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Orders received between now and the 30th of April

for

Canadian Junior Mathematics

by Sheffield and Brown
will be accepted at the following reduced prices:

Book | for Grade VIl with Profractor, 60 cents
Book 2 for Grade VHI with Protractor, 80 cents

We are making this special offer in the hope that these
valuable books will thus become more widely known
~~2ng our teachers.

The followimg 5. om some of the many voluntary endorsa-
tions of ¥ne < -oks received from outstanding mathematical
teachers in the suuior grades of our elementary schools and junior
high schools:

“By the unsparing elimination of 'dead wood', by basing their problems
on interesting and essential affairs of everyday Canadian life, by
employing various striking visual aids and by supplying much pertinent
incidantal information in an attractive form, the authors have produced
methematics fexts THAT THE PUPILS LIKE—no mean task. , . . These
books embody the findings of the latest research and cannot fail to
improve the tcaching of junior mathematics wherever they are usad.”

"We have given them a very thorough trial. My teachers and 1 are
unanimously agreed that theso books are the best we have seen for the
teaching of arithmetic in its many phases.”

"In conclusion 1 may add that the course has been doveloped in accord-
ance with sound pedagogical principles and that it should prove an
officient instrument not only in preparing the student for more advanced
study in mathematics but also in putting him in possession of the
mathematical knowiedge required in the ordinary situations of life."

Are You Getting DENT'S TEACHERS' AID, Our Free Magazine for Teachers?

"'J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd.

Aldine House, PUBLISHERS Aldine House,
224 Bloor St \W., P 1300 Robson St.,
Tnronto, Ont. Vancouver, B.C.
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EDITORIAL
L

AN OFFICIAL SCHOOL CALENDAR

£ call attention to the British Columbia School Calendar for

1935, which appears in this issue. We feel sure that it will prove
of great value to all teachers, and we wish to express our thaniss to
Dr. S. J. Willis, Superintendent of Education, for his ready respouse
to our request for the preparation of an official calendar, and also to
Mr. William Morrow, Principal of Lord Byng High School, Van-
couver,  who was responsible for the excellent suggestion that we
: should make ¢ch request and print the calendar in each number of
ihe magazine throughout the year, for the purpose of ready reference.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
EASTER CONVENTION AND ANNUAL MEETING

HE 16th Annual Convention and the 19th Annual General Mcet-

ing of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation will be held in |
the Empress Hotel, Victoria, this year. ~The Annual Meeting will . {
commence at 8 p.m., Monday, April 22nd, and will cntinue during
the morning of Tuesday, April 23rd. Convention sessions will com-
: mence on Tuesday afternoon, April 23rd, and will close after a
morning session on Thursday, April 25th. : |

Full particulars will be given in the March issue of the magazine,
which will be devoted largely to this feature.

We desire particularly to bring to the notice of all Associations
FEBRUARY, 1935 Page One

Bt e g v e - - B e T I

3 7

» ~ : ©

i



and members that rzsolutions for the Annual Meeting, and suggested
amendments to the Constitution, should be forwarded to the Feder-
ation Office not later than March 5th, in order that they might be
correlated by the respective committees, and be printed n time for
consideration by all members previous to the Annual Meeting.

We also draw attention to the important matter of nomination
and election of Officers. The following clauses of the Constitution
govern this matter:

President

“Ihe Executive Committee shall appoint a Nominating Com-
mittee whose duty it shall be to nominate at least one member of
the Federation for the position of President.  Such nomination and
other nominations signed by at least ten members in good standing
shall be published in “The B. C. Teacher” before the annual general
meeting. TFurther nominations may be reccived from the floor of
the annual general meeting.”

Note: In accordance with this section the Nominating Committee
appointed by the Federation Executive has duly nominated
Mr. |. N. Burnett, Mr. \Wm. Morgan, Mr. R. P Steeves, and

Mr. A. Webster for the position of President.
Vice-President .

“The Vice-Dresident shall be clected at the Annual General Meet-
ing. after the clection of the President has taken place.”

The last Federation Convention held in Victaria was one of the
most outstanding in the history of the Federation, and is remembered
by many with the niost pleasant of recollections. The Empress
Hotel is an ideal convention meeting place, and special rates will be
in operation again.

It is urgently desired that there should be a very large attendance
both at the Annual Meeting and the Convention sessions, and we
would ask the earnest co-operation of all Associations and members
in this regard. .
"+ Harry CHARLESWORTH,

General Secretary.

EDUCATION WEEK

E wish to tender the thanks of the Federation Executive and

the Provincial Education Week Committee to all who in any
way assisted in making Canadian Education Week in British Col-
aumbia such an outstanding success. The Department of Education,
the University, the Normal Schools, the Clergy, the Press, the Radio
Stations, the Trustees, the Parents and the Teachers co-operated
magnificently and, as a restlt, much good was accomplished. The
fundamental objective of Tducation Week is to get the public to
visit the schools to see just what is being accomplished in our present
day institutions, so that any opinions they may form upon educational
questions may be pased upon actual first-hand observation and
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knowledge.  Reports now  coming in show that large numbers
availed themselves of this opportunity.  May we ask all principals
who have not slready done so to forward their returns so that sum-
maries may be made.
Harky CHARLESWORTH,
Director, Education WV cek.

BRITISH COLUMBIA SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1935
Jan.  7th—Schools re-open afier Christmas vacation,
April 18th——Schools close for Easter vacation.
April 29th—Schools re-open after Raster vacation,

May 11th—last day for receiving applications for Senior Matricula-
tion Examinations.

May 18th—ILast day for receiving applications for junior Matricula-
tion Examinations,

May 24th—Victoria Day (school holiday).

June 3rd—King's Birthday (school holiday).

June 7th-—Provincial Normal Schools close.

June 10th—Senior Matriculation Examinations begin.

June 17th—Junior Matriculation and Normal Entrance Examinations
begin.

June 26th—High School Entrance Examinations begin.
June 28th—Public Schools close for summer vacation.
July  8th—Summer School for Teachers opens.

Aug. 9th—Summer School for Teachers closes.

Aug. 26th—Junior Matriculation and Senior Matriculation Supple-
: mental Examinations begin.

~ Sept. 2nd—Labour Day (school holiday).
Sept. 3rd—Public Schools "re-open for the school year, 1935-36.
Sept. 11th—Provincial Normal Schools re-open.

Oct. Thanksgiving Day. (School holiday; date fixed by
Proclamation).
Nov. 11th—Remembrance Day (school holiday).

Dec. ZOth-—Schools close for Christmas vacation.

Jan. 6, '36—Schools re-open after Christmas vacation.

" Diligence is to be particu]arb* cultivated by us; it is to be constantly
exerted ; it is capable of effecting almost everything—Cicero, De Oratore.
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To Presidents and Secretaries of Local Associations, and

To AUl Members

1. The Trustees of the G. AL Fergusson Memorial Fund will meet
on Friday. April 12th next, for the purpose ol selecting the recipient
of the third Memorial Award.

2 The conditions governing the fund make provision for the
awarding of a prize of Fifty Dollars and Certihcate to the Member
or Member Association of the Federation who has made, in the judg-
ment of the Trustees, the best contribution to education,

3. The prize shall he awarded in recognition of outstanding work
or ability in connection with:

(a) Research work in liducation,

(h) Summer School work.

(¢) Special contributions to educational progress in the provinee,

4. The Trustecs therefore request that information be placed
before thend in regard to any Federation Member or Association that
has made a valuable contribution in the educational feld.

-

5. Any Federation Member or any Association may nominate a
candidate (or an Association) for the award.

6. Nominations must be received at the F ederation Office, 1300
Robson Street, Vancouver, not later than Thursday, April 11th, 1935.

7 The nomination should be accompanied by a description, and
supporting evidence, of the work for which the award is claimed.
Meritorious work on behalf of any Association may rightly be included.

8. The presentation of the award will be made by the Chairman
of the Fergusson Memorial Trustees, at the Easter Convention to be
held at the Empress Hotel, Victoria.

9. The Trustees particularly desire to have a good list of nomina-
tions truly representative of all teachers of the province for such an
outstanding honour, and thereiore urge that .all Associations give
ihis matter their early and serious consideration.

- 10. The present Trustees are: Mr. E. H. Lock (chairman), Mr.
'S. D. Meadows, and one other member, to be chosen to serve for the
unexpired portion of Mr. Elmer Brown’s term of office. |

| 11. Would you please bring this matter to the attention of your
~Association as early. as possible.

Yours sincerely,
Harry CHARLESWORTH,
| - Honorary Secretary,
G. A. Fergusson Memorial Trustees.
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WILLIAM DAVIS BLAIR
o}

EACHERS of British Columbia heard with deep regret of
the death, which occurred on December 28, 1934, of William
Davis Blair, principal of Kingsway West School, Burnaby.

Born in Glasgow, December 25, 1879, he was educated there
and received his professional training in Edinburgh. He taught
for several years in (lasgow, and in 1906 left for South Africa
where he followed his profession in Natal and Transvaal. From
there he went to Australia and taught until 1914, when h. joined
thhe First¢ Sattalion of the Australian Territorial lorces. in 1917
he was badly grssed and later discharged from the army. He
again taught in ‘Jlesgow until 1919, when he sailed for Canada.
In 1920, after teaching in Agassiz for a jew months, he was
appointed vice-principal at Edmonds Street School, Burnaby.
In 1922, after a year’s leave of absence, spent in travelling, he

was oppointed to the principalship of Kingsway West School,
where he taught until his death,

Although Mr. Blair will br missed by many, there are few
who will feel the loss more keenly than the teachers of Kingsway
West School. To them he was much more than a principal; he
was a friend in the highest sense of the word, a sympathetic and
understanding adviser, smoothing out many an unpleasant
episode. By his own example he inspired co-operation and
consideration among the members of his staff, developing in them
a spirit of devotion and loyalty. Although smilingly insisting
that he was old-fashioned in his teaching methods, he encouraZed
others to try out new ideas in the classroom.

As a teacher, Mr. Blair was forceful and efﬁcieut, Iﬁs

geography lessons being particutarly delightful. He took a kind
‘and quiet interest in the pupils of the entire school, and they, in

turn, had for him the greatest respect and affection.

His kindliness, his unassuming manner, his happy sense of

humour, and his faithfulness to duty under stress of great

physical suffering made him many friends. |

The following qtiotation from a poem composed by one of

his former students pays him a ‘well-merited tribute:

None other understood us just
Like zood old "Daddy” Blair.

