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R E S O U R C E C E N T R E 
. . . a new NFB kit designed to help you cope 
with the challenge of today's media revolution 
in the classroom 
Audio-v isual technology is producing new 
l e a r n i n g pa t te rns i n many C a n a d i a n 
schools. A bewildering array of strips, 
l o o p s , s l i des , tapes , cha r t s , f i lms and 
models is now available. 

But most of us need to know more about-
their use — how to select and evaluate 
— how to bui ld an effective resource 
facil i ty. 

•when ordering, please quote this prefix number 

"Resource Cent re" is the Nat ional F i l m 
Board's answer to the problem. It con­
sists of a profusely il lustrated handbook, 
' M e d i a for Discovery' by Dr . Hans Mb l l e r , 
D i rector of Learning M e d i a at Toronto's 
V i sua l Educat ion Cent re (2) F i lmstr ip 
with printed commentary (3) 80 color 
slides with descriptive manual . K i t is in­
dispensable for Facult ies of Educat ion , 
Schoo l Distr ict Resource Centres, etc. 

H A R R Y S M I T H & S O N S L T D . 
V _ y EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE MATERIALS CENTRE 

1150 Homer Street, Vancouver 3, B . C . T e l : 681-6345 
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Notice to all Graduates of 
Simon Fraser University 

Professional Development 
Program 

Arrangements have now been concluded regarding revisions in teacher cer­
tification and Teacher Qualification Service category for some teachers who 
completed the Simon Fraser University Professional Development Program. 
The revised regulations will affect the standing on the Bachelor of Education 
degree program for students who undertook Education 403. Similarly, former 
students now holding an EB or EA Teaching Certificate may now be eligible 
for changes in teacher certification and teacher category. Teachers with the 
following standings are eligible to apply immediately to the Department of 
Education for consideration of upward revision in teaching certificates: 

1. Those with 45-59 semester hours plus P.D.P. (including Education 
403 and Education 404). 

2. Those with 75-89 semester hours plus P.D.P. (including Education 
403 and Education 404). 

Applications should be submitted by letter using the following format: 
Registrar, 
Department of Education, 
Victoria, B.C. 

Please review my certification standing in the light of changed regulations regarding 
Education 403. 

(Signature) 

Name • 

(Maiden name If applicable) 

Address 

Present Certificate Present School District No 

Transcripts and other university documents will be forwarded from the uni­
versity for all former students affected by the change. 
Following receipt of a new certificate, application should be submitted to 
the Teacher Qualification Service for possible revision in Teacher Category. 
Teachers applying to T.Q.S. should present proof of new certification and 
also return, for revision, the T.Q.S. category card which they now hold. 

/ IMPORTANT NOTE: 
Changes in teaching certificates or teacher category will become effec­
tive on 1st September 1971. 
Applicants should submit immediately. The deadline for applications is 
31st December 1971. 
Informal enquiries may be directed to Mr. J . C. Paterson, Professional 
Development Centre, Simon Fraser University. 
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FROM OUR READERS 

Semestering Is Not That Simple A Matter 
Sir, 

I shou ld l ike to quest ion some of 
the statements made by Mr . El l-
w o o d in his art icle on semester 
systems in the November issue. 
1) ' M o r e effective learning and mas­
tery plus higher achievement should 
result f rom increased f requency of 
instruct ion and concentrat ion of in ­
struct ion. ' 

The on ly figures he refers to are 
those of Red Deer , where there was 
an increase of 1 5 % from 1949-1964. 
Surely there must be better statistics 
than these, f rom one small p lace 
and based on the 1949-64 per iod , 
when rote memory, etc., were 
stressed. The new ph i losophy of 
open-end experiments and under­
standing pr incip les came in , for 
science, wi th the new courses that 
have been in use s ince 1964. 

From some studies I have seen, 
and from talking to many teachers, I 
have conc luded that C , C - and D 
s t u d e n t d o not d o as we l l under the 
pressure of the semester system. 

W h a t about such skil l subjects as 
typing, shorthand and oral lan­
guages? D o the students d o better 
wi th 75- to 80-minute per iods than 
wi th 55- to 60-minute per iods? 
2) 'The semester system seems to 
improve instruct ion as a result of 
better teacher preparat ion and the 
removal of unnecessary tr ivia. ' 

W h a t is the purpose o f educa ­
tion? To bo i l everything d o w n so 
that it can be absorbed in a c o n ­
centrated form? Of ten the so-ca l l sd 
trivia o r side-issues are the most i n ­
teresting and relevant part of a 
course. 

M r . E l lwood suggested that the 
t ime al lotted to science cou id be 
dropped f rom 125 to 114 hours, and 
perhaps to 90 hours, as is done suc­
cessfully in one schoo l . Any course 
could be cut to half the time if its 
content were reduced. The science 
courses were set up for approx i ­
mately 120 hours (see the Cur r i cu ­
lum Guide) and , in many cases, all 
of the material is not covered in that 

time. If the time is going to be short­
ened, the course should be altered 
to fit the hours, but not by cutt ing 
out the 'tr ivia. ' 
3) 'The teachers get to know their 
students better.' 

Perhaps one gets to know them 
more quick ly , but, in the long run, 
does one actually get to know them 
better? Many of the students I get to 
know best are those I meet between 
per iods, at lunch hour , and so o n , 
over the who le year. I am not qui te 
sure that more meetings over a 
shorter per iod of time wou ld really 
increase my know ing them, because 
a longer time may cause a deeper 
understanding. 

4) 'There is an increased mark ing 
load for teachers.' 

There is also an increase in work 
load for science teachers because 
they w i l l have to set up experiments 
twice a year instead of once a year. 
The equ ipment wi l l take more 
abuse, for it wi l l have to be removed 
from storage twice as often. 
5) Some other disadvantages, not 
listed in Mr . El lwood's table, are: 

a) Pup i l loads are somet imes un ­
even. 

b) The pace is hect ic for both tea­
cher and pupi l . This disadvantage 
seems to ' come through ' in all 
the quest ionnaires (from different 
schools) that I have read. 

M r . E l lwood suggested that '75-
minute periods may not be as effec­
tive wi th the jun ior secondary 
pup i l . ' 

Is the semester system suitable for 
the jun ior secondary pupi l? It seems 
to wo rk very we l l for the senior 
secondary schools, but many junior-
senior secondary schools that are on 
a semester system have a modi f ied 
system (nr ' the four-subject/se­
mester). 

Is the semester system (four sub­
jects/day) educat ional ly sound o r 
is it go ing over so wel l because it is 
new and because a free-attendance 
system came wi th it? 

W h a t is happening to the semes­

ter systems in Seattle, where , I u n ­
derstand, they have been used for 
years? 

I should l ike to see the BCTF 
and/or the Depar tment of Educa­
t ion strike a commit tee to look at 
semestering and its many forms. It 
seems r id iculous that each school or 
schoo l district shou ld have to search 
out the necessary informat ion be­
fore it can make a dec is ion. 
Nor th Vancouver D ick Piercy 

Mr. Young Is Rebutted 
Sir, 

I doubc if I have ever read anyone 
wi th a greater capacity for destroy­
ing his o w n case than Mr . John 
Y o u n g . 

If I understand h im correct ly, M r . 
Young , in his letter in the February 
issue, is concerned that the greatest 
emphasis in educat ion is not be ing 
p laced on social and c i t izenship 
training. H e does not use these 
words, but to me they are synony­
mous w i th his ' co-opera t ion , group 
goals, human needs, personal ex­
pression, personal rights.' I agree 
wi th M r . Young that the deve lop­
ment of the indiv idual both as an 
indiv idual and as a group member 
is paramount in today's over­
c rowded wo r l d . 

Un l ike M r . Y o u n g , I am not so 
naive as to bel ieve that the school by 
a s imp le change of emphasis can re­
make the ind iv idual and remake 
society. The schoo l is but part of the 
educat ive machinery. M r . Young 
must surely be aware that in the 
f ield of values the h o m e is far more 
influential than the schoo l . N o r is 
there uni formity of bel ief as to the 
values the schoo l shou ld inculcate. 
In many homes, compet i t ion is a 
bui l t - in feature; aggressive fathers 
tend to p roduce aggressive sons. 
No r d o peop le necessari ly practise 
what they preach. Has M r . Y o u n g 
wi thdrawn his o w n schoo l f rom all 
compet i t ive sports? O r is compe t i ­
t ion wrong only in the intel lectual 
f ield? 

Mr . Young , I think, errs in sug-
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gesting that values can be taught as 
subject matter. I remember from my 
o w n high school days that stultify­
ing, excruciat ingly bor ing subject, 
Civ ics . It taught all the virtues from 
mother love to government ethics. I 
doubt if one ch i ld ever changed his 
behavior pattern one iota as a result 
of his exposure to Civ ics , yet its ob ­
jectives inc luded pract ical ly all of 
M r . Young's . The 'what ' was all right, 
but the ' how ' was all wrong. 

M r . Young ignores the fact that 
w e live in a highly complex en ­
v i ronment and that educat ion must 
equ ip chi ldren to funct ion ade­
quately in a technological wor ld . He 
ignores, too, the fact that wi th so 
much human knowledge some 
structuring is useful, if not impera­
tive. It is advantageous for both the 
teacher and the learner to be able to 
concentrate on one thing at one 
t ime. 

W h e r e does the stress on values 
c o m e in? To be sure, values are 
everybody's business. A math tea­
cher may not direct ly teach va lues— 
but he exempl i f ies them in h o w he 
teaches. He demonstrably puts his 
emphasis not on compet i t ion , but 

on indiv idual student progress. The 
values are part of the ' h o w / not part 
of the 'what . ' 

As an aside, I cannot accept Mr . 
Young's accusat ion that attempts to 
restructure the school system are 
' inconsequent ia l t inkering. ' If this 
be so, Mr . Young is apparently more 
guilty than most. Surely the efforts 
to restructure are a imed at creating 
an envi ronment more l ikely to pro­
duce the changes in att itude and ap­
proach that Mr . Young desires. It 
helps in changing the mental set if 
the physical envi ronment is changed 
at the same time. 

But the sentence that raises my 
hackles and turns me against all that 
Mr . Young says is: 'If mank ind is to 
survive, our schools must el iminate 
the v io lence that is fraudulently 
passed off as educat ion. ' 

Wha t sort of demagoguery is 
this? I refuse to concede that I teach 
v io lence simply because Mr . Young 
says I do . M r . Young w o u l d seem to 
have sat in Herr Goebe l ' s class on 
'Propaganda and Enlightenment. ' 
Make the accusat ion gross enough 
and peop le wi l l bel ieve it. 

He goes on to the equal ly m o n ­

strous accusation that if you love a 
ch i ld , you cannot punish h im or if 
you punish a ch i ld , you cannot love 
h im. Poppycock . Society of neces­
sity must have structure and people 
w h o hurt others by v io lat ion of the 
structure must be persuaded not to 
do so again. I should deem it no 
favor to place a ch i ld in Mr . Young's 
unstructured penalty-free school 
wi th no preparation for a structured, 
penal ty-r idden wo r l d . The structure 
as it exists may be faulty and the 
penalt ies wrong , but total abol i t ion 
of structure and of penalt ies is 
neither desirable nor possible. 

Perhaps I have read more into Mr . 
Young's comments than he in­
tended. Perhaps he was over -em­
phatic s imply to draw attention to 
the inadequacies he sees. To me, 
his approach is self-defeating be­
cause it is so very much overstated. 
I am annoyed because Mr . Young , 
in defeating himself, helps defeat 
me and everyone else w h o believes 
that society and the schools need 
more emphasis on the indiv idual 
and his relation wi th others. 

For this end , w e shou ld be asking 
English and social sc ience teachers 

Theytellme 
Qantas grows on you, If it grew on me, 

Id have an operation. 

Daily service to the South Pacific. 
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to examine what they teach and w e 
shou ld be asking every teacher to 
examine how he teaches. W e wi l l 
not get them to d o this by vi t r io l ic 
and unfair attacks on present po l i ­
cies and procedures. 
Wes t Vancouver B. G . Hol t 

Mr. Frizell Also Comments 
Sir, 

I shou ld l ike to thank Mr . John 
Y o u n g for the noble effort he went 
to in trying to express his apprec ia­
t ion of some of the ideas presented 
in my modest proposal , A Plan for 
A l l Seasons. 

For example, where I wrote that 
the real qual i ty b f educat ion is ' d i ­
rectly related to the qual i ty of the 
indiv idual teacher . . . not to the 
complex i ty of the t imetable o r the 
size of the bu i ld ing . . . etc. ' , he 
matched it w i th 'educat ion has very 
l itt le to d o wi th courses, p romo­
t ions, staff arrangements, rotating 
b locks . . . e t c ' Such emulat ion is 
indeed flattering. 

M y on ly cr i t ic ism of M r . Young 's 
letter is that the general tone 
seemed a trifle testy. Perhaps this 
was due to my reference to the D e ­
partment of Educat ion. I was not 
aware that he regarded its t radi t ion­
al funct ion wi th such detestat ion, 
and on ly hope that, in his apparent 
desire for total independence, he 
does not f ind it as 'distasteful and 
humi l ia t ing ' to rely upon the tax­
payer for his salary as, it w o u l d ap­
pear he doSs ' to 'rely upon the 
Depar tment of Educat ion for d i rec­
t ions. ' 
Vancouver Char les Frizel l 

: - ' ' :-> ' !',V. •: 

A Piogram for Primary Boys 
Sir, 

I wr i te regarding the latest p ro­
ject to be approved for support by 
the Educat ional Research Institute 
of B.C.. 'The Deve lopmen t and 
Evaluation o f a M o r e Appropr ia te 
Program for Boys in the Primary 
Grades. ' 

The study hopes to '. . . result in 
program descr ipt ions . . . to mascu­
l in ize schoo l for young boys and 
femin ize it for young girls.' 

