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HIGH PRESSURE 
OR LOW PRICES 

Triad will buy ® new car or truck for you 
—find save your time, money and nerves. 
We handle most brands, so we don't have 

to "sell" a particular car.'You tell us 
what you want—we will get it lor you 

cheaper than any other source. 

Full servicing end warranty. 
Trades accepted. 

Need financing? See YOUR 
Credit Union. 
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Getting a child's attention is one thing .... but holding 
it is another, 

That's why THE T3ACHERS' STORE stocks a wide 
v a M y of hppksy games and teaching aids—designed to 
help you harness a child's wandering curiosity; develop 
-creativity and make learning fun. 

< ^ 

aware Parent after a tH 
around. 

Our staff are ready to advise and help. 

Imaginative products ...to help you ... help them 
PARK ROYAL BURNABY 

Moyer/The Teachers'Store 

Second level close to Eatons . .: Da//y (.// 6; Thurs. & Fti. mi 9 
Daily till S 30. Thurs & Fri till 9 
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I n t e r c h a n g e a b l e type wi th 
u n i q u e s t o r a g e c o m p a r t m e n t 

S m o o t h a c t i o n 
p a p e r e j e c t i on 

O n e e a s y pul l 
r a i s e s the ba i l a n d 

p o s i t i o n s the paper 
r eady for t yp ing . 

N e w type units are 
p r e c i s i o n cut . g ive y o u 
s u p e 

C a r t r i d g e R i b b o n 
S y s t e m — s e v e n 
k i n d s of r i b b o n s . 
T h r e e s e c o n d 
c a r t r i d g e c h a n g e . 
O n e t o u c h 
c a r t r i d g e e jec tor 
e l i m i n a t e s m e s s 
or ink s t a i n e d 
f ingers . 

When you're shopping for a classroom typewriter you're looking for a 
machine that can stand up to class after class. 

T h e Smith-Corona 8000 is that k ind of rugged machine. W i t h the depend­
able operation and long service you'd expect from Smith-Corona. 

T h e 8000 gets passing marks in another subject as well. In economics. 
T h e 8000 costs a great deal less than the typewriters you'll find in many 

offices. Yet its many new features, its ruggedness and its low price are g iv ing it 
increasing popularity 

W h i c h means that many of your students wi l l be typing on ah 8000 after 
graduation. So give a thought to the Smith-Corona 8000. After all, we designed 
it for you. A list of schools now using the Smith-Corona 8000 can be obtained 
by wr i t ing Smith-Corona's Advertising Manager SBBBBN 

GJkls 123 SMITH• CORONA 
•-'<- * ^ " -DIVISION Of1 SCW (CANADA! UMiTfcD 

?9 GE'HVAiS DRIVE OON Mft IS ONT 
M3C 121 .:4l6|449-0l(>4 
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Materials designed to heip you teach nutrition to elementary school students are available from 
Kellogg Salada. They include a nutrition education unit, filmstnp, him and three booklets. The 
booklets are provided free of charge in classroom sets of 25 copies and the other items are individually 
priced. T o obtain the materials you require, please complete the coupon below and send it along with 
your cheque or money order to: 

K E L L O G G S A L A D A C A N A D A INC. . V ' W : " o 
6700 Finch Avenue W. 
Rexdale, Ontario ; 
M 9 W 5 P 2 

GOOD HEALTH RECORD ; . . Is a booklet designed to encourage students to develop good health habits. The Day-to-
Day Good Health Record chart enables the child to monitor his/her habits and. with a listing of signs of a well-nourished 
child on the back page, the Good Health Record is also of interest to parents. r, 

FOODS FOR GROWING BOYS AND GIRLS. . . is a leaflet for use by parents who want to learn more about planning 
meals for their children. The leaflet provides a listing of foods essential for a good basic diet, a suggested menu plan and 
notes on growth and development of children. 

THE GRAINS ARE GREAT F O O D S . . . Is a booklet that provides an histoncal perspective on the use of cereals from 
(he dawn of civilization until today. It is an excellent resource for student projects as it also describes modern manufactur­
ing methods, the nutritional value of ready-to-eat cereals and how to use label information. 

ENERGIZE AT SUNRISE. . . is a teaching unit composed of three sections: one for non-readers, one for grades 1-3 and 
one for grades 4-6. Each is designed to teach the basics of sound breakfast nutrition in a one or two week penod. A 
teacher's guide, thirteen activity masters and a breakfast game entitled Energy 365 are included in the Energize unit. 

D O N T BE A BREAKFAST SKIPPER.; . is a colour filmstrip created to encourage students toeat a good breakfast. The 
filmstnp appeals to children eight to ten years of age and may be used effectively as an introduction or summary to a 
teaching unit. A narration guide with teachers' notes accompanies the filmstnp.-

/ 

A JOURNEY THROUGH NUTRITIONLAND... is an 18 Minute animated colour film designed to introduce nutrition 
to children six to twelve years of age. A teachers' guide provides a summary of th6 f i!m, notes on the functions of nutnents 

-.and a number of suggested teaching activities. A set of posters accompanies the film when it Is purchased from Ktt-ogg 
.Salada or obtained on free loan from Association Films, 333 Adelaide Street West, Torqnto;-;Ontano; M5V 1R6. 

Pleaccl&and me the material which I have indicated below. 
Enclosed is a cheque/money order for the amount of $ _ 

• Good Health Record ,....'.classroom set 
• Foods For Growing Boys and Girls classroom set 

1 • The Grains Are Great Foods ._.'. classroom set 
• Energize at Sunrise ." S2.00/unit.. 

•> • Don't Be a Creakfast Skipper $4'.95/copy . 
' • A Journey Through Nutritionland $99,95/copy 

Name ?.. . // . . . '\\.". .' Address 

City f'. Province 

S âda 



Are you ready to invest in the stock market? 
Are you Interested in taking advantage of 
available tax breaks and possible growth of 
your investment? 

Perhaps you have not yet invested in the 
stock market because you lacked the time or 
the expertise to invest knowledgeably. It takes 
time to be a smart investor. Time for an in-
depth and continuing study of the market. 

That's where we can help. If you have 
$10,000 or more.to invest, this unique 
Teachers' Trust Investment Management 
Account is for you. 

Investment 
Management Account 
The Investment Management Account, 
introduced in October 1979 has expanded at 
a rate that significantly exceeded all our 
expectations. Clients now using this 
account have come to Teachers' Trust 
because we have effectively amalgamated 
these professional services: . 

• Independent investment research 
• Constant portfolio management' •.••>• 

Our clients gain maximum advantage from 
investment decisions based on full-time 
•market1 research and personal account 
supervision 

Pto!essi®nai Serv ice 
Retained by Teachers' Trust in an advisory 
capacity, the counsellors at Dixon, Krogseth 
Ltd. combine sensible management with 
steady research to produce overall 
Investment results; and their performance 
history is excellent. Investment counsellors of 
this calibre are seldom available to individuals 
with less than $200,000to invest, 
investment Management Account at 
Teachers' Trust, you have the additional 
advantage of capable and friendly Trust 
Company staff who keep you informed and 
your records in order. 

We're her© to help 
Teachers' Trust Investment Management 
Account costs only TVi% per annum of the 
market value of your portfolio. If you're 
interested in this investment opportunity and 
would like more information or a personal 
appointment, please contact your Co-op 
branch manager or fill in the coupon below. 
Find out how the "Account with a difference" 
may enhance your financial future. 

.Name. 

TEACHERS TRUST _€OMB4NY 
5909 West Boulevard Vancouver, B.C, V6M 3X1 
Tel. (604) 263-3371 (collect calls cccepted) Postal Code 

3 Please tend me more information about the 
Teachers' Trust Investment -Management 
Account. ^"^X 

Address 

JI: Phone No, 
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48 From Our Readers 
49 They're Talking About 
50 Is the Ministry's Newest Program a Mistake? 

Larry Kuehn/The ministry is speeding ahead on a multi-million dollar Career 
Preparation Program with an amazing lack of clarity about what the program is. 

53 These Teachers Have Retired 
Liberating "Disabled" Learners 
i l tn McDowell 
Hope for the Slow Learner 
Hildy Barnett/The work you do may change significantly as a result of research 
done by an Israeli psychologist. This article and the one on page 54 examine the 
findings of Dr. Reuven Feuerstein, whose work offers new hope for 
low-functioning children, and promises to change our procedures for measuring 
intelligence. 

58 How to Meet the Needs of Slower Students 
Tom Jones/Precision teaching can help you meet the needs of slower students, 
to individualize their programs and to guarantee them success. 

61 Videotex is Going to Have a Huge Impact on Your Life 
Nick Russell/A group in Ontario is the first in the world to deliver education by 
means of satellites and two-way TV. Here is a look at how such technology will 
affect us all. 

64 More Apples in our Classrooms 
Betty Collis and Geoffrey Mason/The Ministry of Education has placed 100 
microcomputers in schools as a pilot project. Here are suggestions for using the 
computers effectively. 

68 Why the Push for Daily Physical Education? 
Fred L. Martens/You take intellectual study time away from children, yet they 
maintain or even improve their achievement. Too good to be true? Not at all. 
Schools that offer physical education daily do it all the time. 

73 A Matter of Opinion/Let Them Learn Latin 
Pamela M. Fairbank 

74 New Books 
Grace Funk 

78 Snapshots/ My Summer Holiday 
Geoff Hargreaves 

COVER STORY 
Our cover photo this month was taken at the Pacific Vocational institute in Burnaby. It highlights an 
article by BCTF first vice-president, Larry Kuehn, on the Ministry of Education's newest program, the 
Career Preparation Program. Larry has severe doubts about the CPP. particularly its emphasis on 
training students for specific jobs. 
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HARGREAVES REVISITED 

©Guiltily chuckling my way through Geoff 
Hargreaves' "Public Impressions" (Sept.-
Oct), 1 stifled my amusement in the sudden 
dawning awareness that poor Geoff is 
probably going to get it in the neck again. 
No doubt some of our "easy readers" may 
once again fall for it, identify Geoff with the 
"I" of his observations, and in stouthearted 
defence of everything decent and goaded 
mainly by the impetuosity of annoyance, 
paste their own newspaper on the Great 
Teaching Wall, accusing Geoff of racism, 
anti-unionism, sexism, schism, you name it. 
One wonders how Solomon ever got his 
Proverbs into print!!! 

The invective does have a benevolent 
spin-off, however. We laugh a lot about it in 
the Cowichan Senior Secondary School 
staffroom, only because we all know Geoff 
to be starwars removed from sexism, ra­
cism, et al. He is very much a gentleman in 
all the right places and, as the phrase goes, 
highly respected by colleagues and students 
alike. 

Perhaps the editor should advise parental 

guidance to readers before they attempt 
Hargreaves. or include a warning that 
reading Hargreaves may be hazardous to 
the mind. Thosti of us who at one time or 
another slugged it through English 200 
know that the matter is really quite simple: 
Hargreaves is best read in front of a mirror. 
In the buff, of course! 

Jan van der Have, 
Duncan 

CARTOON SEXIST? 

©We were shocked at the cartoon on page 
14 of the Sept.-Oct. issue. The female 
teacher is portrayed as inept and scatter­
brained while the male (presumably the 
principal) is portrayed as arrogant and con­
descending. When the new Kodak 
Cavousel projector arrived at our school last 
year, it was a competent female librarian 
who instructed our staff of 12 males and 20 
females on its use. It is ironic that the BCTF 
spends $160,000 on the Status of Women 
Program attempting to eliminate sexism 
while The B.C. Teacher publishes a cartoon 

that is clearly sexist The Status of Women 
staff person obviously needs to be on the 
editorial board of The B.C. Teacher to 
ensure that the policies of the BCTF Status 
of Women program are supported not 
subverted by The B.C. Teacher. 

Gail Stewart 
and 18 rjther teachers, 
Cloverdale Junior Secondary 
School 

NOSTALGIA APPRECIATED 

9Re "The Only Act in Town" (Sept-6ct.). 
thank you ever so much for your; 
heartwarming diary! 

It could easily have been my school or 
any number of small schools "in the coun­
try." 

Your description of school life — with 
cocoa, songs, soldiers' visits, inspectors 
("Everyone, do your 'special' wo:' oday, 
please...") brought me all the \> , oack to 
the Kootenays, circa 1940. 

Thank you! 
G. Lamont, 
Vancouver 

NEW! SUPER TERM 
INSURANCE RATES 
FOR NON-SMOKERS! 

• a 

TCU Insurance 
Agencies Ltd. 

subsidiary of B.C. Teachers Credit Union 

If you qualify, you can buy $100,000 or up to 
$250,000 or Life Insurance at economical rates: 

EXAMPLE FOR $100,000 
Mi>!e Female 

Age Monthly Premium Monthly Premium 
16-25 $13.33 $11.62 
30 $13.59 $11.96 
36 $15.82 $13.50 
40 $19.60 $17.19 
45 o $29.46 $24.91 

Occidental 34 is a Level Term' -^cy which is 
renewable every 4 years up'to age 75 without 
providing proof of continued good health. The 
premiums are guaranteed for 3-4 year periods, then 
you may continue to renew at the premium rates 
then in effect. This policy may be changed to any 
permanent policy then offered by the Company : 

until age 65. So, if you have quit smoking cigarettes-
for more than a>year — or have never smoked at all 
— you owe it to yourself to investigate our new 
non-smoker Program. ; 

For more.information about this new plan, call Bob 
Simpson; Manager T.C.U. Insurance Agencies Ltd. at;; 
324^5900 [Toll-free 112-800-663-3345) or drop in at 
#209-5740 Carpbie Street, Vancouver, B.C. 

The Place For All your Insurance Requirements! 
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Richard Loney 

•Richard Loney, teacher at Sutherland 
Secondary School in North Vancouver, 
who is known across the country for his 
robust rendering of O Canada before each 
Vancouver Canuck hockey broadcast from 
the Pacific Coliseum. 

Last year Richard recorded an album of 
Christmas music, entitled "a Gift of Song." 
It features both traditional and contempor­
ary music, and a new song, "This Day a 
Child," written by Richard and brother 
Torn, This year Capcan Music Ltd. has 
released that song as a single, and it is 
expected to get lots of radio time this 
Christmas season. The album is available at 
all Woolco, Sam the Record Man. and 
Woodward's stores. 

Richard is a talented entertainer. He has 
been a regular performer on C B C radio and 
TV, and a featured soloist in many of the 
great oratories, including guest appear­
ances with the Vancouver and Victoria 
symphony orchestras. 

As he did last year, Richard will be 
entertaining at various shopping malls in the 
Lower Mainland during the Christmas sea-

: son.O 

• A n excellent slide-tape presentation, 
"Where the Almsgiving Stops," produced 
to interpret the needs of the developing 
countries to people in the developed coun­
tries. :• • ' 

Professionally produced, the 25-minute 
presentation dramatically conveys the, food 
needs of starving populations, and points 

• out that there is more than enough food, but 
people ere too poor to buy it. Food is not the 
prot.'em; poverty is. 

The presentation is narrated by TV star 
Pemell Roberts, who donated his services. It 

•A THE B.C. TEACHER, NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1980 

is available for U.S. $35 from John Paul 
Kay, Box 401, Tesuque, New Mexico 
87574.0 

©Ed Goodman, shop teacher at Kelowna 
Secondary School, who was recently pre­
sented with the Star of Courage at Gov­
ernment House in Ottawa. 

Ed rescued a 12-year-old girl from certain 
death a year ago, when fire broke out in the 
school. As students hurried from the build­
ing, the girl fell. An explosion followed, but 
Ed went back into the building, despite the 
heat and smoke, found the girl, and carried 
her out. She was treated in hospital for 
severe burns. 

Congratulations, Ed. You make us proud 
to be members of the same profession. O 

Ed Goodman 

• " T h e Look of Music." a major interna-
tional exhibition of rare.musical instru­
ments, at the Vancouver, Centennial 
Museum. 

The museum has assembled more than 
330 musical instruments from collections all 
over the world. The instruments span four 
centuries, and range from Frederick the 
Great's ebony flute to Cristofori's prototype 
pianoforte. Included are Adolphe Sax's first 
ever instrument and Stradivari's last violin. 

A feature of the exhibition will.be Cana­
dian craftspersons designing and making 
their own lutes, violins, harpsichords and 
woodwinds. 

Never before has such ••. an -impressive 
selection of instruments been assembled for 
a public exhibition in one place. On now 
until April 5, 1981.0 

The Free! newsletter. 

©Free!, a newsletter of free materia"^ and 
services that provides a regular list of rec­
ommended materials for teachers and lib­
raries, all of which are free. 

Each item (books, pamphlets, posters, 
etc.) is evaluated and recommended by 
professionals and all information is verified. 

The newsletter is published six times a 
year. Subscriptions are $10 a year from 
Dyad Services. Box 4696, Station C, Lon­
don, Ontario N5W 5L7 .0 

A seven-belled comet from Brussels and a 
pardessus de viole from Vancouver. 
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LARRY KUEHN 

The/ ministry is speeding ahead on a 
mulfi-million dollar Career Preparation, 
Program, with an amazing lack of clarity 

about what the program is. 

50 

Is the job of the schools to give these 
students a sound general education, or to 
tri'in them as chefs? 
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©Recent newspaper headlines screamed 
about a shortage of skilled workers in B.C. 
Could a proposal that the school system 
should solve a newly identified problem be 
far behind? 

In fact, in this case the pr posal for a 
"solution" predated by about six weeks the 
problem's moving from the business section 
to the front page. In late August, a Ministry 
of Education news release announced the 
"Career Preparation Program." 

What is this program? It is a variety of 
things. 

Perhaps most significantly, it is a political 
response to a perceived public demand. We 
face in this province — in common with 
most industrialized areas — the irony of a 
combination of high unemployment and 
skilled jobs going begging for people to fill 
them. 

The minister's press announcement of 
the Career Preparation Program seems to 
promise an answer to this dilemma. It says 
the program will "lead to satisfyfpjjjob's for 
students who might otherwise be un­
trained" and will "help toZ alleviate the 
continuing shortage of skill/d tradesmen." 

But can this program — or the schools in 
general—provide the solution? One root of 
the problem of a shortage of skilled workers 
is in the failure of Canadian industry to 
provide a high enough level of skill training 
programs. Canada has always depended 
on the import of skilled labor from other 
countries. But this source has now, for a 
variety of reasons, dried up. 

It now appears that the response pro­
vided by government Is not one to force 
industry to live up to its obligations, but one 
to bring back vocational education under a 
new name. This approach is reflected in one 
"draft" document from the ministry that 
says that, " A primary purpose of our 
schools is assisting students to prepare for 
satisfying and successful employment" 
• It is tin approach rejected in the past In 
favor of comprehensive, general education. 
At the same time as the ministry is mandat­
ing the "mninstreaming" of special needs 
students, it is developing a program to 
stream others out. 