With him—a world rover—

We toured to world’'s end.

We honoured him as teacher,

But we loved him as our friend.

- .To those friends, to his teachers, and-especially to his widow,
we extend our deepest sympathy in their great loss. -
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A PLEA FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

(By Huau M, Moxwisos, Pu.., Principal, Prince George High School)

CORRESPONDENT writing in the Educational Supplement of

The Times (London) for October-27. 1934, has the following com-
ment upon the latest agitation of educationists towards humanizing the
curriculum:

“During the past school vear much loose talk has been flying about
concerning the failure of our present schools and schoolmasters to
prepare youny people for life in the modern world, and’it is symptom-
atic of the schoolmaster’s isolation that it has come less from outside
the schools than from within, The educationist is always too apt to
persuade himself that the burdens of the world are upon his shoulders;
and that if he does not succeed in educating his pupils in the short time
_they are with him, they will go out uneducated and remain unedu-
cated for life. With him lies the responsibility for producing human
beings;-even the Creator’s part is almost overlooked.”

In this perfunctory criticism of the humanists the correspondent fails
to substantiate his opinion.with facts or even with philosophy. Instead
—although his article has the suggestive title, “After the Rudiments What
Next?”—he indulges in a description of ‘‘the “types of ‘post-primary’
schools that already exist” in England, and leaves things at that. [t needs
scarcely be suggested, considering such a promising title, that the article
is disappointing, cruelly so. S ‘

 The writer, however, aptly observes “that the needs of the pupil who
- = will not go-to the university are nowadays -much more considered in the .
secondary. schools than :they were in the past”; nevertheless he adds
“. ... in the main, the academical requirements of matriculation hold the .
field 'in the secondary school and colour its activities.” ‘

These remarks apply ‘only too well to our own field here in British
Columbia. (Read the excellent let*= of W. M. Armstroug in the Decem-
“ber issue-of this periodical on-pages 26-and 27).  Keeping abreast with
latést thought, and faced with the cold realistic fact. that only. a very small
-proportion of ‘our :secondary .school . population  ever go to university,
Jleading teachers and educational authorities of our province have realized- -
~“for some time that our high school curriculum is shaped too heavily
towards university entrance. ' The introduction of the Junior high school ~
‘system; the greater stress'laid ‘on technical schools;: the suggestion (if
‘. ~feeble) of vocational courses in our recent outline of sodial ‘studies ;. the
. “proposal of ‘‘accredited” high schools, clearly outlined in the October s ) ) ,
“-issue of ~the B C:-Teacher - by- Dr.» Willis; - and - the appointment of ‘the ERRE ’ SERE ¢
' THE =B.C. TEACHER
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present educational  committee in its work on the curriculum are all
attempts of British Columbia towards solution of the problem.

The revised course of studies in the senjor high schouls, launchedd last
Septesaber, is another effort along these progressive lines. The main aiin
oi thie course is 1o explain how man developed through the ages trom a
state of primitive animalism to his present; culture. Tn other words, how
the tools, hands and tongue, were used ini the service of the brain—the
triumph of the mind. The new course throughout pays homage to the

claim of the humanists; namely, the necessity of taking into account not ‘

only history (in the old sense) but also veography, economics, sociology,
and government. Turthermore, an encouraging indication is made that
the new course is “tentative,” which, surely, must be a realization that we
have only launched the ship, but have not yet outfitted it.

The framers of our revised course of social studies, then, are to be
congratulated upon their awareness of the great problems facing our
educational system. It is apparent that they agree with Dr. Judd in
his statement :

“There is no more urgent problem confronting the educational
system—than that of reorganizing the citrriculum—so that the chief
contribution of these curriculums to the experience of young people
will be a fuller understanding of society and its institutions.”

The present writer had the privilege of presenting a similar viewpoint
in June’s number of this magazine. There are few better ways (outside
~actual experience) of obtaining an understanding of life than through the

“Speial Studies. The very term, “Social Studies,” suggests a study of
societv—of life. In all logic, then, this course should be the heart of our

curriculum beating the blood of life into the other subjects.

" Before this ideal state canbe set up as one of our objectives it will be
necessary to revise our whole curriculum in general and its component
parts in particular. Teachers of our province are-awaiting with deep
interest the - curriculum- report of our present educational cormmittee.
Among other things what will this body say about the probleri of making
the high school more a finishing than a university preparation school ?

To make our curriculum more practical two steps in regard to the
~social .studies are almost self-evident. < First, the-course must he graded
properly from the primary grades to the last year of high school. -Second,
more time must be found. The Social Studies is the study of life, and,
taking for example the senior high school, how can the problems of this
complex western civilization of ours be even-approached when only three
periods per week are allotted in the last three years of high school ?

Where is the extra time to'be found? Now, there is no gainsaying the
claim that.ours, and other - educational =ystems, “are encumbered with a
heavy load of intellectual dry rot. For instance, some of our science
courses must be made more practical and more humane. Both Physics
" and Mathematics must be purged of intricate problems -and’ theories.
which are more fitted for - the specialist than  for the general student.

According to latest research in, psychology, the old argument that thesc: '

problems, although of little practical use, add to the ‘reasoning powers of
_]“EBFUAR)‘,?]?S"}, AR o Page Seven
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the pupils is no longer tenable, due to the fact that the transierence of this
reasoning power to other subjects or problems of life is not easy. A proper
teaching of the Social Studies with more time allowed, will produce for
the students real live problems, which will exercise their reasoning powers
as much as the intricate conundrums now found in science and mathematic
text hooks.

1t has already heen intimated in this article that the Social Studies are
launched in the right direction. Much work yet remains to be accom-
plished. In the present writer's opinion, the revised course in the senior
high schools has two glaring defects. Tirst, treatment from the old
historical approach is still too much in evidence, and, second, current
problems are almost eatirely neglected.

The teacher is warned that the “‘geographical, economie, sociological
and civic factors should be constantly emphasized.” Nevertheless che
course itself does not lay encugh stress on these factors; too much is left
to the instructor’s imitiative. No real attempt is made to bring out
geographic influences on man’s development. Map studies are scattered
throughout with no semblance of order. Some clementary economic
theory could very well he worked in, and economic history could be more
clearly outlined.  (This has been done adinirably in the lessons on the

British Empire printed by the Department). There is no good outline:

on government. Indeed, the historical approach could well be subordin-
ated to the sound pedagogical method of - tracing back to the origins of
what is familiar-to the student—a journey from the known to. the

unknown. - But it must be emphasized that all this cannot be achieved’

unless more time is given.

The syilabus states that “the course is a Social Studies and not merely

a history course”. . The present. writer, however, claims. that the course
has been drafted with too much history; in other words, with tdo much
emphasis on the past to the detriment of the present. C. C. Barnes, writ-
ing in Social Studies for November, 1934, states that *'it is generally con-
ceded that the emphasis of education should be on a study of contemporary
life.”.. He adds further, “a study of the past alone brings the story down

to the interesting ending without giving the ending.” = This is exactly the

‘impression one obtains from our British Columbian Social Studies course,
Throughout the four years of high school the story of the rise of western

civilization-is traced, and then, so to speak, left-hanging in the air.- At

least one-half of the:final year should be devoted to a study of current

problems in the light of what has been taught in the other three and a half-

years. - This would constitute. a- proper summing up of the course; it
“would start a real thinking process based upon: known material.- Thus-a

teridency to think .would replace the mere accumulation of knowledge, a

- process so necessary in our educational system.

~ If ‘we could only increase the number of thinlérs we are sending - into
life, something would he accomplished. - To he sure, in deference to our
London Tinies correspondent, we. cannot neglect “the Creator’s part:”

Nevertheless, in making the Social Studies the heart of the curriculam, -
in alloting it more time, and in making it a study of life in a real social.

“-gensé; we would e making better use of the Creator’s endowment to man:
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“soldiers. Recommended should be pmtlc'xhrly mterestmg to Social

o Htumcs tt:achers.

(Compiled by A, AvxkwricuT, Point Grey Junior High Schoaol )

NOTE: This section is another lustration of the practical co-operation
with ithe Magazine Board in an effort to make the B.C TeacHER of
Jurther biterest to teachers, Mr. Arvkwright fell that books which he had
enjoyed reading might also be enjoyed by other teachers if brovght to their
attention. He consented to compile a list, with a brief note on cach, in the
hope that sonmie of his colleagues might also assist by doing likewise. [l
shall be glad lo publish in this Department a limited number of notices each
month, Please send in contributions to Mr. Arkwright, Point Grey Junior
High School. Remember, there is no limit to the classificalion—Fiction,
Biography, Travel, Science, Pedagogy—all notices will be welcomed ~—Ebrror,

“THE Autobiography of H. G. Wells.” Each member of the teach-

ing profession would receive inspiration {rom this amazing
book. Mr. Wells has told about his youth—his lack of opportunity,
the handicap of.ill-health, and the difficulties which had to be sur-
mounted. Interesting sidelights are given on the growth of the
system of English education. But above all, after reading this hook,
we turn to the other works of Wells with a new and better under-
smndmg Recommended.

“The Forty Days of Musa Dagh’”; Franz Werfel. This hook will
rank among the masterpieces of our g(.nerdtlon The story is based
on an incident during the Great War when the Turks drove the
Armenians from their homes out into the desert. It is tremendously
powerful and moving. Recommended.

“Devds, Drugs and Doctors”; . W. Hdgg'lrd Dean Inge, in his
“LEssays,” questions the idea of progress. Dr. Haggard, in this excel-
lent book. answers the questioning for all time.. In a clear, concise

“-.and -interesting style, the  book ‘tells the Story- of healing from the

beginning of record to the present. This story 1s readable and inform-
ative. It is “a fascinating history of ‘the science. of healing drawn

"fmm aw e'\lth of authentlc material””

“The Way of a Lancer”: Bercovici. The story of a regiment of
Polish” Lancers ﬁghting‘for Russia during the Great War, of their
changing allegiance as Kerensky and, afterwards, the Bolsheviki,
take command. The book is one more proof of the horror of war.
It'is written by a’'man who lived and “fought with: this heroic band of

«Nogales . Aninteresting and entext'umng story of the advent-

‘ures ofran Argentine soldler of fortune. Recommended for high
“school: studcnts and to those who wish to know more of life in. South
o ‘\1]1(.1‘](1&.
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“One’s Company” by Peter Fleming.  Another account of condi-
tions in China, Japan and Manchukuo,

“The Mutiny of the Bounty” (a trilogy): Nordhoil and Hall. The
popatlar, interesting and informative “Mutiny of the Bounty™ has
heen followed by two others, making a fine trilogy which all who are
interested in the adventurous South Seas should read.

