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— All cars brand new 
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— Trades accepted 

prices 'Cost Plus' — the lowest in Canada 
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AKAI's GX-365D, GX-280D and GX-
220D have formed a new G X generation. 
All three decks boast the AKAI-developed 
G X (glass and crystal ferrite) Head which 
is the first of its kind in the world. In 
conventional heads, tape dust and wear 
greatly reduce sound quality. But our 
G X Head is "dust free", "wear free" and 
guaranteed for over 100 times the service 
life of conventional permalloy heads. 
AKAI engineers were successful in focus­
ing the magnetic bias field of the G X 
Head so that the influence of the bias 
is drastically lessened. And greater fre­
quency response was obtained because at. > 
ideal gap width and gap depth were de 
veloped and ultra-precision processing 
techniques were used in the manufacture 
of this head. 

GX-365D Professional Stereo Tape Deck 
Features 3 heads, world's only auto­

matic continuous reverse (Reverse-O-
Matic), sensing tape reverse, automatic 
volume control (Compute-O-Matic), mag­
netic brake, one hysteresis synchronous 
3-speed motor for capstan drive and two 
eddy-current outer-rotor motors for sup­
ply and take-up reel drive, and automatic 
stop/shut off. 

GX-280D Stereo. Tape Deck 
Featuie.s 3 heads, one 2-speed servo-

control outer-rotor motor for direct cap­
stan drive and two eddy-current outer-
rotor motors for supply and take-up reel 
drive, sensing tape automatic continuous 
reverse, automatic stop/shut off, and 
pause button with lock. The two 7-inch 
reels can be completely covered with an 
optional plastic dust cover. 

GX-220D Stereo Tape Deck 
Features 3 heads, automatic continu­

ous reverse with sensing tape, and 3 
speeds. The two 7-inch reels can be com­
pletely covered with an optional plastic 
dust cover. 

AKAI's GX-365, GX-280 and GX-220 
Stereo Tape Recorders are also available. 

Audio & Video 

a m i 
FRANCHISED DEALERS 
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

540 Granvi l le 
Vancouver 

House of Stein Stereo Stores located at:— 
901 Granvil le 

Vancouver 
1005 Granvi l le 

Vancouver 
138 W. Hastings 

Vancouver 
739 Columbia 

New Westminster 
155 Commercial 

l Nanaimo 

Kelly-Deyong Stores located at:— 

648 Yates 
Victoria 

2714 W. Broadway 
Vancouver 

Park Royal 
West Vancouver 

611 Columbia 
New Westminster 

22 Victoria Crescent 
Nanaimo 

Parkwood Shopping Centre 
Prince George 
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Experiencing Art 
in the Elementary School 
George F. Horn, Art Teacher and Supervisor 
Baltimore, Maryland Public Schools 
Grace Sands Smith, formerly Director, Art Education 
Houston Public Schools, Texas 
An important new book of art teaching 
ideas and help for the classroom teacher. 
Offers a complete art program for the 
elementary level teacher in the self-
contained classroom—the teacher with 
little or no formal art training. No matter 
what grade you teach—from one through 
six—you'll find just the material you need 
to teach a dynamic, creative and educa­
tionally sound art program. Throughout 
the book, the emphasis is on contem­
porary teaching of art and the use of 
material suitable for each grade level. 
With this book as a teaching guide, 
you'll approach the art program in your 
school with new confidence and en­
thusiasm. 
240 pages, 375 illustrations (16 in color) $13.75 

Weaving without a Loom 
Sarita R. Rainay, Supervisor 
of Art, Montclair, Now Jersey 
Public Schools 

A book to help all age levels 
discover the design potential of 
weaving that sparkles with orig­
inality—with yarns and fabrics 
the key ingredients. No need 
for a loom! Fingers, cardboard, 
wire mesh, burlap, paper, mate­
rials from nature are fust a few of 
the things used in exploring this 
versatile craft. A 12-page section in full color gives 42 original 
examples of weaving techniques covering grade, high school and 
college. A book to spark the imagination—give new meaning and 
expression to an ancient craft. 

132 pages (12 in full color) fully illustrated 98.95 

Relief Printmaking 
Gerald Brommer, Art Teacher 
Lutheran High School, Los Angeles, California 

This new book offers a thorough ground­
ing in the basic techniques of the lino­
leum cut and the woodcut. With these 
fundamentals as a basis, the book then 
covers literally dozens of additional ways 
of working with the relief surface. The 
emphasis is on experimentation and 
Innovation. Complete coverage of tools 
and techniques plus examples of prints 
by talented students and professional 
artists. The teacher will find this book 
an excellent reference and a fine source 
of printmaking activities for the class. 

146 pages, 418 photographs 

M O Y E R V I C O L I M I T E D 
M O N C T O N • M O N T R E A L • T O R O N T O • 
Distributors in Canada of Books Published by Davis 

$11.50 

Design in Nature 
Art Resource Publications 
Vivian Varney Guyler, Instructor in Art History 
Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
With 130 superb photographs of a vjide 
range of objects from nature, this beauti­
ful volume opens wide the door to the 
wonderful world of design in nature. 
Each element of design—shape, line, 
texture, value, space—is examined sepa­
rately. Short, caption-like text explains 
design elements. A rich source of 
design ideas. 
128 pages, size 8%" x 11' $10.95 

597 Illustrations 

100 Pages Fully Illustrated 

OTHER BASIC ART TEACHING BOOKS 
Art Activities for the Very Young 
by F. Louis Hoover 78 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Art for Today's Schools 
by George F. Horn 272 Pages 
Art from Scrap 
by Carl Reed and Joseph Orze 

Bulletin Boards and Display 
by Randall and Haines 72 Pages Fully Illustrated 

Cartooning 
by George F.Horn 72 Pages Fully Illustrated 

Ceramic *.rt in the School Program 
by Thomas G. Supensky 112 Pages Fully Illustrated 

Clay in the Classroom 
by George Bartord 118 Pages Fully Illustrated 

Collage and Construction in School-Preschool/Junior High 
by Lois Lord 112 Pages Fully Illustrated 

The Crayon 
by George F. Horn 64 Pages Fully Illustrated 

Creative Expression with Crayons 
by Elise Boylston 100 Pages (6 In color) Fully Illustrated 

Creative Use of Stitches 
by Vera P. Guild 64 Pages (B in color) Fully Illustrated 
Design in Three Dimensions 
by Randall and Haines 72 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Designing with Light 

$5.95 

$4.75 

$4.75 

S4.95 

S9.25 

$6.95 

$7.60 
S7.75 

$4.75 

S6.75 

$8.35 
Fully Illustrated 

Fully Illustrated 

Fully Illustrated 

by Robert W. Cook 89 Pages 
Exploring Finger Paint 
by Victoria Belts 132 Pages 
Exploring Papier-Macho 
by Victoria Belts 134 Pages 

How to Prepare Visual Materials for School Use 
by George F. Horn 74 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Lettering: A Guide for Teachors (Revised and enlarged) 
by John W. Cataldo 96 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Mask Making: Creative Methods and Techniques 
by Malhew Baranski 112 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Modern Painting 
by Burton Wasserman 132 pages Fully Illustrated 

Murals for Schools 
by Arne W. Randall 112 Pages Fully Illustrated 

Painting In tha School Program 
by Virginia G. Timmons 136 Pages Fully Illustrated 

Paper Sculpture 
by Maty Grace Johnston 88 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Pouters: Designing, Making, Reproducing 
by George F. Horn 96 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Printmaking Activities for the Classroom 
by Arnel W. Paltemora 120 Pages (8 in color) 
Puppet Making Through the Grades 
by Griiella H. Hopper 64 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Self-Expression In Classroom Art: Material, Process, Idea #6.95 
by John Lidstone 96 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Wire Sculpture $9.50 
by Gerald F. Brommer 128 Pages Fully Illustrated 
Young Sculptors 30 Plates 18" x 12" Hardcover Slipcase $6.76 
Young Prlntmakars II 30 Plates 18" x 12" Hardcover Slipcase $6.76 
Both edited by F. Louis Hoover 

WINNIPEG • S A S K A T O O N • E D M O N T O N • V A N C O U V E R 
Publications. Inc., Worcester, Massachusetts 

$7.25 

$7.25 

$4.26 

$7.75 

$6.50 

$11.96 

$6.96 

$12.76 

$6.96 

$7.00 

$8.40 
Fully Illustrated 

$6.36 
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O U T S T A N D I N G B O O K S F O R T H E 

A R T C L A S S R O O M A N D L I B R A R Y 

Wall Hangings: 
designing with fabric and thread 
by Sarita R. Rainey, 
Supervisor of Art for the public schools of Montclair, New Jersey. 
By the author of the best seller Weaving Without A Loom, this new book is 
churning wi th ideas to help you with just about every conceivable kind of wal l 
hanging activity. The text is brief and factual whi le the host of illustrations—over 
400, including 16 in ful l , vibrant colors—give full v iews and detailed c lose-ups 
of procedures, techniques and finished hangings—ranging all the way from ele­
mentary to college level. In addit ion, a section "Artists at Work " gives examples 
of hangings by professionals and artists—offering a wide range of ideas and 
techniques—a whole new wor ld of color you can adapt to your classes. 

164 pages 422 photos (16 in full color) $9.85 

Experiencing Art in Kindergarten 
by George F. Horn, Supervisor of Art, Baltimore, Maryland, Public Schools. 
This new book offers a complete program to keep young minds and fingers 
delightedly exploring creative art experiences. Amp ly illustrated wi th many 
photos - 16 in full color - it gives you a program wi th a purpose: to develop 
fully f ive-year-old imaginations and expressive abilities. Its three sections - "The 
Wor ld of the Art is ts" , " O u r Environment", and "Creat ive Art Act iv i t ies" - center 
on five main types of art experiences: Drawing and Paint ing, including finger 
painting, tempera, crayons; Printmaking, using simple everyday objects; Three-
dimensional activities, using wet clay, boxes, w o o d ; Group Projects - murals, 
paper masks, stick puppets; and lastly, simple Weaving. You' l l f ind this book 
the best of guides for making the kindergarten creative experience educationally 
sound — and happy. 
Paperback 52 pages 65 photos (16 in full color) $3.95 

Tissue Paper Activities 
i f Try colorful translucent tissue paper - by itself and with other materials — foir a 
" lively medium to encourage original designs and spontaneous creativity wi th your 

young pupils. A m o n g the 13 activities in this book are tissue col lage and three-
dimensional constructions, stained glass effects, and t issue-mache sculpture. 
Tissue can be used for drawing and printing; it can be accented wi th crayons, 
paint, and markers. 69 photos (13 in full color) show children at work and thoir 
gay tissue creations. A list of simple tools and materials you' l l need helpfully 
heads the section devoted to each activity. Tissue Paper Activities gives you tho 
basics you need to introduce this happy medium to your class on short notice — 
and creatively too. 

Paperback 36 pages 69 photos (13 in full color) $2.50 

ORDER FROM 
M O Y E R V I C O L I M I T E D 
M O N C T O N . M O N T R E A L . T O R O N T O . WINNIPEG . S A S K A T O O N . E D M O N T O N . V A N C O U V E R 
Dlitrlbutors In Cansda of Books Published by Davis Publications. Inc., Worcester. Massachusetts 
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FROM OUR READERS 

National Service Would Benefit All Young Canadians 

Sir, 
Dur ing the summer of 1970 i visi­

ted several European countr ies. I 
was t ravel ing wi th a group of other 
B.C. teachers, so we were especia l ly 
in teres ted ' in what school systems 
were l ike in the countr ies we visi­
ted . 

W e had several opportuni t ies to 
visit schools and talk to teachers. 
M y conc lus ion was that w e cou ld 
in most cases compare our problems 
to theirs and c o m e to a mutual des­
pa i r ing conc lus ion . Not enough 
money, too many students, too 
much c ler ica l work, recalci trant 
and obdurate students were the basis 
for our mutual problems. 

There was one th ing, though, that 
I qu ick ly not iced about most of the 
Western European nations, espe-

In Service 
Lloyd Johnstone Cost ley 
lames Alexander Findlay 
Mrs. Barbara A . M . (Reaney) Lassfolk 

Retired 
Cec i l Chat f ie ld 
M iss Ann ie W. Eaton 
Miss Gertrude Field 
M iss Ann ie T. Forrest 
Mrs . A . Dorothy (Besson) Fraser 
Mrs. M i ld red (Salter) Houston 

» M iss A lee ta I. Kerr 
| M iss Ann ie M . M c K i n n o n 

d a i l y the smal ler ones, and this 
was that they almost all had some 
form of required mi l i tary service 
for their young men. Swi tzer land, 
Denmark, Sweden and Fin land all 
had some form of nat ional mil i tary 
service. This surprised me at first, 
for most of these nations had always 
evoked an image of non-mi l i tar ism 
in my m ind . 

After th ink ing about this for qui te 
some t ime, however, I have come to 
the conc lus ion that these countr ies 
don' t pretend that their smal l mi l i ­
tary w i l l really fr ighten off one of 
their larger neighbors should they 
care to become acquis i t ive and in­
vade their smal ler neighbor. The 
purpose of this mi l i tary training has 
m o r e to d o w i t h e d u c a t i o n t h a n 
nat ional defence. 

Last Taught In Died 
Burnaby M a y 21 
Bu/naby M a y 11 
Saanich August 17 

Last TaugU; In Died 
Peace River North September 24 
V ic tor ia August 27 
V ic to r ia August 25 
Burnaby September 3 
Trail August 21 
Vancouver August 27 
Vancouver June 25 
Vancouver August 1 

In Canada we dropped the mi l i ­
tary draft right after Wor ld War I! 
ended. Since then, and especia l ly 
under the Trudeau administ rat ion, 
the Canad ian armed forces have 
been cut greatly in number. Today 
we have a min iscu le mil i tary force, 
though an eff ic ient min iscu le , we 
are to ld . 

This brings me to my point. I d o 
not wish to sound the drum for a 
larger Canad ian mil i tary force per 
se. However , s ince so many young 
Canadians are f ind ing it most di f f i ­
cu l t to f ind work, especia l ly dur ing 
the summer (private industry no 
longer seems to need the large num­
bers of young peop le it once used 
to hire dur ing the summer), I should 
l ike to advocate some foirh of na­
t ional service for all Canad ian young 
people. 

Every Canad ian between the ages 
of 16 and 24, say, should be re­
qu i red to put in two years in this 
nat ional service. I should also l ike 
to see the ' l iberated ' and ' ^qua l ' 
females put in their two years. I 
cou ld see that there might be a de­
ferment for those w h o want to c o n ­
t inue in s c h o o l ; they cou ld put in 
their t ime dur ing summers or after 
they f inish schoo l . 

This wou ld not be just a nat ional 
m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e — s e r v i c e i n t he 
Canadian A rmed Forces cou ld be 
one form of service. The emphasis 
cou ld be p laced on social services 
of one type or another. The types 
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of work that cou ld be clone wou ld 
be a long the lines of env i ronmenta l 
preservation and clean-up, refor­
e s t a t i o n , w o r k i n g w i t h d a y - c a r e 
centers or wi th senior c i t i zens ' 
groups. 

The type of work is l imit less and 
not that important in itself. The 
only cr i ter ia I should l ike to see 
is that the work be meaningful and 
that it not take away already exist­
ing jobs. 1 also should not l ike to 
see this becomi ng a job-training type 
of exper ience. Voca t iona l or tech­
n ica l training cou ld result after the 
nat ional service t ime is put in. 

The benefits wou ld be several. 
First, the who le country cou ld ben­
efit f> 'h is in the form of more 
an ' ' arks, day-care centers, 
et . t he y o u n g p e o p l e 
the, .vould be able for at least 
two years to f ind useful employ­
ment, learn about work and the dis­
c ip l i ne of work, and —I hope —learn 
about work ing for and wi th people. 
T h i r d , th is w o u l d be an a n t i -
inf lat ionary measure that wou ld 
prov ide services for money received. 

Too many of our young people 

are being given a very one-sided pic­
ture of life through our schools. The 
idea ot the free cho ice of the indi ­
v idua l , whi le a valuable phi losophy, 
is not comple te ly in tune with the 
rea l i t y of the w o r l d o u t s i d e the 
school wal ls. The life most of us are 
being forced to l ive and wi l l con ­
t inue to l ive is at var iance with this 
ideal . We live, work and play in 
groups, and as more of us l ive in ur­
ban areas that as a result become 
more and more c rowded, regimenta­
t ion and loss of ind iv idual i ty wi l l 
become even more a fact of l ife. 

It is my op in ion , theretore, that a 
form of nat ional service as briefly 
out l ined above wou ld not only be of 
service to the nat ion as a whole, but 
wou ld also be of educat iona l and 
social value to the ind iv idua l . 

The people in the national service 
w o u l d , of c o u r s e , be p a i d a l i v i n g 
wage. W h o wou ld pay for this? The 
taxpayer, of course. He already pays 
fora l l kinds of other simi lar schemes. 
W h y not formal ize it, and if my con ­
tent ion is correct, gain all tho values 
from it? 
Pr ince Rupert Fred Busch 

N e w l 
P E U G E O 
T O M p B I L E 

D N D a n d 
E X C H A N G E , 
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What should the schools 
be trying to do? 
The writer says the goals 
of education can be 
classified into three types, 
and offers some practical 
suggestions for dealing 
with them. 

CHRISTOPHER H O D G K I N S O N 

Dr. Hodginson is Chairman, Educational 
Administration at the University of Victoria. 

. . . we gotta go and never stop 
going till we get there.' 
'Where we going, man ?' 
'I don't know but we gotta go.' 

jack Kerouac, O n the Road 

TfThe logic of the current pressure 
for accountab i l i t y in educat ion turns 
upon the quest ion of goals. Tell us 
what the goals, purposes, values, 
ends, aims, targets of the publ ic 
schools are, on ly tel l us this, say the 
educat ional leaders and administra­
tors and we w i l l p lan , program, bud­
get, PERT and otherwise procure 
and prepare the desired outcome. 

Moreover , we shall then be able 
to evaluate process against product, 
the ends against the means, and so 
achieve accountabi l i ty . 

But first there is this matter of 
goals, aims, purposes, phi losophy, 
etc. What is it that the schools are 
supposed to do? What is it that we 
want f rom the schools? Since these 
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OF EDU 

quest ions do not y ie ld immediate or 
s imple answers, the matter of ac­
countab i l i ty often comes to rest, 
steri le in its very genesis. 

Serious attempts are often made 
to tack le this problem by means of 
exhaust ive and intensive study by 
commi t tees, by special ists, by ad­
ministrators and boards, or by direct 
appeal to al l interested const i tuen­
c ies—parents, pub l ic , students and 
so o n . Such attempts are wel l inten-
t ioned and can be highly sophist i ­
ca ted as in some of the examples I 
shall ment ion in a moment . An 
under ly ing assumpt ion of al l of these 
e n d e a v o r s , an a s s u m p t i o n tha t 
usual ly goes unexamined, is that 
goals exist that can be stated. A n d 
a further assumpt ion is that goals 
need or ought to be stated. This 
ar t ic le is concerned wi th these as­
sumpt ions. 

Let us def ine goals as concep­
t ions of what is desirable as an out­

c o m e of the sys tem of p u b l i c 
school ing. Goa l statements prolif­
erate. They make up a major concern 
of the administrat ion of educa t i on . 1 

In a recent study based on 900 Ca l i -
fornian school d is t r ic ts 2 an analysis 
of the goals stated led to the l isting 
of 18 major categories, such as ac­
cumula t ion of knowledge, mental 
heal th, homemak ing , economic and 
consumer ef f ic iency. 

