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Is Teaching a Profession? 
( B y H A R R Y C H A R L E S W O R T H , General Secretary, B . C Teachers ' Federat ion.) 

There can be l i t t le doubt that in the minds, of many 
teachers the question "Is T e a c h i n g a Profess ion?" 
would be qu ick ly answered in the affirmative, and the 
questioner would probably be regarded as a fit and 
proper subject for invest igat ion by means of the var­
ious Intelligence tests now so much in vogue, while , 
if anyone should be bold enough to make the definite 
and positive statement that " T e a c h i n g is net a P r o ­
fession," then such person w o u l d be considered as 
entirely wi thout reason, or else a deliberate enemy of 
.ill teachers, actuated by malice aforethought. 

In spite, however, of these terrible consequences, 
I feel in duty bound at least to raise the quest ion even 
if only to have teachers do a little, fundanmcntal / think­
ing on the proposi t ion. A t any rate, the fact'/'tlmt I 
have spent some years in the service of th (^Teachers ' 
Federation of B r i t i sh Co lumbia , aiuLnL-esT-thc Canadian 
Teachers' Federat ion, du r ing w h i c h ' t ime my whole 
efforts have been in the interests of teachers, w i l l , 1 
hope, remove any suspicion of unchari tableucss, and 
wil l he taken as sufficient proof of the worthiness of 
my motive in a sk ing the question. It migh t also be 

..well to state that my posi t ion as General Secretary oi 
the Bri t ish Columbia-Teachers ' Federat ion has brought 
me into • very close conti 'c t w i th a large var ie ty of 
matters bearing on the .subject, and has provided 

. . m a n y un ique experiences from which to d raw very 
definite conclusions. 

In the first place, much of the teaching, as we 
knew it of o ld , was of a ; ;dogmatic nature, ' wh ich made 
V e r y definite assertions and expected, as a k ind of 
Divine prerogat ive that all wdio heard such statements 
would accept them wi thout question, merely because 
'f teacher said it. it was so." V a r i o u s generations 

. • m i * * . i"> 

teachers and of pupils have held fast in this wonder-
,,;."! tradition, through the ages- T h a t it is nut dead 

^'Wen yet is shown by the fo l lowing inc iden t : A few 
week.N ago. the daughter of jf.fvcry learned astronomer, 
• ' 0 \v resident in B . C. . came home from school and as-

founded her father by s ta t ing that "day and night 
were caused by thc sun t r ave l l ing round the earth 
each day." T h e father- endeavored in a d ip lomat ic 
way to correct the error, but on ly to be met by a sharp 
rejoinder: " V o n must be wrong , dad, for teacher told 
us the other way. She said that the sun rises in the 
East , travels round the ir th and sets in the W e s t — 
and i t does." 

N o w this spir i t of assertion and acceptance would 
seem to exert a tremendous influence upon teachers 
themselves, for seeing their pupils accept wi thou t 
quest ioning from them, they in tu rn are prone to ac­
cept wi thout ques t ioning from others, pa r t i cu la r ly if 
thc acceptance is comfor t ing , whi le the ques t ion ing or 
rejection w o u l d involve mental and moral effort, lead­
i n g more or less to uneasiness. 

It is probably o w i n g to this fact that teachers have 
so readily taken for granted that teaching is a profes­
sion. Have we not been told over and over that not 
only is teaching a profession, but it is also the pro­
fession—the most g lor ious profession on earth, and 
that no other can approach it for nobi l i ty . Fu r the r ­
more, have not these things been said by even K i n g s . 
Presidents, statesmen, and national leaders, as wel l as 
by educational officials and school board members? 
Sure ly , then, it must be so! Tt might repay us, how­
ever, to investigate a l i t t le before reaching such a con­
clus ion. There can. be on ly one scientific way of 
really de termining this question, and that is by care­
fully weigh ing all thc evidence. F i r s t of a l l . a real 
profession demands certain fundamental things, some 
of which may be summarised as fol lows: . 

( a l H i g h qualifications for entrance. 
(1>V-A long period of efficient t r a in ing in thorough­

ly up-to-date inst i tut ions, both in the theory 
and the practice of the profess ion; 

( c i A m p l e provis ion for post-professional t r a i n i n g ; 
(d) A continuous professional spi r i t .or att i tude to­

wards the dut ies i n v o l v e d ; 

o 



i IM Observance uf a strict code uf e thics ; 
(!) Absence of deadening cont ro l by too r ig id in 

spectiou. rules and regula t ions ; 
(g) Freedom for i n i t i a t ive and research; 
(h) Cont ro l of the profession by the profess ion; 
(i) Respect of the profession hy the public , etc. 

In v iew of these essentials wh ich wou ld seem to be 
more or less complied wi th in other professions, what 
is the posi t ion of teaching? It should be at once ap­
parent, that no general answer can be g iven , for we 
are immedia te ly confronted w i t h the fact that there 
is no uniform standard of teacher, as there is in say 
the professions of medicine or law. Teachers are 
divider! into groups by reason of their certificates, 
academic, first and second class, etc., the qualificati <ns 
and t r a in ing differing in each instance. These d i v i ­
sions mark a fundamental difference between teachers, 
and members of the recognized professions, and they 
consti tute « n undoubted diff icul ty i n ob ta in ing a real 
professional recogni t ion for the teaching body as a 
whole. W e have in our system many teachers whose 
academic qualifications and length of univers i ty t ra in­
ing exceed the requirements for either law or medicine, 
but on the other hand we have a large number who 
fall very far short in compar ison , and the general 
public conception is based on the larger number. In 
order to remedy this s i tua t ion, some of the more ad--

-/•vanced school systems have made provis ion whereby 
every teacher, irrespective of the grade taught, can 
take an equal ly l o n g and thorough course of special­
ized professional t ra in ing , so that there is no difference 
in the professional s tanding of the H i g h Schoo l Teach ­
er and, say, the J u n i o r Grade Teacher . W h e r e this / 
system has been adopted, there is also no d is t inc t ion 
made in the salary paid in the.< various departments, 
but what is. k n o w n as the single salary schedule oper-

• •• ates. 

A further compl ica t ion , w h i c h is often overlooked, 
lies i n the fact that, whereas members of most other 
professions set up as i nd iv idua l practi t ioners, teachers 
are almost a l l employed by var ious educational bodies, , ; 

and, what is of v i t a l importance, by public bodies, who 
pay teachers' salaries from publ ic funds-

A g a i n , m a n y teachers spend on ly a comparat ively 
short t ime i n teaching, w h i c h consti tutes one more 
fundamental d i s t inc t ion from the general run of pro­
fessions. 

These factors make it imposs ib le to take in toto 
ain* other profession as the model upon w h i c h to bu i ld , 
when we are cons ider ing teaching as a profession. 

It would seem to he the wiser course to adapt the 
essential features which determine a profession, to the 
peculiar circumstances and needs of teaching. T h i s 
wou ld make teaching a real profession in a much higher 
degree, and in a much shorter t ime, than w o u l d be. the 
case by s imp ly t r v i n g to force theoretical ideals to 
impract ica l conclusions. v 

Such" a course has-been cons i s t en t ly - fo l lowed by ; : 

the Teachers ' Federation!' .of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . . O n e 
of its ou ts tanding aims ha;; a lways been to make teach­
i n g a profession, not exac t ly l ike other professions, 

but dist inct and different w i l h standards just as h igh . 
D u r i n g the eight years of its existence, remarkable 
progress has been made, as w i l l be seen from a brief 

• •resume of what has been accomplished under the 
fundamentals previously expressed. 

O n the general questions of entrance qualifications, 
professional t ra in ing , and post-graduate work, the 
Federa t ion records show that wc have always advo­
cated and worked for every th ing leading to a ra i s ing 
of standards, and our work has met w i t h much suc­
cess, as the abol i t ion of T h i r d Class Certificates, the 
extension of the N o r m a l Course to one year, .and the 
provis ion of S u m m e r School w o r k in connection w i t h 
the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , w i l l show. 

T h e professional spir i t and att i tude to teaching has 
great ly improved as a result of the Federation's ac­
t iv i t ies . Assoc ia t ion meetings and conventions have 
brought about a fe l lowship w h i c h has been productive 
of much good. . 

Remarkab le things have also been accomplished 
w i t h regard to the ethical conduct of teachers. M a n y 
examples could be cited to show where teachers have, 
at a great sacrifice to their own personal advancement, 
exhibi ted a s tandard or professional conduct unsur­
passed by members of any other profession. In this 
connect ion, however, there is need for some concern, 
pa r t i cu la r ly w i t h regard to those enter ing the ranks 
of teachers for the first t ime. In their anxiety to ob­
tain posit ions, some of the younger teachers have 
given no thought to the ul t imate consequences, and • 
have agreed to accept posi t ions at salaries wh ich 
scarcely compare favorably w i t h the wages which the 
M i n i m u m W a g e B o a r d forces employers to pay to 
female help. T h u s , their years at H i g h School and at 
N o r m a l Schoo l are evident ly considered as of no ?, 
monetary value. T o give concrete examples : U n d e r 
the M i n i m u m W a g e A c t of B . C . a g i r l eighteen years 
old , wi thout experience, i f employed in a store, must 
be pa id . a salary of $9.00 per week, increasing $1.00 

\ per week each quar te r ; after one year 's experience 
she must receive $12-75 per week or $663.00 per year. ; 
There arc a few c.".-:es in B r i t i s h Co lumbia where l 

teachers, after a l l the t ime and expense of their four 
or five years ' t r a in ing , are teaching for $697.00 a year. 
For tuna te ly such cases are rare, but unless N o r m a l 
graduates themselves set a higher value on their ser­
vices there arc l i k e l y to be more. . 

A Schoo l B o a r d , w h i c h believes that a good teacher ^ 
is w o r t h y of a respectable saiary, and w h i c h also be­
lieves that an unprofessional teacher is not the best i 
person to be entrusted w i t h the development of the 
character of ch i ldren; recently caused to be forwarded 1 

to me an o r ig ina l let ter from a N o r m a l graduate ap­
plicant for a pos i t ion , in which the fo l lowing state­
ment occu r s : " T h e salary is of secondary importance v 
to the experience, and I w o u l d be w i l l i n g to accept a 
l ower sa la ry ." I t i s to the credit of the B o a r d that 
she w a s ' n o t appointed. 

W i t h regard to r i g id inspect ion, and the undue 
s t ress ing of un i formi ty , w i t h its subsequent k i l l i n g of 
in i t i a t ive and research, a good beg inn ing towards i m - ;> 
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provenient has been made. T i m e was when al l teach­
ers were expected merely to carry out rules and regu­
lations in; their teaching,, even to the extent of the 
methods used. T h i s might have been necessary in 
past days, but recently, many teachers have taken a 
much broader view of teaching, and have carried out 
extensive studies in the most advanced and approved 
developments, wi th the result that they are in a posi­
tion to improve grea t ly upon much of the old time 
routine. T h i s fact is now be ing general ly recog­
nized and there is every reason to believe that in the 
near future the system of inspection w i l l be such as to 
allow greater freedom to those whose teaching effic­
iency is beyond quest ion and greater attention w i l l be 
paid to those who have been content to drift a long 
in the old-fashioned ideas. 

For reasons already indicated, i t w i l l probably not 
he possible for the cont ro l of the profession to be in 
the hands of the profession, as i s the case in medicine 
or law, and even to a great extent in the Church , but 
there is not the sl ightest reason w h y the teachers 
should not have an off ic ia l ly recognized part in many 
of the matters affecting educational affairs. Tn some 
countries, and in some cities in Canada, the teachers 
have been conceded the pr iv i lege of hav ing teacher 
representatives s i t t i ng wi th the School Board at al l 
meetings, and such representatives are expected to 
give advice and assistance when matters concerning 
the teaching profession or the inner w o r k i n g of the 
schools are under considera t ion . T h e success of this 
scheme is such that its extension w i l l no doubt in time 
he general. Tn al l p robabl i ty also, a movement w i l l 
he initiated in Canada for a Teachers ' Regis t ra t ion 
Counci l , after the pattern of that now funct ioning so-
excellently in E n g l a n d . Unde r this system, the teach­
ers wi l l have a body s imi l a r to the Med ica l or L a w 
Society to which on ly members of approved qualifi­
cations and efficiency w i l l be admit ted, and from which 
any member gu i l ty of depar t ing from recognized 
standards of service and professional conduct would 
he removed. 

A l l of these movements more o r less defined arc 
indicative of the desire of the teachers themselves to 
raise, their status, from w i t h i n , and even wdiat success 
has heen accomplished already has resulted in such 
a marked improvement in efficiency, service and possi­
bilities for future advances in- the interest of educa-
"onal progress, that the more in te l l igent por t ion of 
Public opinion has already grea t ly increased its respect 
•Or those engaged in the development of the character 
and intelligence of the chi ldren of our D o m i n i o n . 

There is. at the present t ime, a d is t inct ca l l and a 
challenge to every teacher to en l i s t , in a great forward 
movement seeking to elevate teaching. 

^\ hen every teacher in the I7y'ro vince realizes his 
"r h « r responsibi l i ty to tlie teaching body, and assists, 
'JI the solution of the problem by at least being pro-
j ^ i n n a l enough to j o in the organiza t ion which is 
"'"iginn teaching into h . r ightful place as a profession 

'•''.great importance, then there w i l l be l i t t le need t.> 
a sic "Is Teach ing a Profess ion?" -

Thi 
Lesson 
Story 
of the 
Heart 
- T H E 

LIVING 

PUMP 

T h o hea r t Is r e a l l y a h o l l o w 
p u m p , a n d t h i s p i c t u r e s h o w s 
h o w It 8«nd3 o u r blood r u s h ­
i n g t h r o u R h our body. P u r e 
blood f r o m the l u n g s f l o w s Into 
the l e f t a u r i c l e , w h i c h p u m p s 
It Into tho le f t v e n t r i c l e , f r o m 
w h i c h It f l o w s up Into the 
r i g h t a u r i c l e , t h e n in to the 
r i g h t v e n t r i c l e , w h i c h sends It 
i n t o tho k i n g s . 

Stripped of Professional terms and technical words, this 
lesson stands out a M A S T E R P I E C E of S I M P L I C I T Y . 

It wi l l be sent P B . E E to teachers while the supply lasts. 

