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There can. De little doubt that in the ik inds, of man)
teachers the- question “Is Te'uhmw a‘Profession?”

proper subject for investigation by means of the var-
ious Intelligence tests now so much in vogue,: while,

and positive statement-that “Teaching is nct a Pro-
fession,” then such person would be considered as
:'Lxltirély' without reason, or else a deliberate encmy oi
. all teachers, “actuated by malice aforethought.:

In spxte, however, of .these terrible conseqtences,

if only to have teachers do a little fundanmental }thmk-
. ing on-the proposition. = At any rate; the faut/!tlmt [
have spent some ‘years in the service of theFTcachers’

"V'Lﬁ'orts have been " m thc interests of teachers, will, 1
“hope; remove 'mv suspicion of tnéharitabléness, and
7 \\11! be: taken as suﬂxcxcnt preof of the waorthiness of

well to statc tlnt my position as (,an al \urctarv ol

..Meinto” very ‘clos¢ cont Awvith ardarge. varicty ol

deﬁmte conclusions. - :

“Tn the first: pla(c ‘much of tlu_ Lc.u.lnnw s we
knew it of old, was. of afidogmatic nature,’ w I”Cl‘ made
very definite - 'hscrtmns and ‘expectedias a kind of
Divine. premqatwc that all'who heard such statéments

n \ct ls shown. h\ the fullmnn-r nuuknt Asfew
. the (lm-vhln ol rued wstrononer,
lL\l(lcnt in: l.

e \.nm honi

Is Teaching

(By HARRY CH:\RLES\VQRTH, General Secretary, B.. C. Teachers’ Federation.)

‘would be quickly answered in the nxflrnmtlve, and the
= questioner ‘would probably be regarded as a fit and

“if anyone should be bold enough to make. the definite

T feel in duty bourd at least to raisc the question even

Federation of British Columbia, and.a aleszthe Canadian
Teachers Federation, during which' time my  whole.

My motive in asl\mg thc quc:tmn Tt might also hc,_
the British Columbia Teachers' Federation has brought ==

- Mmatters hearing on" thc.. ibjecr, and: has provulct"—'—
many unique e\pcncncm from whuh to draw very -

\\oul(] accept. thLm without qucstmn mcrdv hecause: ™
i te'lchcr sadd it, it  was 0. Various qmcratxon{
“fF Achers and of pupils have held fast o this wonder-
adition; thmu“h the ages That it:is not tead:

schonland s

a Profession?

tounded her father by stating that “day and night
were caused by the sun travelling round the earth
each day.” The fathers endeavored in a diplomatic

way to correct the error, but only to be met by a sharp-

rejoinder: *You must be wrong, dad, for teacher told

‘us the other way. -She said that the sun rises in the
~; . East, travels round the arth and sets in the West—
and it does.”

” Now this spirit of assertion and acceptance would

seem .to. exert.a tremendous influence upon teachers -

themselves, for sceing their pupils accept without
questioning from them, they in turn are prone to ac-
“cept without qucstlomng from others, partu,ularly if
the acceptance is comforting, while the questioning or

rc;ectxon would involve mental and moral effort lead—v

:mn' more or less to uncasmess e i -

It is probably owing to this fact that teachers have
s0 readily taken for gr'mted that teaching is a profes-"

sion.. Have we not been told over and over that: not
only is teaching a profession, but it is also’ the pro-
Jession—the most glorious :profession on-earth, and

fully. weighing: all _the evidence. First of all, a: real
profession’ demands certain ‘fundamental thmqs somc
. of which'may be summ'mscd as follows:.
(2 High qualifications “for: entrance.”

o the pr'uuu. of-the profession ;

th'\t no- other :can approach it-for nobility. -Further- - -
more. have not these things been said by even Kings,
Presidents, statesmen, and national lc'ulcrs, as well-as 770
by educational officials’ and school hoard’ mcmberc’_
Qurclv then, it must be so! It might repay us, how=--

ever, to investigate a little before reaching such acon="- .+
clusioni’ - There can, bé only: onc sctcntxﬁc awayof
: —,rmlI) (l(.termmmq thm question, and _that is by care- i

() Aclong period of efficient tr'unmq in thomu"h- SR
“ly up-to-date |n<.t1tut1rm~. hoth™in’ tlw'thcnrv”’ S

(¢) Ample provision for post-professional training; oo o8
) A continuous profexsional’ \pmt or .nutudL tos o

T \\.lrds tlu_ (lutw-. ln\uI\Ld ol Ed S P e




LUQe [0 TiE B C

TEACTER Noveniber, 1924

{¢) Observince of a strict cade of cthics ;
(1) Absence of deadening control by ton rigid in-
spection, rules and regulations
() Freedom for imisiative and reseiarch
(h) Control of the profession by the profession;
. (i) Respeet of the profession by the public, cte.
In view of these essentials which would seem to be
more or less complied with in other professions, what
is the position of teaching? 1t should be at once ap-
parent, that no gencral answer can be given, for we
are immediately confronted with the fact that there
is no uniform standard of teacher, as there is in say
the professions of medicine or law. Teachers arc
divided into groups hy reason of their certificates,
academic, first and second class, cte., the qualificati ms
and training differing in cach instance. These divi-
sions mark a fundamental difference between teachers,
and members of the recognized professions, and theyv
constitute an undoubted difficulty in obtaining a real
professional recognition for the teaching body as a
whole. 'We have in our system many teachers-whose
academic qualifications and length of university train-
ing exceed the requirements for either law or medicine,
but on the other hand we havé a large nimber who
: fall very far short in comparison, and the general
Cap T public conception is based on the larger number. In
R order to remedy this situution, some of the more ad-
“Zvanced school systems have made provision whereby
- every tedcher, irrespective of ‘the grade taught, can
L take an equally long and thorough course of special-
.+ ized professional training, so that there is no difference
L - in the professional standing of the'High School Teach-

~system has been adopted, there is also no distinction
“made in the salary paid. in the.various departments,

wates, ol S : : ,
A further complication, which is often overlooked,
ies‘in the fact’that, whereas members of most other

- are‘almost all employed by various educational bodies,

pay teachers' salaries from public funds. - w7
7Again, ‘many teachers spend.only a comparatively
~.short time in tcaching, which- constituies-one more’

_ - These factors make-it impossible to’ take in toto
any other pfof¢ssibn‘asftl1e,nm,dq]rfimonﬂ which to build,

hen we are considering teaching as a profession.

W

uld make teaching a reil profession in amuch higher
.and'in a much shorter time, than would:be the:

-2 T

se by simply ‘trying to force theoretical ideals to
impractical conclusions. . .

" Such’a course has :heen_consistentlv followed hyv:
he Teachers’ Fedcration'iof British - Columbia.. One

1ing. a profession, not exactly

.

EYS

_Tike other - professions

er and, say, the Junior Grade Teacher.  Where this,

. Normal-School“are evidently considered -as of - no"x
“but what is. known as the single salary schedule oper- .

~professions set up as individual practitioners, teachers

“and;"what is of. 'v’irtglrVimpgrgance;by—puhlic:_I)Qdics,' who: :

g '"fiuidz:ir_'pen.ta]ft]istihction' from the generalirun of pro- .. graduates themselves sot a:higher value on their ser--: :

« vices'there arc likely to be mare. . :

- is-worthy of a respectable: saiary; and. \vhich;alsfo'bg-;
1 we. ) ~- . lieves that an unprofessional teacher is not-the-best
Tt‘would seem to be the wiser course to adapt the.

ntial features'which determine a-profession. to the - character of children;irecently caused.to he forwarded:

peculiar circumstances’ and needs of teaching. ~ This

- -plicant for a position, in which the’ following state-~
. ment occurs: The salary is of secondary importance:
_to the experience, and I would be willing to accept.a:
~lower salary.” Tt is to'the credit of the Board that

T ey T g e T HE : + - i
of its outs,t)gn{r‘hng‘mmsv*hajls alwavs been to maké teachs , )
initiative

ot distinet and different with standards just as high,
During the eight vears of its existence, remarkable
pragress has Leen made, as will be seen from a brief
sresume of what has been aceomplished  under  the
fnndamentals previously expressed.

On the general guestions of entrance qualifications,
professional training, and post-graduate work, the
Federation records show that we have always advo-
cated and worked fer everything leading to a raising
of standards, and our work has met with much stic-
cess, as the abalition of Third Class Certificates, the
extension of the Normal Course 'to one year,.and the
provision of Summer School work in connection with
the University of British Columbia, will show.

The professional spirit and attitude to teaching has
greatly improved as a result of the Federation’s ac-
tivities.  Association meetings and conventions have
brought ahout a fellowship which has Leen productive
of much good. |

Remarkable things have also _heen accomplished
with regard to the ethical conduct of teachers. Many
examples could be cité'gl to show wliere teachers have,
at a great sacrifice to their own personal advancement,
exhibited a standard or professional condyict unsur-
passed by members of any other profession. In this
connection, however, there is need for some concern,
particularly with regard to those entering” the ranks
of teachers for the first time. “In their anxicty to ‘ob-
tain. positions, some of. the younger ‘teachers have -
given no thought to the ultimate consequences, and
have agreed to accept positions at salaries which
scarcely.compare favorably with the wages which ‘the
Minimum Wage Board forces employers to .pay to
female help. Thus, their years at High School and at

-monetary value. - To-give concrete- examples: Under == ===
the Minimum Wage Act of B. C. a girl eighteen years s
old,  without experience, if employed in.a store, must. Lo L
be paid a salary of $9.00 per week, increasing $1.00
per.week cach quarter; after one year's -experience:

she must receive $12.75 per week or $663.00 per. vear.
There-are a few cazes in  British Columbia=where
teachers, after all the time and expense of  their. four.
or five years’ training, are teaching’ for $697.00 a vear. -
Fortunately such cases are rare; but unless Normal :

“A School Roard, which believes that a good teacher -

person to-be entrusted with the development of “the

to me anoriginal letter from a Normal graduate’ap-"

1e was'not appointed.=

= “With ‘regard “to _rigid-inspection, and  the: undue®
stressing’. of uniformity, with its subsequent killing of -
and’résearch; a ‘good ‘beginning towards im
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provement has been made. Time was when all teach-
ers were expected merely to carry out rules and regu-
lations in; their tcachm«r even to the extent of the
methods used. This might have been necessary in
past days, but recently, many teachers have taken a
much broader view of tcnchmg. and have carried out
extensive studies in the most advanced and approved
developments, with the result that they are in a posi-
tion to improve greatly upon much of the old time
routine. This fact is now being generally recog-
nized and there is every reason to believe that in th(_
near future the svstem of inspection will be such as to
allow greater freedom to those whose teaching effic-
ieney is heyond question and greater attention will he

paid to those who have been content to drift along

in the old-fashioned ideas.

For reasons already indicated, it will probably not
_be possible for the control of the profc%lon to be in
the hands of the profession, as is the case in'medicine
or law, and even to a great extent in the Church, hut
there is not the slightest -reason -why the teachers
should not have an officially recognized part in many
-of the matters affecting educational affairs. Tn some
countries, and in some cities in Canada, thc teachers
have been conceded the privilege of having teacher
representatives sitting with the School Do nrd at all
mcctmgs and- such representatives are expected to
give advice and assistance when matters concerning
s the teaching profession or the inner working of the
-schools are.under consideration. - The. success of this

-scheme is such that its extension will no doubt in ‘time

he general. -Tn-all probablity also, a- movement will
be initiated in Canada for a ’Ie'\chcr Registration

T‘Cmmcﬂ, after the pattcrn of that now functioning so-

~excellently in England. » Under this system, the teach-
ersowill “have a bhody-similar ‘to-the Medical or Law
Fnuctv to which onl) niembers-of approved qualifi-
cations and efficiency will he admitted; and from which

ﬁhn(hrds of” gervlu 'md pmfesslonal cbnduct woulcl

. All of thcsc movcmcnts more-or less dLhnul are
indicative of th (Idne of the thchcr thcchlch to

ratse; thelr st‘ttu> from within; and:even what success

h
[HEY h<_en '1ccomphshcd 'lll‘C{ldV has: resulted .in. such

*bllmes for.

tiongl- progress; that.the more
.m}_’?llt opinion has ’111(.:1(1\"«frc:1t‘v mu‘e‘tch its re
v“’" tho% engaged i the dcvclopm(-nt of ‘the charactcx
and lntellwence of the children of our: Dominion.

; There 13. nt tl 1 n

teacher.to enlis
cnnent scel\mnr torclevate tc.ad]me;

. ‘ henv every. teacher insthe jrovince rc'lhxcs his
2or-hirs

-soldtion of thv'pmhlcm h\ atleast heing pro-

inal “enoughto! join: e arganization which s
Mying tcztchni'

any ‘member. guilty of dcpartmq ‘from recognized

A marked mprovement in, Lﬁxcxcncy' service and possi-
future advances in'the interest of cduca:
intelligent portlon of -

3t act

prc-u1t tlnu.'a dlqtnu.t call 'm(i an
,-m a qrmt forward :

eﬁpnnvnlnlm tothe teac M'nn bodyv, and_ issists, -

its rightful place as a profession
] lhcrc \ull hc hltlc nccd o

The

-blood moves.