“The Lard of Plenty”; R. Cantwell. A story of life and work in
a Pacific Coast sawmill during depression days. The drama of “hard
shell” characters is unfolded in the coarse and inelegant language of
such virile surroundings. ’

“For the Defence, Dr. Thorndyke” by R. Austin reeman. A\ good
“pass the time” story, to be taken in doses just before bedtime ¢if you
can correctly measure the dose): I couldn't! A “erime” story, where
nobody is murdered. Well written.” Recommended.

“The Scarlet Beast” by Francis Gerard, An historical novel of the
days when Rome was holding the gate of civilization against the
menace of barbarian Carthage. A well written story by a writer with

. fine natural talent. Recommended, particularly te teachers of history,
PSR B %A Stone for Sharpening” by Bridget Lowry. A novel of the old-

fashioned style, but written in modern terms.  The tadies might like
this hook. :

' “The Black Pagoda” by Lowell Thomas. - This celebrated author

“and lecturer spends two years in India, and in this illustrated book

_gives us his impressions as to the why and wherefore of this land of

¢ . mystery. Is India a country or a religious controversy? What about

R the constant mingling of lofty religion and debasing sensuality?
By "' What is the answer to the critics of British Rule in India? These and

e " ‘many other baffling questions are dealt with in this book. Recom-

~mended. ~Should be helpful to teachers of Social Studies.

: , A FACT A DAY ABOUT CANADA
HE Dominion Bureau of Statistics issues each month a pamphlet,

- “A Fact-a Day About-Canada”.. This is supplied by the Canadian
“" " Radio Broadcasting Commission and consists of an’item given each
5 day over the radio. A very wide range of topics is treated by these
~* . broadcasts and teachers are finding them of use for-their classes. We
~-would suggest the provincial organizations inform their teachers that
““at the.end.of each month copies of these hroadcasts may be obtained
- by making-a request. either to the:Dominion-Bureau of Statistics or.
“the. Canadian Radio-Broadcasting Commission-at-Ottawa. - Some of
the-information is of value to teachers professionally as affecting
- 'their own organizations. Most of them, however, contain informa-
© tion which might ‘supplement History, Geography, ctc. - g

~The winds ’Tziﬁkl‘wi’a‘vés'a}e always on the side of the ablest navigatos
Gibbon, Decline and Fall.: B L :
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‘E‘HE Exceutive Committee met Saturday, January 12th, 1935, at
10 a.m. There were 25 members present,

Tt was decided to hold the 1925 Convention in Victoria in the week
commencing Monday, April 22nd.

After much consideration, and in an effort {o make the Convention
self-supporting, it was agreed to fix the registration fee at $2 for mem-
hers. and $3 for non-members,  Mr, W. H. Wilson of  Victorin was
clected chatrman of Convention Committee.

Please Nete: It was ordered that Maich 5th be the final date for
receint of amendments to the Constitution and By-laws, and also
resolutions for the Aunual General Meeting, in order that these may
be printed in the March or April issue of the “B. C. Teacher.”

A referendum re professional membership was ordered and will
be in the hands of all before this, Every teacher should respond.

A resolution was passed looking toward the restoration of salaries.
and action planned for the presentation of this priuciple to School
‘Boards and others in authority.

_ Attention was called to a series of lectures under the auspices of
the FEducation Department on Tuésdays from 7:30 to & p.m.; station
CRCV. Some of the speakers are Dr. Weir, Dr. Cassidy, Mr, F. C
Boves. Dr. Kaye Lamb, Dr. Crease, Mr. Gibson, Miss 1. Bescoby,
Mr. John Kyle, Dr. Davidsorn: Major King, Dr. Klinck, Prof. Sedge-
wick, Prof. Angus, Prof. Soward and Lir. Buchanan.

The Saanich Teachers’ Association was affiliated as a separate
association, 7
The mecting closed at 7:55 pam.
' S. Nortnror,

UNDER the direction of Yred J. Patterson. formerly principal of
the West Vancouver. High School, and  who  was appointed
Superintendent for the Yukon in June last, the British Columbia
Programme of Studies has been introduced for both the lementary
and the High Schools of the Yukon Territory. In future, candidates
will write the British:Columbia matriculation examinations.

Mr. E. M. Russell of Vancouver is teaching on the staff of the
Dawson High'School. - Mr. W. “Reg” Hamilton of West Vancouver,
and’Miss Reta. Munrozof Lynnmore, Morth Vancouver, ‘are teaching

- on-the st ff of the Dawson Public: School.
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Highlights of January’s Neuws

Jz\l\‘UARY saw the entry into office of at least two Canadian mayors
whose policies will be watched with interest. They are Mayor
Simpson of Toronto, elected on a C C. 7. platform, and Mayor
McGeer of Vancouver, who promised to reform civie and police
administration and to fight for reduction of interest on civic debts.
At Calgary on Janvary 29 he led a convention of Western mayors in
a demand for ereatign of sufficient money on the national credit “to
promote at all times public works and social services required to
climinate involuntary unemployment.” for refunding municipal debts
at not more than 3 per cent interest, and for the Daminion to assume
all reliefl costs. ,
" * * * *

Premier R, B. Bennett started the new year with a series of radio
addresses in which he attacked the evils of uncontrolied capitali>m
and promised such reforms as a national minimum wage and maxi-
mum working week, iniemployment and health insurance, and income
tax laws designed to correct maldistribution of wealth. This-“radical”
program had been foreshadowed in December whien the DPremier
warned business men of impending government interference “to
réstore capitalism.” .

I * T * PR

Speaking in Windsor on January 18, Mr. J. 5. Woodsworth stated
that if Mr. Bennett carried out all his referms it would bring Canada
up to the status of other “civilized countries.” .

= * . |k ook - ES *

The formalities and routine of opening Parliament wére completed
on January 17 and 18, and on January 19 began the debate on the

-reply to the Speech from the Throne, led by Messts. King, Bennett

and Woodsworth. At the.end of tlhe month rovery important legis-
lation had bBeen brought down. LT S
Since Vancouver sends out over 1C00 air-mail letters a day and

‘receives over 800, the Board of Trade has asked for air-mail service
~direct from, the city. ‘ - ‘

“But Jantary, 1935, will long stand out in the. minds of many

- -British Columbians as the month of the Great Storm.

B TP T S * *

fD'r'.'V‘,".'H."_l‘aylor 6f the University of British” Columbia has been

-“apjointed by the Carnegie Endowment to co-operate with Dr. Drady
. of California-in making a fifteen-month first-hand survey of Ametican

NIRAisnn,”lta]ianf Tascism, Gérman Nazism, and Russian Scvietism.
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Governor Fo B, Olson of Minnesota inangurated his third term of
office by tendering the Legislature his Co-operative Commonwealth
program, including state ownership of eleetric power systems, pack-
ing plants, ete.; a state-owned central bank; unemployment, health,
maternity insurance; inereased taxes on higher incomes, inlieritances,
chain stores, and public ntilities revemies; rural and urban housing
projects, cte. .

’ 3 3k E3 st B

Louisiana fell under what was practically a military dictatorship
during the month, Senator Huey Long is the Hitler of the State aud
might easily become “Hitler of United States,” according to Norman
Thomas, whe began a crusade against him on January 25.

* * * * *

\W. M. Daniels, chairman of the Interstate Commerce Commission,
points out that some 76 United States railways, operating about a
sixth of the mileage of the country, are in receivership, and that the
number would be greater but for government loans totalling more
than $600,000,000. He regards government ownership as a possible
outcome and remedy.

* * * * *

While refusing to intervene directly on his behalf, the United
States Supreme Court has severely castigated the State of California
for failing to ieet the issues raised by Thos. J. Mooney by cither
refuting his charges or frecing him {rom San Quentin,

* * * ok *

A “gelitleman’s agreement” wherehy the Irish Free State will
import mote British coal in return for a corresponding increase in
British imports of Irish cattle was announced january 2.

* * * * *

Ghandi, on January 4, spoke aguinst the new proposed constitution
for India. The bill was presented at Westminster, January 24, fol-
lowitig the recommendations of a joint Parliamentary commission
in December.

% * * * *

Another “New Deal” program was outlined by Mr. Lloyd George

on his 72nd birthday, January 17. The Government promised unpre-

judiced consideration of his proposals.

* P * * *

A 300-page report of the League of Nations on “National Public
Works” gives the British Government’s reply to a.  questionnaire
as that “the experiment of large public works as a method of dealing
with unemployment has been tried and failed, and it is not intended
to repeat it.” The reply is quoted as stating that the effect on employ-
ment is slight as compared with expenditures involved and that the
wotrks “leave burdens on national and local finance which impede the
récovery of normal activity.” :

* * * * *
" Four agreements for Franco-Italian dccord in Europe, in North
Africa, in policy towards the Austrian question, and in relation to
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CGierman rearmament were signcd at Reme by Muassoling and Laval
on January 7.
* * * * #

Von Jagow, German Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1914, died
Berlin, January 13.

* * % * #

Results of the Saar plebiscite were: FFor Germany, 476,089 {or
status quo, 46,173 for France, 2083, Roechling, Szar industrial I\mg,
and Hitler adviser, was quoted as saying 3,000 Germans must go into
exile from the Saar.

* * * * *

Street fighting between Nationalists and Leftists was frequent in
France during the month, mostly in the provincial cities,

The Socialist Government of Sweden announces a balanced bud-
get without new taxes or loans and with reduced public debt for the
new year. Appropriations for relief were about $15.000,000, one-half
of last year’s appropriations being still unspent.

* * ® * *

Portugal discarded dictatorship for parliamentary government
on January 11.

.k * * * *

Border warfare between [talian Somaliland and Abyssinia was
ended by direct negotiation on January 19, hut on the 21st similar
trouble broke out on the French Somaliland frontier of the 1thiopian
state, whose independence is guarded by Britain,

* * * * *

King Prajadhipok of Siam scemed to play his trump card against
the Constitutionalists when, on January 22, he threatened to sell out
all his extensive possessions in Siam to foreign interests and guit the
country. He has almost a monopoly of the country’s major industry.