W e hope that Dr. Knowles , d i rec­
tor of this project, w i l l conduct a 

truly empir ica l study and, in so 
do ing, take into account all the 
variables concerned—the teachers, 
classes, programs, and mascul ine-
feminine attributes. For example, in 
the category of male teacher, there 
are the fo l l ow ing : 
1) good teacher (plus 4, 5 and 6) 
2) average teacher (plus 4, 5 and 6) 
3) poor teacher (plus 4, 5 and 6) 
4) those males wi th mascul ine at­
tributes 
5) those wi th some feminine attri­
butes 
6) those wi th feminine attributes 

Female teachers have the same 
categories, of course, w i th the inter­
change of 'mascu l ine ' and ' femi­
nine. ' 

Then, the variables in classes: 
1) large classes 
2) average-sized ones 
3) small ones 
4) a l l -boy classes 
5) half-girl classes 
6) some girls in classes 
7) al l -gir l -classes 
8) some boys in classes 
9) boys wi th mascul ine attributes 
10) boys wi th some femin ine attri­
butes 
11) boys wi th many femin ine attri­
butes 
12) girls w i th feminine attributes 
13) girls w i th some mascul ine attri­
butes 
14) girls w i th many mascul ine attri­
butes 

Each of the 14 types of classes 
w o u l d have to be matched wi th 
each of the variables for the tea­

chers, or the conclus ions drawn 
w o u l d be inval id. 

Thus, there w o u l d be some 216 
contro l groups, f rom the purest of 
classes (all mascul ine boys, taught 
by a good mascul ine teacher, aver­
age class size) to the most quest ion­
able (all feminine girls, taught by 
a poor , a l l - femin ine teacher, huge 
class). 

I forgot to inc lude the other vari­
ab le : the program content, wh ich 
w o u l d , of necessity, range from a l l -
mascul ine content d o w n the c o n ­
t inuum to al l - feminine content. The 
addi t ional variable compounds the 
contro l groups, but sc ience is sc i ­
ence and must be served. 

I suspect, however, that most of 
us know now what the ou tcome of 
this incredib le study w i l l be. The 
teachers chosen wi l l be top-notch. 
The kids wi l l respond to g o o d tea-
ching. But everyone w i l l bel ieve it 
was the genitals that d i d it. 
Burnaby Greta Nelson 

Articles Appreciated 
Sir, 

I was very pleased to see the 
coverage The B.C. Teacher was able 
to give to the matter of sensitivity 
training in the February issue. As 
you are aware, the BCTF's Schoo l 
Menta l Heal th Task Force had this 
area as a concern for some t ime. 

M a n y thanks for hav ing found 
space for these articles in The B.C. 
Teacher. 
Prince George Henry Lunn 

We Shall Miss These Teachers 

In Sendee Last Taught In Died 

Mrs . A n n Louise Corbet t Abbots fo rd Oc tobe r 5 

James Leland Cur ley Vancouver Is. N . September 12 

Haro ld Dark Goa rd Vancouver O c t o b e r 17 

Phi l ip John O s b o r n e Abbots fo rd January 15 

Retired Last Taught In Died 

Miss Edna E. Cameron Burns Lake September 12 

Mrs . Evelyn E. (Carrington) M o o r Burnaby January 13 

Mrs . M a b e l E. (Poulter) Pink V ic tor ia January 19 

Miss M a b e l F. Pul len Vancouver February 8 

Miss Margaret N . Ross V ic tor ia January 30 

Percy D. Taylor Vancouver January 29 
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an important new series from Oxford 

C A N A D I A N L I V E S 

This series presents authoritative, well-illustrated ;ind 
lively brier biographies that emphasize character, 
anecdote and social history. It features vivid extracts 
from contemporary sources, while giving a clear out­
line of main historical events. 
When complete, the series will cover all the major 

JAMES DOUGLAS: 
F A T H E R OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
By Dorothy Dlakey Smith 
An immensely readable biography of James Douglas (1803-77) , 
the founder of Fort Victoria, and a fascinating description of 
the first stages in the growth of British Columbia from moun­
tain wilderness to civilization. 

DAVID THOMPSON: 
FUR T R A D E R , EXPLORER, GEOGRAPHER 
By James K. Smith 
This is a clear and interesting account of the life and travels 
of David Thompson (1770-1857), the fur trader who managed 
to survey, plot and map almost two million square miles of 
Western North America. 

figures and events in Canadian history, and will be 
an indispensable aid to Canadian Studies courses. 

The books are paperback, apprc.ii.aately 148 pages 
long and illustrated with half-tones and maps. Each 
$3.50. (Less 35</3% Discount). 

JOHN A. MACDONALD: 
T H E MAN AND T H E POLITICIAN 
lly Donald Swainson 
This biography provides a useful and lucid summary of the 
main events of Macdonald'a career as a politician; it is also a 
revealing study of the attractive and complex man himself. 

LOUIS RIEL: 
T H E REBEL AND T H E HERO 
By Hartxvell Bowsfield 
Louis Ricl has been variously interpreted as insane, a rebel 
who deserved to die, or a tragic hero who fought to save 
French culture. Mr. Bowsfield gives a balanced view of the man 
against a background of turbulent events. 

Coming Later in '71: 

a 

it 

WILLIAM LYON MACKENZIE 
By David Flint 

JOHN STRACHAN 
By David Flint 

WILFRID LAURIER 
By Barbara Robertson 

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE 
By James K. Smith 

O X F O R D U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S , 70 W Y N F O R D DRIVE, D O N MILLS, O N T A R I O 

M e d i a i n t h e 

c l a s s r o o m 

Special courses for 
teachers at the centre for 
Media Studies 
. . . a division o f . . . 
HARRY SMITH & SONS 
Our Centre's second series of courses begins 
May 5, 1971. Sessions will be held in the 
Centre's theatre at 1150 Homer Street, in 
rnid-town Vancouver. 
Applications will be accepted as received and 
should be accompanied by cheque or money 
order. Payments will be returned promptly if 
the class requested is already filled. 

_ FOUR-WEEK COURSES 
"I. Making and Using Media Materials. 
Wednesdays: 7:30 PM (3 hours) May 5, 12, 
19,26 Cost $25.00. 
An opportunity for teachers to learn how they 
can greatly increase student involvement by 
making end using inexpensive materials, and 
employing everyday objects. 
Leader: Mr. Don Wilson. 
Teacher of Art at U.B.C. Faculty of Education, 
on leave from the Vancouver School Board 
where he has taught Art and Language Arts at 
the Bayview Elemontary School. Course limited 
to 20 participants. 

2 a Making Media Work - New Classroom 
Techniques. 
Thursdays: 7:30 PM (3 hourt.; May 6,13, 20, 
27 CostS25.00. 

An exciting experience for teachers looking 
for new ideas and stimulating involvement 
techniques. 
Leader: Mr. William Nemtin. 
Mr. Nemtin is a media consultant in Vancouver. 
Formerly associated with the National Film 
Board of Canada in Media research, Mr. Nem­
tin has conducted workshops throughout North 
America on the role of media in communica­
tions. He developed the NFB's "Challenge for 
Change" program. Course limited to 20 par­
ticipants. 

3« AnExperienceinFilmmakinglorTecchers. 
Saturday, May 15 - 9:00 AM-3:30 PM 
Thursday, May 20 - 7:30 Pr,M0:30 PM 
Cost $25.00 - includes equipment end film. 
An opportunity for teachers to gain a first-hand 
knowledge of how film is made - by going 
out and doing it. 
Leader: James Mulholland. 
Tescher at Eric Hamber Media Centre, Co-
Oirector of U.B.C. Summer Media Institute. 
Mr. Mulholland has had vast experience in 
presenting media courses to students and 
teachers. Course limited to 20 participants. 

. SHORT COURSES 

4« Media and Special Education. 
Tuesday, May 12 — 7:30 PM |3 hours) Cost 
$6.50. 
New media techniques have recently been de­
veloped to help the child with speciel educa­
tional needs. This course reviews current 
advances in the field and will prove valuable 
for the speciel education teacher. 
5 a Media in the Resource Centre. 
Tuesday. May 19 - 7:30 PM (3 hours) Cost 
$6.50. 

Sessions are designed to offer an in-depth 
look at a variety of media (print and non-print) 
of the well-equipped resource centre. Selection, 
use, cataloguing and housing will be discussed. 
Leader for Courses 4 and 5: Mr. Paul Azaroff. 
Oirector of the Audio-visual Department of 
Harry Smith & Sons, Mr. Azaroff achieved 
national recognition for his work with cultur­
ally disadvanteged children while engaged in 
media research for the Notional Film Board of 
Canada. An informed and enthusiastic lecturer, 
Mr. Azaroff will share with the participants 
many exciting and innovative approaches to 
special education. Course limited to 20 par­
ticipants. 

r Tho Centre lor Media Study will design courses to 
most the needs and budget of professional groups. 
Please enroll mo In (circle choice) 

1 2 3 4 6 
If my indicated choice Is sold out, please try to 
register me in the following circled alternative. 

1 2 3 4 5 
I enclose cheque, bank draft or money order in the 
amount of $ which I understand will 
be promptly returned should the course be over­
subscribed when this application Is received. 

Name 

Address 

Phone No 

Mail to: 

HARRY SMITH & SONS 
Centre for Media tudy 

1 ISO Homer St.. Vancouver .1. B . C . - Tel. 681-M45 , 
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n and learn? 
What community can subsidize 

' three mouths of idleness and 
:. vacuity for its young? Here is 

une suggestion for solving the 
problem of what to do with the 

country's youth during the 
summer months. 

B E R N I C E M C D O N O U G H 

Mrs. McDonough, of UBCs Faculty ol 
Education, has written for this magazine 

previously. 

«;The summer of 1970 was a g lor i ­
ous, rosy apple of a summer, but an 
apple wi th the w o r m of discontent 
gnawing at its core. 

Wherever a few adults gathered 
the conversat ion invariably swung 
around to the 'youth p rob lem. ' The 
lack of summer emp loyment for 
students, the hippies and the drug 
scene, the general d isenchantment 
of youth wi th The Establ ishment— 
all these prob lems vexed city c o u n ­
ci ls, government agencies, parents 
— a n d young peop le , too. 

Some of the measures that were 

put into operat ion in an effort to 
al leviate the situation are about as 
effective as trying to repair a rup­
tured artery w i th a Banda id—and 
about as sensible. They are ineffec­
tive because they do not deal w i th 
the causes of the prob lems and they 
exempl i fy perfect ly McLuhan ' s the­
ory about ' v iewing the wor ld 
through a rear v is ion mirror. ' 

Whe ther w e l ike it o r not, the 
days when the farm, the woodshed 
and the family camping expedi t ion 
kept the young busy for the summer 
are gone, and they w i l l never return. 
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What , then, are the alternatives? 
Shall we sit idly by and watch more 
and more of our young peop le take 
to the roads; see them housed in 
hast i ly-opened hostels, a prey to all 
the diseases that dirt and poor nutr i ­
t ion can spawn, an expense to the 
taxpayers, a sor row to their parents, 
and ferti le ground for the drug 
pushers to cult ivate? 

O r should w e n o w be engaged in 
extensive p lanning, so that next 
summer wi l l see more of our young 
peop le w i th someth ing construct ive 
to do? 

There Must Be an Alternative 

If the e c o n o m y ot the country 
cannot prov ide summer emp loy ­
ment for all w h o want it., it is i m ­
perative for the physical and mental 
health of our young peop le , and for 
the we l l -be ing of society, that the 
fe( -.ral and provinc ia l governments 
p i vide a workab le alternative. 

i What communi ty is so we l l off 
that it can subsid ize three months of 
idleness and vacuity for its young? 
W h a t communi ty is so short-sighted 
that it w o u l d let the physical and 
mental powers of its youth l ie fal­
low for three months every sum­
mer? 

Then w h o shall answer for it if 
their g rowing malaise and d isen­
chantment rise to overwhe lm us? 

It is good for young peop le to see 
their country and to meet their 
counterparts f rom other provinces 
and other countr ies, it is an exper i ­
ence that must be broadening and 
enr ich ing for them. But they cannot 
travel indef in i te ly; they cannot be 
unemployed and unoccup ied for­
ever. 

Seeing the young peop le last 
summer on Fourth Avenue in V a n ­
couver o r o n the D a m Square in 
Amsterdam or the Spanish Steps in 
Rome, one was struck by what must 
be the unmit igated bo redom of 
such a life style. There they sat l ike 
great herds of somnolent seals, star­
ing vacantly into space, f lopp ing 
over occasional ly as the sun moved 
around. 

Dr. Hans Selye lists bo redom as 
one of the major causes of stress and 
tension because it is contrary,to the 
basic nature of mank ind . 

In a recent art icle in Health Maga­

zine he said, 'The best safeguard 
against such stress is to start cul t i ­
vat ing hobb ies early in l i fe . . . wr i t ­
ing, paint ing, music, shopwork, 
knitt ing. ' 

I p ropose, as a partial solut ion to 
this p rob lem, the setting up of an 
extensive Earn-and-Learn Program 
to operate at le:ast for the summer 
months, and the year around if 
necessary. 

Unde r such a scheme young peo­
ple w o u l d be paid for part ic ipat ing 
and use w o u l d be made of the many 
communi ty resources and agencies 
already in existence. 