--THE
LIVING
PUMP

Tho heart is really a hollow
pump, and this plcture shows
it sends our blood rush-

how

ing through our body.
blood from the lungs flows Into
the left aurliecle, which
it into the left ventricle, from
flows up
then
right ventricle, which sends it

which it
right auricle,

‘into the lungs.

. .

it. -inca.

This remarknblo work conta!n- the
tha MODERN’ “STORY-WAY" OI‘ TEACKX‘TG
boa.\xtltul,

it ‘a little din’erently——airtertel.

‘wonderful world ‘18" brought;

Stripped of Professfonal terms and technical words, thll
lesson stands out a MASTERPIECE of SIMPLICITY,
It will be sent PREE 4o teachers while tha supply lasts.

) It 'was not until 300 years ago that we-

discovered what the heart really . does, and how the

! Hore we “learn all that Willlam  Harvey,
who made the discovery about ths working of the heart,

‘- Xnew, and all that other great men have discovered l,bont -

I we open an artery after death it ia found 2o contsln
no:: hYlood, ,Anoriel are . therefore luppoled to: cnrry ait.
;and that s what the word means, as.wo shoula nae 5: we
spelt
:Then n:great Boman,

Galen, ‘opened - an . srtety Anva )
llving apimal, and found it full'.of blood, —But lot” Dr.
"f:saleeby, the famous - Biglish_ scientist, finish the™ ‘stozy- in
- nis own way, aud nhow you thq
“ever saw. :
< The lesson im ca.ken from 'x‘he nopartment of our 0wn :
tl’df&, IR s : E + S

The ank @'f ﬁﬁz@wledge |

ner,t examplos of :

ont origlnal chartn yon

Pure
pumps

the
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into
into

he-whole,"
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Nnme (n
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together. with u: p!x\r\
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Sohool
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'nd me.: wlthoul cost or ohll.,ul.lon. the llluth'nled “los- .
-Heart—The - lelng 2
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Types of Courses of Study

Extracts from "Public School Administration™ by Ellwood P, Cubberley,
Professor of Education, Leland Stanforg University.
i,’!

Ui wicwe of the fact that the teachers of Rritish

Columbia are preparing recommendations on the above

topic, for prescentation to the liducational Survey Com-

missioners, the following statements from Professar

Cubberley's “Public School Administration” (published

by Houghton Mifflin Company, New YorkY are of great

interest for they give a fundamental conceplion of cdu-

cational conrses, stating (he problem wery largely as it

i exists in British Columbia—I:ditor.] o

In general, and disregarding  minor ariations,
courses of study group themselves about two main
types, though with many courses Iving in between
and shading more or less into one or the other. These
two types may be designated as (1) the information
or knowledge type, and (2) the development type.

lL.—Information or Knowledge Courses

The pedagogical conceptions as to the purposc - of

education which lies back of the construction of ‘this

~type of courses of study are that it is the mission of

the school to pass on the accumulated knowledge of

©_the past to the next generation, that the mere process

“of acquiring such knowledge gives good mental dis-

F o - cipline, -and “that knowledge is synonymous with
S npower.  Facts, often of no particular importance in
’r_thcmsgl\",es, are“taught,” memorized, and tested for,

- them has passed.. Tool studies, as opposed to content

7 of a-child’s life are often spent in learning supposéd
uses for a tool for which there is no use outside of the

o any one except a school teacher.

-+ phasized in such courses; reading is taught as an end in
If, instead of as a tool to nnlock biography, history-

-~ th ‘composition ,\\f»m'k:is"dul“].’ formal; and unproductive;
‘geography is'a ‘book geography,. while. the world be-

science is minimized. and used largely as a-disciplin="
a\ry;“sut‘udy i andiany real en richment of the _courses: of

truction -is “wanting.  Grade " instruction . continues

abstract’ vork. dominates the courses of instruction,

to beforgotten as soon as’ the school-grade need. for:

- > studies and. constructional activities, are greatly over-
~emphasized, and are made ends in themselves, Years -

‘i Arithmeticand formal grammar are greatly overem- :

At S Co S C i * : = & T L
fore the eyes of teacher and children remains unread -
‘ayid: almost ‘unknown ; drawing and music are formal ;.

~school room itself ;. weeks, months, and even years are -
~spent in drilling on problems of a type no. man in -
“practical life ever solves. and which can be of no usc

d iiterature,’and to lead to pleasure and enjoyment;

lirough  the eighth grade, and the secondary-school -
courses .also- are bookish, somewhat iimited - in scope.

. tion extends throughfall Bt

to the serious injury of that large mincrity of children,
if not actual majority, who must he edueated largely
through contact with concrete things,

Dependence upon text-books.—Such courses of
study nsually reveal a large dependence upon text-
haoks, with little or no supplementary or collateral
material supplied.  Often such courses are careflully
subdivided into parts, and the pages in the specifie:]
texthooks which are to be tanght, in cach segment of
the course, are enumerated.  Often the courses of
study depend so thoroughly upon the adopied text-
hooks that they are very brief, and consist almost en-
tirely of a specification of certain pages in certain
hooks, giving to teachers no other diregtions or sug-
gestions than are contained in such buoks. “Such .a
plan actually gives little liberty to principals or:teuch-
ers, and hence relieves them of. all responsibility in
the matter of the adaptation or development of the

work.  The courses are handed down from above as
finished products, and criticism of the cotrses js usual-
Iy not especially welcomed by those who prepared -
them. Tl result is that hoth principals and teachers.
feel that they are relieved of any responsibility’ for:
what they contain, or their educational result; the.in-
struction tends to hecame formal Lnd routine and pre-
functory in type: and the teaching™force tends slowly .

to go to sleep, so far as thinking ahout what they are
doing is concerned. = SED i s P

The administration ‘of suchi courses.—Such courses
are also charcterized by an almost deadening uniform-

ity, and the work of each teacher and school is vsually

“carefully” checked up by supervisors wlio act ‘as in-
spectors, and by periodical written-tests sent ot from
the central-office. - The administration of thc: courses
of study becomes the running of-a machine.  So much

“work is;Jaid out to e done, and the proof of-the doing.
of it is to be found.in the reports of progress and: the:
‘quarterly or half-vearly written -tests. - Anticipation
of the examination daminates the wark-of instruction::

fact reviews are frequent: teachers keep lists of the

questions - for years preceding, and carcfully: coach
_their pupils'on. the points it is ‘thought ‘may be asked

for;and the standing of-the schools ‘and-teachers'is:in
vy the promotional: records,” -

-large part determined b}
The almost inevitahle result'is that ‘both teachers and

“pupils Jose sight-of the real aims:in school work and ..

- the purposes of education i the important ends:of in- "
- struction are subordinated to-the cramming of facts; ©

- the real abilities” of teachers and’ children are in no L)
_way measured _hy the results: the retardation and - - Y
.cour: ] ~_climination of pupils in the svstem.is high:ajid the -
~and tniform for all ‘types of students: * Bookish and. effect o :

way

_paralyzing effect of sye! n adn#‘im:t ation'of instruc-
nchies: of- the schoal" sys=:
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‘to‘use;
_and_inner. conviction,-and not.as’ th
“of: the accumulated knoiwledgeof the past/—as-a tool
'*"'to do qom«_thmg with,” “and not a finished- 1)r()(lm.t in-

lench lic” just-ahead.” _
ity vho prcsent themselves for education, - and not -
the” more or less tmdltlonal qul)j(,ct-mattcr ‘of instrics
—tmn

- —The principals®
T Whel'(_ th(_ conurs

tem and is evidenced in the character of the final out-
put of the schools.

Effect on the instructing body.—The l\nowlv(lg
theory dominates everything; the supervision becomes
inspection; the chief educational function of the cen-
tral office is to say what is to be done and to test
the results; the principals become keepers of records
and handers-out of chalk and supplies; and the teach-
ers do their part in a passive- and routine manner,
thinking little as to the educational significance of
what they do, and without interest in educational pro-
cedure, so long as their pupils pass and they are let
alone by the inspecting authorities,

The preparation of such courses of study requires
but little thought. To be sure, the knowledge theory
underlies their construction, but they could neverthe-
less be prepared by mathematically dividing off the
pages of the textbooks, or by copying what had been
prepared elsewhere. The cffect of such courses on
the schools is as bad as their prepardtion is easy, and
the promulgation and administration of such a type of
courses of instruction for the schools is one of the
best recipes that can be given for producing an un-
thinking and professmmlly inactive body of principals
and teachers. There may be an appearance of smooth-

running machinery and an absence of friction, but

such quiet activity is due rather to the professional
death on all sides' than-to the qulet hum of a profes-
s:onally mtcrc=ted teachmg body

-—Tha DeveIOpment Type ot Courses. :

Entnrely dlﬁ‘ercnt conccptxom as to the nature

and purpose of: education underlie the preparation oi

this type.of courses of study.
‘l_;and finished products, this type: ‘of courses remain liv-
~ingvand: developing things.
',zjconcenvccl as important.in: thcmsc.lvc:,, they are rcgard -

Instead of being-fixed
Tnstead: of - facts being
Vcd as of no.real nnpoxt’mu‘ until they “have “heen put

I\nowlcdgc is:conceived of as-life- experience
xmemorization

c:whole LOHCC[)UOH of the school is; in con-

sand Care <la|l\

710 a [)l.lCC whu‘(, dul(lrcn dive life,
will‘lest preparc thcm l'm' the harder. problems of life
“The children [in the cominun-

“are® ru*'u'dul as the rc:tl cducatmn'ﬂ problcm.
C'm rcm'un very ﬁ\c(l or vcrv hlml

The principal and teacher in such a school system
an:l teéachers in aschool - system

Of prmup'lls 'uul tcm.hu». inZcity '."gh(ml

placc. where children.
are for: lee by learning Lcrt.un “traditional things,

bmught in“contactawith: such real life c\pc.ncmu s

af instriction have heen worked outs
on-a-hasis_of suclt-modern “educational conceptions,:
: naturally occupy quite adifferent: position-from that
Sy \h.'ms,::'

which follow the other and older typs. of courses of
study. It now becomes the bus'ness of all to think
over and study the problems of instruction, with a
view to adapting and adjusting the school work to
the needs and capacities of the pupils to be instructed.
The chief purpose of the school principals, in so far
as their work with teachers relates to instruction, and
the chief purpose of the teachers in the classrooms
with the children, now becomes that of acting as
stimuli to thinking over the problems at hand.

The principal proposes methods of procedure to
his teachers, and these are considered and tried out.
The teachers propose problems to their pupils, and
guide them in thinking, studying, and examining
them. In ¢ach case the solving is the real thing; not
the memorizing of some one clse’s solution,

In a way, both principals and teachers stand as
stimuli to individual activity, as whetstones upon
which those stimulated may bring their thinking to
a keener edge, and as critics by whose help youny
pecple may develop their ability to reason accurately
and well.  The purpose of instruction i changed from
the memorization of facts, to that of fitting pupils for
personal rcsponsibiliticv from that of accumulating
information, to thatof training young people to stand
on their own feet; from that of transmitting to them
the inherited knowlcdgc of the past, to that of pre-
paring “them for qocxal efficiency in.'the lifc ‘of to-
morrow, ,

Mere drill—siten mczminglcss- and- unintelligent
drill—is largely replaced by lessons involving appre-
ciation and” expression; problems that prepare -for

“efficient participation in the work of democratic gov-

‘ernment are emphasizéd, and training ‘in ‘solving: them
is-given and the social:

The teach-
er's-main duty hecomes that of guiding an(l directing

thé normal “processes of - thought and action on- tlu,'""

l)art of pupils, of extending thcxr appreciation into .

- new directions, of widening thc horizon of  their am--
« hitions, and of stimulating the du’c]opmcnt of: lar'rcf
! an(l better l(lcnl% for lile md for_service. ol

“The final test for all such work naturally cannet
e the term or the quarterly-written examination, but

"must be the judgment of pnnup'll and -teacher as to

whether the pupil has developed - sufficiently; under.
such a” course-of training, as to he rudy to 1ttcmpt"f

“the prnl)lunc. wlmh will .meet hnn m thc ne\t lrra(lc :
~school o : o

Such courses growmg courses —-—I\s w.m 9'11(1 al)ovc oy :

1oth|n<r can ln_ very! fixed or ve r\ ﬁnal in tlu conrw L

PROTT , 1'
HAW |

,Vnni:éuvbé (Centro

an apea for. ¢nrn"manl- in both Dly and -
.. Evenlng Sraslons’ -

COMMERCIAL %YENOGRAPMV, ACAD(ﬁerc =

CHOOLS || Srersite ieetsr,

= ,,/ - s R 17 SPROTYT, BLA,C Mqr. bey.,lsw
S . COMMERCINL TELEGRNPHY

relationships - of tlie. class-i
“room and the school are directed toward the preparas
- tion of soually efficient men.and. women.




Duge 54 THE I

CoTEACHER

November, 1924

of instruction in a school system actuated by such
conceptions as to the purposes for which it exists,
There will, of course, be certain constants in instrue-
tion, which will be more or less generally reguired
of all nurmal children. Certain alternatives also will
be proposed, from which schools and teachers may
choose.  Certain eptionals will also be included, which
may be taken up or omitted, as the needs of the classes
or of the brighter pupils may scem to require.