But the motivations behind this program 
are not entirely political. It is also an attempt 
to.respond to a very real failure of the 
secondary school system, a failure to offer 
enough programs that adequately meet the. 
needs of the great majority of students who 
will never go to university. However, it is a 
tiny band-aid being put on a body that is at 
least half covered by an open sore. 
•K The Career, Preparation Program is, in 
fact, at least three different types of pro-

• grams, some of which are already running 
j. in schools on a pilot basis. 

One type of Career Preparation Program 
can be based on already existing courses. 

As an example, a business education stu­
dent could get the required 700 hours of 
"career" training by taking more regular 
business education courses, being mixed in 
with other business education students who 
are not in a Career Preparation Program. 

A second category is really alternative 
programs for students not making it in the 
regular programs of the school. An example 
is the Alert Bay programs to train Native 
Indians as engineers on fish boats. 

The third type is new programs aimed at 
giving advanced standing or credit in post-
secondary programs. The first emphasis on 
these seems to be in the area of what the 
ministry's press release calls "mechanical 
industries": automotive, diesel, small en­
gines and heavy-duty mechanics. 

At this stage of its development the 
program is full of ambiguities, contradic­
tions and problems. 

AMBIGUITIES, CONTRADICTIONS, 
PROBLEMS 

1. The ministry is speeding ahead on a 
multi-million dollar program with an amaz­
ing lack of clarity about what the program is. 
Some examples: 

6 Most of the public documents de­
scribing the program have the label "draft" 
and are being revised. 

• Significant documents describing the 
curriculum development objectives and 
procedures had not even been released in 
"draft" form by the time the ministry was 
seeking people to sit on curriculum com­
mittees. 

• It has not been decided if there will be a 
"Provincial Career Certificate," and if such 
exists, if it will be in place of or in addition to 
the Dogwood Certificate. 

• Details of the program seem to change 
frequently, but without announcement. For 

example, the press release announcing the 
program said the six career preparation 
courses would "include a Grade 11 work 
study course which contains a core of skills 
necessary to become an employee — cal­
culations, communications, attitudes, etc." 
Since then, it has been decided that work 
study may be integrated with the other 
courses rather than being a separate course. 

2. Whom the program is aimed at is 
unclear. The press release says it "is de­
signed for the very large number of students 
who may be academically capable of ob­
taining a professional education at a univer­
sity but choose not to do so" and em­
phasizes that "secondary graduates may 
earn advanced placement in a college vo­
cational course, or in apprenticeship prep­
aration, thereby reducing the total time 
spent in school." 

Certainly some of the programs might 
ideally lend themselves to this approach, 
such as heavy-duty mechanics, bookkeep­
ing and practical nursing, but what post-
secondary institutions offer programs or 
apprenticeships in such other proposed 
programs as waiter/waitress, tourism, and 
homemaker? Program officials admit that 
despite post-secondary emphasis, "reality" 
says most students will go directly to work, 
not school. 

3. False promises are being made to the 
public, parents and,; most importantly, stu-

. dents. When the minister says the program 
will "help alleviate the continual shortage of 
skilled tradesmen,"; many will understand­
ably jump to the conclusion that students 
will come out of the career preparation 
programs as skilled tiadespersons.They 
won't of course, and they may well feel 
cheated. r 

Even if they can obtain advanced place­
ment or credit in college vocational courses 

These students at Sir CharlesTupper Secondary School in Vancouver are learning the skills 
required by drycleanlng. What will thsnew CareerPreparation Program teach them that they 
are not learning already? 
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cf pre-apprenticeship programs, many stu­
dents will have to wait up to two years just to 
get into the programs. The reality for the 
student is not likely to be the easy transition 
implied in political statements. 

And who is likely to be blamed? The 
school system again. 

4. The program director places great 
emphasis on the fact that these programs 
"are not to be offered at the expense of 
other programs." One of the criteria for a 
program to qualify for funding is that: 
"space and equipment must, in almost all 
instances, be available without additional 
capital funding." 

However, one of the other criteria is that 
"applications must originate from the 
school district office." The district office 
often sees the effect on other programs 
quite differently from the way the teacher 
sec:; them. 

The reality, as reported by some teachers 
in schools with pilot programs, is that: 

ft) Time, interest and priority go to pro­
grams that are valued by an outside group, 
as demonstrated by big bucks (40 percent 
of an instructional unit extra funding for 
each 15 students)., 

• Many students are missing out on shop 
time because so much is devoted to stu­
dents with the 700-hour requirements; this 
has produced a significant drop in the 
number of girls in the industrial education 
courses. , 
: •Interestingly, the program director 
s/<ys the funding is "to repair the impact on 
the total school district, not to fund the 
specific program." 

5. The options for students are greatly 
narrowed. 

As one teacher said, "The students are 
not allowed to make decisions; the program 
is making them for them." 

Some-students have complained that 
their options for electives are too limited, 
and it is no wonder when one looks at a 
sample program for a student in one of the 
hairdresslng programs: of:. the minimum 
twelve^courses over two years, he or she 
would have to pass six hairdresslng courses, 
four general education constants, and two 
electives. 

One has to wonder how well this student: 
will be prepareu/to enter. some: distinctly 
different occupation if he or she develops an 

; allergy to,the fluids used in hairdresslng, let 
alone how, broad a general education the 
student has,' 

;; 6. The B.C. -Federation of Labour is 
opposing the program. That organization's 

j / jpolicyon secondary schools says that "stu-.-
dents should be able to take what elective 

•7- courses are relevant to them without restric-
\ tion based on academic or non-academic 

channelling." The policy also indicates that 
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vocational training is appropriate at the 
post-secondary level. 

7. The principal of one school with more 
than 10 percent of the students in a career 
preparation program says the money can 
have significant positive impact on working 
conditions for teachers: smaller class sizes; 
in-school time for teachers to do the things 
they are expected to do through double 
preparation periods, markers in the class 
with them while they teach, and the like. All 
of these are quite positive, but will similar 
provisions be made for others, such as 
English teachers, for example? Or primary 
teachers? 

And the program director admits that 
once the approval is made, the money goes 
into the board budget and ' local au­
tonomy" reigns. Getting it to the school 
level will depend on the insistence of princi­
pals and teachers. 

8. Perhaps the greatest number of am­
biguities, contradictions and potential 
problems in the Career Preparation Pro­
gram exist in the area of "articulation" 
between secondary and,post-secondary. 

"But don't you see? When you grow up, 
you can't just be happy. You have'to DO 
something!" • u 

©Innovations Unlimited 

The ministry's intention is to develop 
what the press announcement calls "inte­
grated curricula." By this they seem to 
mean that they will start from current sec-
ondary and post-secondary curricula in a 
given area. A pair of teachers — one 
secondary and one post-secondary — wilL 
modify these to one common curriculum, 
which will be based on "competencies" the 
student is expected to achieve. 

Then, s/nce there v. i l .be a standard 
curriculum, it will be tht.reticaily easy for 
the programs taKcn m btcoadary schools to 
be accepted for. credit or advanced place­
ment in • vocational,- technical or appren-
ticeship'~courses in. post-secondai y instltu-

: Hons. All of this is described by the ministry 
i n a new jargon: term called "laddered" 

• studies., ,„• . , , .-• 

When pressed on how this would be 
accomplished, ministry officials did not 
have a clear plan, but indicated a faith that 
things could be worked out on a pro­
gram-by-program and institution-by-insti­
tution basis, and guidelines could then be 
generalized. 

The naive nature of this faith that things 
can be easily worked out was pinpointed by 
a teacher with extensive experience with 
ministry curriculum committees and with 
co-ordination efforts between colleges and 
schools on an individual basis. He said, as 
he shook his head in disbelief, "The 15 
colleges can't even come to agreement 
among themselves; how do they expect to 
do it with 280 secondary schools?" 

A LEGITIMATE CONCERN 
The reluctance at both the secondary and 

post-secondary levels reflects not a Luddite 
desire to destroy a new advanced technol­
ogy, but a genuine and legitimate concern 
about potential damage to the ways in 
which institutions serve the needs of chil­
dren. 

The colleges can have legitimate fears 
that this program is part of a ministry 
strategy to destroy the autonomy of the 
colleges, And secondary school people 
must recognize that the effect of the "lad- [ 
dered," articulated program will be to focus 
the senior secondary school even more in 
the direction of the tertiary institution, with 
the secondary school's having 10 adjust its 
program to meet college course credit re­
quirements, rather than accepting the fact 
that secondary and post-secondary institu­
tions have unique and different aims. 

In the midst of all this, there are advisory 
committees for each program representing 
business, labor, school trustees, educators 
and the public "to supply information on: 
skill requirements and job opportunities." 
How can a program be based on a standard­
ized, province-wide, secondary/post-sec­
ondary curriculum, and at the same time be 
responsive to local committees identifying 
skill requirements? At the very least, there iŝ  
the potential for conflict. 

Once again teachers may be left to pick 
up the pieces of expectations shattered by 
the disparity between the promises of politi­
cal .announcements and the reality of'.a 

.... program that is philosophically misguided 
and operationally :confused. O 

Larry Kuehn is first vice-president of the.BCTH. 
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J I M M c D O W E l . L 

©One week before Vancouver's fir>t pro­
vincial conference uii learnm-i disabilities 
tefueled the mythology of clisabk;! children 
last sprint). a visiting Israeli psychulog.-it 
punctured the latest pseudo-scientific ex­
planation for why some children have' 
trouble learning. 

Speaking to the 28th biennial convention 
of ihe Canadian Hadassah Women's Inter­
national Zionist Organization. Dr. Reuven 
Feucrstcin declared that children with low 
1Q scores are not retarded, but retarded 
performers. 

"I teach them to think." he said. "My 
main goal is to produce a structural change 
in the congnitive functioning of the retarded 
performer." 

If Feuerstein's findings with severely re­
tarded adolescents are taken seriously, they 
may force fundamental changes in standard 
testing practices. In conventional intelli­
gence tests, items that are sensitive to 
learning are usually eliminated because 
they tend to give an inaccurate picture of an 
individual's stable intellectual characteris­
tics. 

Intelligence tests measure products — 
static intellectual achievements that appear 
to exist at the time of testing. They show 
what one has learned up to the present. 
Based on this information, predictions are 
made about what a person will be able to do 
in the future. 

Feuerstein's Learning Potential Assess­

ment D R V W A ' 11 . K \ L / J mci-ures niiovss-
dyn«ir»ic m<'iit.il;«'''•'• <.",-:- that ths> individual 
use.-, to meet m-w situations. | i tries U> 
reverse the trfftsi* of cultural difference;, by 
exposing learners to appropriate experi­
ences i In: 1.1'AD can be used to <-i>sess how 
much an individual's Intellectual function­
ing can be changed by proper tea-ching. 

For 28 years Feuerstein studied the dif­
ficulties of some youths migrating lo Israel 
from Europe, whose IQ scores lagged thre*' 
to six years behind the norms for middle 
class European children. The L P A D 
showed him how these youngsters had to 
be approached to get positive results. 

Now a growing North. American anti-test 
movement is thriving on care fully' 
ri cumented findings that show how much 
lasting damage such labels as "retarded" or 
"learning disabled" can have. . 

In 1975. University of California 
sociologist Jane R. Mercer studied retarda­
tion labelling practices in Riverside, Califor­
nia and found the public schools were the 
chief labeller. She also found evidence to 
support an earlier study in which 80 per cent 
of those called "educable mentally re­
tarded" (EMR) came from specific lower 
socio-economic and ethnic groups. Mexi­
can-Americans were 300 per cent, and 
Blacks 50 per cent, over-represented in the 
group labelled retarded. Yet only 60 per 
cent as many Anglo-Americans were rep­
resented as would be expected. 

T h e u>ork you db- 'may 
change signsfic.aij.tiy as 2. 
result of research d*>ne by 

[m\ : Israeli psychologist. 
Here are two articles ex-
anttininig the findings of Dr. 

Vancouver teacher Rose Esparia and one of her students use aphonic code for spelling, 
while another student decodes a word on the word charts 

54 

"Present assessment procedures violate 
certain basic rights of children." concluded 
Mercer. Intelligence testing was not being 
used to help individuals; it programmed 
ihem into educational poverty. 

Researching the problem of labelling 
from the black child's perspective, St. 
Louis, Missouri psychologist L. W. Rivers 
said. "The deleterious effects of traditional 
labelling practices on the progress through 
life of black children have been manifested 
socially, economically, politically and most 
important, within the emotional and cogni­
tive systems of our children." 

New, pseudo-scientific negative labels 
such as "learning disabled" and "dyslexic" 
may disguise older, deeper prejudices. 
Negative labelling of black children appa­
rently works for those who are responsible 
for the process. These classification 
schemes are used for control and efficiency • 
in school and classroom administration. 
They also seive a justification for continued 
discrimination against black youth. "New 
labels for black children serve as substitutes 
for and statements of old-fashioned prej­
udices," claims Rivers. 

BCTF staffer Wes Knapp claims that the 
same thing is happening to Native Indian 
and immigrant children. 

In October 1979. California U.S. District 
Judge Robert Peckham handed down a 
landmark ruling that outlawed the use of 
intelligence tests to place pupils in special 
classes for the mentally retarded. He said 
such tests discriminate against non-white 

Continued on page 56 
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Reuven Feuerstein, whose 
work offers new hope for 
low-functioning children, 
and promises to change 
our procedures for 
measuring intelligence. 

H I L D Y B A R N E T T 

©You're going to hear a lot about Dr. 
Reuven Feuerstein, Director of the Cana­
dian Hadassah Research Institute in 
Jerusalem. 

During his appearance in Vancouver at 
the Canadian Hadassah-WlZO convention, 
Dr. Feuerstein addressed ever 100 
psychologists and special educators. His 
research has generated tremendous ex­
citement about the assessment and educa­
tion of youngsters with learning problems. 

Dr. Feuerstein's techniques apply with 
children who have been described as men­
tally retarded, emotionally disturbed, cul­
turally and socially disadvantaged, or cul­
turally different. 

The development of his testing proce­
dure, known as the Learning Potential 
Assessment Device (LPAD) is a giant step 
forward in the short history of psychological 
assessment. Current methods have long 
been criticized for their inadequacy in pro­
viding information regarding the potential 
for learning. The LPAD is based on the 
premise that we must abandon measure­
ment merely of existing capacities in favor of 
first inducing, then assessing, modified 
performance right in the test situation itself. 

The goal of LPAD is to search for the 
modifiability of the individual's characteris­
tics and to look for strategies and modalities 
for the most efficient and economical way to 
overcome the barriers imposed by these 
differences. The goal of LPAD is not to seek 
differences among individuals, but to know 

about the differences in order to overcome 
them. 

The logical extension of the Learning 
Potential Assessmen! Device is instrumental 
Enrichment (FIE), which is described as a 
strategy for learning to lean.. !t consists of 
abstract, content free, organisational, spa­
tial, temporal and perceptual exercises that 
involve a wide range of mental operations 
and thought processes. FIE is a two-year 
program that is taught at spaced intervals 
three hours a week and is complementary 
to regular class instruction. In an experi­
mental program, children who were trained 
with FIE not only showed gain in IQ over 
their controls, but also were better in some 
academic subjects, even though they re­
ceived lesscoursework because of the class­
room time devoted to FIE. 

The LPAD and FIE have been im­
plemented successfully in several countries. 
In Toronto research studies concluded that 
FIE has had beneficial results on the 
cognitive performance of educationally re­
tarded high school students. In Phoenix, 
Arteona, FIE is having significant positive 
effects in the area of intellectual develop­
ment with groups of Mexican-American 
children of immigrant farm workers. In 
Nashville-Louisville educable retarded, 
learning disabled, varying exceptionalities 
and behaviorally disordered youngsters are 
receiving FIE. Two new research projects 
have been funded in Nashville and are in 

their pielimmary phases. 
Dr. Feuerstein's theories and materia! 

have been tried with penitentiary inmates 
Inmates' learning potential lias been 
studied with LPAD and FIE.in affiliation with 
the Canadian Penitentiary National Parole 
Services and the Educational and Training 
Division of the Correctional Services of 
Canada. 

Dissemination of FIE material has 
reached Atlanta. Georgia: Detroit, Michi­
gan: and several cities in Californa and 
Texas. When he was in Vancouver, Dr. 
Feuerstein mailed the first Spanish transla­
tion of FIE Spanish to Venezuela. 

Professionals from all over the world 
have travelled to visit Dr. Feuerstein at the 
Canadian Hadassah-WlZO Research In­
stitute in Jerusalem, to become famiiiar with 
LPAD and FIE. 

Dr. Feuerstein's techniques have culmi­
nated in the recent publication of his two 
texts, The Dynamic Assessment of Re-
larded Performers and Instrumental En­
richment (University Park Press, Baltimore). 
These texts were presented to all major 
Canadian universities by Canadian Hadas­
sah-WlZO as a tribute to the International 
Year of the Child. During the convention in 
Vancouver, Simon Fraser University, The 
University of Victoria, The University of 
British Columbia and the Vancouver 
School Board received copies of Dr. 
Feuerstein's first text. 

Continued on page 57 
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Left to right: Don Dawson, Head of Student Services, Vancouver School Board, Clara 
Balinsky, President of the Canadian Hadassah-WlZO, Dr. Reuven Feuerstein, Director of the 
Canadian Hadassah-WlZO Research Institute in Jemsalem, end Hildy Bamett, Vancouver 
school psychologist. Dawson is receiving Dr. Feuerstein's book, The Dynamic Assessment of 
Retarded Performers. 
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children in -kili' •:> ' •! >Mle at r1 ted.-!,'.! 
constitutional <ju.tr,uiUv-> ! equal tie.u 
inet>t. Su r l i test- a- liit- uiimiii>r.lc U M - ( ! 
Slanfonl-Binei and tin- Wechslet. he .-..lid 
wit it' developed for a white population 
without taking into account the culitival 
differences of blacks or othei minority 
groups 

Judge i 'cckhaii i found that Ibis cultural 
bias results in "grossly disproportionate 
enrolments o! black children in so-called 
educable mentally retarded' classes " 

But tiie labelling doesn't stop when 
school ends. The labels follow the child out 
into the community, where they become 
social and linguistic devices that people use 
to orient themselves with respect to others 
—- especially those who look different. 

