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N I N E T E E N H U N D R E D A N D F O R T Y 
A T T E M P T I N G to peer into the inscrutable darkness of the incoming 

year, ten thousand times ten thousand people are echoing the ancient 
query, "Watchman! What of the night?" and hearing an inigmatical reply: 
"The morning cometh, and also the night. If ye will inquire, inquire ye!" 

Twenty years ago last May, Will Dyson, cartoonist to The Daily 
Mail, similarly peered into 1940. 

In a cartoon published on May 17, 1919, Dyson portrayed Clemen-
ceau, followed by Wilson, Sonnino and Lloyd George, emerging from the 
hall where they had just dictated the Treaty of Versailles. Clemenceau 
was remarking, "Strange! I seem to hear a child weeping." Beyond a 
concealing pillar stood a beautiful naked child, in tears. A n inscription 
identified it as "1940 Class"! 

The Editor of The B. C. Teacher can compete neither with Isaiah nor 
with Dyson and, looking ahead, he sees little light. From one glimmering 
taper, however, he derives comfort which he would fain share with his 
readers. 

The most hopeful thing evident in the whole current situation is 
the different attitude toward war that has become a commonplace within 
a generation. We may well believe that never before in the world's history 
has so profound and significant a spiritual revolution re-oriented the think
ing of so many million people. 

Today, few indeed see in war the alluring adventure that many 
imagined they saw in it in 1914. We know better what war does to 
men; to those who die and, alas, to those who live. 

Already our first divisions have sailed away. Just as brave as their 
fathers and uncles who sailed away the year that these lads were born; 
just as loyal to those sacred things for which we love to think that, in an 
especial sense, our empire stands; just as ready to face whatever torture 
of mind and body the sadism of the world can produce; just as ready 
to do their bit, however repugnant it may be; to do their duty as they 
see it—but knowing it to be a horrible and inhuman duty; undismayed 
but disillusioned. God bless them I 

Wars fought and won in a spirit that does not seek to brace itself 
for battle by spiritual opiates or intoxicants may indeed issue in conse
quence that will dry the tears of 1940. 

'Trust God; see all; nor be afraid." Very Browningesque and 
Victorian, to be sure; but not necessarily outdated on that account. And, 
no, Mr. Marx, it is not out of the opium phial; we respect you greatly 
as an authority in your own field, but it is not the pharmaceutics of 
the soul. 

At all events, The B. C. Teacher, in company with the King and Miss 
Haskin, thinks that we had best face the darkness and uncertainty of to
morrow, putting our hand into the hand of God. 

"That shall be to you better than light and safer than the known way". 
A doctrine as easy for its proponents to abuse as for its opponents 

to satirize; and yet— 
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Free for the asking, this valuable booklet, 
"Style in Light Conditioning", gives new 
developments in lighting, qualities to look 
for in lumps and fixtures, and how to 
achieve the best lighting effects. Phone or 
write the Publicity Department, B. C . 
Electric, Vancouver, for your free copy! 

B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A E L E C T R I C 
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C A N A D I A N C O U N C I L F O R E D U C A T I O N A L R E S E A R C H 
r T " l H I R T Y - S E V E N years ago a young teacher—who is now editor of this 

journal—had the interesting experience of assisting at an Ottawa con
ference of educators representing all parts of this Dominion. The most 
important business on the agenda had to do with plans for the formation 
of some central body or authority that could carry on educational research 
and keep the several provinces of Canada in touch with each other's 
problems and conditions. 

Some 17 years later this same youngster, then no longer quite so young, 
played his part in a somewhat similar national conference held at Winnipeg 
in 1919. That was a convention which will never be forgotten by any who 
attended it. An outstanding aim of those behind the movement was, once 
more, the organization of some sort of federal body for the collection and 
publication of educational statistics and other data that might provide 
guidance for educational leaders in all parts of Canada and particularly for 
those interested in educational research. Both these efforts failed. However, 
if you keep on failing often enough and long enough you may succeed. 
Maybe the failure of those earlier attempts was more apparent than real. 

, Never really forgotten, the old dream was actively revived half a dozen 
years ago and this time the result is a Canadian Council for Educational 
Research. Soon after the happy event The B. C. Teacher recorded the 
birth, on August 6th, 1938, of this new organization so long and eagerly 
desired. 

Recently we published a letter from Dr. H . B. King, a member of 
this recently created Canadian Council for Educational Research, who has 
been authorized to serve as chairman of a British Columbia Advisory 
Committee. The provincial body consists of Dr. King, Mr. R. Straight, 
Dr. J . M . Ewing, Dr. Maxwell Cameron, Dr. C. B. Conway, and Mr. J . M . 
Thomas, the representative of British Columbia Teachers' Federation, 
chosen at the executive meeting on Octobei 21st. Dr. Conway of the 
Department of Education is the secretary of the committee operating in 
this province. 

We learn that the Canadian Council for Educational Research will have 
several thousands dollars at its disposal with which to finance the study of 
problems of manifest educational importance. 

Heaven knows that we have plenty of problems calling for research! 
A major objective of our schools is the creation of good reading habits. 

As Mr. E . W. Reid made sol devastatingly evident in his witty article 
published last autumn in The B. C. Teacher, this objective is failing of 
attainment in a disconcertingly large proportion of cases. Even when we 
turn out a student with a well-founded habit of intelligent reading we 
never know just how it was done nor whether, in the last analysis, we as 
teachers made any very important contribution to it. Maybe cur methods 
are wrong.- There is no doubt whatever that those most discontented over 
the results of their labours include all.the best teachers of English in this 
province. Perhaps the Council of Educational Research will subsidize 
somebody to investigate this problem for us. 

If we are to take proper advantage of our emancipation from the 
tyranny of the old-time examination, having swept and garnished our pro
gramme of studies, we must take care lest the evil spirit which we have 
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exorcised be replaced by seven other devils worse than himself. This will 
mean, among other things, that we must frame and properly standardize 
whole batteries'of new type tests adapted to our course of studies and to 
social and educational conditions in British Columbia. Most objective tests 
to date are very defective indeed; others admirable in themselves are 
unsuitable for use in Canada. Perhaps the Council of Educational 
Research will'enable somebody to equip the classroom teacher with such 
tests as he requires, cannot secure elsewhere and has neither the time nor 
the training to prepare for himself. 

It would be very easy to suggest other investigations that are cryingly 
necessary and that are unlikely to be carried to successful completion with
out some such aid as that which the Council for Educational Research 
is offering. 

The B. C. Teacher hopes that there may be members of this Federation 
among those research students whom the Council is prepared to help and 
who in turn may thus be enabled to help tlie rest of us. 

In February we hope to find space for an article, written by Dr. Peter 
Sandiford and submitted to us by the Canadian Teachers' Federation, rein
forcing and supplementing what Dr. King and Tlie B. C. Teacher have 
had to say in connection with this important enterprise. 

F E D E R A T I O N F I N A N C E S 
T T N T I L the next payday following the Christmas holidays, a con-

siderable number of teachers are likely to be in a position to give 
expert evidence on the matter of financial shortages. Accordingly, 
maybe this is the wrong time to talk about the financial outlook of 
our Federation. Maybe, on the other hand, this is the very time 
when such a topic may receive most intelligent consideration. 

To be sure, the Federation is better off than most of its members 
in that it has a substantial reserve fund upon which to finance when 
current income fails to balance current expenditure. That little 
reserve fund of ours is a very comforting thing-. However, if it is to 
remain equally comforting in years to come, it is obvious that we 
must not draw upon it too heavily or often. 

We may just as well face the fact that if we are to maintain the 
varied services which its members have learned to expect from the 
British Columbia Teachers' Federation, we must increase its income. 
That raises the whole question of the revision of membership dues. 

Bagehot is authority for the statement that in taxation there is 
only one guiding principle that is at all widely recognized. It is the 
rule of Kilkenny Fair: "When you see a head, hit it". A t all events, 
that seems to be the rule by which we have hitherto been guided. 
In the differentiation of the membership fees of teachers in receipt of 
widely varying salaries there is no very evident principle of equity 
to be discovered. 