Analysis of statements of phi los­
ophy, po l i cy handbooks, wri t ten de­
clarat ions and manifestos of goals 
tends to become a kind of verbal 
factor analysis in wh i ch the invest i­
gator seeks to isolate as few general 
factors as possible in order to ac­
count for as much of the variat ion 
and variabi l i ty of the expressed aims 
as p o s s i b l e . S o m e t i m e s a c t u a l 
quanti tat ive factor analysis is used 
as in the Tasks of Publ ic Educat ion 
examp le , 1 wh i ch isolated the four 
m a j o r c a t e r g o r i e s o f i n t e l l e c t u a l 

GOALS 

d imens ion , social d imens ion, per­
sonal d imens ion and product ive d i ­
mension. 

Another approach to the pract ical 
problem of formulat ing the tasks of 
the schools is to dist inguish between 
goals in the sense used above and 
'object ives. ' This is the hard-headed 
behavioral approach. The object of 
the exercise is quant i f iab le (or at 
least measurable) speci f icat ion. It 
is sometimes very reassuring to be 
able to ho ld out the possibi l i ty of 
reducing a blurred and baff l ing com­
plexity to numbers, for numbers are 
amenable to mach ine treatment and 
to statistical and account ing pro­
cedures. The work of B loom et a/ in 
taxonomiz ing educat ional objec­
tives is wel l k n o w n . 3 

In general it is fair ly we l l accepted 
that the term 'goals' refers to a 
larger and more value- laden, value-
complex end, wh i le the term 'objec­
t i v e s ' refers t o na r rower , m o r e 
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precisely def ined subordinate ends 
or means, the value connotat ions of 
wh ich are more impl ic i t . The dis­
t inct ion is a useful one since we can 
see ourselves mov ing f rom the gen­
eral to the speci f ic and from the 
abstract to the concrete. The diff i­
cul ty is that between these two 
things a gulf is f ixed, and in our 
haste to arrive at something quant i ­
f iable and measurable we some­
t imes par t c o m p a n y w i t h a n d d i ­
vorce the larger end that was our 
starting point. True ends generate 
means, and then the means them­
selves become false ends. This is the 
disease that infects goal-sett ing. The 
state of research in this area gives 
us no consolat ion about this fal lacy's 
being a v o i d e d . 4 - 1 0 

The prob lem of ph i losophy, goals 
and object ives in educat ion appears 
in another guise, very fami lar to ad­
ministrators. This is the dist inct ion 
between po l icy and execut ion. A c ­
cord ing to convent ional w isdom it 
is the role of the layman, the elected 
trustee at the local level, for ex­
ample, to determine policy, whi le 
it is the role of the administrators 
to execute this po l i cy and put it into 
effect. Thus the trustees should be 
engaged primarily in determin ing 
the ends of the system and the ad 
ministrat ion should be engaged pri-
marily in translating ends into means 
that can be veri f ied, checked upon, 
or evaluated. (Noth ing here about 
teachers or students, please note.) 

O f course, this describes the way 
things should be. What is intr iguing 
about it, however, is the consensus 
on the Tightness of this part icular 
should he. Administrators, teachers, 
laymen, professionals and publ ic 
can all be shown to agree that pol icy 
should be set by the owners of the 
e n t e r p r i s e s i n c e , of c o u r s e , the 
schools belong to the people. Let 
us c l ing to this remarkable con­
sensus, for agreement is a rare f lower 
in the garden of educat ion, and we 
can bear it in mind as we consider 
some further di f f icul t ies about goals. 

O n e example is pecul iar ly il lus­
trative, the goal of morality. There 
is another consensus in the educa­
t ion commun i ty : that the publ ic 
schools should educate in morality. 
Synonyms for this term abound — 
ci t izenship, character development, 
personal growth, sel f-real izat ion, etc. 
In the simplest language, we want 
our chi ldren to be good. We want 
the schools to teach goodness to 
them. Mos t of the publ ic want to 
inc lude this wi th in the constel lat ion 
of school goals. But what on earth 
does it mean? How can one specify 
it? 

This problem has been thoroughly 
and precisely examined in recent 
years by the Farmington Trust Re­
search Uni t in Eng land . 1 1 It was able 
to break the components of moral 
educat ion into the fo l lowing speci f i ­
cat ions: PHIL (an attitude or frame 
of mind regarding other people as 

equals in their interests relative to 
self-interest), EMP (an ability to 
know what other people are fee l ing 
in p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n s ) , G I C j 
(actual knowledge of relevant facts), 
G I G 2 ( s o c i a l skills of spec i f ic kinds), 
DIK (a 'mode of thought' i nvo lv ing 
moral pr inciples), K R A T X (act ion or 
behavioral traits necessary for mo­
rality), K R A T 2 (w/7/ or capac i ty to 
t r ans la te m o r a l j u d g m e n t i n t o 
ac t i on ) . 1 2 

So we achieve some degree of 
speci f icat ion. The point is, however, 
that to make even this advance to­
ward the speci f icat ion of object ives 
from a dif fuse goal took this h igh-
powered research organizat ion four 
years (1965-1969), and even then 
the work was classif ied as a 'gu ide 
for r e s e a r c h ' tha t ' t e a c h e r s a n d 
others are invi ted to use in con junc ­
t ion wi th their own exper ience and 
ref lect ions. ' 1 3 

What is the conc lus ion f rom all 
this? That certain goals are very 
di f f icul t to specify. True. But there 
is yet another d imens ion to the pro­
b lem—perhaps certain goals shou ld 
not be spec i f ied ! Let it never be 
suggested that an educat ional sys­
tem should have as one of its aims 
the maintenance and expansion of 
the incomes that system provides. 

To sum up. There are clearly spec­
i f iable goals —such as the a im of 
teaching typewri t ing to a ski l l level 
of 60 words a minute. Let us cal l 
these Type A goals. 1 hen there are 
goals that are speci f iable on ly w i th 
the greatest of d i f f i cu l t y—such as 
the goal of moral educat ion . Let us 
cal l these Type B. And finally, there 
are goals that are undec lared and 
perhaps should not be d e c l a r e d -
such as the purpose of the pub l i c 
school system as a ho ld ing inst i tu­
t ion to keep young people off the 
street, out of their parents' hair, and 
off the labor market. O r the goa l of 
prov id ing better l i fe chances fo r an 
eli te of some descr ip t ion. O r even 
the social role of act ing for soc iety 
as some kind of meri tocrat ic sieve. 
Let us inc lude this f inal category of 
tacit and i l l ic i t goals as Type C. 

S o m e goals arc clearly specifiable — such 
as the aim of teaching typewriting to a skill 
level ol 60 words a minute or other 'skill' 
subjects to appropriate levels. 
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Is using the public school system as a holding institution lo keep such young people as this 
off the street or t i e labor market a valid goal ol education? 

How Do We Deal With Goals? 

N o w that we have classif ied goals 
or purposes, the problem is how to 
deal w i th the several classes. There 
is no problem with Type A goals. 
They can be reduced to speci f ica­
t ions direct ly, and their implementa­
t ion , administrat ion and evaluat ion 
is sole ly a matter of w i l l . 

Aga in , somewhat strangely, we 
can in pract ice often discount Type 
C goals. In the first p lace we s imply 
cannot , at the pol i t ica l level,- dis­
cuss them at a l l . We cannot say that 
the goal is to 'ho ld kids' or 'do 
society 's dir ty work by sort ing out 
winners from losers.' A n d we do 
not need to specify these goals for, 
whatever they are, they are implicit 
in the system and the administrat ion, 
evaluat ion and ef f ic iency account­
ing is l ikewise impl ic i t . That we d o 
not need to specify them does not 
mean that we should not do so. 
Nonetheless, in pract ice, it is the 
Type B goals wi th wh i ch we must 
wrestle. 

The d i f f icu l ty wi th this type of 
goal lies in its speci f icat ion. As I 

h a v e s h o w n , it is s o m e t i m e s ex­
tremely dif f icult , if not impossible, 
to explain what such a goal as, say, 
sel f -actual izat ion means. We may 
all subscribe, for example, to the 
goal that schools should develop 
maturi ty in young people, but goal 
statements of this kind are at this 
stage main ly the mere expression of 
sentiment. The sentiment has to be 
raised to the level of conscious ratio­
c inat ion—i t has to be explained and, 
to the best degree possible, 'opera-
t i o n a l i z e d . ' Bu t the b e h a v i o r i s t s 
who demand operat ional goals per­
haps go too far and expect too much . 
It is enough if we can somehow use 
the technique of increasing approx­
imat ion. 

A recent and excel lent demonstra­
t ion of this technique occurred in 
the ci ty of V ic tor ia , where, under 
the t i t le Project Learning, groups of 
c i t izens, students, teachers, trustees 
and administrators were assembled 
throughout the commun i ty for the 
purpose of c lar i fy ing the schools ' 
goals. 

The project began wi th wide ly 
pub l i c i zed invitat ions to c i t izens 

to form work ing groups and c o m ­
mittees, wh ich were then succes­
sively reduced in number. As each 
group submitted its report it was 
further consol idated unti l a f inal 
report was p r o d u c e d . 1 4 Piecise spec­
i f icat ions were not for thcoming, but 
t he e n t i r e o p e r a t i o n gave c o m ­
munity-wide educat ive exercise in 
t he t e c h n i q u e of s u c c e s s i v e ap ­
proach to the prob lem. It is worth 
adding that the goals derived in this 
study were clearly plural ist ic lather 
than monol i th ic . 

There is another technique for 
deal ing wi th the Type B imponder­
ables. It has a glorious title in the 
j a r g o n — ' d i s j o i n t e d i n c r e m e n t t l -
i s m . ' 1 B This technique, dear ly loved 
by the British administrators of Em­
pire, is also sometimes affect ion­
a t e l y re fe r red to as ' m u d d l i n g 
through. ' 

The del ightful central assumption 
of the technique of dis jointed incre-
mental ism is that one does not know 
where one is going! The less con ­
crete and object ive the dest inat ion, 

Continued on page 75 
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Old Mother Hubbard went to the cupboard, 
To get her poor dog a bone; 

When she got there, the cupboard was bare, 
And so the poor dog had none. 

PATRICIA C L A R K E 

^]No doubt , l ike me, you 've always 
felt a bit sorry for Mo the r Hubbard's 
poor dog, and perhaps, indirect ly, 
for Mo the r Hubbard herself, be­
cause the rhyme impl ies that she 
expected the cupboard to y ie ld a 
bone for her dog. 

Reseach into the Hubbard Estab­
l ishment reveals a cur ious si tuat ion, 
one that belies this conc lus ion . O f 
course the c lue is there; I had merely 
misinterpreted it all these years. 
H o w can one feel sorry for the dog 
—the poor dog—before the out­
come of the event? It is i l log ica l . 
However, now that I real ize how 
'poor ' a dog the Hubbards had, it is 
qui te obv ious that both the dog and 

' M o t h e r Hubbard knew there wou ld 
b t no bone in the cupboard . In truth 
he was a poor dog ; in fact, he was 
an undeserving dog. 

Since early puppyhood , when his 
pa ren ts had p l a c e d h i m in t he 
Hubbard Establishment, the dog had 
had his di f f icul t ies. A t first he had 
tried hard to please Mo the r Hubbard , 
and the cupboard had y ie lded some 
small bones. These were not very 
satisfactory, but they had kept h im 
g o i n g . E v e n t u a l l y , of c o u r s e , the 
commands had became too d i f f icu l t 
for h im to manage. He knew Mo the r 

Mrs. Clarke teaches at Mt Prevost lunhr 
Secondary School in Duncan. 

Hubbard wanted him to stand on his 
hind feet, and he cou ld sometimes 
manage to do it qui te we l l . He had 
learned to do that in the days of the 
s m a l l b o n e r e w a r d . H o w e v e r , be ­
yond this he was lost. He didn't even 
understand what they wanted of 
him any more, but, of course, it 
wou ld never do to let on that he was 
that d u m b . L o o k w h a t had hap ­
pened to the donkey! 

He didn' t really understand why 
they put him through the cupboard 
'bit. ' Four times a year he suffered 
that torture. So d id his parents. They 
couldn' t help h im get bones. In fact, 
his sire wasn't so hot in the bone 
line himself! They were d isappointed 
in h im, he knew this, and he felt 
ashamed of his inadequacy. Some­
times he b lamed his Dad . This made 
h im feel more ashamed, but only 
thus was he able to rat ional ize away 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for h is f a i l u r e ; 
and, too, he knew that, secretly, 
Mo the r Hubbard ascribed his lack 
of success to his 'poor ' background. 

He was an al l-round fai lure. A n ­
other boneless year, and no hope of 
ever reaching the FAIR. You'd think 
his parents wou ld have got the mes­
sage by n o w ; he h a d ; M o t h e r 
Hubbard had. M a y b e it was their 
h o p e l e s s a m b i t i o n fo r h i m tha t 
f o r c e d M o t h e r H u b b a r d to go 

through the empty cupboard rou­
t ine. It really was very humi l iat ing. 
He wondered , as only a dumb canine 
can, how it was that such wise folk 
as Mo the r Hubbard , and Big Brother 
Hubbard , hadn't come up with a 
better system by now. Perhaps they 
didn' t really care that much . 

Life at the farm might have been 
tolerable had it not been for the 
constant pressure to earn a bone. 
Twice a week Mother Hubbard took 
the dogs out for exercise, and he 
enjoyed this. O n l y the big dof>s went 
on these occasions, and al though 
Mo the r Hubbard encouraged c o m ­
pet i t ion among them—and he never 
came home first or with a rat, he 
enjoyed the run around anyhow. 

He had heard that on some farms 
they had an exercise period every 
af ternoon, and he had asked his 
parents about this, for he wou ld 
have l iked that. He might even have 
learned to run more quickly, or to 
catch rats, with more pract ice. But 
this was not to be. 

To attend such a farm was a cost ly 
business. A n d his sire had it on good 
authori ty that such farms were ful l 
of prob lem animals, from problem 
homes, and that there were bred 
feelings of sel f- importance. There 
certainly was no chance of that 
happening to h im at the Hubbard 's ! 
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Nor cou ld he be dismissed from 
M o t h e r Hubbard's Establ ishment— 
unless, of course, he acted l ike the 
donkey. 

In his innermost self, he admired 
the donkey. He himself was far too 
scared of the Establishment to kick 
against it. He accepted that he was 
a fai lure, so he didn't really see how 
he cou ld have any worth-whi le con ­
t r ibut ion to make on the farm—or 
elsewhere, come to that. 

N o t that the donkey had had any 
const ruct ive ideas, but he had dis­
p l a y e d c o n s i d e r a b l e t a l en t f o r 
caus ingd is rup t ion . Mo the r Hubbard 
had been to ld , and in no uncertain 
terms, that he s imply was not in­
terested in her carrots. The donkey 
said he knew from his unc le—who 
was in the haulage business—that 
donkeys were rarely successful at 
the FAIR any more; it had been 
dif ferent in the o ld days when in­
dependent th ink ing had been en­
couraged." Now, it seemed, that in 
most FAIRS the keynote was con ­
formity. This donkey was no con­
formist, that was for sure! 

M a y b e there was some truth in 
what the donkey had said. Perhaps 
al l the animals were tak ing on the 
character ist ics of the sheep—it cer­
ta in ly was easier for the Establish­
ment to m ind the sheep than any of 

theothercreatures. But he suspected 
that, despite this e lement of truth, 
thedonkey had become a Judas goat. 
He was glad, after a l l , that he had 
managed to resist the leadership of 
the donkey. 

The dog knew on wh ich side his 
bread was buttered. That sounded 
clumsy, but he knew better than to 
end a sentence wi th a preposi t ion. 
Some famous Brit ish Bu l ldog had 
once said, 'The preposi t ion is a very 
bad th ing to end a sentence wi th . ' 
A n d , 'This is someth ing up wi th 
wh ich ! wi l l not put. ' He had remem­
bered this because the donkey's 
uncle had told them how poor ly this 
Bu l ldog had fared as a pup on the 
farm. Apparent ly, he hadn't been 
able to bark l ike a French Poodle , 
or a German Shepherd too wel l , 
either. A n d his efforts to emulate 
some Roman dog—then considered 
a very necessary accompl ishment 
for entry to the FAIR—were appal­
l ing. He had had his troubles earning 
bones, too. Butdespi te these fai lings, 
this Bu l ldog had become a wor ld 
famous leader. 

O f course, this success was no 
doubt dependent upon the oppor­
tunit ies afforded h im by. f ine breed­
ing. Ou r dog cou ld project himself 
up to a point, but he was realistic 
enough to real ize that a c o m m o n 

mongrel l ike himself cou ld never 
rise wi thout the qual i f icat ions of 
regular farmyard accompl ishments. 
It was not enough to be talented in 
oratory, statesmanship, and have 
artistic ab i l i ty—l ike the Bu l ldog ; or 
e v e n to be i n g e n i o u s — l i k e t h e 
donkey. Personal attributes were a 
necessary adjunct to success, but 
useless in this day and age wi thout 
first the l icense to proceed—the cer­
t i f icate that gave assurance of con -
formabi l i ty, that said, in effect, to 
the Establishment, 'I am your dog ; I 
am predictable. ' 

What worries Mo the r Hubbard 's 
dog is that he sees, clearly, how un­
fit he is for the farmyard. For h im 
there is no bone labeled, 'I am your 
bone—I am your reward. ' For h im 
there is no p lace, on ly a cho i ce— 
'opt-out ' l ike the sheep or 'drop­
ou t ' l i ke the donkey. 

Perhaps Mo the r Hubbard does not 
really care how her 'poor ' dogs feel . 
You see, she has many more now 
than just the one of legendary fame. 
O r cou ld it be that she is so busy 
prepar ing the few for the FAIR that 
she is unaware (but not of the a l l i ­
teration!)? If Mo the r Hubbard really 
c a r e d / w o u l d she not dedicate her­
self to the enl ightment of all the 
Brothers Hubbard , and in part icular 
the litt le Brothers? § 
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WHITE ROCK 
STUDENTS 

DID SOMETHING 
ABOUT 

ERIC H. W I L S O N 

Mr. Wilson is on a two-year leave oi absence 
from his school to live in England. 

ffThe Sunset Years. 
G o l d e n Age . 
Senior Ci t izens. 

I have never l iked these euphe­
misms. They suggest condescens ion 
o n t h e par t of p e o p l e f o r t u n a t e 
enough to be—so far—spared o ld 
age. 

D o you ever think about your 
G o l d e n Years? I never d id unti l I 
read a magaz ine art ic le. A very bitter 
statement wri t ten by a w o m a n w h o 
had given a ful l l i fe to teach ing. 
Then, retirement. 

O u t of our schoo l , o ld lady. Take 
your posters of France and your 
story of seeing K ing George in '39 
and your p lace by the c lassroom w in ­
d o w where you s tood for 34 years 
watch ing favorite faces leave at 3:30. 
Take your brown class photographs 

Tiny wooden houses were constructed 
entirely in bottles by Dan McCowan, 89, 
who points out miniature workmen to Wyck 
Porteous (left) and Sandy Derpak, both 
75 years of age. 

and your ye l low school annuals. 
Someone else wi l l stay after school 
to explain verbs. 

It was a short drop into a rest 
home, where she was to ld to rest. 
Af ter ca tch ing up on her sleep, she 
offered her energy. Forget it. You're 
now en joy ing your Sunset Years. If 
you want exercise, there's shuff le-
board Tuesdays at 7:30 in the base­
ment games room. 

So she wrote her unhappy maga­
z ine art icle. Her theme: o ld age is 
empt iness. It wasn't going to happen 
to me, but it d i d . It isn't go ing to 
happen to you , but it w i l l . 

I don' t remember who that lady 
was. But she affected my life, forced 
me to d o someth ing. I hope that, 
when the bel l rings and you put 
down this magazine and your cof fee 
cup , my words w i l i stay in your m ind 
long enough to compe l you to take 
act ion. That w i l l repay in part one 
o ld lady. 

None o f us can picket for legisla­

t ion banning o ld age. Even increas­
ing pensions won't give these people 
what they need most: a reason to 
get up in the morn ing. O n c e a week, 
students f rom the junior Secondary 
in Wh i t e Rock help provide that 
reason for some. 