As Rivers points out, children are often 
swept up in the labelling process even 
before they are given the label after an 
intelligence test. " W h e n these young chil­
dren enter ihe school system, many of their 
teacher; and counsellors, who have, 
adopted the labels of the dominant society, 
treat them in such a manner that they begin 
to accept the predetermined status that the 
society has decided that they will fulfill as 
adults. Many young children enter the 
school with an abundance of motivation, 
only to find it thwarted within a few short 
years." 

Writing at length in the Vancouver Sun 
about the "learning disability fad." West 
Vancouver child psychiatrist Thomas Millar 
claimed that three-quarters of normal chil­
dren are also not learning well in school 
simply because they are not motivated. To 
him this apparently means they are insuffi­
ciently disciplined at home and at school. 

In two Page Five editorials, Millar offered 
no new ways for parents or teachers to 
respond differently to children's intelli­
gence. But Feuerstein points to better ways . 
to teach. 

"Learning consists of. being modified," 
says Feuerstein. His approach offers a basic 
strategy for improving a child's learning 
ability. Through what he calls "focussed 
learning," Feuerstein attempts to study 
each individual's mental functioning. His 
theory is that retarded performance occurs 
because the child has never been taught 
how to focus his or her attention on signifi­
cant, events and ideas around him or her. 

"Labels become irrelevant, gross and 
misleading," claims Feuerstein, "when one 
looks at the individual's capacity for learn­
ing in this way." Testing is transformed into 
teaching tasks that tell the teacher how a 
student deals with new challenges. The 
examiner becomes a "teacher-observer" 
and the examinee becomes a "learner-
performer." Both are engaged in an active 

56 

jv 'tetiti.'ii 

F. - i l . 'Mtj ' i i l is ,I!J> oppo-.ed to -.peC'.li 
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•'•-cnsiiive children often find it tough to 
cope with the pivssutes of a tegular class­
room; the work is. harder and the leasing 
i an be cruel B u ; Feuerstein isn't con­
cerned. "The only thing 1 don't waul to do is 
to prole ! children from stiess." he says. 

Dynamic Teste 
©The "Learning Potential Assessment Device" is a model for designing what Professor 
Reuven Feuerstein calls "dynamic tests." The LPAD aims to improve intellectual 
functioning. It forces the examinee to thin-c in a dynamic way. 

After the individual Is trained to master an initial problem, he or she is given a series 
of progressively more complex tasks that apply the same basic principle. There is 
considerable discussion between the teacher and the student during the training-Jesting 
period. 

• Figural training problem 8 asks you to find the picture that belongs in the empty 
frame. 
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Fkjural Shift Test problem 3 also asks you to find the picture that belongs in the 
i'mpty frame. 
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Dr. Reuven Feuerstein explains his res.inq 
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Verbal Shift Test problem 9 asks you to find and correct the error. 

, lid pot 

: ; . :wine bottle 

1 

.''/••.'.V. . tin '" .•- • 

3 

• 'table.-' 

4 

cork -

...... 

5 

•. • Clip 

6 

. glass 

Continued from page 55 

The convention hosted a special session 
for B.C. professionals involved in assess­
ment and education of "special needs" 
children. Dr. Feuerstein addressed the ab­
sorbed audience regarding his assessment 
and training techniques. The response of 
the professionals was overwhelming and 
requests for more information are ongoing. 

Most exciting of all was the announce­
ment by Canadian Hada.ssah-WlZO's 
president, Clara Balinsky, of two fellow­
ships of $6,000 each that will be, made 
available lo Canadian post-doctoral 
graduates in. clinical or educational 
psychology to enable them to train for a 
minimum of six months to one year with Dr. 
Reuven Feuerstein at the Jerusalem Re­
search Institute. 

The impact of Dr. Feuerstein's 
techniques is yet to be felt here in B.C. 
However, plans are now being made to 
implement his methods in our province for 
our own low performing children. 

Yes, you will be hearing more about Dr. 
Feuerstein and the Learning Potential As­
sessment Device and Instrumental Enrich­
ment. O 

Hildy Barnett is a school psychologist u.ilh the Van-
couvtri School Ekicird 
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Precision teaching can help you meet the 
needs of slower students, to individualize 
their programs and to guarantee them 
success. 

T O M J O N E S 

©"We must meet the needs o( our slower 
students!" 

"Individualizing a program is the key to 
success!" 

"The less able student must be made to 
feel some measure of success!" 

Sound familiar? Which learning assistant 
in the province has not heard these well-in­
tentioned phrases over and over again? 
And — perhaps more important — how 
many secondary students and their parents 
have heard these same well-worn adages 
time and time again? 

is it possible to meet the needs of slowjr 
secondary students, to individualize their 
programs, and to guarantee them some 
measure of success? 

The answer is yes. 
And how is it accomplished? As I shall 

attempt to demonstrate in this article, such 
goals can be accomplished by establishing 
and implementing a secondary learning 
assistance program based on precision 
teaching. 

And what exactly is precision teaching? 
In a nutshell, it is a task analysis teaching 
approach that is used to plan, to monitor, 
and to evaluate changes in student perfor­
mance over time through direct and daily or 
frequent measurement of behavior. 

In this definition, task analysis simply 
means the process of isolating, arranging in 
sequence, and describing all the essential 
components of a task. If a child is not able to 
perform a particular academic task, the 
sub-skills that are required to perform that 
task, are taught to a teacher-set criterion 
(usually correct and error rates) and then-
and only then- is the student asked to work 
at the higher-level task he/or she is not able 
to perform. 

This is the opposite of the more prevalent 
diagnostic-prescriptive approach, which as­
sumes that because a child cannot perform 
an academic task, there is something wrong 
with his or her cognitive or perceptual 

abilities and that the main emphasis of the 
remediation process should be directed to 
changing his or her cognitive abilities. As 
you c. ; l | soon see, precision teaching looks 
at compensatory education from quite a 
different viewpoint. 

A simple model of the process of preci­
sion leaching is outlined in figure 1. 

P R O B E S <• 

\ 

M O V E M E N T S PER M I N U T E 

\ 

W O R K T O A I M 

A probe is a means of gathering informa­
tion about a child's abilities, and permits the 
teacher to isolate those particular academic 
tasks the student cannot perform. Once this 
is done — and, in many cases, not enough 
time is spent in determining exactly what a 
child cannot do; that is, remediation is 
started too early — work is begun on 
teaching the child how to perform the skill 
that has been isolated and deemed lacking, 
on charting each day's correct and error 
rates, and on deciding — after a specified 
time — whether or not the child should be 
stepped back to a sub-skill or should be 
moved on to a higher skill. 

Sound confusing? Or, worse still, does it 
sound like just another rehash ol what 

remedial teachers have been doing since 
who-knows-when? To show that this isn't 
the case, let's run through a very practical 
example of how a student might be handled 
in a learning assistance program that uses a 
precision teaching approach. 

Suppose a grade 8 student named Jim is 
referred to the learning assistant by his 
mathematics teacher. A discussion between 
the two teachers might disclose that Jim's 
lack of ability lies in the area of computa­
tional facts. Probes are administered (see 
figure 1) and the learning assistant decides 
that subtraction problems in which one digit 
is subtracted from two digits and that in­
volve borrowing X X 2 are one task 

% ( - X 1 : X !>X-') 

that should be isolated or pinpointed. A 
chart is prepared (see figure 2) and repudi­
ation begins. 

Does the chart in figure 2 look compli­
cated? Well, don't be intimidated; because if 
it makes you teel any better (or worse), 
second-grade students have been taught to 
record their own penormances on such 
charts. And this is also where any 
semblance of rehashing educational jar-
gonese ends and something radically new is 
introduced. 

Figure 2 is a semi-logarithmic chart and 
represents the third step in our precision 
teaching model of a few paragraphs ago. It 
is a combinai j r ' of a calendar (running 
horizontally) and of a record of the number 
of times that a particular task has been 
performed in one minute that is, move­
ments per minute (runningvertically). Don't 
let the word "movement" complicate mat­
ters; it is merely a technical term for task. As 
you can see, the chart is good for 12 weeks; 
each heavy vertical line represents Sunday. 

Now, let's get back'to Jim. On Tuesday, 
September 11. Jim practised for 15 minutes 
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This logarithmic chart is used to keep a record oj the number of times a particular task is 
performed in one minute. You think it looks complicated? Grade 2 pupils have been taught 
to keep their own records on such charts. 

Ih.lt . 1 . . J ! I I 

. m a s ( rea. i .n . 
. i . .-iii. ' . i .', i• 1...iiiin.), ani l 

. • -'-iti: ' I i . '. i H i i i . j . '-' . ; . . ![ i..' i , ; at all,'I 

• i h.l h.-i !: , ; : |u i ln i - . l ( - l l ' i l , ,. 

• . ' >.' '• i t ' l l . ' ' . i i . ' . i i r . l ' i am, 

I I • . :l • • ' i till ' Sl'lOlU I <.|lll • '.III III. I I'M'/III ' l 
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thi'ii movvni.-ni count l>v appro:iiiii,,t, k . " . 
pi e c u ' e n h wer l . . and th.il I- ! l i i 
r/uiiiriiiin i i ' l . i a t i o n thai -h >u!d l<>' .ic 
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i , ! ' . " ' Hjain hack to Jim l i m i n g the 
••••'.'I- ' , / ' )• I ' . ' " ! 1 flhe fifth ca l inda i w i c k 
. . i i fin- ' hartj and (J< lub.'i 7 (tlic> sixth 
, ai. 'nil . i i "'i 'c'k; J im i.in into sou,'- trouble 
Ii- the fii.-.i i i i M . n i f c hi- l o r i f f l rate fell 
b'.'low hi', i olii . 'cl ci'li'ii'ition line; Hur.r ,\>tt 
si • i / l i in ' times, and one of the teuels of 
precision teaching is that when this occurs, 
some sort of intervention is required. 
Otherwise, as research has shown, the odds 
are very high that the sludent will not make 
his or her aim in the allotted time. 

In the example here, the intervention 
i insisted of the teacher's helping him with 
five problems before the one-minute tim­
ing. This was tried for three days but, 
unfortunately, during this same phase. 
Jim's error rate fell aboue his minimum 
celeration line of three consecutive days. 
This required a second intervention. 

It was in the form of drill on those 
problems that Jim answered incorrectly 
during the one-minute timing. The result of 
this second intervention was that Jim made 
his aim twice in a row the following week 
and was no longer required to work at that 
isolated task. J im had accomplished what 
he had set out to do. 

What happens now? Actually, there are 
several choices open and they all depend 
on what the long term goal for Jim is. The 
learning assistant and Jim may decide that 
tackling slightly more difficult subtraction 
problems (for example - xxx) might be in 

-xx 

order. If so, another chart is started, three 
days of data resulting from one-minute 
timings are charted, celeration lines are 
drawn, and Jim is off. 

A second option would be to get Jim 
working on applying his newly-acquired 
subtraction skill to work problems. This 
would be an example of moving on to a 
higher-level task. 

A third option would be to drop 
mathematics altogether and start work on 
handwriting or reading. If this is what the 
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to secondary Icaumiu,<iv*Maiicv. I-Vrhaps at 
this point i! n r j i l I T ' beneficial to tin n lo a 
question a n d . i n s u v i format to «jo into a 
little more depth and to gain a more com­
prehensive view (.if precision teaching. 

Is tin- example in this article indica­
tive of what really happens with a 
student? 

Yes, the subtraction task with .Jim is a ve'y 
good example of what can actually happen. 

Can such a system be- implemented 
in a secondary school? 

Yes, it fits, in very well. The 50-minule or 
hour class can be broken down into two 
segments of 25 or 30 minutes. The students 
who are enrolled in the learning assistance 
class practise the task that has been pin­
pointed (or them for 20 minutes or so and 
then there is a one-minute timing, which 
results in the data that are charted. 

It is the teacher's responsibility to ensure 
that any interventions that are necessary are 
implemented during the practice session. 
The same procedure is repeated during the 
second half of the class In effect, each 
student can work on two separate tasks 
each class and consequently can monitor 
his or her performance on two charts. 

How many students could one 
learning assistant handle each block? 

That would depend on a few factors (the 
number of interventions, for example) but I 
would say that four to six would be an 
acceptable size. 

What about materials for these stu­
dents? Are they a l l teacher-prepared 
or are they available commercial ly? 

Materials are definitely a problem — 
especially if there isn't a number of students 
who are working on the same task. The 
materials will most likely be teacher-pre­
pared and an average of six to eight hours is 
necessary to get things prepared for a 
five-day week. Unfortunately, there are no 
commercially-prepared materials that fit the 
bill. 

The main problem with materials centres 
on the fact that each student may work as 
long as two months on the same task, and 
this requires approximately 35 identical 
worksheets. 

Is precis ion teaching any better 
than some of the other approaches to 
learning assistance? 

That, of course, is a matter of opinion. I 
doubt very much whether any other ap-

I ' K M i h ' . i i i del i ii >n-tiate i N i ' f k r t i v v i U ' S h (' >i 

Kirk of effectiveness) .is well ,.is precision 
teaching In addition, no othei suMem per 
mils the student such . i high degree of 
mnt io l and involvement In the decision­
making especially if the student due-, in-, 
or her own charting 

The student is always awnie of the task 
involved, of hove veell or how poorly he or 
she i* doing each day, of when to initiate 
some type of intervention (thiee rn iwcu-
tiee day rule), of what his or her --kill level 
should be in terms of con eel and error rates, 
and — perhaps most important hove long 
il should take to make those aims 

Would such an approach be benefi­
cial to every student in learning assis­
tance? 

No . ! don't think so. Some- students may 
benefit greatly from a more traditional type 
of help and. if that's the case, fin':' Wow-
ever, I think the! precision teaching would 
form an excellent nucleus or base around 
which one would develop a first-rate secon­
dary learning assistance program. 

What about accountability? 
If a secondary learning assistant is 

employing a precision teaching ipproach, 
anyone — administrator, student, parent, 
department head, school trustee — can, 
request, be given the following information 
regarding any student's performance: the 
nature of the task, the correct and error aim 
rates, the dates by which the aims should 
have been met, the performance of the 
child on any given day, and the type of 
instructional intervention or contingency 
that was used in helping the child to make 
his or her aim. 

In addition, an entire year's work for one 
student in learning assistance might be 
recorded on 12-18 logarithmic charts (this 
depends on the number of tasks — re­
member, for each separate task, there is a 
new chart). The chart also acts as an 
attendance record if such is required, and 
one can even use the chart to record the 
number of attempts that the student makes 
during the practice sessions. Is it possible for 
one to be made any more accountable than 
that? 

A common complaint of systems 
involving charting is that the charting 
itself becomes an overwhelming task 
for the teacher. How does the learning 
assistance teacher get around that? 

As 1 mentioned earlier, the solution is to 
teach your students how to chart — and 
there will be very, very Few who cannot do 
so. Grade 2 students have been taught to 
chart their own performance on logarithmic 
paper. 

Would it be possible to implement a 
precis ion teaching learning assis­
tance program at the elementary 
level? 

Definitely. In fact, the original woik i n 
piec i - s io i i teaching was done with elemen­
tary-age children ami there is quite a bit of 
cuir.metcial material available 

Would it be possible for a learning 
assistant to start work on a precision 
teaching program tomorrow — or do 
you have some other advice? 

1 wouldn't advise a secondary learning 
assistant to implement a precision teaching 
program after having read this artid' A 
move in the right direction would be to start 
reading some material on the subject {Ex­
ceptional Teaching by O. White and N. 
Haring: Charles Merrill Press; The Fourth R 
by N. Haring, T. Lovitt, M. Eaton, and C. 
Hansen. Charles Merrill Press), and if possi­
ble, to try to obtain some in-service on the 
subject 1 doubt that precision teaching can 
be picked up at a two-hour workshop on a 
Pro D day. for it requires a radical change in 
how a teacher perceives students and 
learning. 

As a final question, what do you find 
especially intriguing about precision 
teaching? 

Precision teaching intrigues me primarily 
because it approaches the process of 
teaching from the standpoint of science, 
and views the teacher as a scientist, as one 
who observes, measures, records, and pre­
dicts — and that, for both students and 
teach. • s, is something to get excited 
about. C 

Tom Jones teaches al Rosedale Junior Secondary 
School in the Chilliwack school district 

SUMMER ACCOMMODATION 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

The best issue for advertising sum­
mer accommodations available or 
wanted is the March-April issue. Dead­
line for receipt of ad wordings Is March 
,1. :, ;.o,:. ..„:.: v . , 

The May-June issue is also available, 
but may be less useful because of its * 
mailing date,"June• 1.• Deadline for'} 
receipt of ad wording for the May-June : 
Issue is May 1. 

Members of the BCTF qualify for a 
Vs discount off the normal $2.55 a line 
(minimum three lines) rate for clas­
sified ads. 
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A group in Ontario is the first in the 
world to deliver education by means of 

satellites and two-way TV. Here is a 
look at how such technology will affect 

us all. 

N I C K R U S S C L L 

The TV starts to beep gently. It must 
be 8:30. Marie regretfully pushes 
aside the better Lego mousetrap she 
is building in front of her bedroom 
window overlooking the Skeena 
River, and moves to the keyboard, 
pressing the Sign On button as she 
sits down. 

The screen lights up. 
"Good morning, Marie," sp.'.rkles 

a line of yellow type across a blue 
background. "Section Seven of the 
Algebra is next. You were doing 
really well when you finished on 
Friday. Would you like to go straight 
on, or first do a brief review? 

"Press 0 for Review, 1 for Pro­
ceed." 

The freckled child pauses. Deep 
down, she'd love to put off the new 
materia/. But she's trying to get well 
ahead so she can go on holiday a 
week early. She presses L... 

"We have the potential to deliver educa­
tion to anyone, regardless of the time of day 
and regardless of the location." 

That's Peter Bowers speaking. He's head 
of operations for the Ontario Educational 
Authority (OECA), the first educational 
group in the world to deliver educational 
material via satellite and two-way TV. 
• Bowers was a star speaker this spring at 
what was billed as "the first world confer­
ence on Viewdata, Videotex and Teletext." 
And while more than 800 participants flew 
in from around the world to hear an impres­
sive range of resource people at the 
$600-a-head conference. Bowers was the 
only speaker with expertise in education via 
interactive TV. ' 

1. Bowers' paper, titled "Telidon and Education in 
Canada." was co-authored by colleague Maria Cioni, 
but she was not present at the conference, so it was 
Bowers who read ir and fielded questions The 
italicised scenarios in this article are fictional, and were 
not a part of his presentation 

The OECA field trials of videotex use the 
existing TV Ontario network, but Bowers 
emphasizes that existence of such a system 
is not a prerequisite for those going into 
educational videotex. 

In effect, the OECA is simply an informa­
tion provide, using a communications sys­
tem (telephone or cablevision) and home 
televisions with keyboards to provide edu­
cation on demand. 