It was not until 330 years ago that we 
discovered what the heart really does, and how the 
blood moves. Here we learn al l that W i l l i a m Harvey, 
who made the discovery about ths working; of the heart, 
knew, and a l l that other great men have discovered about 
it • since. 

If we opeii an artery after death it Is found to contain 
no blood. Arteries are thereforo supposed to carry air, 
nnd that is what the word moans, as wo should see It s i 
spelt it a little differently—airterles. 

Then a great Soman, Galon, opened au artery In a 
living; animal, and found It f u l l of blood, — B u t lot S r . 
Saleeby, the famous Eng l i sh scientist, finish tho story in 
his own way, and show you the most original charts yon 
ever saw. 

The lesson Is takon from The Bopartraont of our Own 
L i f e , in—.' 

The Book of 1 
ThiB remarkable work contains the finer.t examplos of 

the M O D E R N " S T O R Y - W A Y " O F T E A C H I W O . ' . S h e whole, 
beautiful, woudorful world is brought . ."leroru you with 
T E N T H O U S A N D S T H I K Z N G E D U C A T I O N A L P I C T U R E S . 
M a l l the coupon now for this most interesting/ lesson. 

Coupon for free Illustrated lorsoni . i \ . . _ . 

•Send, .m«' w i t h o u t cos t o r o b l i g a t i o n , tho I l l u s t r a t e d los-
H I ' I I I — " T h i 1 l .pssnn S t o r y o f tint. H e a r t — T h o L i v i n g 

. Pump'* t n g e t l w r w i t h IL p l a n . fo r t e a c h i n g It. 

Name . School. 

A.ddress City 

THE GROLTER SOCIETY LIMITED 
Tribune Bldg. • - - - - Winnipeg, 
luvr. N o v . 

Can. 
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Types of Courses of Study 
Ext r ac t s from " P u b l i c School A d m i n i s t r a t i o n " by E l l w o o d P . Cubbcr ley , 

Professor of Educa t ion , L c l a n d Stanford U n i v e r s i t y . 

\ln \,iew of the fact that thc teachers of British 
Columbia are preparing recommendations on the above 
topic, for presentation to the Educational Survey Com­
missioners, the folloxvhig statements from Professor 
Cubbcrley's "Public School Administration" (published 
by Houghton Mifflin Company, ,\'rw York) are of great 
interest for they give a fundamental conception of edu­
cational courses, stating the problem very largely as it 
crisis in British Columbia.—Ilditor."] ' 

I n general, and d i s regard ing minor variations, 
courses of s tudy group themselves about two main 
types, though wi th many courses l y i n g in between 
and shading more or less into one or the other. These 
t w o types may be designated as (1) the information 
or knowledge type, and (2) the development type. 

1.—Information or K n o w l e d g e Courses 

The pedagogical conceptions as to the purpose of 
education which lies back of the construct ion of this 
type of courses of s tudy are that it is the mission of 
the school to pass on the accumula ted knowledge of 
the past to the next generat ion, that the mere process 
of acqu i r ing such knowledge gives good mental dis­
c ip l ine , and that knowledge is synonymous w i t h 
power . Facts , often of no par t i cu la r importance in 
themselves, are taught, memor ized , and tested for. 
to be forgotten as soon as the school-grade need for 
them has passed. T o o l studies, as opposed to content 
studies and construct ional act iv i t ies , are great ly over­
emphasized, and are made ends in themselves. Y e a r s 
of a chi ld 's life are often spent i n l ea rn ing supposed 
uses for a tool for wh ich there is no use outside of the 
school room i tse l f ; weeks, months , and even years are 
spent i n d r i l l i n g on problems of a type no man in 
pract ical life ever solves, and w h i c h can be of no use 
to an}' one except a school teacher. 

A r i t h m e t i c and formal g r a m m a r arc great ly overem­
phasized in such courses; r ead ing is taught as an end i n 
itself, instead of as a tool to un lock biography, h is tory 
and literature.'-and to lead to pleasure and en joyment ; 
the composit ion work is d u l l , formal , and unproduct ive ; 
geography is a book geography, whi le the w o r l d be­
fore the eyes of teacher and ch i ld ren remains unread 
arid almost unknown ; d r a w i n g and music arc f o r m a l ; , 
science is m in imized , and used largely as a d i sc ip l in ­
a ry - s tudy ; and any real enr ichment of the courses of 
ins t ruct ion is wanti 'ng. Grade ins t ruc t ion continues 
th rough the eighth grade, and thc secondary-school 
courses also are bookish, somewhat l imi ted in scope, 
and uniform for all types of students. B o o k i s h and 
abstract w o r k dominates the courses of ins t ruct ion , 

to the serious in jury of that large minor i ty of chi ldren, 
if not actual majori ty, who must be educated largely 
through contact w i t h concrete things. 

Dependence upon text-books.—Such courses of 
study usually reveal a large dependence upon text-
hooks, w i t h l i t t le or no supplementary or collateral 
mater ial supplied. Often such courses are carefully 
subdivided into parts, and the pages in the specified 
textbooks w h i c h are to be taught, in each segment of 
the course, arc enumerated. Of ten the courses of 
study depend so thoroughly upon the adopted text-
hooks that they arc very brief, and consist almost en­
t i re ly of a specification of certain pages in certain 
hooks, g i v i n g to teachers no other directions^ or sug­
gestions than are contained in such books. Such ,a 
plan actual ly gives l i t t le l iber ty to pr incipals or teach­
ers, and hence relieves them of a l l responsibi l i ty i n 
the matter of the adaptat ion or. development of the 
work. The courses are handed d o w n from above as 
finished products, and cr i t i c i sm of thc courses is usual­
ly not especially welcomed hy those who prepared • 
them- The result is that both pr inc ipals and teachers 
feel that they are rel ieved of any responsibi l i ty for 
what they contain, or their educational resul t ; the i n - , 
s t ruct ion tends to become formal i fid routine and pre-
fnnctory in t y p e ; and the teaching force tends s lowly 
to go to sleep, so far as t h i n k i n g about what they are 
d o i n g is concerned. 

T h e adminis t ra t ion of such courses.—Such courses 
arc also charctcrized by an almost deadening uniform­
ity, and the work of each teacher and school is usual ly 
carefully checked up hy supervisors who act as in ­
spectors, and by periodical wr i t t en tests sent out from 
the central office. T h e adminis t ra t ion of the courses 
of study becomes the r u n n i n g of a machine. So much 
w o r k is la id out to be done, and the proof of the do ing 
of it is to he found in thc reports of progress and the 
quar ter ly or half-yearly wr i t t en tests. An t i c ipa t ion 
of thc examinat ion dominates the work of instruct ion ; 
fact reviews are frequent: teachers keep lists of the 
questions for years preceding, and carefully coach 
their .pupils on the points i t is thought may be asked 
for ; and the s tand ing of the schools and teachers is in 
large part determined b y the promot iona l records. > 
T h e almost inevi table result is that both teachers and 
pupi ls lose sight of the real aims in school work and 
the purposes of educa t ion ; the impor tan t ends of in ­
s t ruct ion are subordinated to thc c r a m m i n g of facts; 
thc real abil i t ies of teachers and chi ldren are in no 
way measured hy the resul t s : the retardation and ; 

el iminat ion of pupi l s i n the svstem, is h i g h ; s,nd the 
pa ra lyz ing effect o f such an adminis t ra t ion of instruc­
tion extends through/ a l l branches of thc school sys-
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tern and is evidenced in the character of the final out­
put of the schools . 

Effect on the ins t ruc t ing body .—The knowledge 
theory dominates e v e r y t h i n g ; the supervis ion becomes 
inspec t ion ; the chief educat ional function of the cen­
tral office is to say what is to be done and to test 
the resul ts ; the pr inc ipals become keepers of records 
and handers-out of chalk and suppl ies ; and the teach­
ers do their par t i n a pass ive -and routine manner, 
t h i n k i n g l i t t le as to the educational significance of 
what they do, and wi thou t interest in educational pro­
cedure, so l o n g as their pupi ls pass and they are let 
alone by the inspect ing authori t ies . 

T h e preparation of such courses of s tudy requires 
but l i t t le thought . T o be sure, the knowledge theory 
underlies their cons t ruc t ion , but they could neverthe­
less be prepared by mathemat ica l ly d i v i d i n g off the 
pages of the textbooks, o r by c o p y i n g what had been 
prepared elsewhere. T h e effect of such courses on 
the schools is as bad as their preparat ion is easy, and 
the promulgat ion and adminis t ra t ion of such a type of 
courses of ins t ruc t ion for the schools is one of the 
best recipes that can be g iven for p roduc ing an un­
th ink ing and professional ly inact ive body of pr incipals 
and teachers. There may he an appearance of smooth-
runn ing machinery and an absence of fr ict ion, but 
such quiet ac t iv i ty is due rather to the professional 
death on a l l sides than to the quiet hum of a profes­
s ional ly interested t each ing body. 

2.—The Deve lopment T y p e of Courses. 

E n t i r e l y different conceptions as to the nature 
and purpose of educat ion underl ie the preparation of 
this type of courses of s tudy . Instead of being fixed 
and finished products , this type .of courses remain l i v ­
ing and deve lop ing things. Instead of facts being 
conceived as impor tan t i n themselves, they are regard­
ed as of no real importance unt i l they have been put 
to use. K n o w l e d g e is conceived of as life experience 
and inner conv ic t ion , and not as t h e memoriza t ion 
of the accumulated knowledge of the past,—as a tool 
to do something w i t h , and not a finished product in 
itself. T h e - w h o l e concept ion of the school is, in con­
sequence, changed from that of a place where chi ldren 
prepare for life, by l ea rn ing cer ta in t radi t ional things, 
to a place where ch i ld ren live life, and arc da i ly 
brought in contact w i t h such real life experiences as 
w i l l best prepare them for the harder problems of life 
which lie just ahead. T h e ch i ld ren in the c o m m u n -
" y who present themselves foi education, and not 
the more, or less t radi t ional subject-matter of instruc­
tion, are regarded as the real educational problem. 
O f course, under such a w o r k i n g conception,- no th ing 
can remain very fixed or very final . 

The p r inc ipa l and teacher in such a school system. 
the pr incipals and teachers in a school system 

where the courses of ins t ruct ion have been worked out 
° u a basis of such modern educational conceptions, 
naturally occupy quite a different j iosit ion from that 
°f pr incipals and teachers in c i ty school systems 

which fo l low the other and older type of courses of 
s tudy. It now becomes the bus -less of all to think 
over and s tudy the problems of instruct ion, wi th a 
v iew to adapt ing and adjust ing the school work to 
the needs and capacities of the pupil:-, to be instructed. 
T h e chief purpose of the school principals, in so far 
as their work with teachers relates to instruct ion, and 
the chief purpose of the teachers in the classrooms 
w i t h the chi ldren, now becomes that of act ing as 
s t imul i to t h i n k i n g over the problems at hand. 

T h e pr inc ipa l proposes methods of procedure to 
his teachers, and these are. considered and tried out. 
T h e teachers propose problems to their pupils, and 
guide them in th ink ing , s tudying , and examin ing 
them. In each case the so lv ing is the real t h i n g ; not 
the m e m o r i z i n g of some one else's solution. 

In a way, both pr incipals and teachers stand as 
s t imul i to ind iv idua l ac t iv i ty , as whetstones upon 
which those s t imulated may b r ing their t h ink ing tu 
a keener edge, and as cri t ics by whose help young 
people may develop their ab i l i ty to reason accurately 
and w e l l . T h e purpose of inst ruct ion is changed from 
the memor iza t ion of facts, to that of fitting pupils for 
personal responsibi l i t ies ; from that of accumula t ing 
informat ion , to that of t r a in ing young people to stand 
on their own feet; from that of t ransmit t ing to them 
the inheri ted knowledge of the past, to that of pre­
par ing them for social efficiency in the life of to­
mor row. 

M e r e dr i l l—often meaningless- and unintell igent 
d r i l l — i s largely replaced by lessons i nvo lv ing appre­
ciat ion and express ion; problems that prepare for 
efficient part icipat ion in the work of democratic gov­
ernment arc emphasized, and t r a in ing in so lv ing them 
is g iven and the social relationships of the class­
room and the school are directed toward the prepara­
t ion of soc ia l ly efficient men and women. T h e teach­
er's main duty becomes that of gu id ing and di rec t ing 
the normal processes of thought and action on the 
part of pupils , of extending their appreciation into 
new direct ions, of w iden ing the horizon of their am­
bit ions, and of s t imu la t ing the development of larger 
and better ideals for life and for service. 

The final test for a l l such work natural ly cannot 
be the term or the quar ter ly wri t ten examination, but 
must be the judgment of pr incipal and teacher as to 
whether the pupi l litis developed sufficiently, under 
such a course of t ra in ing, as to he ready to attempt 
the problems which w i l l meet h im in the next grade 
school . 

Such courses, g r o w i n g courses .—As was said above, 
-nothing can be verv fixed or verv final in the courses 
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of ins t ruc t ion in :i school sy>leni actuated 1>y such 
c.onofptiinis as l u the purpose* fur which i l exist*. 
T h e r e w i l l , of course, he certain constants in instruc­
t ion, which w i l l be more or less generally required 
of a l l normal children- Certa in alternatives also w i l l 
be proposed, from which schools and teachers may 
choose. Cer ta in optionals w i l l also he inc luded, wh ich 
may be taken up or omit ted, as the needs of the classes 
or of the brighter pupi ls may seem to require. 

T h e courses, though, w i l l be regarded as dynamic 
rather than static, in the sense that year by year they 
w i l l he subject to change to meet chang ing needs, 
or to b r i n g them more into harmony wi th the results 
of the best experience, either wi thin or wi thout thc 
c i ty . T h e needs of the communi ty and of society 
are ever changing and g rowing , while the needs of 
chi ldren vary much, and the adaptation of schools, 
teaching, and subject-matter to meet these chang ing 
needs is one of the most important problems con­
nected w i t h the supervision of ins t ruct ion. 