The idea is certainly not wi thout 
precedent. W e n o w pay part of the 
tuit ion fees for students attending 
university. W e once paid for the 
educat ion and training of all the 
men and w o m e n w h o returned from 
W o r l d W a r II—and this was one of 
the best investments Canada ever 
made. 

W h y shou ld the taxpayers be 
asked to foot the bi l l for an Earn-
and-Learn Program now, in a per iod 
of uncertain economic prospects? 

Because w e are already spending 
comparab le sums on welfare and 
health services for unemployed 
transients; because we spend mi l ­
l ions on armaments and useless air­
craft carriers, mi l l ions on cr ime de ­
tect ion and prevent ion, on jails and 
detent ion homes, on hospitals and 
mental health facil it ies. A l l this is 
spent to try to br ing the indiv idual 
back into the mainstream of society, 
to restore h im to physical and men­
tal health. Too much for the cure, 
too little for prevent ion. Too much 
for repairs, too little for bu i ld ing . 

Some Successful Programs 

Last summer the federal govern­
ment al lot ted approximately $6.8 
mi l l ion for eight types of programs 
to be conduc ted by the A r m e d For­
ces. These ranged f rom hir ing stu­
dents to help wi th engineer ing, 
bu i ld ing, land clear ing projects or 
as secretarial he lp at $2.38 an hour 
to conduc t ing drop- in centers in 
Vancouver and in Revelstoke. 

Capta in J. M . Shel lard, of Cana­
dian Forces Base, Ch i l l iwack, speak­
ing of the Student M i l i t i a Program 
conducted in Vancouver , said, 
'Thirty boys, mostly f rom the In­

terior, took an eight-week training 
course in running and servic ing 
heavy equipment . They certainly re­
turned home with some new skil ls, 
and they were paid for learning 
them. ' 

He ment ioned the program in 
wh i ch 1,100 of those already in the 
M i l i t i a or A r m y Reserve part ic i ­
pated. This, too, was an eight-week 
program and the reservists received 
regular army pay. 

Twelve hundred cadets spent 
eight weeks at Ve rnon , and they too 
were paid. 

Capta in Shel lard was part icularly 
enthusiastic about the program in 
wh i ch 80 boys were engaged in 
c lear ing brush and improv ing the 
park at Ch i l l iwack Lake. 

'This has been a most successful 
effort. These young people had the 
advantage of part ic ipat ing in a pro­
ject wh i ch wi l l be of lasting value to 
the communi ty . Many young peop le 
today are vitally interested in the 
prob lems of po l lu t ion and in the 
qual i ty of ou r envi ronment. W h a t 
better way to prov ide a chance for 
them to take posit ive act ion about 
it? It is unl ikely that any boy w h o 
has he lped to make a park wi l l ever 
be guilty of defacing o r destroying 
it. The boys had a great summer— 
work, sports, sw imming , f ishing, 
comradesh ip—we were p roud of 
them. ' 

Navy Cadet Program Was Good 

Norman Piatt of Burnaby, six feet 
tal l , we igh ing 165 pounds, 16 years 
o l d , l ike hundreds of other unski l led 
youths on the Lower Ma in l and , was 
unable to f ind a summer job . 

Norman was a member of the 
Navy Cadet Corps at H M C S Fraser in 
N e w Westminster last winter. He 
and nine of his mates were able to 
attend a two-week summer training 
camp at H M C S Quadra on V a n c o u ­
ver Island. They cou ld be a c c o m ­
modated for only two weeks of the 
long e leven-week hol iday, and they 
received no pay. 

Norman said, 'It was really great. 
W e learned the basics of seaman­
s h i p — h o w to row and h o w to sai l . I 
cou ld sail a cutter n o w w i th a crew. 
W e were taught to rope c l imb , sw im 
and life save, f irst.aid and artif icial 
respirat ion, emergency steering 
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measures and how to rescue people 
at sea. ' 

He said, wi^h obv ious pr ide, 'This 
program separates the men from 
the boys. W e had to get up at 6 a.m. 
every day and in the Navy you do 
everything on the doub le . Some of 
the fel lows were so tired that they 
went to sleep in the evening movie. ' 

W o u l d he go again? Yes, sir! Even 
wi thout pay. He hopes to go for a 
full month next year. D id he learn 
anything that might be useful to 
himself or society last summer? You 
be the judge of that. 

For many young people the mere 
ment ion of the words 'A rmed For­
ces' is an anathema and for these 
there should be other programs— 
such as the ones offered by the Banff 
Schoo l of Fine Arts. 

such scholarships were relatively 
easy to obtain if a young person 
demonstrated any abil ity or interest. 
O lde r people pay their o w n way. 

Courses last from two to six 
weeks. A summer spent here re­
stores one's faith in youth. U n ­
bounded energy, talent, dedicat ion 
and enthusiasm f low l ike the oratory 
of a pol i t ic ian. Piano students start 
practising at 6 a.m. and the opera 
cast is often still rehearsing at 10 
p.m. The courses culminate in dis­
plays of the work done or in c o n ­
certs. The opera and ballet groups 
usually take their product ions on a 
tour of the smaller centers of B.C. 
and Alber ta. 

If anyone thinks that academic 
learning is the only kind of accomp­
l ishment that is important, he 

of trained leaders and the move­
ment spread across the province, 
offering not only gymnastics, but 
also instruction in games and sports 
to suit many groups. Participants 
ranged in age from seven to seventy. 
No one was paid to attend classes, 
but the instructors received hourly 
wages. 

The movement was surely unique 
on the North Amer ican cont inent, 
but one of the first acts of the Social 
Credi t government when it came 
into power in 1952 was to chop this 
grass-roots part ic ipat ion program 
complete ly. 

Spokesmen said, ' W e d o not see 
why the peop le of this province 
should be taxed to pay for the rec­
reation of a few.' This was surely one 
of the most shortsighted acts ever 

Voung people cannot travel indefinitely; they cannot be unemployed and unoccupied forever. Their growing malaise and 
disenchantment create in them altitudes lhat lead eventually to violent disorder. 

Every summer hundreds of stu­
den ts—and o lder peop le , t o o — 
gather at 'The Campus in the 
C l o u d s ' in Banff. Here they pursue 
their interests in music, art, drama, 
danc ing , journal ism, photography, 
ceramics or f i lm-making. 

The Government of A lber ta offers 
numerous scholarships to young 
peop le , cover ing room, board and 
tu i t ion. I gained the impression that 

should spend half a day tour ing this 
schoo l . 

B.C. has another precedent to 
look back on . In the 1930s there 
were numerous unemployed per­
sons in Vancouver . Seeing this, Ian 
Eisenhart and Jerry Math ison , two 
superb gymnasts, started the Pro-
Rec movement . They began on a 
shoestr ing, using any facil it ies they 
cou ld f ind. Soon they had a nucleus 

perpetrated by any government. 
Wou ldn ' t it be preferable, today, 

to spend some money on this type 
of recreat ion, rather than on deten­
tion homes and drug cl inics? 

Why Pay Them to Attend? 

W h y not? W e pay for family and 
youth al lowances now, and w e l ­
fare—plenty for welfare. W h y not 

Continued on page 264 
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°N6 
goodbyes 

to our 
^ r . Chips 

T O M A L S B U R Y 

The author, now retired, is a 
past president of the BCTF. 

^Cheer fu l , alert, interested in to­
day's wo r l d and its great contrast 
wi th his wor ld of yesterday, and in 
what is happening in the schools 
and to educat ion, were the spirit 
and ou t look of 98-year o ld W . H. 
Fenton, former long-t ime teacher at 
Vancouver 's Magee High Schoo l , in 
a recent visit I had wi th h im. He is 
probably the senior 'M r . Ch ips ' 
among the retired teachers of B.C. 

' W i l l ' Fenton, as he was affec­
t ionately k n o w n to his teaching c o l ­
leagues at Magee , retired 33 years 
ago, on a muni f icent teacher's pen­
sion of $29.00 a month , granted to 
h im by the grateful provincia l gov­
ernment of the day. But neither 
b o w e d nor beaten, he immediate ly 
o p e n e d a business schoo l o n 41st 
Avenue in Kerr isdale. He operated it 
successful ly for more than ten years, 
as many former students now suc­
cessfully establ ished in business 
posi t ions w i l l eagerly testify, and 
then retired for a second t ime at the 
age of 75. 

For many years a teacher of bus i ­
ness subjects, he actually began his 
teaching career in England as a . 
headmaster's assistant in a private 
board ing schoo l , teaching such aca­
d e m i c subjects as Latin, Greek and 
mathematics, despite the fact he had 
had little formal educat ion and was 
largely sel f -educated. He was an 
outstanding teacher and a h igh­
speed wr i ter of Pitman shorthand. 
O n numerous occasions he was 
selected by the Pi tman publ ish ing 
company to act on shorthand revi­
s ion commit tees. He was an active 
p ioneer in the format ion of the Br i ­
tish shorthand teachers' associat ion 
about the turn of the century. He 
had ach ieved a posi t ion of p rom i ­
nence in business educat ion in Eng­
land, before leaving for Canada in 
the summer of 1914. 

N o w l iv ing quiet ly in Vic tor ia 
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only a stone's throw f rom the Legis­
lative bui ld ings, he was the rec ip i ­
ent of a f ine letter of congratulat ion 
from Premier Bennett on the occa­
sion of his 96th bir thday, w h i c h , 
however , has not yet resulted in 
any increase in his pit i ful ly small 
pens ion. 

The Fenton story is a story o f suc­
cess in teaching. It was a remarkable 
feat of grit and determinat ion by 
one forced to leave schoo l at a very 
early age and pract ical ly ^e i fcedu-
cated in t ime s q u e e z e d / f r o m the 
long hours of work and struggle to 
eke out a l iv ing in 19th century 
Bri tain. 

The Fenton story began almost a 
century ago. He was born on June 
6, 1872, in a small town 12 mi les 
from the city of B i rmingham. 

His mother was ob l iged to buy a 
small store to earn a meager l iv ing 
for her three smal l ch i ld ren w h e n 
her husband, a gifted mus ic ian , d ied 
at the age of 49. W i l l , the m idd le 
ch i ld , he lped in the shop unt i l he 
was 11 , w h e n he was forced to leave 
schoo l to wo rk to augment the fam­
ily i ncome. 

In his teens, after a variety o f 
dead-end jobs, he was apprent iced 
to a hatter to learn the business. 
Here he was presented w i t h an o p ­
portunity he eagerly grasped, w h i c h 
led eventual ly to his learn ing to 
teach. H e bor rowed , books f rom a 
nearby l ibrary and read avidly in 
slack hours at w o r k and after hours 
at home, this despi te a work-day 
that lasted unt i l 8:30 p.m. and was 
fo l l owed by a three-mi le wa lk 
home. 

Ano ther fortunate c i rcumstance 
was an interest taken in this serious 
young student by the headmaster of 
one of the many private board ing 
schools then exist ing in Britain. The 
headmaster made h im his teaching 
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assistant. By sheer hard work and 
cont inuous st'jdy, he became able 
to teach elementary Latin, Greek 
and mathematics. 

He kept at his studies w i thout let 
up, and eventual ly succeeded in 
passing the stiff London Mat r i cu la ­
t ion examinations. Later, he was able 
to enrol l and take courses at the 
London Co l lege of Preceptors, a 
p ioneer teachers' training schoo l , 
wh i le cont inu ing to earn his l iv ing. 

Earlier, before gett ing into the 
teaching f ield and wh i le work ing as 
a telegraph messenger, he had 
bought, for fourpence (9c), a copy 
of the Phonographic Teacher, an 
early book by Sir Isaac Pi tman, the 
inventor of the best shorthand sys­
tem up to that t ime, and was fas­
cinated by it. This interest led to his 
branching out into the f ie ld of bus i ­
ness educat ion. 

Of fered a posi t ion in W i n n i p e g , 
to take charge of a business schoo l 
there, Fenton left England in the 
summer of 1914, not knowing that 
war was imminent . Af ter gu id ing 
this school through the diff icult, 

early war years, he accepted the 
pr incipalship of a consol idated 
school in the nearby town of Sper­
l ing. Here, once more, he was back 
teaching such academic subjects as 
French and mathematics, and a d ­
minister ing an academic schoo l . 

At tracted by an offer f rom the 
then-f lour ishing Sprott-Shaw chain 
of business schools, he came west to 
Vancouver . His abil i ty and exper i ­
ence as a business educator were 
soon recognized. He received and 
accepted an appoin tment to head 
the C o m m e r c e Department at Duke 
of Connaught High School in N e w 
Westminster. 

It was there that I came under his 
inf luence as a Grade 9 student. This 
began a l i fe- longassociat ion through 
various stages — student, fe l low-
teacher and fr iend—that has c o n ­
t inued to this day. It was his keen 
and watchful interest in his students 
that led me back to schoo l , after 
d ropp ing out, and directed me to­
ward qual i fy ing as a teacher. 

The life story of W . H. Fenton is 
one of cont inued success in teach-

Mr. Fenton 

ing. He progressed to more respon­
sible, higher-paid posit ions. In the 
mid-1920s he left N e w Westminster 
to accept an attractive offer f rom the 
Point Grey School Board to head the 
business educat ion program in that 
munic ipal i ty , then separate f rom 
Vancouver . 

He retired in 1938, on ly to ad­
vance in another d i rec t ion. He 
opened his o w n business schoo l . 

A t 98 years of age, W i l l Fenton is 
senior among the group of retired 
teachers wi th w h o m he worked . 
Several of these are n o w in their 
80s, among them E. H. Lock of N e w 
Westminster, Norman Mur ray of 
Wh i te Rock, and W . S. Ashley, E. T. 
O l i ve r and W . H. (Bill) M o r r o w of 
Vancouver . 