Perhaps the Federation will see fit to endorse a suggestion 
recently put forward by its Finance Committee that fees consist of 
the same definite proportion of the teacher's salary irrespective of 
the amount of the latter. 

4 
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For convenience, the school year may be reckoned as 200 days. 
If each member were contributing1 one day's pay or one-half of one 
per cent of his salary, the income of the Federation would this year 
become approximately $21,500.00,—which would take care of our 
budget and very substantially reduce our 1938-1939 deficit, if not wipe 
it out. On the other hand, financing on our present scale of fees, the 
Finance Committee envisages a deficit of $1,000.00 when our present 
draft on reserves is taken care of. A l l that is providing- that the 
Federation does not have to face any considerable extraordinary 
expenditure; a proviso somewhat disconcerting to those who under
stand the exceptional problems with which the Federation is at 
present confronted. 

Certainly, it is high time that we were all giving this matter our 
serious and sympathetic consideration. What we get out of the 
Federation depends absolutely upon what we put into the Federation. 

Do you remember your Emerson? 

"What will you have?" quoth God. "Pay for it and take it". 

O B I T E R D I C T A 
T N the first issue of Tlie B. C. Teacher after war was declared, this 

journal published an editorial note embodying "a friendly word of 
caution intended to prevent individual teachers from incurring criticism 
harmful to themselves and to the general teaching body". The B. C. 
Teacher reported that complaints had already been registered regarding 
teachers who had expressed views that were thought improper in the light 
of conditions incidental to war and of the provisions of the act to prevent 
anything that might impede recruiting. The Federation has been officially 
advised of only two such charges but it is currently reported that several 
others have been brought to the attention of the authorities. It is safe 
to say that such allegations leave much more than 99 per cent of the 
teaching body unaccused and that in other cases the complaints have been 
ill founded. Elsewhere in this number we publish a message from the 
Minister of Education—already published in the daily press—reiterating 
the admonition enjoining the exercise of discretion.'. Iii a subsequent 
message Dr. Weir made it clear that he was not questioning the loyalty of 
anyone but was simply endeavoring to put teachers on guard against any 
utterance that might bring them under the Canada War Measures Act. 
As said in our September issue, "let us remember that a very innocent 
remark may. unwittingly be transformed into something very serious in 
the course of thttkind of reporting to whichAnchool teachers are subjected". 

T B J H B P H O X T J B ! S E T . 5 3 3 4 0 A B 8 A S S I B T J O X I 

A. B. BALDERSTON LIMITED 
, AUTHORIZED 70BD D E A L E R 

1190 CT2BT OBOBOIA ST. taA 9 K B S B W A Y VA'iCQimiU, B . O. 
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Our Magazine Table 

HA P P Y New Year willi all tlie trim
mings—and seeing that we're now 

"talking turkey" I hereby resolve from 
this moment not to remind you more 
than once a month about saving yourself 
some money by subscribing to your 
favorite professional magazine through 
the agency conducted on a non-profit 
basis by The B. C. Teacher. Mr . J . K. 
Leask, 3555 West Fourteenth Avenue, 
Vancouver, is the man responsible for 
this special service department and thc 
beginning of a new year is the logical 
moment to put into immediate effect that 
subconscious resolve to make the next 
twelve months professionally satisfactory 
by keeping abreast of the educational 
times. 

/-•.* * * * 

BY way of a good omen for financial
ly hard pressed Canadian publica

tions, we are most pleased to announce 
that the second issue of our good friend 
The Manitoba Teacher (229 Aubrey St., 
Winnipeg, Man.) official organ of the 
Manitoba Teachers' Federation, is off the 
press. And is it as crammed with good 
things as a Christmas pudding! Not the 
least important of the contributions are 
C. T. F. Bulletins, one and two, entitled, 
respectively, " A Living (?) Wage" and 
"Rich Man, Poor Man, Beggar Man, 
Teacher". 

» * * * 
r : | ' H E department known as "Beyond 

j . -*- Our .Bodies" mentions the definite 
ruling on the vexed question of home
work recently made by City Supcrin-
,'„indent H . N . MacCorkindale of Van
couver. There is also a legal department 
and a section called "Office Notes" which 
concludes the magazine. We thoroughly 
enjoyed the joke in this last section about 
the darky driver who was expert at pick
ing off flies which annoyed his horse, 
but carefully avoided any conflict with 
a nest of hornets because "dey is organ
ized". Too bad the few teachers still 
outside our Federation cannot be made 
to see the true import of that little story. 

•- * * * * 

A FACT a Day About Canada (Do
minion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, 

2Sc per annum (for October has much 
of importance to relate about "Germany's 
Second Four Year Plan," "Some: Reli
able Information About Russia," "Price 
Situation at Opening of Hostilities" and 
"Canada's Imports in September." 

WE read with much pleasure the Fro 
Rec Bulletin (604 Hall St., Van-

comer, B.C.) issued weekly by the B. C. 
Recreation Centres, lan Eisenhardt, 
Provincial Director; Paul Kozoolin, 
editor. Hearty congratulations on the 
"Stratospheric Heights" of the present 
membership in Pro-Kec ranks for 1939 
of 14,608. 

* * * * 

TH E Canadian edition of Under
standing thc Child (111 St. George 

Street, Toronto, Ont., 50c) for October 
is designed to tell briefly of the work 
carried on in Essex County, New Jer
sey, in the field of public education by 
the organized mental hygiene faculties 
of that county. 

* * * * 

TH E Dscember number of Thc Edu
cational Courier (Room 406, 30 

Hloor St. W., Toronto (official organ of 
the Ontario Public School Men Teachers' 
Federation and thc Federation of Women 
Teachers' Associations of Ontario, de
votes considerable spaco to the C. T. F. 
Conference and thc work of the Ontario 
Teachers' Council. 

* * * * 

HA V E you noticed that so far this 
month only Canadian publications 

have been mentioned in this department? 
To show that Canrda may well be proud 
of her many excellent educational 
periodicals we mention a > few more in a 
list by no means exhaustive: 

The School (Ontario College of Edu
cation, 371 Bloor St. West, Toronto, 
$1.50, both edition to one address, $2.25) 
prints two editions, one secondary, thc 
other elementary. In every number 
teachers of almost all subjects are sure 
to find much of immediate value to them. 

The Canadian Teacher (Educational 
Publishing Co. Ltd., 36 Shuter St., To
ronto 2, Ont., $2.00) always has a sec
tion devoted to art appreciation and an
other given over to current events but 
perhaps the outstanding "feature" of this 
very popular magazine is the hectograph 
section (48 pages!) complete with all 
necessary answers. 

World Affairs (224 Bloor St. \V„ To
ronto, $1.00) started life as a little "eight-
page" five years ago and since then has 
growm by merit alone to 18 pages—all 
reading matter and illustrations—with 
hopes for 20 pages in the near future. 
Teachers of social studies, why not sub
scribe to this fine little publication. Keep 
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it on file as a supplement to your present 
text and keep yourself up-to-date with
out fussing around with messy news
paper clippings. 

School Progress (2 College St., To
ronto, Ont., $1.00) states very accurately 
that it is a magazine for Canadian school 
executives and Canada educationists in
terested in educational organization, 
school administration and the promotion 
of education in Canada. 

Thc Educational Review (Barnes & 
Co. Ltd., St. John, N.B., $1.25), official 
organ of the New Brunswick Teachers' 
Association and thc Prince Edward 
Island Teachers' Federation, is devoted 
to advanced methods of education and 
general culture. Thc Review regularly 
contains a section written in French 
entitled "Pour Les Ecoles Francaiscs". 

Canadian School Journal (30 Bloor St., 
W., Toronto 5, $1.00) the official organ 
of the Ontario Educational Association 
publishes material of interest to all per
sons directly or indirectly connected 
with education. A l l profits are used to 
increase the'efficiency of the journal. 

Thc Manitoba School Journal (Lance 
Publishing Co. Ltd., 463 St. Mary's 
Road, Winnipeg, $1.00) goes to every 
teacher and school board in Manitoba. 
This journal features special series of 
articles on topics such as "The Cultural 
Resources of Manitoba" and various 
problems in the teaching of English. 