* * * * *

Recurrence of border fighting in Jehol provinee roused fresh
apprehensions for the peace of the Orient. Dr. Sherwood Eddy went
so far as to predict some such situation might provoke Japan into
seibure-of North China ports.

® * * * *

One of the most startling disclosures of the Nye investigation to
date wes -a hitherto unpublished cablegram received by President
Wilson :ifrom Ambassador Page on March 5, 1917. On March 4 the
Presideiit had been reinaugurated after a successful campaign with
the slogan: “He kept us out of war”; and the day after receipt of
the cablggram he signed the resolution declaring war. The two most
significant sentences are: “We should thus (by war with Germany)
reap the profit of an uninterrupted, perhaps an expanding trade over
a numler of years. . .. Perhaps our going to war is the only way in
which our present pre-¢minent trade position can be maintained and
. -panic averted.” The Nye Committee gave the full text of the

cablegram to the press in December but only four of the leading

‘twenty American dailies have cven mentioned it. —J.E.G.
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(Keproduction of an interviewo given over CRCU on February 7, 1935]

by Me. Po NOWuarreey, Principal of Point Grey Junior

Hiyh School, Tanconwver, B. C.)

(1) Question: One of the first questions parvents gcnuulll\ ask

about the subject s “What are Fxtra Carricular Activities ?

Answer: Extra Curricular Activities include all pupil activities not
regularly classed as recognised classroom Hll])JLLlH Itveryone is
famihiar with the traditional activities such as inter-school games,
literary and debating societies and school annuals.  In recent vears
scores of additional activitics have bheen added to these.

(2) Question: Would you tell something about this growth?

Answer: Prior to the beginning of the 20th century there were
almost no such activities at :l” !n fact, until 1918 there was very
little growth.  From then until 1930 expansion was fairly rapid, the
number growing to four times that of the previous decade. The
years of the depression have bheen characterized bv a marked stimul-
ation m.the movement. Now activities are numbered in the hun-
(Iruls, as shown by recent surveys in many countries. |

(3) Question: How do you account for this growth?

Answer: The (le])resslon has brought about much unemplovment,
the mechanization of industry has reduced the hours of labour and
people everywhere have felt the need for something with which to
occupy their léisure hours. This condition has awakened in the minds
of educationists the neced for ecarly trainivig in the wise use of

| ]eisure time.

| (4) Questmn' \nothu question tlnf 1t is natural for p'u'enls to
151\ 1s, “What are some of the oh]ectwes of this movement?”

*\uawer' I‘her me :_g_rtat-_;__,_ma_ny worthy -objectwes. Chief

| ammlg them are

I‘o tram for wwc ucze of 1elsure tmle

'l 0 dwelop a wide range of mtere%ts an(l (lleOVGl‘ :,peual apt:-

tudes and talentv

lo direct tlie somal instinct mto hlgh types of '1Ct1V1t1LS and

I‘o develop (1&"11'&])16 cmzenshxp qualltles

(5) Qut.*atmn' W'hat determmeb the nature of thc wmk under-
taken in the various clubs? - | -

-~ Answer.:’ I‘he nature of the work is deternuned lnr the desires oE
thc btll(l“ﬂtb Club.s are: not 1mposed ‘upon. them ~When a club is

.....
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wanted by the students, every attempt is made to meet their request.
The response to demi nd is limited only by the facilities of the school
and the possible teacher sponsors.

(6) Question: What are some of these many activities, say, in
your own school—the Pomt Grey Junior High School?

Answer: Naturally both the type and the number ol clubs varies
frm*n year tu year according to demand., bome Clll])% arce requested
vear after year; others are dropped after one yeat's cmcr ation,

Perhaps it will clear up some points in the minds of parents if |
mention some of the clubs in operation in our schocl this year and
outline briefly their purpose and activities. There are ,for example:

An LElectrical Club—To foster the care of elecirical equipment
around the home. | | '-

A Yarn and Yarncraft Club—"To encourage pupils to beautify the
home with useful articles which require very lhittle money
expenditure. To give pleasurable and useful employment for
leisure time, |

A First Aid Club—To give members a practical knowledge of
First Aid.

A Typographical Club—To give pupils, w ho are specially mter-
ested, the privilege of extra practice in the Print Shop.

A Ijoy Cooking Club—To train interested lm) m the prepara-
tion of simple, healthful foods. (.,'unp COOKery.

An Archery Club—To improve Judgmwt m air currenta distance,
elevation and sighting. |

An Art Metal Work Cluh——-lo [‘JIOVI(IC A oppm'tumt} for pupils

of a cv eatwc natm{, tu mdkc. dltl(‘:le‘; fmm copper, brass md -

peuter

The Athuhu.um Club——ln dwclo;v pmsc and “decorum.” A
~ great Athenian once said: W'e (Athenians) regard a man who
takes no interest in puhlu, aﬁmrs ‘not as lmrmlcsq but as a
mls(.lnevom character.”

o .:A Basketry. Clul)——-'lo Lnal)le pupl]b Lo mal-..(, dltlLILH uf use an

decomtlon.

A Current Events. (,lub-—lo encour,tge chlldrcn to l)ecmne mtu"

. ested in: da:ly events ever}’“’here'

A Trench Club—To provlde greater - fdf:lllty in th(, use of th(,_ | ._
. spoken ]anglnge and to develc;p interest in the peol)le whme

~ language we are attemptmg to use.

_ A Foresters Club-——-To develop : ‘observ ation: 10 create mtc:eat | -
oo In preserving. ‘the living be'u ity of our foleqts 10 dld in. tht.-_"__ S

enjoymc,nt of camp life.

.....

An ‘Harmonica - Club——-To enal)le those who '1lready play the"_
harmomm to EIIJO)" tlus p'15t1me alcmg with others, and tluough_ o
'I.H‘-‘-lSt the beﬂ'mner townd tlnq o

combmed eﬂ'ort
enjoyment
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simple rules of Journalism as found in different types ol
writing,

A Linoleum Block Printing Club—"To stimulate 111lc1ut m design,
making practical use of results.

A Paint, Paste and Paper Club—"To provide an interesting, and
1 $oMme cases, a proﬁt:lble hobby., To develop skill through
practice,

A Photography Club—To stimulate interest in photography
a hobby.

A Science Club—To foster and promote an interest in science as
‘manifested in the common utilities around us.

A Stamp Collecting Club-—To develop an appreciation of the

countries 1cpresented a knowledge of their history and
to develop artistic arrangement in mounting.

A Travel Club—To foster interest in travel, and to broaden our
knowledge of the world about us.

A Typing Club—To advance members in the art of typing.

; A Dramatic Club—To develop initiative and self confidence; to
P ‘give practice in speaking and in the entertainment of others,

A Folk Dancing Club—To create an interest in and to develop 2L
Lnowledge of the folk dances of various countries. To improve
one’s sense of rhythm and gracefulness.

-\ Boys' Gymmnasium Club—To develop interest in lca(lu’shm n
tumhlmg and various types of apparatus work, and m the
Dbuilding up of, and developing of muscular co-ordination.

(“Jther Clul)a include a Band, an Orchestra, a Boxing Club, Ref-
“erees’ Clubs, a Badminton Club, & Ping Pcmg Club, Rugby Club,
the School Paper, Library Club, and Glee Club. In all T think -
T have mentroned about thlrty-—ﬁve active clubs, |
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| (/) Questlon That is most interesting, _Ml \Vlntlev but how are
‘the materials 1)10v1ded? Is there not qome expemc m conncctmn_ | SR o | | R
'wlth many of these clubs? | . - | | | - i e
\mwer Yes, there is some e\pcnac This is. met bv the student | ' | | |
- '_counml ‘Funds are raised by the levy of a student council fee. There S
IS no, allowance for club work in the School Board budget. No extra .
" public expenditure is involved.. "The Council I“:»ecutwc lmdgets its
Sl fundb qccordmg to the act1v1t1es undertaken | L L o
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ot e \mwcr No the ‘5(:11001 time tablc is 'trranged 50 that most of thc"_ e T U R R
S cluhs meet for half an hour during schoo! time and continue forhalf o e e e
~. ... an hour ‘after school time. The clubs; in our school for. mstance,“__" SR e s e T e e A
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s ‘Department o7 Education they are not given enudl status.with curri- . .
— cular work. \crtamlv much of” the \vork accomphshul is -of equal. < : : -
: - value at least.. P K

“(10) ()uestmn De., all studenis take'part in club wmk -

- ) Answer: All but those who have immediate. after schocl duties -

' such as paper delivery boys and a few girls who have to get away, : - .o

5 propmtly at 3 :30. “About 5 per cent -faf our enrolment. is thus - 4 ; ’
v . affected. ‘ - . ’

e . (11) Question: How are these pecple d\_commoﬂhted durmcr the ‘ . : ) g

o school time pirtion of the club period? .. : . ; o i S -

Answer: They are-assembled in study g groups whc'r(_ ‘they do-extra - ' . ‘v oo

S w ork in their weaker subjects. A teacher is attached to each group. “ - . -

e (12) Questlon.vll at sourids like'a very complete program. ~How - -

e A does it affect the school? : ‘ ) ) - )
N Answer: 1t dees increase the load on the teaching stuff but this =~ - ' - ST -

. is more than COlllpC!\S'lled by the enthusiasm of the puplls Ilook - -, - B o -

L forward to the time \\'hen some of this will be gwen curr:cular status. o S S o

. - - o - . -+ - . : - .t
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: FUTURE OF EDUCATION : i “o ’ L - S
HLRFFOPL, as 1 visudliz - the future,,’l isee the ntimber of . ' :
- teachers increase as the nuniber of agriculturists, skilled: Aaborers
nd industrial workers decre%sc. ) Futuré " generatxonq will realize it
will be far ]mttﬂ;. for. theni to do .a- full day’s work themselves: and
emplov more; neople to develop their children Physically, intellectuaily )
and spirituall v ~Christian’ tea\.hmg is an indgstry that can never be
~ overdone, as it is:(iiFning ouf a product of vhich thefé can never be,

“a; surplus Eveii) 'oday the safest; and most groﬁtab]e mvcstmcnt 18
in education. ek

s Whatever- §0c1a1 o¥ poh ical ‘systems mav - b(. trled in 'the t'utu.‘
chlldren “will-dlways. be ‘the- gleatest -assets. StOLks bond:, bank account
instirance pohmes, ang real estate holdings may easily Dgss ou of e\hteme
-QOur children, “howeier, wilk always ’be our§ tev

‘bankers, manufacmrels ang:
bé. m,‘demand ’\Ioreover aglgisure. txme ‘increases; the,»dem'md f01 thos(.
“who' can frain,others *)lwqcallv Fatellectually-and- spiritually” will rapidly
mcreaqe. 'E\rexa toda) many: tamlhes are ]ookmg for-such- persons.to come
Aufhor l'nknovw:. N

43
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\\’hen we.:bu:ld et us: thmk that we. bulH for ever ——Ruskm, ,Sc:'cn
I.mn{u The Lam[) 0] fcmar' : ool

: s, every m'm &n be
who $ a'man at all——has no rxg,lt fa be a’ ﬁtth—xate sometl*mg for a fifthi-
rate: somethmg,la rio ‘better than a ﬁrst~rate nothmg —J.\G, Ho]land Plam




s THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

3. THE LiBRARY IN USE

- . (By Mary E L_l/..\Bl."’h CoLnan, Librarian, Lord Icnn.y\on
: : . S«hool Ifancozwcr B. C ) ,

. GREAT work of art is-not procluced h) the génius of the artist:
L alone: it needs, to make it’complete, the creative energy of a
FRE receptive mind. A symphony is not music until it-is adequately per-
formed; a painting or statue is inanimate until it finds an observer
“whose spirit vibrates in tune to.its beauty ; a book has-life oniy when
" _ it is read by one capabl¢ of responding to- its -wit and wisdom; and the
L “value of any work of ‘art or literature “is ever dependent in sonte
AL .~ degree upon the quaht" ‘of the’ mind upon \Vl‘llC“l it impinges.