This is the story of ou r M r . Ch ips . 
He now lives a quiet l ife in V ic tor ia , 
but one that is rich in memor ies. As 
I left h im after my visit on the day 
before Christmas, he said to me wi th 
a cheerful smi le, 'I am a year and 
five months off the century mark. It 
looks as though I am go ing to make 
it.' § 
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m i s s j o n e s 
j u m p i n t o 

^Frankly, Miss Jones is not in the 
habit of j ump ing into anything that 
promises a change of classroom rou­
t ines, but there it was : she to ld us 
that she was going to adopt a couple 
of Mongo l i an rodents. 

'You p ronounce the g as y o u 
w o u l d a j , ' she expla ined. A n d that 
wasn' t a l l . A cage w o u l d have to be 
bui l t by the Grade 7 boys and a few 
copies of a book le t had to be or­
dered by the l ibrar ian. 

'But gerbi ls ! W h y gerbi ls?' w e 
asked. The answers w e got were a 
little vague and most ly defensive, 
but w e d id glean a few gems even if 
they d id little to assure us of her 
rationality. For instance, w e were 
to ld that a leading women 's maga­
z ine had extol led the virtue of ger­
bils as pets. There was even a p ic ­
ture of Barbra Streisand ho ld ing two 
of the ' l i t t le dears'- the' article said 
she kept in her N e w Yo rk apart­
ment. O n e of the staffroom wits sug­
gested that Miss Streisand might 
have found other interests by now, 
but, be that as it may, Miss Jones 
was not d ismayed. 

A t first glance, the appeal of the 
mouse-ra t -ch ipmunk thing is not 
obv ious. Her call to the local pet 
shop d idn ' t add to the enthusiasm 
Miss Jones thought she had ac­
qu i red , either. In the close quarters 
of a smal l cage, 10 of the creatures 

g e r b i l s 
scampered over a few w o o d chips 
that were we l l dampened and gave 
off the usual musky o d o r one asso­
ciates wi th rodent species. Frowzy-
look ing and skitterish in movement , 
the gerbi ls almost lost the admira­
t ion of ou r hero ine right then and 
there. 

That reason prevai led in the pet 
shop, that Miss Jones d id indeed 
j ump into gerbi ls by purchasing a 
pair of them is n o w history. H o w ­
ever, the w i sdom of her act was not 
recognized by the rest of us unti l the 
project was we l l under way. 

The cage was the first visible ev i ­
dence of her schemes. Huge by 
usual standards, it measured four 
feet in length, some two feet w ide 
and two feet h igh. There was a ply­
w o o d bot tom and the framing was 
screened around by screen-door 
nett ing except for the top, wh i ch re­
mained o p e n , a l though there was 
another p iece of p l ywood that 
served as a cover overnight and on 
weekends. 

The cage sat on the f loor, and a 
primary ch i ld cou ld just reach d o w n 
through the top to tc..xh the bot­
tom. Two gerbils were p laced on the 
bare f loor of the cage and the who le 
affair was del ivered to the class­
room. 

Deve lopments were not long in 
coming . Ant ics of gerbi ls and ch i l d ­

ren bubb led out of Miss Jones at 
every coffee and lunch break, dur­
ing an in-service meet ing on p h o n ­
ics, and even at the supper table, if 
we are to bel ieve her roommate 
w h o , l ike the rest of us, was gett ing 
'cur iouser and curiouser* about the 
meaning of events. Miss Jones chose 
to let us stew for a week or so before 
exposing her hand, and we n o w sus­
pect that this restraint was a de l i ­
berate attempt to make a point. 

W e were eventual ly to ld that the 
educat ional value of any animal in­
t roduced into a c lassroom is ini t i ­
ally w i th its abi l i ty to mot ivate ch i l ­
dren's curiosity. Miss Jones said that 
if an animal is to become the object 
of prolonged inquiry and not just an 
excit ing moment , the k ind of gu id ­
ance given by a teacher is important. 

As w e understood her, a teacher 
may erronously replace ' inqui ry ' 
wi th someth ing less fruitful by te l l ­
ing al l . In other words , curiosi ty is 
not mainta ined in ch i ldren by giv ing 
them answers to their quest ions, but 
by pos ing quest ions they may go 
about answer ing themselves. A n d 
events in her c lassroom suppor ted 
the val idi ty of her assertions. 

Arr ival of the cage, barren except 
for the gerbi ls, not on ly p rovoked 
an assembly of exci ted chi ldren 
around its per imeter, but also many, 
many quest ions. That Miss Jones 
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When Miss Jones and her class 
adopted two gerbils, the lest of 
the staff learned just as much 
as the students—maybe more. 

DEL T U R N E R 

stuck to her inquiry- teacher role 
throughout amazed even her, she 
tells us, because the temptat ion to 
answer the chi ldren 's quest ions was 
great. However , the ch i ldren were 
to ld on ly a few facts. 

That the animals were cal led ger­
b i l s ; that their great-great-great­
grandfather had come f rom far­
away M o n g o l i a ; and that a d ie t of 
lettuce and bird seed was p lanned 
for the gerbils was some of the i n ­
format ion that was freely g iven. In 
reply to quest ions about the hand­
l ing of animals, Miss Jones asked the 
ch i ld ren not to attempt to pick them 
up unti l everybody had become ac­
cus tomed to each other. A l l o ther 
quest ions were answered either 
w i th the equivalent of a shrug o r a 
quest ion quest ion ing the quest ion. 

'They need a bed . ' 
'Wha t sort of bed do you think 

they w o u l d l ike?' 
O r , in reply to quest ions about 

f o o d : 'Wha t do they eat?' 
' W e l l , we ' re go ing to feed them 

lettuce and bird seed, but I don ' t 
k n o w what else they l ike. ' 

'They might l ike bread. ' 
'I really don ' t know. H o w do you 

think w e cou ld f ind out? ' 
The ' bedd ing ' p rob lem was tack­

led first. The chi ldren wanted to try 
'co t ton batting because it's soft, ' 
'dir t to d ig holes in , ' ' rocks where 

Records ol the growth ol baby gerbils were kept. They were weighed, with marbles 
as the standard, and measured, even for the lengths ol their tails. 

Mr. Turner is supervising principal ol 
Adams Lake, Chase and Haldane Schools 
in School District #24 (Kamloops). 
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they can h ide ' and sand, when they 
were told that M o n g o l i a was mostly 
desert. But how cou ld they f ind out 
wh i ch of the suggestions the gerbils 
l iked best? Try one at a time? Not in 
a pr imary classroom where every­
body wants his idea tr ied right 
away! 

They f inally settled on a proce­
dure whereby the cage bot tom was 
sect ioned off w i th a different mate­
rial in each area. But how w o u l d 
they know wh ich of the areas the 
gerbils preferred? O n l y one boy 
seemed to see that gerbils might 
spend more t ime in preferred bed ­
d ing , so Miss Jones left the quest ion 
open—they w o u l d watch and see 
what the gerbils d id . 

Feeding t ime brought the food 
quest ion to m ind once again: 'What 
else do gerbils eat?' A n d a rule was 
devised that stated that only those 
things peop le eat w o u l d be tr ied. 
Cereals, tomatoes, potatoes (cooked 
and uncooked) , meat, candy, hams­
ter food , peanut butter, and so forth, 
were tested over the next few 
weeks, w i th each ch i ld having a 
turn. A l l very scienti f ic, but occa ­

sional ly the gerbils misbehaved. 
O n e incident involved a little girl 

w h o had brought a bouquet of cut 
f lowers to 'Show and Tel l . ' Having 
just comple ted a unit on growing 
seeds, the young lady announced 
that she thought cut f lowers might 
grow if p lanted in soi l , and Miss 
Jones encouraged her to try her 
theory. 

It was an afterthought fo l low ing 
the pott ing of the f lowers that led to 
disaster: ' M a y b e the gerbils w o u l d 
l ike my plant in their cage?' That the 
gerbils init ially del ighted the little 
exper imenter and her classmates by 
'smel l ing ' the f lowers d i d not d e ­
tract f rom the calamity of f ind ing 
that they also eat f lowers wh i le one 
is busy do ing one 's ari thmetic. Even 
here someth ing was learned, of 
course. 

A n d when one is disgusted w i th 
one's seatwork and decides to feed 
it to gerbi ls, a who le new area of 
investigation can open up , too. 
What kinds of paper do gerbils pre­
fer? Thick? Thin? Blue? Red? News­
paper? The immediate attack ger­
bils make on paper is a wonde r to 

al l , especial ly ch i ldren. 
That the paper episode led to 

other basic quest ions (Do gerbils 
really eat paper?) and un ique 
methods and answers is someth ing 
only a teacher in a gerbil c lassroom 
can really understand, I suppose, 
but Miss Jones d id manage to c o n ­
vey the advantages of the unpre­
dictabi l i ty of events by showing us 
how to capital ize on every one of 
them. 

The interesting thing is that from 
our or iginal impression of gerbils as 
obnox ious rodents w e gradually 
formed a new picture. The animals 
appeared, eventual ly, to be almost 
ideal c lassroom pets. They respond 
immediate ly to all approaches of 
the ch i ldren, are gentle, and unusu­
al enough in behavior to ho ld the 
attention of all ages over months at 
a t ime. Kept in a large cage bedded 
wi th soi l or sand, gerbils need c lean­
ing only once or twice a year. Being 
a desert rodent, gerbils require on ly 
two or three drops of water a day, 
and if a l lowed to obtain this allot­
ment f rom lettuce, carrots or apple, 
wi l l not urinate l iqu id urine but 
ur ine in crystal form almost devo id 
of odor . They are different from 
most c lassroom pets! 

The best teacher reference is a lit­
tle book le t ent i t led Curious Gerbils 
( M c G r a w - H i l l , 90c). Wr i t ten for 
both chi ldren and teachers, the 
many activit ies of inquiry and the 
necessary informat ion on care are 
del ightful ly to ld in print and p ic­
tures. The sect ion o n 'baby gerbi ls ' 
is the best fun in the book , and, if 
your gerbi ls happen to p roduce 
young, you wi l l be able to share the 
chi ldren's exci tement as Miss Jones 
d id . 

She d id tell her ch i ldren that one 
of the gerbils was a boy and the 
other a gir l , and, naturally, they had 
been named appropr iately. But the 
bir th of the four l itt le ones came all 
of a sudden to surprise everybody, 
inc lud ing the teacher. A boy and a 
girl gerbi l became a father and a 
mother gerbi l . Baby gerbils were 
seen to take mi lk f rom their mother. 
Eyes opened , hair grew, and soon 
the cage was f i l led w i th the scamper 
of little feet. W h i c h is all to be ex­
pected. But Miss Jones saw more in 

Continued on page 266 

Gerbils seem to be almost ideal classroom pets. They are 
responsive to approaches, are gentle, and are unusual enough in behavior 

to hold the attention ol all ages over months at a time. 
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Are you getting through to them? 
Pop festivals. Psychedelic colors. The Beatles. From the 
time they leave class on Friday 'till you see them again, 
these are the kind of high-powered stimulants 
your students are exposed to. Come Monday 
morning the problem of keeping them 
interested is back in your lap. 

Today audiovisual material is readily 
available, and we all know it really works. 
The KODAK EKTAGRAPHIC Slide projector 
and filmstrip adapter offer the versatility 
you need to show this material—easily 
and quickly. Y o u can switch from slides 

to filmstrips and back again in a matter of seconds, 
simply by removing the projector lens and inserting 

the l i lmsirip adapter. 
It's the smart way to stretch your A / V dollars, 

and an interesting one for your students. 
For more information call your 

Kodak A / V dealer, he's in the 
Yel low Pages or write: 

M.Mion 1'iaurc iinil ( dik'alk'n M.ilU'tv 
I W M I ' W K O D A K SAI.I S I.I Ml II I) 
1 no 
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Why Not Let Them Earn 
and Learn? 
Continued from page 257 
pay young peop le to deve lop their 
talents and interests for their own 
good and for the ult imate good of 
society? 

W h y not? The formative years are 
short and they slip by quick ly . The 
seeds must be planted at the right 
t ime or w e reap the harvest of 
al ienat ion and unrest, of dis i l lusion 
and discontent. 

W h y not? W e already have the 
nucleus of many good programs in 
such places as the Y, the commun i ty 
centers and the programs run by 
various city governments. The 
trouble wi th most of these is that 
they appeal to the ' g o o d ' kids. They 
have fai led to have w ide enough ap­
peal to teenagers, w h o tend to drop 
out too early. 

W h y not? In t ime of war or na­
tional crisis we can always f ind the 
money and the resources and the 
personnel to mob i l i ze for destruc^ 
t ion. W h y can' t w e do the same for 
something constructive? 

Guidelines for Earn-and-L^arn 
Programs 

• Programs that were successful 
last summer should be adequately 
funded and expanded. 
• A graduated scale of payment ac­
cord ing to the age of the part ic i­
pants shou ld be establ ished. 
• Emphasis shou ld be put first on 
new programs appeal ing to the 16-
to 19-year-olds. 
• A w ide range of interests—sports, 
athletics, hobbies, crafts, and all 
branches of the ar ts—should be 
inc luded. 
• Instructors shou ld be required to 
have no qual i f icat ions other than 
demonstrated abil i ty in their f ie ld 
and an interest in wo rk ing wi th 
young peop le . 
• A t tendance of the part icipants 
should be requi red, but there 
should be no suggestion of passing 
or fai l ing or of obta in ing grades or 
credits. A certif icate shou ld be given 
to al l w h o part ic ipate. 