E x p e r i m e n t a l rooms or schools .—A superintendent 
of schools ought to have no hesitance in pe rmi t t i ng 
teachers or schools to t ry new experiments in instruc­
t ion , under regulated condit ions. O n the contrary , 
he ought to encourage such exper imentat ion. C o n ­
nected w i t h every school system there ought to be a 
few exper imental rooms. E v e n if the results prove 
no better than the methods in use, or even prove un­
satisfactory, the effect of such experimentat ion on the 
teaching force is good. It keeps pr incipals and teach­
ers t h i n k i n g , and tends to prevent the o n c o m i n g of 
that menta l c rys ta l l ica t ion w h i c h seems to set t le .grad­
ua l ly over so many pr incipals and teachers l ike the 
hardening of a plaster cast. 

U n d e r the direct ion of superintendent and pr in ­
cipals a few of the more reliable teachers should t ry 
new experiments i n ins t ruc t ion . If these tu rn out 
w e l l , i t is then easy to introduce them into the schoo l s ; 
if not, they can be let alone. G r o w t h comes f rom such 
an open-minded att i tude toward new methods and 
ideas, and not from standing s t i l l , repeat ing the same 
operations and fo l lowing the same methods day alter 
day and year after y e a r . -

In both elementary and secondary education there 
are many opportuni t ies for the e l iminat ion of waste 
in ins t ruct ion, and for the economy of time in pass ing 
pupils a long. In part this calls for e l iminat ions in 
courses, in part for the in t roduct ion of new types of 
educational tools, and in part for adjustments and 
differentiations in ins t ruct ion to meet i nd iv idua l and ; 
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The Effects of Forest Fires 
By T . H . Wilkinson, Forestry Dept. 

Damage to Reproduct ion 
A considerable por t ion of our lire damage is the 

destruction of the y o u n g trees and reproduction w h i c h 
must be depended upon for the Forests of the future. 
Th i s y o u n g g r o w t h , wh ich is commonly called " C h r i s t ­
mas T rees" by boys, is very inflammable du r ing the 
dry season. It may not appear to have any value 
at the present t i m ' but remember, the b i g trees which 
we are us ing to-*' ":re once smal l "Chr i s tmas T rees" 
A fire t rave l l ing . j u g h this young g rowth k i l l s it 
outright, and a i tho. igh it may stand for a considerable 
time, it is eventua l ly b lown down or weighted down 
by snow and becomes an exceedingly bad lire trap. 
One of the wors t features of the y o u n g g rowth des­
troyed by fire is the fact that the trees have not yet 
grown old enough to bear and scatter seed, and so 
the chance of another crop is very mater ia l ly reduced. 

Damage :—Effec t on W a t e r f l o w . 

D i d i t ever occur to y o u that the Forests have a 
very great effect on waterf low? Y o u quite frequently 
take your school geography and trace some migh ty 
river to its source and you note that the r iver, a l though 
wide at the mouth , is sometimes difficult to trace, 
because it appears to have one mass of tr ibutaries 
which nar row down to pin points as in the case of the 
great r iver . 

Y o u k n o w , 'of course, that the r iver increases in 
width towards the mouth , because of the supply of 
water received from the tributaries, but have you ever 

wondered where and how the supply reaches the t r ib ­
utaries? It is because each and every stream taps a 
watershed and we have ample proof that the presence 
of Forest G r o w t h on the watersheds renders their flow 
more equable, decreases erosion, lessens the tendency 
towards destructive floods, and thus increases the 
value of the stream for navigat ion, water power or 
i r r iga t ion . 

T h e influence of the Forests on the water-f low is 
due to the innumerable obstacles, , the t runks of the 
shrubs and trees, the twigs , the dead leaves and the 
matted ne twork of roots of wh ich break up the rainfal l 
and delay the run off water. But the greatest influence 
of a l l is the absorption power of the layer of dead 
leaves, debris , moss and humus, wh ich forms the F o r ­
est F l o o r . T h e water penetrates slowdy to the soi l 
and the r i m off is even. Imagine this as a great sponge. 
T h i s forest floor can be utterly destroyed by fire and 
cannot be replaced for many years after a fire. 

Damage to General Business 

Y o u have been to ld of the great industries wh ich 
are dependent on the Forests for their existence. Y o u 
can therefore readily appreciate that those people who 
earn their l i v i n g in the pulp and paper mi l l s must 
suffer. 

N o t imber means no sawmil l s , shingle mi l l s , box-
factories, wooden tics, wooden poles, mine props, fence 
posts, cord wood. In fact, you cannot th ink of an i n ­
dustry wh ich is not v i t a l ly effected when forests burn . 

T h e t rapper must also suffer when his fur bear ing 
animals are destroyed or dr iven afar by fire. 

T h e hunter no longer finds game plentiful and the 
muddy streams of unregulated waterflow no longer 
appeal to the fisherman. 
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The British Association for the Advancement of Science 
S Y N O P S I S O F A D D R E S S 

"Educational Section 
T h e Br i t i sh Assoc ia t ion for the Advancement of 

Science held its 92nd A n n u a ! M e e t i n g in T o r o n t o , 
Canada, from the 6th to the 13th of Augus t . T h e 
Associa t ion had met in Canada on three previous 
occasions, v iz . , in 1884, 1S97 and 1909. 

M o r e than 500 lead ing Br i t i sh and European scien­
tists were present at the meeting, which was organ­
ized in thirteen sections as follows :—Mathemat ics and 
Physics ( i nc lud ing Me teo ro logy ) , Chemis t ry , Geo logy , 
Zoology, Geography, Economics , Eng inee r ing , A n ­
thropology, Phys io logy , Psycho logy , Bo tany , E d u c a ­
tion, and Agr i cu l t u r e . 

Recent advances in science were discussed at thc 
sectional meetings. In addit ion, many popular lec­
tures were delivered to members by leading scientists. 
Four "c i t izen ' s" lectures and three-children's lectures 
were open to the public, and free. 

The meet ing afforded an exceptional oppor tun i ty 
for intercourse between A m e r i c a n , B r i t i s h , Canadian 
and European workers in science, and all who, whi le 

j | ^ not engaged in scientific pursuits, are interested in 
the results of scientific endeavor. 

Br ie f reports of some of the addresses fo l low. 

A N A L Y Z E S E X A M S M A T H E M A T I C A L L Y 

Researches on intel l igence wh ich are rece iv ing at­
tention at thc On ta r io Col lege of Educa t ion were re­
ported at a joint meet ing of the educational science 
and psychology sections of the Br i t i sh Assoc ia t ion by 
Prof. Peter Sandiford, of the U n i v e r s i t y of Toronto . 
Tt is necessary to combine educational theory with""' 
statistical methods before it is possible to evaluate the 
answers wh ich candidates give to a uniform set of 
questions, Prof . Sandiford indicated. " T h e invest iga­
tions at Onta r io Col lege of Educa t ion have shown 
'"•it tl: es made by pupils in special ly prepared • 
standar ts for H i g h Schoo l phys iography and 
physics iue not on ly to their knowledge of science, 
but als. uch factors as reading abi l i ty , intel l igence, 
age. an< e l i ke , " he said. 

The r iod adopted for sor t ing out thc con t r ibu t ion 
which if these factors makes to a pupi l ' s answers 
to exa a i o n . questions, is the-use of "par t ia l co­
efficient., of correlation formulae.", w h i c h have been 
devised by mathematicians to "permit the determina­
tion of thc independent contr ibut ion wh ich is made 
' 5 y each of several variable, factors to a g iven result . 
T h e equations have been in use among economists for 
some time for the prediction of crops, for example, 
hut they wi l l have to he ut i l ized also by educators and 
Psychologists, before rnucb further progress can be , 

.made in the quanti tat ive aspect of the science of edu-T* 
nation. 

I 

it-

" B y taking age into account and by the use of tests 
for reading and intel l igence, fol lowed by the ca lcu la­
t ion of partial co-efficients of correlat ion, it. is possible 
to free the results of a t r i a l examinat ion of this k i n d 
from the influence of age, intell igence and reading 
abi l i ty , leaving those m a i n l y due to the knowledge of 
science," stated Prof. Sandi ford . T h c methods w h i c h 
arc being developed for this purpose can he appl ied to 
other fields also, the speaker indicated. 

P U T T I N G T H E C A L I P E R S O N C H I L D ' S 
M E N T A L I T Y 

Methods by w h i c h school staffs can est- • tlie 
mental age of pupils w i thou t the applicat ion mal 
intelligence tests were out l ined to educatior the 
Br i t i sh Associa t ion by D r . S. B . S i i n ­
spector of auxi l ia ry classes in Onta r io scl. A c ­
cord ing to the procedure recently in t roduo y the 
Department of Educa t ion for the separation of back­
ward pupils for the special classes and schools, a pre­
l imina ry selection is made by the local school staff 
cons is t ing of inspector, p r inc ipa l , teacher, nurse and 
physic ian, and about twice the number to be assigned 
to the special class are set aside for subsequent ex­
aminat ion by specialists. 

Records of the menta l i ty estimates formed by such 
an examining hoard after s tudy and observat ion have 
been kept, and the)' show very fair agreement wi th 
the subsequent findings of an examinat ion made by 
thc formal test, i t appears. T h c teacher's app rox ima­
tions have proved valuable in the recogni t ion of cases 
which benefit by transference to other classes where 
they receive special treatment and attention. 

D I S T U R B S Y O U R C O M P L E X E S . , W H E N Y O U 
W R I T E T O O F A S T 

T h e well known observat ion that the faster one 
writes, the more mistakes one makes.has been made thc 
subject of experiments reported in the psychology sec­
tion of the Br i t i sh Assoc ia t ion by Prof. A . A . Roback , 
of H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y , whose researches show that 
under pressure of increased speed, there is loss of 
control , the results be ing explainable as the work ings 
of two complementary processes in the nervous sys­
tem, des igna ted by the psychologis t as perseveration 
and ass imila t ion. " T h e first of these factors refers 
to the tendency of a movement to be repeated whether 
in substi tut ion for another or superf luously ," sa id 
Prof. Roback. "The, ; second process relates t o ' t h e 
tendency of one movement to resemble another in 
close p rox imi ty , and in accordance wi th certain cues 
which would favor such ass imi la t ion ." 

Prof. Roback invest igated the subject from the 
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]ti 11111 of view of the movements in wr i t ing , the sen­
sation* accompanying the phys ica l act of forming pot­
hooks and hangers, and finally, the effect on the pro­
cess on concentration on the part of the subject of 
the experiment, and he has concluded thai the writer 's 
attention becomes diverted from the idea of the word, 
to the muscular system called into play in reproducing 
it in letters, the result be ing confusion of the move­
ment. 

"Consonants have a greater chance of occur r ing 
than vowels , " .said I'rof. Roback in te l l ing of types 
of mistakes wh ich have been found common in wr i t ­
ing at high speed. "Tha t is to say, vowels arc more 
frequently omit ted than consonants. 

" T h e more pronounced a consonant is, the more 
chance i t has of present ing itself. Let ters like f, g, 
y, are favored in preference to 1. c, or t. 

" D o w n strokes and c i rcu la r movements are pre­
ferred to other types of movement . 

" T h e same subject tends to break down at the 
same place i n w r i t i n g a given sentence or series of 
figures many times, w h i c h wou ld show that the 
psychical processes possess some un i fo rmi ty . " 

Increased pressure on the w r i t i n g abi l i ty tends to 
b r i n g out characterist ics .o f a par t icular handwr i t ing 
in an exaggerated form, the scientist stated. La rge 
handwr i t ing tends to become s t i l l larger, under the 
abnormal condit ions, and " l o o p y " characters are ac­
centuated-

O N E S O U R C E I N A D E Q U A T E F O R E M P I R E 
L I T E R A T U R E 

N o uni form standard can be set for the teaching 
of h is tory and geography of the B r i t i s h E m p i r e in the 
schools of its varied D o m i n i o n s , according to Prof . 
G . M . W r o n g , of the U n i v e r s i t y of Toron to , who ad­
dressed educationists a l the B r i t i s h Assoc ia t ion . In 
po in t ing out that i nd iv idua l texts and specially adapted 
teaching are required for each special outpost of the 
l i t t le League of Na t ions , Prof . W r o n g s a i d : 

" H i s t o r y moulds the t radi t ions of a people; geo­
graphy tends to determine their occupation, and w i t h 
this, in part, their menta l i ty . T h e Br i t i sh E m p i r e 
manifests itself differently i n . five continents. There 
is no real N e w E n g l a n d anywhere . In every part of 
the E m p i r e the B r i t i s h t rad i t ion is modified by local 
experience and by the influence of environment . 

" T h e teacher has to expla in how the Br i t i sh E m ­
pire came into being, and w h y geography has made 
it so v a r i e d ; why , .for instance, a man of E n g l i s h 
descent in Canada, in A u s t r a l i a , and in South A f r i c a 
is far from be ing an E n g l i s h m a n . Special sympathy 
and unders tanding are required to explain these dif­
ferences. E n g l i s h h i s t o ry and l i terature are per­
vaded by the E n g l i s h c l imate . T h e E n g l i s h l i terature 
respecting Chr i s tmas requires exp la in ing in Aus t r a l i a . 

• where Chr i s tmas comes in the w a r m season. It is 
not easy for an E n g l i s h m a n , l i v i n g w i t h i n easy reach 
of the sea, to understand the problems of life on the 
Canadian prairie, hundreds of miles from the sea. 

" P u r etlcetivc leaching o f b i - l o r y and geography 
each country requires an adequate literature, adjusted 
t o the needs o f the pupils in thai country , l l is prob­
able -.hat an A u s t r a l i a n o f unders tanding can write 
the history o f Eng land f o r Aus t r a l i ans better than 
an Eng l i shman , who would not comprehend the dif­
ferent angle at which an Aus t r a l i an must survey E n g ­
l i sh his tory. T h e Br i t i sh E m p i r e needs a . copious 
li terature, created not in one part but in all parts of 
the Empire- Ano the r need is the instruct ive and sym­
pathetic teacher, free from the patronis ing assump­
t ion that the best and truest ,;re to be found only in 
his part of the E m p i r e . A w o r l d - E m p i r e needs a 
wor ld-spi r i t in its teachers." 