The plan is s imple, wi th t remend­
ous benefits. That is why I want to 
share it w i th you, because your soc ia l 
s t u d i e s , t y p i n g , s c i e n c e s t u d e n t s 
can do the same thing. 

O n c e a week my Grade 9 English 
class puts on coats, opens up um­
brellas, and walks to the nearby 
Evergreen Rest Home. These visits 
are preceded by a mimeographed 
program, invi t ing residents to join 
students in the assembly lounge at 
10 a.m. 

Song sheets are distr ibuted, a girl 
acts a s M C wh i le one of the residents 
plays p iano, and loud bursts of My 
Wild Irish Rose Tii i the room, Each 
week a special event is p lanned. 
Past highl ights have ranged' f rom a 
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Toasting a new friendship are johnnv lirondhy. 70, and Itidi Allen, lr>. 

Mrs. F. Findlay shows some special possessions to Julie Dcarman, 75. 

student speech nclvoc ating ihe torm-
ii t ion l>v Ci ini id i i in Indians o i a Red 
Panther Party to a resident reminis-
( ingal x nit help ing c oust rue t Oaka l la 
Prison I arm and attending the first 
hanging at that establ ishment. 

Lven more important than the 
pmgtam is the t ime that fol lows. 
I.very week the residents are urged 
to invite a student for a chat in a 
lounge or private room. This is a 
great success because it provides 
the opportuni ty for fr iendships to 
grow, l o r me, the most pleasant 
moments ot each week come when 
I walk down hal lways and can see 
students talking to the residents in 
their rooms. 

O n e word oi caut ion before begin­
ning such a program: prepare the 
students. For some, the first day 
wi l l be di f f icul t unless they know 
exact ly why they are going to visit, 
and what to expect. 

O n e way to init iate a d iscussion 
on the topic is to tell students they 
are 75 years o ld and residents of a 
rest home. What wou ld they do on 
M o n d a y morn ing after breakfast? 
M o n d a y afternoon? M o n d a y even­
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ing? Tuesday morning? Uy then, thoy 
may have? begun to understand old 
age. 

This program is life. It wi l l give 
your students more than anything 
you can do in tho c lassroom. I can 
tell you this only wi th printed words; 
I cannot take you ind iv idual ly into 
the Evergreen Rest Home and show 
you the faces of happy people. 

H o w e l se c a n I p e r s u a d e you? 
Photographs help. The on ly other 
way is to let the voices of residents 
and students speak to you . Here 
they are: 

Wo on joy tho s inking and tho talks, 
and wo onjoy tho students coming 
around >o our rooms. It's quite a 
help to ' iple who arc gett ing older 
to got tho views of younger people 
because they are very much different 
to our clay. 

I think a p lanned program is good 
because students and older people 
can display what they are capable 
of doing. It's a very va luable experi­
ment, i think it's wonder fu l because 
each ago group has something to 
offer the other one. 

is it a success? We l l , our people 

The Residents 

I wou ldn ' t have thought young 
people wou ld be interested in us, 
or what we d id wi th our l ives, but I 
was wrong. 

A lot of o lder people are afraid of 
teenagers because of what we read 
in the newspapers and see on tele­
v is ion, but we don' t feel that about 
these young people that we meet 
personal ly^ 

This is qui te a large bu i ld ing , wi th 
a lot of residents, and these visits 
have helped us to get to know each 
other. We all meet wi th the young 
peop le at the same t ime, and then 
have someth ing in c o m m o n to dis­
cuss when we see each other in the 
lounge. 

I have been cut off f rom young 
peop le unt i l these visits started, and 
I have always l iked young people. 

sing. I said anyone can sing it they 
try. I really felt good when ho started 
to sing when tho next song began. 

I still can't talk to the people in 
the rest home, but ! can talk to my 
grandparents a lot more often wi th­
out feel ing uncomfor tab le. 

I thought they wouldn ' t talk about 
interesting things. M a n y of them do, 
but even if they don't we are learn­
ing to be patient and pleasant about 
it. W e have become considerate of 
others and their pleasure, instead 
of our own. That is better than a year 
of textbook educat ion. 

k e e p c o m i n g b a c k e v e r y w e e k , 
don't they? 

The Students 

I never thought before that o ld 
people wou ld laugh at things we 
think are funny. 

O n e lady loves f lowers; her room 
is fu l l of art i f ic ial f lowers. O n her 
bir thday my fr iends and I bought 
her some potted flowers sc she would 
have someth ing to take care of, in­
s tead of f e e l i n g use less b e c a u s e 
everyone was look ing after her. 

The only th ing that surprised me 
was the talk of death, dead wives or 
husbands and even their own future 
deaths. At t imes it got depressing 
but that can be a learning experience 
as we l l . 

O n e t ime I was sit t ing by a man 
w h o wasn't s inging. I asked him 
why and he to ld me that he couldn ' t 

Anyone can sing — particularly if tho 
company is congenial and the songs are 
the old familiar ones. 

The first t ime we went, there were 
very few o ld people wai t ing for us 
but as there were more visits more 
people showed up. It was real ly ex­
c i t ing ta lk ing to a man who told me 
about drawing up the plans for some 
of the big bui ld ings in Vancouver 
and V ic to r ia . 

The only type of people I don' t 
talk to very we l l are the ones we 
have to speak to l ike smal l ch i ld ren. 
These people I should spend more 
t ime wi th , but I try to see as many 
people as I can . 

O n e lady came running into the 
lounge really exci ted to show us her 
room. W h e n we went in she to ld 
about how she hated Austra l ia but 
didn't know how to tell her relatives. 

It has been a success for me to 
real ize that, l ike anybody else, o ld 
peop le are a lot of fun. They are a 
beauti ful bunch of people. § 
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Dr. Paton teaches at 
the College of 
Education, University 
of Toronto, where he 
is professor of 
education. In this 
article he deplores the 
'the frenzied pursuit 
of novelty'in our 
schools. 

]. M . P A T O N IJSome future histor ian of the Eng­
l ish-speaking peoples m a r , very wel l 
descr ibe the per iod between 1945 
and 1975 as the age of neoph i l i c i sm, 

i w h e n the pr inc ipa l shapers of men's 
m i n d s —in t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
med ia , in schools and col leges, and 
in s r o f e s s i o n a l a n d b u s i n e s s 

> c i rc les—were the neophi l iacs, the 
lovers of the new. 

Chr is topher Booker 's recent pub­
l ica t ion. T h e Neophiliacs, argues 
that these are the people w h o have 

-• : - generated the co l lec t i ve phantasy 
that cock ing a snoot at the Estab­
l ishment (whatever that may be), 

• ". r id icu l ing order and stabi l i ty, des­
c r ib ing every techno log ica l change 
as inevi table and good, regarding 

Reprinted, with permission, from The Bulletin, 
journal of the Ontario Secondary School . 

" "• - Teachers' Federation, May 1971 issue. 
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i nnovat ion and exci tement as syno­
nyms for impo i tance and relevance, 
are the. marks of the intel l igent, 
free, creat ive man the wor ld so des­
perately needs at this t ime. 

Signi f icant ly , perhaps, Booker 
was himself one of this group about 
six years ago as a scriptwriter for 
the imrnenseiy popular TV show 
That W a s The Week That Was; but 
at the age of 32 he has joined hands 
wi th his m u c h o lder compatr io t , 
M a l c o l m Mugger idge, in dep lor ing 
the f renz ied pursuit of novelty and 
instant pleasure that he thinks now 
character izes social behavior and 
att i tudes to values in both the 
U n i t e d K i n g d o m a n d t h e U n i t e d 
States. (See, for instance, the lead 
book rev iew in the July 6, 1970 issue 
of Time magaz ine and Booker 's re­
ply in the August 10, 1970 issue.) 

W h a t has a l l t h i s to d o w i t h 
Canada? 

W h i l e Canadians have not experi­
enced the cul tural revolut ion ot 
'Swing ing England ' in the '50s and 
'60s, or the po l i t i ca l and socia l 
stresses—the V ie tnam war, b lack 
power, campus r iots—of the Un i ted 
States in the last decade, we d o 
appear to have absorbed some of 
their side-effects, and d isplay many 
of the symptoms of neophi l i c mal ­
aise. 

The pecul iar ly Canad ian variety 
of this cul tural d istemper, I suggest, 
is the p rominence given to cr i t i ­
c isms of the pub l ic ly supported 
schoo l system and its teachers, and 
the tendency to glori fy every self-
p roc la imed expert in any one of in-
n u m b e r a b l e s p e c i a l i z e d areas o f 
teaching- learning techn ique or of 

administ rat ive procedure, especia l ly 
if he or she manages to imply— 
and they usual ly do—that the reg­
u l a r t e a c h e r s a re t o o l a z y o r u n ­
in formed, and too afraid of change 
to measure up to the educat iona l 
chal lenges of our t imes. 

Se ldom, if ever, d o the reports of 
these cr i t ic isms ment ion (a) the 
pub l ic school 's ob l igat ion to medi ­
ate between the communi ty ' s pre­
va i l ing v iews—usual ly conservat ive 
— and the- at tract ion for the young 
of what is novel and of immedia te 
interest; or (b) the teacher's pro­
fessional awareness that there are 
s imply no instant solut ions, no 
universal nostrums for the variety 
of p r o b l e m s — i n d i v i d u a l needs , 
abi l i t ies and at t i tudes—with wh ich 
they must con tend every day. 
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Innovations in teaching and learning should be encouraged by every means possible, 
but not for the purpose of imposing them on every teacher and pupil in every school. 

Teachers as Whipping Boys 

Sybi l Shack of W inn ipeg , a past 
president of the Canad ian Teachers ' 
Federat ion and of the Canad ian 
Col lege of Teachers, w h o is as 
knowledgeab le as any one person 
can be about teachers in this coun ­
try, r.aid in Monday Morning that 
their morale is d ropp ing seriously 
low. They feel they are be ing treated 
as society 's wh ipp ing boys. 

M a n y competen t teachers of her 
acqua in tance are suffering, she 
suggests, f rom a persecut ion c o m ­
plex, or from debi l i ta t ing uptight-
r-ess in the face of blanket charges 
of fa i lure to meet the needs of youth 
on the one hand, and the demands 
of soc iety on the other. 

Because of the h ippie revolut ion, 
the c o m m u n i t y expects them to get 
tough and incu lca te respect for law 
and order; wh i l e the ch i l d study 
experts preach a gospel of f reedom 
and love that w o u l d prov ide warm 
encouragement to ch i ld ren and 
students to d o their own th ing, thus 
learning by spontaneous d iscovery. 

A l l ow jng for some journal ist ic 
•jxaggeration, M iss Shack 's p ic ture 
is not overdrawn. Act iv is t e lements 
among high schoo l and co l lege stu­
dents, w h o are d e m a n d i n g what 
amounts to major i ty cont ro l of cur­
r i cu lum p lann ing and teach ing pro­
cedure, are gett ing support not on ly 
f rom avant garde commenta tors in 
the press and on TV , but also from 
the wri t ings of several educators 
whose prestige assures them of w ide 
readership. 

Perhaps the most popular and in­
f luent ia l book on the new educat ion 
at the momen t is Teaching as a Sub­
versive Activity (1969) by Postman 
and Weingar tner . Because it is also 
one of the best wr i t ten and most 
persuasive books of its k ind , an 
analysis of its tone and content 
w i l l show the di f f icu l t ies it creates 
for those w h o must accept respon­
sib i l i ty for the compu lso ry mass 
educat ion of you th . 

The authors are possessed of an 
apoca lyp t ic v is ion of the role of 

the schoo l in bu i ld ing a better soc ia l 
order, a New Jerusalem. Two tre­
mendous assumpt ions undergird 
their ent ire argument. The first is— 
as Postman again insists in the M a y 
1970 i ssue of t he Harvard Edu­
cational Review—'that a l l e d u ­
cat ional pract ices are profoundly 
po l i t i ca l in the sense that they are 
designed to produce one sort of 
human being rather than another ' ; 
that it is the business of the pub l i c 
schoo l system to help young people 
to 'master concepts necessary to 
survival in a rapidly chang ing wor ld ' ; 
and that to do this the cur r i cu lum 
must be focused on immedia te prob­
lems af fect ing the survival of our 
society. 

There fo l lows a long list of prob­
lems: menta l i l lness and high su ic ide 
rates among youth , c r ime in busi­
ness as we l l as a m o n g adolescents, 
var ious credib i l i ty gaps, the e lec­
t ronic revolut ion, sex, drugs, the 
popu la t ion explos ion and bir th c o n ­
trol, housing, poverty, po l lu t ion , 
war and peace and nuclear ann ih i ­
lat ion, etc., etc. 

N o one c a n doub t that these are 
vital issues and that young people 
wou ld enjoy hav ing opportuni t ies to 
discuss them in schoo l . They are, 
say our authors, so much more 'rele­
vant ' than Shakespeare's Macbeth 
or A then ian democracy . They cut 
across tradi t ional subject bound­
aries. Ma te r ia l for s tudying them is 
avai lab le in the commun i t y and in 
current publ icat ions, not in musty 
o ld books. 

That, however, is just one side of 
the c o i n . Human exper ience, to say 
noth ing of w i sdom, is not conf ined 
to, or def ined by, contemporary 
records. M o r e important, the Post­
man and Weingar tner proposals beg 
the e n t i r e q u e s t i o n o f m a t u r i t y 
levels, o f cont inu i ty and deve lop­
ment in learning exper iences, or the 
pract ical impossib i l i ty of teaching 
i n q u i r y s k i l l s d i v o r c e d f r o m t h e 
s ign i f icance of the content. Not 
everyone wou ld agree that da ta on 
immedia te soc ia l issues can be d i ­

vested of pre jud ice and bias. There 
is surely more hope of this when one 
examines human exper ience in the 
l i terature and history of the past. 

The second quest ionable assump­
t ion of this book is that cer ta in gene­
ral ized cr i t ic isms of schools and 
teachers are fu l ly va l id because they 
were spoken or wri t ten by men who 
have been c rowned educat iona l 
gurus by the news med ia . 

For example, Marsha l l M c L u h a n : 
the school at present is irrelevant; 
Paul G o o d m a n : the schools educate 
for obsolescence; Jerome Bruner: 
they fail to develop intelligence; 
John Hol t : their teaching is based on 
fear; Car l Rogers: they avoid the pro­
motion of significant learnings; E. Z . 
Fr iedenberg: they punish creativity 
and independence. 

M y personal react ion to al l such 
statements is that they are wi thout 
mean ing for teachers unt i l they make 
speci f ic reference to ind iv idua l sit­
uat ions invo lv ing actua l boys and 
girls whose personal backgrounds, 
exper ience, abi l i t ies and needs have 
been evaluated wi th at ta inable ac­
curacy as wel l as wi th concern and 
sympathy. 

The Omniscient Specialist 

It seems to me signi f icant that 
each of the above-ment ioned cr i t ics, 
l ike others of their ilk, have attained 
deserved eminence through specia l ­
i z ing in one area of educa t ion , f rom 
w h i c h they then make the mistake 
of extrapolat ing to the w h o l e schoo l 
system f rom preschool preparat ion 
to co l lege entrance. A n i l lustrat ion 
of this tendency is furnished by the 
exper ience of the Toronto Board of 
Educa t ion in 1969 w i th one of its ap­
pl icants for the top post of Di rector 
of Educat ion . 

A group of neophi l iacs on the 
board, w i th the support of a few em­
i n e n t c i t i z e n s l i k e M a r s h a l l 
M c L u h a n , became rather upset 
when they fa i led to get their nom­
inee e l ec ted—a headl ine w inn ing 
innovator f rom the Un i ted States 
and England. A t the t ime of his ap-
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p l i ca t ion , John Bremer had been 
operat ing the Parkway project in 
Ph i lade lph ia—' the schoo l w i thout 
wa l l s '—for less than one schoo l 
year, and it consisted of no more 
than 500 students, 30 teachers and 
20 interns. 

W h e n he addressed the Univers i ty 
of Toronto chapter of the Phi Del ta 
Kappa educat iona l fraternity on 
Oc tobe r 23, 1969, he left his au­
d ience , or at least this l istener, w i th 
three dist inct impressions: (1) the 
project was in his v iew already an 
unqual i f ied success; (2) he thought 
the regular schools of Ph i lade lph ia 
were in such a mess that they cou ld 
be redeemed only by revolut ionary 
methods l ike his; (3) he d id not ex­
pect to remain wi th the Parkway 
project after the 1969-70 schoo l year. 

The point I wish to emphas ize is 
th is—that M r . Bremer, wi th his un­
doubted abi l i t ies as an idea man and 
publ ic is t , cou ld doubt less have 
m a d e a v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to M e t r o Toronto schools as a short-
term consul tant . The m ind boggles, 
however, at the thought of his send­
ing al l the pupi ls of a metropol i tan 
center into its off ices, board rooms, 
courts, stores, factories, museums, 
craftshops, etc., to receive al ive, 
' re levant , ' unpa id inst ruct ion; sti l l 
more at his assuming f inal respon­
sib i l i ty for the adminstrat ion of Tor­
onto 's 136 schools, 5,900 teachers 
and 111,000 pupi ls. Yet so powerfu l 
is the cul t of neoph i l i c ism today 
that M r . Bremer's fai lure to secure 
the senior school appo in tment in 
Toron to seemed l ikely for a t ime to 
result in a direct cha l lenge to the 
right of the Min is te r of Educat ion to 
rule an app l icant inel ig ib le for ap­
po in tment by a loca l board for lack 
of the required professional cer­
t i f icate. 

Any Conclusions? 

The lesson to be learned f rom 
the foregoing instances is not, of 
course, that the neophi l iacs are 
a lways wrong, or that innovat ions 
in teach ing and learning should a l ­
ways be suspect. O n the contrary, 
they shou ld be encouraged by every 
means possible, but not for the pur­
pose of imposing them on every 
teacher and pupi l in every schoo l . 

Schools in Canada are on ly now 
being released from the st i f l ing re­
str ict ions of prov inc ia l prescr ipt ion 
of courses and prov ince-wide regu­
lations. What we don' t want is a fu l l 
pendu lum swing to an equal ly auth-
i t a r i a n i n s i s t e n c e tha t a l l t he 
teachers and schools in a large sys­
tem adopt the new 'free' phi losophy, 
and in t roduce open area act iv i t ies, 
vo luntary at tendance, pupi l contro l 
of cu r r i cu lum, inquiry methods, 
abandonment of so-cal led compet­
i t ive tests and grades (marks)— 
in short, the comp le te l i tany of 
innovat ion . 

The shifting balance between 
man's nephllic and neophobic 
urges not only explains the 
many fluctuations in human 
taste and choice, but also is 
basic to both progress and 
survival. 

Whatever success has been at­
ta ined so far by innovat ive private 
schools mode led on Nei l l 's Summer-
hi l l Schoo l in England, or by ind i ­
v idual schools in On ta r io that have 
taken advantage of current per­
missive regulations in the spirit of 
the Hal l -Dennis Report, has been 
ent irely due, in my op in ion , to the 
one fact that they recognize the 
importance of schooling taking 
place under conditions that permit 
a teacher and his students to find 
the most comfortable and benefi­
cial ways of working and learning 
together in an atmosphere of mutual 
help and of constantly seeking out 
better ways to understand what 
human life in this old world is all 
about. 

Whether these ways are l ikely to 
be labeled tradi t ional or progres­
sive, student-contro l led or teacher-
domina ted , is of very l i tt le impor­
tance, prov ided the young people 
actual ly learn and enjoy the experi­
e n c e e n o u g h to w a n t to go o n 
learning by themselves. 

To implement this pr inc ip le does 
imply that the schoo l system pro­
v ide a large number of cho ices for 

pupi ls. In this connec t ion the Globe 
& Mail reported an interesting joint 
study in York County by a commi t tee 
of teachers, parents, trustees and 
students of a proposed ' t rad i t ional ' 
high schoo l w i th such unfashionable 
features as strict d isc ip l ine , c o m ­
pet i t ive grades, regular tests, and 
an emphasis on assigned work and 
good study habits. 