The best safeguard against the stress 
and tension caused by boredom is to 
start cultivating hobbies early in life 

. . . writing, painting, photography, 
music—there's no limit to the 

possibilities. 

• Programs should be housed in 
schools, halls, churches, vacant 
stores, basements and summer 
camps. 
• A n effort should be made to have 
business and industry part icipate by 
adopt ing and fund ing various pro­
grams. 
• Emphasis shou ld be put on do ing 
and learning. The program shou ld 
offer more than a talk-fest or a pas­
sive ' l isten to the latest record ing ' 
type of inactivity. 
• To obtain the grants, groups and 
clubs that now offer programs for 

'n ice ' kids should be required to ad­
mit an equal number of kids w h o 
know nothing about that part icular 
activity. 
e> No young people apply ing for 
wel fare in the Lower Ma in land 
shou ld be granted it for any length 
of t ime unless they can show regular 
attendance at an Earn-and-Learn 
Center. 
• Programs should be set up by the 
Depar tment of Recreat ion and C o n ­
servation or the Commun i t y Pro­
grams Branch of the Department of 
Educat ion. 5 
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fTh is isn't a learned treatise—it's 
my wi fe 's idea and just p la in c o m ­
mon sense. (Aha! . . . Foo led you , 
W o m e n ' s Lib!) 

But that / should think it's c o m ­
mon sense! Maybe we need a 'Mar ­
r ied Men ' s Lib' . . . or maybe just 
less gl ib l ib. Anyway, that's not the 
prob lem for wh i ch Mrs. P. offered 
such a s imple solut ion. 

I was tel l ing her at supper about a 
most d iscouraging staff meet ing on 
'This Schoo l 's Ph i losophy of Educa­
t ion—for the Bril l iant, and for the 
Not-so-br i l l iant ' . . . so many prob­
lems; so many ph i losophies; so 
many academic solut ions; but 
scarcely a posit ive suggestion. 

'It's s imple, ' said Mrs . P. 'Just have 
your " H i g h Schoo l G radua t i on " at 
the end of Grade 10. ' 

'Wha t ! ' cr ied I, chok ing on my 
l iqueur. 

'Dr ink up, and shut up ! I said, 
"Just have your 'H igh School G ra ­
dua t ion ' at the end of Grade 10 . " ' 
(I d idn ' t ask her what I was go ing to 
d o about tr iple punctuat ion marks. 
. . W i s h I had.) 

'H igh schoo l graduat ion is the 
fet ish—the " N e Plus U l t ra " . . .' 

' N o , my dear, that's the name of 
our Scotch. ' 

'Dr ink up, and shut up ! . . . High 
schoo l graduat ion is the s tumbl ing 
b lock. Fail to get it, and you fail to 
get anything. Parents can't stand for 
their kids to fai l . Y o u teachers don' t 
want anyone to fa i l ; so you push, 
pul l or prevaricate to drag them 
through. 

'But everyone's beginning to 
catch on . Universit ies are setting 
their o w n entrance standards; re­
gional col leges don ' t much care 
about high schoo l standings, and 
employers are asking not so much 
for transcripts as: "Bu t what kind of 
a worker wi l l this kid b e ? " 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ j^gjjjggg^%§ 
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G R A D E 1 2 ? 
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'Besides, w h o really needs your 
present brand of Grade 11 and 12 
educat ion? The kids w h o are going 
to university? Maybe . O r wou ldn ' t 
they be better off in a col lege at­
mosphere—where A C A D E M I C S is 
T H E T H I N G ? 

'As for the rest—50% of those in 
your l iterature, French, b io logy or 
social studies courses, the 5 0 % that 
drives you crazy trying to meet gra­
duat ion standards w h e n they're 
never going to use o r need that k ind 
of s tuf f—wouldn' t they be better off 
in technical schools? In colleges? In 
vocat ional schools? In training on 
the job? 

' H o w many more than now w o u l d 
enjoy " the sweet smell of success"? 
H o w many more cou ld "g radua te" 
f rom Grade 10—successful ly , 

Mr. Patlon teaches at Southern Okanagan 
Secondary School in Oliver. 

proudly , w i thout the present threat 
o r taint of " d r o p - o u t " o r the per­
sonal disaster of " fa i l i ng "? 

'But you insist on d r i v ing them 
crazy, and they drive you crazy, try­
ing to meet the unreal ist ic needs, 
the unreal ist ic standards of Grade 
12 graduat ion. 

'What a waste of k ids! W h a t a 
waste of teachers! W h a t a waste 
of vocat ional schools, technical 
schools, col leges! W e ' v e got all 
those institutions, and here you are 
in high school trying to dup l ica te 
them . . . wi th your shops courses 
your commerc ia l courses, y o u r tech­
nical courses. Such dup l i ca t i on ! A n d 
what a waste of money ! 

'You 've been to visit a vocat iona l 
schoo l , haven't you? A n d a techni ­
cal school? You 've seen h o w the 
kids work there—because they 
know why they're there. It's not just 
some place to put in t ime unt i l they 
can get out and learn to d o the real 
thing—their t h i n g . . . 

'So, as I said in the beg inn ing , why 
not cut off high schoo l at G r a d e 10? 
Then , each k id goes where he wants 
to go—to train on the job , t o learn a 
job , to learn a trade, to b e c o m e a 
technic ian, to prepare for univer­
sity, or to col lege to f ind ou t where 
he wants to go, eventual ly. But he 
doesn' t sit around for two years suf­
fering through meaningless classes 
in Grades 11 and 12. 

'Business, industry, sc ience—al l 
are demand ing young p e o p l e — 
trained or trainable young p e o p l e — 
not 18- and 19-year-olds fresh out of 
high school wi th little except a 
transcript of dub ious m e a n i n g o r 
value. 

'G ive them a chance to g r o w up. 
M a k e them grow up! If a c i t i zen is 
of vot ing age at 19, he shou ld know 
what he's do ing by then. K i ck h im 
out of the nice, comfy, h igh schoo l 
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nest at 16 or 17, at Grade 10. He ' l l 
have to start th inking seriously 
about what he's going to do before 
that. A l l to the g o o d — G r a d e 9 and 
Grade 10 wi l l be serious, important 
years . . . not just t ime to put in. ' 

Mrs . P. finally paused tor breath, 
and I got a word in edgewise: 'But 
what about destroying their care­
free ch i ldhood? ' 

' O h , you mid-Vic tor ian sent imen­
talist! Your " c h i l d " is ready to be a 
parent at 14. He 's in adult court at 

17. He can legally dr ink at 19, and 
vote, too. A n d he has wanted noth­
ing more, all the t ime, than to be an 
adult. It's only economics and po l i ­
tics that have tried to keep him off 
the labor market—to keep h im a 
ch i l d—and , now, TV has ruined all 
that. He knows almost as much 
about life as you do—excep t h o w to 
do a job. 

'So, qui t babying him through 
high school until Grade 12. Get h im 
started on the road to meaningful 

Miss Jones Jumps Into 
Gerbils 
Continued from page 262 

these events than most of us might 
have. 

Baby gerbils were we ighed and 
records were kept. There was a Tail 
Chart , w h i c h graphed the increase 
in tail length once every week. A n d 
the dai ly diary of gerbi l happenings 
formed a large exper ience chart on 
the classroom wa l l , to say noth ing of 
the many stories (spontaneous and 
arranged) wri t ten by indiv iduals 
w h o to ld of their gerbi l f indings. 

Miss Jones read imaginative stor­
ies about similar animals to the 
chi ldren and they compared these 
fantasies wi th the real -wor ld pets 
they were coming to know so very 
we l l . G o o d readers undertook ex-

J & A R G E A J A B T M E S T for rent, May to 
Sept. Furn. Adults. $200/mo. Phone 263-
8725 or write Mrs. S. Johns, #406 - 6026 
Tisdall St., Van. 13 

O T T A W A T E A C H E R , wife, 3 children (2, 
4, 6) wish to exchange suburban home for 
adequate urban or summer (preferably 
coastal) accommodation, however remote, 
any part of summer 1971. L . Wade, 1947 
Fairbanks Ave., Ottawa 8, Ont. 

H O U S E F O B K E N T — J u n e 28 until Sept. 
2. 3 bedroom. 5 mln. to TJBC See at 3883 -
23 Ave. ,V. or tel. 224-0962 after 5. $400 
for the 2 months, furnished. 

H O M E E X C H A N G E — 2-bedroom home 
with view of Okanagan Lake, 400 yards 
l'rom sandy public beach, 3/4 mile from 
yacht club. Would like to exchange for 
2 bedroom home close to UBC for summer 
school. Reply G. Evans, Box 4, Westbank. 

FOli B E N T — S U M M E R M O N T H S — j - b e d -
room home, fully furnished, 35 minutes 
from TJBC. Also available—3 bedroom cot­
tage on beach, White Rock. Enquire: 
N. Spruston, 857 Fairdell Cr., Richmond. 
277-G879. 

SMAIIXI H O U S E , large secluded lot. Rea­
sonable for reliable tenant at summer 
session. $40 a week, to be negotiated. 
M. J . Smith, 1590 Graveley St., North 
Vancouver. 

F O R R E N T — L a r g e 3 bdrm. furnished 
home Coquitlam. Park-like area. Avail­
able July-Aug. $200 per month. 3055 
Daybreak Ave., Coquitlam, B.C. 

TOIl R E N T — F o r Summer Session. Large, 
new 3 bdrm. home. 1 blk. from beach, 40 

-mlns. to TJBC. Fully furnished $400. Box 
108, Lions Bay, B.C. 

cursions to the schoo l l ibrary look­
ing for more about animals of every 
k ind . Even poor readers (and some 
had not learned to read at all) en ­
joyed the new knowledge they 
cou ld obtain f rom the fi lmstrips on 
desert animals they found wi th the 
v iewer in the corner of the room. 
Mus ic , art, sc ience, ar i thmetic, lan­
guage arts and ci t izenship (maybe 
they are really all one) came out of 
gerbils in Miss Jones's c lassroom. 

The f ield trip to the z o o in the 
spring was sort of different, too. The 
chi ldren went wi th def in i te pur­
poses in mind—an ima l behavior 
and sizes were the focus. W h i l e they 
were on the z o o site they seriously 
investigated quest ions concern ing 
animal sizes. Groups sought an­
swers to such puzzlers as biggest, 
smallest, equals, longest legs, long-

A C C O M M O D A T I O N A V A I L A B L E 
rOR RENT—July-August 15, 2 bedroom 
house, fully furnished, near UBC, $250 
full session. Write 3506 West 12th Ave., 
Vancouver 8, B.C. 

FULLY FURNISHED BACHELOR SUITE 
—close to Lougheed Mall. Suit couple. 
10 mins. to SFU; Vi hr. to UUC. Indoor 
and outdoor pool, gym, tennis court, 
underground parking. $250 for Juiy-
August. D. Gregory, #132 - 9288 Cameron, 
Burnaby 2. 

FOR RENT—3 bedroom home vicinity 
67th and S.W. Marine Dr. Available end 
of June to beginning of Sept. Write G. 
Sinclair, 2142 W. 57 Ave., Vancouver 14. 

HOME FOR RENT—July 1 - Sept. 1. 
Furn. 2-bedroom house. Near transpor­
tation, stores & UBC. Non-smokers please. 
$150. 2812 W. 18th, Vancouver 8, B.C. 
733-9085. 

L V Z . BACH. SUITE—furnished; sauna & 
pool; overlooks Lost Lagoon: To let July 
1 to Aug. 27. $150 mo. 682-2055. 

FOR RENT—July and August, 3 bedroom 
home, finished rec. room and utility, 
large lot, North Vancouver. Close to 2nd 
Narrows Bridge. Write to A. H . Mirren, 
1804 Sutherland Ave., North Vancouver or 
phone 988-3408. 

FOR RENT—Completely furnished new 
3 bedroom home. Two blocks to university 
and shopping center. Available July and 

- Aug. #10 - 1701 McKenzie Ave., Victoria, 
477-3770. 

FOR RENT—Inside UBC gates, July and 
August. Lovely home, 3 bedr and den. E . 
M. Kaser, 4765 Chancellor Biv6, Vancou­
ver 8, 228-8738. 

l ife and l ive l ihood at least by the 
time he's 16, in Grade 10 . . . on the 
job, in a vocat ional schoo l , in a tech­
nical schoo l , or in a col lege atmos­
phere, it w i l ! make a man of h i m — a 
better man than the high schools are 
making now. 

' A n d it w i l l d o so at less cost. Even 
you know that special izat ion re­
duces product ion costs. ' 

'Yes, dear, ' I conceded . 'It's just 
as s imple as that. I must wr i te and 
tell the B.C. Teachers' Federat ion. ' § 

est necks, shortest tails, and so forth, 
wh i le others looked into the n u n -
ber of different species in the who le 
z o o . 

Before he left the site, every ch i ld 
chose his 'story an ima l ' (the one he 
intended to wri te a report on when 
he got back to school) . A c c o m ­
panied by a Year 7 gir l , each ch i ld 
spent 10 minutes watch ing his favo­
rite an imal , sharing the exper ience 
wi th fr iends w h o were in his group, 
talking about the quest ions Miss 
Jones had put into the hands of her 
pupi l -helpers. 

That the questions were similar to 
if not ident ical wi th those the ch i l ­
dren had already asked about their 
o w n gerbils w i l l by n o w not surprise 
the reader any more than it caught 
the rest of us off guard ; Miss Jones 
knew >.vi;at she was about. § 

W A T E R F R O N T S U M M E R HOME—beau­
tifully located on. Gambler Island; all fa­
cilities. Daily transportation to Vancou­
ver. $70/wk. Write E . M. Kaser, 4785 
Chancellor Blvd, Vancouver 8, 228-8738. 