N E E D T O H U M A N I Z E G E O G R A P H Y 
T E A C H I N G 

"The teacher of geography should regard his sub­
ject as a preparat ion for a sane and sympathetic out­
look upon the peoples and problems of the w o r l d . " 
So said Ernest Y o u n g , of the education committee 
of Middlesex in his address on M o d e r n Tendencies 
in the T e a c h i n g of G e o g r a p h y at the Br i t i sh Associa­
t ion meeting, He cont inued:— 

"Geography , taught on sensible lines, is the founda­
t ion of rat ional in ternat ional i sm, balanced patriot ism, 
and efficient c i t izenship . The method of lay ing the 
foundation is, firstly, to deal wi th the whole wor ld 
in the course of the school life, and to deal wi th it as 
a coherent whole and not as a number of independent, 
and disconnected fragments. 
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•/Secondarily, it must be treated as a col lect ion of 
independent 'na tura l regions. ' T h e th i rd point to be 
borne in mind , is tbe necessity f*>r g i v i n g to each 
region a human in terpre ta t ion ." 

School schemes in geography should be as care­
fully organized as schemes i n ar i thmet ic , M r . Y o u n g 
pointed out. " T h e y should be characterized by pro­
gressive diff icul ty of ideas, as wel l as by increased 
number of facts," he stated. 

S E N S E O F H U M O U R I N C H I L D R E N 

( B y D r . C . W . K i m m i n s , U n i v . of London . ) 

"In all the important crises of life, the ab i l i ty to 
bring to bear on a diff icul t s i tua t ion the eternal spiri t 
of childhood is a very great solace which is denied 
to those in w h o m the sense of humour is l a ck ing . " 
So said D r . C W . K i m m i n s , of the Un ive r s i t y of L o n ­
don, in his address on thc Sense of H u m o u r in C h i l d ­
ren in the education section of the Br i t i sh Assoc ia ­
tion. D r . K i m m i n s has carr ied out an extensive i n -
v fion into the nature of the si tuations which arc 
tliL ..use of laughter i n ch i ld ren , and in ra t ing a sense 
of humour as a priceless possession, to grown-ups a.i 
well as to boys and gi r l s , he s a i d : " A n invest igat ion 
of the sense of humour i n ch i ldren at different ages 
and the conditions which are favorable to its play and 
development becomes, therefore, a matter of more than 
ordinary interest." 

The scientist derived thc bulk of thc material for 
his investigation by a n a l y z i n g thousands of funny 
stories and jokes wh ich were obtained from children 
in the schools of L o n d o n in answer to the request to 
give an account of thc funniest s tory they had ever 
read or heard, and of the joke w h i c h made them laugh 
the most. 

The questions were also tried on chi ldren too young 
to give writ ten replies, and their answers were noted 
down by careful observers. 

After the classification of many thousands of 
answers certain general izat ions were made, and par­
ticular types of funny stories were found to exert the 
greatest appeal at certain def in i te ages. T h c infor­
mation which was obtained in this way sheds l ight on 
..the mental make-up of boys and g i r l s o f the different 

affes, D r . K i m m i n s pointed out, and is invaluable to 
those who seek to probe the work ings of the ch i ld -
mind. 

T h c experiment has been tried in A m e r i c a also on 
the extensive scale necessary to produce significant 
results, wi th the outcome that a general s imi la r i ty in 
t h eim i r t h - p r o v o k i n g element is .found on both sides 
°f the A t l an t i c -bu t - there arc certain wel l marked dif-
Terences. D r . ' ' k i m m i n s has recently extended his in­
vestigations to France and Germany . 

Jn showing the development of the faculty for ap­
preciating a humorous s i tuat ion, -wi th increasing years. 

K i m m i n s stated that the funny remarks of very 
young chi ldren are-frequently •unintentional . , and con­
sequently they must be discounted in t rac ing the d e ­

velopment. H e s a i d : " T h e appreciation of humour 
by very young chi ldren must not be confused wi th 
their smart and wi t ty sayings , wh ich are said wi thout 
any intention of their be ing humourous or producing 
laughter. It is naivete pure and s imple. 

" T o the psychologists the study of naivete is of thc 
greatest possible importance, as it gives valuable i n ­
dications of the child 's racial inheritance and indicates 
several directions in w h i c h the education of y o u n g 
chi ldren might be modif ied. T h i s study is a some­
what neglected field of research, Dr. K i m m i n s report­
ed. "There are several we l l 5 Known accounts of the 
first year of a chi ld 's life, iHit ' i thtNperiod from two to 
live years of age is more or Jess a;i unworked field," 
he said. The question is receiving attention from 
psychologists in A m e r i c a , however. 

Si tuat ions of the purely v isua l type are the first to 
appeal to the humourous side of infants, D r . K i m m i n s 
has found. T h i s was his explanat ion of the laughter-
producing effect of s lapst ick comedy : "The irrestible 
appeal of Char l ie C h a p l i n to y o u n g children is due to 
the fact not only that he is a clever artist but that he 
is breaking all thc convent ions of society, and is doing 
in a very amus ing way , the things that chi ldren are 
forbidden to do. T h e con t inua l movement, variety 
and change of action, so dear to the ch i ld mind, i n ­
crease the effect." 

O f articles of apparel as ingredients in a funny 
si tuat ion, the hat w o u l d appear ..to be the one about 
which much of the fun centres. " A big man with n. 
smal l hat. or a smal l ch i ld w i t h a man's hat never fails 
to provoke laughter," D r . K i m m i n s reminded thc 
scientists. T h e appeal of the hat is not confined to ,; 

chi ldren, as it is an important part of the stock in 
trade of the c lown and of every comic artist. 

" A hat b lown off, p r o v i d i n g it is not your own , 
causes amusement; and the posit ion of the hat on the 
head produces great changes i n the general appear­
ance. A suit of clothes, unless of extravagant design, 
rarely provoked laughter, it s imp ly appears as a nat­
ural extension or suburb of the body. Not so wi th the 
hat, wh ich is more of the nature of a foreign body. 

"VVhen children reach seven years of age, the re­
cords show a t ransi t ion (mm the purely visual type 
of humourous si tuation to an elementary p l a y i n g wi th 
words. . 

" A t this stage there is a marked difference between 
the boys and the g i r l s . 'Hie stories of the hoys main ly 
consist of movie and fairy tales, and many of the 
jokes have for their basis the misfortune of others. 

" O n thc other hand ' the stories of the gir ls arc a l ­
most exclusively fairy tales, a large percentage of 
which are about the story of 'the three hears' which 
retains its appeal to ch i ld ren far longer than might be 
expected. :•: 

" G i r l s . a r c •much more introspect ive than bovs and : 

in their records there are mauv riddles and much nl.iy 
on words, while these elements are miss ing from tho.-e 
of the hoys-

" W h e n children R years o f age are examined, it i -

mm-
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noticed l l ia t l l i c bo\ s begin lo lake pleasure in r iddles, 
b i l l they are st i l l far behind the gir ls in this respect, 

" T h e feeling of super ior i ty as a fertile source- of 
laughter now makes its appearance i n the accounts 
of the mistakes of younger ch i ld ren . The gir ls here, 
as at other ages, associate s tupidi ty wi th the hoys, 
but there is no reciprocal act ion. 

"here is now a marked increase in the domestic 
and cur ious ly , those based on boisterous fun 
nore common wi th the gir ls than with the 

us par t icular age." 
t ime the ch i ldren are nine years old , a 
taken place in their outlook, D r . K i m m i n s 

" T h e in tel l igent chi ld of this ago has 
e difficulties connected wi th reading and 

. voracious reader, and is rap id ly acqu i r ing 
• ml of useful knowledge . 

. and gir ls at this period are par t icular ly i n -
• . . ied in funny stories and jokes. T h e domestic 
s tory improves, and accounts of comic incidents from 
we l l known hooks are epioted. T h e feel ing of super­
io r i t y is increasing, and stories and jokes of amus ing 
mistakes of younger ch i ldren are very popular. 

Jn compar ing the results of the invest igat ions con­
ducted among E n g l i s h ch i ldren and chi ldren in A m e r ­
ican schools, the scientist told how fairy stories per­
sist longer on this side of the A t l an t i c as the theme 
of the funny stories, and s imi l a r ly , domestic situations 
arc quoted more freely here as the basis of jokes. T h e 
greatest differences have resulted, however, in the ap­
peal to superiori ty, and the frequency of the p l ay ing 
on words . S tup id i ty serves as the point of the story 
on this continent twice as often as in E n g l a n d , whi le 
w i t h A m e r i c a n chi ldren from 8 to 11 years, p l a y i n g 
on words is commonly tbc foundation of the w i t t i c i sm . 
" T h i s is due to the great mix tu re of races and the mis­
takes made b y chi ldren endeavour ing to make them­
selves understood," the speaker stated. 

"Exaggera t ion stories among E n g l i s h ch i ldren are 
confined almost ent irely to 12 and 13 years of age, 
but w i t h A m e r i c a n ch i ldren , it is a stock form of 
humour from 11 to 18. 

" B u t the most marked difference between the two 
countries is that stories and jokes of gross absurdi ty 
are far more common w i t h A m e r i c a n chi ldren and 
there arc fewer of the smart retorts. 

" I n both countries, the misfortunes of others fall 
off as an element of humour after 10 years of age, and 
l ikewise , boisterous fun reaches its m a x i m u m at the 
age of 12." 

r' In teres t ing comparisons were drawn between the 
l augh ing propensities of colored and white children-
" T h e chi ldish out look remains very much longer w i t h 
coloured than .wi th whi te ch i ldren . Coloured boys 
have a much keener sense o f humour than the gi r l s , 
i n many of w h o m , the sense-is l ack ing . T h e coloured 
chi ldren are three years beh ind the whites in the sense, 
of humour . Subt le ty rarely occurs, and the humour is 
of the most p r imi t ive nature. The coloured chi ld 
laughs more readi ly than the whi te , but the p l ay - in ­
terest is dominant . • 

" L a u g h t e r is more contagious w i l h coloured than 
wi th whi le chi ldren , though many have not the faint­
est idea of what they are laughing about. If one chi ld 
laughs the others j o in in . T h e y have less facial cor 
ti'ol than other chi ldren . F r o m 12 to 15, coloured 
chi ldren are very keen on Ir ish s tupidi ty stories. 

C o m m e n t i n g on the fact that fairy stories hold ixn 
important place in the records of the funny stories of 
chi ldren, D r . K i m m i n s s a i d : " T h i s hold of the fairy 
story on the chi ld 's imagina t ion finds expression also 
in the funny sights seen in the behaviour of animals., 
In the fairy story, the animals talk and give every i n ­
dicat ion of possessing a high level of intel l igence. In 
the domestic life of the chi ld the dog and cat are re­
tained on their pedestal and are endowed by the ch i ld­
ren wi th a much higher range of abi l i ty and in te l l i ­
gence than is granted to them by adults. 

" T h e i r quarrels, love affairs, and their power of 
dealing wi th difficult s i tuations approximate to those 
observed in human behaviour, in the chi ldren 's imag­
inat ion." C i t i n g stories in w h i c h animals are en­
dowed wi th human intel l igence. D r . K i m m i n s inferred: 
" T h e domesticated animals thus take an important 
j iosit ion in the k i n g d o m of the c h i l d . A t all ages, the 
cat, dog or parrot, p lays an impor tant part i n the per­
centage of funny s ights ." A l l i e d to their greater 
preference for fairy stories, 's the popular i ty of tales 
of this k i n d wi th girls-
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T h e feel ing of super ior i ty , or recogni t ion of s tupid­
i ty, accord ing to the v iewpoin t , is a prominent factor 
in the humourous si tuations, D r . K i m m i n s has found. 
" In verbal humour, this feeling of super ior i ty at some 
ages runs rampant ," he said. " I n v isua l humour it 
holds an impor tan t pos i t ion . " C h i l d r e n wdio are 
themselves the object of the humourous s i tuat ion may 
jo in in the laugh. " O n tes t ing a large number of 
boys who had recently left school and had entered 
employment it was found that the element of super­
ior i ty in the funnjest sights had increased enormous­
l y . " 1 1 

A s the converse of this, is the case in which the 
laughter is at the adults , as the chi ldren 's normal su­
periors i n si tuations in w h i c h the c h i l d takes no part 
except as the onlooker . T h e aunt frequently appears 
as the mi r t h p r o v o k i n g element in such cases. 

" A t ten years of age the affairs of the school are 
of great interest to the chi ld and the popular teacher 
produces possibly an exaggerated effect in his mi r th ­
ful moments. 

" A t school performances in wh ich the teacher takes 
part, his success is the occasion of flattering reference-; 
in the chi ldren 's records of funniest sights they-have 
ever seen. /'-' . 

" O n the other hand chi ldren frequently cr i t ic ize 
their parents, and rejoice at'i the failure of the father, 
but t h e y ' r a r e l y cr i t ic ise the mother ." A m o n g the 
answers to the questions was the remark from one g i r l 
that " i t takes a lot to make father laugh, but even he 
had to jo in i n , " whi le after her father's unsuccessful 
attempt to amuse the baby i n the absence of the 
mother a g i r l s a y s : " I am afraid if baby always had 
to play w i t h father, he would not get much amuse­
ment." 

T rave l scenes frequently give rise to ch i ld ish fun. 
D r . K i m m i n s agreed wi th Stephen Leacock in that 

the real sense of humour , in g r o w n tips, differ very 
little in A m e r i c a and in E n g l a n d . " B u t the material 
on which it operates differs w ide ly , " he said. "Thus 
we get clear dis t inct ions between E n g l i s h and A m e r ­
ican humour . T h c appreciat ion of a humourous situ­
ation depends upon thc type and extent of thc culture 
of the ind iv idua l affected. 

"The nature of the environment , social outlook, 
and the advance of c iv i l i za t ion must of necessity have 
a profound effect on the things we laugh at. N o t h i n g 

:• illustrates this better than the change of humour from 
century to century and the fol ly , of wh ich so much ad­
vantage has been taken, of d iscuss ing thc definitions 
°f experts who have wr i t ten on humour and laughter 
from age to age under w i d e l y different social condi­
tions- ... r 

" A study of taught- 1 orovoking- material in people 
of different stages . !ization makes this -abund­
antly clear. T h e hut .ition of laughter accompan­
ies the progress of higher-ideals in nat ional life. O u r 
laughter at the misfortune of others no longer includes 
deformities and 'situations i n v o l v i n g actual or possible 
loss of life. 