The A. T. A. Magazine (Imperial 
Bank Bldg., Edmonton, $1.50) official 
organ of the Alberta Teachers' Associa
tion is noted for its particularly well 
done editorial, the Departmental Bul
letin, the president's friendly news let
ter, the very palatable Teachers' Help 
Department, and many well-written 
articles of general interest to be found 
in every issue. 

We pause for breath rather than lack 
of material and journey "South of the 
Border" for a change: 

* * * •• 

V AMOS a Mexico begins and ends a 
letter that won second prize in the 

1939 Travel Contest conducted by The 
Instructor (F. A . Owen Publishing Co.) 

« * _ » * 

IN . our humble opinion "Pedagogy 
through Pictures" is one of the out

standing departments of Thc Journal of 
the. National Education Association of 
the United States (1201 Sixteenth St., 
N.W., Wash., D.C.; $2.00). But, of 
course, we arc known to be prejudiced 
whenever visual aids are used to clarify 
instruction, so you might like other fea
tures just as well, or even better. 

CO M M E R C I A L Teachers—attention! 
J'cmtsylvnnia School Journal (400 

North Third St., Harrisburg, Pcnn.; 
$2.00) lor October tells of an Interna
tional Artistic Typewriting Contest. In 
this contest design will be judged on the 
basis of uniqueness, originality and neat
ness, the winner to receive a miniature 
gold trophy. The best entry from each 
school submitting a group of twenty or 
more entries will receive a bronze medal. 
The entry coming the greatest distance 
will receive a bronze medal. Each entry 
must be accompanied by five cents to 
help defray the cost of conducting the 
contest. Entries should be sent flat to 
Julius Nelson, Sponsor, International 
Artistic Typing Contest, Windber High 
School, Windber, Pennsylvania, not later 
than May 1, 1940. 

* * * * 

ON E of the finest Armistice Day cere
monies of which we know is that 

being held yearly at the International 
Peace Arch at Blaine each November. 
Climaxing the proceedings, hundreds of 
American and Canadian children ex
change flags. A picture of the arch and 
the attending children adorns the cover 
of a recent issue of thc Washington 
Education Journal (Washington Educa
tion Association, 707 Lowman Building, 
Seattle, Wash.; $1.50). Some philanthro
pist should send a copy to one, Adolph 
Scknikelgrnber for a Xinas present! 

* * * * 

DR. Norman F. Black in a previous 
issue of Thc B. C. Teacher has com

mented so thoroughly on The J. U. T. 
Magazine, Jamaica's educational mouth
piece, that it would be folly for me to 
say anything more than to acknowledge 
receipt of copies for April, May, June 
and July and tc express the hope that 
Mr. C. T. Saunders, the Editor, will put 
us permanently on his mailing list. So 
much did we like thc articles on the de
cline of corporal punishment entitled 
"The School Disarms" that we hereby 
suggest it should be reprinted in full in 
some future number of our own maga
zine. 

* * * • • * 
"HT*HE Bulletin" as a name lor publi-

JL cations by Canadian teachers feder
ations seems highly favored. No fewer 
than three provincial teachers' organiza
tions, namely Saskatchewan, Ontario and 
Nova Scotia have adopted this same 
designation for their official magazines! 

The Bulletin (213 Canada Bldg., Sas
katoon, Sask.) for September deals with 
local organizations, convention resolu-
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tions and self-imposed salary minimum. 
The problem of the larger unit of school 
administration is dealt with in some de
tail. 

The Bulletin (Room 406, 30 Bloor St. 
VV., Toronto, Ont.) has an article on 
"The Canadian Council for Educational 
Research" by Professor Peter Sandiford 
in which Dr. H . B. King, Technical A d 
visor, Department of Education, British 
Columbia, is cited as a member repre
senting our province. Notes from the 
1939 conference of the Canadian Teach
ers' Federation present some interesting 
but appalling information with regard to 
teachers' salaries, especially teachers in 
rural schools. Among the new officers 
elected for 1939-40 we arc reminded that 
the second vice-president is Mi ' . J . M . 
Thomas. 

* * * * 
The Bulletin (Imperial Pub. Co., Ltd., 

612 Barrington St., Halifax) contains an 
important summary of reports on the 
curriculum and text books prescribed for 
schools in Nova Scotia. 

* * * * 
" A D U L T education is coming not 

only as an aid to the mechanic, 
not only as a spur to the scientist, but 

•it is_ coming as the cultural means of 
keeping parents ahead of their children 
and abreast of their own times." Thus 
reads a special feature article in Cana
dian School Journal (30 Bloor St. W., 
Toronto 5, $1.00). "Adult Truancy" is 
another article on somewhat the same 
theme. A page is devoted to "Great 

Radio Plays fcr the Season of 1939-40." 
Two articles stress religious education. 

* * * * 

SO M E T I M E S I think we do not de
vote enough space in this depart

ment to, such periodicals as Popular 
Homecraft (General Publishing Co. Inc., 
919 North Michigan Ave., Chicago, 111.; 
$2.50). Our only excuse is that few 
magazines of this nature have so far 
arrived at our table for dissection. At 
any rate whether one wishes to construct 
a honeymoon trailer, a sailing kayak, or 
merely i prosiac globe stand, consult the 
March-Apr'l number of this attractive 
"build-it-yourself" publication. 

* * + * 

JU S T try to pry me loose from the 
October number of School Arts (The 

Davis Press, Inc., Worcester, Mass.; 
$3.25). The reason, forsooth, is that 
various action toys are shown in cut out 
form. No, it is not a case of second 
childhood—merely an irresistible desire 
to try some Walt Disney animated car
toon "action" with my amateur movie 
camera! 

* * * * 

OW I N G to lack of space we are 
forced to wait until next month to 

comment on The Canadian Bookman, 
School Progress, The Journal of Geog
raphy, The Social Studies, Journal of 
Chemical Education, Music Educators 
Journal, Journal of Educational Re
search, The School Review, and many 
other welcome visitors to Our Magazine 
Table. 

CEASE FIRE! 
Some time during the next decade or so you 

are going to receive tho command to cease Are, stop! W H A T W U i l i YOT7B 
PB3TSXOH B B ? Unfortunately, many have witnessed pensions of faithful 
servants drastically reduced years after retirement, causing considerable 
hardship. For 68 years this company has lived up to Its guarantee to 
policyholders 100 per cent, and Is the largest annuity company In the world. 
You are under no obligation in enquiring about pensions. 

— •» — m—m M | (Please | tear oft and, mall) m m m m a 

' M B . O. O. G B A N G E B , 
S U N I . I P E A S S T T B A H O B OO. OT C A X T A 9 A , 

• A M O O V T O B , B . O. 
Bear S i r : 

Please send particulars of pension plan. 
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B. C. T. F. and Kindred Associations 

TH E strength of any organization, 
and more especially one such as 

ours, lies in its members. The good that 
can be accomplished by the British 
Columbia Teachers' Federation bears a 
close relationship to thc extent of its 
membership. You, by your loyalty and 
active support, help the B. C. T. F. to be 
of service to the entire profession in 
British Columbia. Why not help still 
further by enlisting thc aid of every 
other teacher of your acquaintance, par
ticularly in your own district? Make it 
your business to sec that everyone in 
ycur area is a member—it is in your 
interest to do so. The Membership Com
mittee will be glad to supply you with 
information and literature. 
Reminders: 

1. Fees and Sick Benefit contributions 
are overdue after December 31, 1939. 

2. Annual Convention Resolutions—A 
deadline has been set for the receipt of 
resolutions for the Annual Convention. 
No resolutions received later than Feb
ruary IS will be included in the list 
which will be compiled and mailed out 
prior to the Annual Convention. 
. 3. Annual Convention Pooling—Mem
ber.": whose fees are not paid on or before 
February IS will not be eligible to par
ticipate in pooling privileges at the 
Annual Convention. 