A number of interactive videotex systems 
are now being set up around the world. The 
most advanced is Prestel, operated by the 
British Post Office and now in full operation 
in many major cities. Similar interactive 
systems are being field-tested in Australia, 
Holland, West Germany, Finland, Japan, 
Norway, Sweden and Canada. 

In Canada tests are just getting under way 
for two rival systems: Telidon, developed by 
the Department of Communications in 
conjunction with several provincial phone 
companies, and Vista, developed by Bell 
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signal lliis broadcast videotex is ut'ten 
culled Teletext. 

In the inteiactive mode, the opeiatoi u s e s 

the keypad or a typewriter-like Ueybi >ai c! ia:-
used on home computer terminals) lo "talk 
to" a cential data bank. This cotninunica 
tion travels via a phone line (automatically 
dialled) or a cableeision line, with the infoi 
mation that the user requests appearing on 
the TV screen. This interactive videotex is 
also called Viewdata. 

Sami's mum turns on the TV in 
their liny Richmond basement suite, 
gives him the keyboard in bed, and 
laboriously types in the key code. 

The television flickers lo life, and 
words creep slowly across the screen: 

"Good. . . morning. . . . Sami. . . 
Are . . . you . . . feeling. . . better?" 

Simultaneously, the Pakistani 
translation appears underneath. 

The system pauses while he peeks 
out n reply, and it hilingually corrects 
a spelling mistake . . . 

"We consider Telidon to be an educa­
tional medium in its own right." Bowers told 
the London conference. 

"It has a number of characteristics we 
think are particularly important from an 
educational point of view. 

! ! • .l."l i. •' -III!"- •! i I" .n 

.tin. Ii. -.. r i )• ",i! I-. ! ! i •• '. • • . ! . . • 
pi'.ceed at hi-, o li.-i . .•.•.•ii p . . v . with 
periodic ieedb.uk on his . .i hei .rogues-. 
And tin," anirilation effect .,( Telid. a - - the 
controlled unfolding ol pages - up. ,'s ip. ll ie 
t>pportunity to focus tire attention of the 
use!, .'.nil to control the p.i. 'i at which the 
pages are ilisplai" . i to the uset." says 
Bowers 

With Telidon's graphics capability, lie 
maintains, a huge variety of educational 
materials can be stored in the computer 
data brink, (or recall by users on demand — 
music scores, economics graphs, chemical 
symbols, political science cartoons, or 
weather maps 

Rowers sees interactive videotex as a 
useful complement to educational TV. 
Typical applications could include: 

• Broadcast listings, plus reviews: 
o Specialized schedules of educational 

broadcasting, so that, for instance, a math 
teacher can quickly find when the Grade 5 
math is on; 

• Teachers' guides; 
D Captioning for the hearing-impaired 

and sub-titles for foreign languages; 
• Promotion of such activities as work­

shops or of new teaching materials; 
• A substitute for some of the mass of 

expensive hand-out material now distri­
buted by maii to TV Ontario students. 

• Dissemination of such information as 
school closures during snow or strikes. 

* ,-V i i'-o i i . educ.ith •!i.il ..fata ban:-. ,m Ii 
a !.•!,•!••!!• e in.it.'VI.:1- au ' l |i|lt|)<»jr,iphi,».. 

f> in.:!iv!.!u,ii!i,' p.:. I 'd uiputei ns-iste.l 
"\- lni . Ii- -II 

AH these t.'i l umpies . Bou-eis em 
pi : i <.••• i . ahead' available The,: d,, 

' i i e i it ave.iils sii r-j >h: th.' di si (if MI lion ol 
'.•.|atpin.'hl and t!i. ' load ' : . : of < oinpnter 
data banks 

By e.uly this spring O L C A had more than 
Mt.H) frames (individual screenful* of infor­
mation) available, and fifi TV terminals 
deployed in schools, colleges, universities, 
libraries, museums and individual homes. 
But in addition to this Ol iCA material, the 
terminals could also be used to access 
1U.000 frames of material supplied by other 
Telidon information providers. 

Jirsori, i 7. ends the game of 
Battleship Galuaica. which he's been 
playing illicitly on one of the school 
library videotex terminals, and 
punches in the phone number of his 
girlfriend. 

"Is Moody home?" he types. 
"Sorry, she's gone surimming," 

comes the answer typed by her 
mother on hisscreen. Damn. Hediats 
his biology teacher's office down the 
hall. 

"Mr. Kugelschreiber will be back 
shortly," says the TV. Who's cal­
ling?" 

Jason identifies himself. 
"Yes, Jason," says the box, "Mr. 

K. wants to see you. Can you come in 
at 13:15?" 

Jason presses the Yes key. 
"That's a date then," says the 

screen . . . 

P R I M E M I N I S T E R S O F C A N A D A 

S I R W I L F R E D L A U R I E R 
i . 1 8 9 6 - 1 9 1 1 ; 

U n d e r L a u r l e r C a n a d a a s a 
n a t i o n p r o a d e n e d a n d g r e w . 
L a u r i e r w a s a T i n t o r a t o r a n d 
d e b a t e r . b r I n g i n g a n e l e g a n c e 
t o H o u s e d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 

~ - D u r i n g h i s t e n u r e A l b e r t a -
a n d S a s k a t c h e w a n w e r e c r e a t e d 

a n d - i m m i g r a t i o n p o u r e d i n t o , t h e W e s t . T h e 
i n d u s t r i a l E a s t a l s o e x p a n d e d a n d C o n a d o 

w a s a l i v e w i t h g r o w t h . - • * 

T h e f i r s t F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n P r i e e M i n i s ­
t e r . , h i s g r e a t e s t c o n t r l b u t i o n w a s t h « 
p r o m o t i o n o f g o o d w i l l a m o n g a l l : r a c e s . 

T E L I D O N - r P A G E 8 4 . ? ' * 

The Telidon videotex system permits digital storage of photographs, 
available on the home TV at the push of a button. 

msm 

Computer-generaed graphics on Telidon could be very useful in 
education. Quizzes can easily be included — and the computer does 
the marking. ... _.. _ 
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ready ,tv..ll..i.k\ i l l . ' ! . ' ,11.' oth.'IS. -.llh b.'l! 
developed. 

"We tlmik Telidon w i l l i audio wi.uM i 
v.-iy i isekil learning device," s.iv-. B u u v i 
gently | ' ,riJ , .kiiinj tin- experts !.> finish d . -
veloping 1I11-. i ,i , iliiv. w h i c h is ue . i i l v ."'l ! h . ' 
o immeic i a l stage. 

Bowers would also Ilk..' to see "w\v 
software" developer I - I he ability fi >t a use! 
to ca l l up the "eiitinl compute] and get 

comi 'Hiter pti ' i i : . : . ! ' , "di .,*. t t l o a d e d " into in? 
own terminal, s o that he can then work 
"n l f - l iue ' w i i h o u l t y i n g up ihe p h o n e or 
constantly U s i n g expensive C o m p u t e r lime 
iel idon scientists .ue ' . ' . o ik ing on this 

And he won! i like I. > • ha id-c ipy 
print.".:, e a s i l y .• v, 1it.1t.U_-. s o that every ter 
• , .u i i i ! : i - I T would ii. ! : i < >py of fiat he or 

she h a s done or w i i a : • >r ••!.•' It.>s 
summoned to the screen. 

Other techniques on trie di awing b o a t d 
include transmission of d a t a in Ihe wee 
small hours or on unused cable channels, 
for automatic local storage, and communi­
cation between terminals without access to 
the central data base (as Jason was doing, 
above). 

Bowers is quick to admit that so far the 
OECA's participation in videotex is modest. 
However, last summer his group iinked up 
with the Bell Vista trials, which provided 
another 1,000 videotex terminals around 
Ontario with access to a 100,000-frame 
data base. And agreement in principle has 
been reached for OECA's participation in 
further videotex trials by the Canadian 
Cablesystems organization. 

Telidon itself has extensive tests already 
under way or starting soon right across 
Canada. (The B.C. Tel Telidon trials start in 
January.) They should not be construed as 

-p> i i l l ' II i ipil i , ' l i t and i • •:i:pili.'t | •'.• -; 
lain- I , ' l i d . . < . . [ ; ' i .11 !..• , i t<n t . .1 111.' HI 

millioi n , it Can.l i ll.ill boll :<': 
As some -.age re. en tic -..'.id. that blue 

we w.'i,' talking a b o i l ! I-. Ilo'.'.' i .v. 'ihe,id 

. Mr.i /. .II ' M i / m i /i.'..i./a.-. 
(•\:r/i III. ! In'! (//lis:, : p ",. !/[(').' s'i.i' Ult ' 
c/y. ' , ' : , ; . ' ,</ , ' . , ." . to th:- -.(, if (i i II .in f. « 
11 C I / ; ) . . / revolting M'hl "" ' I •' '/fl 1 I hell 
she signs on to the cidi.'i itv\ U:iminal. 
Miiicfiiichet/ l><.'!vi'<:n /he i r i, ;f n K i-. 
and Karl Hugelsclueibet's oi/l/i'ioii.s 
hov of c/og/csn. 

"(./.". SI'I'.I.L 1/ / \ n ( . . . n . . , . N 
she insrn/rf.s the t<:i,;[nitcr. cg i ies / 
ing u progress lepml on / lo i r /ier 
sludenls im» doing with iheir self 
,",.'. i.-rf ''/'.riling review assignment., 
(«S/H:/I'I;I ; ii' ('mule 12':' No harm in 
dav-drennung. is l l n i , . ',' 

Mcadowmuffin studies t/ie /isr 
quickly, and presses the Prinl button, 
lo yet o primout to take home that 
evening. Then she pats the temiinal 
in Message mode, and turites u note 
lo one student, congratulating him on 
hi: progress, and saying she'll be 
on-line to him /or discussion next 
morning. He'll get the note when he 
turns on. first thing. She sends 
another message home, telling her 
husband there are fish-fingers in the 
fridge. 

That reminds her of two things. 
She calls up the Safeway tele-order 
data bank, orders another case of fish 
fingers, and arranges payment with 
her Visa card. Then she addresses a 

I >r I mie Chang connects the Universitv of 
l l r t o / i i i • lti-,1 / , ; i , l . , i , / ' i . / i n , - . Pe<criplion 
Instruction unit In an Ottawa t/ut.i h r., h i 
means of telephone cables The unit is 
being used for research into computer as­
sisted ins. rue/ion. 

final mischievous memo lo a col 
league, '••,'iic/i he'I! get when he rolls 
in and e*1": the terminal for messages 
at 10 tomorrow: 

KARL: MOVE YOUR STICKING 
DOGFISH. SIGNED, ANON r 

Nick Russell runs ihu journalism program at Vancouvt-'i 
City College He had one seme slot's leave last p̂rincj io 
research Ihe future impact of new technology on the 
nuws industry He wrote this article especially for "the 
li C T earlier while in London, Li ntj. and 

I . M O R E C O M P L E X 

- - - - iri'ni i IIminini. II ••wmn i ii-,-mir_Mn_i_H-_TiiiTniiwirii^ -

The computer generation and storage of graphic illustrations can 
greatly aid educational material — all available in seven gorgeous 
colors! 

Graphs and similar illustrations work well on Telidon, particularly in 
color and when used in conjunction with animation so that the 
information is added to the screen in digestible increments. 
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The Ministry of Education has placed 100 
microcomputers in schools as a pilot project. 
Here are suggestions for using the computers 

effectively. 
B I . T T Y ( ( ) | j , s < t l K , ( , | ( , | | H I y M A S O N 
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& i n -

!:H \: p.'. 
j . . . . J . • , .'lUlj. I;. '-

i >L3I; sine 

Cor 

ci'eas 
sooil I'et' 
automi ibil 

,u: the pi 
llllt'itich-

niurriwi <>! the fu»t 
:i In,' himi.t!! hand.'!, 

they provide a. Kisi- i fur v.->»rld*Ai.if reserva-
m-. tor the travel industry, thev control fur! 

injection systems, watches, oven timers 
ami children's toys ana tin.".' play video 
games on the home television set 

Kirther. because of remarkable advances 
in miniaturization, ihe cost of computers of 
all types is rapidly decreasing, which in turn 
enables an ever increasing range of 
economical applications foi ihern A com­
puter of the same capacity as one that 2(1 
years ago cost a million dollars and filled a 
room i i now available for one five hun­
dredth of the cost in a machine n:r larger 
than a typewriter. 

This is now the real world in which our 
children must grow up. Without question 
the computer, like the hand-held calculator, 
will be ever-present in their future work­
places and homes. How best to prepare 
them for an awareness and a constructive 
use of these machines in as important 
challenge confronting us in the schools. 

Recently the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics gave a high prior­
ity to the following:. "Al l students should 
have icccss to calculators and increasingly 
to . omputers throughout their school 
mathematics program. A computer literacy 
course should be part of the general educa­
tion of every student." 

Aware of and responding to such de­
velopments, the Ministry of Education has 
commissioned the Joint Education Man­
agement Projects Group (JEM) to conduct 
an analysis of trends in the educational use 
of computers. In addition, if has organized a 
pilot project that involved the placing of 100 
Apple 11 Plus microcomputers in selected 
schools in September 1980. An interesting 
aspect of the project is the allocation of 
many of these'microcomputers to elemen­
tary schools. 

Now that microcomputers have begun to 
find their way into our classrooms, it might 
be useful to consider some ways in which 
they could be used. First, however, some 
terminology. 

The microcomputer is a portable self-
contained "real" computer, requiring no 
hook-up to a larger computer. The Apple 11 
Plus is about the size of a large portable 

.typewriter and has a similar keyboard. It 
must be connected to either a video-display 
monitor or to a printer to display its infor-
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piograrii on ; : cassette tape is led ::,;o die 
Apple he ait orciinaiy cassette player 
f loppy disks, winch look like -oil -lo rpm 
pin I'lograph records, use a "oii-k 'drive" lo 
"boot" in the program- The computer and 
its peripheral attachments are called-collec­
tively "Ihe hardwaie." 

Each computer system uses a "lan­
guage." The microcornputei- tend to use 
versions of a computer language called 

i . C O M P U T E R P R O G R A M M I N G AS 
PART OF T H E C U R R I C U L U M 

Unquestionably tne piesence of a mi­
crocomputer will facilitate the teaching of 
compute! prcgiamnii i ig techniques and 

aiee o l the i l l ' •si likelv places to 
begin using the Apple lis is with the com­
puter science elective ottered in secondary 
schools Several nm rocomputers would be 
needed per class for individual practice, 
which , with the necessary peripheral 
equipment, will require a minimum capital 
outlay of about $2500 per computer unit. 

Music on a computer! These students at Twin Rivers Elementary School in Castlagar are 
fascinated by what the computer can produce. 

Computers have resulted in a new literacy requirement for today's students. The opportunity 
to key in responses to programs should begin very early The primary grades offer plenty of 
content that can be handled by computers. ,j, 
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Possibly of mo:i- challenge is the Use of 
the Apple II for the teaching (if program­
ming to elementary school students. Al 
though a few articles on this have been 
published, no ancillary' teaching aids or texts 
appear to be easily available to teachers. 
Because frequent machine "hands-on" ex­
periences are essential for the teaching of 
programming, a significant investment in 
machines, monitoring and space would 
have to be made. How and when we can 
best teach communication skills in the 
BASIC language to younger children is a 
question that needs some careful investiga­
tion. There are bound to be some exciting 
developments in this area in the near future. 

2. D R J L L PRACTICE AND 
TUTORIAL USE 

A second use of the microcomputer is for 
transmitting stored programs. A blossoming 
market in commercially developed prog­
rams now exists. Many, if not most, of the 
educational programs currently available 
can be described as either straightforward 
drill and practice or drill and practice in a 
game format. 

Most of these drill and practice programs 
follow procedures highly reminiscent of 
those used in the teaching machines in 
vogue 20 years ago. However, because of 
the large capacity of the computer, prog-" 
rams can now be written at several levels of 
difficulty to provide a closer match between 
the practice exercise and a student's ability. 

Many programs follow the usual 
technique of questions in multiple choice 
format displayed one by one on the screen 
of the monitor. Immediate feedback occurs 
after the typing in of the answer. Current 
methods of supplying positive reinforce­
ment frequently involve an invariant repeti­
tion of a flashing "WOW" or "TERRIFIC," 
which begins to pall after a very short while. 

, These drill and practice programs may 
include a record keeping device so that the 
teacher can scan the students' results at the 
end of the day. 

One of the programs to be tested in the 
B.C. pilot study is the Milliken Mathematics 
Sequence for Grades 1 to 6. This program is 
very much drill and practice, with the ability 
to generate randomly computational prob­
lems of specified difficulty levels as, for 
example, multiplication with two digit fac­
tors. . . 

Experiences with the earlier teaching 
machines suggest that even with college 
classes, many students cannot be expected 
to work alone with a machine profitably for 
long periods of time. Strategies for produce 
ing social interaction need to be built into 
lengthy programs. Another current problem 
is that commercially available drill and prac-: 
tice sequences cannot always be highly 
related to the content and objectives 
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selected by a teacher for a class. To over­
come this difficulty, programs are being 
introduced that enable a teacher to type his 
or her own questions directly into a preset 
format. This approach appears to be a most 
fruitful one. 

"/ think the picture tube's shot. It keeps 
saying'wrong answer." 

We should mention a potential hazard 
with drill and practice programs. These 
programs are often unable to distinguish 
between errors ot cognition and typing 
errors, which, given the typewriter 
keyboard of the Appie II, are a likely 
occurrence with young children. Whether a 
lack of manual dexterity will prove a frus­
trating element for young children remains 
to be seen. A faulty entry on the keyboard of 
the Apple II can be corrected using a 
back-spacer key, although a program itself 
cannot be turned back with ease to a 
previous point. 

Tutorial programs provide more of an 
instructional framework than do the drill 
and practice ones. The dollar cost of - a 
tutorial program used by one student at a 
computer is very high when compared to 
that of a textbook or a teacher-led lesson. 
Because the amount of reading involved in 
these programs tends to be heavy and 
because it is difficult to look back easily over 
the early parts of a program, the value of 
many of these tutorial programs seems to be 
questionable. 

There is nothing in any of the above 
criticisms that cannot be overcome by im­
aginatively and carefully produced 
software. However, at the moment very 
little creative software is available, although 
some lof the programs built by the Min­
nesota Educational Computers Consortium 
( M E C C ) n ^ - for example their music, pro­
gram — offer a good value. 