The courses, though, will be regarded as dynamic
rather than static, in the sense that year by yvear they
will be subject to change to meet climging needs,
or to bring them more into harmony with the results
of the best experience, cither within or witheut the
city. The needs of ‘the community and of society
are ever changing and growing, while the needs of
children vury. much, and the adaptation of schools,

teaching, and subject-matter to meet these changing -

needs is one of the most important ‘problems con-
nected with the supervision of instruction,

" Experimental rooms or schools.—A superintendent
of schools ought to have no hesitance in permitting
teachers or schools to.try new experiments in instruc-
tion, under regulated conditions. On the contrary,
‘he ought to encourage such experimentation.  Con-
nected with every school system there ought to be a
few experimental rooms. Even if the results prove
no better than the methods in use, Gr even .prove un-
satisfactory, the effect of such experimentation on the
teaching force is good. - It keeps principals and teach-

wers thinking, and tends to prevent the oncoming of
that mental crystallication which seems to scttle,grad-

ually over so many principals and teachers like the .

hardening of a plaster. cast.

. Under the. direction of superintendent “and prin-
“cipals-a-few of the more reliable teachers should try
‘new experiments in instruction, = If these ‘turn out.
“well, it is then easy to introduce them into the schools’:.
if not, they can be let alone. . Growth comes from such

an-open-minded attitude towayd new methods and

P g, L
Varicouver S

Ca LN

ideas, and not from standing stil|, repeating the same §

-operations and following the sapie methods day after i

day and:year -after ye'iai‘.ﬁ

~In both. elementary and-secondary education thers - -
- are many opportinities for the elimination of waste

-in’instruction,’and for the economy of time in passing -

_bupils- along. In_ part.this calls for -eliminations “in. .~
e of new types of’ -

‘courses, in part for the introduction
. educational tools, .and_ in part for adjustments ‘and

- community ‘needs.c -

- “differentiations in instruction to meet individual and -
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The Effects of Forest Fires

By T. H. Wilkinson, Forestry Dept.

Damage to Reproduction

A considerable portion of our fire damage is the
destruction of the young trees and reproduction which
must be depended upon for the Forests of the future,

.This young growth, which is commonly called “Christ-
mas Trees” by boys, is very inflammable during the
dry season. It may not appear to have any value
at the present tim' but remember, the big trees wlnm
e are using to-’ sare onee small “Christmas Trees”

A fire travelling:  .sugh this young growth kills it
outright, and althe agh it may stand for a considerable
time, it is eventually blown down or weighted down
by snow and . becomes an exceedingly bad fire trap.
One of the worst features of the young growth des-
troyed by five is the fact that the trees have not yet
grown old enough to bear and scatter sced, and so
the chance of another crop is very materially reduced.
. Damage:—Effect on Waterflow.

Did ‘it ever occur to you that the Forests have-a
very great effect.on waterflow? You quite frequently
take .‘your school geography and trace some mighty
river to its source and you note that the river, although
wide at the mouth, is sometimes difficult to trace,
hécause it appears to have onc mass of tributaries

. great river.

w:dth towards the mouth, because of the supply of

- No timber means no sawmills, shingle mills,

which narrow down to pm ‘points as in the case of the
: You know, of course, that ‘the river increases in

water recelved from the trlbutancs I)ut ‘have you ever

wondered where and how the supply reaches the trib-
utaries? It is because cach and every stream taps a
watershed and we have ample proof that the presence
of Forest Growth on the watersheds renders their fow
more equable, decreases erosion, lessens the tendency
towards destructive floods, and thus increases” the
Av.\luc of the stream for ndvrg'ztlon water power or
irrigation.

The influence of the Forests on the water-flow is
due to the innumerable obstacles,, the trunks of the
shrubs and trees, the twigs, the dead leaves and the
matted network of roots of which break up the rainfall
and delay the run off water. But the greatest influence
of all is the absorption power-of the layer of dead
leaves, debris, moss and humus, which forms the For-
est Floor., The water penetrates slowly to the soil
and the run off is even. Tmagine this as a great sponge.
This forest -foor can be utterly destroyed by fire and
cannot be replaced for many years after a fire.

Damage to General Business

You have been told of the great industries which
are depéndent on the Forests for their existence. You
can therefore readily appreciate that those people who =7
carn their living in the pulp and paper mills must = .
suffer, : ‘

box
factories, wooden ties, wooden poles, mine props, fence
posts, cordwood.” In fact, you cannot think of an in-
dustry which is'not vntall) effected when forests burn,
The trapper must also suffer when his fur bearing <" .7
'uum'tls are destroyed or driven afar: by fire, oo
“The hunter no longer finds game plentiful and the
muml) sm.ama of -unregulated watc1ﬂow no lonﬂu‘
:qppeal to thc ﬁbhcrman. . : :
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The British Association for the Advancement of Science
SYNOPSIS OF ADDRESS

-Educational Section

The British Association for the Advancement of
Science held its 92nd Annual Meeting in Toronto,
Canada, from the Gth to the 13th of August. The
Association had met in Canada on thxec previons
occasions, viz., in 1884, 1897 and 1909.

" More than 500 leading Dritish and European scien
tists were present at the meeting, which was organ-
ized in thirteen sections as follows :—Mathematics and
Physics (including Meteorology), Chemistry, Geology,
Zoology, Geography, Economics, Engineering, An-
thropology, Physiology, Psychology, Botany, Educa-
tion, and Agriculture.

Recent advances in science were discussed at the
sectional meetings. In addition, many popular lee-
tures were dehvercd to members by leading scientists.
Four “citizen’s” lectures and three-children’ s lectures
were apen to the public, and frce. -

The meetmg atforded an exceptional opportunity
for intercourse between American, Dritish, Canadian
and Furopean workers in science, and all who, while
Y. not _engaged in scientific. pursuits, are interested in
the results of scientific endeavor.

- Brief reports of some of the addresses follow.

ANALYZES EXAMS MATHEMATICALLY

v Researches on mtcllmuu.e which are receiving at-
- tention at the Ontario Collc;,c of -Education were.re-
-ported ‘at a’joint ‘meeting of the educational science
. and psychology sections of the British Association by
7Prof Peter’ Q-an(hford of -the University of Toronto.

Tt is necessary to combine educational theory witir-
-statistical methods before it is'possible to’ evaluate the’

_ answers whxch candulntes sive (to . a uniform” set of
" questions, Prof. Sandiford 1n(llc1t(‘(l
o tions at*' Ontirio-College of 12 (luc1t10n have shown

5 }n}trtl,— ‘es made hy! pupils in specially prepared -
ot standar ts" for- Hlﬁ‘h -School- physiography. and
=physics iue not only to their knowledge of science,
~ - butals ‘ugh factors as reading alnhtv mtcllurcnu_.
-age. ane e like,! hessaid, o
SR The'r od ‘adopted for sorting out thc contribution
~which” °f these:factors.makes to a 1)upll s'answers
to exa «tion_ questions, is  the .usc of ! ‘pirtial -co-.

formulae " whlch have. been
tion Of the mdc.pcndcnt cnntnhutmn whlch is:made

hc Cqu’ltl(’)ﬂ@ hnvc hccn in HSC nmnnrr CVO!10|l1l<t§ fO"

< =hut the\,'
~ psychologists, hefore much further pm""rcw'cwn be.

ntlon

““The investiga- =

;hY each of several variable factors to'a qwcn result.. -

~.some time - for the prediction. of crops, for example.-
will have to be utilized also by educators and

Smadein: tho qu.mt:t.m\c aspect nf the science of cdu- ;

“By taking age into account and by thc use of tests
for reading and intelligence, followed by the calcula-
tion of partial co-efficients of correlation, it is possible
to free the results of a trial examination of this kind
from the influence of age, intelligence and reading
'h)l]lt). luvmg those mainly due to the knowledge of
science,” stated Prof. Sandiford. The methods which
are being developed for this purpose can be applied to
other fields also, the speaker indicatcd._

PUTTING THE CALIPERS ON CHILD'S

MENTALITY
Metheds by which school staffs can est’ - the
mental age of pupils without the application -mal
mtdll"cnuc tests were outlined to educatior the
rltlsh Association by Dr. S, B. S in-
spector of auxiliary classes in Ontario sck Ac-

cording to the procedure recently introduce .y the
Department of Education for the separation of back-
ward pupils for the special classes and schools, a pre-
liminary selection is made by the local school staff
consisting of inspector, principal, teacher, nurse and
physician, and about twice the number to be assigned
to the special class are set aside for subsequent ex-
amination by specialists.

Records of the mentality estimates formed by such
an examining board after study and observation”have

‘been kept, and they show very fair agreement - with

the subsequent findings of an examination’ made: by
the formal test, it appears. The teacher’s approxima-

.- tions-have proved.valuable in the recognition of cases
_which benefit: by’ transference to other chsqes where

they reccive special treatment 'md attention: -

BRE)

DISTURBS YOUR COMPLEXE{ WHEN YOU
' WRITE TOO -FAST

“The well known obsurvxtxon that the faster bne* ;
writes, the more mistakes one ﬂ1'1|\(:S has bcen nndc the .

““Tsubject of experintents ncported in the’ pstholo"v sec-
_tion of the British Association by Prof. AL A Roback,
“of Harvard UulVerSlty “whosé rescarches show that =

- under pressure of increased speed, i

~“tontrol, the results being c\plam'lblc as the workings . ¢

“of two complcmentarv proccsses in. thc nervous. Sys=-- =7
tem;: designated by the psychologist a§ persevcration %

“The ‘first of thesc factors refers =

to the tendency-ofa movement to-bé repeated whether -+ 5

and assimilation.

in-substitution: forzdnother or supurﬂuoml). S'ud'i
Prof. - Roback. - “The, second “process” relates to ‘the

__tendeney of one movement to resemble” anotlier in -
close pru\nmtvf:\nrl in accordance \\lth Lut.un cues o

\vhuh would: favor such .h\uml\tmn o : :
Prnf T\r)l).u_l\ m\cst\'f'ltul tlu, suhju.t ft‘(ini “thre

‘?& K e e R e T

“there is'loss of ="
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point of view of the movements in writing, the sen-
sations gecompanying the physical act of forming pot-
hooks and hangers, and finally, the effect on the pro-
cess an concentration on the part of the sabject of
the experiment, and he has concluded that the writer's
attention becomes diverted from the idea of the word,
to the muscular system called into play in reproducing
At in letters, the vesnlt heing confusion of the move-
ment,

“Consonants have a greater chance of oceurring
than vowels,” said Prof. Roback in telling of types
of mistakes which have heen found common in writ
ing at high speed. “That is to say, vowels are more
frequently omitted than consonants.

“The more pronounced a consonant is, the more
chance it has of presenting itself. Letters like f, g
y, are favored in preference to 1, ¢, or t.

“Down strokes and circular movements are pre-
ferred to other types of movement,

“The same subject tends to break down at the
same place in writing a given sentence or series of
fiures many times, which would show that the
psychical processes possess some uniformity,”

Increased pressure on the writing ability tends to-

“bring out characteristics of a particular handwriting
in an exaggerated form, the scientist stated. Large
handwriting tends to become still larger, under the

abnormal conditions, and “loopy” characters are ac-.

centuated.

e

AONE SOURCE INADEQUATE FOR EMPIRE
LITERATURE

No uniform standard can be set for the teaching
“of history and geograpliy of the British Empirc in the
schools of its varied Dominions, according to Prof.
-G: ‘M- Wrong, of: the Univérsity of Toronto who ad-

- pointing out that mdwxdua] texts and-specially adapted

little League of Nations, Prof. Wrong said:
“*History moulds the traditions of a pcoplc “gen-

qraphy tends to determine their ocenpation, and with

“:this,lin:part,. ‘their mcntﬂlty The  British ]"mpnre

“experience and by the influénce of .environment.

,pl!‘e came.into being,

““descent in Canada in Australla. and in:South Africa
is far from being an Enghshman

ferences
vaded by the ‘English climate; - The English literature

~where. Chrlstmas comes ‘in ‘the warm season. - It is
‘not eaey for ‘an-Englishman; living within easy reach

Cémadnan pr.nne, hnndreds of mlles from_the sea.

~dressed cducatlomsts at_the British ‘\HSOCIAtI()n In-

‘teaching are required for ‘each special outpost of thc L

mamfcsts itself-differently in five’ continents. There_
is"no real’New England. 'mvwhcre. “In every partof -
“the Empyre the British tradition is° modified by’ local -

:4The teacher lns o explain’ how, the Rritish-Em-
‘and: why geography has made
it so -varied; why for instance, a man of English

i Special”® qvmp'lth)rk' -
-and understanding are required ‘to: e\plam these. dif-

]:.nghsh History. 'md literatures.are: per- |

réspectmv Chnstm'm reqmrc&: cxphmmw in” Anstralia.. .

f the sea, to understand the problem< of life on the-

“For effective teaching of history and geography
cach country requires an adeguate lterature, aljnsted
to the needs of the pupils in thar conntey, T is prabe-
able shat an Australinng of understanding can write
the history of England for Australinns better than
an Englishman, who would not comprehend the dif-
ferent angle at which an Australian must survey Fng-
lish history.  The British Empire needs a. copious
literature, ereated not in one part but in all parts of
the Empire. Another need is the instructive and sym-
pathetic teacher, free from the patronising assump-
tion that the best and truest are to be found only in
his part of the Empire. = A world-Empire needs a
world-spirit in its teachers.”