S T A T A T T H E J O S E P H B E N J A M I N 
R E S I D E N C E 

Kelowna's finest residential hotel. The 
quiet atmosphere and good service will 
please you. Monthly rates are: Doubles 
at $6.00 each per day; Singles at $7.00 
per day. Dining room, laundry and maid 
service included in above rates. Contact 
The Joseph Benjamin Residence, 1460 
Sutherland Ave., Kelowna, B.C. 

F O R R E N T — J u l y and August. Fully fur­
nished 3-bedroom family home in beauti­
ful North Vancouver setting. Close to 
shops, parks—20 minutes to downtown. 
Rent $275/month. Everything included. 
A. E . Jarvis, 1047 Clements Ave., North 
Vancouver, 987-6770. 

F O R R E N T — 4 bedroom country house on 
2-acre lot close to sea. 14 miles from 
UVic. Available July 1 to August 31. 
Write K. Helntzman, 3660 Park Drive, 
R.R.1, Victoria, B.C. 

F O R R E N T — F u l l y furnished, 1-bedroom 
penthouse apartment, West End, close to 
Stanley Park, beach, stores, on bus route. 
Available May 1 -October 1. $186 monthly. 
Mcintosh, #1102 -1735 Nelson St., Van­
couver 5. 

J U L Y A N D A U G U S T BARGAIN—Suble t 
for 2/3 the rent spacious, modern apt. in 
North Van at 12 St. near Lonsdale. No 
children, no pets. $125. Contact L. W. 
Murphy, 320 - 260 E. 12 St.. N.V. 
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C. D. N E L S O N 

REFERENCE ROUNDUP - PART TWO 

f B o o k s on the f ine arts are tradi­
t ional ly expensive, overs ized and 
frequent ly vandal ized by students. 
They can be somewhat of a head­
ache for the l ibrar ian; nevertheless, 
they form a major part of any refer­
ence co l lec t ion and deserve special 
care in both purchasing and hous­
ing. Here are some you may not yet 
k n o w about. 

G inna Pischel 's A World History 
of Art: Painting, Sculpture, Archi­
tecture, Decorative Arts (Go lden 
Pr., 1968, $17.95). This beauti ful 
book cou ld easily be your one his­
tory of art reference, if you are so 
restricted. It is a gem. 

Even more expensive is Audrey 
Hawthorn 's Art of the Kwakiutl In­
dians and Other Northwest Coast 
Tribes, This jo int venture of the U B C 
and U . Wash . Presses came out in 
1967, costs $26, but wi th discounts 
cost our schoo l $18.20; a str iking 
book in ful l co lo r that makes a n ice 
compan ion to Barbeau and Jenness. 

Ano ther less recent but important 
b o o k is the Illustrated Glossary of 
Architecture 850-1830, by John Har­
ris" & J. Lever (Faber, c1966, $17); it 
is an outstanding reference in a 
somewhat neglected f ie ld . 

The Encyclopedia of Folk, Coun­
try and Western Music, by Stambler 

._&'• Landon (St. Mart in 's , c1969, 
i$.14:25) is a very 'with- i t ' t it le, fully 
i l lust rated wi th pictures of all the 
we l l - known c & w , fo lk - rock and 

other musical groups so dear to the 
hearts of today's youth (and some of 
the Ger i to l generat ion fans, too). 

BELLES LETTRES 
The next two titles are probably 

famil iar to everybody, but as I said 
at the beg inn ing of Part I, I have to 
ment ion them in case there are 
secondary schoo l l ibraries that don ' t 
have t hem! The Reader's Encyclope­
dia, 2d ed. , by W i l l i am Rose Benet 
(Crowel l , c1965, $11.50) is a d ic ­
t ionary of l i terature, chief ly Engl ish-
language, that is on a par wi th the 
numerous Oxford Companions or 
The New Century Handbook of Eng­
lish Literature—i.e., it is extremely 
useful. 

The second is one of my al l - t ime 
favorite books : Brewer's Dictionary 
of Phrase & Fable (Cassell, c1966, 
about $11). It is a potpourr i of cu r i ­
osit ies, al lusions and everything else 
you are l ikely to come across in 
reading and studying Eng Lit. It is 
wor th hours of your t ime. (You wi l l 
perhaps pardon me if I c row a b i t— 
besides the current copy I have an 
ancient ed i t ion of Brewer, dated 
1911, p icked up in a secondhand 
bookstore. Eat your hearts out, fe l ­
low librarians!) 

A very useful paperback title is 
Co lwe l l ' s A Student's Guide to Liter­
ature, w ' l i ch sets out in concise form 
all you need to know about literary 
genres—nove l , short story, essay, 
etc., w i th informat ion on plot, 

theme, character izat ion, and 101 
things dear to the hearts of English 
teachers (Wash. Sq. Pr., c1968, 95c 
— s p e n d an extra dol lar recklessly to 
have it permanent ly bound) . 

Frank N. Mag i l l is a t remendously 
busy editor, and among his vo lum­
inous output are several titles for the 
reference shelves: Cyclopedia of 
Literary Characters, a dict ionary of 
peop le in f ic t ion, f rom Barkis, the 
w i l l i n ' to Lady Teaze l , and thou­
sands more, ideal for qu ick refer­
ence (c1963, $12.50); a 4 - v o l u m e set 
or ig inal ly cal led Masterplots, but 
n o w enti t led Masterpieces of World 
Literature in Digest Form. Each v o l ­
ume is a select ion of best known 
works from literatures of all c o u n ­
tries, w i th crit ical annotat ion, list of 
characters, in format ion on t ime and 
setting, date of compos i t ion , fo l ­
l owed by a precis of the plot or 
comment on the work if not a novel . 
Each vo lume is indexed and vo l . 4 
has a master index to the set (c1952, 
1955, 1960 and 1968, and $1-2.50 
each for Vo ls . 1 to 3, $14.95 for vo l . 
4). • 

Yet another title is Magill's Quo­
tations in Context, a useful source­
book in w h i c h each quotat ion f rom 
f ic t ion, essay or p o e m is shown w i th 
enough of the surrounding text to 
place it in its proper context, thus 
enhanc ing the meaning consider­
ably (c1965, $13.75). A l l the Mag i l l 
books are from Harper & Row. 
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To backtrack sl ightly there is A . F. 
Scott's book of Current Literary 
Terms, a concise dict ionary of their 
or igin and use (St. Mart in 's , c1965, 
$3.95). Ano ther Dictionary of For­
eign Phrases and Abbreviations, 
comp . by Kevin Gu inagh , contains 
thousands of foreign words and 
phrases in English language works 
and is simi lar to, but more concise 
than, the Bliss book ment ioned 
earlier (Wi lson, C1965, $6). 

Perhaps the one indispensable 
work on poetry for students and tea­
chers is Preminger 's Encyclopedia 
of Poetry and Poetics, famil iarly 
known as 'The Pr inceton Encyclo­
pedia of P. & P.' (Princeton Un iv Pr., 
c1965, $15 net). This book contains 
the most comprehens ive treatment 
on poetry you are ever l ikely to f ind. 

The Oxford Companion to Eng­
lish Literature is too we l l - known to 
comment on here except to men­
tion that the 4th ed . , revised 1967 is 
available at $10. 

Another C rowe l l reference s imi ­
lar to Benet (above) is the Read­
er's Encyclopedia of Shakespeare 
(c1966, $19.50), and despite the 

pr ice, is surely the most complete 
sourcebook of Shakespeareana I 
have seen, and definitely justifies a 
place in the secondary school l ib­
rary. The many il lustrations are par­
t icularly valuable. 

Two more Crowe l l titles you 
might cons ider are Lil l ian Feder's 
Crowell's Handbook of Classical 
Literature (c1964, $9.50) and R. Y. 
Hathorn's Crowell's Handbook ol 
Classical Drama (c1967, $7.95). 
They form a pair of references most 
useful to the study of Greek, Roman 
and other ep ic poetry, plays and 
other literary forms, wi th much in­
format ion on mythology, rel igion 
and social customs of ancient t imes. 

H I S T O R Y — P L A C E S A N D PEOPLE 
The f ields of history, geography 

and b iography that make up the' 
huge 900 class in the Dewey scheme 
are c rammed wi th reference books 
that are either basic first purchases 
for any library or are highly useful to 
subject teachers. Here are several I 
suggest you look into. 

What Happened When?, by Stan­
ford M . M i r k i n , is, as its subtit le says, 

'a noted researcher's almanac of 
yesterdays,' and is a chronology of 
signif icant events in wor ld history 
arranged under each date of the 
year (Washburn, 1966, $9.50). 

What I thought wou ld be a book 
students wou ld just leaf through at 
leisure has turned out to be a most 
valuable reference: Dav id Eggen-
berger's A Dictionary of Battles 
(Crowel l , c1967, $12.50). It de­
scribes, wi th plans and maps, every 
important battle in history from 
Bibl ical t imes up to modern wars, in 
easi ly-consulted alphabet ical ar­
rangement. 

A n inexpensive item from Eng­
land, Gi lber t Mart in 's Recent His­
tory Atlas features bo ld ly drawn 
maps wi th concise notes that out­
l ine major events in history f rom 
1870 to the present. The 2nd ed . 
appeared in 1967 (Weidenfe ld & 
N icho l son , $2.95, soft covers). 

I risk belabor ing the obv ious, but 
I suppose by n o w all schools are 
buy ing Time Capsules. These are 
extremely handy condensat ions 
f rom the pages of Time magazine, 
each vo lume cover ing one calendar 

B O O K S 
S I M O N F R A S E R U N I V E R S I T Y B O O K S T O R E O F F E R S A 
" M A I L O R D E R - C . O . D . " S E R V I C E T O A L L T E A C H E R S 
IN B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A . 

e L a r g e Selection of Educat iona l Ti t les Avai lab le . 
• Orders F i l l e d Same D a y if i n Stock. 
• A l l o w F o u r to S i x W e e k s for Tit les not i n Stock. 

S e n d Order To: 
T h e Bookstore 
S i m o n Fraser Un ivers i ty 
B u r n a b y 2, B . C . 
Att.: M a i l Order Dept. 

Reading - Caleb Gattegno's Solution 
Reading with WORDS IN COLOUR, developed by Dr. C. Gattegno in 1959 and 
perfected since In the light of wide experience in schools of U.S.A., Britain and 
Australia, has been shown w overcome the common difficulties of making the 
transformation from speech to writing and reading. This method has been 
found to achieve literacy in a matter of weeks, equip the learner with criteria 
to master the historically grown vagaries of English spelling, increase his vocabu­
lary and promote creative writing. Furthermore, it provides a stepping stone to 
acquire French or Spanish as a foreign language. All this, and more, is docu­
mented in a number of boaks written by teachers on their classroom experiences. 
A member of numerous"'seminars hald by Dr. Gattegno and an observer of 
varied classes over a period of seven years, 

MRS. C . H. SIMPSON, 
3870 Emerald Drive, North Vancouver, B.C. Tel. 604 980-4030 

Educational Consultant 
Associate of SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE, New York, will give information and 
bibliography, and is trained by Dr. Gattegno to conduct professional workshops 
and tutor non-readers individually or In groups. 

CENTENNIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR STUDENTS COMPLETING 

GRADE 10 
The Government of British Columbia 
has authorized a Centennial Scholar­
ship valued at $5,000 to assist a 
student from this province to attend 
the United World College of the At­
lantic at St. Donat's, Wales from Sep­
tember 1971 until June 1973. 
The aims of the United World College 
are: / / 
1) To promote through education in­
ternational friendship and understand­
ing, as well as an eppreciation of 
the essential interdependence of all 
people. 
2) To provide a pattern of education 
adapted to meet the special needs 
of our age. 
St. Donat's offers a 2-year pre-univer-
sity course representing the last two 
years of high school. Academic stand­
ards are high and all applicants must 
be of university potential. Over 130 
universities in the world have accepted 
students from Atlantic College. 
Principals, school counsellors or stu­
dents wishing information about the 
Centennial Scholarship to the United 
World College of the Atlantic are 
asked to write for particulars to: 

Mr. T. J . Sawchuk, Chairman 
British Columbia Selection 

Committee 
United World College of the 

Atlantic 
Assistant to the Dean, Faculty of 

Education 
University of Victoria, Victoria, B.C. 

Deadline tor submissions April 30, 
1971. 
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year. Eventually all years w i l l be 
'capsulated ' and the publ icat ion 
program so far has been in some­
what random order, f rom the 30s to 
1968, w h i c h I bel ieve is the latest 
avai lable. $4.90 each. 

The federal Depar tment of Ener­
gy, M ines and Resources, Geogra ­
ph ic Branch, puts out the off icial 
Gazet teer of Canada, and you 
shou ld have at least the British C o ­
lumbia vo lume, wh i ch lists all 
known place names in B.C., giving 
exact latitude and longi tude, alter­
nate names if any, and whether the 
name represents a lake, river, m o u n ­
tain, vi l lage or whatever (2d ed . Q P 
Ot tawa , 1966, $7.50). W a r n i n g : this 
is paperbound and should be rein­
forced. 

N o w we come to a number of 
atlases that are recent enough to be 
new to many readers: The Canadian 
Oxford Atlas of the World (2d rev. 
ed . , c1967, $14.95) is not to be c o n ­
fused w i th the Canadian Oxford 
School Atlas, a prescr ibed text for 
Geography 12. It is an oversize l ib­
rary atlas wi th large, clear map 
plates. 

The Holt World Atlas, ed . by Jean 
de Varennes & Jean Lavallee, is a 
brand-new Canadian work (HRW, 
c1970, $6.95), wi th special maps and 
statistical material on Canada, fea­
turing large uncluttered maps. Be 
sure to get a copy o f the French 
edi t ion too. 

