40, $50 OR MORE
PER YEAR BY DOING BUSINESS WITH WESTCO.

One phone call to WESTCO or the DIRECT CLAIMS SERVICE MAILING THIS COUPGN MAY
simple act of mailing this coupon If you are involved in an accident, SAVE YOU HUNDREDS OF

could save you hundreds of doilars you speak directly to WESTCO's head DOLLARS OVER THE YEARS.
on car insurance over the years. You
office without going through an agent,

could save $20, $30, $40, $50 and, salesman or any other “middle man". If you need insurance to meet the
In some cases, more per year —

for the same insurance coverage You get immediate attention from new goverprpent requirements of
you have now! Many B.C. drivers are WESTCO's streamlined claim service $50,000 minimum cov-rage (P.L. and
enjoying these low rates. So can you!  SYStem — as well as fewer delays P.D.) — or before yc 4 renew your
’ and a lot less paper work (which present coverage — contact WESTCO

You do business directly with WESTCO. are other factors that raise first and learn how much you can save,
a new car insurance company with insurance rates).
its head office in B.C. It was established . . o PHONE NOW! OR
to reduce the cost of car insurance WE?TCO grov:des qunf;k. fair claims MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY.
for British Columbians by eliminating settlements handled without red NO OBLIGATION — AND
the commissions paid to salesmen tape. You'il appreciate the service :
and agents as well as the savings. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL!
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Those who do not have car insurance MAIL THIS COUPON FOR OUR LOW RATES ON YOUR AUTOMOBILE
now face fines of $250, three NOM® . o s e CorNo.1 | CarNo.2
months imprisonment or both. In Residence {Plesse Print Year of automobile
British Columbia car insurance Address Make of automabile

Occupation ... e No. of cylinders

is now compulsory. It no longer has Model (Impals, Dsrt, stc.)

Phone: Home ... . ... Oftice . ... .
to be “sold". So WESTCO has no O o oo e o PO+ s var waeniren ™|
salesmen or agents. What you would Ao . Male (] Femsle (] o iinge Baking soes "
have paid as co‘mméssions to a Married O Single O One way driving distance

I8 car used in business
Date tirst licansed to drive . (excopt 1o and nom werky? ves 01 N0 0| ves O No O
Glve number end dates of accident In last 5 yesrs, Give numbaer and dales

‘'salesman or an agent — one of the

most expensive costs of typical (circla dates of thogs sccidenis which were nol your of trallic convictions
fault). n last § years.
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