4. Lesson Aids—It was recommended 
at the Executive, meeting that each dis
trict take steps to secure a complete set 
of lesson aids which are available to 
B. C. T . F. members in order that the 
latter might have an opportunity to look 
them over and decide which would be of 
value to them. Local Association officers 
are requested to apply to the committee 
for.a set. 

5. Sabbatical Leave—Local Associa
tion executives should make a careful 
study of information regarding sabbati
cal leave which will be forwarded to 
them at an early date. 

6. Representation at Executive Meet
ings—All associations should sec to it 
that they are represented at all executive 
meetings so as to be fully informed 
regarding Federation activities. 

H I G H L I G H T S O F D E C E M B E R 
E X E C U T I V E M E E T I N G 

TH E business of the December Exec
utive meeting, which normally is 

completed in a single day, occupied two 

full days this yea,-, including evening 
sessions in each case lasting almost until 
midnight. Thc necessity for thc extra 
day's session was due to a lengthy and 
serious discussion on the important 
question of pensions. 

The report of Mr. Charlesworth and 
the Pensions Committee, numerous ques
tions by executive members, and the sub
sequent debate on this issue took up 
slightly more than a full day's session. 
The thoroughness with which the whole 
matter was studied and discussed is 
evidence of the sense of responsibility 
which is felt by the officers of the 
Federation with respect to teachers' 
pensions. 

The long discussion produced a series 
of resolutions which it is hoped will be 
of assistance in achieving tlie objective 
so much desired by thc teachers of thc 
province—the attainment of a satisfac
tory solution of the pensions problem. 

The first morning session was devoted 
to routine correspondence. A reply was 
made to the issues raised in an open 
letter, addressed to the President, which 
appeared in the December issue of Thc 
B. C. Teacher. Tlie explanatory resolu
tion, which was passed unanimously, is 
given below: 

"That the letter be received and 
acknowledged and the writer .be in
formed that the Executive notes with 
regret that there has been an unfortunate 
misunderstanding of our policy relative 
to the membership of enlisted teachers 
and that we welcome this opportunity of 
clarifying our attitude on the matter as 
follows: 

(a) That the Executive was unani
mously in favor of continuing thc 
membership^ of enlisted teachers. 

(b) That the issue upon which thc 
Executive divided was a point of 
Constitutional procedure. 

(c) That the Constitution Committee 
has been instructed to prepare thc 
necessary amendment to the Con
stitution to validate at the next 
annual meeting thc action taken by 
the Executive Committee in pass
ing the amendment to thc original 
motion. 

(d) That this motion be published in 
the January issue of the magazine 
and that a copy of this motion be 
sent to each enlisted member. 

Other matters dealt with by the Exec
utive were: 
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Use of Open Microphones in Classroom. 
The President reported on the progress 

made to eliminate abuses in the operation 
of open microphones. 

Sabbatical Leave 
Dr. Black reported on the steps which 

the Publicity Committee proposes to take 
to assist local associations in implement
ing the recommendations contained in the 
report of the joint Sabbatical Leave 
Committee, with a view to having 
teachers enjoy leave of absence for 
study and travel in the not too distant 
future. 

Re Summer Session Courses 
The Executive passed a motion ex

pressing its appreciation to the Univer
sity of British Columbia Senate and the 
Director of the Summer Session of the 
recent changes which makes it possible 
for teachers to major in geography. 

A resolution requesting that academic 
credit be. given in the course on Remed
ial Reading to be given at (lie summer 
session was also passed. 

The recommendation of the Summer 
Session Committee requesting that the 
same credit be given for similar courses 
offered at the Depaitment Summer 
School as is given at the University of 
British Columbia Summer Session was 
unanimously endorsed by the Executive. 

Annual Convention 
Many recommendations of the Con

sultative Committee designed to improve 
the annual convention were accepted and 
referred to the Convention Committee 
for action. It is anticipated that the 
elimination of certain convention func-

. tions will ensure sufficient time for con
sideration of those business matters 
which are of vital importance to the 
teachers of the province. 

Many other items of routine business, 
too numerous to be recorded here, were 
considered and dealt with. 

At the end of two very strenuous 
days, Executive returned to their homes 
with a justifiable feeling ot satisfaction 
that a great deal of valuable work had 
been accomplished in the interests of 
their colleagues. 

S L O C A N T E A C H E R S O R G A N I Z E D 

IN the delightfully informal atmos
phere which prevailed the-subject 

naturally veered around to teaching. 
Stimulated by delicious sea-food sand
wiches, slabs of chocolate cake and cups 
of fragrant coffee served by Mrs. Hum
phrey and Miss Kcnnett, not to mention 
clouds of smoke emitted by the male 

members of the assembly, cogent ideas 
took -shape. Where there is smoke there 
is fire. On the stroke of midnight the 
Slocan Local of the British Columbia 
Teachers' Federation was born, the 
brain-child of Mr. James Kcenan of 
New Denver. 

Officers chosen were: President, Mr. 
L. Grodski; vice-president, Miss Edith 
Taltrie; secretary-treasurer, Mr. W. R. 
F. Seal;; key-man, Mr. T. J. Kcenan. 

The sentiment of the meeting was, in 
general, to endorse the principles of the 
li. T. F., and, specifically, to take 
advantage of lesson aids prepared by 
that body. 

E X T R A C T F R O M C. T, F. 
B U L L E T I N N O . 4 

ON E of the major items of business 
at Ottawa early in the New Year 

will be consideration of the report of 
the Rowcll Commission on Dominion-
Provincial Relations. As is well known 
to our readers, the C. T. F. and various 
of the Provincial teacher organizations 
appeared and gave evidence before the 
Commission; their common theme being 
that the education of Canadian youth 
for Canadian citizenship demands a sub
stantial measure of support from the 
vast resources of taxable wealth intra 
vires of the Dominion Government. 

Much valuable groundwork was done 
by the spokesmen of education before 
the Commission. Are we sure that this 
is being followed up? 

1. Has the Provincial Department of 
Education explored every possibility of 
forcing a first-class debate in Commons 
upon the financial crisis in education? 

2. Have the Provincial teacher organ
izations canvassed members of parlia
ment whose interest may be expected to 
be lively and sympathetic? The names of 
Messrs. Blaclcmore, Kuhl, Hayhurst and 
Coldwell occur to us immediately as 
those of men whose knowledge and 
goodwill may well be invoked in the 
cause of educational reform. The last-
named, Mr. M . J . Coldwell (Rosctown-
Biggar, Sask.) was for years the secre
tary-treasurer of the C. T. F . , and ranks 
today as an outstanding constructive de
bater at Ottawa. It would be a fine thing 
if a comparable group of representatives 
from Eastern Canada were fully inform
ed as to the nature of the C. T . F. Brief 
to the Commission, and it is highly de
sirable that support should come from 
the Government benches. It cannot be 
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supposed that the cause oi educational 
progress lacks a voice in the Liberal 
partv. 

Please don't forget: Over 10,000 
teachers are paid less than the average 
of the minimum wages set by provincial 
laws for juvenile learners in industry. 

Over 19,000 teachers are paid less than 
the average of thc minimum wage set by 
provincial laws for women in industry. 

Over 62 per cent of all lay teachers 
in Canada earn less than the current 
wages for unskilled labor in Canadian 
cities. 

Teachers of-Canada, we have an en
gagement to keep at Ottawa next month, 
when the Rowell Commission's Report 
is made public. We must not default on 
that engagement. 

P E A C E R I V E R T E A C H E R S H O L D 
S U C C E S S F U L F A L L C O N V E N T I O N 

TH E annual convention of the Peace 
Ri<--er District Teachers' Association 

which was held in Pouce Coupe on 
Friday and Saturday, October 20 and 21, 
was a success in spite of the weather 
which had caused it to be postponed a 
week. Fifty-one teachers registered, 
which is a record for the Association. 