The intent ion was that this schoo l 
wou ld provide an educat ional ex­
per ience quite different f rom that 
at the county 's Thornlea Secondary 
Schoo l establ ished five years ago. 

Commen ted the area's di rector 
of educat ion , Samuel Chapman , 
'I 've a gut-level hunch that kids 
learn in qui te dif ferent ways. ' Per­
sonal ly , I much prefer this modest 
bit of common-sense to most of the 
dogmat ic neoph i l ia of Postman 
and Weingar tner . 

A Moratorium Is Called For 

I make a conc lud ing plea, there­
fore, for a morator ium on pub l ic 
cr i t ic ism of our schools and teachers 
that takes the form of demand ing 
that they embrace every new idea 
that happens to be supported by a 
' name ' in educat ion , o n pa in of be­
ing dubbed incompetent neopho-
b i cs—peop le fearful of change — 
who are robbing students of their 
educat iona l birthright. 

Desmond Morr is i n The Naked Ape 
reminds us that studies of the be­
havior of the higher order mammals 
support the hypothesis that the 
exploratory dr ive in both primates 
and man toward new experiences 
is always ba lanced by the urge to 
take refuge in the fami l iar . 

He further asserts that the shift­
ing ba lance between man's neophi l -
ic a n d n e o p h o b i c u r g e s — ' t h e 
e x c i t i n g n e w s t i m u l u s a n d the 
f r iendly o ld one '—not on ly explains 
the many f luctuat ions in human 
taste and cho ice , but also is basic 
to both progress and survival . 

If the good society of the future 
must con t inue to preserve a bal­
ance between the neophi l i c and the 
neophob ic demands of its members, 
the schoo l has no al ternat ive but 
to promote intel l igent understand­
ing and appl icat ion of that pr in­
c ip le . § 
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Teenage cowboy takes aim in the calf-roping event. 

A young cowgirl gets a good view oi the action irotn the saddle. <£CTION 
AT THE BC CENTENNL 

G O R D O N R. G O R E 

f Kam loops Secondary Schoo l is host 
for the annual B.C. High School 
Rodeo . He ld first in M a y 1970, the 
event was an instant success. So 
much so, that the 1971 rodeo was 
granted the status of a centennia l 
event. 

The Kamloops high school rodeo 
is u n i q u e in Bri t ish C o l u m b i a in 
that it is organized and run entirely 
by h igh schoo l students. 

The idea for a high school rodeo 
c a m e f rom D o n Mar t i n , a student at 
K a m l o o p s Secondary Schoo l . Fortu­
nately, Don 's agriculture teacher 
was N i c k Kalyk, part-owner of the 
Ka lyk-Bryson Ranch in Barnhartvale, 
near Kam loops . This ranch is now the 
permanent home of the rodeo. 

U n d e r Nick 's d i rec t ion, and wi th 
p r inc ipa l Ed Tait's enthusiast ic ap­

proval , a group c 
a Kamloops Ro 
work bu i ld ing tl 
Commerce teac 
provided guidar 
w h o looked aft 
l ist ing support 
men, organiz in 
obta in ing pr ize: 
i n g of p r o g r a m 
ments and cou 
were handled et 

Dennis Trave 
ation students 
cession stand t 
O ther students 
Count less busy 
freshments unc 
t ion of the sch 
lack M c M i l l a n . 

The rodeo w<-
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I HIGH SCHOOL RODEO 
The writer is a member oi UliC's Faculty oi Education. 

T/ii< game is rough, .ind that s no hull! 

idents organ ized 
iCIub and set to 
fena and chutes. 
Vlrs. Sandy Cook 
br a c rew of girls 
bokkeep ing , en-
1 local business-
icket sales and 
Hvertising, print-
in t r ies , r e f r e s h ­
es o ther detai ls 
ly by students, 
industr ia l educ-
structed a c o n -
iis year's rodeo, 
ja barbecue pit. 
els d ispensed re-
he expert d i rec-

v ice pr inc ipa l , 

| '/en extra pub l i c ­

ity by the Kamloops Daily Sentinel, 
w h i c h publ ished a specia l eight-page 
supplement on the event. Journal ism 
s t u d e n t s , u n d e r B e r n i e R o t h e n -
be rge r ' s g u i d a n c e , p r e p a r e d the 
supplement . Needless to say, many 
other teachers prov ided assistance 
for this masterpiece of schoo l team­
work, but credit for the success of the 
rodeo must go to the hardwork ing, 
enthusiast ic students of Kamloops 
Secondary Schoo l 

The rodeo is a week-end affair. 
The 10 hours or so of act ion is just 
the t ip of a large iceberg—the c l imax 
to months of p lanning, organ iz ing 
and just p la in, hard manual labor! 
W h y no t t ake a w e e k - e n d t r ip to 
Kamloops early next M a y and see 
the Third Annua l B.C. H igh Schoo l 
Rodeo? Tell N ick I sent you . § 

7/i/> bareback hronc rider hung on. but others didn't. 
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'All I have to do is get that ribbon oil did hull. Now ii 
he'll just stand still lor a minute!' 

Don Martin originated ihe idea oi having a High School 
Rodeo in Kamloops A pretty voting cowgirl rounds one of the barrels in the barrel-racing competition. 
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How to milk a wild cow: First competitor holds the cow's head, get a milk shake! To win, a team must collect enough milk in the 
thesecond pumps her tail and the third gathers the precious white bottle to pour. Competition in this event is between teachers who 

\ iluid in a beer bottle. It the second man pumps hard enough, you represent their school*. 

A bareback ride comes to an unhappy end! 

< 
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HI want to make clear at the outset 
that w e must avoid saying about 
our schools, 'Whatever is, is right! ' 
But in so do ing we must avoid also 
t h e e q u a l l y f a l s e s t a t e m e n t tha t 
'Whatever is, is wrong! ' because it 
leads to another false conc lus ion 
that 'Any change is for the better! ' 

I am conv inced that the vituper­
at ive jeremiads and the verbal v io­
l e n c e tha t m a n y p o u r u p o n o u r 
schools const i tute a rhetorical over­
k i l l , and this serves badly serious 
discussion and sound p lanning. 

I suppose anyone has the right to 
p lay the prophet of d o o m in attack­
ing our schools. Do ing so may arouse 
and satisfy the emot iona l needs of 
the immature or the inexper ienced, 
or those hell-bent on destroying our 
pub l i c institutions, or those w h o 
wish to be hai led as innovators. It is 
hot surprising that students should 
y ie ld sometimes in t imes of stress 
to romant ic Utopian moods, i l lu­
sions and hysteria of one k ind or 
other. It is surprising that leaders 
whose funct ion it should be to give 
depth and balance to student op in ­
ions should be swayed by s imi lar 
enthusiasms. 

It is right and proper that w e in 
the schools should quest ion c o n ­

stantly what we are do ing, and why 
and how. But it wou ld be unfortu­
nate if both students and teachers 
should be so overcome by gross ex­
aggerations of their shortcomings 
that they give up the who le enter­
prise. 

The proponents of the new in 
educat ion do not so much argue or 
debate their theses as vo ice them 
and assume their val id i ty. Their 
rhetoric is their argument. Their 
wor ld is a wor ld of absolutes. Every­
body and everything is to be emanc i ­
pated in a sort of general amnesty, 
and f reedom is to take off in al l 
d irect ions. 

A great deal of nonsense is spoken 
and written about the consequences 
of change in this era—the techno­
logical changes and the soc ia l , eco­
nomic and cultural changes arising 
f rom them. N o w I'm as aware of 
these changes as anyone, i'm not 
bragging when I say I try to keep up 
in my reading. 

But are people fundamental ly dif­
ferent people in the face of these 
changes? The human problems re­
main much as they were. 

W e l ive or thrive, or we do not 
thrive, just as our grandparents and 
parents d id . Educat ion should re-

member the permanent in l i fe as wel l 
as the transient, and educate for 
mastery and richest enjoyment of 
the permanent values. 

This does not mean that we can 
stop change or that we should fear 
it. But there remain values and ph i l ­
osophies that are the heritage o f a 
people l ike us and that our young 
people should know and understand. 
Wi th all our emphasis on sc ience 
and techniques, these should remain 
essential e lements of the school 
program. 

That is why I ask if any useful 
purpose is served when some teach­
ers, or pr incipals, or school super­
intendents, or schoo l trustees state 
publ ic ly, go on record through the 
various med ia to p roc la im that: 
• the chi ldren must be l iberated 
f rom our prison-l ike schoo ls ; 
• almost 70% of what we teach is 
of l i tt le use today; 
• our educat ion system as it now 
stands is obsolete; 
• our schools have not changed 
basical ly in the last 50 years; 
• our cur r icu lum is not relevant. 

Let's examine this type of th ink ing. 
I am not in favor of a strictly regi­

mented authori tar ian schoo l . I en-.; 
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dorse heart i ly any moves to get rid 
of petty rules and regulations. But it 
is a refocusing of authori ty we need 
today, not an abandonment of it. 

! should l ike to hear much more 
about the individual 's responsibi l i ­
ties and a litt le less about his rights 
and f reedom. Belonging to any socia l 
group—and the school is a social 
group—means of necessity a con ­
straint on indiv idual f reedom. O n e 
purpose of educat ion must surely 
be to encourage young people for 
good reasons to postpone or forgo 
s o m e i m m e d i a t e g r a t i f i c a t i o n s . 
M a n y schools in the past were too 
author i tar ian. But we need not go 
to the other extreme of ultra-permis­
s i v e n e s s — v o l u n t a r y a b s e n c e s , 
choos ing for oneself what to study, 
how to study it, wi th no examina­
t ions and each evaluat ing his own 
program. 

No r a m I suggesting that students 
be offered any cur r icu lum, the on ly 
standard to be that they must not 
l ike it. That, of course, is as non­
sensical as is the oppos i te v iew, that 
anyth ing is educat ional if it gives 
pleasure. 

Rat ional i ty is better than irration­
al i ty, and I say rat ional i ty does not 
c o m e just by growing up. It can be 
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encouraged wi th in the framework 
of a cur r icu lum and school organ­
izat ion that has some structure. I am 
not in favor of replacing educat ion 
by ' faducat ion, ' or of handing out 
'pedagogic pab lum ' by permissive 
teachers. I cannot accept that our 
schools are to be perpetual fun fairs, 
or t he c l a s s r o o m s s o m e k i n d of 
c e l e s t i a l c o o k i e jars to t i t i l l a t e 
sweet-toothed ch i ldren. 

H o w can anyone fami l iar wi th our 
B.C. schools today make the state­
m e n t t ha t o u r s c h o o l s have not 
changed in the last 50 years? Whether 
they have changed enough to suit 
the change-makers is another point. 
But to c la im that schools have re­
ma ined basical ly unchanged is an­
other example of how many of the 
cri t ics fantasize, sensat ional ize and 
romant ic ize. 

I don't know if it is pecul iar to the 
f ield of educat ion, but we seem to 
suffer f rom an occupat iona l disease 
in the plethora of slogans, shibbo­
leths and catchwords that create a 
' lemming- l ike ' scurry among those 
who wish to be 'with it.' The educa­
t ion prophets thrust their programs 
at teachers in the manner of ' faith 
healers, ' and often wi th the same 
degree of authent ic i ty. 

An outspoken school 
principal says, 'The 
vituperative jeremiads and 
the verbal violence that 
mainy pour upon our 
schools constitute a 
rhetorical over-kill, and this 
serves badly serious 
discussion and sound 
planning.' 

ERIC KELLY 

Mr. Kelly is principal of Vancouver's 
Killarney Secondary School. 
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In recent years no catch word has 
had the mesmeric repetit iveness of 
' re levance. 'Courses at every l e v e l -
elementary, secondary and univer­
si ty—must be 'relevant. ' As Eric 
N ico l wrote in a recent co lumn, 'Our 
young people do not seek learning. 
They are hunt ing for a herd of rele­
vant^.' 

But the word 'relevant' in itself is 
meaningless! A th ing is never 'rele-

I don't want to see a student 
leave our schools under the 
handicap of the Intellectual mis­
representation that he doesn't 
really know what he thinks he 
is supposed to know. 

vant ' in and of and by itself. It must 
be relevant to something. A n d being 
'relevant to ' something is not a f ini te 
qual i ty. Its relevance to that some­
th ing is a matter of degree. 

Proponents of ' re levance' in edu­
cat ion rarely def ine the term, but 
the burden of their message ap­
pears to be that much of our cur­
r i c u l u m has l i t t l e m e a n i n g fo r 
contemporary l ife. 

Hence they disparage the educa­
t ional s igni f icance of accumula ted 
human experience. The classics must 
give way to modern literature, the 
more contemporary the better; his­
tory must y ie ld its p lace to current 
events and modern problems. The 
'relevant peop le ' accept unthink­
ingly the message of the mass med ia 
that what is happening now must 
necessari ly be more important for 
us and the determinat ion of our 
future than what took p lace in the 
past. 

It is this k ind of shal low th ink ing 
that leads a 16-year-old student, ar­
rogant of course in his ignorance, to 
tell his English teacher that Shake­
speare has noth ing to say to us today. 
' W h y can' t we study modern stuff?' 

I do not wish to c lose our students 
off f rom modern wri t ing, but L must 
point out that al l our yesterdays are 
f i l led wi th examples of 'best sel lers' 
that never had a tomorrow. W h e n it 
comes to recent or current f ic t ion, 
poetry, art or music, the first recep­

t ion may be far from the last judg­
ment. Survival down the years seems 
to me to be at least one very f ine 
cr i ter ion of the worth of a work. 

Let's be more speci f ic about 'rele­
vance. ' Certainly students should 
be a l l o w e d to d i s c u s s p o l l u t i o n , 
populat ion, poverty, peace, drugs 
and other current topics. But is there 
not more to educat ion than these 
topics? And for how long each day, 
each week, each month and each 
term, can these be discussed? 

A friend of mine visi t ing in an 
eastern ci ty one night at d inner 
asked his host's 16-year-old son how-
s c h o o l had g o n e tha t d a y . T h e 
young fel low repl ied, 'It was O.K. , 
I guess, but I'm sure fed up wi th 
po l lu t ion . ' 'Why? ' asked my fr iend. 
'We l l , ' said the lad, 'we got it in f ive 
classes todav—in f ive c lasses—we 
discussed it in Engl ish—we had a 
panel on it in soc ia ls—we had a 
f i lm in sc ience—we had to make a 
pol lu t ion poster in art—and bel ieve 
it or not, in PE we had to note the 
litter on the grounds and clear it up. ' 

I can't accept the idea that stu­
den t s in e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l or 
secondary school have the know­
ledge, the experience, the judgment 
or .he maturity to dec ide what is 
relevant to their needs, to dec ide 
what they should study, how they 
should study it, or how their work 
should be evaluated. 

Yet w e hear m u r k y a m b i g u i t i e s 
and inchoate jargon about ch i ld -
centered educat ion, chi ldren's felt 
interests and needs, ' invo lvement , ' 
'sel f-discovery, ' 'self-expression' and 
'relat ing to the group. ' T h e school 
should have no grades, no exam­
inat ions; students should set their 
own goals and be a l lowed to pro­
gress at their own rates. 

I read recently of an educator 
w h o w a n t e d ' t o m a k e sure o u r 
schools move from a spiritless c l i ­
mate to one wi th a zest for learning. ' 
'Learning is fun, ' he caro led. I'm not 
in favor of spiritless cl imates, and 
I'm al l for zest in learning. I'm not 
in favor of a harshly regimented 
school w i th fearful ch i ldren sitt ing 
si lent ly in rows memor iz ing m ind­
lessly factual knowledge wi th no 
real understanding. 

. But here again, I make a plea for 

c o m m o n sense. There is a strain of 
s e n t i m e n t a l i t y r u n n i n g t h r o u g h 
some of our educators today, a strain 
of general unworldl iness that takes 
the form of f lattering the students 
by all but becoming one of them 
and seeing them all in a rosy glow. 
I am concerned about the senti­
mental f lapdoodle we get about the 
all-wise and the al l -good ch i ld , and 
the appeal ing pictures we get of 
these charming, del ight ful ly angel ic 
ch i ldren who gather each morn ing 
in a state of euphor ia and enter into 
rapt commun ion wi th their teacher 
and each other, each wi thout ex­
cept ion eager to learn, stretching 
forth his mind to grasp new know­
ledge, to d iscover new truths, and 
singing softly as his eyes shine (his 
eyes must shine in this script), 'Ar i th­
met ic is fun ! ' 'French is fun ! ' 'Sc ience 
is fun ! ' 

I cannot accept that our schools 
are to be perpetual fun fairs, 
or the classrooms some kind of 
celestial cookie jars to titillate 
sweet-toothed children. 

I want teachers to l ike kids, but I 
don' t see them as acolytes of youth 
at the expense of their maturity of 
judgment. 

There has been much wrong wi th 
our schools. We have made many 
changes. We have many yet to make. 

I am in favor of enl ightened and 
progressive changes based on reality 
and empir ica l ev idence. But I do 
not wish to see much of value in our 
schools deleted, d isembowel led, 
emasculated or eviscerated by soft­
headed pedagogy. I don' t want to 
see our students cheated, given edu­
c a t i o n a l pap i n s t e a d o f a rea l 
educat ion. 

If a student studies a subject long 
enough and wel l enough and rigor­
ously enough, he should be expected 
to know he has met a certain stand­
ard. I don' t want to see a student 
leave our schools under the handi­
cap of the intel lectual misrepre­
sentation that he doesn't really know 
what he thinks he is supposed to 
know. § 
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CDOTEIL R e p o r r i n 
SPIT me Answer 
For everyone 

1 

Anecdotal reporting is not only not superior to 
comparative reporting in the later years of 
school, but is positively harmful — possibly as 
harmful as comparative reporting in the primary 
years. Failures have their uses for older students. 
A school in which it is not possible to do anything 
but succeed is a school for beings other 
than humans. 

E. L. B U L L E N 

^Whenever teachers get together to 
discuss the problem of report ing 
pupi l progress in schoo l , it is never 
very long before fundamental issues 
in the phi losophy of educat ion be­
come the real focus for d iscussion. 

In recent years, in a number of 
pub l ic educat ion systems, there has 
been a m o v e away f rom such forms 
of grading as percentages, letter 
grades and rank orders to anecdota l 
forms of report ing that attempt to 
avoid invid ious compar isons be­
tween students. 

A n increasingly widespread real iz­
at ion of ind iv idual di f ferences in 
ch i ldren, not only in terms of genetic 
inheri tance; but also in terms of the 
effects of early and present envi ron­
ments, has brought home to many 
teachers the fo l l y—indeed , the sin — 
of compar ing chi ldren in such a way 
as to make some feel inferior, and 
others superior, to their fe l lows. 

In v iew of the ev idence of the 
effects on learning of sel f -concept 
and teacher expectat ion, there can 
remain no doubt whatever that in­
v id ious compar isons, part icular ly 
over a narrow range of human skil ls, 
can be damaging to young ch i ldren. 
For m a n y t e a c h e r s , t he o b v i o u s , 
logical response to this ev idence is 
to stop mak ing compar isons of al l 
sorts, to rely on ly on general c o m ­
ments to inform parents (as wel l as 

Ihe writer is Supervisor of Elementary and 
: Secondary Instruction for Queen Charlotte 

School District 
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the c h i l d r e n t h e m s e l v e s ) of ' p r o ­
gress' in schoo l . Such a response 
seems to fit v/ell wi th the phi losophy 
of cont inuous progress, of chi ldren 
proceeding at their own indiv idual 
rates,, avo id ing all possibi l i ty of 
exper iencing the t rauma of ' fai lure. ' 

In this connect ion one can pro­
f i tably reflect on that gently i l lumi ­
nating story of Tschiff ly training his 
young co l t not to be afraid of the 
sea. Readers wi l l remember how 
patiently and how gradually the 
master enabled his potent ial ly strong 
but nervous and vulnerable charge 
to conquer his fear of the sea, and 
in so do ing to w in forever his first 
large measure of courage. 