' T t stands to reason that as envi ronment , history, 
and t rad i t ion have such a great effect on the laughter-
p r o v o k i n g material of a people, there must be a great 
difference between E n g l i s h and A m e r i c a n humour. A 
new count ry wi thou t outs tanding professional hum­
ourists, such as there arc, p r i m a r i l y newspaper men, 
wi th a comparat ive absence of t r ad i t ion and conven­
tion and therefore w i t h every oppor tun i ty for great 
freedom of expression, must of necessity have a differ­
ent type of humour from that of an o ld country bound 
by t radi t ion and anxious above al l th ings to keep wel l 
w i t h i n social convent ions. 

" T h e rapid g rowth and ext raordinary prosperi ty of 
A m e r i c a have produced a fertile soil for the develop­
ment of a habi t of exaggerat ion and what has been 
termed 'an exuberant love of l y i n g . ' The point which 
has not been sufficiently emphasized is the wonderful 
influence of the professional humour i s t as represented 
by the M a r k T w a i n school wi th its enormous publ ic i ty 
through l i terature and lec tur ing platforms in g i v i n g n 
very definite s tamp to A m e r i c a n humour . 

"The re has never been any corresponding move­
ment in E n g l a n d . " 

A m o n g the minor comparisons wh ich thc scientist 
drew between thc humour of chi ldren of the two 
countries, are the facts that certain stories have wide 
popular i ty , often w i t h local va r i a t ions ; and the same 
type of s tory is common to chi ldren of the same age 
in each of the two races. T h c M a r k T w a i n school 
lias left a d is t inc t impression on the sense of appre­
ciation of A m e r i c a n chi ldren however , and their de­
velopment a long humouris t lines has been further 
modified by thc admixture of races. 

"There is a wide l i terature on the subject o f . 
laughter ," said D r . K i m m i n s in conclus ion. " A l l ex­
perts are agreed as to its phys io log ica l value, but there 
arc wide ly marked differences as to the exact nature 
of its psychology . 

"I t has been said that as we reach a higher state • 
of c iv i l i za t ion and become more material is t ic , there 
wi l l be less laughter. 

" T h i s wou ld he unfortunate, for provided a lways 
that the springs of laughter are pure, the longer wc 
retain the spir i t of thc ch i ld , the better." < 
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Okanagan V a l l e y 'Teachers' Association Convention 
( B y A . S. T o w e l l , Ke lowna . ) 

The A n n u a l Convent ion of the Okanagan V a l l e j 
Teachers ' Assoc ia t ion was held at K e l o w n a on T h u r s ­
day and F r iday , October 23rd and 24th, wi th an at­
tendance of about a hundred teachers-

The prccccdings opened with the annual business 
meet ing of the Okanagan Va l l ey Schools A th l e t i c 
Assoc ia t ion , at which reports were adopted and a new 
executive elected. The very successful track meets 
of last year was briefly discussed, and the treasurer 
reported a small cash balance in the bank, but ar­
rangements for next year's meets were left for the 
special meet ing to be called in the . spr ing . T h e new 
executive consisted of 1'resident, L . B . Hoggs, Pen­
t i c t o n ; Secretary-Treasurer , R. L y o n s , Pent ic ton , and 
committee composed of one delegate from each Publ ic , 
Super ior , and H i g h School in the V a l l e y . 

The members of the O . V . T . A . then gathered iu the 
audi tor ium of the P u b l i c School ' for regis trat ion, ap­
pointment of committees, and other business. O w i n g 
to the shortness of the l ime available the .President's 
address was omit ted, and the' other business was at 
once proceeded wi th . Af te r reading and adoption of 
minutes and reports of committees, M i s s F . M c -
Naugh ton , K e l o w n a , was appointed chai rman of the 
nominat ions committee, L . B . Hoggs, Pen t ic ton , of the 
poo l ing committee, and S. A . M c D o n a l d , W e s t S u m -
merland, of the resolutions committee. M e s s r s . C- T . 
Lees and A . G . Smi th of K e l o w n a had prev ious ly been 
appointed by the President to attend to a l l local ar­
rangements. 

T h e meet ing then adjourned to the W e s l e y H a l l 
where an excellent banquet was served by the Lad ies ' 
A i d of the U n i t e d Church . M r ! L . B . Hoggs acted as 
toastmastcr. T h e toast to the vis i tors , ab ly proposed 
b}' M r . F u l t o n of V e r n o n , was responded to by D r . G . 
G . Sedgewick, head of the Depar tment of E n g l i s h at 
the U . B . C . , and by M r . John K y l e , P rov inc i a l organizer 
of Techn ica l Educa t ion . The former spoke on " T h e 
Teacher as a Corrupter of Y o u t h , " i ron ica l ly po in t ing 
out the uncomfortable and even disastrous effects that 
would probably ensue if all teachers conscient iously 
carried out their duties of teaching people really to 
think, and of inculca t ing high ideals of character and 
duty- " H e explained that since it is also the business 
of the teacher to prepare pupils for the w o r l d in which 
they havc.-ito l ive, it is necessary to bear in m i n d that 
for success in life one is almost compelled to accept 
the present order of things wi thout t h i n k i n g too deep­
l y about them. H e showed that whi le the school is 
supposed to teach a high standard of character and 
ethics—yet even the best of our people often failed to 
live up to such a standard themselves. Consequent ly 
the student who really thought would at least be dis­
turbed and puzzled, l i e pointed out that when people 

said that it was the duty of the schools to teach pupils 
to think, they oi'ten really meant "to teach pupils to 
think as I think." Free, untramelled, independent 
t h i n k i n g was too d i s tu rb ing for the general mass of 
people. 

M r . K y l e , the next speaker, carr ied on the same 
ideas by poin t ing out how without thought the in­
st i tut ions of our wor ld gradual ly become corrupt like 
a stagnant puddle, needing a freshening and revivi fy­
i ng current of ideas and ideals to sweep away that 
which was dead and useless, The addresses of both 
Dr . Sedgewick and -Mr. K y l e were enthusiast ical ly 
received bv their auditors. 

The toast of the I!. C . Teachers ' Federation was 
proposed by M r . M c l n t y r e , W e s t Summer land , -and 
responded to by M r . H a r r y Char leswor th , the Secre­
tary of the Federat ion, who gave a most luc id and in ­
teresting address on the aims and accomplishments 
of the organizat ion, naming some of its many friends, 
and answer ing the cr i t ic isms of its few enemies. In 
the intervals between the speeches, music was pro­
vided by Messrs . .McGinnes, Smi th , Gr i f f i ths , and 
Danie l . T h e terminat ion of a very successful evening 
was proveded by a dance in the E l k s ' H a l l . 

F r i d a y morn ing was taken up by sectional meetings 
of the teachers, where var ious educational problems 
were discussed. In the H i g h School Section a good 
deal of t ime was spent on the topic of En t rance E x ­
aminations- The presence of M r . Char leswor th proved 
of great assistance, and he undertook to iay before the 
Federat ion Commit tee prepar ing the report of the 
Commiss ioners of the present educational survey the 
results of the deliberations, wh ich were briefly that 
the present system w a s unsatisfactory, but that the 
meet ing did not favour a re turn to the old style ex­
aminations. 

T h e Senior Grade teachers heard the report of M r - ; 
Ma th ic son , Pent ic ton, on the commit tee appointed last: 
year to prepare, a spel l ing l is t for the P u b l i c Schools . 
M r . Math ieson then gave an excellent address on 
"Projec t W o r k in the P u b l i c Schools" for wh ich he 
was tendered a hearty vote o f l h a n k s . 

T h e Jun io r Grade and M a n u a l A r t sections were 
addressed by M r . K y l e on " M a n u a l A r t s , " and In ­
spector H a l l spoke to the R u r a l Teachers ' Section on 
"The-Management -o f R u r a l Schools . " ~ 

O n F r iday afternoon addresses were given in the 
A u d i t o r i u m - to a l l the teachers by Messrs . Charles­
wor th and K y l e . T h e former spoke ma in ly on the 
subject of securi ty of tenure of teachers, g i v i n g many 
instances of their hav ing b:,en unjust ly deprived of 
their positions, and expla in ing the efforts of the Fed ­
eration to have a writ ten form of contract prescribed 
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by the Educa t ion Department . T h e second speaker, 
M r . - K y l e , made a plea for the reorganization and am­
plification of the present courses of study to b r ing 
them m o f : in touch w i t h modern life, and to give more 
scope for the v a r y i n g talents of different chi ldren to 
find expression. 

A t the general business meet ing which followed, 
the Nomina t ions Commit tee proposed the fo l lowing 
executive for the ensuing year : President, M r . C . \ V . 
Lees ; 1st V ice -P res iden t , M i s s E . M c N a u g h t o n ; 2nd 

Vice-Pres iden t . M r . L . H o w l e t t ; Cor re spond ing Sec­
retary, M r . A . G . S m i t h ; Reco rd ing Secretary, M i s s E . 
D a v i e s ; Treasurer , A . S . T o w e l l ; R u r a l School Repre­
sentative, M i s s O w e n . A l l the above except M r . 
Howle t t , of Ru t l and , and M i s s O w e n , of South O k a n a ­
gan, are from K e l o w n a , it hav ing been found conven­
ient to have a l l the executive residing in one centre. 
T h e report of the Resolut ions Commit tee was then read 
and the Conven t ion adjourned after votes of thanks to 
al l those whose assistance had made it so successful. 

The Dalton Plan 
(Some Impressions by M i s s E . M . Brookes , Invermere, B. C . 

A l l educational papers have published articles on 
the Amer i can experiment in teaching, now known far 
and wide as "The Dal ton P l an . " Several schools 
in England are t r y i n g out the method to see how far 
it is suited to a different environment, some w o r k i n g 
from A to Z on the or ig ina l lines, others adopt ing it 
in part on ly or adapt ing it. 

On Feb. 6th, 1922. wi th about s ixty other students 
from the L o n d o n D a y T r a i n i n g Col lege , 1 visited thc. 
County Secondary School at S t rca tham. a school of 
775 girls ranging from eleven years to nineteen years 
of age. T h i s school and the Blackfrairs school for 
hoys are the two most noteworthy on the E n g l i s h 
side of thc experiment. 

As frankly I ' d id hot become an adherent, a l though 
I think r started wi th an open mind , perhaps the fairest 
way to arrange this article w i l l be to give cr i t ic i sm 
first and finish wi th notes on the address given to us 
hy M i s s Bassett, thc head-mistress, so l e t t ing the last 
impression (if this paper makes any impress ion!) be 
that of the enthusiast. 

T h c whole school was th rown open to us and 
senior g i r l s had been appointed to direct us to such 
class-rooms as wc wished to visi t . [ asked first for a 
history class-room, then for geography, and spent 
about 40 minutes in each. 1 was a l lowed to question 
e.irls, look at text-books, exercise books, etc. T h e 
assignment cards, that I studied showed subjects set 
m alternate weeks for preparation and wri t ten report. 
For instance, this was one of four questions set for 
a class of thirteen-year-olds, to be prepared du r ing 
the first week of the-month and wri t ten nn du r ing the 
second week. " E i n d out al l you can a b o u t ' p P ^ t h e 
character; (b) the acts of C r o m w e l l . S tudy hinvv'as 
•V a young man in 162R; B, a member of Par l iament 
1628-42! C, a soldier 1642-53; D , ruler of E n g l a n d 
1653-53." A t "the foot of the assignment card was a 
note naming suitable reference' which would be 
found on the she lves ' in the h is tory-room. Personal ly 
I had two objections to this-monthly- assignment:-— 

1. f did not l ike this inelastic scheme for se t t l ing 
lessons for a month ahead—lessons for chi ldren are 
»"t like lectures for adults. ^ 

2. T h e amount of cler ical work involved for each 

mistress was appal l ing—charts to be made out each 
month s h o w i n g each pupil 's record on each assignment 
(for very close check has to be kept that there may be 
no evasion and s l ipp ing through)—there seemed to be 
an endless procession of essays to he corrected—and 
the hectographing of the assignment cards alone must 
mean man)' hours of work. 

A modern language mistress of many years ' ex­
perience ( l ike myself a temporary student of thc T r a i n ­
ing Col lege) gave her opinion that five periods of 
private work to one of oral ins t ruct ion was not a fit 
proport ion for her subject. The re were many other 
c r i t ic i sms from students but du r ing the f o l l o w i n g 
week we were able to persuade an L . C . C. inspector 
to give us his private opin ion , though he made us 
understand c lear ly that he had not v is i ted the school 
off ic ial ly . , 

G o o d Po in t s 

1. T h e Da l ton P lan develops the power of inde­
pendent work , for difficulties must be faced hy the 
pupils themselves. 

2. It does tend-to prevent the better g i r l s from 
m a r k i n g time and i t gives dul ler chi ldren an oppor­
tuni ty to do something - . 

3. The re can be unbroken work when interest is 
aroused. 

4. 11 has-a good effect on discipl ine. 

O n the Other Side 

( B u t the .experiment should lie g iven at least a l ive-
years ' run before it is condemned.) 

1. There may be a tendency to overs t ra in on the 
part of conscientious gi r ls . 

2. The re is decidedly too much s train on thc staff; 
there is need to lessen the machinery of reports, dup l i ­
cat ing, etc. 

3. The re must be difficulties in assessing the 
capacities of the gi r l s ind iv idua l ly , in secur ing ade­
quate revis ion and in co-ordinat ing the work. 

4. i 'o.ssibly accuracy may---suffer- and wr i t i ng , 
spel l ing, speech-training anil oral work in E n g l i s h and 
modern languages. 

In the Dal ton Plan the, inspirat ional teacher has 
no scope—her gifts are wasted. 
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i h 1 - n i l |'is. 

Notes on M i s s Basse-It's Address 

T h e D a l t o n P l a n (s t i l l in the experimental stage.) 
A t the beginning of eaeh month every g i r l i e c e i \ c -

a syl labus o f work to be done in eaeh subject. 

One lesson at least is given in each subject du r ing 
the week, the subject matter t o be taken in these les­
sons being usually indicated in the syllabus. 

T h e whole of Tuesday mornings and part o f three 
afternoons are devoted to class lessons, in addit ion to 
this the third form have lessons on Thursday morn­
i n g s ; thus the greater part o f the .'";liool have M o n ­
day, Wednesday and Thu r sday morn ing for free study. 
The re is group work on F r iday mornings. F.ach 
mistress announces beforehand the topics to be.dealt 
w i th , she may perhaps summon some indiv idua ls to 
attend but in the main attendance is voluntary. 