The convention was formally opened 
by Mr. Glen Braden, M.L.A. , In his 
message, Mr. Braden commended the 
convention as a means of bringing unity 
throughout a large area. He stressed the 
importance of the teaching profession, 
and paid tribute to teachers who had 
pioneered in this district. He urged thc 
teachers to present agriculture as our 
greatest asset and as one of the worth
iest occupations. -
' The teachers were welcomed to Pouce 

Coupe by Mr. James Clark, on behalf of 
the Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Clark 
expressed his respect for the teaching 
fraternity, and declared that devotion to 
a cause was a main factor that led 
teachers to choose their profession. He 
regretted the comparatively meager pay 
given to teachers, and considered this as 
poor economy on the part of govern
ments. 

This was followed by an address by 
Rev. R. A . McLaren in which he em
phasized thc need of thc teacher as an 
organizer and leader in most commun
ities. 

The afternoon session opened with an 
address by Mr. George Gay of South 
Swan Lake School on Physical Educa
tion. He spoke on the importance of 
physical education in character building 
and gave some ways in which thc rural 

1 

i •• 
J 

school teacher could make his programme 
effective. It was regretted that Mr . Gay 
was unable to bring a demonstration 
class from his school. 

A short period was then devoted to 
compiling a list of questions to be 
answered by Inspector J. F. K. English 
in a Round Table conference. 

Thc conference which followed aroused 
a great deal of interest and ironed out 
many difficulties facing both teacher and 
inspector. 

The question of salaries and educa
tional financing in general and the 
question of discipline were the principal 
topics. 

Mr. English agreed that the teachers' 
and principals' salaries should be higher 
and explained the difficulty of raising 
them. However, he promised to do as 
much as possible in accomplishing some 
gains for next year. The teachers ex
pressed definite and often conflicting 
views on the problem of how much 
formal discipline should be required, 
with the result that Mr. English modi
fied slightly the statement in his first 
circular letter regarding marching in and 
out of the school. 

Following the conference a delightful 
afternoon tea was served at thc home of 
Mrs. English. 

In thc evening a very successful dance 
was enjoyed by the teachers and many of 
the townsfolk. 

Thc Saturday morning session was 
opened by Mr. Carl Johnson, Inspector 
of Schools, from Grande Prairie, who 
spoke on the "Professional Status of 
Teachers". Pie defined education as a 
form of judgment and emphasized the 
need of upholding it. Some of the prob
lems of a teacher, such as training the 
child's body and training for citizenship, 
were discussed. 

Mr. Melsuess, who is the representa
tive of Northwestern Alberta in thc 
Alberta Teachers' Alliance, presented a 
report of the Canadian Teachers' Feder
ation regarding salaries and educational 
financing. The facts were surprising to 
most of those present and thc only solu
tion seemed to be some system of Federal 
aid in order to equalize conditions across 
the Dominion. 

Thc practical work of teaching was 
aided by Mr. F. J . Ormc's remarks on 
thc subject of "Testing". He described 
a new type of judgment test and also 
some methods of testing ideals and 
attitudes. 

Since there was still a short period 
before thc luncheon recess, Mr. G. Gay 
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demonstrated a few exercises that might 
be conducted in the classroom. 

The afternoon session was opened with 
a period devoted to Federation Activities. 
A l<".ter which was written to the con
vention by Mr. Harry Charlesworth, 
regretting his inability to be present and 
wishing us every success. The Report 
on Pensions which Mr. Charlesworth 
had enclosed was read. 

Inspector English was then called upon 
to bring out some of the topics which he 
had not had time to deal with on the 
previous day. School libraries, practical 
arts projects, physical education, and 
music were discussed. 

After a short recess the business 
meeting was held, an account of which 
is given in the minutes. 

The banquet which was held in the 
evening was quite outstanding in food 
and service, decorative effect, and spirit 
of camaraderie. It was followed by an 
equally enjoyable dance. 

Mr. George Gay was in charge of an 
excellent display of books from the 
Schools Publications and Specialties Co. 
There was also a display of Practical 
Arts and Social Studies projects from 
many schools. 

A U T U M N C O N V E N T I O N OF 
N O R T H S H O R E T . A . H E L D 

TH E autumn convention of the North 
Shore Teachers' Association was 

held in the Ridgeway School on Friday, 
November 24th. 

At 2 o'clock the teachers assembled in 
the auditorium to hear addresses from 
Commissioner Vance of North Vancou
ver, Mr. McTavish representing the 
West Vancouver School Board, In
spector Gray, and Mr. Sutherland, Presi
dent of the British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation. 

Following this general assembly, sec
tional, meetings were held in various 
-rooms to. discuss problems relating to 
teaching procedure. The Primary section 
was addressed by Miss Johnston of the 
Provincial Normal School. • She spoke on 
"Phonics As An,-Aid to the Teaching of 
Reading" and also gave helpful hints on 
the teaching of-Arithmetic, Social 
Studies and Handwork in the Junior 
Grades. In the words of one lady 
present, ths teachers found Miss John-
stop "helpful, considerate and sympa
thetic", so much so in fact' that we 
riiggcst that any other Association desir
ing similar .suggestions would do- well 
to seek Miss Johnston's advice. 

The Intermediate Section held an in
formal discussion of the problems in
volved in the teaching of Arithmetic, 
Music and Composition, with special 
regard to the possibilities of classroom 
groupings so as to get as much individ
ual initiative from the pupils as possible. 

In the Senior Section the problem of 
integration of subject matter was dis
cussed. Mr. J . R. Mitchell gave a report 
on this topic. Other matters under 
discussion at this section were Mathe
matics and the new report cards for 
Junior High School grades. Mr. Mc-
Dougall and Mr. Smith led the discus
sion on the subject of Mathematics. 

Following the sectional meetings the 
teachers reconvened in the auditorium 
for the bus-mess meeting. Here the con
troversial topic of teachers' pensions 
came up for hot discussion and the 
meeting was very pleased to have Mr. 
Sutherland's interpretation of Executive 
policy in regard to this problem. A short 
period of rather heated argument re
sulted in a unanimous vote of confidence 
in the present Executive ol" the British 
Columbia Teachers' Federation. 

At 5:45 the meeting was adjourned 
and the teachers repaired to the St. Alice 
Hotel for their banquet. Here an ad
dress by Dr. Sedgwick on "Liberty" 
was very warmly received. Mrs. Webber, 
President of the North Shore Parent-
Tciicher Council, also spoke to the 
teachers. She thanked them for their 
co-operation in supporting the fund to 
pay for dental care of underprivileged 
children. 

S T A N D A R D I Z E D T E S T S O B T A I N 
A B L E F R O M T H E D E P A R T M E N T 
(For the Information of Rural Teachers) 

AT the request of the Rural Teachers' 
Section we arc publishing informa

tion regarding the tests which may be 
purchased from the department textbook 
branch in Victoria: 

1. A l l Canada Test in Fundamentals 
of Arithmetic; Grades III to VIII . 

2. Analyfical Scales of Attainment in 
Elementary Science; Grades V 
to IX. 

3. Compass Survey Tests in Arith
metic; Grades II to VIII . 

4. Co-operative English Test; High 
School level. 

5. Dominion Group Achievement Test 
Grades VII to IX. 

6. Dominion Intermediate Group In
telligence Test; Grades VII to IX. 

7. Gates' Silent Reading Tests; 
Grades I to VII I . 
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8. Iowa Every-Pupil Tests of Basic 
Skills; Grades V I to VII I . 