3. LESSON AIDS FOR WHOLE 
CLASS USE 

We think the most interesting and practi­
cal possibility for the immediate use of the 

Apple II in schools is as a supplement to 
classroom instruction where one machine is 
used as a whole-class learning aid. The JEM 
paper "Microcomputers in the Schools" 
supports this view. ". . . teacher uses the 
device much as an overhead projector and 
one device is used for a class perhaps driving 
several colour monitors,. . . (this) approach 
looks to show by far the greatest payback in 
terms of value to the learning process." 

Problems that involve several variables in 
simulated situations seem well suited to this 
type of computer use. In these the class is 
presented with a situation; for example, one 
involving decisions in a pioneer family set-

, ting, or one dealing with the different var­
ieties and environmental needs of fish in a 
! seal lake, or one concerning energy costs of 
different home appliances in British Col­
umbia. First with guidance from the teacher, 
and later on their own, the students make 
different choices and attempt to forecast the 
results, thus developing their sensitivity to 
choices and consequences. 

While a few such programs are commer­
cially available (principally through MECC) 
there is a clear need for B.C. curriculum 
referenced materials. To meet this need a 
central collection and dissemination agency 
for locally developed coursewa:i is planned 
by the Ministry of Education. Perhaps in the 
not too distant future a bank of useful 
problem solving programs will be available 
to be drawn on much like BCTF Lesson 
Aids. 

The screen of the TV monitor is a con­
cern. For use with a whole class even a large 
TV screen is not satisfactory either in size or 
definition. A means of projection for the 
Apple 11 comparable to that of an overhead 
projector needs to be developed im--
mediately. 

r 

Children are fascinated by the magic of the 
computer and what it can do. One serious 
problem, however, is that little creative 
software is available to teachers at present. 
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4. D E V E L O P M E N T OF C O M P U T E R 
L I T E R A C Y 

Microcomputers in the home and school 
as well as in offices, stores, and small 
businesses, will by their very presence assist 
the objective of computer literacy. Even 
without specific training in programming, 
people who come into contact with these 
machines will develop a vocabulary relating 
to computers, some sense of the sequence 
of steps in the logic of computer program­
ming, and some ability to work with the 
machines (especially when they balk). Both 
the fear and mystique that often surround 
computers should soon be dispelled in favor 
of a more realistic appraisal of what they can 
and cannot do. 

While it may be necessary to develop 
specific courses to teach computer literacy, 
the opportunity for children to key in re­
sponses to programs should begin very 
early. The primary grades offer plenty of 
content ideas that could well be handled on 
a computer. Such procedures as identifying 
similar items in a group or finding the item 
different from the rest of a set, could well be 
done with graphic displays before reading 
skills are present. If teachers employ the 
correct vocabulary and become alert to the 
many opportunities for the appropriate use 
of the computer, computer literacy could 
well be acquired during the elementary 
school years. 

IN-SERVICE EXPERIENCES FOR 
TEACHERS 

The appropriate use of the Apple II 
naturally depends on the availability of an 
interested teacher. Sufficient competence 
could quickly be acquired if in-service ex­
periences were available for teachers to 
practise loading programs into the mic­
rocomputer, to type the few standard com­
mands, and to become familiar with the 
software currently available to them. Re­
lease of information on, newly available 
software should be ongoing and become 
routine, perhaps by a column in The B.C. 
Teacher. 

To meet the need for locally relevant 
materials, teachers wanting to become 
competent in programming should be en­
couraged by released time or other availa­
ble means. Schools should consider sub­
scribing for $10 a year lo Microscope, the 
newsletter of the JEM Group (7), and tcThe 
Computing Teacher magazine as a source 
of ideas. 

In the not too distant future interesting 
questions on how the then readily available 
computers are to change curriculum con­
tent and teaching practice will be upon us. 
These questions will not be satisfactorily 
answered, however, until teachers them­
selves have developed the computer skills 

that their own students will have found 
mandatory. It has been seriously suggested 
that within 10 to 15 years some degree of 
computer efficiency will be necessary for 
most people to be employable. 

Even though a tapid increase in the use of 
computers in schools appears imminent, 
the considerable challenge facing educators 
in even beginninga bank of B.C. referenced 
software should dispel any naive notions 
that computers are about to take over our 
"classrooms. Although an Apple for the 
teacher will soon be a necessary instruc­

tional component, like the chalkooard, the 
textbook, the overhead projector, and the 
television set, it will ultimately be employed 
with varying degrees of effectiveness. As 
always, the level of effectiveness will de­
pend on the insight, the imagination, and 
the experience of the teacher using it.O 

Betty Collis teaches junior secondary mathematics in 
Victoria and Is a part-time instructor in the Faculty of 
Education. Universrty of Victoria Geoffrey Mason is a 
professor of education. University of Victoria 

Bibliography available on request. 

WE SHALL MISS THESE TEACHERS 
In Service Last Taught In Died ; 

Allisen (Braidwood) Fi«irburn West Vancouver August 1, 1980 
Steve Fluter Nanaimo August 21, 1980 
Joan L. (Faynor) Lapp Delta August 7, 1980 

Retired Last Taught In : Died 
Thelma (Hobbs) Atkins Albemi August 13, 1980 
Muriel Baxter Cranbrodk August 28, 1980 • 
Inez H , (Sim) Brierley Creston . September 5. 1980 
Mabel Conibear Victoria July 6, 1980 
Florence Eickhoff . , v New Westminster September 16, 1980 
Mildred (MacKenzte) • Ibbetson Victoria - July 2 . . 1980 
Marion (Jacobson) Jackson .. •>.•#>; Vancouver September 19, 1980 
Katherine Jones Vancouver September 15, 1980 
Vera Lewis Vancouver September 25, 1980 
Olga (Burianyk) Lockerby Vancouver , , ' - August 6,1980 
Ola M. McLean Vancouver ' August 8, 1980 
Arthur Patterson Victona 1 September 28,1980 
Freda (de la Court) Sanford North Vancouver . August 22,1980 
Constance (Welch) Thornton. • • .-• Victoria September 10, 1980 
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pnpsica 
educati 

You take intellectual study 
time away from children, yet 
they maintain or even im­
prove their achievement. 
Too good to be true? Not 
at all. Schools that offer 
physical education daily do 
it all the time. 

F R E D L . M A R T E N S 

©What is behind the trend all across 
Canada toward more and better quality 
physical education? Is daily physical educa­
tion a fad or a movement with educational 
justification and tested results? 

Is there a basis for the claims that physical 
education-oriented programs can contri­
bute to more effective ways of learning than 
those ways provided by conventional pro­
grams — ways that will preserve and foster 
the enthusiasm of young children and 
create more efficient learning environ­
ments? 

High quality daily physical education is 
becoming a popular part of school pro­
grams, particularly at the elementary level 
but also in the secondary grades. It is in part 
a response to the advocacy during the '70s 
by professionals in the related fields of 
health, medicine, recreation, and physical 
education, for more activity time, better 
quality instruction and more participation 
by more children. 

The changed attitude is also the result of 
an awakening interest in programs that may 
be more in harmony with what is known 
about the nature and growth of children — 
programs that provide better balance of 
academic, social, cultural, and physical ac­
tivities. 

So far as school curricula are concerned 
the '70s may well go down in history as the 
decade of the advent of daily physical 
education. It was during the '70s that rec­
ommendations from a series of confer­
ences pointed to the importance of more 
activity time and better quality programs for 
children — The National Conference on 
Fitness and Health, Ottawa, 1972; The 
Child in Sport and Physical Activity, 
Queen's University, 1973; The B.C. Con­
ference on Health and Physical Activity, 
Vancouver, 1973. In 1976 C A H P E R s (The 
Canadian Association for Health. Physical 
Education and Recreation) committee on 
school programs published New Perspec­
tives, which made a number of specific 
recommendations for improving elemen­

tary school physical education, one being a 
recommendation for daily classes taught by 
o impotent teachers. 

While the recommendations for more 
physically active programs came from 
teachers of physical education and profes­
sionals in the health and recreation fields, 
parents were strong in their support for this 
concept. Many parents, concerned over the 
sedentary lifestyles of their children, banded 
together and in a number of instances 
petitioned schools or school boards to in­
corporate more physical activity in their 
programs. 

Early in the decade some of the more 
enthusiastic and innovative physical 
educators across Canada initiated projects 
that were designed to test the effectiveness 
of activity-oriented programs. In 19Tl the 
Board of Education for the Borough of 
North York in Ontario implemented PEP 
(for Physical Education Project) in soms of 
its schools with ongoing evaluation from 
year to year. One ot the most significant 
comments from the report of the evaluation 
done after the first phase of the project was 
one that allayed some of the fears of 
educators: 

" A concern expressed at the initial stages 
of the implementation of PEP that a daily 
physical education program might interfere 
with pupil growth in other areas of the 
curriculum is not supported by the results of 
this evaluation. Further, the results seem to 
indicate that this type of program has a 
positive effect on the overall growth of the 
child." 

A recommendation at the end of that first 
phase was that "all children in North York 
elementary schools be involved in a mean­
ingful, daily physical education experi­
ence." A later survey revealed that teachers 
involved in the experiments had very posi­
tive feelings: 

• a majority of teachers felt that time 
given to physical activities was not done at 
the expense of other subject areas; 

• th._e-quarters of the teachers ob-
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served positive eiietis on attitudes ,mx\ or 
performance of pupils. 

© nearly al! (9S per cent! of the pupils 
enjoyed physical education. 

in B.C. one of tire firs! programs of daily 
physical education began in two schools in 
Prince George in January 1974. The highly 
favorable results of this project prompted a 
number of other elementary schools in the 
school district to adopt the. daily program. 

The highly successful project in Vanves, 
on the outskirts of Paris, had a profound 
influence in the trend toward more and 
better programs of physical education in 
Canada; indeed, this project probably 
served as the most important motivating 
factor. 

In the French project, timetables of some 
classes were revised so that, essentially, the 
children did their academic work in the 
mornings and devoted the afternoons to 
more physically active experiences, The 
1960 results showed that in addition to 
being healthier and more fit, the children in 
the experimental classes were keener and 
happier, and their intellectual achievements 
were at least as good as those of other 
children, 

The Millgrove Elementary School Proj­
ect, in Spruce Grove, Alberta; the Sher­
wood School Project in Regina, Sas­
katchewan; and the Blanshard School Proj­
ect in Victoria, B.C. were at least initially 
modelled on the Vanves pattern. The Blan­
shard Project, monitored for four years from 
1974 to 1978, began on the Vanves model 
but later developed a pattern of its own, 
featuring a flexible timetable, adapting to 
the rotation of activities among the classes. 
Objective test results and reaction surveys 
showed that academic achievement was 
maintained or improved, while attitudes of 
the students became more positive and 
fitness improved. Similar results were re­
ported by the Millgrove and Sherwood 
projects. 

In 1977 the Renfrew County Roman 
Catholic School Board in Ontario im­

plemented a daily physical education pro­
gram in all its 2h' elemeniuiy schools. Six 
months later the assessment was "in two 
words — very favorable " Teachers' com­
ments were enthusiastic, and oi.....: again the 
big change seemed lo be in improved 
attitudes. 

Schools in every province from New­
foundland to B.C. have experimented with 
daily physical education. In New Brunswick 
the Department of Education mandated 
daily schedules for all pupils in Grades 1 to 3 
beginning in September 1979. The De­
partment of Education in Saskatchewan is 
insisting on the allotment for physical edu­
cation of 30 minutes per day. Most 
elementary schools in Calgary are at least in 
some grades devoting a part of each day to 
physical education. 

The Nanaimo School Board began a pilot 
project with four elementary schools In 
1976. Two years later, when an evaluation 
revealed that from the point of view of 
principals, teachers, parents, and children 
results were highly favorable, the group of 
schoois involved was substantially en­
larged. Schools not selected were eager to 
participate as well and joined in the project 
voluntarily. 

The number of school boards that have 
approved or mandated physical education 
on a daily basis indicates the degree to 
which the concept is being accepted by 
administrators. Among the boards that have 
asked that daily programs be initiated in all 
their elementary schools are: Prince 
George, Lethbridge, Ottawa, London 
(Ontario), St. Boniface (Manitoba), Revel-
stoke, and most recently, Vancouver. 

It is clear from the evidence that has been 
accumulating that programs incorporating 
more than the minimum allotments of 
physical education often produce more 
positive changes in children than conven­
tional programs. This is more than an 
impression — too many independent ex­
periments have produced corroborating re­
sults. Lest vou are led to believe that some 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F V I C T O R I A 

F a c u l t y o f E d u c a t i o n 

S T A F F A S S O C I A T E P R O G R A M 

Staff associateships will be offered to highly 
qualified candidates interested in full-time 
graduate work in Education at the Master's 
degree level. Each associate will be granted 
$7,500 for the year to assist in the work of the 
Faculty of Education. For further information, 
write: Dean of Education, Station "B," University 
of Victoria, Box 1700, Victoria, BC V8W 2Y2. 

r* 9 it* 
S f 1 © ! s l € 5 r 

l i k e a f a m i l y 
s h e l t e r ? ' 

Teachers' Home 
Ownership Savings Plan 
The THOSP is a government-
approved tax shelter that 
allows you to reduce taxable 
income while saving, and earn 
interest on pre-taxed income. 

You can contribute up to 
1,000 tax deductible dollars 
each year to an accumulated 
lifetime maximum of $10,000. 
And you and your spouse can 
have separate.THOSPs for a 
total accumulated savings of 
$20,000 plus interest. It you 
withdraw from the plan to 
purchase an owner-occupied 
home in Canada, you will 
never pay income tax on 
those accumulated savings, 
nor on the interest earned, 

II the THOSP sounds like a tax 
shelter you could build on, call 
Teachers' Co-op today for a 
free brochure. 

Your THOSP contributions 
must bo made by 
December 31,1980 to be 
eligible to receive tax 
savings for the current tax 
year. 

.Please;see our ad inside the 
back cover for branch 
addresses. 
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of flu' claims sound "!uu goo.' !'> be true 
— are illogical and even extravagant — an 
explanation may help to dispel the appear 
ance of mysticism. 

No magic or mystery is involved. Indeed, 
we might have expected wet. belter results 
from the studies on a purely logical basis 
We have always known that children are by 
nature physically oriented and that "play Ls 
one of the most effective media for learning 
for the young child." Perhaps what we have 
bc'v'n doing is forcing children into our 
academic moulds loo early in their lives and 
keeping them physically inactive behind 
their desks for too much of the school day. 
We may have been going beyond the point 
of diminishing returns in terms of our de­
mands on attention spans. 

If the above is fair reasoning it follows that 
a program with a more equitable balance 
between intellectual and physically active 
exercises should be a step in the right 
direction. If the physical activities are care­
fully designed they become a strong 
medium for learning, as well as for recrea­
tional needs. 

How much of the school day should be 
devoted to predominantly physical activity? 
We probably don't know yet. But it seems 
that we can safely allocate at least on'j-third 
of the day to learning through physical 
movement (including physical education 
and other cultural activities) without a dec­
rement in the conventional standard of 
intellectual achievement. The gains are the 
improved feelings and attitudes that now 
become a part of the child, as well as the 

mm 

Children are physically oriented by nature. 
Play is therefore one of the most effective 
media for learning. Daily physical activity is 
becoming more and more common in 
schools. 

improvements in / . s i . illness, and health 
that add up to a moie positive lileslj-le 
with tne possibility of better cad. 'ink. '.oik 
loo! 

/"• q'.'.e'ii. ni that may well lie asked is 
"How can you take intellectual study time 
away from a child and still have- him or her 
maintain the former standard of achieve 
merit':1" In the first place it is a fact that this 
phenomenon has been observed in most, if 
not all, of the experiments. Teachers explain 
it in this way A balanced program is just 
more efficient. Children leaiu through all 
their activities and waste less lime if their 
enthusiasm is maintained What helps to 
maintain enthusiasm i •' ..nowledge that 
there is going to be a variation in activity and 
there is a change to look forward to Con­
centration is heightened. Then; is more 
"designed excitement" in such a school 
day; there are more different kinds of 
experience, more different kinds of learn 
ing. Time is used to better advantage. 

We should expect, therefore, that as the 
teacher capitalizes on the developing en­
thusiasm, improved self-concept and im­
proved attitude toward school work, that 
academic achievement standards will rise 
significantly above those of children on 
customary programs. It stands to reason 
that children who feel better about them­
selves, who think more highly of their 
school, who are keener and more en­
thusiastic, will learn more. 

There is no panacea or Utopia. Better 
programs come at a price. It takes time and 
effort to design and organize a balanced 

curriculum To teach the whole child is more 
work for teachers. Hut those who have iried 
it feel it is not only what they should be 
doing but it is worth the price to see "the 
flushed, smiling faces, looking very pleased 
with their most recent efforts " 

It is worth the price for the principal and 
teachers to notice the changed atmosphere 
of industriousness, loyalty, and improved 
behavior It is worth the price to teach in a 
happy school where there is excitement and 
achievement. The pay off is big!'."."1 

l)r Frtid MarU'ns is a f.icullv member in LJ Vic's School 0! 
Physical tiilucatinn. 

Indications are that one-third of ihe day can 
safely be allocated to learning through 
physical movement without interfering with 
intellectual achievement. 

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE 
IN VICTORIA it charming house with laige garden, rill 
within I' i mill", of tin- ritv rt'iilte, is available for lease 
from July 1, 1981 ' ' August 15, 1983 r»t reasonable 
'rtt*'s: tiuiu't lit in- pursuing tits education in Lower 
Mainland. For further detail* (oulact P.V. Alltngham, 
:M>22 Harriet Htwd, Victor!*. UC V9A 1T4. Phono 3H5. 
0402. 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
H I E C H E A P E S T H O L I D A Y Y O U ' L L EVER IIAVE1 
Europe mil of ihe question? British hotels exorbitant? 
.loin the growing hand of "Home Exchangers'* and be 
free to iravel wherever yon wish. Write lo us and we'll 
intioduce you to like-minded travelling families front all 
over (he world. HOME FKOM H O M E . Oaslandls House, 
1, Broadlane, Coticnhain, Cambridge, CB4 4SW, England. 

S P O T L E S S LUXURY 1-bedroom apartment. Kihei. 
Maui. Across from beach, Sauna, pool, Jacuzzi, two len­
tils courts. Reasonable rate*:. 263-8004. 

C E L E B R A T E C H R I S T M A S IN T H E C A R I B O O in a log 
cabin. Cross-country skiing, snowmobiliny, ice fiih'ng, 
skating, etc. Completely furnished, Suitable for 1-4 
people. Available December 20 to January 3. S250 per 
week or S400 for en!ire period. For further deta.l* phone 
791-5203 after 5:00 pm. 