~ “Some book collections are like Rosamund 5 sleep-l)emused palaLL
wheré Princes Charming stand wistfully beyond: -thorny hedges of
restrictions, “prohibitions; poor management, or just plain indif-
ference.. So much depends.upon the teacher’s attitude to the library!
Soine consider it a_“frill,” at best a converient place to stow -pupils:
“who;, quicker than the rest; are apt to- be a nuisance. if unempleyed.
- Other conscientious souis thmk of the. library always in- terms of
“useful”information—a sort of glorified text book éxtension.  But.to
soms 'the School Library.is.an integral part of the life plan of the
~school, the hub of infinite activities, at once a refuge and a joydus -

’ ad\'(.nturc a spur to healthy cur1051ty and'a challenge to complacer.cv

e k,l]ll(ll ef can do with a good ‘deal of Jud1c1ous wttmg alonk; and
A N tlus 18" 1)'1rt1cu1arly true-in the llbrary ! The puplls should have a
r definite time “when they” may réad ‘what they . piease; a’ perxod free’
from any “studydssignment,‘a time when- their gpirits may rcam
unhmdcrnd»a’nd unsupervised in the' Laud of Romance. “There they;
~.omay’ make friends with” the brave and the fair; venture all for.love
% —or'a bag‘ef dubloons—or dally in_dreamy’ mecadow$: with La_ Belle
Dnme sans:Merci. In such hours, souls‘add tc: ‘their stature zmcl pur-

: ]:OS(.b are bor 'tlmt' may sway the (lestnues of+fhen. -

oo The” mam purpose of the uchool “1brary—most l)rl"ﬁ) and l)arel)
",‘ statcd——:s to.form reading | habits and skills. -Since those habits are”:
“most: ﬁrmly’ﬁ(ed that-have-associations of satisfied desires,”it: fol-

+lows. tliat in.the early years the 1mportance of pleadure re'1dmg can

h'u(lly ye overstressed : gl : : :

The first condition’ of learmng is'a desu‘e 1i0: know One 1mght
vith little fear of contradiction, that on this premise rests e
“svhole'fabric.of modern: pedagogy; but’ still" the - remnants ‘of.the
o chscxplmaryftheory———the worse it tastes the mare: good it ‘does )ou—
\,"of‘ us. suspxcmus of 1)leasme in co ncctxon with- eflucqt'on

Pnge 1‘\’nwlcrn
AR

L

£

-

.

el



file:///vhose

To read “Treasure Island” or “Tom Sawyer™ as examples of Engiish
literature is.praiseworthy: to read them [lecause they are “swell
- stories” is still slightly suspect.

7 We Still feel virtuous and eflicient when we spend money for

- ‘supplementary readers, and rather guilty if we let the readers stay
© on the publishers’ shelves and use the money for library books. OQut
- upon such timorous practices! Let us face the facts: what more do

i children learn from redders than from free access to a good juvenile
: library? When the mechanics of reading have been mastered, dollar
S for dollar and hour for hour, the library pays bigger dividends than

the text book. 7The library is an endless corridor of doors opening
. into life: what relation‘to’lifé. have the little chopped up selections
- - and shop-worn verse of the reading texts? They have one indisput-
P able value: their synthetic pabuiumn is siinple to administer, its results
T easy to measure and chdrt on efficient-lorking graphs.

; . “If you would obtain the greatest possible value from your library.
PN e bold—make the children free of it with asTelv restrictions and as
i little supervision as possible, Very-soon they- will-be hringing you
S : the fruit of their forays; history, geography and all other studies
G ; ; ©ill take on-a third dimension, rise out-of their texts and live. The
i young explorers will be ready for theé second phase of library values:

o 7 they will desire to read for informatien

- Early assignments should be very siniple.indeed, and should arise
_out_of the pupils* spontaneous interests. I have found biography one
‘of the-easiest of approaches for several reasons. First, children of

. eleven and-twelve (the earliest age at'which, to expect even rudi-
_ . .mentary research) are’ great.hero worshippers; sccondly, essential
-biographical data ‘are | usually given-in.clear and succinct form;
‘thirdly, ‘the  obvious subjects: are usually covered in. several hooks.
The assigriment should be specific: “When was he born?” “Where?”
“How did he spend his boyhtod?” and so on. - ‘ :

.

. Nothing so ‘whets the appetite for research as success; affer a
W early.triumphs a little judicious. ignerance.on. the. teacher’s part
ill probably prove sufficient spur to the pupils’ activities. There is
‘a subtle satisfaction in giving instruction to which the juvenile ego
rticulgtly ‘susceptibles. oo R T

‘ ing experience may be rounded out by many modes of spon-
‘taneous expression. ‘For the very youigest free-hand illustration is
‘one-of the most: satisfactory. - Though “the- first attempts “may. he
‘criide: they ‘will satisfy the artist, and enthusiasm strengthened by
“practise will_achieve results that:are surprising in their imaginative
~vigor.and-adequacy of technique. .. . 5

~" Posters, book-maps and book reviews are favorites with older
“pupils. - These-should not: be’compulsory except in the rare case of
‘thesintellectually-lazy child: »Even: then-sonme other form of ‘expres-
it:be/voluntary, is of more valiig than-the forced labor Gf-a
=Boys enjoy making models or miniature stage-sets repre-
g ig_midg:ptg in'the story, girls like to -dress their. dolls in  the:

aty o " THE B.C.-TEACHER.




costume of their favorite character. Iven the least expressive child
will respond to the request to “tell Tom about the book youw've just
finished because he thinks he might like to read it,” and even the
youngest can take part in a Friday afternoon “Library Programme”
of story-telling, book reviews, or dramatizations.

Methods must vary with varying conditions and temperaments;
there is just one essential—that we teachers keep our purpose always
shining clear before us. What is it we wish to achieve? Is it not to
foster in these young minds such a love of books, to give them such

skill in using books as tools, to.imbue them with such a habit of
‘ turning to the wisdom of an elder time, that all their lives will be
! colored and enriched by the happy hours spent in the School Library ?

Technical Education and Citizenship

" (An Address over Radio Station CJOR, Vancouver, by J. G. SINCLAIK,
Principal, Vancouver Technical School)

MAYOR McGeer, when+addressing a mass meeting of Vancouver
teachers recently, expressed very emphatically and very clearly his
impression of our present-day education. - He named it a “barbarous
& relic.”’- ‘Of course, we give Mayor - McGeer all the licence that should go
: to a poetic soul.  We know our present system has, in some aspects, the
appearance of ‘heing a relic, but the term ‘“barbarous” was just a
trifle hard. - : : .

.- versal education, the privilege of being educated was confined to the
“ranks of a-few.- " The purpose of that old-time education was to fit a
‘boy for entrance to a ~university where hLe could study the Humani-
~ties, Mathematics, Medicine, Theology or. Law, to fit him to take his
““place later on'in one ofthe learned professions. ~These professions
weré: close: corporations. . The openings were relatively -few, and so
necessarily the preliminary education was limited to a selected few.

" afford the high price of education.

““'But the outside world marched on. There was an awakening in

*:should not be confined; and that there should be equal opportunity
- foriall:#The equal-oppostunity became available, hut- the system of

s inental _pa!;plqm,‘r\\ra‘s;thrﬂi st at, and_ thrust on, youth that had been
1 their - fathers: a;x\(ltrforrefathers. . There was no scope, .10

- 'Our present system is a relic in that it has been handed down'.
through the generations practically intact. . Before the days of uni- °

5 andithese few not always of brighter intellect, but such as ‘could .-

~ the souls of nien; and there was a demand that preliminary education

education had not been. tdvancing with the .years, and "the same.

d wheye thereis novision the.young men perish: -

wenty:-five years knowledge has increased beyond -

““Page VTw}:u'ty-"om" N
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helief.  Space thas been aunihilated. Distance does not exist {o

“{elegraphic. teiephonic and radio transmission. The air has been
_conquered. - The sea in its depths has been plumbed by submarines.
" Chemistry has reveale:l itz secrets, and nature and her forces now
Cserve us. But we still eram cur posi students for the fetish of a
. matriculation - examinatien.” C.f those that pass ‘that., memory test,
St veryifew go to university. - Ot those that go, not so niany graduate.,

We have. suficred from this térrihle iclic. - Our boys have suffered.
Of course, we must have universities. “They are a necessaty unit i
our education system. the corne? stone of tii pyramid. - The univer-

sities provide advanced education for thcse few that need it; Dut

why should we have been preparing everyone in our educational
system to go there when so few go? DBritish Columbia, these last
few years, has been seriously studying the situation. The Board - f
Education at Victoria has lent an attentive ear and a helping hand ¢
every occasion it has been asked. The School Trustees of Vancouver
have fostered and encouraged every individual or collective effort to
pull the chariot of education out of the rut, and the results are
encouraging.