'Fai lure ' at that c ruc ia l ly vulner-
ab les tagewould havebeen seriously, 
if not permanently, damaging. It is 
worth ref lect ing that there was on ly 
one horse present; there were no 
invid ious compar isons to inf luence 
the master to move either faster or 
slower toward the water. A l l that 
mattered was one horse's pound ing 
heart /and the threat of surf and spray 
to be measured and overcome, w i th 
the help of someone who cared and 
cou ld be trusted. 

If one accepts, f rom such con ­
siderations, that general ized anec­
dotal report ing, wi th its avo idance 
of ' fa i lure' wi th in the context of a 
ph i losophy of cont inuous progress, 
is superior to expl ic i t ly comparat ive 

forms of reporting for young ch i ld ­
ren, does it fo l low that it is superior 
for all learners, whatever their ages? 
E x p e r i e n c e d t eache rs w h o have 
taught at various levels know that 
there aresomesignif icantdnfferences 
in both learning, and the st imulat ion 
of learning, at various ages. 

The 'needs' of learners varies wi th 
age to a considerable degree, a point 
wel l made by A ; N. Whi tehead in 
h is d i s c u s s i o n of the ' A g e o f 
Romance , ' the 'Age of Prec is ion ' 
and the 'Age of Au tonomy. ' It is a 
point wel l made, too, by the story 
of two 12-year-olds who were dis­
cussing adversely their new teacher. 
When asked what it was they didn' t 
l ike about this teacher, one of them 
repl ied, wi th sullen finality, 'We're 
12, and he treats usas if we're o n l y ' i l l ' 

As one grows older, the >c.iponsi-
bi l i ty for one's learning becomes 
more and moreone's own. 11 becomes 
increasingly important to get an ac­
curate measure, against some,norm-
r e f e r e n c e d s t a n d a r d , of o n e ' s 
progress in various f ields of study 
and in the development of various 
ski l ls—not only to enable one to 
make wise choices of courses and 
programs, but also to enable one 
to face the truth either of one's in­
herent capabi l i t ies and l imitat ions 
or of the degree to wh ich one has 
b e e n r e s p o n s i b l e , t h r o u g h sel f -
d isc ip l ined attention and study, or 
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One of our tasks as educators is to enable children to grow 
in strength (and in grace) so that failures may be overcome; 
so that the whole of life may be faced squarely and 
accepted; so that the possibility of finding fulfillment and 
happiness is enhanced rather than eliminated. 

the lack thereof, for one's 'successes' 
and ' fai lures. ' 

T h r o u g h the t e e n a g e yea rs , 
students need to become increas­
ingly aware of standards in educa­
t ion. It has been wel l said by R. S. 
Peters that 'educat ion impl ies stan­
d a r d s , no t n e c e s s a r i l y a i m s . It 
consists in ini t iat ing others into 
act iv i t ies, modes of conduc t and 
though*, wh i ch have standards writ­
ten into them by reference to wh ich 
it is possible to act, think, and feel 
wi th varying degrees of ski l l , rele­
vance, and taste. If teachers are not 
conv inced of this they should be 
otherwise employed. ' 

Elsewhere, Dr. Peters remarks, 'In 
the early stages of educat ion the 
emphasis on indiv idual di f ferences 
must be more marked; for the enter­
prise is to present the basic ski l ls, 
w h i c h a re ; n e c e s s a r y for la te r 
explorat ions, in the manner wh i ch 
is most appropriate to minds c o m ­
parat ively unformed by publ ic tradi­
t i o n s . H e n c e the r e l e v a n c e o f 
act iv i ty methods and of the mode l 
of ind iv idual growth; hence the 
appositeness of the slogan " W e 
teach ch i ld ren, not subjects," hence 
the need for teachers to understand 
what psychologists have d iscovered 
about ind iv idual ' d i f ferences and 
ch i l d deve lopment . ' 

H e also says, 'A t the other end of 
the e n t e r p r i s e o f t h e e d u c a t i o n , 
however, in universit ies, adul t edu­
ca t ion classes, and the later stages 
o f s e c o n d a r y e d u c a t i o n ; t he em­
phasis is more on canons impl ic i t in 
the forms of thought than on in­
d iv idua l avenues of in i t ia t ion. ' 
. I f one accepts this analysis of the 
di f ferences in educat ion at dif ferent 
stages; it seems to me that anecdota l 

reporting j l one , wi th its avo idance 
of ' fa i lure' wi th in the context of a 
phi losophy of cont inuous progress, 
is not on ly not superior to compara­
tive, norm-referenced forms of re­
port ing in later years of schoo l , but 
is posi t ively harmful , possibly as 
harmful as comparat ive forms of 
report ing in the primary years. 

It is harmful because it rarely tel ls 
the w h o l e t ru th a n d b e c a u s e it 
tends to wi thho ld f rom students 
their right to know, as nearly as 
possible, where they stand in c o m ­
parison wi th others. It is harmful 
because it weakens for senior stu­
d e n t s t he i m m e n s e l y i m p o r t a n t 
idea of standards in educat ion . This, 
of course, is not to say that it is easy, 
for smal l schools part icularly, to 
relate compar isons to wider norms, 
so that compar isons w i l l be truly 
meaningfu l . Recent efforts to popu­
lar ize the concep t of cr i ter ion—re­
ferenced standards are obv ious ly a 
move in the right d i rec t ion. 

Compara t ive forms of report ing, 
w i th reference to both schoolmates ' 
achievements and to wider norms, 
imply the possibi l i ty of fai lures. 
Shou ld that be disturbing? I, for one, 
am sure it should not, if we are con ­
sidering o lder students. In fact, fa i l ­
ure, l ike adversity, has its uses. 
Thomas Huxley put it most posi t ively 
when he said, 'There is the greatest 
pract ica l benef i t in mak ing a few 
fai lures early in l i fe. '* 

A n educat ion that shields a student 
f rom al l possible fa i lure does that 
student, in my op in ion , a great dis­
service. O f course it is true that noth­
ing succeeds l ike success, that every 

"Early in lite here means, in the context in 
which Huxley was writing, the late teens or 
early 20s. 

student should have the opportuni ty 
to succeed in something, that the 
bu i ld ing of ego-strength is a pr ime 
task of all who teach, but a wor ld 
(or school) in wh ich it was never 
possib le to d o anything but succeed 
wou ld be a wor ld for beings other 
than humans. 

It wou ld be a wor ld of unreal i ty, 
incapab le of br inging either joy or 
fu l f i l lment to man. |oy wi thout the 
possibi l i ty of sorrow is an impossi ­
b i l i ty ; l ikewise, it is impossib le to 
have true success wi thout the possi­
bi l i ty of failure, joy and sorrow, 
success and failure, are opposi te 
sides of single coins. If w e should 
ever succeed in e l iminat ing one side 
of these coins, we should lose the 
co ins themselves. Do we want to do 
that for those we teach? 

No , it seems to me that one of our 
tasks as educators is to enable 
ch i ldren to grow in strength (and in 
grace) so that failures may be over­
c o m e ; so that the who lao f l i femay be 
faced squarely and accep ted ; so that 
the possibi l i ty of fir, l.ng fu l f i l lment 
and happiness is enhanced rather 
than e l iminated. To do this we need 
to nourish ch i ldren wi th food appro­
priate to their stages of deve lopment , 
wi th mi lk and pablum in the early 
years, and wi th successively stronger 
foods later. 

Process Is Complex and Difficult 

The prob lem of evaluat ion and 
report ing pupi l progress in schoo l is 
therefore very much tied up wi th 
stages o f deve lopment , and is in­
evi tably complex and di f f icul t . 

To state f i rmly and categor ical ly 
tha t a l l i n v i d i o u s c o m p a r i s o n s 
should be avoided is not to say that 
al l compar isons are inv id ious. 

To state that one is concerned as 
a teacher only wi th a form of 
evaluat ion and reporting that is most 
benef ic ia l to the pupi l is not to say 
that one has necessari ly found such 
a form, for al l pupi ls, of al l ages. 

What is most necessary, in eva lu­
at ion, report ing and many other 
aspects o f -educa t i on , is that very 
careful and cont inuous considera­
t ion be given to the real develop­
mental needs of young people at 
var ious stages of their growth and 
of their becoming . • § 
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The ABC of 
Education's Goals 
Continued from page 55 
the better. If c lear goals or end-items 
of Type A exist, it becomes possible 
to p lan factual ly for all cont ingen­
cies in a perfect ly rational and log­
ical manner since, the value problem 
having been solved, the factual or 
means aspects of the problem can 
be concentrated upon. But surely 
in pub l i c educat ion it is compe l -
l ingly obv ious that there is no clear 
end- i tem. Publ ic educat ion is an 
open , not a c losed, system. Logica l , 
f a c t u a l , a l l - e m b r a c i n g , s y n o p t i c 
types of dec is ion-making do not 
seem part icular ly apropos to the 
contro l of publ ic educat ion. 

O n the other hand, the branch or 
incremental method of dec is ion­
mak ing proceeds by making short-
term or marginal va lue judgments 
b a s e d o n w h a t f a c t u a l e v i d e n c e 
there is at hand. The result ing value 
judgments and consequent po l icy 
dec is ions are subject in pract ice, 
therefore, to constant modi f ica t ion, 
al terat ion and change depending 
upon the posi t ive or negative feed­
back received. 

This incremental method is suited 
to the complex i ty o f real l i fe con ­
t ingency condi t ions and results in a 
type of intertwined value-and-fact 
dec is ion-mak ing process. It must be 
noted that by this method the de­
c l a r e d e n d s o r g o a l s — e d u c a t i o n , 
c i t i zensh ip or whatever—are con ­
t inual ly being mod i fed , and their 
very lack of def in i t ion affords the 
capac i ty for def ini t ion-in-f lux, for 
humanist ic reconstruct ion and, per­
haps, even for the deve lopment and 
exercise of w isdom in the affairs of 
of men. 

Wha t I am saying here is that 
mudd l ing through or disjointed in-
crementa l ism at least permits the 
possibi l i ty of, not to ment ion the 
incent ive for, artistic, creat ive and 
spec i f i ca l ly human accompl ishment 
because of the very plast ic i ty of the 
value-fact mix, whereas program­
m a t i c p l a n n i n g , r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n , 
computer iza t ion and the iogical 
conceptua l d ivorce of value from 
f a c t , w h i l e a l l ve ry w e l l i n t h e i r 

: p lace, constrain speci f ica l ly human 
types of problem-solv ing as pre-
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sented, for example, in the instance 
of Type B goals. 

Dis jo inted incremental ism seems, 
therefore, singularly appropriate to 
the problem of goals in educat ion . 

Where Do Teachora Fit In? 

The prob lem of goals is d i rect ly 
and int imately related to the pro­
f e s s i o n a l i s m of t e a c h e r s . I m e n ­
t ioned earl ier that there is a con ­
sensus that it is up to the people 
through their e lected representatives 

setting of goals is the cont inu ing 
and first priority problem. Here are 
some pract ical suggestions for deal ­
ing wi th this task. 
1. Name the who le constel lat ion of 
overt goals (Type A and B) wi thout 
concern for sophist icat ion or speci ­
f icity. 
2. At tempt to identi fy and discuss 
the covert (Type C) goals. Raising 
these to a level of consciousness 
and openness wi th in a conf ident ia l 
s e t t i n g c a n be a d v a n t a g e o u s in 
determin ing true group consensus 

to dec ide what the schools should 
do, and it is up to the teachers to 
d e c i d e how to d o it. T h e r e are 
fal lacies and dangers in this crude 
d ichotomy, but it is a part of the 
Anglo-Saxon t radi t ion. The expert 
(the teacher) should be subservient 
to the layman, the amateur. 'The 
expert should be on tap and not on 
top. ' 

By and large, school trustees need 
l i t t le conv inc ing about this p iece of 
convent iona l w i sdom, but, unfortu­
nately, the d i cho tomy between ends 
and means can by no means be so 
clear ly drawn. Ends and means are 
intertwined as I have attempted to 
show in the d iscussion of dis jointed 
i n c r e m e n t a l i s m . C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
teachers have a professional ob l i ­
gat ion to be concerned and involved 
in the dec is ion-making processes 
that establish the goals of pub l ic 
educat ion. Their invo lvement should 
be primari ly, but not exclusively, 
w i th the last of the pract ical sug­
gestions listed below. Not to become 
invo lved is to move in the d i rect ion 
of reducing the status of the teacher 
to that of a techn ic ian . To be c o n ­
cerned is to move toward ' : u e pro­
f e s s i o n a l i s m , t h e t r a n s l a t i o n o f 
educat ional ph i losphy into act ion. 

In the above discussion I have 
attempted to sort out some of the 
complexi t ies associated wi th goals 
a n d p u r p o s e s . For e d u c a t i o n a l 
leaders, part icular ly lay trustees, the 

and sett ing the l imits or perimeters 
more real ist ical ly lor the Type A and 
B goals. 
3. Re-examine the purposes stated 
in 1 and classi fy them into cate­
gories A and B. 
4. Dispose of the Type A goals by 
consensus. 
5. Direct attent ion to the remaining 
goals of Type B and agree to some 
cont inuous work ing arrangement for 
their speci f icat ion through the tech­
niques of increasing approximat ion 
and dis jointed incrementa l ism. 

This last stage also impl ies the 
establ ishment of some sort of pro­
cedure for undertaking the who le 
process (1-5) again in per iod ic re­
views. If these suggestions are fo l ­
lowed, rat ional i ty may increasingly 
tend to supplement the logic of the 
Cheshire fe l ine: 

'Wou ld you tell m e please, w h i c h 
way I ought to go from here?' 

'That depends a good deal on 
where you want to get to, ' said the 
Cat. 

'I don ' t m u c h care where . . .,' 
said A l i ce . 

'Then it doesn't matter wh i ch way 
you go, ' said the Cat . 

'. . . so long as I get somewhere,' 
A l i c e added as an explanat ion. 

' O h , you're sure to do that,' said 
t he C a t , ' i f y o u o n l y w a l k l o n g 
enough. ' § 
References available on request. 
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T h e s e T e a c h e r s H a v e R e t i r e d 
At the close of the school year in tunc, one hundred eighty-one teachers said farewell to their classes for the last time. 
Iwentytwo others, whose names are also listed here, retired during the six months prior to June 30 or during the two 
summer months. Seven teachers who taught at universities or regional colleges and five who left teaching before 1971 
out were granted deferred allowances during 1971 are also listed. To all these colleagues the Federation extends its good 
wishes for the future. 

Miles Malcolm Acheson, Cowichan 
Mrs. Lily D. Anderson, Maple Ridge 
Mrs. Ada Mary Avigdor, Williams Lake 
Mrs. Florence N. Backman, 

Vancouver Island West 
Mrs. Ellen Eliza Baldwin, Burnaby 
Lome Cecil Barclay, Vancouver 
Miss Marion Oliver Barrie, Nanaimo 
Mrs. Isobel Bate, Vancouver 
Mrs. Marcella E. Bell, West Vancouver 
Mrs. Miriam Bell, Mission 
Carl Herman Benell, Saanich 
Mrs. Barbara Ann Bennett, Victoria 
George Arthur Bishop, Courtenay 
Albert Forrester Black, Vancouver 
Mrs. Elsie Boone, North Vancouver 
Ewart Harry Bowering, Southern Okanagan 
Miss Sadie M. Boyles, UBC 
Mrs. Annie Bray, Peace River South 
Miss Alice M. E. Brown, Langley 
Miss Edith Mary Brown, West Vancouver 
Mrs. Frances Belfry Brown, Birch Island 
William McBeth Brown, Vancouver 
Stanley Ceorge Bryant, Sechelt 
Mrs. Ellen Margaret Byers, Richmond 
Mrs; VienoC. A. Cameron, Kelowna 
lames Alexander Campbell, Penticton 
Miss Mary E, Campbell, Vancouver 
Mrs. Winnetta M. Card, Burnaby 
Mrs. Lillian Carnell, Vanderhoof 
Frank Albert E. Child, Victoria 
Mrs. Margaret Neil Clarke, Vernon 
Mrs. Bessie H. Collins, Delta 
Geoffrey Edward Cook, Prince Rupert 
Mrs. Annie llene Corkery, Maple Ridge 
Miss Grace Jean Cornell, Victoria '., 
Miss Mollie E. Cottingham, UBC 
Miss AlbertaMinnie Cox, Courtenay 
William Samuel Creamer, Courtenay 
Mrs. Edith Mae Dane, Courtenay 
Mrs. Phyllis V. Davidson', Smithers 
Mrs. Margaret J, Davies, Qualicum 
Ernest Gerald Dawson, Delta 

• Douglas James Dewar, New Westminster 
Miss Ladona C. Dewell, Courtenay 
Mrs. Lillian Frances Dirks, Alberni ' 
Miss Marion Ethel Dobson, Victoria ; 
Mrs. Ida Jane Druce, Victoria 
Mrs. Phyllis B. Dulmage, Victoria 
Campbell Duncan, Vancouver 
James Arthur Dunster, Vancouver 
Miss Sheila Dwyer, Nanaimo 
Mrs. Constance M. Edwards, Vernon 
Mrs. Edna Mary Eckley, 

Vancouver Island North 
Miss Gudbjorg:Eggertson, Burnaby 

.Mrs. Annie May. Eld, Nanaimo 
-Cornelius Epp, Mission 
• George Edward Falconer,- Vernon ; 
• Miss Agnes Dodds Ferguson, l.adysmith 

John.Norton Fitchett, Richmond 
Mrs: Crace Mary Flather, Burnaby 
Miss Margaret C. H. Foster, Vancouver . 

: MrsiMary Georgina Fotherby,-, • • 
'. Skeena-Cassiar 

: Mrs; Margaret L. Fougberg, Howe Sound 
7 John Bichan Foubister, Ladysmith : , 

Mrs. Mary Janet Vera Frank, SkeenaCassiar 
; Mrs. Elva Louise Fraser, Burnaby 
: Mrs.* Annie Viola Frizzell,-Kimberley 
'Mrs: Alice Lillian Gibson, Cowichan >. & r 

Miss Eileen Isabeile Gibson, Courtenay , .; 
.Mrs. Anna Kathleen Gilmour, 

'North Vancouver. 