Subjects as far as possible are studied in subject 
rooms where the subject mistress may be consulted. 
F.ach g i r l is expected to see the mistress at least once 
a week, apart from set lessons; she may of course stay 
the whole session in one room if she wishes—the mis­
tress is a lways there to advise her or to correct her 
work . There are subject l ibraries in the subject rooms. 

E v e r y g i r l is expected to be at the set lessons, 
but apart from this she may arrange her working-
t ime at school and at home as she pleases, her free 
t ime Lt school is 34 periods minus set lesson periods, 
her home-work periods should not be more than 4-12 
in each week according to her posit ion in the school. 
( N . B . — - A period is 40 minutes.) She is responsible 
for g i v i n g the r ight proport ion of t ime dur ing the 
mon th to ah the subjects in the cur r icu lum and she 
indicates on the charts in the subject rooms the t ime 
she has g iven and the amount of work she has done. 

A g i r l must satisfy the subject-mistress before she 
begins the next sy l l abus ; this may be by test or any 
method that the mistress finds most suitable for the 
g i r l . 

Ass ignments 

Ass ignmen t s are now given in three parts in each 
subject : 

1. L o w e r — t h i s should lie w i t h i n the range of the 
slowest g i r l in the class and must be done hy a l l ; 

2. M i d d l e — t h i s gives oppor tuni ty for wider read­
i n g and deeper thought ; 

3. H i g h e r — t h i s encourages the br i l l iant g i r l to 
s tudy as far as she can go. 

N o s . 2 and 3 do not encroach on the next month 's 
assignment . G i r l s choose grades for themselves (but 
the weakest have sometimes to be advised not to at­
tempt too much.) 

T h e D a l t o n P lan pre-supposes a greater interest in 
the ch i ld than in her subject and its objects are to give 
good condi t ions for g rowth and to enlist co-operation. 

Class teaching, w i t h all its good points, has tended 
to foster the crowd-spir i t of the average person, who 

i o l l o w - . tin- late-t dciuagogiii- . in;.:- the latest l a tchv 
song. etc. Another sign u i la i ln ie i - - l i - ' w n when the 
average person on h a v i n g s i - l i o o | ihop- all educational 
pursuit-, from sheer lack of i n t e i i - l . 

There is ai: at traction to the chi ld iu having a b ig 
view o f the work—the c l c v c n - v e a i olds planning for 
a week, the higher classes for a month -also in having 
choice of method, w o r k i n g either by herself, wi th a 
friend or in a group. 

There are some failures; some gi r ls are too ner­
vous, ,'t few too iner t ; these have to be dealt w i ' h care­
fully but on the wlude the system shows that there 
is more care taken over weak subjects, dis l ike of single 
subjects disappears and. as a good impar t ia l lest there 
is noticeably less absence from school-

A R E Y O U A S A L E S M A N ? 

( F r o m the Seattle Grade C l u b Magaz ine ) 
A few weeks ago 1 had the pr iv i lege of a t tending 

a joint meet ing of the H i g h School retail se l l ing teach­
ers and the managers of our stores where our pupils 
are assigned for salesmanship work. T h e purpose of 
the meet ing was to discuss the course of study so that 
ins t ruct ion g iven in the schools might correlate wi th 
the problems that confront the pupi ls when they are 
engaged in actual se l l ing work in the stores. 

One of the outs tanding points of the discussion was 
the need of developing our young people into salesmen, 
rather than order takers. I was impressed how that 
same rule, s l igh t ly changed, applied equally wel l to 
the school teachers in their work. W e are l ike ly to 
become order givers, rather than salesmen. Chi ld ren 
in school are much the same as patrons in a store. 
T h e y are attracted or repelled by the attitude of the 
person wi th whom they are deal ing. < 

Ea r ly in September, Iwas convers ing wi th a fifth 
grade boy, and asked h im how he enjoyed go ing to 
school this year, l i e replied, " ' Y o u know T always 
l iked M i s s — — , my teacher last year, but M i s s 

, my teacher this year, makes the work much 
more interest ing. She smiles, and that helps a lot, 
l o o . " 

1 am wonder ing if we are g i v i n g enough thought to 
the value of the " smi les" and the effect of pleasant--, 
manner isms on the w o r k of the pupi ls . Le t us en­
deavor this year to cult ivate the art of the real sales­
man. 

T H O M A S R. C O L E , 
Supt. Seattle Schools. 

T H E H O U S E T H A T C H I M E S W I T H Q U A L I T Y 

K E L W A Y ' S C A F E 
' A R E L I A B L E P L A C E T O E A T 

1111 Doue-ltis S t r ee t V I C T O R I A , B . C . 
P H O N E S 1G3S—2359 O. Open f r o m 7 t i l l m i d n i g h t 
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British Party Programmes 
S C H E M E S F O R E D U C A T I O N A L R E F O R M 

ti 

T l u : election manifestos uf the three leading' poli t­
ical parties all contain references brief or extensive, 
to the necessity for a continuous policy of educational 
development. T h e Union i s t Par ty early this week 
produced a detailed programme of the educational 
scheme which, it has formulated. 

M r . Ba ldwin ' s election address, published last 
week-end, contains tbe fo l lowing references to edu­
cation and social questions affecting the y o u n g : — 

Educa t ion 

Bel ieving that thc object of any education policy 
should be the welfare of the chi ld rather than the for­
warding of some plan of educational progress based 
on social theories, and keeping in mind that our i m ­
mediate aim should he to develop our ex is t ing national 
system on practical lines, and to l ink up elementary 
education more closely with the various forms of ad­
vanced study, so that no chi ld which can profit there­
by shall be debarred from do ing so by reason of the 
inabil i ty of the parents to pay fees, we are in favour 
of:— 

The ca r ry ing out of agreed schemes as between 
local education authori t ies and the Board of E d u c a ­
tion Which shall ensure, among other matters:— 

(1) A progressive reduction in the size of classes-
(2) T h e improvement or, when necessary, the re­

placement of insani tary schools. 
(3) The development of central schools and other 

tonus of-education above thc elementary school stage, 
with an adecpiatc supply in the number of secondary 
school places, and a corresponding increase in the 
number of scholarships rmd free places, applicable 
to all advanced courses. 

(4) The maintenance, by agreement between local 
education authorities and the teachers, of such scales 
" f salaries as w i l l secure efficient teachers and attract 
the best men and women to the profession. Such 
scales, when thev have been accepted by local educa­
tion authorities, to be obl igatory . 

(5) The systematic promot ion of schemes of adult 
education under the local education authorit ies and 
the further development of all k inds of technical edu­
cation. 

(6) T h e maintenance of the rights of parents to 
have their children brought up in the rel igion to 
which they are attached. 

Women and Ch i ld ren 

In addition to such questions as housing and 
widows ' pensions there are certain other reforms 
•ittecting women and chi ldren that I desire to see 
earned out. The probat ionary system for deal ing 
with offenders should be developed, a B i l l to amend 
a " d consolidate the Fac tory and W o r k s h o p s A c t s 

should be passed, children born out of wedlock whose 
parents have subsequently married should be legi t im­
ized, the law relat ing to separation and maintenance 
orders should be amended, equal rights should lie en­
sured to women in the guardianship of chi ldren , adop­
tion should be legalized, the number of women police 
should be increased, and the penalties for c r imina l 
assaults against wutnei: and chi ldren made adequate 
to the offence. 

Juvenile Unemployment 

Pend ing the restoration of trade, our duty wi l l be 
to continue to take all the special relief measures in 
our power to case the s i tuat ion. M o r e par t icular ly 
do I feel that the grave problem of juveni le unem­
ployment requires fuller and more careful considera­
tion than it has received from the present Govern ­
ment. 

A Na t iona l Sys tem 

M r . Ba ldwin has further sent us a statement "on 
behalf of and in the name of the Union i s t Par ty , " 
which , he points out, " i n common wi th a l l who have 
the welfare of the nation at heart, desires to see func­
t ion ing in the State a sound and complete system of 
national education. It believes that the s tabi l i ty of 
the State and the happiness of thc communi ty , as wel l 
as of the indiv idual , depend largely upon the spread 
of education. W i t h this in mind the Union i s t 'Party, 
wi th the help of prominent educationists, has formulat­
ed a definite and comprehensive scheme of national 
education that, besides remedying the obvious defects 
of the present system, makes provision for a progres­
sive deve lopment toward a high educational ideal. 
T h i s scheme has been made the basis of the approved 

"official educational pol icy of the Unionist Par ty . The 
chief points of this policy are briefly enumerated in 
the fo l lowing memorandum:— 

T h e Unionis t Par ty puts in the forefront of its 
educational pol icy the three fa l lowing pr inciples 
which it considers to be axiomatic::— 

(1) N o ch i ld should be debarred from full educa­
tional facili t ies by reason of the poverty of his par­
ents. T h e number of free places in secondary schools 
should be adequate to meet this pr inciple . State 
scholarships should be established in sufficient num­
bers, as supplementary to L . E . A - scholarships (not to 
relieve rates), to enable the best pupils to go to the 
universi t ies . 

(2V T h e material circumstances in the schools must 
be such as lo ensure that the best possible return is 
obtained for the effort expended. The Union i s t Par ty 
desires a progressive .reduction, in .the. size, of classes. 
In p r imary schools the m a x i m u m number 'of p u p i U 
in a class should not exceed 40 in urban and -IS in 
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rural d i - t r i c l s . 'I In- t ' l i i m i i - l I 'arty t a l l , for t l i r 
modernizat ion a n i l e n l a r g e m e n t , w h i l e n c r i - . M i i ' V , oi 
cMs t ing sf l i imls , m a n ; , o i which arc i l l -equipped a m i 
unsnhcd to modern needs. 

(.V) 'There must he a h ighly n a m e d and adequately 
remunerated body o f teachers who ran count upon 
stabil i ty in the material condit ions ol" their work. 
Where a local education author i ty has accepted the 
Hurnham Commit tee scale of salaries and has subse­
quently departed from it, that authori ty should be 
made to adhere to the scale hv the Hoard o f Educa t ion . 

It is possible (the memorandum continues) | . . 
sketch the outl ine o f a national .scheme of education 
in harmony wi th the fundamental principles enun­
ciated above. 

f l ) Secondary Schools . — Sufficient secondary 
schools wi th adequate provis ion o f free places should 
be provided. A t the age o f 11 the best pupils from 
the pr imary schools should proceed to the secondary 
schools, there to remain as free-place holders up to the 
age of If). T h e best o f these again should remain up 
to IS, and State scholarships should be provided to 
enable the most p romis ing of these to proceed to the 
universi t ies . 

(2) Cent ra l Schools.—-The Unionis t Party wi l l ex­
tend the provis ion of these schools w i l h the object 
of accommodat ing all those pr imary school pupils be­
tween the ages of 11 and 15 (If) where passible) who 
are not accommodated in the secondary schools. 
Transfe r from central to secondary school should he 
made easily possible. 

(3) Techn ica l S ch o o l s .—At the age of 15 or 16 the 
best pupils from the central schools should be enabled 
to proceed to technical schools p rov id ing advanced 
technical ins t ruct ion and t ra in ing . 

(4) A d u l t Educat ion—Ts'o scheme of school and 
univers i ty education, however h igh ly developed, can 
do more than prepare the mind for the pursuit of 
knowledge. ' I t must therefore be completed by a 
system of adult educat ion. T h e object of such a sys­
tem must he not to g ive cheap ins t ruct ion to those 
who have been denied the advantages of higher edu­
cat ion, but to enable a l l classes to use and enjoy the 
faculties developed - by school or univers i ty t ra in ing . 
W e attach the utmost importance to the development 
of facili t ies for adult education by close co-operation, 
w i t h the assistance of the Sla te , between local educa­
tion authorit ies, univers i t ies , and voluntary effort. 

(5) T r a i n i n g of Teachers .—(a) T h e Union i s t P a r t y 
would discourage the further appointment of teachers 
without adequate qualif ications. (b) Definite and 
adequate qualif icat ions should be recognized and re­
quired for each category of employment , (c) T h e 
premature selection of y o u n g people to become teach­
ers, whether by scholarships or otherwise, should be 
discouraged, (d) T h e standard of qualif ication for 
entry into t r a in ing college should he gradual ly raised. 
If reasonable academic qualif ications could be counted 
upon, more time could be devoted to t ra in ing in the 
technique of teaching. T h e most important part of 

t h e l i a i n i n g c i . u r - i - - h o i t l d !•> a c l n . d 1 1 - a e h i n -.- u n d i - i 
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(In Rel ig ious Ins t ruct ion. X . i educational s - . -U - in 
r a n be -a I is i a r I o r \ which dor- not include the p r o 
\ i s i u n of adequate religion-, instruction for a l l chi ldren 
in the schools. 

The I 'n ionis t I 'arty, i l i - staled, is confident that 
the system o f education outl ined above wi l l receive 
national support . " I n these difficult davs u e cannot 
aflord to waste the intel lectual power of the country 's 
future cit izens, a n d Ihe I 'nionist Party is convinced 
that b y this programme the m o s t valuable o f the: 

Stale 's resources m a y be developed." 

L i b e r a l and L a b o u r Manifestos 

The L ibe ra l Par ty , in i ls election manifesto, states 
that i l "has worked out a ten years' programme of 
educational advance, i f it come- into power it w i l l 
wipe out the arrears of educational reform which have 
accumulated in unprogressive areas; it w i l l get rid cf 
the worst bui ld ings , and w i l l reduce the size of the 
classes in elementary schools. It wi l l effect much-
needed reform in rural education, and improve the 
qualification of teachers. W i t h special concern for 
y o u n g workers in and out of work, and for more sec­
ondary schools, it w i l l press for large addit ional pro­
vision for pupils over 14 years of age, wi th mainten­
ance al lowance in suitable cases. It w i l l extend pro­
vision for univers i ty education, and as regards tech­
nical , evening, and adult education, it w i l l seek to 
collaborate w i t h employers and employed iu mak ing 
a determined effort to increase the efficiency of till 

schools which prepare the youth of the nation for 
their vocat ion in life, and fit them for their responsi­
bi l i t ies as future citizens- It recognizes that the 
fulfilment of these aims demands such condit ions of 
service and such payment of teachers as shall secure 
a constant and increas ing supply of properly qualified 
men and women, and believes that satisfactory condi­
tions as regards remuneratior)";an best be secured by 
nat ional agreement." 