Some kind of entrance requirements will always be demanded by
a university, and rightly. They will want to know the calibre of the
material coming in and it will still be the duty of the educational
authorities to provideZopportunity for all students wishing to enter
a university. But provision has to be made for the vast majority of
the other-types of student. = ‘

'Lduc;/@tlon is primarily concerred- with the making of a good

¢itizen, and'not with the business of turning out brilliant scholars.

Mr. J. S. Woodsworth, in his radio address from Ottawa last Monday
- night, said that the purpose of edutation was to teach people to live

together.. That statement has a terrific lot of truth in it. Paul once

'said to some of his Christians when counselling them on behaviour,
- “Dearly beloved, as much as lieth inyou, live peaceably with all men,”

Mr. Woodsworth and the Apostle Paul, living in differint eras, had
cactly the same ideas.. ' , : :

" -Now, how can our educational systemn make good citizens? In

“the:first:place, teachers must realize that the fortunes and fates of

‘both child and’nation lie in their -hands.. Home' influence and home
discipline: do ‘not-function as they should these. days, and the: teacher
has:bothi to be:parent-and preceptor, -It.is a tremendous. responsibil-
ity,’and,’in.a way, is asking too much of a very much harassed class.

Ho

‘they ‘hest fit- their boys and girls-to be good citizens? -

ituition lies before us very simply. Thstead of mak-
jail; a treadmill; instead of having the student look

vith.a type. of “educdtion they do not want; instead of
into-the category of ‘sausage. skins ‘being filled up and
s sausages from-a sausage machine, if we make school
it wetwill develop .our students as we ought.
e S THE B:C.TEACHER
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w can teachers then meet the new situation that has-arisen? How -
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. o How can that be done? Well, it is actually being done now in

R several of the np-to-date High Schouls. The student, on entering,

o ' ©determines his or her course, whether matriculation to the university,

or a cultural course leading to High School graduation. This latter

course is a great step forward in the right direction. The student

: is allowed to chose the course, within limits, and at the end of {our

years, if the necessary credits have been gained, the student passcs

' out into the world with a High School Graduation Dxploma infinitely

hetter fitted to face life than his predecessor of even four years ago.

The complexion of school life has heen changed. He does cheerfully

what he has chosen to do. He studies cultural subjects; he uses his

“hands in shops, and the girls use their hands in Household Avts.

Drawing and other subjects that really matter. Because they are

diligent, because they are contented in their work, because they see

: that they are laying the foundations for their life work , they are
hecoming good citizens, -

My subject today is Technical Work and it has taken me some
tinie to get Cown to it. The first school in British Columbia to hreak
away from tne dead formalism of the old type of education was the
Vancouver Technical School, and it laid the seeds of reform  which
were to blossom years later in the frec courses of the High Schools,
with their cuitural options and electives. But before T go any further

. I would like to make clear what technical education in our system

: means. There is no end of miscanceptions. Techuical education in

e British Columbia, as T see it, and as we practise it in the Vancouver
“Technical School; is simply High School education, where science,
B " mathematics and shopwork, dre stressed, where brain, eye and hand
T are: trained together, and where a hoy is taught to think independ-
-ently instead of being used as a receptacle to pour facts and all the
old stuff-into.. A chhmcal High School does not teach trades. That

is the. office-of a-‘Trade- School or Vocational School. - A Technical

‘more’grey .matter; a “keener intelligence than the average High

School:boy, and the fact that a boy in Public School might be poor in his
. - studies. but excéllentin his ‘manual training does not mean that-he should -
“.be’ sent to a: Technical:High School. Contrary to. common conception, a
- -Technical Htgh Schogl-isno place for the ment'llly unfit, and is cert'unl)

t a place:where 'Dovsi re taught trades -

aviig, I hope, made thls clear ‘1 wnl] now gne a short resumc
of :the: history of ‘the’ Vancouver Technical School.’::Started in 1916
“by:theslate=Mr. J.-G.uLister; as a single class in King-Edward:High
t ﬁlle ‘a popular demand for somethmg differént -for:: I)oy

ve years ‘the’classes had grown®so:miuch that there:ivas not
om:inKing Edward. High School to:accomniodate :them,
jon : was- made down-town in . the; old.” Labour ~Temple -on-
-Dunsm uxr‘btreet ivheére these ‘technical classes from King Edward
3 inct”iiew. choo —the Vancouver Techmcal %hoo]
Growing pains soon”agaii
-the:Schoo Board moved the schoo! out to 1t< pre ent locatuo'l in *lu

::High-School:is. not the dumping-ground.for-all - the boys who are not’
Judged fit to goito an ordmary High School. A technical hoy nceds -
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cast enda of the city, where we have Jots of room for further
expansion,

The Vancouver Technical School provides courses for every type
of hoy. The boys that attend are necarly all mechanically minded.
Some find their way there that would be Detter suited in an ordinary
High School, and they are advised to change while it is still poasthlc

The main course chosen by the hoys is the General Technical

Course, extending over four vears. At its successful completion a

boy is awarded the Technical School Graduation Diploma. The first
two years of the course are taken up with general work. On enter-
ing his third vear a boy chooses the major science and major shop
]w'meam to fullow for the next two years. These sciences are
Chemistry, Physics, Mechanics, Electricity, and the Applied Sciences
of Mining and Lumbermg The shops are Sheet Metal, Printing,
Woodwork, Motor Mechanics and Machine Shon. In the first two
vears all boys go through all the shops and take the four sciences.
This vear, Mining and Lumbering have been introduced as new subh-
jects, with gratifying success. =

We have a very small Matriculation side. 1t is intended for thosc

- boys. who wish to take up ILngineering at the university. Only
_sclected boys are admitted to the Matriculation classes. as the work

is heavier than. the ordinary High School Matriculation. The record

- of Technical bhovs who have attended the University of British
-« Columbia is good, Showmg that the Technical SL]]G(]I pr qmmtu‘m wis
o 5(:1111(1 and on the r:ght lines. |

Cutam tvpeq of l)oys do not feel mtr:gued with ordnmrv C]d‘;H-'

"f-‘?-"__ruom studies. They can' find no mtelest i an “Ode to a Skvlar ' or
~the doings of- the immortal Grecks., They want to do thmgs them-
oo _selvt.s. ‘At the end of the first vear when we find that a boy is not
o gifted along academic lines but has good' hands, we switch him into
. the Vr\catlonql courses, ‘where’ he gets the maximum of shop work
~ooand-the s mmmlum ‘of classroom.;work. " Curiously enough, f(_w Imv
b .:__:n'mh th:s courae. g lhev W'mt the four-—year gencral coursc.

lhe onl) real 'lechmcal School work we are- domg at pr(.sent 15

'-'_"-"-.j_'_-':'\uth our. specnl students.” These young - men have graduated from
o o -the Technical: School and othex High Schools and do not wish to go
“os i {o7the! unwerSIty They'wmh to. get: specmllsed know]edge and -
o __..;_-___;_;_._"5_'.--;-:__-'_'_;5;qpecmhsed shop- trammg and that in as short a time as possible. The
o 7 subjects”they take are>-Advanced Mathematics, ‘Electricity, Chem-—'
1~,trv Draftlng and ’-..ngmeerlng Drawmg, and they may choose any
lmp theywant. > Tradesmen:also - attend these classes. so that they -
coosoomay-knowithe: sc:entlﬁc and ‘technical end of their. respectwe trades:
TSI | he ages of these students r'mge from 18 to:65. Yes, we have h'u:l -
L three men mer 60 vears of age Never too late to lezu n. S

\Ve make pI‘OVlSlOI’l in an Industrml clat;s for those under prw:-- DR
'""--é'.:}i:"i-_f}:.f:i?i-‘;}f-}-f;?i;'?-ﬁ_1eged boys who have ‘been too long in the- _.lementary Schools and.
S22 are over age.:In the Elementary Schools. they are a- problem to .
L ".'-'--:if*s‘-..j‘-fi*__'f_-};'i_ff-teachers and- parents and each year we take a class of sut_.h over-
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grown youths and give them special inatruction for a vear, and with
excellent results. They seem to sense that they are being given a
square deal and seriously settle down to business. At the end of
their first year most of them have been able to satisfy us that they
are ready to enter Grade IX, and are given the chance.

Any boy in the city who has passed Entrance or has been recom-
mended may attend the Technical School, provided he lives outside a
Junior High School area. This change was made by the School Board
g last year.

- Lvery Junior High School boy on entering Grade X can choose
the Technical School.  All High School boys in Grades 1X and X may
also switch to the Technical. Provision has been made for all such
changes, and all can find that they fit in on switching over.

| A factor that will recommend the school to many parents is the
knowledge that it is a school for boys., There is no girl complex to
upset the serenity of the young livies of the boys. We have 40 men
ok | on the staff, all experienced in school work, and 35 of them married,
and experienced in another way.

- - The Technical School is a human school where understanding
¢ S exists between teacher and student, and where the principles of good
| ~citizenship are inculcated in scason and out of season. The school
has a very definite place in the life of the community, and its worth
1s at last beginning to be appreciated by the community at large.
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IN any “discussion of educational problems. we can be r :asonably
o Tosure that the speaker or writer, at some point in his dissertation.
wo-ooowill state that- the first consideration- of the school should alwa ys be
given to the pupil. - The basis of all modern improvements in either
~ .. teaching method, teaching equipment or school organization has been

~ o thetwelfare of ‘the individual pupil, and we are constantly striving
s - to make the school a place where each child:will have the opp ortunity
ti 0o to develop 'to the utmost’ whatever:abilities he may have under con-.