M o v i n g into the big leagues, there 
is a very handsome entry, the Rand 
McNally International Atlas ( d % 9 , 
$39.50) wi th except ional ly fine map 
plates and other desirable features 
that make it a basic research tool for 
the library. 

Ano the r useful atlas f rom this 
f i rm, often over looked , is the Rand 
McNally Road Atlas: United States, 
Canada, Mexico, publ ished annual­
ly in oversize soft covers, and regu­
larly updated to show just about 
every road, track and freeway in 
Nor th Amer ica . Deta i led maps of 
metropol i tan areas and indiv idual 
cities are inc luded ($2.95). 

G o i n g back to the Canadian De ­
partment of Energy, M ines and Re­
sources, this t ime the Surveys and 
M a p p i n g Branch, we acquired cop ­

ies, in both English and French, of 
the new Atlas and Gazetteer of 
Canada. This is a very informative 
atlas of Canada , w i th clear maps 
and tabulated informat ion, especi ­
ally suited to courses in general 
business and Canadian geography 
(QP, O t tawa , c1969, $7.50 either 
ed.). 

W e reviewed the Akr igg's 1000 
Place Names of British Columbia in 
this magazine earl ier this school 
year. N o w comes a somewhat s imi­
lar work by Lynn M idd le ton , Place 
Names of the Pacific Northwest 
Coast (Elldee Pub., c1969, $12.50). 
W h i l e I prefer the former title, this 
new book is slightly more compre­
hensive, for it includes many place 
names f rom Washington and Ore ­
gon as wel l as B.C. A unique feature 
is a symbol p laced before each 
name: a maple leaf for those in C a ­
nada, and an eagle for Amer ican 
places. A few of the commentar ies 
are very intr iguing. 

No t all l ibraries w i l l be interested 
in the very f ine reprint edi t ion of 
Sir John Frankl in's Narrative of a 
Journey to the Shores of the Polar 

$|pPrmtshop Gremlins Strike! 
P a $ | Pr intshop gremlins are pesky m $ g g 2 £ 

asgayss.- ='< 

| | ^ | | § § The paragraph mangled by 
Ifllilll gremlins should read: 

'Yet 1 bel ieve the two overr id ing de -
mands I have named tower above 

^^^pf a " t n e others, s imply because they 
§ § | S | | p | go direct ly to what is crucial to life 

-and the survival of 

CHART-PAK's® Visual Instructional Materials Kit lets you 
fit standard transparencies to your particular classroom 
needs, lets you create original projectuals, without costly 
equipment. 

VIM Kit contains everything you need . . . and easy to 
use! Chart-Pak's pressure-sensitive solid color and pattern 
tapes, pre-printed symbols, Deca-Dry® transfer lettering, 
Contak color tints, shading films and all accessories are 
included. Using is believing . . . write for complete VIM Kit 
information. 

CHRRTPHK ROTEX 
Distributed by: 

THE GEO. H. HEWITT CO. LTD. 
944 Richards St., Vancouver 2, B.C. Tel. 682-5861 
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Sea in the Years 1819,20, 21 and 22, 
but if this isn't authentic Canadiana, 
I don ' t know what is. A n enthral l ing 
book, i l lustrated wi th a pocket of 
fo lded maps, this $20 item marks a 
great publ ish ing achievement for 
the Edmonton f irm of Hur t ig Press. 
A n d wi th today's increased interest 
in the Canadian Arc t ic , this book 
wi l l f ind responsive readers. I 
p laced it on my reference shelf be­
cause it is too valuable a book for 
general c i rculat ion. 

it is in the area of b iography, per­
haps, that a good l ibrary reference 
co l lec t ion is often judged. The lives 
of writers, statesmen, si-*.: tists, art­
ists and inventors, etc., are impor ­
tant to us as w e try to assess our 
o w n achievement and understand 
our present c iv i l izat ion. Fortunately, 
we are we l l served by many stan­
dard sourcebooks for b iographical 
in format ion. Here are some you 
may not be using yet. 

People in Books, by Margaret E. 
N i cho l son , is a new work (Wi lson, 
c1969, $12) that constitutes a selec­
tive guide to b iographical l iterature 
arranged by vocat ions and other 

fields of reader interest. If you wish 
to locate books about atomic sc ien­
tists, trappers, surgeons or Russian 
tsars, f ict ion and nonf ic t ion, this is 
the book that wi l l give the answers. 

Your l ibrary should be subscr ib­
ing to Current Biography (Wi lson, 
$8 annual ly for 11 numbers). A 
bound yearbook ($8) cumulates 
each year's issues for permanent 
reference. A broad range of l iv ing 
persons — actors, writers, po l i t i ­
cians, scientists, entertainers, sports 
figures and so on—is represented, 
together wi th obituaries of those 
w h o have appeared in CB in the 
past. It might pay you to purchase 
back issues of the bound annuals, 
all of wh ich are in print ($7 to $10). 
The style is l ively, each article has a 
picture of the person and a b ib l i ­
ography of magazine articles about 
h im. Very useful , indeed. 

Still more f rom Wi l son C o . , wh i ch 
seems to specia l ize in b iography: 

W h o Was When, a Dictionary of 
Contemporaries, al though not a 
new work , deserves w ider use (2d 
ed . 1950, $6). This is an awkward ly-

shaped book, being wider than it is 
tall, and cumbersome to shelve, but 
it is interesting in that it takes r-an's 
history by centuries subdiv ided into 
decades, and shows wh ich famous 
people were alive at the same t ime 
in various countr ies. It is further d i ­
v ided across the doub le pages into 
f ields of endeavor, to inc lude kings 
and other ruiers, scientists, artists, 
literary figures, and so on . Very use­
ful to gain insight into how a per­
son's contemporar ies probably in ­
f luenced his accompl ishments. 

Canada n o w has the first two 
volumes of a def ini t ive Dictionary 
of Canadian Biography, a d ist ingu­
ished work from Universi ty of T o ­
ronto Press. I guess all schools have 
received gift copies of vo l . I, wh i ch 
lists biographies between 1000 and 
1700 A . D . N o w vo l . II, 1701 to 1740 
is avai lable (c1969, $20), and sub­
sequent vo lumes wi l l cover pract i­
cally everyone ever ment ioned in 
Canadian affairs. 

Back to W i l son and more staple 
titles deal ing wi th literary b iogra­
phy. The 'Authors series.' chief ly ed . 
by Stanley J. Kuni tz, covers a very 
w ide range, and I merely list them 
here: American Authors, 1600-1900 
($10); British Authors before 1800 
($8); British Authors of the 19th 
Century ($8); European Authors, 
1000-1900 ($8); 20th Century Au­
thors, and First Supplement ($9.40 
and $8). 

These, together wi th Current Bi­
ography above, should prov ide the 
bulk of informat ion l ikely to be 
needed by students . . . but not 
qu i te ; w e n o w have a new rev. & 
enl . ed. of Canadian Writers/Ecri-
vains Canadiens, by Guy Sylvestre 
& others (Ryerson, c1967, $9.50), a 
bi l ingual reference that deals ex­
clusively w i th Canadian authors, 
and a highly useful one at that. 

Amer i can Heritage publ ishes a 
variety of beauti ful 'cof fee-table ' 
books, as they are somet imes un ­
kindly ca l l ed ; but don ' t be misled 
by this canard! Many of them are 
first-rate reference materials. The 
Horizon Book of the Elizabethan 
World is one such. Beautiful ly i l ­
lustrated wi th paintings and maps, 
it examines in detai l the 'English 
Renaissance' wi th part icular e m -

The BC TEACHER 

FLEET PROGRAM 
for 

B. C. TEACHERS 
Purchase any brand new 

American Motors automobile 
GREMLIN, HORNET, JAVELIN, MATADOR, 

AMBASSADOR 
for Factory Invoice plus $100 

Inc luding all dea ler p repara t ions and hand l ing cha rges . Y e s , that 's 
right, there are no addi t ional cha rges excep t for usual loca l taxes 
and l i cense fees . 

T R A D E S A R E W E L C O M E D 

This program is available by appointment only with 
Mr. Mike Rostill, Fleet Mgr.* 
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RALPH WILLIAMS MOTORS LTD. 
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phasis on Shakespeare's theater and 
English discovery and explorat ion 
(1967, $18.95). 

A n important new book f rom M c ­
C le l land & Stewart came our way 
this last year: Fraser Symington's 
The Canadian Indian, the Illustrated 
History of the Great Tribes of Ca­
nada—a remarkably handsome 
book in ful l co lo r and a t imely re­
ference for all grades (1969, $20). 

Finally, I want to remind all l i ­
braries that the Canadian Annual 
Review, n o w edi ted by John Say-
we l l , is another important serial 
publ ished by U . Tor. Press. The 1969 
vo lume is now being distr ibuted 
(c1970, $25), but all annuals from 
the first C A R in 1964 are still avai l ­
able. These are indispensable sum­
maries of what happened in Cana ­
d ian pol i t ics, foreign affairs, arts and 
letters, science and research, sports, 
and many other facets of national 
l i fe, ful ly indexed, wri t ten wi th 
d is t inct ion. 

LAST W O R D S 
A t the beginning of this series I 

posed the quest ion, 'Wha t is a re­
ference book? ' F rom the ensuing 
commentary I hope I have given 
some indicat ion of the kinds of 
books you might reasonably inc lude 
in that category. Af ter a l l , it hinges 
on usefulness in supply ing authen­
t ic informat ion beyond the text­
book , and includes special things 
not found in the general l ibrary 
c i rculat ing co l lec t ion. 

A t the senior level reference 
books are the nucleus around wh ich 
the rest of the library is built. They 
are not a static co l lec t ion, but must 
be added to and subtracted f rom as 
their usefulness increases or de­
cl ines. 

Aga in I want to make very clear 
that this list is a personal one, based 
o n day-to-day exper ience in a 
secondary school l ibrary, and wh i le 
I have many other reference books 
of all k inds, I have del iberately 
chosen to inc lude on ly those I think 
might not be so general ly used. 
Perhaps in a future art icle I shall 
present more titles as I d iscover 
the:.?. I have no (!oubt that many 
readers know of titles I have over­
l ooked . If so, please share them 
wi th m e ! § 

CLUES ACROSS 
1. Move quickly from maestro with 

nothing lacking (6) 
5. Quarrels about the left-overs? (6) 
9. Job for a sportsman or a composer 

(7, 3, 5) 
10. Get together when I render a 

strange air (5) 
11. Spoke endlessly—as tlie 

frightened teeth did? (9) 
12. Apt seizure (anagram) (10) 
14. A bit of house-repair work (4) 
16. Corner the satisfactory number (4) 
17. A withdrawal—although there's 

fighting in the rearl (10) 
19. Go to the top of the league? (4, 5) 
21!. Get away from a present day Eve (5) 
23. Thief and receiver, for example 

(3, 2, 5) 
24. Stations for the industrial 

outfits (6) 
25. Comforting outcome of a 

misdemeanor, for example (6) 

ACROSS 
1. Chub 15. Tea set 
3. Isolated 17. Practitioner 
9. Cabbage 20. Prior 

10. Nadir 21. Lignite 
11. Annihilation 22. Straying 
13. Outing 23. Tern 

CLUES DOWN 
2. The day to lock forward to at the end 

of the march (3, 5, 2, 5) 
3. Looking with malice at what 

ye've lied abot!t (4, 4) 
4. "Lend thy hand, 

And pluck my garment from 
me," (The Tempest) (5) 

5. Hurl's craze for the dog (9) 
6. P?r' of a camp-fire settlement (5) 
7. Putting off—in a strip cartoon, 

possibly (15) 
8. Guard for a strong finisher (6) 
9. Swedish coin partly uppermost for 

the German munitions factory (5) 
13. Sandpipers? No, bobolinks! (9) 
15. Skills evident when Scene 100 is 

altered (b, 
16. All is lost—despite the dance 

within (2, 4) 
18. The relationship of part 15 (5) 
20. Half a score over the joint (5) 
21. Extract from a fine literary work (5) 

DOWN 
1. Cockatoo 8. Cash and carry 
2. Urban 12. Sturgeon 
4. Smelly 14. Terrier 
5. Lengthenings 16. Fill in 
6. Tedious 18. Noise 
7. Darn 19. Opts 

Answers will be printed next month 

Answers for last month's puzzle 
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MONITORING THE MEDIA )AN DRAI3EK 

HENRY VIII: A LESSON PLAN 

I f ind Henry V l l l ' s personali ty 
slightly diff icult to def ine, it's prob­
ably because I imagine h im to have 
looked and acted l ike Charles 
Laughton, Robert Shaw and Richard 
Burton. 

The English product ion of the Six 
Wives ol Henry VIII, shown over 
C B C Televis ion on Sundays through 
Apr i l 25, d idn ' t help much . At the 
t ime of this wr i t ing only one ep i ­
sode, the one involv ing Cather ine of 

A ragon , has been shown , but f rom 
the standpoint of Henry's charac­
ter izat ion, it may have been the 
most important one. 

Henry is tradit ionally depic ted as 
a fat slob and each portrayal usually 
begins somewhere in the late 1520s, 
when he was in his thirties. The Six 
Wives, on the other hand, gives us 
a gl impse of an 18-year-old Henry 
— a lanky, considerate, book ish 
young Prince of Wales , who is en ­
dear ingly in love wi th a Spanish 
lady. 