NEED TO HUMANIZE GEOGRAPHY
TEACHING

“The teacher of geography should regard his sub-
ject as a preparation for a sane and sympathetic out-
look upon the peoples and prablems of the world.”
So said Ernest Young, of the ceducation committec
of Middlesex in his address on Modern Tendencies
in the Teaching of Geography-at the British Associa-
tion mecting, e continued:—

“CGeography, taught on sensible lines, is the founda-
tion of rational internationalism, halanced patriotism,
and efficient citizenship.  The method of laying the
foundation is, firstly, to deal with the whole world

in the course of the school life, and to deal with it as®

a coherent whole and not as a number of mdcpendcm
and disconnected fmrrmt.nts

Teach Your: Pupils How" To Study

with the

Horn Shlelds Leam to
- Study Readers

.Book 1. —Pupils’ ‘Edition _........
“"BookI. ~—Teacher's Edition
Book II.—Pupil's Edition ...
: Book II —Teacher's detxon o ;
These are’ ‘not method or hterary readers but = &
: presuppose and" supplem«mt ‘them:: Like the. HORN- -
- SHIELDS: SILENT: RBADING FLASH CARDS,
now. in successful use in 50 many schools. they - de--

ing. . Their-use will revolutlomze_,presentﬂ abilities -
of children m the mastery'of ,poqksigng:otheritoolg{
of edm.a tion.: . g

= For. f\uthex mfmmuhon abnut these lmpox tanl =l
mmntnbutmna fo- lhe de\elopmem of; sl]ent re.idm"
,;-:,sl\lll n(](11e<~——‘ -

~GINN &fcom PANY

. 45 SECOND ST.

‘yelop ‘concentration and- quick’ ‘and” accurate’ think-=" |+~

“SAN. FRANCISCO CAL. 1 :
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“Secondarily, it must be treated as a collection of velopment.  He said:

“The appreciation of humour
independent ‘natural regions.” The third point to be

by very young children must not be confused with
borne in mind, is the necessity for giving to ench their smart and witty sayings, which are said without
region a human interpretation.” : any intention of their being humourous or producing

School schemes in gcogrnphy should be as care- laughter. It is naivete pure and simple.
fully organized as schemes in arithmetic, Mr. Young “To the psychologists the study of naivete is of the
pointed out. “They should he characterized by pro- greatest possible importance, as it gives valuable in- '
gressive difficulty of ideas, as well as by increased dications of the child's racial inheritance and indicates
number of facts,” he stated. several directions in which the education of young

- children might be modified. This study is a some-

SENSE OF HUMOUR IN CHILDREN wlnt nc«r]u.tul field of research, Dr. Kimmins report-

(By Dr. C. W. Kimmins, Univ. of London.) ed. “There are sceveral well'j Julown accounts of the
first year of a child's life, hut(tlu. period from two to
Ave years of age is more or:less an unworked field*
he said. The question is receiving attention from
psychologists in America, however.

Situations of the purely visual type are the first to
appeal to the humourous side of infants, Dr. Kimmins i
has found. This was his explanation of the | langhter-
producing effect of slapstick comedy: “The irrestible
appeal of Charlie Chaplin to young children is due to i "
the fact not only that he is a (.lcw.r artist but that he
is breaking all the conventions of society, and is doing s
in a very amusing way, the things that children are ‘
forhidden to do. The- continual movement, variety
and change of action, so. dear to the ¢hild mind, in-
crease the effect.”

“In all the important crises of life, the ability to
bring to hear on a difficult situation the cternal spiric
of childhood is a very great solace which is denied
+to those in whom the sense of humour is lacking.”
So said Dr. C. W. Kimmins, of the University of Lon-
don, in his address on the Sense of Humour in Child-
ren in the education section of the British Associa-
tion, Dr. Kimmins has carried out an extensive .in-
Vo tion into the nature of the sitoations which are
the use of laughtcr in children, and in rating a sense .
of humour as a priceless pos%eqsmn to grown-ups-as

well“as to boys and qxrls he said:  “An investigation
" of the sense of humour in children at different ages
and the conditions which are favorable to its play and
develepment becomes; thcrcfore. a matter of more than

) Of articles of ‘lpparc] as m'rrcdunti in a funny P
ordinary interest.” A
Ty . he bulk of ‘ Ul situation, the-hat. would appear. to be the one about: S
. e sc "‘"“‘bt derived the bulk 10 the ;"““f' ; or hich much of the fun centres. “A-big-man with = =
. fus "“’05“8““0“ by ""“U’“"gl “0“7"““ 5.0 i l“;m‘ -~ small hat, or a small child with a man’s hat never fails
Stories and jokes which were obtained from children to -provoke -laughter,” ‘Dr. Kimmins reminded  the

in the schools of Londen in answer to the request to
“give- an account ‘of” the funniest story “they had cver

“read or hezu’d, and of the 101\(: which madc thcm laugh
thé most, g

scientists. . The appeal of the hat is not confined to
children, as it is an important part of the stock i
tradc of the clown and of every comic artist,
“A_hat blown off, prowdmn it is not_your owu
causes amusement; and the ])()¢lt)f)n of the hat on the
head: produces great changes-in the general appear-
“ance. A suit of clothes, unless of extrav agant design,

The. questions.were: alsn tried on. Llnldtcn too youny
;,tO give written repllcs and: thur answers were note«l'
down by careful observers. :

After the classification of many - thousands of - rarely provoked laughter, it simply appears as a nat-
5 H'\n:\\'cr:. certain: generalizations were ma(lc and-par- -+ “yral-extension or suburh of the hody. -Not so with the
tlculm type5 of funny ~torus were fnun(l to exert the - hat, which is more nf the nature of-a foreign hmh :

greatest ‘appeal ‘at- certain definite ages,: The infor. - ““When children reach seven years of age; rhc re- -
atlon which was: obtamul in this way: \huls light on= .. cords show:a tr'msttmn fEp: the purely yx»ual t\'pc
the: mental malce- -up_of: I)nvs and L,n']s of th(; (hf‘fgrcntf “of humourous situation:to an (.lcmcnt'lr\'
sages, Dr- Kimmins - pomtctl out,. and’is invaluable, to wordé. - :

those whao- scek to probL th wolkm«'q of th(. Llnl(l-’j?** “At this .st'\"c thuc isa mqu\cd (]xff(,rcmc l)ctwccn
Ming, : othe bnv<' and the girls.. The stories of the hoys” n‘nmly

)hvmﬂ' wlth

- The. expcrlment h'ls l)ccn trlul in 1\11'ICI'IC(I. al%o on’ consist: of “movic and. fairytales, and ‘many of the’
thg c‘ctcuslve “scale ‘necessary to produce - slqnxﬁcunt ' +jokes-have for their basis the misfortune of others, g
Tesults, - wlth the outcome. tlnt a general similarity in . . “On the other- hand: “the stories of the: girls ; are .ll- it :
he ‘mirth- pro nking: el(_mcnt s found on hoth sides fmost C\Llll‘l\'L‘lV f'urv tales, 2 larec pcrccnt'\'rc of:
Of the. Atlilntl(‘/"l)llt thicre arc certain well marked (Ilf-:;, “which arg about® lhcﬂstmy of “the-three hears™ which®
ferences:. Dr> 1<1mmms hasirecently exténded histine o w(.t:uns 1t\ nppcal to children: hr Inn“v tlmn mwht be

cstlgatlons to France and Ccrmnny e

n :hnwmfr the development ‘of the fuultv forsap-

Drccmtmgr a’ humnmns tnationawith: increasingyears,
)T, Kilmmms stated th'lt ‘thiesfonny wmulw of VeIV ET o on \vnl(ls \\lulc thcw (lomcnb‘ are mis

“\'Olmgr dul(lru1 .uc lrcqncn.ll\"unmtcntnun'll. and er- Tl thv-lmv* : :

‘Qquutlv»‘ 103 : \\thn‘
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noticed that the oy s hegin o take p](.mnv in riddies,
but they are still far hehind the girls in this respect.

“Ihe feding of superiovity as a fertile source-of
Innghter now makes its appearance in the acconnts
of the mistakes of younger children.  The girls here,
as at other ages, associate stupidity with the hoys,
bt there is no reciprocal action,

“heve is now a marked increase in the domestic
and curiously, those based on boisterouns fun
nore common with the girls than with the

+is particular age.”
time the children are nine vears old, a
taken place in their outlook, Dr. Kimmins
“The intelligent child of this age has
¢ difficultics connected with reading and
« voracious reader, and is rapidly acquiring
ind of useful knowledge.
. and girls at this period are particularly in-
~ted in funny stories and jokes.  The domestic
story improves, and accounts of comic incidents from
well known books are quoted. The feeling of super-
fority is increasing, and stories and jokes of amusing
mistakes of younger children are very popular.

In comparing the results of the investigations con-
ducted among English children and children in Amer-
ican schools, the scientist told how fairy stories per-
sist longer on this side of the Atlantic as the theme
of the funny stories, and similarly, domestic situations
are quoted more freely here as the basis of i’okes The
greatest differences have resnlted, however, in the ap-
peal to supenonty. and the frequcncy of the playing
on.words. _Stupidity serves as the point of the story”

on this continent twice as often as in England, while. .

with ‘American children from 8 to 11 years, plaving
on words is commonly the foundation of the witticism.
“This’is due to the great mixture of races and the mis-

__takes made by children endeavouring to make thcm-

selves understood,” the speaker stated.”
' “Exaggeration stories among English children are

i'conﬁned almost ent1relv to12- 'md 13 ‘yvears-of. age,-
“but with Amencan chlldren Atiis a stock form of
‘humonr from 11 to 18. g )

= “But the most marked difference between the two

‘countries”is that stories and jokes of gross absurdxty'
are ‘far more common with ‘American Chl]dren and
“there arc fewer of the smart retorts. = - e
-“In both countries, the misfortunes of others fall, ,
off as an element of humour after 10 years of.age;;and =
likewise, bo:sterous fun rﬂaches 1ts maxxmum 1t the o
age of 12" :

Intercstmg comparlsons were dmwn betwccn thc

: laughmg -propensities of - colored and: white: children. .
- _“The childish“outlook remains very much longer with -
. coloured’ than : with “white -children. - Coloured boys -
~have a much keener sense of: humonr than the frlrls
in.many of whom, the ‘sensés lacking. The colouredi——:
‘children are threc years behind the whites in the sensce:
of humour. = Subtlety rarely occurs, and the humour is -

of ‘the’most primitive naturé. " The co]oured ‘child

laughs more: re'ldlly than: hc whlte butxthe play in-

terestr is. dommant

“Langhter is more contagions with colonred than

with white children, though muany have not the faint-
est iden of what they are s m"hm'- about.  I{ ane child
langhs the others juin in. They have less facial cor
trol than other children. From 12 to 15, coloused
children are very keen on Irish stupidity stories.
Commenting on the fact that fairy stories hold /in
important place in the records of the funny stories of
children, Dr. Kimmins said: “This hold: of the fairy
story on the child's imagination finds expression also

in the funny sights seen in the behaviouwr of animals.,;

In the fairy story, the animals tallk and give every in-
dication of possessing.a high level of n.tcllxgcnw In
the domestic life of the th](l the dog and cat are re-
tained on their pedestal and are endowed by the child-
ren with a much higher range of ability and intelli-
gence than is granted to them by adults,

“Their quarrels, love affairs, and their power of
dealing with difficult situations approximate to those
observed in human behaviour, in the children’s imag-
ination.,”  Citing stories in which animals are en-
dowed with human intelligence, Dr. Kimmins inferred :
“The domesticated animals thus take an important
position in the kingdom of the child, At all ages, the
cat, dog or parrot, plays an important part in the per-
centage of funny sights.” ,Allicd to their greater
preference for fairy stories, Vs the populanty of tales
of this kind with glrls

lssac Pitman Holds the World's Record

In the 1924 Bhorthand Speed  Contest held by ‘the National
Shorthand Beporters' Association, Nathan Bzhrin—an ISAAC
PITMAN WRITER—Officlal Reporter,’ Suprems Court, Wash-
'lug'ton, I‘IVE TIMEE CHAMPION and holder of the RECORD
(19 errors in 1922, equanlled .the lowest number of errors in
1924 ‘(ses below), but, according- to the method of compnta-
tion, was rated lecond by ':I.'WO ONE-KURDB'BDTHB OI‘ ONIS
PER CENT, -
280 ‘Words per mjnuH mlnutel. . erpu;,:_rh'
CUISt=NATHAN BEHRIN U000 0o o 1 0
~.3rd—Charles Swem - 216
240 Words per, minute—5 minutes.” o 7

1st—Charles Swem ... o0 i erili 8
Brd—NATHAN BEHRIN ....... v i3 ..
200 Words per minute—5" ‘minutes. :
18t—(NATHAN -BEHRIN ... ....0 6L
“(Charles Swem .5, v dvviass B
: S S 29090

A Sur\'ey Tof: t.r'm-wrlpts dlscloses t}mt Mr. Behrin's errors -
“.were "due. to- natural: human element, . such’as correcting
. fmjltyrconte‘(t nd nddmon ot connecung words TR

Universal Use Indicates Supremacy

: In tha Engll:h-lpeaking Par].lnmentn of the World, Pitmaon .
#8);orthand " i  used almont exclusively. 63 out ‘'of 65 To-"
: portera at ‘Westminuter ule lt. -12 ont.of 13 at- Wnnh.lngton,
+-13 out of 14 at Ottawa, “while 1n -the other Dominuion. Par- :
* linments of the Empire it 1s the only ‘systein” employed. o
“No other system can be more easily or quickly: acquired:
‘for practical “business and - reporﬁnz. Consider itl edu-‘
- cational value . i~ ; : 1

| Jir Jsaac Pltman & J'ons. .,Ctd

70 BOND STB}:ET TOBONTO o
o Agents: T g

The COmmercinl 'rext :Book co. nnd the COpp. Clark Co. I-td. 3
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~on. which- it operates differs widely,” he said.
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The feeling of superiority, or recognition of stupid-
ity, according to the viewpoint, is a prominent factor
in the humourous situations, Dr. Kimmins has found.
“In verbal hutnour, this feeling of superiority at'some
ages runs rampant,” he said.  “In visual humour it
holds an important position.”  Children who are
themselves the object of the humourous situation may
join in the laugh. “On testing a large number ol
boys who had recently left school and had entered
empldyment it was found that the element of super-
jority in the funniest swhts had increased enormous-
ly 1

As the converse of this, is the case in which the
laughter is at the adults, as the children’s normal su-
periors in situations in which the child takes no part
_except as the onlooker. The aunt frequently appears
as the mirth provoking element in such cases.