H O L I D A Y IN T H E D E S E R T twelve miles east of 
Palm Springs. Cosy three bedroom home on quiet cul-
de-sac in Palm Desert. Sparkling ntw pool, hot pool and 
decor. Gardener, pool maintenance and utilities included 
ot 5960 per month. Available January 1 to April 9, 
1981. Two to four responsible guests. 7130 Curtis Street, 
Burnaby. BC V5A 1J9. 298-9ib8. 

HOLIDAYS / TRAVEL 
' I S R A E L . "The Trip of a Lifetime." (Ketired Teacher's-

Speclal.) Fabulous 10 Day Tour lo Israel fnt retited 
teachers! Get away to I tie sun and see the cradle of 
ihe world's great religions. All inclusive, price from Van­
couver is S1998 (Can. funds). Tour includes: direct jet ait 
tare lo Israel. 1st class hotels, 2 meals per day, lour escort, 
limited lour membership, optional folklore evening, all 
entrance fees, cruise tin Sea of Galilee, kibbutz slay, buses 
and guides, /ill tips and (axes, bee Jerusalem, Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Galilee, Tel-Aviv. Haifa. Jericho. Dead Sea, 
Messddd and much more. 5-day add-un tours available 
in Egypt. Greece or Home for IS day combined tour*. 
"An Educational and Cultural Experience of a Lifetime." 
Di-parltire dates: 1980: Nov. 3. 17 and 24. 1981: Jan. 
12 and 26. Feb. 9 and 23, March 9 and 23. July 8 <!ot 
active and retired teachvr*}. Cut-off date —30 days before 
departure. For Information write or phone: Teach-A-Trip 
Tours Lid .1153 Grover Ave.. Coquitlam. BC V3J 3E9. 
Ph. 936-6463 or T.avel Desk SJ'U. Simon Eraser Univer­
sity, Burnaby. BC. Ph. 294-3265. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
L O S E WEIGHT and keep it off. Enjoy food more. Tape 
program gives you easy-io-use l(.ols! Your Friend For 
Life Weiyht-Conlrol Program. Free details- Box 194-T, 
Nanaimo. BCV9H5K9. 
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LANGLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Applications are requested for the position of Directoi 
of Instruction (Elementary) to commence August 1, 
1981, or earlier, tc replace incumbent who is retiring. 

The person appointed would be one of four senior ad­
ministrators and a member of the Administrative Coun­
cil . He or she would report to the Superintendent of 
Schools and be responsible for the administration of 
elementary education in tne school district. 

The district will have an enrolment in excess of 14,000 
students and is still growing. There are 31 elementary 
schools with a major building program in progress, and 
seven secondary schools. The Langley school district 
is 35 miles from Vancouver. 

A proven and dynamic educator is looked for with ad­
ministrative experience and strong leadership qualities. 
A complete job description of the above position is 
available upon request. 

Applications, with supporting documents, should be 
received by the undersigned on or before December 15, 
1980. 

Dr. L.P. Sampson, Superintendent of Schools, SD 35, 
(Langley), 22259 48th Avenue, Langley, BC V 3 A 3Z7. 

s t a y h o m e 

a n d g o t o u n i v e r s i t y 

You can register at any time of the year to continue 
your university education. The University of British 
Columbia offers Guided Independent Study Course-
es in a wide range of subject areas. Choose from 
the 45 credit courses in Arts and Education or the 
new non-credit Learning Skill Programs. 

For information, registration and a complete list of 
courses, clip and return this coupon to: 

Guided Independent Study 
The University of British Columbia, 
Centre for Continuing Education 

5997 lona Drive 
The University of British Columbia Campus 

Vancouver, B.C. V6T 2A4 

City 

Phone Day Evening 
I am particuarly interested in: 

• Degree-creditCourses •Learning Skills Program 

COMING 
TO 

VICTORIA? 
There's no hotel more 
convenient or more cozy 

than The Courtyard Inn. 
Across from the Law 
Courts, near the 
Parliament Buildings 
and Museum, close lo 
all transudation and 
the best shopping. 
62 modern rooms. 
Indoor |x>ol and 
sauna. Free indoor 
parking. Courtyard 
Restaurant and 
Lounge. 

Reservations: 
Telex 04-508880 
Vancouver tel: (604) 669-0797 
Victoria tel: (604) 385-6787 
or see your travel agent 

cfTfe (Bourfyard 
« - - 7 M 4 f 850 Bbnshard al Courtney, 

Victoria, B.C. V8W 2H2 

SIMON F R A S E R UNIVERSITY 

The Faculty of Education, Simon Fraser University, invites application from experienced 
teachers for the position of: 

FACULTY ASSOCIATE IN THE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (PDP) 

THE POSITION 
Faculty Associates work closely In supervising student teachers during their school place­
ment for classroom practice. Thev assist faculty members in instructional components 
of PDP, and provide liaison between the faculty and the school system. Faculty Asso­
ciates may have the opportunity to travel as the program is also offered at several regional 
centres in British Columbia; preference will be given to applicants who are prepared to 
undertake some travel as part of their job responsibilities. 

CRITERIA 
The selection will be highly competitive as less than 20 positions will be available from 
approximately 250 applications expected. The following criteria will be considered: 
—usually five years successful teaching experience in public school system 
—curriculum and instructional program needs ol PDP 
—secondment approval from school district is normally expected 
—previous successful School Associate experience 
—work experience with adult learners. 

THE TERM 
is normally a nine-month appointment commencing mid-August 1981. The normal meth­
od of appointment Is by secondment from a school district. The majority of appointments 
will be finalized by March 31, 1981, so that a Jeave of absence from a school district may 
be arranged. The faculty encourages applications from candidates interested'in part-time 
Faculty Associate appointments combined with graduate study. A limited number of such 
appointments may be made, 

TO APPLY 
All correspondence, requests (or application form and information packages should be 
addressed to: Mrs. Renate Doege, Program Assistant, Professional Programs, Faculty of 
Education, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC V5A 1S6. Telephone 291 -4358. 
Completed applications, together with supporting documents, should 
be received by the Faculty of Education no later than December 15, 
1980. 

1 
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British C o l u m b i a A s s o c i a t i o n of A d l e r i a n P s y c h o l o g y 
B 
C 
A 
A 
P 

on education. B.C. presenters share their expertise for 
teachers, parents, administrators, counsellors, psycholo­
gists, and post-secondary students. Choose from over 20 
workshops. 

February 7, 1981, Champlain Heights Community 
School, 6955 Frontenac Street, Vancouver, B.C. (Turn 
at 49th and Boundary). Coffee and lunch provided if 
pre-registered. 

REGISTRATION F O R M 

last name first name 

address 

city postal code 

phone (day) (evening) 

Fee: Pre-registered B C A A P member . .$40, at door-$45 
Non-member $50, at door-$55 

Make cheque or money order payable to BCAAP and 
mail to Barbara Fullerton, 2472 Chilcott Avenue, Port 
Coquitlam, BC B38 1Y3. For further information call 
BCAAP office, 874-4617. 

S I M O N F R A S E R U N I V E R S I T Y 

The Faculty of Education at Simon Fraser University of­
fers programs leading to the M.A. /M.Sc . (Education) or 
M.Ed, degree. Qualified candidates are invited to apply. 

Specializations in: 

Administrative Leadership 
Counselling 
Educational Practice 
—curriculum and instruction 
—reading 
—learning disabilities 
—teaching English as a second language 

Opportunities also exist for graduate study in individually 
planned programs in fields such as: Early Childhood Ed­
ucation; CurriculumStudiesfinduding Chemistry, English, 
Language Arts, Mathematics, Physical Education, Social 
Sciences, and Science Education); Instructional Theory 
and Organization; Program Development; Social and 
Philosophical Studies; Computer Education; Music Edu­
cation; Self-Education; Research on Teaching; Educa­
tional Psychology and Education Research. 

For additional information and application forms write 
or phone: 
Director of Graduate Programs, Faculty of Education 
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, BC V 5 A 1S6. 
291-4787 

CHINA TOUR 
T e a c h e r s 
a n d f r i e n d s 

August 15-September 4 or 6 

Price—$3,325 (inclusive) 

1981 (school re-opens September 8) 
* * * * 

R e t i r e d T e a c h e r s 
a n d f r i e n d s 

October 4-24, -1981 -

Price—$3,295 (inclusive) 

Price covers all fares, hotels, transportation, travel insurance, bus tour in Hong Kong, and 
meals (except lunch and supper in Hong Kong). 

CITIES T Q B E VISITED 

Kwangchow, Tianjin, Beidaihe, Shenyang, 
Peking with two or four days in Hong Kong. 

CITIES T O BE VISITED • ^ • • ^ y ^ X y ^ 

Kwangchow, Nanning, Kunming, Shanghai, 
Peking with three days in Hong Kong. 

Your application and 
deposit by 
December 15,1980 
protects fare rate. 

For information or application form: 

Mrs. Molly Phillips 
988 Claremont Avenue 

Victoria, BCV8Y1K8 
(Telephone 658-5594) > 

Arrangements by 
Thomas Cook 

1322 Douglas Street 
Victoria, BCV8W2E8 
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L E T T H E M L E A R N L A T I N 
P A M E L A M . F A I R B A N K 

©Ann Landers, our contemporary author­
ity on almost everything, when asked re­
cently by a group of teenagers what was the 
biggest mistake she had made in high 
school, confessed, "Not taking Latin!" 

She at least had the choice in her youth. It 
is my firm belief that we are doing a great 
disservice to the students of today by not 
offering that choice, ex.-.ept in a small 
minority of schools. 

For too long now Latin has been spurned 
by the majority as a dead language — a 
misnomer if there ever were one, for it is the 
root of the Romance Language Tree, and 
no tree can live if its roots are dead. 

Any English-speaking person who has 
studied Latin remains conscious all his or 
her life of the living Latin element in the 
language and has therefore a far greater 
grasp of vocabulary and spelling than most 
people, as well as a facility in understanding 
any of the other languages derived from 
Latin: French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese 
or Rumanian. 

It is perfectly true, of course, that there 
was for many years an over-emphasis on 
Latin and Greek studies. Small boys in prep 
schools in England spent more time on 
Latin grammar and Caesar's Gallic Wars 
than on English and math combined. And I 
am not convinced that all the hours spent in 
senior classes constructing impeccable 
prose or verse on the models of Cicero or 
Horace were justifiable. 

But to eliminate Latin from the cur­
riculum entirely was extraordinarily short­
sighted and most regrettable. The younger 
generation is now paying the penalty for the 
myopic vision of educators of the fifties and 
we surely have sad evidence in our schools 
and universities of the resulting im­
poverishment of our language. 

How much harder it is to teach English or 
a second modern language to classes that 
have not been exposed to Latin, and how 
much harder it is for students, be they ever 
so eager, to acquire large vocabularies, or to 
spell accurately, if they have no knowledge 
of Latin or Greek root words! 

The student with even a smattering of 
Greek will have no difficulty with the 
meaning or spelling of "philosophy," 
"psychology," "monolith" or "democrat" 
Even a first-year Latin scholar can im­
mediately recognize the origin of such 
words as "belligerent," "benevolent" or 
"impecunious" — words that usually defeat 

the average reader in secondary school 
because they are not in daily use. 

Because of the paucity (•• prjucus. L. -
few!) of their vocabularies, the students of 
today are having more and more trouble 
comprehending what they read. Much of 
the great English literature of the past has 
become to them an unfathomable mystery 
because they cannot cope with the lan­
guage, let alone the classical and Biblical 
allusions. Looking up every other word in 
the dictionary is time-consuming and soul-
destroying, but two years of Latin study in 
school would pave the way to a vast 
expansion of any student's vocabulary, and 
four or five years would ensure him or her a 
lifelong command over words. 

Happily, there are signs that the tide is 
turning. At the post-secondary level, inter­
est in Latin has been increasing in the last 
two or three years. Vancouver Community 
College introduced a beginners' class in 
1978 and the enrolment has been steadily 
mounting, surpassing all expectations. The 
numbers of Latin students at UBC and the 
University of Victoria have also taken a 
marked upward trend, and this fall Simon 
Fraser University introduced Latin for the 
first time — a big step for a university of the 
Concrete Age not previously renowned for 
its dedication to the past. 

In the United States educators are taking 
a second look at Latin. In a number of areas 
programs have been introduced using Latin 
in the language arts curriculum as early as 
Grade 4. Tests in Philadelphia have shown 
that pupils studying elementary Latin 
gained a year in English vocabulary over 
their fellow students, while in Indianapolis a 
Grade 6 class, after five months of Latin, 
advanced a year in reading skills and im­
proved considerably in spelling, social 
studies and mathematics. 

In Los Angeles there is an interesting 
language transfer project relating English, 
Spanish and Latin, and taught in four 
20-minute classes a week over two years, 
beginning in Grade 5 or 6. Plans are being 
made to introduce a similar program here 
on an experimental basis in West Van­
couver and it is certainly to be hoped that 
language arts teachers in the province will 
be inspired to follow suit. (The elementary 
course can be taught without a previous 
knowledge of Latin, although naturally 
even a little Latin would be an advantage to 
the teacher.) 

Latin and Greek are already being used 
for gifted students at the Prince of Wales 
Mini-School in Vancouver to supplement 
the English program, and it is claimed that 
after nine hours of instruction a student can 
increase his or her vocabulary by 10,000 
words — no mean feat! This is done by 
combining Greek and Latin root words with 
various prefixes and suffixes. 

But there is no reason at all for limiting 
this type of instruction to the gifted. The Los 
Angeles project mentioned above, which 
has been fully documented, was carried out 
in schools that fell below district norms on 
student reading tests, one in a predomin­
antly black area and another in a predo­
minantly Hispanic neighborhood. The 
stated purpose of the project was to im­
prove English skills through the study of 
Latin language and Roman culture, and not 
only was the object unquestionably 
achieved but, as an added bonus, the 
children were motivated toward foreign 
language study in high school. 

If the fact that Latin lives on in all its 
derivatives is not enough for some people, 
let them think of the hundreds of Latin 
words, phrases and abbreviations that are in 
everyday use, unchanged after 2,000 years. 
Don't we all, even in this year 1980 A.D. 
(Anno Domini), say etc. (et cetera), e.g. 
(exempli gratia) and i.e. (id est)? We arrive 
at work at 8a.m. (ante meridiem) and leave, 
if we are lucky, at 3:30 p.m. (post 
meridiem). 

As teachers we stand, according to the 
School Act, in loco parentis. From time to 
time we catch a bus (omnibus), attend a 
meeting in camera, hold a post mortem 
(metaphorically for the most part), are guilty 
of a non sequitur while arguing with our 
friends, or sing the Te Deum and Gloria in 
excelsis Deo. Latin mottoes abound: most 
Canadians, it is to b 2 hoped, can at least 
recognize "A mnri usque ad mare, while in 
British Columbia we have Splendor sine 
occasu. 

Splendor is an appropriate word to de­
scribe the richness of the English language. 
If that splendor, too, is to bestne occasu, if it 
is not to decline, we must make sure that 
ours sons and daughters have the chance to 
learn Latin. Let's start them off in the 
elementary school. Our U.S. colleagues 
have shown us the way.O 
Pamela Falrbank has taught for many years In public 
and private schools here and In England. 
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GRACE E. FUNK 

Opinions expressed in these reviews are those of 
the reviewers, and not necessarily those oj 
B.C. Teach era Federation, the editor or the ntio 
books editor. Reviews are edited for clarity and 
length. 

ACROSS THE DESK 

©From lime to time books come in of 
general rather than professional interest, 
and too good to ignore. 

Four illustrated books remind us of our 
rich Pacific Coast heritage. Edward S. Curtis 
in the land of the War Canoes reproduces 
photographs taken by the pioneer ethnog­
rapher and rinematographer, and tells the 
story of the original filming, and of the 
rescue and remaking of Curtis' movie, 
filmed to capture the life of the Kwakuitl 
people circa 1914. 

Objects of Bright Pride has 100 plates, in 
color and black and white, of masks and 
headdresses, textiles and hides, rattles and 
staffs, charms and boxes, bowls and 
spoons, pipes and daggers that were col­
lected from the Pacific Northwest in the 
1880's, and now belong to the American 
Museum of Natural History in New York. 
Brief texts relate the gathering of the collec­
tions, and the uses of the articles. 

Many Indian tales and motifs are pre­
sented, along with the birds, animals and 
people of Alaska, in Dale deArmond: a first 
book collection of her prints. Sixty-three of 
her limited edition prints are reproduced i r V 
color, and carefully identified. The artist 
briefly describes her technique of making 
woodcuts on line rice paper. Her style is 
iiveSy.yind humorous. Images are crisp, 
helpfully colored and distinctively Alas-
Kirn.,):; if 

A book of fine photographs introduces us 
to The Stilcine River, its pioneer past and 
dammed (?) future. Paddle steamers and 
telegraph lines were once important means 
of communication. •?.< 

As appealing as pictures, and quite un-
classifiable, is Cockeyed Optimists: more 
stories of Chicklet Gomez and her friends. 
In a continual battle against provincial reg­
ulations, city housing authorities, and life in 
general, a group of undefeated "welfare 
mothers" keep up their own and the read­
ers' spirits 

Brave New Words is described as the 
newest, funniest and most original diction­
ary in the world. It is hardly a dictionary, 

Addresses are given for publishers not listed in 
Books in Print, Canadian Publishers' Directory, 
or Books from British Columbia. 

but if you want to become an alphomeg (a 
person who has read a dictionary from 
cover to cover), you may discover that 
useiul word covivant, or that you are really 
omnibibu/ous. If the oil shortage is scaring 
you, become a parsipetrolambulist (a per­
son who walks to save gasoline). Should be 
useful in the staffroom. 

Identification of the books mentioned 
above: 

Holm, Bill. EdwardS. Curtis in the land of 
the War Canoes: a pioneer cinematog-
rapherin the Pacific Northwest by Bill Holm 
and George Irving Quimby. Vancouver, 
Douglas and Mclntyre, 1980, 133 pp. hard, 
$18.95. 0-88894-257-5 

Wardwell, Allen. Objects of bright pride: 
Northwest Coast Indian art from the Ameri­
can Museum of Natural History, New York, 
Centre for Inter-American Relations and 
American Federation of Arts, 1978.128 pp. 
paper, $22.95.0-88894-259-1. Order from 
Douglas and Mclntyre. 

De Armond, Dale. Dale De Armond: a 
first book collection of her prints. Anchor­
age, Alaska Northwest Publishing, 1979. 76 
pp. paper, $17.95. 0-88240-131-9 

Alaska Geographic Society. The Stikine 
River. Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Pub­
lishing, 1979. 96 pp. paper, $11.95 
ISSN 0361-1353 (Alaska Geographic V. 6 
No. 4) map. 