9. Kuhlmann - Anderson Intelligence 
Tests; Grades I to IV. 

10. LaZerte Diagnostic Problem-solv
ing Test in Arithmetic; Grades 
III to VII . 

11. Metropolitan Achievement Tests; 
Grades II and III. 

12. Metropolitan Readiness Test; for 
beginners. 

13. Monroe Reading Aptitude Tests. 
14. National Intelligence Tests. 
15. Otis Self-administering Test of 

Mental Ability. 
16. Pintner-Cunningham Primary Men

tal Test. 
17. Pressey Diagnostic Tests in Eng

lish Composition. 
18. Public School Correlated Attain

ment Scales. 
19. Vancouver Four Fundamentals 

Test. 
20. Vancouver Reasoning Test in 

Arithmetic. 
Prices for the above tests'vary from 

$1.25 for packages of 25, to 30c, 40c, 50c 
and 60c for packages of 10; 

Members who are interested may 
secure complete details by writing to the 
Textbook Branch at Victoria for copies 
of "Brief Description of Test Material" 
and "Test Price List.". ,• 

B. C. S E C O N D A R Y A SSOCIATION 
N E W S , 

TH E British Columbia S. S . T . A . 
Council held its first meeting on 

December 19, 1939, Mr. C. Mclntyre 
reported on the "Fute of Resolutions" 
from the 1939 convention. Details may 
be obtained from the Chairmen of Sub
ject Sections. In the hope of getting 

?nicker action on future resolutions 
rom convention meetings, recommenda

tions were presented to the B. C. T. F. 
Executive. A Secondary Committee was 
set up to deal with urgent resolutions 
received between council meetings. ' In 
view of the fact that the Central Cur
riculum Revision Committee has been 
disbanded, the President was authorized 
to deal with any curriculum problems 
requiring immediate attention. A motion 
was sent to the B. C. T. F. Executive 
asking that body to investigate cases of 
teachers on Junior High School pay who 
teach Senior High School. Reports by 
chairmen indicate that Subject Sections 
have been active. Programmes fdr con
vention meetings are now being consid
ered. These chairmen request opinions 

and suggestions from "outside" teachers 
regarding such programmes. 

Attention, Secondary Teachers 
A complete list of the names and 

addresses of the officers and Subject 
Section Chairman of the Provincial 
Secondary Association appears elsewhere 
in this issue of the magazine. 

The chairman of the Subject Sections 
are particularly anxious to receive sug
gestions from teachers regarding pro
grammes for tiie annua! convention Sub
ject Section meetings. 

B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A S. S. T. A . 

WE have, been requested to include in 
this issue the names of the offi

cers cf Bil'tish Columbia Secondary 
School Teachers' Association. They are 
as follows: 

Executive Members 
President: Mr . H . L . Buckley, 1517 

W . 58th Avenue, Vancouver B. C. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mr . W. Alsbury, 

2604 E. Sixth Avenue, Vancouver, B . C . 
Geographical' Representatives 

, Mr. W. J. Logie, Kelowna, B. C. 
Mr. F. P. Levirs. Kimberley, B. C. 
Mr. W. L . Hardic, 1770 Gonzales Rd., 

Victoria, B. C. 
Mr. W. G. Smith, 4440 Cambridge 

Street, Vancouver, B. C. 
Mr. E. R. G. Richardson, Comox, B.C. 
Mr. A . Sutton, Prince, Rupert, 3. C. 

Chairmen of Subject Sections 
Guidance: Mr. A . J. Dodd, 4086 W. 

Eighth Avenue, Vancouver, B. C. 
Mathematics: Mr . S. A . Miller, 1736 

McGill Road, Vancouver, B. C. 
Commercial: Mr . A . G. Smith, 1816 

W. Tenth Avenue, Vancouver, B. C. 
Library: Miss B. M . Carrttthers, 5975 

Cypress Street, Vancouver, B. C. 
Science: Mr. W. T. Reid, 4232 W. 

12th Avenue, Vancouver, B. C. 
Social Studies: Mr. W. A . Wilandcr, 

3813 W. 35th Avenue, Vancouver, B . C . 
A r t : Mr. W. R. T. Brooks, 6726 

Arbutus Street, Vancouver, B. C. 
Shop: Mr. G. F. Turner, 2625 W. 

Sixth Avenue, Vancouver, B. C. 
Physical Education: Miss A. Horwood, 

4484 W. Tenth Avenue, Vancouver, B. C. 
English: Mr. J. D. Siddons, 1717 

Boulevard Street, Vancouver, B. C. 
Geography: Mr. T. S. Byrne, 26 Hnzcl 

Street, Chilliwack, B. C. 
Moderns: Miss J . Paradis, 1747 

Duchess Avenue, Hollyburn, B. C. 
Rural: Mr . E, R. G. Richardson, 

Comox, B. C. 
Latin: Miss E. J . Maycock, 1595 

Esquimalt, Hollyburn, B. C. 
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The above chairmen would like to 
receive suggestions from teachers re
garding programmes for the convention 
meetings of sections. 

A similar list of officers of other 
departments and sections of British 
Columbia Teachers' Federation will ap
pear next month. 

T E A C H E R - M A D E F I L M S S H O W N 
B Y N A T I O N A L F I L M SOCIETY 

ON December 17th the National Film 
Society in an experiment involving 

the use of eight millimetre film showed, 
prior to their regular programme, short 
educational pictures made by two local 
teachers. The films in question were 
"The Ant" produced by Malcolm Mor
rison and "Herring Fishing" by Roth 
Gordon. 

"The Ant" is a teaching film resulting 
from four months' observation and effort 
on the part of the producer and the 
children of the school in which it was 
made. The method used was to bring 
the anKcolony indoors and keep it secure 
by the use of a specially built table with 
a moat around it. The sides of the 
colony were walled in with panes of 
glass through which the observations 
and photographs were made. It may be 
of interest to note that the largest 
"close-up" was made with the lens only 
three-quarters of an inch away from the 
subject. The film is decidedly note
worthy for the remarkable photographic 

. quality achieved on such smah' stock. 
"Herring Fishing in Prince Rupert 

Harbour" sets forth clearly in the space 
of five minutes the important part of the 
operation at hand. After a preliminary 
view of hundreds of hungry seagulls, a 
fishing boat and scow are shown from 
various angles. Thousands of struggling 
fish arc then seen "pursed" ir.'the ..net. 
A large dipper descends and scoops up 
a full load of herring which are dumped 
unceremoniously on the slippery scow. 
The _ struggle for life of the captured 
fish is sharply contrasted with the immo
bile indifference of a black post on the 
scow. More flashing thousands are 
splashed into the scene. A long shot of 
the scow shows it to he alive with 
twitching silver. The dredge is followed 
from the seat to the scow. A close-up 
reveals just what the herring look like. 
A final shot shows the scow loaded, and 
several people aping the seagulls in 
demanding a share of the "take", a 
demand seldom refused by superstitious 
fishermen. 

One thing which makes this latter film 
almost unique is the fact that it was 
composed entirely ;-.s the actual events 
occurred and has not been changed in 
any way by editing. 

The National Film Society deserves 
much credit for this effort to foster and 
encourage the production by teachers 
themselves of educational films. An 
auspicious beginning has been made in a 
very promising field. 

T E A C H E R S O L I D A R I T Y 

TW E N T Y - F I V E years ago I be
longed to the bricklayers' union. I 

think my dues amounted to about $25 a 
year. It would be well for teachers who 
seem to find it difficult to pay the 
modest dues of their professional organ
izations to remember that workers in 
other fields have discovered a relation
ship between strong, well-financed or
ganizations and the average income of 
the individual members who compose 
them. When reverses are sustained, 
when school terms are shortened, curri-
culums trimmed, and salaries cut, is 
precisely the lime to strengthen co
operative action to improve conditions.— 
J . W. STUDEBAKER, U. S. Commissioner 
of Education, in The Tennessee Teacher. 

N O R T H K O O T E N A Y E L E C T S 
O F F I C E R S 

AT the Fall convention of the North 
Kootehay Teachers' Association held 

in Rcvelstoke last month, Mr. A. M. 
Hurst, principal of Revelstoke High 
School, was elected president. Other 
officers elected were: Vice-President, 
Mr. N . G. Duclos of Rcvelstoke; Secre
tary, Miss R. E . Bell of Rcvelstoke; 
Executive members: Miss R. Macintosh 
of West Revelstoke, Miss M . Thompson 
of Golden, and Miss M . McCulloch of 
Field. 

"DON'T B L A M E SCHOOLS F O R 
A L L I L L S " 

A L I T T L E weary of hearing the 
schools blamed for all the ills of 

this day and generation, Dr. David: D. 
Henry writes a strongly worded state
ment in The Nation's Schools lor Jan
uary. We must look for the causes of 
delinquency, crooked thinking and mal
adjustment in the community as a whole, 

"The childish belief that schools make 
pupils what they are ignores the fact 
that the average child, in his compulsory 
school years, gets about 10,000 hours of 
school, which is about one-tenth of the 
waking hours of his life up to that time". 