Edgar Arthur Gourlay, Vancouver 
Mrs. Bernice Irene Govier, Burnaby 
Mrs. Marion Murray Graham, 

Peace River South 
Mrs. Belle Grattan, Sechelt 
Mrs. Jane Elizabeth Cray, Nelson 
Mrs. Olive Adelaide Hackman, 

Summerland 
Mrs. Noreen Mary Halleran, Quesnel 
Carnet Russell Hardy, Vancouver 
Mrs. Alice Myrtle Hay, Victoria 
Mrs. Freda Katharine Heron, Abbotsford 
Mrs. Irene Rosetta Hicklenton, Howe Sound 
Mrs. Margaret Jean Hole, Smithers 
Mrs. Violet Alexandria Hou, Vancouver 
Mrs. Anna Pearl Hunter, Vancouver 
James Richard Hurford, Nanaimo 
Everett Franklin Hurt, Vancouver 
Mrs. Kathleen Phyllis James, Alberni 
Mrs. Lilian Mary Jenkins, Vancouver 
Mrs. Bridget Helen Johnson, Vancouver 
Mrs. Margaret Ann Johnson, Victoria 
Mrs. Marjorie Ethel -ohnson, 

Portage Mountain 
Miss Eleanor Loriane Jolliff, Vancouver 
Vernor Wilfred Jones, Kamloops 
Mrs. Isabel Almira Karula, Maple Ridge 
William Kay, Victoria 
Mrs. Dorothy E. Kenny, Penticton 
Mrs. Mary Stewart Kerr, Vancouver 
Mrs. Doris May Kinnear, Burnaby 
Mrs. Jessie Jemima Kullander, Kamloops 
Mrs. Isabel Florence Laird, Victoria 
Mrs. Agnes Marjorie Lambe, 

New Westminster 
Walter Sydney Lanning, UBC 
Miss Frances Margaret Large, Vancouver 
Mrs. Amy Nonnearl Larson, Vancouver 
Mrs. Jean Eva-May Ledgerwood, Vancouver 
George Menzies Ledingham, Vancouver 
Mrs. Clara Ellen Lee, Sechelt 
Mrs. Mary Ina Lindberg, Vancouver 
Mrs. Pearl Mardith Lindsay, Coquitlam 
Mrs. Ella Margaret Lockhart, Courtenay 
Charles Frederick Lucas, Burnaby 
David William Macdonald, Vancouver 
Kenneth Isaac Mackenzie, Penticton 

, John Kempton MacLeod, Vancouver 
Louise Mary McAlister, Vancouver 
Miss Margaret N. McAstocker, Penticton / 

: Mi ss Margaret C. McDonald,, Vancouver 
Miss Mary McDougal, Vancouver 
Mrs. Evelyn Blanche McGauley, Trail 
Mrs; Anne C. McGillivray, North Vancouver 
Joesph Mcllwain, Kamloops 
Charles Mears Mclntyre, North Vancouver 
Mrs;Sylvia Jennie McKay, Victoria 
Mrs. Rose Selena McKenzie, Courtenay 
Mrs. Cooj:ance Velma McKibbin, 
. Vancouver 

Cecil'Edward McLaughlin, Vancouver 
Mrs. Lois Elizabeth McLean, Victoria 
Alan John Alfred McLuckie, Burnaby 
Herman Mang, Nelson 
Mrs. Margaret Noble Martin, Chilliwack 
Mrs. Mary Davidson Martin, Vancouver 
Miss Shirley Isabeile Mayse, Vancouver 
Orin M.Melsness, Langley 
Laurence St. John Miller, Saanich 
William Minaty, New Westminster :• 
Mrs. Nellie F. M. Mitchell, Williams Lake 
John Lewis Monroe,.Vancouver 
Miss Elizabeth M. Moodie, Vancouver 
Samuel Philip Morin, Surrey ' 

Mrs. Isabel Helen Morrison, Vancouver 
Mrs. Jessie Maud Mulder, Kamloops 
Harry Elsworth Myers, Vancouver 
Jacob V. Neufeld, Vancouver 
Miss Helen Todd Nisbet, Merritt 
Mrs. Violet Thelma Palfreyman, Surrey 
Miss Lillian Margaret Palmer, Vancouver 
Fred Edward Parsons, Nelson 
Mrs. Anna Ceneve O. Pausche, Ladysmith 
Mrs. Marion C. Pennington, Cranbrook 
Mrs. Lillian Edna Peterson, Sechelt 
Mrs. Dorothy D. T. Pillsbury, Vancouver 
Mrs. Isabel Mina Pitt, Coquitlam 
Miss Kathlyne Mary Porter, Nelson 
jerrald Alexander Potts, Peace River South 
Miss Julia Lamont Reekie, 

Okanagan College 
William Seigfried Richardson, Langley 
Mrs. May Ridley, Victoria 
Mrs. Margery L. Ringheim, Creston-Kaslo 
Murdoch McLeod Robertson, Cowichan 
Mrs. Violet L: Robertson, Sooke 
Alexander Fisher Robinson, Vancouver 
Mrs. Gladys Wynne Rorke, Vancouver 
Ivor Eugene Scott, Vancouver 
Mrs. Frances Evelyn Seney, Surrey 
Earl Benjamin Severson, Sechelt 
Mrs. Kathleen May Sims, Kimberley 
Mrs, Jean Miller Singer, Nanaimo 
James Easton Smith, UBC 
Mrs. Evelyn E. Southwell, North Vancouver 
Sidney Helmer Standen, Burnaby 
Randolph Perley Staniforth, Langley 
James Fenwick Allan Stuart, 

North Vancouver 
Mrs. Annie Swyck, Agassiz 
Mrs. Janet Isabeile Taylor, Cowichan 
Mrs. Jean Gentle Taylor, Campbell River 
Mrs. Katherine Elsie Taylor, Kelowna 
John Bertrand Teir, Vancouver,. . 
Francis John Templeton, Vancouver 
Mrs. Mary Kathleen Thomas, 

North Vancouver 
Mrs. Myrtle Fern Thome, Vancouver 
Mrs. Mabel Beth Thorton, Vancouver 
Harold James Todd, Smithers 
Mrs. Mona Jean C. Fucker, Victoria . 
David Howieson Tully, Penticton 
David N. Van Ness, Vancouver 
Mrs. Helen Isabel Vant. Quesnel 
HorstE. Von Wittgenstein, 

Vancouver City College 
Mrs. Erma Lucille Walden, Vancouver 
Bertram Edwards Wales, Vancouver 
Robert Thomas Wallace, 

i\ University of Victoria 
> "Mrs:" Dorothy Walters, Chilliwack 
' Herbert James Walters, Sooke 
Mrs. Pearl Webster, Richmond 
Wilfred George Webster, Vancouver 
Mrs. Gwladys May Welsh, Victoria 
Mrs. Margaret V. Wheatley, Trail ? 

Mrs. Dorothy E. White, Victoria 
Arthur Bassett Whittred, Creston-Kaslo 

• Roscoe Benjamin Williams, Delta , 
Mrs. Irene Margaret Wilson, (\.arnlocps 
Mrs. Vurgaret E. Wilson, West Vancouver 
Mrs. Helen May Witt, Victoria 
Sidney Eric Woodman, Vancouver 
Mrs. Mary Margaret Woods, Golden 
Miss Muiiel Isobel Young, Penticton t 

\ 
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f A n y attempt to improve educat ion 
by deve lop ing a 'program' or by 
chang ing a program is doomed to 
fai lure. It is someth ing l ike saying to 
a furniture builder, 'Design for me 
some or iginal and contemporary 
furniture for this room. However, 
you may use on ly the material in the 
existing furniture of this room. If 
you really get stuck, you can get 
some of the other furniture out of 
the shed behind the house. ' 

We can' t make educat ion relevant 
by in t roducing a new course or by 
re-aligning courses in a new pro­
gram. Even the recent suggestion to 
do away wi th all constants except 
English 11 and 12, Social Studies 11 
and Physical Educat ion 11 is inade­
quate. 

Educat ion is in deep trouble wi th 
young people, and offer ing a new 
product w i l l not be enough. (I've 
been gui l ty myself of just that in 
advocat inganenv i ronmenta l studies 
course.) They don't want to buy; 
they want to be invo lved. 

Wha t I should l ike to suggest is 
the total abol i t ion of courses. This 
is just about the on ly measure that 
wi l l come at all c lose to the goal of 
truly humaniz ing educat ion. And 
human iz ing educat ion must be our 
goa l : if we try for much longer to 
adhere to the knowledge-dispensing 
factory not ion, we shall be sunk. A 
g l a n c e at H e r m a n K a h n ' s and 
An thony j . Wiener 's table of 'one 
hundred technica l innovat ions very 
l ikely in the last third of the 20th 
century ' w i l l reveal that there wou ld 
have to be a very large number of 
'knowledge courses' to try to encom­
pass al l of these techn ica l innova­
t ions. 

W h a t w e shal l have to do , instead, 
is to offer students the help they 
n e e d t o d e v e l o p t h e h u m a n re­
sources of conf idence and resi l iency 
necessary to deal w i th such a tech­
nologica l wor ld . That deve lopment 
can c o m e on ly through c lose human 

contact , wi thout the impediment of 
course content . 

I spoke some t ime ago to a capable 
and intel l igent girl who 'couldn' t do 
math ' and was, consequent ly, on 
the s e c r e t a r i a l p r o g r a m . She is 
locked in the room with the out­
moded furniture of speci f ic course 
requirements. The program that was 
supposed to help her prepare for 
l i f ewasdo ing her harm—she doesn't 
want to be a secretary. Do away 
wi th programs, I say, and then wi th 
courses entirely. 

This obv ious ly isn't a new idea. 
The BCTF Commiss ion on Educat ion 
was one of the more recent groups 
to say something much l ike it. Here 
are a few of the Commiss ion 's re­
commendat ions : 
• The program of special t ies of the 
present secondary school should be 
e l iminated. 

Mr. Dressier teaches at Coquitlam's 
Centennial 'Secondary School. 

• Human relations and commun ica ­
t ion should be the only required 
areas of study in the secondary 
schoo l . A l l other areas should be 
opt iona l . 
• Students should be able to choose 
from an extensive array of courses. 
The diversity should be contro l led 
on ly by the size of the school and 
the interests and ingenuity of the 
students and teachers. 

The last recommendat ion is al­
most on the mark. But as long as 
there is a 'course, ' wi th a curr icu lum 
and standards and letter grades im­
pl ied, there isn't enough of a change. 

What we should have, instead, 
are just teachers and students, who 
are a l l l ea rne rs , w i t h no a r t i f i c i a l 
role behavior separating them. W e 
shall provide the means whereby a 
student and a teacher wi th simi lar 
learning interests can come together. 

This can be done by pres id ing a 
teacher descr ipt ion rather than a 
course descr ipt ion. It might work 
l ike this: 

O n registration day, students c o m ­
ing into school wou ld f ind posted 
the names of all the teacher-learners 
in the schoo l . A l o n g wi th their names 
wou ld be listed their educat ional 
backgrounds, their special interests, 
their special experience and, per­
haps, a brief out l ine cf the kinds of 
learning experiences the teacher 
has p lanned for the semester. There 
wou ld be spaces for the names of 
the number of learners the teacher 
cou ld reasonably be expected to 
work w i th—maybe 50, or 100, de­
pending on the organizat ion of the 
schoo l . If a student found the tea­
chers he was interested in were a l ­
ready booked up, he wou ld have to 
make second cho ices (as w e of ten 
have to do in other c i rcumstances). 

W h e n wou ld a student attain 
graduation? W h e n the school 's learn­
ing experts, w i th the student's best 
interests at heart, dec ided he had 
learned enough. 

What about university entrance 

W e h a v e L e s s o n A i d s 

f o r a l l t h e g r a d e s 

BCTF Lesson Aids Service 
#105 - 2235 Burrard Street, Vancouver 9 

JIM PATTISON LTD., 
MAIN AT 18th 

PONTIAC • BUICK • VENTURA • LEMANS • FIRENZA • G.M.C. 
TRUCKS CAMPERS & TRAILERS • MINI MOTOR TRAIL BIKES. 
SPECIAL Fleet Plan available to teachers CONTACT BEN BELL or 
MIKECANIC. 

JIM PATTISON LTD. 
MAIN AT 18th P H O N E 879-4233 
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standards? These are for the uni­
versities to mainta in. 

W h a t if a student wants to change 
teachers? By all means let h im. 

W h a t if the learning takes more 
or less than one semester? Let it. 
W h y should f ive months, or ten, be 
such a magic length of time? 

Wha t wou ld happen to a student 
w h o couldn ' t f ind his part icular 
kinds of learning experiences in the 
school? He should be encouraged 
and assisted to f ind the school where 
they are avai lable. 

W h a t about a student w h o f inds 
that his teacher- learning assistant 
has moved to another school? He 
should move also, if he decides it's 
worth it. (It was so, in Greece's gold­
en age of learning.) 

M u c h of educat ion occurs outs ide 
the schoo l . If what goes on inside the 
schoo l is to be valuable, it must be 
human and it must satisfy very in­
d iv idual needs. Paul G o o d m a n , in 
Compulsory Mis-education, s a y s : 
'The future—if we survive and have 
a future, w h i c h is t o u c h - a n d - g o -
wi l l certainly be more leisurely. If 
that leisure is not to be comple te ly 
inane and piggishly affluent, there 
must be a commun i t y and c iv i c 
cul ture. There must be more em­
p loyment in human services and 
less in the product ion of hardware 
gadgets; more c i t izen ly ini t iat ive 
and less regimentat ion; and in many 
spheres, decent ra l izat ion of cont ro l 
and administrat ion. For these pur­
poses, , t h e t o p - d o w n d i c t a t e d n a ­
t ional : plans and educat ional me­
thods that are now the fad are qui te 
irrelevant. ' 

It is part icular ly important to take 
this adv ice to heart right now when 
educat ion in B.C. is in danger c f 
becoming rigid and unchanging be­
cause our at tent ion is be ing drawn t o 
the other needs. W e have been rela­
t ively successful in making changes 
in the school year, in some courses, 
in some methods. We need to c o n ­
t inue to press for humane and c o n ­
structive evo lu t ion ; otherwise the 
schoo l w i l l become, to the drop-outs 
and to much of society, a cur iosi ty 
l ike the b lacksmi th shop that re­
ma ined, and where smal l boys c a m e 
to stand and stare, long after the 
au tomob i le had taken over the road­
ways. . § 
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A T T E N T I O N C U R L E R S 

XMAS OPEN BONSPIEL, DECEMBER 28, 29 and 30 
MARPOLE CURLING CLUB 
DEADLINE DECEMBER 10 

ENTRY FORM 

TEACHERS' OPEN BONSPIEL 

NAME OF RINK 

MEMBERS 

ADDRESS 

Entry Fee $40. Cheque or Cash. 

Payable to D. A. McLachlan 
Livingstone Elementary School 

315 East 23nd Avenue, Vancouver 10 
OPEN TO ALL BCTF MEMBERS. AFFILIATES, WIVES, HUSBANDS 

Answers to last month's crossword puzzle 

ACROSS 

1. Mephistopheles 18. Hatred 
9. Spume 20. Enigma 

DOWN 

1. Missing the boat 14. Exemption 

10. Bucktooth 
11. Indispose 
12. River 
13. Carden 
16. Catsup 
17. Arc 

24. Blimp 
25. Terrorist 
27. Abolition 
28. Basic 
29. Sign of the times 

2. Plunder 
3. Ideas 
4. Taboos 
5. Pucker 
6. Entertain 
7. Evolves 
8. Sharp practices 

15. Fry 
19. Tripoli 
21. Grissom 
22. A thief 
23. French 
26. Orbit 

CHARTER FLIGHTS 
Vancouver 

Pedagogical Society 
( s i n c e 1 9 6 7 ) 

London - Boeing 707 — $310 
June 27 - August 4 
July 24 - August 23 

51/2 weeks 
30 days 

To give a greater flight selection we 
have taken a minimum number of seats 
on several flights. Write to us with your 
special request. 

Ted and Helen Hunt, 
2735 West 30th Ave., Vancouver 8, B.C. 

261-3887 

p a c i f i c n o r t h m u s i c 
Western Canadas laslest growing 
sound music and recording complex 
announces its new services to schools 

• EDUCATIONAL TAPE 
DUPLICATION I 

• FULL SOUNDS VIDEO * 
EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

• STUDIO 3 8-TRACK \ 
RECORDING STUDIO : \ 

• RECORD PRESSING ^ 
FACILITIES FOR SCHOOL 
BANDS & CHOIRS 

• SHEET MUSIC PUBLICATION 
& DISTRIBUTION 

2190 W. 12TH AVE VANCOUVER 9. S C. 
736-7626 
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THIS M O N T H . . . 
w e are pleased to present the first 

of two parts of an 'omnibus ' review 
by our o ld fr i ' pd and recent ly re­
t i red col league, Ceorge Cockburn . 
Ceorge, in a weak moment , vo lun­
teered to submit ' a l itt le something ' 
f rom t ime to t ime if we so desired. 
W e d id , and a total ly prodigious 
amount of material has poured into 
your editor's mai lbox dur ing the past 
few weeks. We are grateful for your 
interest, Ceorge, and thank you for 
seeing us through an otherwise dry 
spel l ! 

AS O F M I D - O C T O B E R . . . 
the September-October issue is 

just be ing mai led, so I have no way 
of knowing what the response wi l l 
b e f r o m o u r u rgen t p l e a f o r re­
viewers. W e ant ic ipate several re­
pl ies, and f rom as many different 
interest-areas as possible. O n e word 
of cau t ion , however—somet imes 
w e just don' t get f rom publ ishers 
the books we should l ike to review. 
This can often lead to delays in get­
t ing books to you . To offset this w e 
are always pleased to cons ider un­
solicited reviews of books you feel 
shou ld be inc luded here. So don' t 
ho ld back, readers. 

O V E R H E A R D IN A C O U N S E L L O R ' S 
OFF ICE . . . 

'I can truthful ly say that I've never 
been in the top half of my class in 
schoo l , but I was always in the group 
that made the top half possib le! ' 

— C . D. Nelson 

T O B.C., WITH LUV! 
In recent years, there has been an 

accelerat ion in the product ion of 
B.C. local histories, thanks to the 
centennia ls that fostered both loca l 
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patr iot ism and demand. Some of 
these volumes have deserved and 
got a w ide c i rcu la t ion. These were 
often writ ten by good journalists 
l ike Bea Hami l ton and A lan Mor ley , 
by careful students wr i t ing accept­
a b l y l i k e D e r e k P e t h i c k , o r by 
amaz ing 'natural-writer' amateurs 
such as Cliff Kopas and Captain 
James Barr. 

If you knew these dear ships, you 
w i l l f ind the story of the North Van­
couver Ferries a happy l i t t le book 
(Ferry Across the Harbour, by Cap­
t a i n James Bar r , M i t c h e l l P ress , 
c1969, $4.75). Besides the wel l - to ld 
main theme, here are memories of 
passengers, operat ing personnel, 
and pioneers of the North Shore. 
And that Second Narrows Bridge, 
wh i ch sometimes wasn't, as wel l as 
16 pages of photos. It is a legacy, 
for the Captain died just before its 
pr int ing. 

Bea Hami l ton writes wi t t i ly and 
comprehensive ly of that love ly spot 
in the Gu l f of Georgia where she 
was born and grew up. Her Salt Sp:ing 
Island (Mi tche l l Press, CI969, $6.50) 
makes clear why today she is its 
chief journalist. In part icular, one 
enjoyed her treatment o f the or ig­
inal Negro co lony , the later-arriving ; 
Kanakas and the various Indians. 
She gives a f ine and often exci t ing 
picture of the whi te and Japanese 
settlers, and carries the narrative 
into the 1960s. Included are a good 
index, two ful l-page maps and not 
a faw past-and-present photographs. 

Cli f f Kopas, author of Bella Coola 
(Mi tche l l Press, c1970, $6.95), de­
scribes his wr i t ing as ' fun. ' He and 
his young wi fe rode there f rom A l ­

berta, 38 years ago, and he has been 
very act ive in its exci t ing l i fe for 
38 years. Mos t teachers and second­
ary students wi l l enjoy this book's 
l ively style and str iking quotat ions, 
such as his detai led extracts f rom 
Alexander M a c k e n z i e or the detai ls 
f rom the letters of that ' long, lean, 
learned and loquacious ' museum 
col lector , B. Fi l l ip Jacobsen. They 
wi l l be amazed by the saga of the 
bu i ld ing of the Be l la Coo la-Anah im 
road. O n e cou ld enthusiast ical ly go 
on , b u t . . . The book has also con­
siderable reference potent ial on the 
Coast and Interior Indians (often 
primary source material) ; the fur 
trade and post l i fe; coastal explora­
t ion as wel l as the Car iboo G o l d 
Rush. Twenty-six photographs and a 
good index are inc luded, but ahs , 
no detai led map. 

If you wish to augment or br ing 
up to date your Vancouver from 
Milltown to Metropolis, by A l a n 
M o r l e y ( M i t c h e l l P ress , c 1 9 6 9 , 
$6.95), this second edi t ion came to 
press eight years after the first. It 
has been changed by: the addi t ion 
of some 20 excel lent photos; the re­
p lacement of some o ld i l lustrations 
by m o d e m versions; the br inging up 
to date of several chapters and the 
index; and the de let ion of the list of 
i l lustrations, wh ich is a pi ty s ince 
the m a n y f i n e p i c t u r e s are no t 
indexed. 