7w ditions that will make school a pleasant place, and learning: or self-
. improvement a desirable thing. .Our'avowed aim in all this.is to:turn .. = . |
# ... outof oureducational instiutions a product which will be better fitted - |

. themand, by turning all our attention to the child and his needs, to 1
- help improve the conditions under which future generations will live =« o s

.- and work." Too often, however, those in authority forget that the ~ - | .0
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el s being arrived-at. It also means that-in a_school on the platoon

S ::'.‘_-.__.'_'_-‘_'}'-fj'};.-'.:{pla.___lj,__'_.jall-fisp_eci_a_1__-';- teachers must be included in the ‘averaging of pupils.
Cher - 1fa" school-ha
1 ‘then only 19 classes may be organized and these will average 42

child is only one part of our ceducational system and that he cannot
progress properly without the guidance of a teacher who is properly
qualified, both academically and by nature, to help the young scarcher
reach the goal at which he is aiming. It is, therefore, just as 1m-
portant that teaching conditions should be such that the teacher may
make the very most of his or her own abilities with a minimum
cxpenditure of time and energy. This has long been the atim of those
engaged in our industrial world, where every great invention and
improvement has resulted in a decrease in the expenditure of human
power and a more efficient use of machine power.  Why, then, should {'
we not try to conserve the much more valuable power of a good
teacher by making it possible for us to usec it effectively over a :
orcater length of time and with better results in achievement during

that time? By making the! work of the teacher more effective we
are really improving the conditicns for the pupils, and the more dith-
o cult it is for the teacher to do satisfactory work the more likely 15
o the final result of our school work to be unsatisfactory.,
| In this regard it is the writer's opinion that the powers-that-be
S have shown themselves vi v short-sighted in their attitude towards
DU the teacher-load in the « cmentary schools. 1 do not think that
N anvone will object to the statement that the guidance of a good __f
I teacher is more necessary in the first five or six years of a child’s |
R school life than at any other stage of his education. These ave the
o years when the pupil cannot stand upon his own feet and when all
T his activities must be directed by the teacher. These, too, are the
i years when individual attention.will bhring the best results and will
B also lessen the necessity for such attention at a later time. In the
S ‘establishment of our special classes we have recognized the fact that I
IR E "~ children of low mentality cannot be dealt with effectively in large o
SR ‘groups and the same principle should apply to children in the lower i
iy . grades who, while mentally normal, are at the same time mentally 4
. immature and very lacking in the powers of reasoning and apper- §
oot ception. | As the child’s power increases and the more he becomes i
oo cable to help himself, the. more the teacher tends to become a mere . o
=i guide or even a lecturer, and the greater is the number of pupils he ) i o ey
XSS S . should be able to handle successfully. We see this exemplified i o S (R
SRS N .. '___'z'f’nia_n’}'-_'_;()f_-_,b'u_r'__l_:i'rger____uniif_e_rsit_i_es_;__w_h_ére classes running up to 100 are A | | B
o booc o0 In the public schools of British Columbia, however, the reverse 1s 4
Coiieebiti U0 the. practices: -Section 142-of, the School Act. dehnitely states that .
Coedinan o classes i n the elementary schools must average 40 pupils per teacher,
©oehPiie T yhiledin:all other types of schools they need average only 34 per
1 teacher. Note, please, that this is an average of 40 per teacher, not
Il 40 per class.. It means that'in a large school, where the principal is
Coime o free forst pervising, lie. must be included when the number of classes-

Co1f7a sek jas:a pupil population of 800, it is allowed 20 teachers,
~including the principal.. . If he‘happens to be. a supervising principal,
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pupils cach. Anyone who has organized, or helped, to organize, an
clementary school knows that the number of pupils in the various
grades 1s not equal and that it is quite impossible to make all classes
the same size without mixing grades very considerably or using
excessive retardation or acceleration. The result is that we have
elementary classes in all the grades containing from 40 to 50 pupils.
The last annual report for British Columbia shows class after class
of this size, with many Grade 1 groups running up to 50. In Vancou-
ver City alone there were 126 classes in the first six orades contuin-
ing from 43 to 51 pupils, and just as many with from 40 to 43. The
most of these were in the primary grades where, if anywhere, a
small group is advisable. Anyone who has had any experience or
knowledge of primary teaching must admit that such a practice is,
in the long run, bound to be detrimental to our educational system.,
No recetving teacher can stand the strain, both physical and mental.
of handling such large numbers of immature children year after ycar,
It speaks volumes for the faithfulness and professional spirit of these
teachers that the index of retardation in Vancouver City has not
materially increased during the past few years. '

It has been offered as an argument that where a principa; has
been freed or partly freed for supervisory duties the regular teachers
should be able to work with larger groups of pupllq There may be
logic in this but the writer is too dense to see it. Just how a prin-
cipal, by being able to visit a class more often, can make it any
casier for a teacher to handle 45 pupils, day in day out for a full term,
is beyond my comprehension. It should, however, work equally as
well in a Junior or Semor ngh Schoo] wher’e the prmmpql 1S alsc:

o fI ee full or part time.

5

It has-also been drgued that tl]L btab]mhment of special classes in
our larger centres has taken out of the regular classes those of low
'nwntallty and that therefore the teacher of the regular class should
find it easy to teach, say, 50 pupils. There would be some reason in

_'_thlS statement, if our specml classes went far enough—but they do
“not. They have, of economic necessity in Vancouver at least, taken
‘only the extreme cases and have left behind many children of definite
“--l()w mentallty and all the borderline and slow, normal cases. - These
- latter really require more of the regular teacher’s time and-energy-
than would the definitely blll)l‘lOI'l]lEll since the conscientious teacher
- knows that by dint of much effort and l)atlence such children can be

brOUght to the. prOper ‘standard and promoted So the establishment
s oof sl)er:lal classes is not a l(,gltmlate argument for larger elementary
- groups. It cuts the other way as well, since Junior and Senior High
- o classes are also free from- this type: of pupil.and the Senior High, at
_'.-"'.:'.'j-"’-.'--least does not contain'as many of the dull notrmal or borderline Laseb '
L '1 great many of. whom drop out beiore. rcachmg Grades X or XI..
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“The’ regulatmn as to size of classes was, no ‘doubt, made in tlu,."

""_ﬁ-__"'_'_:';;'}r-"'j."__f;."--_lntcrests of economy, and it was certamly made by people who lack
~oan understandmg of what real economy-is. In the long run it is. qulte

- likely to cost the’ 1)1'0\':111(:& ‘more in retardation and broken- health-in

.- teachers than it may have saved to date. It is just a question of how

o long elementary teachers can contmuc to work at full s.-.p(,ed an(l btl”
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continue te maintain the record they have already set. No man-made
machine is ever expected to operate at full power for any great length
of time, but evidently teacher power is not as valuable 1 some eyes
as machine power.

In all this 1 am not advocating, that therce be an increasc in the
size of classes in the Junior and Senior High schouols. "That would
hot relieve the situation in the Elementary school and no elementary

Leacher wants to see it brought about. At least, those responsible

for the present ruling should be consistent and reduce the required num-

5_ her for Grades VII and VI in the Elementary schools to a par with "
the same grades in the Junior High, I the Junior High teacher can

he expected to handle only an average of 34 pupils, why should the
lementary teacher be expected to work with from 40 to 50 and at
the same time teach all the subjects in the curriculum? 1 am quite
cure that the Grade V1I and VIII teachers in the LElementary school :
would be quite willing to carry on with their present numbers if only
some relief could be given to their sister-workers in the lower grades.
The classes in the Junior and Senior High Schools are none too small
fo- effective teaching and what is wanted is a lowering of the aver-
age in the Elementary School to at least the same level as the others.
Is it too much to hope that the presence in our Legislature of several
people with a real understanding of teachers’ problems will soon
result in a change being made in this regulation in the near future?
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- Ramblings of Paidagogos

 THE SECRET OF “DAVID GRAHAM”

-7 AST month I wrote about a man whom I called “Graham,’ ‘and
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-7 although there has never been any continuity in these ramblings, -
©.I.am:going to write about him,again. 1 feel that I did him a great

. deal less than justice, and so I must perplex. myself with an inquiry E

L - into the secret ‘of his persuasiveness. ‘For there can be no manner of S

wob o v doubt that he'was a.persuasive ‘man—since he persuaded boys of S o

.1 fourteen that Virgil and Homer were creatures of flesh and blood, - o

foy 7 and ‘not . academic, fictions invented to grind the faces and curb the .

O ~enthusiasms’of the young. . - - - . Ul T g “} |
Loy oo o Tirst ofrall, Graham was ‘a’singularly winning man. -This is now N S
~ooyo oo omy- chiefrimpression: of him,  His personality. was radiant “without .
LR i being: demonstrative, ‘his:infrequent smile conveyed an -indescribabie o s
"7 kindliness and understanding. There is no question that he had found =
; ST an essential harmony.of:soul, that his teaching was a channel through ~ EE S
7" owhich this:harmony was expressed. He enjoyed every moment, and - B
- iivevery. aspect of hisiwo rk. o e LT g S
e <1 Then he was a classicist in_the true sense, which is to say that E S
o thel ancient :writing s stirred under his touch into _the pulsing cand 1 RIS R
bt generous life.o f the past.* He had the power to arouse heroic figures - - 1 :
1 from their sleep of centuries, and to people the classroom with | -
.7 Page Twemty-cight . .~ . THE B.C.TEACHER g T T B L L G
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tumultuous men. They strode forth fmm our dog-carced books and
exhorted us in tones of nobility and passion. A mighty inspiration S 1
was there. For a little while we shared in their manhood and thrilled " R
to their valor. And this is teaching,

It seems rather a descent to say now that Graham was uniformly

courteous, vet this courtesy of his was a great part of lhis secret.

Good manners, I am sorry to report, were not the prevailing mode | | o
5 - 1n the Scottish high schools of my time. It was believed then that | - | R
. there is an immemorial deviliry in the young, a {ull' measure of N
I orizinal sin, and it was held that a harsh umemlttmg discipline was S
" not only a scholastic necessity but also a pious duty—to the thor- | | | | | R
| uufrh-cromg performances of which duty, I am prepared to bear
~ ample witness. | | . | P
R But with Graham th(.. problem never secemed to arise. His own | ‘ | L 1
|

t

N  enthusiasm was so genuine and his own character so virile that we
- came into his room with an eagernesa quite out of keeping with our
customary resignation. “Graham’s period next,” we would comfort | __ D
ourselves as we endured the tedmm of some other class, and we j | o P
looked forward to Latin or Greek in much the same spirit that we | S D 1
cntered upen a game of rugby football. | ﬁ | | - - DN S
 Perhaps the term “intrinsic discipline” is descriptive (_nough But o o | I S
“this must be understood to be an outgrowth of character and not the '- - | | B
effect of some subtle teehmque (,crtaml) it is no educational
'.--_nostrum B e R _ | _ x ; | | _. | | AR
. Tosay that Gralmm was uwmmbl) just, that he bubscnbed to the . | | S R R
~ doctrine of work, that he marked our exercises to the last accent, | | o | I S
- that in his qmckenmg of interest. he never. lost 51ght of relevancy—
. to say. all this is needlcss, since it is only an expression of what has
.~ gone bhefore. ‘The, Cl‘llld may be father to the ‘man, but the man 1s
"._-father to. the teacher a - . -