"Maintain Morale, 
New Year Message from H O N . G . 

AF T E R four months of war, and the 
rush of many events, it is appro

priate at the beginning of the New Year 
to consider the great struggle as it 
affects the schools and especially the 
teachers of this province. 

I have made special reference to the 
teachers. Unfortunately, some teachers 
plunge themselves and their friends into 
needless difficulties -through making in
discreet utterances regarding the war and 
Canada's participation in the European 
scene of hostilities. Complaints about 
certain teachers' alleged disloyalty and 
unfitness to teach the youth of British 
Columbia reach the Minister's desk alto
gether too frequently. 

At the outset, be it said, our teachers 
are not disloyal althojgh a number of 
them — fortunately a small number — 
might easily be more discreet in their 
-eferences to the war. These teachers 
apparently belong to the group, found in 
all professions and occupations, who feel 
deeply and think superficially. Their 
emotions tend to over-balance their in
tellects. Unfortunately, too, these 
teachers are prone to confuse emotional 
instability with moral courage and to 
mistake ili-starred tenacity of purpose 
for martyrdom to principle. 

It is inevitable that the war and its 
implications should have troubled greatly 
the minds of teachers and of all other 
responsible people. Thc school, which has 
sought to train youth to approach with 
open-mindc.dncss the study of problems 
—social, national and international prob
lems—and has taught its pupils to seek 
rational solution of controversy, has not 
equipped them to understand the brutal
ity of the Nazi rulers or the ruthless 
imperialism of the Communist dictator
ship. Young minds are shocked by 
what they behold. How, they ask, can 
thc values which arc stressed in their 
studies be attained; and how can the 
ideal of achieving through education a 
more/; sane, a more just, a more ethical 
world be realized in such a r;iad world? 

There appears to be only one imme
diate answer to this question. In the 
strife-ridden world now challenged by 
frenzied dictatorship, and menaced with 
the suppression of all freedom, these 
values can be preserved only through the 
victory, under Providence, of thc Allied 
forces. The dictators have forced the 
issue. For the time being at least, only 
the appeal of force can prevail. 
- Let me 'draw your attention to a state

ment in the programme of studies to the 

Eliminate Hatred" 
M . WEIR, Minister of Education 

effect that it is the duty of thc school 
"to instil into the pupils a love of coun
try, loyalty towards it and our common 
throne, Empire and Commonwealth, 
appreciation of our free democratic in
stitutions, and respect for law and order. 
Al l these are consistent with the stated 
aims of our system of education, and thc 
development of these sentiments is a duty 
of thc school". Herein lies a supreme 
challenge to the schoolmaster. Wil l our 
teachers rise to the level of their respon
sibilities? Thc majority of them, in my 
opinion, will meet the challenge. If there 
be those who find this task and duty 
uncongenial, they should seek employ
ment elsewhere than in the school. 

In the last war many of the teachers 
of this province served their country in 
the theatre of operations. Some of them 
did not return. Already in this new war 
not a few of our colleagues serve in the 
commissioned and other ranks of our 
mobilized forces. To these I extend the 
sincerest hope for a safe return. It is 
not given to all to follow their honorable 
example, but I have no doubt that those 
of you who cannot give this testimony 
of supreme devotion to your country, 
will be impelled by conscience to do all 
in your power to assist the forces of 
democracy in the grim combat with ruth
less dictatorship. 

The school—and it is the function of 
the teacher to see that this is done—has 
two other duties which it should per
form. It should be vigilant that no spirit 
of hatred towards thc enemy is fostered. 
Hatred is a destructive emotion more 
eroding to him who cherishes it than to 
those towards whom it is directed. 

The other duty of the school is thc 
maintenance of morale. The quiet, calm 
performance of the daily task should be 
a model of normal living. Cheerful 
words spoken to the depressed, friendly 
enquiries concerning the welfare of en
listed men, will lighten thc burden of thc 
anxious. Hearty co-operation with all 
patriotic community efforts will assist in 
making these efforts successful. An atti
tude of confidence will bring reassurance 
to those who may tend to sink into war
time pessimism. In such ways as these, 
and in others which will come to you as 
the need arises, you can, as leaders in 
your committees, strengthen thc morale 
of those whose morale needs strengthen
ing, and join with thc stout-hearted in 
fashioning that courage and that resolute 
national will which will ensure victory. 
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Ramblings of Paidagogos 
A P S Y C H I C V I S I T A T I O N . 

T N E V E R expected to meet him. He came shyly through the door of my 
office and stood beside my desk. I looked up with a trace of impatience 

because it was the late afternoon and I was getting ready to go home. 
To all intents and purposes I already had my overcoat on. 

"Well", I sai curtly, putting up my pen, "what can I do for you?" 
He seeriied disconcerted, and shifted from one foot tc the other. 

"Nothing at all", he stammered. "I—I just thought you might like to 
make my acquaintance, so I—well, I sort of dropped in. You often talk 
about me, you know". 

I gazed at him blankly. "I didn't even know you existed. How on 
earth could I talk about you?" 

"That's the queer-part of it", he replied.- "Nobody has met me, and 
yet not one teacher in a hundred can resist talking about me. I'm used as 
a kind of chopping-block all the way from Grade I to college graduation". 

I rose and grasped him firmly by the shoulder. "Look here, my lad", 
I snapped at him, "I'm a patient, peace-loving man, but I wouldn't bank 
on it too much if I were you. Just give me your name and state your 
business. I don't seem to be in the mood for your peculiar brand of 
humor this afternoon". 

, A hurt I O O K came into his eyes. "But I'm not being humorous. I'm 
making a friendly-, call. I thought you'd be interested to meet me. If 

.you're not,- I'll offer my ..apologies and leave at once. Anyone can make 
a mistake". 

I released his shoulder and sat down on the edge of the desk. "Aii' : 

right", I said, "perhaps I've been a bit abrupt. Think nothing of it". I 
took out my watch, "121 give you fifteen minutes—and not a second more". 

"Well", he responded slowly, "I expected a warmer welcome, but 
perhaps I'm lucky to get any welcome at all. You see, I'm not exactly a 
person—I'm a pedagogical fiction". 

"You're a what?" I shouted, springing to my,.feet. '"What in blazes 
do you mean by that statement?" 

"But sir", he calmed me, "there's no need -to take it so hard. One 
would imagine I was the first pedagogical fiction you had ever heard of. 
You know quite well that your philosophy is full of them". 

I pulled myself together. "You've certainly, got something there", 
I was driven to agree, "but would you mind being more specific? You'll 
excuse me for being a little unnerved". > , s 

"Of course". He managed a wan smile. "Any philosopher would be 
a little unnerved under the circumstances. Ii am—" he swallowed visibly 
as if the'words were calculated to choke;him, "I am—I'll have to say it 
—th^Average Pupil". -; 

I ran a finger round the edge of my collar. "So that's who you are, 
eh? Well, well, well—that's who you are. Yes, I've probably talked 
about you. And you're the Average Pupil! Kind of you to drop in. 



Must be lots of fun 1 should think—fun, you know". I laughed weakly 
and subsided. 

He gave me a stony look, and I could see I had gone off on the wrong 
tack. For a pedagogical fiction he took himself very seriously indeed. 

"Lots of fun!" he gloomed at me. "Only if you think that being a 
norm is funny. How would you like to spend your life sitting on the 
fiftieth percentile? You must be a confoundedly poor judge of fun. 
D'you know how I feel? I'd give my right arm for a tittle of deviation". 

I saw his point at once—the absence of excitement, the lack of antici
pation that made his life a deadly bore. But I put in a word just the 
same. I had a painful sense that I was partly responsible for him, and I 
had to justify myself. "You have never failed", I reminded him, "in 
an examination". 