O'Connell, Dorothy. Cock-eyed op­
timists Ottawa, Deneau and Greenberg, 
1980.191 pp. hard, $9.95.0-88879-025-2 

Sherk, Bill. Brave new words. Toronto, 
Doubleday, 1979. 174 pp. paper $6.95. 
0-385-15331-7pa, 0-385-15552-2hd. 

FINALLY, NOTE: 

. . . that reprints of a chapter "Social 
Norms and Drinking Behavior: Implications 
for Alcohol and Drug Education" are avail­
able from the author: David J, Hansen, 
Associate Professor and Chair Department 
of Sociology, State University College, 
Potsdam, N.Y., U.S.A. 13676. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paterson, T. W. Encyclopedia of ghost 
towns and mining camps of British Colum­
bia Volume 1. Langley, B .C. Stagecoach 
Publishing, 1979. 165 pp. paper, $8.95. 
0-88983-025-8 

T. W. Paterson has compiled stories written 
about the early history and development of 
British Columbia. A great deal of research has 
uncovered information about early settlers, set­
tlements, and the development of many isolated 
places. 

This book Is evidence that the author finds 
B.C. has a rich heritage in its early settlements. 
He deplores the neglect and vandalism of such 
sites that rob the younger generations of the 
privilege of viewing the homes and work places of 
the first white settlers. 

The collection of books in this series is divided 
Into specific areas. This first volume deals with 
Vancouver Island, the Lower Mainland and the 
Fraser Canyon areas. This work is exceptionally 
well illustrated by photographs and sketches. 
This book is recommended for anyone interested 
in the early history of British Columbia. It is an 
interesting and enjoyable narrative. 
—Ian Farber, Kamloops -

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
Prout, Peter F. Community Schools in 
Canada. Toronto, Canadian Education As­
sociation 1977. 36 pp. paper, $2.00. Order 
from: Canadian Education Association, 252 
Bloor St. West, Suite 5850, Toronto, Ont. 
M 5 S 1 V 5 

The community school Is an attempt to integ­
rate the school and the community so that each 
can be supportive of the other and so that the 
isolation of the school can be broken down. Dr. , 
Prout presents in a concise form a history of the /-• 
development of such schools, the Influence of the/ 
U.S. examples, a Canadian alternative, a morfel 
of such a school, and a review of the statia of 
community schools In Canada. ^ / 

Dr. Prout presents as a model a schoob/i' which 
all the community Is involved in planning the 
K-12 program, In which all community'resources 
are used In the program, and J-.V which the 
resources of the school are made,available to the 
community, both In the provision of services 
other than regular classroom activities and in the 
provision of adult education. H e goes on to 
identify general problems—that such changes in 
attitude take time, require that administrators and 
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school boards must be convinced, and cost 
money. He concludes that the benefits accruing 
froin this placing of the school at the centre of the 
community outweigh the problems. 

"this book will be of interest to any teacher who 
feels, as I do, that re-integration of the school into 
the community is necessary. Dr. Prout presents 
convincing arguments in support of this thesis, 
and provides a comprehensive bibliography. 
— Keith Coates, Fernie 

C J J R R I C U L U M D E V E L O P M E N T 

Foshay, Arthur W. (ed.).ConsideredAction 
for Curriculum Improvement, Alexandra 
Va, ASCD, 1980, 202 pp. paper, $9.75 
0-87120-099-6. Association for Supervi­
sion and Curriculum Development, 225 
North Washington St. Alexandria, Va. 
U.S.A. 22314. 

This 1980 yearbook with its 10 chapters and 11 
authors, is an imponant book for B.C. teachers. 
Three of the authors — Michael Connelly, 
Fre^ma Elbaz and Joel Weiss — are Canadians. 
Apart from any nationalistic feelings that one may 
experience when one considers that this U.S. 
based yearbook is prepared for a predominantly 
U.S. audience, one notes that above all, the 
Canadians emphasize the centrality of the 
teacher in curriculum improvement. 

Connelly and Elbaz strike familiar chords to 
readers of the Flanders Report on professional 
development for B.C. teachers. They urge 
teachers "to respect their own experience as 
evidence of knowledge and as a means of 
extending that knowledge." 

While Weiss concedes "it is naive to expect that 
teachers should spend theii (always limited) time 
developing curriculum and program materials 
.. . . nonetheless all teachers are involved in 
modifying, adopting, adapting, and otherwise 
translating already existing programs, materials 
and guidelines." Weiss' final challenge to 
teachers is, will they "recognize that teachers 
have control over curriculum decisions?" 

Foshay in "Curriculum Talk" also reminds one 
of Banders. "Professional teachers have a theory 
of the learner." He uses 10 different metaphors 
to extend the reader's comprehension of the 
child-learner: the child as flower, as Nigger, as 
enemy, as cog, as machine, as chameleon, as 
miniature adult, as Freudian person, as gentle 
person, and as reasoner. He also suggests but 
three metaphors from among an Infinite variety 
to describe the school: as factory, as clinic and as 
bureaucracy. 

Joseph Grannis describes the daily realities 
facing teachers — overcrowding/high pupil-
teacher rations, compulsory attendance, the ex­
pectation that teachers will promote literacy 
consistently reinforced by increasing numbers of 
compulsory testing programs. Almost as answer 
to Grannis' dilemma — shared by all B.C. 
teachers — Evelyn Lazzer Holman prescnbRS.'v 
"We must show parents that students need not 
only the three Rs but more — perhaps the three 
Cs: coding, critical thinking, caring." 

At least two chapters are appropriately timely 
to B.C. classroom teachers and to district and 
provincial supervisors. Geneva Gay develops not 
just the technical or Tylerian model but also the 
academic, the experiential, and the pragmatic 
models of the curriculum-planning process. 

^Ciajowski and Patterson strongly defend 
classroom teachers and provide a four-faceted 
framework — three stages, the nature, the 
orientation and the three strategies of power, 

influence, reason — for understanding school 
curriculum change. They argue that "in terms of 
knowledge about the practice of teaching, 
teachers often represent the best clinical expertise 
available". Like the student who has to discover 
for herself/himself the Pythagorean Theorem, 
if she/ he is to understand and use ll, the teacher 
too must discover or invent the curriculum and 
apply it in her/his own particular situational 
context. 

Those B.C. teachers who are at the forefront of 
current praxis will be reassured by carefully 
perusing this volume. Their distrust of, or their 
disquietude about, sole reliance on the linearity 
of a nine-year cycle of assessment followed by 
the application of the Tylerian model of de­
velopment and implementation will be rein­
forced. Irequent references are made to Michael 
Young and his Knowledge and Control, to Pinar, 
to Eisner, and Vollancc and their five conceptions 
of curriculum, and lo reconceptunlism. 

Thus those who push at the curriculum frontier 
should be encouraged to renew their battle and 
to explore further vistas for extending .heir 
experiences, their meanings and their under­
standings into related new experiences and un­
derstandings. 
—John S. Church, Vancouver 

E N G L I S H 

Hazzard, Russell. It scares me but I like it: 
creating poetry with children. Ottawa, All 
About Us. 1979. 128 pp. paper, $6.95. 
0-88902-5681 

"It is very difficult to write poetry' when you're 
bored," writes Russell Hazzard, author of It 
Scares Me, but I Like it. Throughout his sensitive 
initiation of young students (8-10 years old), into 
the pleasures and pain of self expression, bore­
dom is conspicuously absent. His students, who 
attended Counteirpoint, an alternative school in 
Ottawa, were free to join or leave the group at 
will, so were eager members of a small group 
situation. Although this situation made his task 
easier, because he was teaching those who 
wanted to learn, he had the problem of helping 
the late arrivals catch up. Here the flexibility of his 
approach was vital, for each unit was self-con­
tained. 

Hazzard, who has edited two books of young 
people's poetry, shows considerable insight into 
youngsters' needs and abilities. Ke has the ability 
to engender creativity. Students, and the reader, 
are led smoothly from interest vo imagination to 
visualization and, finally, to expression. Hazzard 
concenlratcs on "the essence of poetry . . . the 
evocative immediacy of the individual imagina­
tion, the sudden involvement of the internal 
imaginative landscape with the external woj-ld," 
rather than on line, stanza or rhyme. "Getting ihe 
vision down on paper before it fades is the thing," 

T. he says. 
ii As an English teacher who has attempted lo 
;t write and teach poetry, I found Hazzard's book 

fascinating. His mental flexibility as he searches 
for the perfect catalyst, the. Instant rejection of 
ideas that fail, the constant search for a new 
approach are all hallmarks of a born teacher. For 
example, although Or. Faustus and "Fern Hill" 

1 failed as stimuli, Paradise Lost and the Peer Cynt 
Suite did not, and Hazzard's honesty demands 
that he discuss both. The imagery contained in 
the children's poems reflect the original authors' 
Intent, although the children did not know the 
stones. Where Canadian poetry was used to 
spaii interest, a true Canadian flavor was evident 

in Ihe children's poems, proof that the Canadian 
experience does produce specific poetry, despite 
arguments to the contrary. 

Although Hazzard worked with a particularly 
responsive age-group his conclusions have rele 
vance for all who seek to guide would-be poets. 
The art of self-expression is present in everyone, 
especially children, although it may appear to be 
buded very thoroughly in some cases. All that is 
required, Hazzard suggests, is to discover the 
right stimulus lo awaken the inner consciousness. 

The time-span of the course, 21 sessions, with 
a few consolidation sessions to conclude, would 
fit well into the minicycles used in many secon­
dary schools and even more easily into the more 
flexible time periods of the intermediate school. 
The Poc.rry Writing Machine (page 89), is an 
easily made device thai might overcome the 
resistance of some junior secondary boys, using 
as it dees an adaptation of the "found" poetry 
concep. 

Many. •( Hazzard's conclusions are worth high­
lighting, .'or example, his group required con­
crete, rather than abstract, stimulators. Set tasks 
were avoided: instead, the imagination was titil­
lated by poetry or music, and the students 
created freely from this experience. Technical 
details, such as grammar and spelling, were 
reinforced by typing the finished poem, with 
corrections, for the writer to present to the group. 

The students' confidence in their ability to 
express themselves, their pleasure in creating 
visual evidence of their imaginative flights, and 
above all, the absence of boredom and 
"donna-wanna-ism," combine to make /(Scares 
Me but I Like It an interesting and worth-while 
addition to any teacher's library. 
— Kay Bohanna, Maple Ridge 

Only Connect: readings on children's liter­
ature second edition. Edited by Sheila 
Egoff, G. T. Stubbs and L. F. Ashley. 
Toronto Oxford University Press, 1980. 457 
pp. paper, $8.95. 0-19-540309-6 

A highly useful compendium, identical in for­
mat with the 1969 edition, is distinguished by a 
more attractive "fairy tale" cover and nine new 
articles out of 38. It is interesting that not more 
quality articles have been wntten in the past 10 
years! The title piece is retained: indeed, the 
whole section of 11 items on fairy tales, fantasy, 
Ihe animals, is reprinted untouched. 

Deleted is Rumer Godden's "An Imaginary 
Correspondence" (a sad loss, that), although 
Graham Greene's article on Beatrix Potter is 
retained. Rumer Godden's exquisite satire on 
the De Base Publishing Company is, unfortu­
nately, still only too timely. 

One article on Rosemary Sutcliff has been 
dropped/although her own essay on the writing 

NEW LESSON AIDS 
L A QACAStock Market-A Math­
ematics Unit for Grades 6-9 by 
Peter„Napper, Glen Coukell and 
Clint Webb, 8 p. Includes 10 les­
sons .$ .48 

. LA;5845—The Teenage Consumer '; 
by Bil l Barrie, 12 p. A unit to help 
students.be .infoVme'd/and/critJcalV;; 

'•' consumers.' Suitable Jo rGrades 9 . j 
; and.10 students. 1.>'•".•• .?/i-'.72.^~ 
••! To brder,'enclosecheque or moneyorder;:si 
J.to BCTFLesson Aids Service, 2235 Bun*/. 

"rard Street,-Vancouver, .BC V6J 3H9i 1 
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of historical lii.tion has been retained. Suiely in 
this connection « v might have looked for some 
thing by I'viollic Hunter? 

Many of the additions tire, in a sense, substitu­
tions. "For it was indeed lie" on the Slratemeyer 
phenomenon, has been reptaceu by "The 
Stratemeyer Strain; Education and '.lie Juvenile 
Series Book 1900-1980" in which Peter A. 
Soderbergh documents "cautious accommoda­
tion to a (act of American life." Three articles on 
publishing have been added. "John Newbery" 
by William Noblett and "The Publication of Alice 
in Wonderland" sire at least more recent articles. 
fAII the added article nave publication dates 
after 1971). 

"Notes of the 0 :ren's Book Trade: All is not 
well in tinsel to by John Goldthwat'e, with 
considerable ! dates to suggest that children 
would benefit ;.<y terminating picture books, the 
Newbery/Caldecott awards, and undergraduate 
courses in children's literature. He is echoing 
Jacob Epstein in "Good Bunnies always obey: 
Books for American Children" held over from 
the first edition. Walter Lonalne's "An Interview 
with Maurice Sendak" replacing Nat Hentofrs 
"Among the Wild Things" has been placed in an 
otherwise unaltered section on illustration. 
(Quety — is Sendak to be considered as a writer 
or an illustrator?) He has some devastating things 
to say about "basic ground floor . . . honesty" 
and letting children choose their own books. 
Sevan black-and white illustrations in the firs! 
edition have become nine, including one by 
Maurice Sendak. 

The Modern Scene has been completely al­
tered. Instead of Sheila Egoff on "Science Fic­
tion", Sylvia Erigdahl says (in 1972) that she is 
trying to put across the idea that "there is 
continuity to history. . . some overall pattern that 
encompasses the entire universe", but that many 
young people "haye no conviction that there is 
any pattern." (If I had not, I don't think Engdahl's 
writing would convince me.) I remain unin­
formed. I would have preferred that Egoff update 
her article, after Star Wars. 

John Rowe Townscnd, a prolific writer and 
critic, has been allowed to update himself in "Are 
Children's Books Racist and Sexist?" Like the 
editors of School Library Journal, he thinks the 
question is too often asked. Patrick Merla, witting 
in and about 1972, sounds a bit dated. 
Nevertheless, "What is Real asked the Rabbit 
One Day" made me want to argue violently with 
Merla, and so, 1 suppose, Is a good choice. 

In a sense, Nat Hentoff s amde of "Fiction for 
Teenagers" is replaced by Sheila Egoffs "The 
Problem Novel," being a chapter from her 
forthcoming book. She concludes dubiously, 
"Presumably it is good (for children) to know that 
they are not alone In their anxieties." 

Walter Lancelyn Greene began the book with 
"The Golden Age ol Children's Books." Sheila 
Egoff ends 'he book with "Portents." She fears 
that contemporary children's literature has lost its 
soul and entered an iron agt. c 

. The book is carefully complete, as one would 
expect from three academics. All the articles are 
dated (1950-1960): identified (sources range , 
from the Neuj Z t l?srriai to School Media Quar­
terly); acknowledged; and supplied wilh notes on 
the contributors [,i distinguished group, from T. 
S, Eliot and J. H. R.'.Tolkien :o Michael Hor-
nyanskyand Lillian H, Sr.!!th). A selected, anno­
tated bibliography and an Index are, of coursa, .; 

also supplied. 
Only Connect is of first importance to anyone 

with an interest in selecting children's books, to 
anyone with an interest In children's literature, to 
anyone with an interest in children. The writing is 
unifo.nmlv excellent. And for people who want a// 

the selections ,n both editions. dtlbent seaich 
may rcvc.'.I a tew copies of the earliei edition 

''.>re the second edition displaces tlitm. 
- -*"r,-;r« E. Funk. Veinoi: 

Sampson, Gloria Paulik. New routes to 
English: beginning skills/two. Don Mills. 
Collier Macmillan 1979. Student book 127 
pp. $4.65, 0-02-990830-2; workbook SO 
pp. $2.30. 0-02-990890-6; teacher guide, 
192 pp. $9.95. 0-02-990950-3 

Teachers of English as a Second Language 
looking for somfithing different from the tradi­
tional lock step, one-concept-afler-the-other ap­
proach to language shovid find help in New 
Routes To English by Gloria Paulik Sampson, 
Associate Professor of Education at Simon Fraser 
University. 

Using a "spiral curriculum," (explained in 
detail in the excellent teacher's guide) Beginning 
Skills/Two tackles four major grammatical 
structures: two-clause sentences, iense system, 
modal auxiliaries, and prepositions and particles. 
Each lesson opens with a song, poem or tongue 
twister ,.iir-ed at helping students develop pro­
nunciation accuracy. Students are encouraged 
throughout the book to talk about their own 
activities, attributes and desires. Sensory experi­
ence-, measuring, evaluating, and speculating are 
emphasized. Speaking while doing, an effective 
method of reducing selt-consciousness on the 
part of the student, is incorporated, into most 
lessons. 

New Routes To English, specifically designed 
for ESL students in Canada, features a snappy, 
well-illustrated format with the focus or applying 
language in many situations. Listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing all receive appropriate at­
tention. Both the student book and the workbook 
offer the classroom teacher a fresh, workable 
system of teaching ESL students from grades 4 to 
8. Students and-teachers'alike should enjoy 
working with this program. 
—Alan M:Ilen, Fort St. John 

P U B L I C A F F A I R S 

Peat, David. The Nuclear Book. Ottawa, 
Deneau and Greenberg, 1979. 138 pp. 
paper, $7.95. 0-88879-017-1 

The author's main purpose is to present th« 
development of nuclear power in Canada to his 
readers in simple, easily understood language. 
His calfji straightforward approach and use of 
persuaMve arguments will allay the (ears of many, 
out at the sa.-ne time, pose questions that cause 
the reader to stop and consider possible con­
sequences of the use of nucirar power. 

Peat has outlined the development of nuclear 
rjower and has shown its effects on Industrial 
development throughout the world. He has 
warned of the hazards involved in reactors. He . 
has. discuss?d the advantages and the risks of 
nuclear power. Most interesting is his look at 
future energy development. 

This buck would be useful to teachers of 
science and social development ir, helping stu­
dents to understand the arguments of the defen­
ders and antagonists of nuclear power. " 

Several typographical errois and very weak 
binding. Ht . 
—Ian Farber, Kamloops 
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B O O K S R E C E I V E D 

Association for Values Education and Research. 
Population problems. Toronto. Ontario, Institute 
for Studies in Education, 1980. 51 pp. paper, 
53.00. 0-7744-0190-7 (Value Reasoning 
Series). Association for Values Education and 
Research. Population problems: Teacher's man­
ual. Toronto, Ontario Institute ior Studies in 

•Education, 1980. 28pp. paper. $3.50. 0-7744-
0189-3. The complex moral issues in overpopu­
lation presented in specific instances, and 18 
activities — i.e.. exercises in values, reasoning. 