Born in Vancouver in 1905 and 
educated there, in Pent ic ton and at 
U B C , M r . Mo r l ey is now an editor ial 
writer w i th The Sun. His intent ion is 
' to paint a p icture of the l iv ing Van­
couver, as I know it' (Preface). Per­
haps in t h b case one wi l l not too 
greatly miss some 'apparatus, ' for 
here we have the proud and happy 
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CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL 
D E V E L O P M E N T A G E N C Y 

G o v e r n m e n t of C a n a d a 

EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
T h e C a n a d i a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l D e v e l o p m e n t 

A g e n c y (CIDA), in co -ope ra t i on wi th p rov inc ia l 
Depa r tmen ts of E d u c a t i o n , of fers an impor tant 
oppor tun i t y to both E n g l i s h and F r e n c h s p e a k i n g 
C a n a d i a n s e c o n d a r y t eache rs , t e a c h e r t ra iners, 
educa t i ona l r e s e a r c h spec ia l i s t s and adv isors to 
con t r i bu te to the a d v a n c e m e n t of d e v e l o p i n g 
coun t r i es . 

C I D A suppo r t s educa t i ona l p r o g r a m m e s in 
A f r i c a , A s i a , the C o m m o n w e a l t h C a r i b b e a n a rea 
and Lat in A m e r i c a . 

CONTRACT DURATION 
A s s i g n m e n t s are norma l l y for a m i n i m u m of 

two yea rs , wi th con t rac ts for 1972-1974 c o m ­
m e n c i n g in S e p t e m b e r . 

QUALIFICATIONS 
E d u c a t o r s w h o are C a n a d i a n c i t i zens wi th 

p o s t - s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l t ra in ing a n d / o r voca t i ona l 
cer t i f i ca t ion , p ro fess iona l t each ing qua l i f i ca t ions 
and norma l l y at least f ive yea rs t each ing e x p e r ­
i e n c e are inv i ted to app ly for o v e r s e a s a s s i g n ­
ments . C a n d i d a t e s shou ld be qua l i f i ed to t e a c h , 
insti uct, or a d v i s e in o n e of the fo l l ow ing f ie lds : 

Advisors: Education Planning and Statistics 
Technical/Vocational Administration 
Curriculum Development 

Technologists: 
Engineering — Civi l , Mechanical , Electrical, Electronic 
Architecture — Building Construction 

Teacher Trainers: 
Primary and Secondary Levels — Math/Sc ience 

— Commercial 
— Technical/Vocational 

Secondary Teachers: Commercial Subjects 
Machine Shop 
Industrial Arts 
Building Trades 
Automotive Trades 

E d u c a t o r s p o s s e s s i n g appropr ia te qua l i f i ca ­
t i ons are inv i ted to wr i te for furcher in format ion 
and app l i ca t i on fo rms to: 

Manpower Resources Division 
The Canadian International Development Agency 

122 Bank Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

K1AOG4 

elegance in hrdesign 
for the most discriminating 

n e w 1972 

h a n d c r a f t e d 

26' giant-screen console featuring color tv's largest and finest picture. 
oi.o 
Unique! Designed lo appeal to the avant-garde. 
Ultra Modern styling lor the most contemporary 
room settings. Cabinet finished In Bermuda Th© A V A N T E 
Shell White high gloss lacquer finish with r a i o n v 
Rosewood color lop. Titan 101 Handcrafted * G 4 7 3 D X 
Chassis. Solid-State Super Gold Video Guard 
Tuner. AFC —Automatic Fine-tuning Control. 

Featuring a totally advanced 
Chromacolor system for a picture 
so much brighter, so much sharper, 
with so much greater contrast 
and detail —you really have to 
see it, to see it! 
S e e al l t h e la tes t C o l o r T V , B W T V , S t e r e o , 
R a d i o a n d P h o n o g r a p h at y o u r n e a r e s t Z e n i t h 
D e a l e r . 

The quality goes in belore the name goes on • 
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wri t ing of a native son on his Van­
couver—its beginnings, Cas town, 
growth and booms and busts, two 
Wor ld Wars, vignettes of leaders, 
sports and the modern ci ty. Not to 
ment ion the many people and things 
you can happi ly trace through an 
8-page doub le -co lumn index. 

Derek Pethick, who wrote the 
next three books here reviewed, was 
born in V ic to r ia in 1920. He is a 
graduate of U B C (major in history) 
and has done post-graduate work 
at U V i c , as wel l as much wri t ing 
for the C B C . Between researches 
in the Provinc ia l Arch ives, he farms 
in Saanich. ' 

His books are very thorough—ex­
cel lent bibl iographies, a wealth of 
footnotes, wh i ch often conta in ad­
di t ional in format ion as wel l as mere 
reference, adequate i l lustrations and 
fair indexes (not cover ing i l lustra­
tions). He has several f ine styles 
wisely adapted to varied matter, and 
can quote effect ively. 

His S.S. Beaver; the Ship that 
Saved the West (Mi tche l l Press, 
c1970, $9.75) gives good detai l on 

i ts B r i t i sh b u i l d i n g , i ts e p i c t r ip 
around the Horn to our Northwest, 
and its high days of service to the 
Hudson's Bay Company and our 
infant government. It traces her 
gradual dec l ine after these glories 
to m a i d - o f - e v e r y b o d y ' s - a l l - w o r k , 
how she l i terally went on the rocks 
in 1888, and then, after four years 
of being wel l photographed and 
'souvenired, ' sank into 20 kindly 
fathoms off Vancouver 's Prospect 
Point. A chapter on 'Rel ics and 
Souvenirs ' is of part icular interest, 
for, l ike the rest of the book, it has 
many photographs and reproduc­
t i o n s . T ' l e s e , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
strong b inding of the vo lume (9" x 
9 " in size), make it very suitable for 
all school l ibraries. Teachers and 
secondary students wi l l also profit 
by the written history, very much of 
wh ich wi l l be new to them. 

Ma in land teachers and secondary 
students wi l l enjoy this next book 
almost as much as wi l l V ic to r ia resi­
dents and tourists, for there is much 
fo r e v e r y o n e in M r . P e t h i c k ' s 
Victoria: the Fort (Mi tchel l Press, 
C1968, $7 .50) , w h i c h takes t h e 

capital 's story to 1864. (It began 
wi th the Ice Age, as you wi l l f ind in 
Chapter One ! ) 

Two very important chapters de­
serve special ment ion ; C h . 1 on B.C. 
Coast Indians and Ch . 2, wh ich is 
about explorers and the early fur 
trade. The rest is expectab le—much 
about Sir James Douglas, the early 
Ci ty and Counc i l , the litt le Assembly, 
the quiet or stormy leaders of the 
c i ty. Wise ly , Mr . Pethick includes 
also the lesser things (if they are) — 
real ladies, teachers and schools, 
clergy and churches, early settlers 
wi th healthy f irmness, Indians and 
their d i f f icul t ies; theater . . . O n e 
might have wished for more that 
one wanted to see—more on the 
Ang l i can schools, on societ ies, c lubs 
and sports, on cultural l i fe at the 
Fort. But there has been a good and 
qui te comprehensive coverage, wi th 
many excel lent portraits and photos 
of street scenes, inc lud ing the va lu­
able ful l page overlay of modern 
V ic tor ia f rom the air, wi th ind ica­
t ion of where o ld bui ldings once 
stood. 

A l l the wor ld loves a success story. 

MRm / V ' / j ^ W i 

llTTLE PROFIT 
SAVES YOU MORE ON 
•CHEVROLETS 
• OLDSMOBILES 
•TRUCKS 
• LEASING 
• PARTS 
• SERVICE 
• OKUSEDCARS&TRUCKS 

SPECIAL FLEET & LEASE 
PRICES TO ALL TEACHERS 
CALL: BERT CAVALIER 

- FLEET MGR. 

K g t S K I D I C K I R W I N 
l ^ S R f l CHEVROLET OLDSMOBILf LTD. 

I 845 Marine Pf.. North Van.. B.C. 987-5231 

teach . . . train . . . 
more effectively 

p r o l e c t u a l s . 

CHART-PAK's® Visual Instructional Materials Kit lets you 
fit standard transparencies to your particular classroom 
needs, lets you create original projectuals, without costly 

-'.equipment 
VIM Kit contains everything you need . . . and easy to 

use! Chart-Pak's pressure-sensitive solid color and pattern 
tapes, pre-printed symbols, Deca-Dry® transfer lettering, 
Contak color tints, shading films and all accessories are 
included. Using is believing... write for complete VIM Kit 
information. 

C h r r t p r k R o t e x 
Distributed by: 

T H E G E O . H . H E W m C O . L T D . 

944 Richards St., Vancouver 2, B.C. Tel. 682-5861 
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Teach 

Overseas for 

Two Years 
A f r i c a - C a r i b b e a n -

A s i a " L a t i n A m e r i c a 

Developing nations are putting increas­
ing emphasis on education. More 
students are attending secondary 
school than ever before, and as a result 
the shortage of trained, experienced 
teachers remains acute. 

CUSO expects to receive over 300 re­
quests for Canadian teachers in 1972. ' 

In greatest demand are teachers of En­
glish, math, physics, chemistry and 
French. Most positions are at secon­
dary and post-secondary level. Some 
teachers are also required for special 
courses such as English as a second 
language and remedial reading. 

School buildings and facilities vary 
enormously from one area to another. 
What matters is that you are able to 
adapt to living and teaching in an envi­
ronment that will be unlike any you 
have encountered in Canada. 

All CUSO assignments aru for a mini­
mum of two years, and most school 
boards will now grant a leave of ab­
sence to teachers applying to CUSO. 
As an employee of your host govern­
ment you will be paid at about the ' 

. same rate as a local teacher—'perhaps 
not much by Canadian standards, but 

• enough for a reasonably romfoitable 
living standard. 

CUSO provides training and transporta­
tion, a comprehensive medical, dental 

- -9.-.d iife insurance programme and a 
resettlement allowance on completion 
of assignment. Except in some high 
priority cases, families may only be 

' accepted if both husband and wife are 
prepared to work and children are be-

: low school age. 

For more information on CUSO and 
teaching positions available, write: 

Ken McNeely, 
CUSO Educational Recruiter 

v ; 151 Slater Street 
Ottawa, Ontario. KIP 5H5 

V ) 

Such is the third of this author's 
books—James Douglas: Servant of 
Two Empires (Mi tche l l Press, c1969, 
$7.50). It tuils how this Scott ish boy 
rises from obscur i ty through very 
hard work, in loneliness and the 
shadow of init ial fai lure, to become 
Sir James Douglas, K.C.B. , Governor 
of two Brit ish colonies. His career 
wel l i l lustrates the value of taking 
def in i te stands after p lanning, and 
how, when one can't w in , to c o m ­
promise so as to retain init iatives for 
a sunnier tomorrow! Conversely, it 
is also the i i fe of a man who stayed 
loyal to fe l low workers, employers, 
Bri tain and Canada —and especial ly 
to his dean fami ly. 

Mr. Pethick is not afraid to inc lude 
in a good portrait the blemishes of 
greatness—occasional hardness and 
austerity, the 'seeking for the correct 
th ing ' as Sir James went up in the 
wor ld , and the strong prejudices 
a n d c o n s e r v a t i s m of a m a n w h o 
wanted and created order. Yet think 
of some of the things he bui l t and 
conserved—the rule of law, the early 
churches and schools, the integrity 
of the boundaries that faced two 
mighty nations, the infant econo­
mies and communica t ions of Island 
and M a i n l a n d , and a c i ty worth 
l iv ing in even dur ing the confusions 
of the C o l d Rush invasion. As his 
great f r iend, Bishop Cridge, summed 
it all up at the funeral of Sir James, 
' T h e r ight m a n was in the r ight 
p lace. ' A man and a book to re­
m e m b e r . — C . H. Cockburn 

DRAMA 
Child Drama in Action, 

A Practical Manual for Teachers, 

by B i l l vTyas. Gage, c.1971. $6.25 

T his is a very handsome book, well con­
structed with hard covers and an excellent 
example of the printer's art. As the title sug­
gests, it is for the teacher, not the student. 

The author was a pupil of Peter.Slade in 
England, consequently much of the Pe'er 
Slade 'method' comes through in the book, 
but this is tempered by the fact that Billy 
Tyas has been a professional actress and 
director and consequently adds much of 
that practical aspect of creativity that o.ily 
the individual artist can possess. 

Elementary teachers should find this book 
useful. Those teachers who also possess an 
effective background and appreciation of 
music, art and other creative pursuits will 
find thi:. book enjoyable and of great prac-
ticarvalue in combining work in various 
subjects, aimed at the all-important purpose 
of stimulating the child's imagination. 

The book also contains a very good list of 
records suggested for use in conjunction 

with the various activities. Considering the 
present state of the record market, the selec­
tions may lie out-of-date, but the titles will 
act as a guide. 

This is not ,i publication tor the book-
bound teacher but for the one with imagin­
ation and inventiveness. Whichever category 
you may belong to, it will be well worth your 
while lo get a copy of this book. It could do 
much to brighten the imaginative lives of the 
youngsters under your care. — John Gctgood 

ENGLISH 
The Dimensions of English: 

A Concise Compendium, 

by John M c M u r t y . 
Holt , Rinehart & Wins ton , c1970. 
Pnperbound. Price not stated 

It sounds like a good itlea. A compendium 
for English teachers and students, 'on every 
area of their subject,' arranged alphabetically 
for fingertip reference, and all in one paper­
back volume of just over 300 pages. Here, 
in three tidy sections is much of what the 
average English teacher requires in a life­
time: literary terms, from alliteration to 
zeugma; literary figures, with a special sec­
tion on Canadians; and the grammar and 
logic of language analysis. 

This is an impressive array and could be 
an invaluable reference for English students 
who often require quick information in con­
cise form, especially information that is hard 
to locate in good, summary form, or is simply 
hard to locate, period. 

But how useful is the book? The greatest 
strength of such a volume, what separates 
it from all other literature dictionaries and 
handy references, surely must be in its strong 
(a) contemnorary, and (b) Canadian slant. 
And here, unfortunately, is where this book 
has its greatest weaknesses. 

At a time when people are lapping up 
McKuen, Tolkien. Bradbury and even Lennon, 
there are none of these mentioned along­
side the old regulars (Milton, Tennyson, 
Eliot). Heme, but not Hesse; Rilke, but not 
Roethke; Frost, but not Ferlinghetti; Pinter, 
but not Albee; Theater of the Absurd, but 
not Bread and Puppet. 

Recent material is weak, too, in the short 
(13 pages) Canadian section. Avison, but 
not Atwood; Nowlan, but not Newlove. The 
author, in his introduction, does apologize 
.for omissions, but unfortunately what is in­
cluded does not distinguish the work from 
many other similar references lining English 
teachers' bookshelves these days. 

— James Hoffman 

MATHEMATICS 
The Growth of Understanding 

Mathematics: Kindergarten through 

GradeThree, by Kenneth Lovel l . 
Holt , Rinehart & Wins ton , c1971, 
204 pp., paperbound. N o pr ice given 

Textbooks for elementary school teachers 
on how to teach mathematics are numerous 
indeed. However, it seems that in many of 
these books the assumption is made that a 
young child acquires notions of number and 
other mathematical concepts just from 
teaching. ^Usually an attempt is made by 
authors to make mathematics learning con­
sistent with the structure of the subject 
matter and frequently little attention is paid 
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T H E 

C A N A D I A N 

C O L L E G E 

O F T E A C H E R S 

A national organization aiming 
to establish a learned society 

within the teaching profession, 
embracing properly qualified, 

proven and outstanding educators 
from all levels of teaching. 

Membership Inquiries 

S. R. BERRY, (Sec. Treas.) 

39 Leacock Way Box 760 Kanata, Ontario 

S i m o n F r a s e r U n i v e r s i t y F a c u l t y o f E d u c a t i o n 

Applications are invited from teachers interested in securing 
an appointment as Associate of the Professional Development 
Centre. Appointments are two semesters (8 months) beginning 
in late August, 1972. Successful applicants will be informed 
by no later than April 30,1972. 

Persons appointed as Associates work in the Professional 
: Development Program for teachers through school visitations, 
by counselling, instructing and assisting students both in 

* schools throughoutthe province and on the university campus. 
Qualifications for the position are normally an appropriate 

•degree and 5 years recent experience in classroom teaching. 

The salary paid to Associates is commensurate with the salary 
scale for the district in which the applicant is currently teach­
ing. Neither administrative nor other allowances are taken 
into account in the salary calculation. There is a special need 
for Associates experience;, in the areas of primary teaching, 
Art, Music and French. Teachers with expertise in these areas 
are encouraged to apply. 

As it will be necessary for successful applicants to arrange 
for leaves of absence from their current positions, it is sug­
gested that interested teachers write for application forms 
immediately/Applications must be received by December 
31,1971. 

Enquires should be addressed to:j., - n .• 
& 3 S of I S a t f f l i S r F r a s e r University, Burnaby 2, B.C. 
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B I R K S 

&B 
*lJour aifl id aiwayi 

appreciated wken 

tf'd from Hirlii 

B I R K S 
J E W E L L E R S 

G R A N V I L L E AT G E O R G I A 
O A K R I D G E - PARK ROYAL 
O R C H A R D PARK, K E L O W N A 

Educator Approved 
Diazo Transparency 
Master Books 

Here's how 
a Master Book 
program can 

he put 
into effect... 

t talaat 
book. Cacti coh), nr avarta, Mi 
TinHHad |.anaea>ane/ la prtolad 

a a aapaiala maala, — caiafully 

Inc impact IMarMt In IM Mibftct 
mamttr rrtmtkM •• • Mffi law*). 
Dtmeun OfKipu mm n*4Hy m N 
•ppartMit b<ujM *4 if* mUtncm 

VANGAL 
REPRODUCTIONS 
LTD. 
1170 Robson Street, 
Vancouver 5, B.C. 

683-6684 
610 Courtney Street, 
Victoria, B.C. 

386-1633 

LIFE I N S U R A N C E 
T E A C H I N G AIDS 
lor use in your Classroom 

BOOKLETS 
Life Insurance, a Canadian Handbook: 1968. 104 pp., Illus. 
English and French. Explains Ihe fundamentals of life insurance, 
company operation and investment policy, personal financial 
planning, etc. One copy to a teacher. 
The Story of Life Insurance: 20 pp., illus. English. Discusses 
history and explains facts for students. Available in quantity. 
Problems In Life Insurance: English. Teacher-student workbook 
unit for business practice and mathematics classes. One unit 
per teacher. Student portion in quantity. 
Sets, Probability and Statistics: 36 pp.. illus. English and French. 
Explains the mathematics ol life insurance. Available in class 
sets. Single copy of Key to each teacher. 
Careers in Life Insurance: 24 pp., illus. English and French. Dis­
cusses the careers in the life insurance business. Available in 
quantity. 
Actuary: 12 pp. English and French. Outlines career opportuni­
ties and educational requirements. Written by the Canadian 
Institute of Actuaries. Available in quantity. 
A Career for You In a Life Insurance Company: 24 pp. English 
and French. Outlines career opportunities for university grad­
uates. Available in quantity. 
The Family Money Manager: 8 pp. English. Outlines funda-
mentalsof money management. Useful for classroom discussion. 
Available in quantity. 
A Miss and Her Money: 20 pp., illus. English. Tips on earning, 
budgeting arfd saving for teen-age girls. Available in quantity. 
Money In Your Pocket: 20 pp., illus. English. Fundamentals-of 
money management and life insurance for teen-age boys. Avail­
able in quantity. 
You and Your Family's Life Insurance: 28 pp. English. Describes 
the life insurance role in family and individual security. Available 
in quantity. 
Man and His Money (Economics and You) Series 1 and 2: Each 
24 pp., illus. English and French. Witty articles explaining 
economic theory; for senior high school students. Available in 
quantity, free. French, in one volume, is entitled Le Frlc et Vous 
— I'economic sans douleur. 