“At ten years of age the affairs of the school are
of great interest to the child and the popular teacher
producis possibly an exaggerated effect in his mirth-
-ful moments.

"“At school pcrxormamcs in which the teacher takes
part his success is the occasion of I]atteunrr references
in the children’s records of funmest srghts they havL
€ver seen, | - . A BT :

“On the other hand chi} drcn frequently criticize
_their parents, and rejoice"atj ‘the failure of the father,
.but they rarely criticise, thc mother.” Among. the
answers_to the questions was the remark from one giri

~that “it takes. a lot-to make father-laugh, but even-he -

"~had to_join in,” while after her father's unsuccessful

- attempt to_amuse_the baby ‘in_the absence of the

mother a girl says: “I am afraid if_baby always had.
.. to play thh father, he would not "ct much 'lmnsc?
ment MoTL TR :
“Travel scenes fr cquently gnvc rise to childish-fun. -
~..Dr. Kimmins agreed thh Stephen Leacock in that
~'the’ real sénsc¢ ‘of humour, in grown ups, differ very
httle in. America“and in Fn"land “Bat the material”
“Thus
~we get clear distinctions between Tnglish and Amer:
_ican humoir.  The '1pprccntxon of a humourous situ.
atxon depends upon the 'ty pe .m(l C\tt,nt of thc cultmcw
3 Of the- individual affected. <

1
‘Thc nature of ‘the, cnvxronmcnt sm,nl outlook

Nothing - »

.century to century and the folly, of which® so much/ad:
_ vantage has heen taken, of discussing the definitions
cof CXPerts 'who have written on:humour and hurrhtc '

rfrom age to 'Wc undu' \vuld
v,tIOIIS. B LR

i

lization: makes thm nl)uml-
. ’lntl\' clear,” Tlhe hw ltmn nf Jaughter
'“ the prnqu\\s of higher ulcnl: innational life. = Our
mwhtcr at the mx\fm tune of l')th(‘ls no’longer lll(lll(lt

and the advance of cwxh/atlon must of ncccssnty have
A profound effect on the things we laugh at.
,flllustrates this better than the cliange of humour from' :

dlﬂ'crcnt soml (omh- B

“ E B : : :
o A Stlldv nf l'm"lﬂ ~ arovoking m'lt(‘rn] in pcnplq
of dlffcrcnt stages

ugmnp an- i

Al situations an)l\mg ac ‘t.lkl'llrnl,pﬂ.khlbl\_f

“It stands to reason that as environment, history,
and tradition have such a great effect on the laughier-
provoking material of a people, there must be a great
difference between English and American humour. A
new country without outstanding professional hum-
ourists, such as there are, primarily newspaper men,
with a comparative absence of tradition and conven-
tion and therefore with every opportunity for great
freedom of expression, must of necessity have a differ-
ent type of humour from that of an old country bound
by tradition and anxious above all things to keep well
within social conventions.

“The rapid growth and extraordinary prosperity of
America have produced a fertile soil for the develop-
ment of a habit of exaggeration and what has heen
termed ‘zn exuberant love of tying.”  The point which
has not been sufficiently emphasized is the wonderful
influence of the profcssional humourist as represented
by the Mark Twain school with its enormous pubhut\
through literature and lecturing platforms in giving a
very definite stamp to American humour.

“There has never been any corrcspondmg move-
ment in England.” '

Among tllc minor comparisons which the scientist
drew I)Ltwu:n the ‘humour of children of the two
cotntrics, are the facts. that certain stories have wide
popul'mtv often with local variations; and the same
“type:of story -is-common to children - of the same age
in- cach of the two races.. The Mark Twain school
has left a distinct impression-on the sense of appre-
ciation of American children - however;-and- their: de-
velopment- along humourist lines has been further
modified"by the admixture of races. °

“There is-a wide-literature on-
l'mghter ‘said Dr. Kimmins in conclusiofi. “All ex-
perts are ‘agreed as to its physiological value, but there.
are widely marked differences as to-the exact nature
of-its. psychology.

“Tt has been said that as we reach a hi"hcr ﬁt'\tc

of civilization ‘and ‘become ‘more mat«.rlahstlc thcre~

} will -he:less laughter. - .
L “This would -be nnfortunnte for: provndcd ’11\\':1)’1 4
tlnt the  springs ‘of: langhter are-pure, the-langer wei:

: 1ct'un the spirit of thc child, tllc bettcr :

JUST FROM PRESS
TWlCE 55==COMMUN ITY SONGS;

E CANADIAN I:DITION s
: 7' 150 I.llt-—nl:count in Quanr ty -
A collecnon of -ongl and’ choruses. for Communlty nnd
Assembly singing. - I‘or use ln ‘the’ home, church lehool, or
any. gntherlng. G ey
S Tu s complling. thn 'l‘\\'l( B “(“A\"\K)IA\'
editors Thave suud Sthe dordiag r.uul valunble
Imincan’’ MeKdénzie,” G .\ Nnntuu. .)'.‘\'urmnn
Brocos A Qurey i

This hook represents:. a-: movcment t.ownrd tmer brother-
hood and svlritunl nwnkenlug through mags - lmglnx. I

Soud ror SAM.PL!: cupy .&'1‘ oucn |
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Okanagan Valley Teachers’ Association Convention
(By A. S. Towell, Kelowna.)

The Aunual Convention of the Okanagan Valley
Teachers' Association was held at Kelowna on Thurs-
day and Friday, October 23rd:and 74111, with an at-
tendance of about a hundred teachers

The preceedings opened with the annual business

meeting of the Okanagan Valley  Schools  Athletic

Association, at which reports were adopted and a new

executive elected. The very snccessful track meets

of last yeur war brielly discussed, and the treasurer

reported a small cash h:l]:mcc in the bank, but ar-

rangements for next year's mects were leit {or the

special meeting to be called in the spring.. The new

excentive consisted of I'resident, 1. I lloggs, Pen-

. tcton; Sceretary-Treasurer, R, Lyons, Penticton, and

I T committee composed of une delegate from cach Public,
' Superior, and High School in the Valley.

; The members of the O.V.T.A. then gathered in the
‘auditorium of the Public School”for registration, ap-
pointment of commitices, and other bhusiness. Owing
to the shortness of the time available the Presideént’s
address was omitted, and the other business was at
once proceeded with, - After reading and adoption of
minutes. and _reports of. committees, . Miss F. Me-
Naughton, Kelowna, was appmntcd ghnirman of the
nominations committee, L. 13001 Bogys, Penticton, of the
poohnw committee, and S:sA.:McDonald; \West Sum-

merland, of the resoluticns committee;, Messrs, CoT.

: Lees and A, G. Smith of Kelowna had previously been
o == - appointed- by -the Pn:udcnt to attcnd to d” local ar-
Vnmgcments. :
The meeting . then adjourncd to th(_ Wesley Hall
where an, excellmt banquet .was served.by the Ladies’
Aid of the United Church,  Mrl L., Brwsrﬁ acted as

Bl

toastmaster.  The toast to the visitors, ably proposcd -

by Mr. Fulton of Vernon, was responded to by Dr. G.
G. Sedgewick, head -of the Department. of Tnfrllsh at

the U.B.C., and by Mr. John Kyle, Provincial organizer =

of - Technical Education.. . The former spoke on “The
~Teacher as a Corrupter of Youth,” ironically pointing
“outthe:uncomfortable and even disastrons effects that
would: probably ensue if all teachers conscientiously
carried out their duties of teaching people really. to
“think, and of inculcating hlgh ideals of character and
duty--2He explained ‘that-sinceit - is-also the business
of the tcachcr to prepdre pupils for-the world in which
they havc\to live, it is necessary to bear in mind that
for sticcess ‘in life onesis almost compelled to dccept
. the present order of. things without thinking too decp—
ly about them:  He showed that while thc school is
-supposed to:teach a high standard of character and
ethics—yet cven the best of our people often failed to
-2 live up to such a'standard themsclves. “Consequently
- the student who rcally. thourrht would at least be. dis-

o turbcd :md pu77lcd He pointed out that when people

said that it was the duty of the sehnols to teach pupils
to think, they often really meant “to teach pupils to
think as | think."  Free, untramelled, independent
thinking was too disturbing for the general mass of
people,

Mr. Kyle, the next speaker, carried on the same
ideas by pointing. out how without thought the in-
stitutions of our world graduadly become corrupt like
astagnant puddle, needing a freshening and revivify-
ing current of ideas and ideals to sweep away that
which was dead and useless,  The addresses of both
Dr. Sedgewick and Mr. Kyle were enthusiastically
received by their anditors,

The toast of the B C. Teachers' Federation was
proposed by Mr, Melntyre, West Summerland, and
responded to by Mr. Harry Charlesworth, the Secre-

Aary of the Federation, who gave a most Jucid and in-

teresting address on the aims and jaccomplishments
of the organization, naming some of its many ffiends,
and answering the eriticisms of its few enemies. In
the intervals between the speeches, music was pro-

~vided by Messrs. McGinnes, Smith, Griffiths, and

Danicel. The termination of a very successful evening
was proveded by a dance in the Elks’ Hall

Friday morning was taken up by sectional meetings

cof the teachers, whuc variots “educational problems

were discussed, In the High School Section a good
denl of time was spent on the topic of Entrance Ex-
aminations. The presence of Mr. Charlesworth proved
of great assistance. and he undertook to lay before the
I"der'ltnon Committee -preparing the veport” of the
Commissioners of the present educational ‘survey the
results of the deliberations, which were briefly that
the present system was unsatisfactory, but that the
meeting did not favour a rcmrn to-the old style ex-
.'lmm'xthns

The Senior Grade teachers heard the report of M
Mathicson: Pernticton, on'the committee appointed Tast
year to prepare a spelling list for.the Public Schools.
’\[x' :Mathieson- then gave an: excellent address on

“Project Work in the Public Schools” for which he

was tendered a hearty vote of ‘thanks.

~TheJunior- Grade -and - Manual Art-sections were
addressed by Mr, Kyle on “Manual “Arts,” and In-

spector Hall spoke to the Rural Teachers’ Qectxon on

“Theé Management: of Rural Schools.” =~ B

On Friday aftcrnoon addresses were rm'en in-the
Auditorium=to  all _the teachers: h\ \Ic\sm Charles-
worth and- Kyle. " The fornier-spoke “mainly on the
subject of security of tenure of teachers, giving many

“instances of their. having b"cn unjustly -deprived of.

their positions, and cxpl.unmg; the cfforts of the Fed-
eration to have:a written -form of contract prescribed
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by the Education Department.  The second speaker,
M Kyle, made a plea for the rearganization and an-
plification of the present courses of study to bring
them more in touch. with modern life, and to give morc
scope for the varying talents of different children to
find expression.

At the general business meeting which followed,
the Nominations Committee proposed the following
exeeutive for the ensuing year: President, Mr. € W.
[Lees: 1st Vice-President, Miss E. MeNaughton: 2nd

All educational papers have published articles on
the American experiment in teaching, now known jar
and wide as *The Dalton Plan,”  Several schools
in England are trying out the method to sce how far
it is suited to a different environment, some working
from A to Z on the original lines, others adopting it
in part only or adapting it.