The title of the official L a b o u r manifesto is " W h a t 
Labour has done for the People ," U n d e r the cross-
heading " W h a t it has done for Educa t ion , " it states 
that " L a b o u r ' s in tent ion to 'give every chi ld equali ty 
of oppor tuni ty in educat ion ' has begun to he fulfilled 
in the drastic change of the policy of the preceding 
Government . T h e L a b o u r Government has been i n ­
s is t ing on smaller classes, an increase in the numbe-
of fully qualified teachers, new schools, maintenance 
for the poorer chi ldren , more free places in secondary 
schools, and scholarships to the un ivers i ty—al l prac­
tical steps towards the ideal of securing to all chi ldren 
the same chance of advanced education as the chi ldren 
of the r ich . T h e L a b o u r Government has been stead­
i l y w o r k i n g towards progressively higher qualifica­
tions for teachers, and, consequently, of no n iggard ly 

' treatment of teachers' salaries. Shal l ; this po l icy (it 
asks) now be reversed?" 

— T i m e s Educa t iona l Supplement, L o n d o n . 
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P r o m l l i c C h a t e a u o n e m a \ din Ii 11u- t r a i l I " M i n n ' . 

L a k e - a n d t l i e n e e i n L a k e Agms w i l l i c h a r m i n g v i e w s 

a l u i i g t h e w a y a n d a r e s t a m i l e a - l m n s e a w a i t i n g o n e 

a 1 A g n e s . T l i e n e e , a g a i n , u i i e m a y s c a l e a z i g - z a g p a t h 

t - . t h e O b s e r v a t i o n M o u s e m i t u p u f t h e i i i u u n t a i i i 

k n o w n a s t h e B i g B e e h i v e . 

F u l i r m i l e s f r o m t h e s l i m e n f L a k e L i i n i s e a r e t h e 

V i c t o r i a a n d L e f r o y G l a c i e r s , i c a c h e d h v a p a t h n e c e s ­

s i t a t i n g g u i d e s a n d p r o p e r e q u i p m e n t . T h e h a w i n g 

t e e t h o f t h e s e g r e a t i c e f o r m a t i o n s a i e e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y 

i m p r e s s i v e , a n d t h e H o u r o f i c e i s J 5 I ) f e e t t h i c k . T h e 

s u m m i t o f M o u n t V i c t o r i a i s l i s t - m i l e . - - d i s t a n t , i u a n 

a i r l i n e , f r o m t h e C h a t e a u . 

N o n e o f t h e s e t r i p s t a k e m u r e t h a n a f e w h o u r s , 

e i t h e r o n f o o t o r p o n y . 

P o s s i b l y t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e o f t h e m o r e 

s t r e n u o u s m o u n t a i n - c l i m b i n g ' j a u n t s , v i s i t s t o g l a c i e r s 

o r j o u r n e y s t h r o u g h t h e p a s s e s i s t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e 

S w i s s g u i d e s , w h o a r e a l w a y s o n t h e j o b f r o m ' C h a t e a u 

L a k e L o u i s e . W i t h t h e s e m e n i n t h e i r c o m p a n y , l o v e r s 

o f t h e E u r o p e a n A l p s h a v e n o d i f f i c u l t y i n f a n c y i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s b a c k i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d o f M o n t B l a n c . 

B u t t h e y o d e l r i n g s m o r e c l e a r l y h e r e a n d t h e m o u n ­

t a i n s a r e f a r m o r e i m p r e s s i v e a n d m a j e s t i c . 

C H R I S T M A S H O L I D A Y S 

A s there have been a few cases of misunderstand­
i n g in recent years concern ing the dates o f the Chr i s t ­
mas H o l i d a y s we beg to draw attention of all teachers 
to the fo l lowing clause from the Rules and Regula ­
tions as contained in the latest revis ion of the M a n u a l 
of T h e School L a w : 

" T h e win ter vacat ion shal l comprise two weeks 
immedia te ly f o l l o w i n g the th i rd F r i d a y in December. ' ' 

T h i s wou ld place the vacat ion this year from F r i -
, day, Dec . 19th, 1924, to M o n d a y . Jan . 5th. 1925. 

C H R I S T 

T i l l - ; B R I D G E B U I L D E R 

A n o l d m a n , g m i i g a h u n - h i g h w a y , 

( a u i e a l e v e n i n g . c o l d a m i g i a \ . 

| o a e h a - l i l v a s t , a m i d e e p , a n d w i d e . 

T h e o l d m a n c r o - s e d i u t h e t w i l i g h t d i m ; 

T h e s u l l e n s t r e a m h a d n o f e a r f o r h i m ; 

B u t h e t u r n e d , w h e n s a f e m i t h e o i l i e r s i d e , 

A n d b u i l t a b r i d g e t o s p a n t h e t i d e . 

" ( > h l m a n , " s a i d a f e l l o w p i l g r i m n e a r . 

" Y o u a r e w a s t i n g y o u r s t r e n g t h w i t h b u i l d i n g h e r e 

Y o u n e v e r a g a i n w i l l p a s s t h i s w a y ; 

Y o u ' v e c r o s s e d t h e c h a s m d e e p a n d w i d e . 

W h y b u i l d y o u t h i s b r i d g e a t e v e n i n g t i d e ? " 

T h e b u i l d e r l i f t e d h i s o l d g r a y h e a d , 

" G o o d f r i e n d , i n t h e p a t h I h a v e c o m e , " h e s a i d , 

" T h e r e f o l l o w e t h a l t e r m e t o - d a y 

A y o u t h w h o s e f e e t m u s t p a s s t h i s w a y . 

' T h i s c h a s m t h a i h a s b e e n a s n a u g h t t u m e 

T o t h a t f a i r - h a i r e d y o u t h m a y a p i t f a l l h e ; 

l i e , t o o , m u s t c r o s s i u t h e t w i l i g h t d i m : 

G o o d f r i e n d . 1 a m b u i l d i n g t h i s b r i d g e f o r h i m . " 

— F r o m " S c h o o l L i f e . " 

T E A C H E R S ! l e a r n i o W R I T E S T O R I E S 
* ' O R G R O W N - U P S A N D T O 

T E L L STORIES to improve the child mind 
S u c h i i u a l i f i c a t l o n . s wij] id ihi ini ' i - y o u r r e p u t a t i o n a n d tn-

c r e a s e y n u r 1 no tune. 
W e p r o u d e e f f e c t i v e i n s t r u c t i o n in two d i s t i n c t C o u r s e s 

( H o m e S t u d y F l a n s ) , a m i KUSI r u n tec. s a t i s f a c t i o n . 
Tin- co ! . t is b i n n o m i n a l , a n d e a s y m e t h o d s o f p a y m e n t 

f o r t u i t i o n a r c p r o v i d e d f o r . 
M r . A r c h i e V. M e K i s h n i e , a m a s t e r c r i t i c a n d w r i t e r , i s 

ehb.-f D i r e c t o r o f i b i s p a r t o f o u r s c h o o l w o r k . 
Li el us sent! y o u s o m e e v i d e n c e ot o u r e f f i c i ent w o r k a n d 

p a r t i c u l a r s a b o u t these C o u r s e s . W r i t e ; 

SHAW'S SCHOOLS, -LIMITED 
D e p t . B . T . 4G B L O O R W , T O R O N T O , C a n a d a 

Order at O u r Store and Save Canvassers' Commissions 
We have the Biggest Selection and Lowest Prices in B. C. 

A L L PRINTED IN.VICTORIA 

617 - V i e w S t . - 6 1 9 

Phone 730 

V I C T O R I A 
B. C. 
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P L A N S F O R W O R L D F E D E R A T I O N M E E T I N G 
I,DIKICII , A u g u s t 23. — In Ju ly , l l , 2 3 , at San Francisco 

tin: W o r l d ' s Federat ion of Educat ional Associa t ions 
was formed w i t h the fo l lowing officers: Dr . Augus tus 
C. Thomas, State De | i a r tmen l of Educa t ion , Maine , 
President; P . W . K u o . Shanghai . Ch ina , and E . J . 
Sa l i sbu ry , President Nat ional U n i o n of Teachers, 
England, V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s : (..'. II. W i l l i a m s . Un ive r s i t y 
of Mi s sou r i , Secretary. T h e great object of this W o r l d 
Federation is "to formulate plans for international 
good-wil l and mutua l unders tanding among the na­
tions through the work of the schools." T h e con­
sti tution calls for a meet ing every second year, and 
in June last, through the Educat ional Institute of 
Scotland, a p re l iminary meeting was called to form 
a Scottish Na t iona l Commit tee for the purpose of i n ­
v i t ing the W o r l d Federat ion to hold its next meet ing 
in E d i n b u r g h in 1925. 

A t this meet ing representatives from many bodies 
were present, and the Scott ish Na t iona l Commit tee 
was constituted to take full charge of the proposed 
conference so far as local arrangements were con­
cerned. At a later meet ing it was decided that the 
conference should be held in the week beg inn ing J u l y 
20, 1925. ' r t was agreed, that, whi le E d i n b u r g h should 
he the host, yet the, eommitt tee should he nat ional , 
and should represent both teachers and education au­
thorities. T h e commit tee is ra is ing £ 5 , 0 0 0 for the 
expenses of the wor ld conference, and E d i n b u r g h w i l l 
do her best to make it a great success. 

The personnel of this Scot t ish Na t iona l Commit tee 
includes many men and women of prominence. T h e 
principal officers a r c : 

Honora ry Pres idents—Rt. H o n . S i r W i l l i a m Sle igh . 
Cord Provost of E d i n b u r g h : Rt. H o n . L o r d Haldane. 
Lo rd Chance l lo r ; Tvt. H o n . W i l l i a m A d a m s o u , M . P . . 
Secretary for Scot land . Presidents Rev. f). M a c -
Mi l l an . Cha i rman of Educa t ion A u t h o r i t y , E d i n b u r g h ; 
Miss M a r y Tweedle , M . A - . President-elect of the Edi t -
cational Inst i tute of Scot land . Jo in t C h a i r m e n — J . 
W . Cr i tch ley , ex-Pres ident Educa t iona l Institute of' 
Scot land: Prof. A l e x . Dar roch . Na t iona l Commit tee 
tor the T r a i n i n g of Teachers . Jo in t Secretar ies—John 
( lark, M..-V, Di rec tor of Educa t ion . G l a s g o w : George 
C. Pr ingle , M . A . . General Secretary, Educat ional In­
stitute of Scot land. 

Canada to be Represented 
It is evident from this p re l iminary act ion that Scot­

land is prepar ing to g ive a great welcome in 1925 to 
the representative educationists from al l over the 
world. Canada w i l l doubtless he represented, as the 
Canadian Teachers ' Federa t ion was the second mem­
ber of the W o r l d Federat ion, the membership be ing 
limited to national organizat ions. ' T h e Na t iona l E d u ­
cation Associa t ion of; the Un i t ed States was the first 
member, and the Educa t iona l Institute of Scot land the 
third. M r . H a r r y Cha r l c swor th , Br i t i sh (Wlmi ih ia . 
L -x-President of the Canadian Teachers ' Federat ion, i» 
"lie , , f t l K . n i m . ( o r s , , f die W o r l d Federat ion. It 
would seem l i c i t ! - that the t'>27 "meeting should be 
' " • • ' I . i i i Canada. ' - - T h e Globe'. T o r o n t o . 

The fo l lowing extract from the i Irtobcr issue 
Seattle t i rade C l u b M a g a / i n e is very t imely 
number of our readers. M a y it be effective. 

" C O M E B A C K " 
The Secretary says : 

"Forget (he slander you have heard, 
Forget lhe hasty, unkind word . 
Forget the (piarrel, and tlie cause, 
Forget the whole affair, because 
Forget t ing is the only way. 
Forget the storms of vesterday, 
Forget the chap whose sour face 
Forgets to smile in any place. 
Eo'-get the tr ials y o u have had, 
F'orget the weather i f it's bad. 
Forget the knocker, he's a freak, 
Forget him seven days a week. 
Forget vou're not a mi l l iona i re , 
Forget the gray streaks in your ha i r ; 

.Forget the coffee when it 's cold, 
F'orget the k icks , forget to scold. 
Forget the plumber 's awful charge, 
Forget the iceman's b i l l s large. 
Forget the coal man and his weighs. 
Forget the heat in summer days, 
F'orget to ever get the blues, 
B U T D O N ' T F O R G E T T O P A Y Y O U R 1 )U! 

of the 
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Books for Teachers 
KLAPPER'S T E A C H I N G CHILDREN 

TO READ 
$2.25—Mail 10c extra. 

STONE'S O R A L AND SILENT READING 
$2.75—Mail 15c extra. 

W H E A T ' S T E A C H I N G OF READING 
$2.25—Mail 15c extra. 

DENTON'S T H E FAR WEST COAST 
$2.00—Mail 15c extra 

Special Terms for School Libraries 
Send Us Your Lists and We Will 

Furnish You With Quotations 

IRELAND & A L L A N 
Scholastic Booksellers and Stationers 

640 G R A N V I L L E ST. - V A N C O U V E R 



T E S T S F O R S C H O L A R S H I P S A N D 
P R O M O T I O N S 

Synopsis of Address by D r . C y r i l Hurt . 

I . P s y c h o l o g i c a l t e s t s f u r I IM ' i n s c h o o l s u i a v b e 

b r o a d l y c l a s s i f i e d a - - f o l l o w s ; 

( A i Tests of Inborn Intel lectual Capaci ty . -
4 I I T e s t s o f general intel l igence. (2) T e s t s o f special 
aptitudes. 

(II) Tes ts of A c q u i r e d A t t a i n m e n t s . - - ( 1 ) Tests o f 
educational attainments. (2) Tests o f vocational at­
tainments. 

T e s t s o f t h e foregoing t v p e s m a y b e c r o s s - e l a . s < i l i e d 

according t o prcecdurc. a s l a i wri t ten group t e s t s , 

( b l ind iv idua l oral t e s t s , ( e l i nd iv idua l performance 
t e s t s . 