S § have often asked myself 110w much Graham knew of pedagogl- '_
'-'_'_Lal theory. - In the strict sence, I.suppose he knew very-llttle. He
coe s hads probably never put his- PI‘OfEbSlOI‘l'l] credo’ into systematic form )
_w_ﬁ..o that it remained vague and resiliant: and a little whimsical, For - .. | T e s T
"~ et nothmg is. more ‘devastating to formalism. than’ humor, and Gralmm S RO S S P IR SR LT
slteeie oNever: mistook the shadow of his own proportions: for the substance. . f 7T o
- “‘But_he -understood boys and he. understood the elaqsms—'md a]l_: SO FE L A WU TR A e
the I)e(lagogxcal theory n. the world gives \fay to that e cEal T Y P e T R s IS
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“The reader will perhaps Dbe wondering what Graham looked 11Le
q- not ‘because it matters in:the least, but- because we are’ rarely satis=~
b _ ﬁed with abstractions. He could have been hump- -backed .and cmss-f’; R
** +eyed for all-of mel’ But his. Ol}rmplans ‘had: been reasonably.good . o D S
“ooto himis He'was a fatr and rudd}' man of middle height, lmwerfully
£ bullt. and’ giving. an: unpress:on of- unusual physical ﬁtness._. Helwas o0 n o o T R | o :
2o e kindtof Y man—libéra’-me; O Domme I—whd would gEt mto D T T e
: tmglmg glow after’ takmg Q- cold Dbath:i in the MOTRING. "7 T FEap s U e inae b i p e
Ll ~“But.what after all ‘does: the outward man SIgnlf}’ ?——somethmg 1‘10]}7{ T R e e T T e
dOllbt ])ut htt]e. Be rond and above ever}rthlng e]se Davzd Grah-un ,, ..
was-a’ teacher-—-whlch includes: both ‘the scholar: and the’ gentlem'm SETE T TR T L s LR e e T e
I would be glad today to touch the hem of hls garment o VR e T e e B DR D e e g e T e
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HL" l\uml l)cpmtmcm takes 1)1c'1>nre in prc%ntmg a sct 6i
e ol)servatlons and reccminendations for rural high scheols, pre- ] ) ,
: .., sented by Frank \Vxlson of Matsqui.. Mr. Wilsom is. pX‘h.Cl'/ll of the =77 PR - o P
PR - High School there-and speaks from: the heart. : Nothing, newever, - , T c '
T would plegse. him more than discussion or. even disigreement from ) ‘ )
_ readers of the“B. C. Teacher,” soif you (hsagrcc en(* in your views.” - e ST s L A )
- % - -.to the department. The response to “the Chrlstmas appcul has . 7 E S A A
© .77 incréased during the last month and the standard papérs will ire feady” SR L ST S
e - for distribution about the end of March. Al those who have cerfes- = 7 1 e T L. ‘ SR
I‘{md(.d with the departniént will receive copies; and any others who P B ‘ o
. T wislite receive them,-néed only drop “ine tor 1300 Robson “Street. PR : E . Rcs
7., .- Copies;will.also bel w'ul:l.l)lc at ‘th(. Easter ((m\'um(m bt plc:mc do aEe — : - . T

Jr mot. dela .that jong, 3 g e i - : ST T
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e Y __,f‘\nd npw--\h' Frank- \Vllson——» T e v.,.'” LT P BT ¥

it RURAL HIGH SCHOOL RECOMMENDATIONS e o

; lhc small l\u.':n ngh School con’v’ ues to be the Cmdcrella of 7t T o L )
. 'n\*Ldugangnal svstem. The-Cnriciment of ‘the course of studies, : Lo i T T
the (lt’! duétion~cf’ ‘additional subjects,;the possibilities of optlmml' - w7 i T
veourséd of a practlcal fiature to offset the undu]) azademic nature of
‘old.zourse hdve all: -passed it:by, leaving in their wake nothing but L
atcsJoad oi compulsory (r"ademxc subjects to be handled by the o
two; three or four teoc]n.rs ‘as ths case might bc. ‘
& e i, ,

i It 5 no~ e\aggeratlon to “m} that thé changes in the course of
stud.es, which have takei ‘place; i the-last five years have reduced
the: ﬂ'\lblhty of " the, small Rural Schoot and. made. it evel’ more .
- difficult’to adapt it to the Ticeds of the great mass of the pupils. The
Normal Scheol dummds special Anthmetu., Health and Geography
“to:be included in the fina] examinations, and since every Rural School
“‘contains” ‘prospective . ‘Normal . students, they have. 'to be taught.

\iatrlculatxon reqmrements have been inicreased by the addition of
. compulsory grammar,and as most schools Have at ]east one.matricu-.
lating ‘pupil each year it, too, has to be taught. To'a school with a” '
small staff this'increase in, deﬁmtelv acadenuc load- h'x: decreased its- e SR

b s, F
5

il B war

v

R N B

: Su'ch a sma]l percentage of the pupxls of the avcrage bl'ﬂ'l“ ngh : o8 1 . o A
School intend to ‘entér University and.Normal: that/ it -is- dzfinitely. I S ‘ :
'unfalr that the lion’ s share-of-tke teaching. eﬁort in t]le school should STy

inin the commumty to work/at one form or. an()ther of pract.cal
endeavourrshould have some; mﬂa 'nce ‘upon. the type of work donc




s ) Jin the Rural School. Lwould go so far as to say that those pupils
e \\'lm arezreally. satisfactory Umiversity or Normal material ought to
- e able 16 do a good deal of fending for themsclves. They should not

fooe A l‘equnc arduous drilling, from the teacher. Persons. without good

e e intelligence and- mtellectudl enthusiasm are wasting thenr own time
e ... and othe" people at University or Normal. '

R © The othu aspect of thc,(lllhcult\' is that most Rural High Sehool

rachers have had a pureiy academic tral ning, and so arce hardly fitted
even if they were melme(l, to-tackle some of the more pmctlcal sub-
. jects.  They. therefore continue to do a thoroughly conscientious
' academic )ol) and leave the ‘more practical minded pupil to extract
*vhat nourishment he can from a diet of pure book work.

e

- Some solution to- these dithculties needs urgently to be found.
\l\ suggestions are as follows:

~
Bt

L %

(1) That the small Rural High School. say, up to four teachers. -
be recognized as a branch of the educational system with peculiar - : -
problems demanding separate consideration, and  that  possibly some S T
Department official should act as Superintendent of Rural High ’
Schools, the duties of this ofiicial to be'the consideration of ‘Rural-
High School curriculum, course of studies and staff, with a view to - S ' Lo
hrmgmg such schools into closer rel'ltlonslnp \vnh the needs of :

M

rural COiﬂlHul‘lltl(.'s ’ 2 . i - . y

(2): I'nat it be recogmzed that the Hrgh School teacher for such A
small Rural Schools” should have special quallﬁcatrons for the.work. . = * S - p
“In ‘most small schodis the employment,. of -a specialist - in. Manual. .- - @ <7 ‘ }
Training, Home Economics; or. Agriculture is out. of the quest;on s L ’ , ‘ : S
The only way in which- thew subjects might befiandled is through CoT Coey o
teachers \\'ho had practical irterests in addition te acadeniic training. T ) '
Most men teachers with a training in science or-agriculture colud P )
“quickly - train”themselves=to “teach, say,. Boochepmg Agrxcultur O a T e
and the elements” of Manua [ 'lrammnr A good practizai’. wom.m— R
teacher could casily learn sufficient of “the elements of Hone Econ- . R —
omics; partleularl) sevring -and the: principles of 'home deeor'mnn to - - e : , :
enal,le her to l)e of ‘great help “to the’ gxrl< in theischooj. B I R T /IR g ; oL

- Of. course this- 1mplleq that the Rur'll lerh School teuher 15 to,
“~“hecome somethmg of an ‘Admirable L,rlchton ‘and that Rural High _ o .
" Scheol teaching be’ made sufficiently attractive to encourage teachers’ =~ & & .0 ' o :

to accept it as a branch of their professxon to’be prepared for: care-: D ; ' L
~fully andVorthy of/thzir continued /efiirt. 'So long as thé'cities have' “ 7 o . o
“salary schedules and the ‘country”schools none so long will“the aim+«~ -+ ¢ e . : . SR
a d ob_lectv £ the Rural teacher l)e to leave as soon-as’ possrl)lc Dot e

cate to be gran ed 'to men” teal*llers capable “of teachmg bookl\eepmg,
_ Agriculture ‘and *Manual” mmmg, ‘say,” and -to. women mpable of
‘teacl}mg Applied Art,-Sewing or 'some other of the:practical homié
",",'ll‘ta, n -both-cases overland above the regular academlc qualxﬁcatmns i




recognize that the Rural High School has a duty to the pupils who
do not proceed to these institutions.” These institutions have every
vight to insist that pupils coming to them should be intelligent and
hard working, but they are surely overstepping their rights when

_they insist upon such a multiplicity of compulsory subjects. There
i no evidence to show that a high standing in a few subjects 1s not

as effective a criterion for sclecting students of inteliigence and
energy as the ability to pass a large number of subjects.

{4) Given a number of Rural High School teachers who are cap-
able of handling the more practical subjects, it should be recognized
that the Matriculation subjects have no prior c¢laim, to school time.
The small school should probably be allowed to shift a certain
amount of the Matriculation preéparation to the correspondence
course department. A student who is really fit to Matriculate does
not require spoon feeding:

(5) Whether the above recommendations are agreed with or not
it is essential that the problems of the Rural High School be hrought
more to the fore and be given more consideration. 1t is high time
that this Cinderella threw off her outworn rags, for she is just as
comely as her more favored sisters.

To conclude, I would suggest that it is possible to do something
now, whether these suggestions are ever put into operation or not.
At Matsqui we bought a sewirg machine from the proceeds of a
school play, and now a good lady from the village who is an expert
dressmaker, comes once a weck to teach a class of girls. They get
no “credit” for the work, but that is a small matter. They do learn
to sew. In alternate years I put on a course in Beekkeeping on a

similar. basis.

The abnormal must always be felt,lalthoug.h it may rarely form the

- ‘subject ¢f a picture or poem. -To make the abnormal ever visible and

obtrusively present is to violate the harmony of - Nature;'to avoid the

- abiiormal is to.introduce a fatal accenc of insincerity. . ...  Therefore it

may be said that. the final achievement of genius is the introduction and ..

- artistic use of the abnormal.—George Maore, Impressions and. O pinions:
" Balzac. TN S : o
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