On Feb. 6th, 1922, with about sixty other students
from the London Day Training College, [ visited the
County’ Secondary School at Streatham, a school of
775 girls ranging from eleven years to nincteen years
of age.:This school and the Blackirairs school for
hoys are the two most noteworthy on the English
side of the experiment. '

As frankly T did not become an adherent, although
I think [ started with an open mind, perhaps the fairest
way-to arrange this article will be to give criticism
first and finish with notes on the'address given-to us
by Miss Bassett, the head-mistress, so letting the last
simpression (if this paper makes any impression!) he

that of the enthusiast:

The whole school “was thrown open to us and
senior girls had been appointed to direct us to such
cl.:\ss-rooms as we wished to:visit. [ asked first for a
Kistory class-room, then for geography, and spent
':ﬂ_mut 40 minutes in cach. T was allowed to question
girls, loolk "at” text-hooks, éxercise hooks, “etc.

;,flssignmcnt cards that T-studied  showed subjeets set
In alternate weeks for preparation and written report.
~For instance, this was one of four questions- set for
a class of thirtcen-yvear-olds, to be prepared during
Vtyhe first week of the month and written 'on during the
second weck.  “Find out all you can about iy the
character; (b) the acts of Cromwell.  Study himvas
-‘1(;7:1 voung manvin' 1628 0, a'member of Parliament
: :8"_4:2! C. a soldier 1642-33; D, ruler of England
1653-38.” © At the foot of the assignment card “was a
mote naming suitable reference hooks which would be
_found on the shelves in the history-room.  Personally
TR I hd two ohjections ta this-monthly assignment e

e 1 Todid nat like this inelastic seheme for settling
e lessans for a month aheid-—=lessons - {or children dre
Mot like leetires for adults. -

5 :

1,

- Thc amount of clerical work involved ‘fnr cach

The =

Viee-Dresident, My, L. Howlett; Corresponding Sec-
retary, Mr. AL G Smith; Recording Sceeretary, Miss .
Davies; Treasurer, AL 5 Towell: Rural School Repre-
sentative, Miss Owen,  All the above except Mr,
Howlett, of Rutland, and Miss Owen, of South Okana-
gan, are from Kelowna, it having been found conven-
ient to have all the executive residing in one centre.
The report of the Resolutions Committee was then read
and the Convention adjourned after votes of thanks to
all those whose assistance had made it so successful,

The Dalton Plan

(Some Impressions by Miss E. M. Brookes, Invermere, B. C.

mistress was appalling—charts to be made out cach
month showing each pupil’s record on each assignnment
(for very close check has to be kept that there may be
.no_evasion and slipping through)—there scemed to be
an endless procession of essays to be corrected—and
the hectographing of the assignment cards alone must
mean many hours of work.

A modern language mistress of many years' ex-
perience (like myself a temporary student of the Train-
ing College) gave her opinion that five periods of
private work to one of oral instruction was not a fit
proportion for her subject. There were many ather
criticisms from students but during the following
week we were able to persuade an L. C. C. inspector
to give us his private opinion, though he made us
understand clearly that he had not visited the school
officially. v

) Good Points

1. The Dalton Plan develops the power of inde-
pendent work, for difficulties must be faced by the
pupils  themselves. :

2

1t does tend -to prevent the better girls from
marking time and it gives duller children an oppor-

tunity to do something.

“3. There can be unbroken work when interest is
aroused. )
4,

I't has a good effect on discipline.
On the Other Side

(But the experiment should be given at least a five-
vears' run before it is comdemned.)

1.7 There may be a tendency to overstrain on the
part of conscientious girls:: ) '
T2 There is (lc(:'i'd'edl_v too much strain on-the staft;
theré is need to lessen the machinery of reports.: dupli-

citing, cte. - :
3.0 There must be difficulties i assessing “the
capacities of the girls individuaily. in securing ade-

quate revision and in co-ordinating the work.

“ s sPossibly accuracy may suffers and writing,
spelling, specch-training und oral work 0 Englizh and’
moderns languages, : :

50 Tathe Dalton Plan the inspirational tescher has
1o scope——ler gifts are wasted, - o T
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fo Prefects fear that there 1= 5 fallimg off in esprit-
de-con ]'L\
Notes on Miss Bassett’s Address

The Dalton Plan (still in the experimental stage.)

At the beginning of cach month every givl receives
a osyHabus of work to be done in cach suhject.

One lesson at deast is given in each subjeet during
the week, the snbject matter to be taken in these les.
sons heing vsually indicated in the syllabus.

The whole of Tuesday mornings and part of three
wfternoons are devoted to class lessons, in addition to
this the third form have Tessons on Thyrsday morn-
ings: thus the greater part of the school have Mon-
day, Wednesday and Thursday morning for free stndy.
There is group work en Friday mornings, llach
mistress announces beforchand the topies 1o e dealt
with, she may perhaps summon some individoals to
attend but in the main attendance is voluntary,

Subjects as far as possible are studied in subject
rooms where the subject mistress may be consulted,
Tach girl is expected to see the mistress at least once
a week, apart from set lessons; she may of course stay
the whole session in one room if she wishes—the mis-
tress is always there to advise her or to correct her
work. There are subject libraries in the subject roons.

Fvery girl is expected to hie at the set lessons,
but apart from this she may arrange her working
time at school and at home as she pleases, her free
time tt school is 34 periods minus set. lesson periods,
her home-work periods should not be more than 4-12
in cach week according to-her position in the school.
(N.B.—A period is 40 minuates.)  She is responsible
for giving the right proportion of time during the
month to all the subjects in the curriculum and she
indicates on’the charts in the subject rooms the time
she has given and the amount of work she has done.

A girl must satisfy the subject-mistress hefore. she
beging the next syllabus; this ‘may:be hy test or any
methad that the mistress finds most suitable for the
airl,

Assignments

Assignmyents are now given in three parts in cach
subject:

~1. . Lower—this <hou]d be within the range of the
slowest girl:in the class-and must be donc hy all;

2. Middle—this gives oppmtnmtv for wider read-
ing.and deeper. thou"ht

3. Higher—this cncoum"cs the bn]]mnt airl to
study as far as she can go.

Nos. 2and 3 do not encroach on the next month’s

assignment., Girls choose grades for themselves (but

the weakest have sometimes to be advised not to at-
“tempt too much.) e S : .

The Dalton Plan ])rc <111>p0<e a greater interest in
the child than-in her subject and its objects are to give
good conditions for growth and to enlist co-operation.

Class teaching, with all its good points,-has tended

to foster the crowd-spirit of the average person, who,

Todlona s the Latest denaeorie, ‘in'z\ the latest catchy
~ong, ctes Another cien of alare =hown when the
average person on Jeaving selind nhn[n Al cduneationad

pursoit~ from <heer lack of ntere-t,

There is an attraction to the elild in having o big
view of the work-—the cleven-vear olds ploming for
awoweek, the higher classes for o month—also in having
cholee of method, working either by herself, with
friend or in a group.

There are some failures; some wirls are too ner-
vous, i few too inert; these inve ta be dealt witly eare-
fully hut on the whele the svstem shows that there
is more care taken aver weak subjects, dislike of single
subjects disappears and, as w good impartial 1est there
iz noticeably less absence from school.

ARE YOU A SALESMAN?

(I'rom the Seattle Grade Club Magazine)

A few weeks ago T had the privilege of attending
a juoint meceting of the High Schoot retail selling tes wch-
ers and the managers of our stores where our pupils
are assigned for salesmanship work,  The purpose of
the mecting was to discuss the course of study so that
instruction given in the schools might correlate with
the problems that confront the pupils when they are
engaged in actual selling work in the stores,

One of the ontstanding points of the discussion was
the need of developing aur young people into salesmen,
rather than order takers. | was impressed how that
same rule, slightly changed, applied cqually well to
the school teachers in their work. “We are likely to
hecome order givers, rather than salesmen.- Children
in school are much the same as patrons in a store.
They are attracted or repelled by the attitude of the

" person with whom they are dealing,

. Early in September, Twas conversing with a fifth
grade boy, and asked him how he enjoyed going to
school -this year. - He replied,
liked Miss ——, my teacher last year, but Miss

~—, my teacher this year, makes the work much
more interesting.  She smiles, and that helps a lat,
too.”

Iam wondering if we are giving enough thought to
- the value of the “smiles”
mannerisms on the work of the pupils. et us en-

deavor this vear to cultivate the art of the real sales-

man. :
THOMAS R. COLE,
Supt. Seattle” Schools:

THE HOVUSE THAT CHIMES WITH QUALITY

. KELWAY'S CAFE

— A RELIABLE PLACE. TO EAT

1111 Douglas Street VICTORIA, B. C.
- h st

“You-know T always’

and the. effect of pleasant -

PHONES 16352359 0. Open from 7 till midnight
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British Party Programmes -

SCHEMES FOR EDUCATIONAIL, REFORM

The election manifestos of the three leading polit-
ical partics all contain references brief or extensive,
to the necessity for a continuous policy of educational
development.  The Unionist Party carly this week
produced a detailed programme of the ceducational
scheme whicl it has formulated.

Mr. Baldwin’s election  address, published last
week-end, contains the following references to edu-
;ation and social questions affecting the young —

Education

Believing that the object of any education policy
should be the welfare of the child vather than the for-
warding of some plan of educational progress based
on social theories, and keeping in mind - that our im-
mediate aim should he to develop our existing national
system' on - practical lines, and to Huk up elementary
education more closely with the various forms of ad-
vanced study, so that no child which can profit there-
by shall be debarred from doing so by reason of the
inability of the parents to pay fees, we are in favour
o i— y

The carrying out of agreed schenmies as between
local education authorities and the Board of Tduca-
tion which shall ¢nsure, among other matters :—

(1) A progressive reduction in the size of classes.

(2) The improvement or, when necessary, the re-
placement of insanitary schools,
~ (3) The development of central schools and other
torms of education above the clementary school stage,
with an adequate supply in the number of secondary
school places, and a corresponding increase in the
number of scholarships and frec places, applicable
to all advanced courses. -

(4) The maintenance, by agreement hetween local
education authoritics and the teachers, of such scales

of salaries as will secure efficient teachers and attract

the ‘best-men and women to the profession. Such
scales, when they have heen accepted by local ¢duca-
tion authorities, to be obligatory: o

(3) The systematic promotion of schemes of adult
education under the. local education authoritics. and
the_ further development of ‘all kinds of technical edu-
Cation. i

(6) The maintenance of the rights of parents te
1ave their children hrought up #in the religion  to
which they are attached. : :

Women and Children

In_addition- tosuchquestions =~ as

wid : lousing and
AOws" pensions there are certain

other | reforms

affectiy . . .
tlecting women and children that [ désire (o soe

varried ot

should he developed, a Tl to amend

. ! The prabationary  system: for dealing
with offénilers A o amend -

“should be adequate to mect this principle.

f

should be passed, children born out of wedlock whose
parerts have subsequently married should be legitim-
ized, the law relating to separation and maintenance
orders should be amended, equal rights should he en-
sured to women in the guardianship of chitdren, adop-
iion should be legalized, the nnmber of women police
should be increased, and the penalties for criminal
assaults against womer and children made adeguate
to the offence,
Juvenile Unemployment

Pending the restoration of wade, our duty will be
ta continue to take all the special reliel measures in
our power to ease the situation.  More particularly
do 1 feel that the grave problem of juvenile unem-
ployment requires fuller and more careful considera-
tion than it has received from the present Govern-
ment.

A National System

Mr. Baldwin has further sent us a statement “on
behali of and in the name of the Unionist Party,”
which, he points out, “in common with all who have
the welfare of the nation at heart, desires to see func-

“tioning in the State a sound and complete system of

national education, Tt believes that the stability of

- the State and the happiness of the community, as well

as of the individual, depend largely upon the spread
of cducation.  With this in mind the Unionist Party,
with the helpof prominent educationists, has formulat-
cd a definite and comprehensive scheme of national

Ceducation that, hesides remedying the obvious defects

of the present system, makes provision for a progres-
sive “development toward a high educationa! ideal.
This scheme lizs been made the basis of the approved

Coflicial edneational policy of the Unionist Party. The

chiel points of this policy are bricfly enumerated in
the following memorandum :(— o . -

The Unionist” Party puts in-the forefrout of its
cducational policy  the . three Iollowing principles
which it considers to be axiomitic i—

(1) No child should he debarred from full educa-
tional facilities by reason of “the ‘poverty cof ‘his par-
ents. The number of free places in secondary schools
State
scholarships should be established. in sufficient: num-
hers, as supplementary to LA scholarships (not to
relieve rates), to enable the best pupils to go to the
universities, :

(2) The material civeumstances -in the schools must
he suchas 1o ensure that the best possible return is
obtitined for the effort f‘xp('li(lctl. The Unionist Party

cdesires aprogressive reduction in the size of classes.

Tnprimiary schools the maximum nwnber of pupils

and . consolidate - the Factory and™ Workshops 7 Acts

m a class should not exceed 40 o urban and AR 0 0 T8
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il ditricts, The Uoenet Party calls for the
modernization sond enfareement, swhere necessary, of
existing sehools, many ol which are ilbequipped and
mnsuited to medern needs.