II. Such tests may h e used a t various stages i n 
the c h i l d ' s school career: — 

1 . Tests for Depar tmenta l P r o m o t i o n - - Iu Eng land 
most chi ldren are promoted from t h e Infants' Depart­
ment to the Senior Depar tment a t t h e age of seven or 
eight. T h i s is a neglected but crucial stage in t h e 
elementary school child 's life, l l i . s subsequent suc­
cess in the scholarship examinat ion may depend upon 
it. A t this point the most valuable tests are i nd iv id ­
ual and oral tests of general intell igence, such as the 
I ' in-M-Simon Scale. 

2 . Tes ts for Class P r o m o t i o n . — W i t h i n one and the 
same department promot ion from class to class is l ike­
l y to depend more upon attainment than upon capac­
i ty . Tests of acquired educational at tainments are 
here, therefore, most serviceable to the teacher. 
A b o v e Standard I I . they-may be administered by the 
group procedure. 

3. Tests for Transference to Cent ra l Schools and 
for Scholarships to Secondary Schools .—Such trans­
ferences arc general ly arranged after a scholarship 
examinat ion in educational at tainments, such as ar i th­
metic and E n g l i s h . T o supplement examinat ions of 
the t radi t ional type, ho. , ever, group tests of general 
intel l igence have of late been wide ly used in Great 
B r i t a i n . 

4. Tests for Ent rance to T r a d e Schools .—Here an 
over-emphasis upon attainments in E n g l i s h and ar i th­
metic is apt to give a mis lead ing result. Intel l igence 
tests, par t icular ly those of a performance type, wou ld 
lie of greater value. Tes ts for special aptitudes and 
for vocational attainments may be used for supple­
mentary purposes-

W E ' L L G O T O 

T H E C O L L E G E I N N 
C o n v e n i e n t a n d C o m f o r t a b l e 

752 R O B S O N S T R E E T V A N C O U V E R , B . C . 

O p e n 7 d a y s it w e e k t i l l m i d n i g h t 

Adver t i se rs assist you by their patronage. M a y 
we ask you to show your appreciat ion by reciprocat ing 
the patronage -where possible- K i n d and courteous 
at tention and satisfactory service await von. 

- THIS 

" T H E I D E A L B O O K S F O R T H E 

S C H O O L L I B R A R Y " 

The priceless gems of imagina t ive w r i t i n g — 
These are the books that teachers wish to in ­
troduce to their pupils. The -e are the books 
that teachers wish to include in their carefully 
selected libraries, for they have between their 
covers not only "the noble charm of words," 
but a " s impl i c i ty of theme and plot" that is 
life itself. 

The Nelson Classics have been prepared to 
meet the requirements of teachers and pupils . 
S i r Henry N c w b o l t has ed i t td many of the 
volumes. Conci.-e, explanatory notes have 
been added wdiere necessary, and the b ind ing 
used, s t rong durable c lo th boards. T h e per 
volume is moderate—50 cents. 

T H E A U T H O R S R E P R E S E N T E D A R E : 

A i n s w o r t h Dumas Scott 
B lackmore Go ldsmi th T r o l l o p e 
Co l l i n s H u g o Y o i i g e 
Dickens L y t t o n Shel ley 
Ga t ty Reade Ba l l an tyne 
Hughes Thacke ray B u n y a n 
L a m b W y s s Defoe 
Poe A r n o l d E m e r s o n 
Swif t Anderson H a w t h o r n e 
W o o d Bronte K i n g s l e y 
B r o w n i n g Cra ik Pa lg rave 
M o r r i s E l i o t S i enk i swicz 
A l c o t t G r i m m W e t h e r e l l 
B o r r o w X i n g l a k e Kea t s 
Cooper M a r r y a t H e r r i c k 

A S M A L L F O L D E R D E S C R I B I N G T H E N E L S O N 
C L A S S I C S W I L L B E S E N T O N A P P L I C A T I O N 

A l l S c h o o l O r d e r s w i l l be F i l l e d P r o m p t l y 

Thomas Nelson & Sons 
LIMITED 

( I N C O R P O R A T I N G T . C . A N D E . C . J A C K ) . 

77 W e l l i n g t o n Street W e s t - T O R O N T O 



November, P>24 • r i l l ' ' , I ' . . C . T E A C H E R / ' "A ' t - 7 ' 

A N I M P E R I A L ANTIIEivT 

T o the Daughters of the E m p i r e and al l loyal 
Br i tons , who believe in Imper ia l uni ty, 

this A n t h e m is rei.pectfully dedicated, 
B y the A u t h o r 

T u n e : G o d Save the K i n g . 
O G o d of Heaven , we raise 
T o Thee our hymns of praise; 

L o n g may we s ing 
One song of v ic tory , 
O'ne realm of l iber ty , 
One Empi re—grea t and f r e e -

One sceptred K i n g . 

Un i t e our armaments, 
Uni te our parl iaments, 

M a k e d iscord cease; 
In air, on earth, and main , 
O u r r ighteous cause mainta in , 
A n d usher i n the reign 

Of w ide -wor ld peace. 

G o d , make Br i tann ia ' s might 
A beacon-flame to l ight 

T h i s w o r l d renewed; 
W h e r e i n m a n k i n d shal l see 
T h e i r g lor ious destiny, 
In faith and uni ty , 

A n d Bro therhood . 
H . M . St ramberg. 

Augus t , 1924. 

Our New Catalogue 
fs n o w r e a d y . I t c o n t a i n s f u l l p a r t i c u l a r a 

o f the f o l l o w i n g " U n a s : 

Johnston's Maps, Globes and Charts 

Blackboards and Accessories 

Milton Bradley's Primary Supplies 

Art Materials and Models 

Pictures for Study and Decoration 

G E N E R A L SCHOOL EQUIPMENT 
I f y o u h a v e no t y e t r e c e i v e d a r o p y , It w i l l bo w e l l 

w o r t h w h i l e to w r i t e f o r one at once. 

The GEO. M. HENDRY CO., 
L I M I T K D 

215 VICTORIA STREET TORONTO, Canada 

I N T E L L I G E N C E T E S T R E S U L T S I N 

P O R T L A N D S C H O O L S 

P o r t l a n d h a s f i n i s h e d a t h o r o u g h r a t i n g o f f o u r 

t h o u s a n d s c h o o l c h i l d r e n b y m e a n s o f t h e I l l i n o i s t e s t . 

A r e s u m e o f t h e r e s u l t s a r e , b r i e f l y : 

" C h i l d r e n w h o h a v e m a d e l o w I n t e l l i g e n c e f j c . o -

t i e n t s a r e b e i n g g i v e n i n d i v i d u a l m e n t a l t e s t s w i t h t h e 

e x p e c t a t i o n o f p r o v i d i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s u i t e d t o t h e i r 

c a p a c i t y , n e x t v e a r . 

" T h e t e s t s s h o w a w i d e v a r i a t i o n i n t h e a b i l i t y a n . 

a c h i e v e m e n t o f c h i l d r e n i n t h e s a m e g r a d e a n d o f t h e 

s a m e g r a d e i n d i f f e r e n t s c h o o l s . 

" S p l e n d i d a c h i e v e m e n t i s s h o w n b y c h i l d r e n o f l o w 

m e n t a l i t y h u t a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h o s e o f h i g h m e n t a l ­

i t y , w h o a r c n o t p r o g r e s s i n g i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e i i 

a b i l i t y . " — T h e B u l l e t i n , P o r t l a n d G r a d e T e a c h e r s ' 

A s s o c i a t i o n , T u n e . 1924. 

Teacher's Concise Class Record 
( C O P Y R I G H T ) 

P r o v i d e s a sy s t em of a c c o u n t i n g for c l a s s - r o o m w o r k in s i m p l e f o r m 
S i n g l e c o p i e s 65c ( p o s t a g e n x t r a ) . r e d u c t i o n f o r q u a n t i t i e s ) 

F r o m the P u b l i s h e r s : 

CLARKE PRINTING Co. Ltd.,649 Fort St..Victoria,B.C. 

W r i t e for a Catalogue 
of any M u s i c a l 
Instrument 

T E A C H E R S at out of t own 
schools can enjoy rhe same 

shopp ing advantages as ci ty 
folks if they, w i l l but wr i te for 
a Ca ta logue covering ihe par­
t icu lar M u s i c a l Instrument or 
Rad io Set in which they are 
interested. 

T h i s store maintains huge 
stocks of sheet music, " H i s 
Mas te r ' s V o i c e " Records and 
every m u s i c a l instrument that 
one can ask for. 

All shipping charges are 
prepaid. 

F L E T C H E R B R O S 
( V I C T O R I A ) 

'Everything in Music 

L T D . 

It 10 Douglas Street Vic tor ia . B . C . 



Teaching of Geography" 
(S. O S W A L D I I A K K I K S , I ' i i iu ipal . Port A lhe rn i , !'.. C i 

Should teachers uf chi ldren uf Elementary school 
age a im to develop tin- rat ional faculty h y direct train­
ing and as a separate factor in consciousness, o r f o l l o w 

more psychological methods paral lel ing human evolu­
tion ? 

l 'o rmal is ts would have us place reasoning power 
or t h i n k i n g power so-called, as the main aim of educa­
tion even in the Publ ic School grades. Psychologis ts 
are becoming more and more inclined to modify this 
idea on the ground that reason is the latest power yet 
developed in the evolution of human faculty. If the 
evolut ion of the indiv idual (ontogeny) broadly recapit­
ulates the evolution of the race then the t ra in ing of 
sense perception or Impression ideation, motor ac t iv i ty 
or expression ideation, and emotional reaction, should 
precede the direct t ra in ing of the reasoning power , for 
the op t imum period of reasoning power certainlv does 
not occur before the age of 2 1 , if then. E v e n adults 
base most of their conclusions directly on perception 
or emotional bias rather than on intellectual determin­
at ion. M u c h so-called reasoning is k n o w i n g or sup­
posed knowledge. E v e n much of the so-called reason­
i n g in A r i t h m e t i c , Grammar , Geomctcry fir Geography, 
becomes after a l i t t le practice, mere repeti t ion of 
known ideas. 

T h e teaching of Geography wi th its branch subject 
Nature Study, is usually regarded as being one of the 
best subjects for t ra in ing in " t h ink ing . " Geography 
is weak in appeal to the interest of most chi ldren be­
cause m i n i m u m importance is attached to development 
of pr imary , faculties as perception, motor ac t iv i ty , and 
emotion, and m a x i m u m stress laid on reason, a power 
normal ly developed at a much later age. 

Ch i ld ren love the perception 'phases such as pic­
tures, photos, postcards, cinema views of other lands, 
descriptive readers, i l lustrated guidebooks, and objects 
from foreign lands ; they love the motor ac t iv i ty of 
map m a k i n g and color ing, col lect ing materials for.pro-, 
•ject or product map, or pot ter ing ."about m a k i n g false 
impressions in plasticine, clay, or sand. T h e emo­
tional appeal of stories of other lands awakens i n ­
st inct ive curiosi ty , love of travel and adventure. Such 
descriptive stories can engender entranced attention 
and v iv id recollection. 

B u t when it comes to formal reasoning, to t r ac ing 
cause and effect, or h ypnothes iz ing about u n k n o w n 
lands in formal terms, one of two things usual ly hap­
pens, the whole process become a "tolerated mechan­
ism based on previous argument or direct te l l ing , or 
as is more usual , thc process degenerates into monot­
onous boredom. 

Three Di s t inc t Changes 

W i t h the changing aims of chi ld education the 
teaching of Geography has undergone three dis t inct 
but over lapping changes. 

'I he I n M method of teaching Geography w a s the 
m e m o r y p i o c e s s m o r e or le — supplemented by i l lus­
trated interesting reading material . The chi ldren were 
interested in the i l lus t ra t ion- and reading, but this was 
the sugar coating of the p i l l that fol lowed. Tedious 
summaries of capes, bays, mountains, rivers, cl imate, 
products, and other groupings were memorized much 
to the disgust of all concerned. N o r is this process 
yet dead ior after c r imina l proceedings had been taken 
against the method in one country after another, it 
e-caped to Western Canada and is not yet buried. 

Most teachers now r igh t ly regard this memory 
gymnast ic as unintel l igent boredom. A l l the material 
could he obtained easily from an atlas when needed. 
Pormal i sm had said that a child leaving school ought 
to know all that stuff so, for years that process was the 
rule. The change of ideas is well i l lustrated by the 
story of a test given in an E n g l i s h County examinat ion 
dur ing the transit ion period. T h e question was : 
" W r i t e down all the stations on the London N o r t h 
Western Ra i lway between L o u d o n and Crewe . " One 
answer paper gave all but two. T h e next paper had 
"Consu l t a Bradshaw." ( t imetable) . 

T h e memory school was suceeded by the school of 
formal logicians. The former school said, " C h i l d r e n 
ought to known these facts;" the second school of 
formalism said, "Ch i ld ren should be taught to think. 
T h e data is useful only insofar as it is used to s t imulate 
the t h ink ing faculty. W h y burden the mind w i t h junk 
soon forgotten? W h y not ut i l ize the subject-matter 
for t ra in ing chi ldren to T H I N K , to trace cause and 
effect, and so recognize the beauty of scientific law 
throughout thc material universe?" 

PiOth schools of thought were equally unpsycholog-
ical but the second phase did b r ing in a vast amount of 
perception work, motor ac t iv i ty , and emotion incident­
a l l y , but tended to spoil a l l this by over-emphasiz ing 
reason. 

T e x t - B o o k s and Rel ie f M a p s 

One of the best, probably the best, text-book of the 
newer method is that of L ' E s t r a n g e ' s "Compara t ive 
Geography ." published by P h i l i p cc Son . A shorter 
course is " Jun ior Geography." by L ' E s t r a n g e , and a 
valuable supplementary course is "P rac t i ca l Ou tdoo r 
Geography." hy Uns tead , published by the same firm. 
Issued about twenty years ago this scheme or one 
s imi la r to it ; about to invade Br i t i sh C o l u m b i a , the 
advanced gn. hav ing arr ived. 

( T o be continued) 

D 1 G G O N I S M . — " E v e r y man's ya rn is good unt i l 
someone tells another one ."—Diggon 's , P r in te rs , 
Stationers and Engrave r s . X m a s C a r d M a k e r s and 
Specialists . Gif ts and party prizes. 