FILM STRIPS 
The Career of a Life Insurance Agent: Colour. 47 frames. English 
and French. For use in guidance classes. One print and one 
manual to each school. 
The Life Insurance Story — Part 1: Colour. 34 frames. English 
and French. An introduction and history of life insurance. One 
print and one manual to each school. 
The Life Insurance Story — Part 2: Colour. 42 frames. English 
and French. The various forms of life insurance, policies and 
uses. One print and one manual to each school. 
The Life Insurance Story — Part 3: Colour. 30 frames. English 
and French. Life insurance company operation and foreign 
business. One print and one manual to each school. 
You and Your Food: revised edition. Colour. 28 frames. English 
and French. Instruction on good eating habits, nutrition and 
food value. One print and one manual to each school. 

To obtain any of these F R E E teaching aids, simply tear out this adver­
tisement. Indicate items desired, marking quantity needed for each, and 
fill In the information requested below (please print). 

Name of Teacher ordering 

Grades and Subjects taught 

Name of School 

Address of School 

Enrolment of School 

B.C. 

Sencf your order to: 
EDUCATIONAL DIVISION 
THE CANADIAN LIFE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION 
44 King Street West, 15th Floor 
Toronto 1, Ontario. 
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to the learner, how he lenrns and how he 
learns mathematics. 

Lovell contends thai to avoid learning 
that is merely verbal, a teacher oi mathe­
matics must consider the menial or logical 
stage of development of the child. In his 
book he presents most of the topics that are 
included in today's mathematics curriculum 
for the primary grades. He emphasizes the 
thinking skills that are involved and attempts 
to relate the topics lo the developmental 
stage of the child. Many excellent ideas for 
activities that will help young children to 
understand mathematics are presented. Var­
ious limitations of the learner at these age 
levels (K-3) are described, and some of the 
difficulties and frustrations a teacher may 
encounter in working with these children 
are pointed out. 

The author suggests that, although know­
ledge about human thinking is as yet insuf­
ficient, Piaget's position regarding the 
acquisition of certain kinds of new know­
ledge is of more value to the mathematics 
teacher than any other position at the 
moment. In the first few pages of tho book 
he uses Piaget's theory to illustrate the growth 
of logical thinking in children. The factors 
affecting growth of thinking, the stages 
children pass through and some of the limi­
tations characteristic of young children in 
these stages are described. 

Simple language, familiar examples and 

activities suitable lor the classroom are used 
by the author lo show how children develop 
an understanding ol number, numeration, 
the operations and mathematical sentences, 
for the operations an understanding of the 
number relationships involved as well as the 
skill of carrying out the operations is em­
phasized. Various sections in the book con­
clude with a list of experiences or activities 
designed to accomplish both of the above? 
objectives. 

Lovell claims thai young children are un­
able lo grasp abstract structures. In dealing 
with abstract notions, concrete! realizations 
of such structures in the real world must be 
found. Sets of manipulative aids are sug­
gested and the author slows how these and 
sellings other than the mathematics class­
room (i.e., physical education) can bo used 
to help children grasp concepts of space, 
measurement and metrical geometry. 

Mathematics for children, according to 
Lovell, is essentially a tool with which to 
explore I ho world. If this is the case, perhaps 
he is contradicting himself when he suggests 
that children in kindergarten should, with 
tho aid of drawings, study open and closed 
curves. However, many excellent ideas and 
activities are presented that would give 
young children an intuitive understanding of 
distance,, length and area. Perhaps the most 
important outcome to be achieved from tho 
teaching of those concepts in the primary 

grades is thai the pupils, through activities, 
grasp an intuitive understanding of these 
concepts. This point is well illustrated in the 
sections of the book dealing with weight, 
mass, time and volume. Tho chapter 'Further 
Work with Number' deals with various topics. 
It includes some good ideas for the use of 
the number line, and a few interesting num­
ber patterns suitable for study by pupils in 
the age range are also included. The mathe­
matical values of pictorial representations 
arc; discussed and many appropriate ex­
amples thai deal with the construction and 
interpretation of wuch representations are 
presented. 

Some hints and comments on making a 
beginning, organizing a classroom, appara­
tus, children's recording of their work and 
evaluation are made in the concluding part 
of the book. These could perhaps bo a bit 
more elaborate, but they do manage to re­
late the content of the book to the practical 
day-to-day operations of the classroom. 

Not only will the reader gain new insights 
into how children learn mathematics, but 
he will also discover many practical ideas for 
the classroom. —Werner Liedtke 

Classified 
REAL ESTATE 

Buying, selling or appraisals. 
Cull your'Femberton' man 

Ed Rlthaler 
277-1913.684-9172 

Dedicated to all science teachers 

CLUES ACROSS 
1. No bacon, mixed or otherwise, can 

produce this poisonous substance 
• • (6,8) 
9. See the preacher about a nuclear 

device (7) 
10. A daily occurrence, proving that 

Copernicus was right (7) 
11. Name frequently noised abroad in 

'enlightened'circles (6) 
12. Temper shown by a girl/boy 

relationship (6) 

The resistance shown by a basic 
radical attached to a bit of metal (3) 

16. Scientific group involved in an 
accurate ammeter reading (4) 

18. His works could be used as examples 
of sonic impact (6) 

21. One having eaten a mixture, it is 
hoped that these organisms are not 
included (7) 

22. Canter (anagram) (6) 
24. 21 across are examples of this kind 

of worm (4) 

25. bubstance made Irom 28 down (3) 
26. These insect stages go as I'm 

directed (6) 
29. The best occasion to observe the 

eating habits of experimental 
animals (2, 4) 

32. Such insects are seldom airborne! (7) 
33. Essential foodstuff—although it 

could be not quite ripe (7) 
34. Rhoda's permit he changes for these 

bisexual organisms (14) 

CLUES DOWN 
1. Descartes invented this device to 

demonstrate the compressibility 
of gases (9, 5) 

2. Ice trials can provide a practical 
view of things (9) 

3. Bony tumors can result when tomatoes 
undergo a change (9) 

4. Be away from marble and get a sample 
of rock soil (4) 

5. Organ thumbed in scorn (4) 
6. Half a score and no other will get 

you this gas (5) 
7. Vacuum tube that is an odd 

mixture (5) 
8. Simple machines made from pencil 

and lines (8, 6) 
13. This gene is one of the divisions of 

the Cenozoic era (3) 
15. To a bee, this represents the end 

result of 22 across (5) 
17. Disfigure most of 4 down (3) 
18. Felis domesticus (3) 
19. What eastern door is not made of this 

part of the tree? (9) 
20. Good advice to the eugenicist (3-6) 
23. Mid-stage tip of an animal's tail (3) 
27. Organic derivative of ammonia to 

which one name could be given (5) 
28. Fuming sulphuric acid found in a 

Creole umbrella-tent (5) 
30. The commotion created by the hinged 

portion of an aircraft wing (4) 
31. Stimulate a short tree shoot (4) 
Answers will be printed next month 

NOVEMBER 1971 85 



A G U E S T COLUMNIST 

^Wi thou t being aware of it, the guest 
co lumnis t this month is a certain 
Karel Horalek. That the worries of 
teachers funct ion ing under another 
pol i t ica l system are quite different 
f rom ours is evident f rom the fo l low­
ing art icle by h im. It is translated 
f rom the spring issue of Tvorba, a 
week ly of the Czechos lovak C o m ­
munist Party and now, of course, a 
fai thful trumpeter of the Soviet l ine. 
The art ic le is ent i t led 'Consc ience 
of a Teacher. ' 

M r . Hnip i rko s lammed the door 
so hard that the dishes in the k i tchen 
ratt led. He took off his coat, hat 
and shoes and wi thout a word for 
his w i fe he went on into the l iv ing 
room. There, in the corner, he had 
a smal l table for marking writ ten 
work, for preparing his iessons and 
for do ing anything that was part of 
his job as a teacher. 

He sat down at the table wi th some 
c lean sheets of paper and a pen and 
he ca l led out to his wi fe for tea. 
She brought it to him almost in­
stantly, but left the room just as 
qu ick ly to avoid any outburst of his 
obv ious wrath. 

A n d M r . Hnip i rko was in an un­
usually bad mood . He took a sip of 
his tea, leaned back in his chair and 
looked out the w indow. 

A report about a teacher's c o n ­
sc ience ! Damn it, why do I have to 
get such an assignment from the 

party? To discuss it at a teachers' 
meet ing that w o u l d , b e OK , but to 
write a report for the party is quite 
another thing. 

Can teachers sti l l afford to have 
a consc ience after what has hap­
pened dur ing the past few years? 
Do I have a conscience? But that's 

even a third of the staff are party 
members. In 1968, when Dubcek 
was in power, those w h o weren't 
party members met us Communis ts 
wi th a smirk on their faces. From 
their behavior it was obvious they 
were conv inced we wou ld soon be 
out of power. 

tvorba HORIET 
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si l ly. Everyone has a consc ience, 
the quest ion is what k ind. A teacher's 
consc ience must concern itself pri­
mari ly wi th pupi ls, i.e., wi th society. 
Everyone knows that. But experience 
proves something else again. 

Take our schoo l , for example. Not 

After August* they nodded their 
heads, saying: You certainly should 
be proud of what you have done! 

And when they started screening 
the party members for loyalty, they 
smiled wi th glee because they were 
•The month of tho Soviet invasion 
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not in the pnity and this didn't con­
cern them at all. They wore upset 
when the party gave us a clean bill. 
They wondered what we had had to 
promise in order to pass. 

But then the shoe was on the other 
foot. The screening of non-party 
members started. Each one of them 
was to write a sort of a self-evalu­
ation. You should have seen them — 
lily-white to the last word. To make 
them sound even better, they went 
around asking what were the names 
of the Communist Party newspapers 
so they could say they road them. 

Typical, eh? But it doesn't concern 
only teachers. What about the stu­
dents, who should be brought up 
in the spirit of socialist ideology? 
They were on the receiving end of 
this 'personal conscience of a 
teacher.' Because what is more sen­
sitive than the eye ?nd soul of young 
people? Does anybody really think 
that the student-j 'barometer' did 
not note such an enormous change 
in the teachers' consciences? 

Up to here the report would be 
no problem. Except that there is an­
other part and that's the one which 
makes me mad. Whether I want to 
or not I will have to say something 
about my own personal conscience 
in the report. I think that I can 
truthfully say that mine has always 
been clear—until recently, that is. 

We found out that party members 
from schools with strong party or­
ganizations will be sent to teach in 
schools with weak ones. The basic 
idea isn't so bad, but in reality it 
punishes the good party members. 
Because the non-party people who 
were so worried about being trans­
ferred somewhere else can smile 
again. This doesn't concern them. 

And that's the core of the prob­
lem. We Communists are not only 
to teach the younger generation but 
the whole teaching staff as well. The 
idea means practically to begin anew 
and under much less desirable con­
ditions. Just now, when one got to 
know the surroundings, people, stu­
dents and their parents, when one 
is no longer distracted by the various 
'unknowns,' he is to leave again. 
How can I write a report about the 
conscience of a teacher without an 
aroused personal conscience? 

Where is the solution, where 
should I start looking for it? Among 
the first year teachers who came to 
our school this year there wasn't a 
single party member. Try to offer 
them membership and you will see 
how artfully they wiggle out of a 
clear answer, you will hear excuses 
and explanations. Nothing new here. 

Old habits don't die out, but the 
consciences of teachers seem to. 
The teacher training course they 
have just completed should have 
prepared them for joining the party. 
That's how we get to the teachers 
again. No one else is responsible. 

So we go around in ridiculous 
circles. We have to break through 
the circle somewhere. One way out 
would be like they suggest, the 
strengthening of party organizations. 
But this conscience of mine . . . 

Damn it, a few of us can't do it 
alone. On one hand we have to edu­
cate the non-party teachers, on the 
other hand we have to educate those 
who are most important for the 
nation's future, the young people. 

Here the parents and other organ­
izations must help. Maybe their rep­
resentatives will be at the next staff 
meeting. The most important thing 
is that there will also be present 
people from the Education Ministry, 
from local councils and from party 
newspapers. We'll see. 

It's easy to talk about a teacher's 
conscience. But very few people 
actually have any clear idea of 
what's behind it. I could mention 
so many things, for example . . . But 
better not. I would sit here till 
morning. 

Mr. Hnipirko sighed with resigna­
tion. He took up his pen and started 
to write his report about a teacher's 
conscience: 

J. A. Comenius stood at the cradle 
of our pedagogy. Other notable 
educators such as Dobrovsky through 
their actions have caused their name 
to be written in gold not only in the 
history of our pedagogy but of our 
nation as well. Why? Because they 
considered teaching as their calling, 
not as their job . . . § 
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^Because we bel ieve in local con ­
trol of educat ion, we are disturbed 
by what appears to be a growing 
trend toward removing from school 
trustees responsibi l i t ies they have 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y had fo r d e t e r m i n i n g 
and prov id ing the educat ional pro­
grams needed by their distr icts. 

Space does not permit an exten­
sive analysis here, but a few ex­
amples may il lustrate what we mean. 

The most recent example is the 
Minister 's incredib le interference in 
t e a c h e r s ' sa la ry n e g o t i a t i o n s , 
s e v e r e l y c u r t a i l i n g the r igh ts o f 
trustees to bargain co l lec t ive ly wi th 
teachers. 

The prov inc ia l government 's ed­
ucat ion f inance formula has effec­
t ively removed from trustees the 
responsibi l i ty for determin ing the 
qual i ty of educat ion to be offered 
to the youth of their districts. Even 
if, in the considered judgment of a 
school board, the chi ldren of a dis­
trict need a signi f icant ly better pro­
gram than the basic program (prov­
i n c i a l a v e r a g e a p p r o v e d by the 
government), the trustees cannot 
provide the addi t ional features wi th­
out submit t ing a referendum to the 
owner-electors of the district. To 
put it another way, the provincia l 
government does not trust school 
trustees to do the job they were 
elected t o d o . 

To m a k e ma t te rs w o r s e , the 
government now intends to make 
the f inance formula even more res­
trict, ve than it has been. Large dis­
tricts that have tr ied to co-operate 
wi th the government by paring costs 
to the bone w i l l now be hit again — 
that's the thanks trustees get. for 
c o - o p e r a t i n g w i t h the p r o v i n c i a l 
bookkeepers. 

School districts that want to vary 1 

THE EDITOR COMMENTS 

the provinc ia l curr icu lum cannot do 
so wi thout first obta in ing the ap­
proval of the Department of Educa­
t i o n to c o n d u c t ' e x p e r i m e n t a l ' 
courses or programs. 

Schoo l boards are not permitted 
to provide the variety of learning 
materials many of them wou ld l ike. 
Two forces work against them—the 
provinc ia l textbook rental plan and 
the restrict ions of the educat ion 
f inance formula. 

Trustees are no better off in try­
ing to provide school accommoda­
t ion for the chi ldren of their districts. 
They are not permitted to plan ac­
commoda t ion more than three years 
ahead, are restricted in the type of 
accommoda t ion they can provide, 
and have been to ld in many cases 
that they can' t bui ld at a l l . 

Like teachers, trustees are of ten 
not consul ted by the Department of 
Educat ion before decis ions are made 
that affect their work. The govern­
ment seems to bel ieve that consu l ­
tat ion consists of te l l ing the off icers 
of t he B C T F or t he B . C . S c h o o l 
Trustees Assoc ia t ion that someth ing 
is going to happen. 

Excep t in V a n c o u v e r , s c h o o l 
boards are not permitted to have 
their own superintendents; they are 
required to choose provincial ly-ap-
pointed c iv i l servants. 

In short, the responsibi l i t ies of 
s c h o o l b o a r d s are s t e a d i l y b e i n g 
eroded, leaving trustees wi th few 
tasks that are important. Ironically, 
prov inc ia l bargaining of teachers' 
salaries, wh ich trustees want, wou ld 
remove from them the major respon­
sibi l i ty they have left. 

The authority of trustees has a l ­
ways been l imited to some extent, 
of course. They can employ on ly 
teachers cert i f icated by the Depart­
ment; they must use the textbooks 

K. M . A I T C H I S O N 

and curr icu la speci f ied by the De­
partment; and they have always 
been l imited by the fact that part 
of their f inanc ing (in some districts 
a major part) comes from the pro­
v inc ia l government. 

The constraints p laced on trustees 
in recent years, however, are far 
more stringent. It is one thing to 
have a budget l imi ted by the s ize of 
provinc ia l grants; it is qui te another 
to be d e n i e d the r ight to s p e n d 
money that can be raised local ly . 
It is one th ing to have to have bu i ld ­
ing plans approved by the Depart­
m e n t of E d u c a t i o n ; it is q u i t e 
another to be prevented f rom pro­
ceeding wi th construct ion that has 
been approved by the. Depar tment 
and author ized by local taxpayers. 

It is not overstat ing the case to 
say that trustees are in danger of 
becoming puppets of the prov inc ia l 
government. 

Recent developments seem to in­
d icate that one of two things wi l l 
happen. Either schoo l districts w i l l 
be consol idated into educat ional ly 
and economica l l y sound administra­
tive units, wi th school boards to 
w h i c h rea l a u t h o r i t y has b e e n 
restored, or there wi l l be a ful l pro­
v inc ia l takeover, wi th the result that 
all educat ion in the prov ince wi l l 
be directed by the Department of 
Educat ion. 

We bel ieve a provinc ia l takeover 
wou ld be disastrous for educat ion . 
We bel ieve that school systems can 
be a d m i n i s t e r e d m o r e e f f i c i e n t l y 
and effect ively by school boards 
than by a large bureaucracy in V i c ­
tor ia. To do their job, however, trus­
tees must have their powers restored 
to them. 

We shall be pleased to work wi th 
them to that end. § 

A R E T R U S T E E S 
O N THEIR WAY O U T ? 

The B.C.TEACHER 



1 
3k 

KS AT WESTC 
• 

INSURANCE COMPANY _ _ 
HEAD OFFICE: 1927 WEST BROADWAY, VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA 

YOU CAN SAVE $20, $30, $40, 
PER YEAR BY DOING BUSINESS 

MAILING THIS COUPON 
COULD SAVE YOU 
HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS 
OVER THE YEARS 
One phone call to Westco or the 
simple act of mailing this coupon 
could save you hundreds of dollars 
on car insurance over the years. 
You could save $20, 630, $40, 
$50 and, in some cases, more 
per year — for tho same 
insurance coverage you have 
nowl Many B.C. drivers are 
enjoying these low rates. 
So can you! 

Car insurance does not need to 
be "sold" in British Columbia. 
It is compulsory. So Westco has 
no salesmen or agents. What you 
would have paid as commissions 
to a salesman or an agent — 
one of the most expensive costs 
of typical insurance companies — 
is now returned to you in the form 
of lower rates. Westco was 
established to reduce the cost of 
car insurance in British Columbia 
for good drivers who deserve 
lower rates. 

Westco's head office is in B.C. 
you deal directly with Westco. 

If you need car insurance — 
or before you renew your present 
coverage — contact WESTCO 
first and learn how much 
you can save. 

$50 OR MORE 
WITH WESTCO. 

ARE YOU A PREFERRED RISK? 
WESTCO's preferred risks are 
better drivers. People who 
observe the traffic regulations. 
Who have rarely had an accident. 
Who are thoughtful and courteous 
on the highway. 

Can you qualify? 

Why not find out? 

DIRECT CLAIMS SERVICE 
If you are involved in an accident, 
you speak directly to WESTCO's 
head office without going through 
a "middle man". You get im­
mediate attention from WESTCO's 
streamlined claim service system 
— as well as fewer delays and a 
lot less paper work (other factors 
that raise insurance rates). 
WESTCO provides quick, fair 
claims settlements handled without 
red tape. You'll appreciate the 
service as well as the savings. 

FILL IN AND RETURN THIS COUPON TODAY OR PHONE IN THE DETAILS TODAY 
FOR WRITTEN QUOTATION, NO OBLIGATION. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 
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