(3) Phere must be a highhy troned and adeguately
remunnerated bhody ol teachers who can coumt upon
stability in the material conditions of their waork,
Where a loeal cducation anthority has aceepted the
Burnham Committee scale of salaries and has snbse-
quently departed from it that anthority should be
made ta adhere to the seale by the Board of Fducation,

It is possible (the memorandum continues) o
sketeh the outline of a national scheme of edueation
in harmony  with the fundamental principles enun-
ciited above,

{1) Secondary Schools.
schools with adequate provision of free places should
he 1)1:»\'1(1(-(] At the age of 11 the hest pupils from
the primary schools shonld proceed to the secondary
schools, there to remain as free- pl.m holders up to the
age of 16, The best of these again should remain up
to 18, and State qclml.lrxlnp\ should bhe provided to
enable the most promising of these to proceed to the
universities.

(2) Central Schools.—The Unionist Party will ex-
tend the provision of these schools with the object
of accommodating all those primary ¢chool pupils be-
tween the ages of 11 and 15 (16 where possible) who
are not accommodated in the  secondary  schoois.
Transfer from central to sccondary school should be
made casily possible.

(3) Technical Schools.—At the age of 15 or 16 the
best pupils from the central schools should be enabled
to proceed to technical schools providing advanced
technical instruction and training.

(4) Adult Education.—No scheme of school - and
university education, however highly developed, can
do more than prepare ‘the mind- for the pursuit- of
knowledge. It must therefore be completed by a
system. of a(lult education. The object of such a sys-
tem must be not to give cheap instruction to those
who have been denied the advantages of higher edu-
cation, but to enablé all classes to use-and enjoy the
facullies developed by school or university training.
We attach the utmost importance to the development
of facilities for adult education by close co-operation,
with the assistance of the State, between local educa-
tion ‘authorities, universities,-and voluntary effort.

(5) Training of Teachers—(a) The Unionist Party
would discourage the fnrthcr':1pp(nntmcnt of teachers
without adequate qualifications. (b)) Definite and
'\dequ.xte qualifications should be recognized and re-
quired for each category of employment. () The
“premature selection of young people to become teach-
ers, whether by scholarships or otherwise, should be
discouraged. (d) The standard of qualification for
entry into training college should be gradually raised.
1f reasonable academic qualifications could he counted
upon, more_time could be devoted to training in the
: technique of-_teaching. I‘hc mo-l nnpnrt'mt p'\rt of

- Suficient  secondary

the tratmne cour-e chonhd e ol teehing vnedeg
snpervision in school,

(60 Relipious Instruction. - No educational =y<tem
can he satisfactory which does not inclode the pro
vicion of adeguate religions instruction for ali children
in the schools.

The Unionist Party, it i< stated, is confident thay
the svstem of education onthined above will reecive
national support, “In these difficult days we cannot
afford to waste the intellectual power of the country’s
future citizens, and the Unionist Party 1s convineed
that by thiz provronme the most valuable of  the
State's resources may be developed.”

Liberal and Labour Manifestos

Fhe Liberal Party, in its clection manifesto, states
that it “has worked out a ten vears' programme of
cdnentional advanee,  Hit comes into power it owill
wipe out the arrears of educationad reform which have
accumulated in unprogressive arcas; it will get rid ¢f
the worst buildings, and will reduce the size of the
classes in clementary schools. Tt will effect nmuach-
needed reform in rural education, and improve the
qualification of teachers.  With special concern for
vonng workers in and out of work, and for more sce-
()‘1(14!‘\ schools, it will press for large additional pro-
vision Tor pupils over 14 vears of age, with mainten-
ance allowance in suitable cases, [t will extend pro-
vision for university cducation, and as regards tech-
nical, evening, and adult cducation, it will seek to
collaborate with employers and employed in making
w determined effort to increase the cfficiency of all
schools  which vrepare the youth of the nation for
their vocation in life, and it them for their responsi-
hilities as future citizens. 1t recognizes that the
fultfilment of these aims demands such conditions of
service and such pavment of teachers as shall secure

a constant and increasing supply of properly qualified

menand women, and believes Jnt satisfactory condi-
tions as regards 1cmunua:mn jan best be secured by
national agreement.’ :

The title of the official ..,dl)OllI‘ manifesto is “What
Labour has done for the Teople.” Under the cross-
heading “What it has done for Education,” it states
that “Labour’s intention to ‘give every child equality
of ‘opportunity in education’ has begun to. be fulfilled
in the drastic change of the policy ‘of the pxccedm"
Government. . The Labour Government has been in-
sisting on smaller classes, an increase in the numbe-
of fully qualified teachers, new schools, ‘maintenance
for the poorer children, more free places in secondary
schools, and scholarships to the university-——all prac-
tical steps towards the ideal of securing to all children
the same chance of advanced education as the children
of the rich. -The Labour Government has been stead-
ily working towards progressively higher qualifica-
tions for tmchmx, and, consequently, of no niggardly
‘treatment of teachers’ salaries] > Shall-this policy (11
asks) now be reversed?”

—Times Educational \uppkmcnt L on(lon
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LAKE 1.LOUISE--on the Canadian Pacific Ralway

Yo vreatest pocts and writers o0 our era THESE O e Foerea of the Saboe o the e nitieent © lidtean
woured out their soul- i attempting to deseribe thi- oo Dol boalt om the et <ts Teg w b e Barnnm
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i Bvrie, dreaaming away up o the POt GNs At
Pt none has desonbod i ade
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atitande of 3070 feet fhoeda i tor nearhy S0 coreat SVl thie perredt
quartely o e badfles deseriptiom. “Probably the e

secnery in the known world” semeanye
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Fhere is o delivhuial walk alone the we-terly chores of

the Jake 1o the boat Lodine, with <plendid vicws of

Castle Crags, Mount Laefroy ond Mount o Victaria,
Prom the Chatean one may chin b othe triob 1o Mirrod
Lake sind thenee 1o Lake Npnes, with charmimyg views

along the way and a rest amd tea-honse awaiting one
at Apnes, Thenee, again, one may scale a zig-zag path
tothe Observation House of the  mountain
Known as the Bigr Beehive.

o top

Four miles from the shore of Lake Louise are the
Victorin and Lefroy Glaciers, veachied hy a path neces
sitting guides and proper cquipment. The hawing
teeth of these great jee formations e extraordinarily
impressive, and the foor of jce is 2530 feet thick. The
supminit of Monnt Victorin is five miles distant, in au
air hine, from thie Chatean,

Nene of these trips take more than a few hours,
cither on foot or pony.

Possibly the most interesting feature of the more
strennons mountain-climbing junnts, visits o glaciers
or journeys through the passes is the presence of the
Swiss gmdca who are always on the job from Chatean
Lake Louise. With these men in their company, lovers
of the European Alps have no difficnlty in fancying
themselves back in the neighborhood of Ment Blanc,

Jut the vodel rings more clearly here and the moun-
tains are far more impressive and majestic.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

As there have been a few cases of misunderstand-
ing in recent years concerning the dates of the Christ-
mas l]uluhvs we beg to draw attention of all teachers
o the following clausd from the Rules and Regula-
tions as contained in the latest revision of the Manual

of The School l.aw:
“The winter vacation shall cmnpris‘;c two wcclc«

“immediately following the third Friday in December,”

vear from Fri-

wth 1925,

This would place the vacation this
1924, to Monday, Jan.

'

(8
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THE BRIDGE BUTLDER

comny o bone fnehaoay,

cold dond uray,

An old man,
Conme at
Toa chiasm
The ol man erossed in the twilight dong
The sollen streamn had no Tear for himg,
Pt e turned, when safe on the other
A built o bridge to span the tide

cyenin,

yast, and deeps and wide,

side,

SO i, said a fellow pilgrim near,

“You are wisting your strength with building
You never again will pass this way;

You've crassed the chusin deep and wide,

Why build you this hridee at evening tide?”

here;

The builder lifted his old gray head,

“Good driend, in the p‘nh I have come,

“There followeth after me to-day

A vouth whase feet must pass this way.

This chasm that has been as naught to me

Fo that fair-hairved yonth may a pitfall be:

e, too, must eross in the twilight dimg;

Cood friend, T -am building this bridue for him.”
—TFrom “School Life”

" he saud,

TEACHERS! learn to WRITE STORIES

~OR GROWN.UPS AND TO

TELL STORIES to improve the child mind

Sueh qualifications will enhance your reputation and in-
crease yYour income.

We provide effeetive instruction in two distinet Coupses
(Home Study Plans), ond guarantee satisfaction,

The cost Is but nominnl, and easy wmethods of payment
for tuttiopn are. provided for.

Mr. Archie 1% MeKishnie, o master erftie amd writer, s
ehief Direetor of this part of our school work: -

Lt us send you some evidence of our efficient work and
particulars about these Courses. Write:

SHAW’S SCHOOLS, LIMITED

Dept. B.T.. 46 BLOOR W, TORONTO, Canada

CHRISTMAS CARDS

- View St. - 619
Phpne 730

617

Order at Our Store. and Save Canvassers Commlssmns

We have the Blggest Selection and Lowest Prlces in B. C.
LL PRiNTED IN. VIC FOR]A
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PLANS FOR WORLD FEDERATION ME STING

The folliawing extract from the ¢ Jetober issue of the

o London, August 23.—In July, 1923, at San Franciseo Seattle: Grade Club Mavazine s very timely for
& the World’s Federation of Edueational Associations munther of onr readers, May it he effective,
5 was formed with the following officers: [y, Aungustus “COMT cK :
b e . . : : p A ' i
= C. Thomas, State Department of Education, Maine, COME BA :
z President; PO Kuo, Shanghai. China, and 5, J. The Seeretary says: ;
.\:unslnn,\,nl 10.\1([(,'nt N Hion l l,“uu'»n of 'l ¢ uhn‘l Forget the slander you have heard, ;
J England, Vice-Presidents: ¢ [, W illiams, University . . i
b PR L . . v FForwet vhe hasty, unkind word, :
7 of Missonri, Secretary, The preat object of this \World ) ’ i
’ Federation is “to formulate plans for international Forget the quarrel, and the canse, ;
3 good-will and mutual anderstanding among the na- Forget the whole affair, beenuse i
: tions through the work of the sehools”  The con- Forgetting is the only Wity
fgé stitution calls for a meeting every seconud yvear, and Forget the storms of yesterday, |
| 1 > M ye 4 ¢ ': o .l).' fl‘lt" - ) . .‘ i
§ - June last, “‘_“}‘Hh the Fdducational Institute o Forget the chap whose sour face
i Scotland, a preliminary meeting was called to form 7 s t e o |
. ) . T . ‘orgets to smile in any place.
a Seottish National Commiittee for the purpose of in- S ‘ meany p
& viting the World Federation to hold its next meceting Forget the trials you have had,
in Edinhurgh in 1925, Forget the weather if it's bad,
At this meeting representatives from many hodies Forget the knocker, he's a freak,
were present, and the Scottish Nationad Commitlee Forget him seven days a week,
was constituted to take i charge of the proposced FFurget you're not a millionaire,
conference so far as local arrangenients  were ¢on- Forget the gray streaks in vour hair;
3 cemned. At a later meeting it was decidéd that the Forget the coffee when it's cold,
3 conterence should he held in-the weels beginning July Forget the kicks, forget to scold.
20, 1925 Tt wenc norppn at. while Todi - T
; 20, 1925, Tt was n;}uu,(l. lh.l.t, W hllgl ],(llll]ll)lll_._;h sl'mu];l Forget the plumber's awinl charge,
i : : r ¢ ¢ sho ¢ national, . ) ] , .
; I Ith'( h;)st, vet the [un;nmttt;c sh ml( li“ n_m( ni Forget the iceman’s hill s.. lare.
and sho present be dtehers and edueation an- ; . :
m ; '1 1 ([:L])xucnt , ith t'( te (‘l.s 1 \(_( nceatton an l'm'gct the coal man and his wcxghs,
3 thorities.  The committee s rarsmge E5000 for the .o e -
T . Forget the heat in summer days,
iz expenses of the world conference, and Fdinburgh will Lo )
i do her hest t ke it At sn ; Forget to ever get the blues, :
j er best to make it a wreat snccess, L b . . . cree v ;
i . Lo . . ~ . JUT IN'T FORGET T 'AY YOUR DUES :
Phe personnel of this Scottish National Committea BUT DON'T FORGET TO PAY Y OUR DUI ;
includes many men and women of prominence.. The
:

principal officers are: A

Honorary Presidents—IRt. [on. Sir William Sleigh, '
Iovd Provost of Edinburgh: Rt Hon. Lord Haldane, B k f T h :
Lord Chancellor: TRt Flon, William Adamsen, AP, OO S Or eac ers )
Secretary for Sceotland. Presidents Rev. D, Mae- - ]
Millan, Chairman of Fducation Authority, Edinburah ; KLAPPER'S TEACHING CHILDREN
Miss Mary Tweedle, MUA., President-clect of the Fdu. )
cational - Tustitute of Seotland. Joint Chairmen—]J. TO READ
W Critehley, ex-President Fducational Institute of . $225—Mail 10c extra.
ik‘lf')[tll:md :- !’l:ﬂf. ."\l’c‘x. D:lrmch.v..\':lt“i(mzll C.nmmittcc STONE'S ORAL AND SILENT READING
' the Training of Teachers, Jnint Seerctaries—John ,
Clark, M.AL Dircetor of Fducation, Clasgow Cleorge 1 R $‘27_75-—Maxl [3c extra. )
C. Pringle, M.A.. General Seeretary, Fducatiomal Tn- WHEAT'S TEACHING OF READING