Granted that the love angle was 
at best factually spur ious. A t the 
same time it was indispensable to 
the story as seen by the English tele­
v is ion writer. Granted that Cather­
ine of Aragon 's 'Spanishness' was 
not always apparent. But accurate 
historical and ethnic portrayals do 
not necessarily a good drama make. 

A n d good drama it was. D a m n 
good drama. O n e has to admit it, 
a l though it's so much more fun to 
wr i te a scathing review than to go 
a long wi th the mult i tudes and give 
c red i i where it's due. 

'Smashingly p roduced , wri t ten 
and di rected, ' wrote the London 
Times as quoted in an expensive 
C O L O R ad in last month 's BC 
Teacher. Smashingly said. Let's leave 
it at that. 

It's no accident that Six Wives 
was so expensively advert ised by 

Henry Tudor in BBC's Six Wives of 
Henry VIII. Henry is portrayed by the 
Australian actor Keith Michell. 
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M a c M i l l a n B loede l , its Canadian 
sponsor , in educat ion-connected 
magazines. There can be no doubt 
that this is the meat out of wh ich 
excel lent lessons are made. St i l l , 
it's somet imes diff icult to dec ide 
just h o w the greatest of TV shows 
cou ld be ut i l ized wi th the kids. Not 
that I have all the answers to that 
one. But I have given it some 
thought and, for whatever it's wor th , 
here are the results: 

1) Marriage and Politics: O f 
course, many dedicated Angl icans 
w i l l d ispute this, but it has been 
suggested that Protestantism in Eng­
land was largely the result of Henry 
V l l l ' s lusting for A n n e Boleyn and 
his desire to have a legit imate heir 
by her. A l though Canad ians—espe­
cial ly we in British Co lumb ia—have 
lately had a taste of pol i t ical mar­
riage, things sure have changed and 
there haven't been too many e m -

AN ART SUMMER SCHOOL 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Come to "Flntry Art Centre" tor a 
new holiday experience. 
POTTERY: Wheel, Hand and Mould 
PAINTING: Oil, Acrylic, Water Colour 
DRAWING: Studio and Outdoor 
In your spare time, swim, water ski 
on Lake Okanagan, walk along the 
trails, camp in the tent ground. 
Stay (or 1 week, 2 weeks or a month! 

Send tor more information to: 
Fintry Art Centre c/o Winoka Pottery 

Fintry Estates, R.R. No. 3 
Vernon, B.C. 

ACCOMMODATION WANTED 
WANTED TO BENT—Professional wo­
man living In Oliver, B.C., desires home 
on lake for summer months—Osoyoos 
or Skaha or area—leave your home in 
good hands while at summer school or 
traveling. Write Box 66, Oliver. 

HOUSE WANTED POE B E N T for the 
month of July only: Married teacher with 
two children needs furnished house. UBC 
30 mins. Write A. J. Sansom, R.R. 3, 
Salmon Arm. 

VOTTNO TEACHER., with wife and infant, 
requires accommodation near UBC while 
attending summer session. R. Chamber-
lin, Box 61, Port McNeill. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
TRIP OF A LIFETIME 

71-72 Cruise Pacific Islands aboard 55' 
motor sailer. Limit fi. 3 mos-12 mos. 
participation. Taylor, P.O. Box 6213, San 
Diego 92106. 

CONSUMER'S WHOLESALE — Gifts. 
Fund-raising. Student summer employ­
ment. Smallwares. Personal needs. Souv­
enirs, etc. Save this ad. Free catalogue. 
Buy-Rite Merchandising, Box 2440, Court-
enay, B.C. 

F O B SAZiE — 1964 Austin-Cambridge. 
$600 cash. D. Perry, #1404-1450 Chestnut 
Street, Vancouver 9. 731-1427. 

pires and coffers enlarged or re­
duced through marriage recently. 

2) Absence of Public Opinion: 
On ly once , and then only indirect ly, 
d id the c o m m o n peop le play a part 
in the first episode. It can be argued 
(at times quite effectively) that now­
adays the pub l ic does not really act 
on its o w n , but that it reacts to 
Mad ison Avenue st imul i . In Henry's 
t ime, however, real life was strictly 
at the top. 

3) Church and State: Not only 
was each royal marriage in the 16th 
century to be considered in terms 
of al l iances based on the religious 
divisions of Europe, but also there 
was the pervasive inf luence of the 
Vat ican plus royal counci ls pepper­
ed wi th c lergymen. It w o u l d really 
have taken a hero to announce he 
was an agnostic. 

4) Women's Liberation: It wou ld 
be diff icult to descr ibe any of the 

six wives of Henry as l iberated in 
today's sense of the word . But it 
w o u l d take at least a battal ion of 
Kate Mi l le ts to dupl icate the exer­
t ion of inf luence on the state that 
Cather ine of Aragon was capable of. 

5) Political Change: In the 16th 
century the most innovat ive time in 
running a government seems to 
have been right after the ascension 
of a new monarch to the throne. 
Since Henry occup ied the throne 
for 38 years, there is a lot to be said 
for four-year per iods between e lec­
tions. 

A l l that is just for starters. Social 
studies starters by necessity. The 
series is really so rich in sou ice ma­
terial that one can see the Clothes 
11 as wel l as the Set Design people 
getting rather excited by it. 

But for C o d ' s sake, don ' t spoi l it. 
Don ' t make it into assigned TV 
watch ing. § 
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^Acco rd ing to the Min is ter of Edu­
cat ion, the amendments made to 
the Publ ic Schools A c t this year 
were a result of a year- long study 
to shape educat ion for the '70s. 
As ide f rom the fact th dif f i­
cult to bel ieve th? onth 
study cou ld be so five, 
some of the amenc, make 
educat ion in the '70s look l ike a 
pretty dismal prospect. 

Several of the amendments, at 
first g lance, appear to be routine 
housekeeping, result ing f rom e l im i ­
nat ion of the posi t ion of Super in ­
tendent of Educat ion. Some of the 
duties invo lved in the former pos i ­
t ion have been assigned to the 
various assistant superintendents in 
the Department . Others , however , 
have been given to the Minister . 
Taken together, these latter 
changes represent an a larming shift 
of educat ional dec is ion-mak ing 
f rom educators to pol i t ic ians. 

A m o n g the former responsib i l i ­
ties of the Super intendent of Edu­
cat ion that are n o w the prerogative 
o f the Min is ter are the issuance of 
temporary certif icates and letters of 
permission to peop le not qual i f ied 
as teachers, and the author izat ion 
of textbooks and courses of study 
used in schools throughout the 
prov ince. As C . D. Ovans put it in 
an article in a recent issue of the 
BCTF Newsletter, 'Legislat ion mir­
aculously transforms h im from a 
pol i t ical f igure to a professional 
educator . ' 

The Min is ter can also require a 
district super intendent to report on 
a teacher, a provis ion that is w ide 
open to pol i t ical abuse. It is n o w 
possib le, for example, for a M i n i ­
ster of one pol i t ical party to harass 
or even remove a teacher whose 
pol i t ical persuasions differ f rom 
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those of the Minister . W e hope 
such abuse of power wi l l never 
happen, of course, but the fact re­
mains that a pol i t ical f igure n o w 
has such powers, and the abuse 
cou ld happen. 

The Min is ter is also able to ho ld 
district superintendents responsible 
' for the attainment of the standard 
of puDlic educat ion required by 
the Min is ter . ' As a pol i t ic ian, the 
Min is ter is presumed capable of 
judging whether o r not educators 
are do ing their jobs. He must be, 
for another amendment gives h im 
the right to recommend a reduc­
t ion in the grant to any school dis­
trict in wh i ch he feels ' the program 
of studies or the qual i ty of instruc­
t ion prov ided in the pub l ic schools 
. . . is not satisfactory.' This is a 
strange way to improve the qual i ty 
of instruct ion. W e suggest the 
Min is ter shou ld increase the grant 
rather than reduce it, if he is genu­
inely concerned about the educa­
t ional standards of the district. 

The amendment doesn' t qui te 
make the Min is ter omnipotent , 
however, for it specif ies that a 
'careful invest igat ion' of a school 
district must be made before the 
grant is reduced. Dare we assume 
that the investigation wi l l be car­
ried out by educators rather than 
by pol i t ic ians? 

The Min is te r n o w has final say, 
also, on the dismissal of admin i ­
strative and supervisory personnel 
in school districts. 

These shifts of responsibi l i ty 
f rom professional educators to po ­
lit icians are retrograde steps. They 
form part of a pattern that is, to 
say the least, a larming—a pattern 
that indicates a growing central iza­
t ion of authority in the school sys­
tem. Educat ion in B.C. has always 

K. M . A I T C H I S O N 

been highly cen t ra l i zed—much too 
highly in our op in i on . In recent 
years w e thought we were f inal ly 
making some strides toward decen­
tral izat ion, but these steps are now 
being reversed. 

The recent efforts of the govern­
ment to weaken the BCTF become 
much more meaningfu l when seen 
in the total context of the moves 
toward central izat ion. The Federa­
t ion has been a champion of local 
school district au tonomy in educa­
t ion, one of the many issues in edu ­
cat ion o n w h i c h its posi t ion has 
been diametr ical ly opposed to that 
of the government. A n y weaken ing 
of the organizat ion w o u l d there­
fore reduce the voices champ ion ­
ing decentra l izat ion. 

Conso l ida t ion of school districts 
is another logical move in the cen­
tral ization process. Lest we be mis­
understood, we hasten to say that 
we favor consol idat ion of school 
d is t r ic ts—when that consol idat ion 
is done for educat ional reasons, not 
pol i t ical ones. But the temptat ion 
to pol i t ic ians to redraw the school 
district map is a strong one. 

A n d as if the educat ion f inance 
formula were not restrict ion 
enough already, the government 
has n o w removed f rom school 
boards the right to approach their 
mun ic ipa l counci ls to have ihe 
their budget overages approved. If 
the government cont inues to re­
move from schoo l boards the right 
to make responsible decis ions, 
there w i l l be no need for school 
trustees—all authori ty in educat ion 
wi l l be vested in the Department 
of Educat ion, the ult imate in cen­
tral izat ion. 

These moves may be a vision of 
educat ion for the '70s to the M i n i ­
ster. To us they are more like a 
nightmare. § 
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Y O U C A N S A V E $ 2 0 , $ 3 0 , $ 4 0 , $ 5 0 O R MORE 
P E R Y E A R B Y DOING B U S I N E S S WITH W E S T C O . 

D I R E C T C L A I M S S E R V I C E One phone call to WESTCO or the 
simple act ol mailing this coupon 
could save you hundreds of dollars 
on car insurance over the years. You 
could save $20, $30, $40, $50 and, 
in some cases, more per year — 
for the same Insurance coverage 
you have now! Many B.C. drivers are 
enjoying these low rates. So can you! 

You do business directly with WESTCO. 
a new car insurance company with 
its head office in B.C. It was established 
to reduce the cost of car insurance 
for British Columbians by eliminating 
the commissions paid to salesmen 
and agents. 

Those who do not have car insurance 
now-face fines of $250, three 
months imprisonment or both. In 
British Columbia car insurance 
is now compulsory. It no longer has 
to be "sold". So WESTCO has no 
salesmen or agents. What you would 
have paid as commissions to a 
salesman or an agent — one of the 
most expensive costs of typical 
insurance companies — is now 
returned to you in the form 
of much lower rates. 

If you are involved in an accident, 
you speak directly to WESTCO's head 
office without going through an agent, 
salesman or any other "middle man". 
You get immediate attention from 
WESTCO's streamlined claim service 
system — as well as (ewer delays 
and a lot less paper work (which 
are other factors that raise 
insurance rates). 

WESTCO provides quick, fair claims 
settlements handled without red 
tape. You'll appreciate the service 
as well as the savings. 

MAILING THIS C O U P O N M A Y 
S A V E Y O U H U N D R E D S O F 
D O L L A R S O V E R T H E Y E A R S . 

If you need insurance to meet the 
new government requirements of 
$50,000 minimum coverage (P.L. and 
P.O.) — or before yc J renew your 
present coverage — contact WESTCO 
first and learn how much you can save. 

P H O N E N O W ! O R 
M A I L THIS C O U P O N T O D A Y . 
N O O B L I G A T I O N — A N D 
N O S A L E S M A N WILL C A L L ! 

MAIL THIS COUPON FOR OUR LOW RATES ON YOUR AUTOMOBILE 

Residence 
Addreea 

Occupation 

Phone: Hon* c 

City 
Ape . Male • Female Q 

Mar/lad • Single Q 
Date first liceneed lo drive 

Yitr of lulomobllo 
Moka ot automobila 
No. ot cyllndera 
Modal (Impale, Din, PIC.) 

Olva numbar and datai ot aceldant In laat 5 yaara. 
(clrcla dalaa of Ihoae accidents which wore not your 
fault). 

In lha last fiva vain haa your 
Itcenee baan suspended? 

Ara you now Inaurad? . . . . .... 

Data currant policy oipiros 

Trin coupon is designed solely to enable non-policy 
Holders to obtain an application and tales tor their cars 

2/4 dr.Sdn, a/w. h/t, cony. 
Oaya par weak driven to 
work, train or bus depot, 
or fringe parking area 
One way driving distance 
Is car used in bualneas 
(a.cep! to and from work)7| 
Give numbar and dates 
of traffic convictions 
in lest i yeara. 

Car No. 1 Car No. 2 

Yes • No • Yes Q No D 

UtX ALL ADDITIONAL Duly mt 
Age 

Mala or 
Female Relation 

•Years 
Licensed 

Married 
or Single 

% 
#1 

of Use 
n 

% % 

% % 
% % 

I 
i 
i 
1 
I 
I 
I 
e 
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HEAD OFFICE: 1927 WEST BROADWAY, VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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