Best of Canada West Volume ,2. L'angiey. 
Mr. Paperback, 198,0. 384 pp. paper. $3.95. 
0-88983-033-9. ''Stagecoach Publishing, P.O. 
Box 3399.. Langley, B.C.V3A 4R7.25 articles by 
25 authors, with the interesting tidbits'of B.C. 
history. ' 

Carter, John. Exploring the Southern SelWrks, 
including the Valhallas and Kokance Glacier 
Provincial Park by John Carter and Doug 
Leighton. Vancouver, Douglas and Mclntyre, 
1980.119 pp. paper, 36.95.0-R8894-273-7,45 
trail descriptions tor hikers, with maps, photo­
graphs, &nd background information. 

Cousins, Jean. An all-season guide to easy hiking 
around Vancouver by Jean Cou-r.ns and Heather 
Robinson. Vancouver- Douglas and Mclntyre, 
1980. 143 pp. paper, $5.95. 0-88894-272-9. 9 
spring hikes, 15 immer and fall hikes, 12 winter 
hikes, descnbeu, with maps, photographs, de­
gree of difficulty. Plenty of survival advice and a 
reading list. 

Educators guide to free films. Randolph, Wis. 
Educators Progress Service. 1980. 790 pplj 
paper, $17.75. 0-S7703-10. 8. Educators Prog­
ress Service, Inc., 214 Center Street, Randolph,. 

-Wis. U.S.A 53956. One of this company's 10 
annual guides to "free" (U.S.) materials. New 
items are starred. A Canadian availability index of 
167 sources is added. The films are, of course, 
loan films, which must be cleared through cus­
toms. >'-,i. 

Fregly, Bert Help wanted: everything you need 
to know 10 gpithejob you deserve. Palm Springs, 
Ca. ETC Publications, 1980. 545 pp. paper, 
$9.95. 0-88280-071-X pa. 0-88280-070-1 hd. 
ETC Publications, P.O. Drawer 1627-A, Palm 
Springs, Ca. U.S.A 92262. An exaggerated 
"self-help" manual with ascertain amount of 
common sG!£g among the hype. Intended for all 
ages and groups in U.S.A 

HanneS, Christine, Across Canada: resources 
and regions by Christine Hannell and Robert 
Harshman, Toronto, Wilev Publishers, 1980. 
336 pp. hard, $13.95. 0-471-99844-3. Much-

: illustrated textbook of physical and economic 
geography fnt-rided for secondary schools. 

Hill-Tout; Charles. The Salish people* edited by 
Ralph Maud. Vancouver, Talonbooks, 1978. 4 
vols, paper, $6.95Jeach. Vol. 1 The Thompson 
and the Okanagan 0-88922-148-0; Vol. 2 The 
Squamish and the Lfllooet 0-88922-149-9, Vol. 
3 The Mainland Halkomelem 0:88922-150-2; 
Vol, 4 The Sechelt and the South-eastern tribes 
of Vancouver,Island. 0-88922-151-0. Stories 
and customs of the Salish; the collected field 
, reports _of an English anthropologist circa 1900. i 

Wurtralor illustrated No. 2 (Art Directors' mdcxto 
illustration graphics and design). Canadian sec­
tion. Geneva. Roto Vision, n.d. 168 pp. paper. 
S55J.O0 for the complete index. Order from: Roto 
Vision Canada. Edward Wiltshear, 88 Avenue 
Koad. Toronto, Ont. M5R 2H2. 6 short articles 
or; legalities and "professionalism" plus fas­
cinating color examples of the work of 53 Cana­
dian commercial illustrators. 

Jarman. Frederick E. Political Decisions in 
Canada by Frederick Jarman and Alan D. Hux. 
Toronto, Wiley. 1980. 127 pp. hard. $7.95. 
0-471-99840-0. Secondary schooi civics text, 
with 17 case studies of political decisions actually 
made in Canada, and emphasis on the value of 
political activity. 

Knight, Rolf, Along Ihe No. 20 line: reminis­
cences of the Vancouver waterfront. Vancouver, 
New Star Books, 1980. 231 pp. paper, $6.50. 
0-919888-25-9 pa. $13.95. 0-91988S-26-7 bd. 
Work, and the world of work in Vancouver in the 
1940's. Some politics, some union talk. 

Lipner, Barbara Etdman. Cloze for comprehen­
sion.^ Book 1. New York, Brook Press. 1980. 31 

pp. paper, $7.75 (U.S.) per box of 10 booklets, 
936506-00-8. Lipner, Barbara Erdman. Cloze 
for comprehension Book 2. New York, Brook 
Press, 1980. 31 pp. paper, $7.75 (U.S.) per box 
of ten booklets. 936506-01-6. Book-Lab, Inc., 
1449-37th SL, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218. Fourth 
grade level reading material for adults, teaching 
comprehension and vocabulary through sen­
tence completion. Contents are brief biographies 
of 8 successful American women. 

Uii, Diane and Emile. 'DearTeacher. Hamilton. 
Potlaich Publications, 1980.96 pp. paper, $3.95. 
A collection of unintentionally hurnorous note? 
sent to: teachers, illustrated with intentionally 

" humorous cartoons. 

Lovick, L. D. Tommy Douglas speaks. Van­
couver, Douglas and Mclntyre, 1980. 288 pp. 
paper $8.95. 0-88394-262-1 pa. 0-88892-
022-8 hd. First published February, 1979 by 
Oolichan Books. A collection of Douglas' 
speeches, in chronological order from 1936 to 
1973, plus biographical matenal and a brief 
bibliography. 

Persky, Stan. The house that Jack built: Mayor ' 
Jack Volrich and Vancouver politics. Vancouver, 
New Star Books, 1980. 226 pp. paper, $3.95. 
0-919888-29-1 pa. $11.95. 0-919888-30-5 bd. 
With wry humor, a sociology teacher recounts 
civic action and politics in Vancouver since 1976. 

Ryan, Oscar. Soon to bki bom. Veiiicouver, New 
Star Books, 1980. 32Sr7,pp. paper $6.50. 0-. 
919888-27-5 pa. $13,fe 0-919888-28-3 bd. 
Novel of working-cY/t Canadians during the 
depression. 

Sierra Club of British Columbia. The WestCoastz 
Trail and Nitlnat Lakes: a trail guide, fourth 
revised edition. Vancouver, Douglas and Mcln­
tyre, 1980. 94 pp. paper-$5.95. 0-88894-275-3. 
The usual format of mepsj trail conditions, points, 
of interest, access, advice and a few photographs. 

Sketch, Marian Ogden. Ten Moments in Cana-
dian History (1759-1900). Victoria, Campbell's* 
Publishing, 1980, 112. pp. paper, $6.95. 0-
920614-06-X pa; hard $12.95, 0-920614-08-6 
bd. Brief vignettes of such turning point's as the 
Rebellions of 1837 and 1885: Also, unfortu­
nately, Laura Secb'rd and some much too often -
reproduced Jeffeiys drawings. Full page photo­

graphs of 10 sm.-... oron7.e statuettes intended to 
enliven and visualize Canadian history. 

Templelon, Charles. Tfie Third Temptation. To­
ronto, McClelland and Stewart, 1980. 2S7 pp. 
paper no price. (Special advance proof copy) 
0-7710-8544-3. A new novel about "the 
preaching business" by the Canadian clergy­
man-turned-journalist, who wrote The Kidnap­
ping of the President. Published in hard cover 
October 1980. 

Van der Mark, Christine, In due season, re-issue. 
Vancouver. New Star Books, 1979. 372 pp. cloth 
$14.95. 0-919888-98-4; paper $6.95. 0-
91988-97-6. New Star Books. 2504 York Av­
enue, Vancouver. B.C. V6K 1E3. Re-issue of a 
1947 novol about a pioneer woman homestead-
ing in northern Alberta. 

Volcano: the eruption of Mount St. Helen's writ­
ten and edited by the combined staffs of The 
Daily News Longview, Washington and The 
Journal-American Bellevue, Washington. Van­
couver, Douglas and Mclntyre, 1980. 96 pp. 
paper $7.95. The pictures you saw on TV, plus 
some of the stories behind them. 

C H I L D R E N ' S B O O K S R E C E I V E D 

Coleman, Leslie. Fort Wilberforce. London, Bea­
ver Books (Hamlyn), 1980. 80 pp.' paper, 
$2.25. 0-600-20136-8. Nelson/Canada, 81 
Curlew Drive, Don Mills. Ontario. M3A 2R1. 
Undersea adventure story with "talking animal" 
characters.'1 ~':~::: y:"''~-'--:^:-~":K'' 

Doyle, Brian. You can pick me up at Peggy's' 
Cove. Toronto, Groundwood Books, 1979. 120' 
pp. paper $4.95. 0-88899-001-4 pa. $12.VS, 
0-88899-003-0 bd. Order from: Douglas arid' 
Mclntyre. Sequel toHey, Dad! Dad leaves home,' 
small son Ryan Is sent to his aunt, gets involved in 
petty thievery, fishing, sharks, and a drowning. 

Garcia, Claire Watson. The Peanut plan. 2nd 
edition, revised. Toronto, Kids Can, 1979. 64 pp. 
paper. $2.25. 0-9199^4-00-1. Little tract on 
sweetness and gardening. Revised, but just as 
unnecessary as the original published in 1975. , 

Houston, James. Riuer runners: a tale of hardship 
and bravery. Toronto, McClelland and Stewart, 
1979. 142 pp. hard. $9.95. 0-7710-4282-5. 
Winner of the 1980Boolc of the Year for Children 
Award. Fine tale of hardship and friendship in the 
Arctic, based on events in the early 1950's. 

Matchan, Unda. The Ancient?Jew's: how they} 
lived in Canaan. Vancouver. Douglas and Mcln-* 
tyre, 1980. 49 pp. paper over boards i7.95. 
0-88894-241-9. Similar to the series On life o(-
North American Indian groups.. Daily lire' and' 
religion,.illustrated in black and white drawings. 

Muller, Romeo. The little'rascals. New York, .<: 
Bantam, 1980. ..81 pp. paper, $2.50. 0-553-: 
15G78-2--A "Christmas presents" story based on. 
an NBC-TV special , , ., * - . 

Williams, Ursula,Moray,-3ogu)op.r^t.";.London,! 
Beaver Books <Hf>rnIyn), 1980. 158 pp. papers 
32.50. '.0-6C0-20C)60-4.EOjph'aned S3rriantha.s 
rejected by her elderly aurrt,jlr.cls an ally in an 'j 
odd arlmal-b'rd creaturs^and tfie .'resulting ad­
ventures are eai'aliy odd , 
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MY SUMMER HOLIDAY 
©Exculpatory Preface: The author 
apologizes for handing in his essay so late 
but, having been so occupied himself with 
marking a host of essays on this same 
stimulating topic, he got a little behindhand 
and hopes that .•harks will not be deducted 
for lateness. 

Maggie likes camping. The thought of 
' heading off i n o the bush,, ascending and 

descending'srorky roads that ruin tires and 
; knock holes in the gas tank, setting up a tent 

in the failing light, as clouds roll over, and 
then listening to the rain drilling on the 
canvas brings her out in goose bumps of 
excitement. 

I've nothing against the countryside. I'm 
sure it serves some obscure purpose. But 
when Maggie wanted to go camping last 
summer, I agreed on the proviso that we 
went to the outdoor seminar of the Green 
Leaf-Guild of B.C. My point was that if we 
attached ourselves to this group, whose ad 
we'd lighted upon by chancer, we'd get a 
double advantage: she would get her 
camping, and I might learn something 
about herbs and trees, so that the rural • 

' Iandscap2 would no longer appear to me a 
single mass of undifferentiated green. 

- We knew nothing about the Guild apart 
rirpmTts name and its rendezvous point, an 
'IndianTesetyation in Washington State. Of 
course, "weexpe'cted-the, usual bunch of 

; Aquasian Conspiratois you get on all these 
i.^CQu'nterxultural affairs^ rpjd-life escapists, 
-.•'•'burned-out teachers, .valetudinarians, , 
••• hal£trained musicians,. and' psycbobcs just. 

managir-g to "keep rjpe.lid onU'all. And we • 
•weren't disappointed the>-. 'n •• 

• But there was a-bonus. The .Guild's thing, 
. it^tumed'Out;/'^^v5as;nyt:just, herbalism, but • 

apocalyptic herbalism. Let me explajn it to . 
'you as it; U/a<i••f!prvnl»ihi*>!:r<-i ; ne">tv??>tir> :ybu as it; was explaineiP-to us'- By*5 the 
prophet.ss^of th-» movement Anna is> a f 

jHopi Indiah^a^woman of; undoubted11 

charm, humility, and sincerity. A while back 
Anna had a vision: that our era, the Third 
World in her terms, is rapidly drawing to a 
close, and that after a rather upsetting 
cataclysm, the Fourth World will be inaugu-

V rated. Gold, real estate, or fully-indexed 
pensions won't be worth a straw then. AH 
that will matter is a knowledge and posses­
sion of healthy seeds. 

Anna herself won't survive the cataclysm, 
but she will re-appear as a doe, to lead the 
guys with seeds in their pockets to the 
Happy Valley, where life will start anew. 

Sufficiently straightforward, I think you'll 
agree. Your average chiliastic vision. The 
inside track is reserved for herbalists, but 
naturally enough in the circumstances. . 

Anna's father is Soloho ("Whistling 
Arrow"), an ageless ancient with a vertical 
profile, who began his career as a medicine 
man at the tender age of 75. He was offering 
healing treatments, and since you don't 
encounter Hopi healers every day of the 
week in downtown Duncan, I decided to 
consult him about my stress-related der­
matitis. 

His inscrutable eyes gazed at me very 
directly. With his gnarled right hand he 
seemed to be sampling the air around my 
head and chest. "I know what's wrong with 
you," he said after a few moments, "but I 
want you to tell me." What a con, 1 thought, 
but I went ahead and belabored him with ;. 
complaints about large classes, essays piling 
up/and then my feet getting itchy. I couldn't 
say tHat he appeared particularly interested. 

Somewhat brusquely he told me to eat 
dandelion roots. Then he picked up two 
black feathers and with them chased the evil 
to the ends of my limbs, each time catching 
it between his fingertips and flicking it out of 
the door of his little camper. And that was it. 

Dandelion roots! To my conventional 
•palate the regular food at the camp had 
already come as an abrupt shock. No meat, . 

tno feggs, no dairy products. The burdock 
•i leaf, blackberries, potatoes, and bonemeal 

tablets rated highly with our chefs. John the 
Hermit and Brysis, the Cosmic Gypsy. Sri 
Raman, not a Hindu despite his name but a 
Dutchman who had renounced the training 
of circu?V horses in order to study yoga, 
doted oi \ curried peanut butter stew. 

Sceptics though Maggie and 1 we.re, 1 
must say that we were still generously 
accepted by the Guild's members. So ! 
reckon our names are down there, in the 
Book of Life. If you're still around after the 
Big Bang and you somehow stumble your 
way to th-: Happy Valley, just ask for us. 
We'll have some blackberry leaf tea or. the 
simmer for you and you're welcome to a 
nibble on my dandelion root. 

And the dermatitis on my feet? Oh, that 
cleared up within five days of the black 
feather business. No kidding. Cross my . 
heart-Honest to God. O 

Geoff Hargreaves, our regular columnist, teaches at 
Cowichan Senior Secondary School. He says the above 

i column Is "all straight fact." 

the EQUITABLE 
LIFE insurance 
company OF 
CANADA 

Balanced Financial Planning 
includes: •• 

. - Family Protection 
Estate Preservation 

Tax Minimization 
Retirement Income: 

For a n interview without ob l igat ion , contact 
MERNA DARC at 685-8364. 



All right! It's Interest Bonus 
Time again!! 

Make new investments" to 
your Bonus Account 
anytime in January up to : 
and including February 5 
— and earn interest from 
January 1. 

That's right. li'doesn't, 
matter when you invest", 
din ing Interest Bonus 
Time you still earn interest 
from January^ - ' 

* - j 

What an INTERESTING wky tor 
ring ip the New Year! 

• * New investments are defined bythe 
; Cooperative as funds not 

previously in any . £v 
. Co-operative Select,: 
J3onus orTerm ?. •> 
A'ocount. -

T i m e i s o t a y o n r s i d e 

If j/ou are an educator as well 
as a Co-operative member, 
. many of youPreiatives are. 

also eligible for -
. membership. Call today 

• .'for application forms so 
your whole family can 

benefit from 
-* Interest Bonus. • 

InteresLBonus only 
JiaDpens once a year. 

' • .Don t miss it 

• VancouveMHead Ollice 2110 West 43rd. 
' f . < .Ave V6M 4H5 Tel. 261-5177 •̂ 2235Tr3urrard 
S? V6J 3H9Tel 261-5177-" Vlcto.la'3960 Qusdra". 
St V8X 4A3 Tel 479-9362 • Nanclmo 7"7 Poplar 

St V9S 2H7 r T a 753-3402 • Kelowna 
1521 Sutherland Ave. V1Y5Y7 

Tel. 860 -3567 'p r ince 
. Geor3e i3P - l460 6th • 

hie V2L3N2Te l 
• 532-7213 

EHI 



Can,ic 
Post 

Posies 
C.inada 

T h i r d T r o i s i e m e 
c l a s s c l a s s e 
P E R M I T N o 2 0 3 5 
V A N C O U V E R 

Credit Hull 
asics! 

1™ l ^ ^ T . • • 

the basic ffacts! 
Our informational guide explaining RRSPs, 
RHOSPs and lAACs in plain, everyday language 

is available to you FREE of charge at your 
Teachers Credit Union. 

THEN;. . . 
^ s v e e o - ' get down to basics with 

a Teachers Credit Union Plan! 
Deposit Section 
• No fees 
• Competitive rates of interest paid from 

date of deposit to date of termination 

Equity Section 
For the more adventurous... a 
calculated risk in the equity market. Ask 
for details. 

Contribution deadlines for the 1980 taxation year. 
Registered Home Ownership Savings > • Registered Retirement Savings Plans 
Plans —December 31,1980 —February 28,1981 

B.C. Teachers 
Union 

Vancouver 
324-6655 

Victoria 
595-5151 

Burnaby 
294-5106 

Surrey 
581-9828 

UBC 
224-2364 

Toll Free 
112-800-663-3345 
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