Hitute of Scotland, $2.25—Mail 15c extra
Canada to be Represented ’ : o

g PN

It is evident from this prefliminary action that Sent. DENTON'S THE FAR WEST COAST i
band g preparing to eive a great welcome in 1925 to $2.00—Mail 15¢ extra S
. the represeutative “educationists” from - all over the ] )
7 (‘_"'Ol‘ld.. Canada will doubtless he represented,” as the Special Terms for School Lrvibraries
-Aanadian Teachery’ Federation was the second mem- . : o
]3cr of the Warld Federatinn,” the membership being . Send Us Your Lists and We Will
limited to national organizations. The Nitional - Furnish You With Quotations

cnﬁon .—\ssocinlinn of ‘the United States was the first

?lll(i‘ll.:;?)cr. and the Fducational Institnte of Seotland (he ’ l RELAND & A LIJA N : : '

Mr., Tfn'rr_\j Charlesworth, . Dritish Colimnhia,

“X']‘l‘(“sit'lvn( of the Canalian “Tenchers' Federation. is Scholastic Booksellers and Stationers
e el the six Divectars of the Waoeld Foderation, 1 649 GRANVILLE ST. . VANCOUVER
o Would seem Aitting At the 1927 ‘meeting shosld be . ; :

g ey s ~a re - - = N s
G h“d“lCmuMn_—,,— e Glohe: Tafin i, : —— T , e
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TESTS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
PROMOTIONS

Synopsis of Address by Dr. Cyril Burt,

AND

Lo Psyvehological tests for nee in schools may be
Drandly clissified aw follows

(A1 Tests of Inborn Intellectual Capacity. -
<1y Tests of general intelligence. (2) Tests of speeial
aptitndes,

(1}) Tests of Acquired Attainments,— (1) Tests of
cducational attainments, (2) Tests of vocational at-
tiinments,

Tests of the foregoing types miay he eross-chissifieod
tccording to precedure, as o written group tests,
(g individual orad tests, (e individual perfarmanee
tests,

Lo Such tests may be nsed st varions stages in
the ehild’s school carcer i—

1. Tests for Departmental Promotion. --Tn England
most children are promated from the Infants' Depart-
nient to the Senior Department at the age of seven or
cight, This is a neglected but crucial stage in the
clementary school child's life. 1lis subsequent sug-
cess in the scholarship examination may depend npon
it. At this point the most valuable tests are individ-
ual and oral tests of general intelligence, such as the
Binat-Simon Scale.

2. Tests for Class Promotion.—\ithin one and the
same department promotion from class to class is like-
Iy to depend more upon attainment than upon capac-
ity. Tests of acquired educational attainments are
here,  therefore, most serviceable to the teacher,
Abave Standard 11, they may be administered by the
group: procedure,

3. Tests for Transference to Central Schools and

for Scholarships to Secondary Schools.—Such trans- -

ferences are generally arranged after a scholarship
examination in educational attainments, such as arith-
metic and English: " To supplement examinations aof
the traditional type, ho..ever, group tests of general
intelligence have of late been widely used in Great
Britain. )

4. Tests for Entrance to Trade Schools.—ere an
over-emphasis upen-attainments in Enelish and arith-
metic is‘apt to give a misleading result.  Tntelligence
tests. particularly. those of a performance tvpe, would
be of gredter value. Tests for special aptitudes and
for vocational attainments may be used for supple-
mentary purposes. o . '

"WE'LL GO TO

' THE COLLEGE INN

Convenient and Comfortable

752 ROBSON STREET. - VANCQUVEE, B. C.
Open 7 days.a week till midnight

Advertisers “assist’ you by their patronage. May

we ask you to show your appreciation by reciprocating -

the patronage “where=possibles - Kind and courteous
attention and satisfactory service await you.
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Nelson Classics

“THE JDEAL BOOKS FOR THE
SCHOOL LIBRARY"

The priceless gems of imaginative writing—
These are the books that reachers wish to in-
troduce to their pupils,
that teachers wish to inclnde in their carefnlly
sclected libraries, for they have between their
covers not only “the noble charm of words,”
but a “simplicity of theme and plot” thot is
life itself,

These are the hooks

The Nelson Classics have heen prepared to
meet the requirements of teachers and pupils.
Sir Henry Newbolt has edited many of the
volumes.  Concise, explanatory notes have
been added where necessary, and the binding
used, stromg durable cloth boards.
volume is moderate—50 cents.

The per

THE AUTHORS REPRESENTED ARE:

Ainsworth Dumas Scott
Blackmore Goldsmith Trollope
Collins Hugo Yonge
Dickens Lytton Shelley ,
Gatty Reade Ballantyne
Hughes - Thackeray Bunyan
Lamb Wyss Defoe

Poe Arnold Emerson
Swift Anderson Hawthorne
Wood Bronte Kingsley
Browning Craik Palgrave
Morris Eliot Sienkiswicz
Alcott Grimm Wetherell
Borrow Xinglake Keats i
Cooper Marryat

Herrick
‘A SMALL FOLDER DESCRIBING THBEX NELSON

CLASSICS WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION

All School Orders will be Filled Promptly

Thomas Nelson & Sons

’ LIMITED
(INCORPOEATING T. C. AND E, C. JACK) "
77 Wellington  Street West -  TORONTO
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AN IMPLERIAL ANTIHEMJ

To the Daughters of the Empire and all loyal
Britons, who believe in Imperial unity,
this Anthem is vewpectfully dedicated,

By the Author

Tune: God Save the King.

O God of Heaven, we raise

To Thee cur hymns of praise;
Long may we sing

One song of victory,

One realm of liberty,

One Empire—great and free—
One sceptred King.

Unite our arinaments,
Unite our parliaments,

Make discord cease;
In air, on earth, and main,
Qur righteous cause maintain,
And usher in the reign

Of wide-world peace,

God, make Britannia's might
A beacon-flame to light

This world renewed;
Wherein mankind shall see
Their glorious destiny,
In faith and unity,

And Brotherhood.

H. M. Stramberg.

August, 1924,
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=215 VICTORIA STREET TORONTO, -Canada

Our New Catalogue

is now ready. It contains full particulars
of the followinyg lnes:

Johnston’s Maps,”"fif(;ilobes and Charts
Blackbofargs and Accessories
Milton Bradley’s Primary Supplies
Art Materials and Models
Pictures for Study and Decoration
GENERAL SCHOOL EQUIPMENT

If you have not yet received a copy, it will be well
worth- wlhile to - write for one.at once.

The ‘GEO. M. HENDRY CO

LIMITED

INTELLIGENCE TEST RESULTS IN
PORTLAND SCHOOLS

Portland has finished o thorongh rating of Tour
thousand schoal children by means of the [Hlinois test,
A resume of the results are, hriefly:

“Childeen who have made low Intelligence Quo-
tients are being given individual mental tests with the
expectation of providing instruction suited to their
capacity, next vear.

“The tests show a wide variation in the abhility an.
achievement of children in the same grade and of the
same grade in different schools,

“Splendid achievement is shown hy children of low
mentality but at the expense of those of high mental-
ity, who are not progressing in proportion to thei
ability.,” —The DBulletin, Pordand Grade Teachers'
Association, June, 1924,

Teacher's Concise Class Record

(COPYRIGHT)
Providesa system of accounting for class-room work insimple form

Single coples 65c (postage extra), reduction for gquantities)
From the Publishers:

CLARKE PRINTING Co. Ltd.,649 Fort St..Victoria,B.C.

l
Whrite for a Catalog’ue

of any Musical

Instrumen‘t

EACHERS at out of town

schools can enjoy the same
shopping - advantages: as- city
folks if they, will but write for
a Catalogue ccvering che: par-
ticular Musical Instrument or
Radio Set in wnich they are
interested.

This store maintains huge
stocks  of sheet music, “His
Master's Voice™ Records and
every ‘musical instruincnt-that
one can ask for.

All ”shipping charges. are.
sprepaid.

FLETCHER BROS

(VICTORIA) TD.
Evcrytlnng‘ in Music” : B
1110 Douglas Street _ Victoria,- B. .C. .
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“Teaching of Geography’

(N OSWALD TTARRIES,

Should teachers of children of Flenentary sehoo
age aim o develop the rational facolty by divect train-
HI',: .lll(l s a \L‘]).H-ll(‘ 4l(lHl lII CONse lnl)\ll(\\ (5} 1('”“\\
more psychological methods paratleling hnm.m evolu-
tion ?

Formalists wonld have ns plice reasoning power
or thinkimr power so-called, as the main aim of educa-
tion even in the Public School prades.  Psychologists
are becoming more and more dnclined to modify this
wden on the gronnd that reason s the Tatest power yet
developed in the evolution of human facaliv, 1 the
evolution of the individnal (ontegeny) roadty recapit-
nlates the evolution of the riace then the training of
sense perception or impression ideation, motor activity
or expression ideation, and cimotional reaction, should
precede the direct training of the reasoning power, for
the optimum period of reasoning power certainly does
not occur hefore the age of 21,41 then. Even adults
base most of their conclusions directly on perception
or emational bias rather than on intellectual determine.
ation.  Much so-called reasoning is knowing or sup-
posed knowledge.  Even much of the so-called reason-
ing in Arithmetic, Grammar, Geometery or Geography,
bhecomes after a little practice, mere repetition  of
known ideas.

The teaching of Geography witl its hranch subject
Nature Study, is usually regarded as being one of the
best subjects for training in-“thinking.”  Geography

is weak in-appeal to the interest of most children he-

cause minimum importance is attached to development
of primary.faculties as perception, niotor activity, and
emotion, and maximum stress laid on reason, a power
normally developed at a much Iater age.

Children love the pcucptmn ph.xscs such as pic-

tures, photos, posteards, cinema views of other lands,
descriptive readers; illustrated guidebooks, and ohjects
from foreign lands; they love the motor activity of
map 111«!1\”‘1" and colormg. collecting materials for pro-
ject or product map, or pottering ahout making false
impressions in’_plasticine, clay, or sand. The emo-
tional appeal ‘ofstories” of “other lands awakens” in-
stinctive curiosity, love of travel and adventure. Such
descriptive stories can engender entranced attention
and vivid recollection, v
But when it comes to formal reasoning, to tracing
cause and effect, or hypnothesizing about unknown
lands in formal terms, one-of two things usually hap-
pens, the whole process - hecome a tolerated ‘mechan-
ism hased on previous argument or-direct telling, or

as is more usual, the process dc«vcncmth into mnnot-_
~onous boredom. :

Three Distinct Changes

S With the changing aims of child education_ the

teaching-of Geography has undergone “three distinet:
‘hut overlapping changes.

rinapal. Port

course is “Junior Geography,”
valuable supplementary-course is “Practical Outdoor

NMberng, 1L O

vis the
roless supplenmented by s
trated interesting reading material, The children were
interested in the thostrations and readling, hut this was
the sngar coating of the pill that followed.  Tedions
smmaries of capes, hays, monntains, rivers, clmate,
products, and ather groupings were memarized much
to the disgnst of all concerned, Nor is this process
yet dead for alter eriminal proceedings had heen taken
against the method dnoone eountry after another, it
escaped to Western Canada and is not yet horied,

The first methad
menery ]llln‘l'\\ Hmore o

teaching Gengraphy

Most teachers now rightly regard “this memaory
gymnastic as unintelligent bhoredom, Al the material
could be obtained easily from an atdas when needed.
Farmalism had said that a child jcaving school ought
to know all that stufl so, for vears that process was the
rule. The change of ideas is well illustrated by the
story of a test given in an English County examination
during  the transition perind. The guestion was:
“Write down all the stations on the London North
Western Railway hetween London and Crewe.” One
answer paper gave all but two.  The next paper had
“Consult a Dradshaw.”  (timetable).

The memory school was succeded by the school of
formal Ingicians.  The former school said, “Children
ought. to known these facts;” the second school of
formalism said, “Children shonld be taught to think.
The data is useful only insofar as it is used to stimulate
the thinking faculty. \Why burden the mind with junk’
SOON ‘uxr-otten’ Why not utilize the subject matter
for training. children to THINK, 10 trace. canse. and
effect, and. so recognize the beauty of scientific law
throughout the material universe?”

Joth schools of thought were equally unpsycholog-
ical but the second phase did bring in a vast amount of
perception work, motor activity, and emotion incident-

’

ally, but tended to spoil all this by over-emphasizing

reason.
Text-Books and Relief Maps

One of the hest, probably the best, text-baok of the
newer method is that of I'Estrange’s “Comparative
Geography” "puhlished by Philip & Son. - A shorter
by L'Estrange, and a

Geography,” by Unstead, published by the same firm.
Issued about twenty vears ago this scheme or one’
similar to it i about to invade British Cnlumbn the
advanced gu having arrived.

(To be continued)

DIGGONISM.—“Lvery man's yarn is good unti!
someone tells “another one.”—Diggon's, Printers,
" Stationers and Engravers. Xmas Card Makers and
Specialists.-* Gifts and party prizes, -