He scowled at the wall. "No, I never did—and I never scored a 
decent success in one either. M y I. Q. is exactly 100. M y A . Q. is 
exactly 100. Everything I do is strictly predictable and can be calculated 
in advance. When you look at me, you are looking at the unfortunate 
victim of a bell-shaped curve"; 

I was too crushed to reply, so he went on. "Do you know what I 
look forward to?—a round of unremitting drabness. I shall never be a 
poet ci 'a philosopher or a plutocrat. 1 can't even be a ping-pong expert 
or a first-class tea-taster. I shall only be the Man in the Street. A 

... statistician can work out every feature of my life, and an actuary can tell 
you the year of my death. Exciting, isn't it? I shall marry at a certain 
age, have two point something children, live in a so big house, earn a so 
small income, drive a:io cheap car, znd buy one suit of clothes a year". 

I found my tongue at last. "'Excuse me"; I broke in, "but aren't you 
a trifle pessimistic? ' After all; the average man gets along. There's no 
need to be so bitter al>out it. Be thankful, my lad, that you're not a moron". 

'• His eyes sparkled. " A moron! Just give me the chance to be a moron. 
There would, be some variety about that—I might see the inside of a jail 
once in a while". "v- ,. 

.. The reply nettled me.' "Perhaps you are a moron'VI;rapped out. "I've 
often suspected it, and' so have most,of my colleagues. Anyway you have 
a lot of things to be thankful for. I advise you to look round a bit and 
find them". ^ 

"I'd like to do that?',:lie assented with an ingenuous look that reminded.1 

me of a thousand pupils'I have known. , I didn't like it and I couldn't find 
fault'with it. "How shall I arrange them when I get them? Would it 
be best if I followedithe curve of normal dJstribution?" 

-"Confound the curve-of normal distribution 1" I rasped at him. "You 
are;the most exasperating product of .a statistician's ream thai I ever 

• met in. my life. Don't trouble, to be thankful — don't trouble about 
. anything". .. .' . n : . />,..... 

Kis mild eyes widened and I immediately felt ashamed of myself. 
After all, he was a visitor. "So I changed my'tone. I leaned forward and, 
spoke to him earnestly. . • : • • 

M "Listen, my son"j I said, "there are many aspects of human behavior 
that.have so far resisted measurement. To the best of my knowledge 
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there are no norms of affection, no norms of appreciation, no norms of 
happiness. There are a thousand avenues of expression through which 
you can deviate to your heart's content. Keep up your chin for goodness 
sake—your prospects are much more unpredictable than you imagine". 

He was by no means as impressed as I expected. "What you say 
sounds all very well", he answered me gloomily, "but it doesn't apply in 
my case. I'm a norm, you see—not a person. Where no measurement 
has been established, I just don't have any reaction. I suppose affection 
and appreciation and happiness are fine things, but what good are they 
to me?" 

This explanation very effectually spiked my gun. I could do nothing 
but shake my head and sympathize with him in his affliction. There didn't 
seem to be anything I could say. 

After a pause, he rose from his chair and laid a wistful hand on my 
knee. "You're by way of being a psychologist", he reminded me. "You 
tinker about a bit with statistics, don't you? I'll be quite frank and tell 
you that I had an axe to grind when I came here. There's something I 
thought you might be able to do for me". 

I brightened up a trifle and he continued. "What I yearn for most 
of all things in the world is a sense of humor. Even being a norm in that 
particular wouldn't be so bad. Now if you would sit down and devise a 
nice accurate scale to measure humor, I'd be beholden to you for the rest 
of my life. Couldn't you manage a little thing like that for me?" 

It was too much. I felt that if he stayed there a moment longer I 
should make a childish exhibition of myself. So I took him by the arm 
and steered him to the door. 

"Goodbye", I said gruffly. "I'd rather you^never came back. And", 
I added, giving him a slight push, "if you'd pass the same word along to 
all the other pedagogical fictions I'd be more than obliged". He moved 
off, but my voice followed him. "You'll find seventeen or eighteen steps 
at the front door—don't fail to break your neck on the way down". 

D . G E S T E T N E R 
( C A N A D A ) L T D . 

••>;' .Manufacturers of 
World's Premier Duplicator 

• • • 
660 SEVMOtJIl ST., VANOOtTVEB 

Phone: Boy. 5880 

C O N V E N T I O N T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

PO O L I N G refunds are available only 
to those teachers who are in good 

standing. Plecse see to this now and 
get your fee in. This will avoid an 
awkward situation at the convention. 

The fare and a quarter rates may be 
obtained on all railways if the proper 
form is submitted to thc agent at the 
time your ticket is bought. These may 
be obtained by writing to the Federation 
Office for one about thc end of February. 

Watch for further notices later.. 



JANUARY, 1940 Page 249 

Co-operation In McBride District 
By O . E . W A H L , Vice-President, McBride District Teachers' Association 

IN a recent letter, sent in response to a 
request for guidance in the organ

ization of a Parent-Teacher Association 
in this district, the Editor of The B. C. 
Teacher expressed the opinion that a 
contribution describing methods that 
have proved effective in the development 
of teacher co-operation in the McBride 
District Teachers' Association might be 
helpful " to some readers of this 
magazine. 

Before explaining the system of co
operation used in this district, it will be 
necessary to describe some of the condi
tions with which we are faced. Our 
district is approximately 200 miles in 
length, all the schools with the exception 
o£ McBride itself, are one-room schools 
with the usual inadequate equipment and 
supplies typical of the rural schools of 
our province. We have a train service— 
three times a week in each direction— 
our only form of communication and 
transportation. 

The system of co-operation may read
ily be directed into three main parts: 
(1) our testing and examination system: 
(2) our stencil system; (3) our regular 
meetings held every two months at 
McBride. I will explain each of these 
more fully. 

(1) Our Examination System 
Testing is essential in all schools, be 

they rural or city schools. Previously, 
every two months, the rural school 
teacher had to prepare a test or examin
ation of some land for every subject and 
every grade. If there were eight grades 
in the school, some 56 tests had to be 
made, given and marked. Needless to 
say, most of the tests were not only 
inadequate, but quite often they were not 
even given, or if they,were, they were 
so poor in quality that it would have 
been better had they not been given. The 
teacher never had time to make reliant 
tests, mark them and still carry on with 
his daily classroom preparation. Why is 
it necessary that every teacher in a rural 
school should make out these tests when 
five miles away the same thing is being 
done? The result is not just one set of 
inefficient examinations, but dozens in 
most of the rural schools of the district 
and province. . 

In order to remove this from pur 
district, we have established an examina

tion system which although far from an 
ideal solution nevertheless docs a great 
deal for better tests, more standardiza
tion and increased efficiency. Every 
teacher in the system is given two sub
jects, wherever possible the subjects in 
which they feel themselves the most 
capable. The teacher then makes a pre
view for the subjects for which they are 
responsible; that is, they arrange the 
units in the order in which they arc to 
be taught, the time to be spent on each 
unit, units or parts of units which may 
be omitted or on which particular stress 
is to be laid. (This would depend en
tirely on the district arid its location). 
This preview is distributed to every 
teacher in the system thus enabling the 
whole district to keep together. For 
every preview any one teacher prepares, 
15 others . arc received, consequently, 
every teacher has the whole year's work 
in all subjects, fully prepared within a 
few weeks after the opening of the fall 
term. Suppose, for example, that one 
teacher is given History, Grades V a n d 
V I . The teacher will make the previews 
for Grades V and V I History, she will 
distribute them to the other teachers of 
the district. Next she will prepare her 
tests for her subject. Each teacher is 
required to make out sufficient numbers 
of the test prepared by her, for every 
pupil in the district in that grade. Sup
pose there are 25 Grade V pupils in the 
district. The teacher will make 25 
copies of her test and distribute them 
at least two weeks before examination 
time to the other teachers of the district. 
An examination time-table is made up by 
our executive and a copy placed in the 
hands of each teacher. A l l examinations 
are written at the same time in the 
district. After an examination has been 
given in any of the schools, the papers, 
unmarked, are mailed to the teacher who 
set the examination. This teacher will 
mark every examination in her subject 
for the whole district. The teacher who 
had Grades. V and V I History will mark 
all the History tests for Grades V and 
V I in the whole district. After the tests 
are marked the papers are returned to 
their proper schools. Each school re
ceives a sheet on which is marked ( a) 
the marks of the pupils of that particular 
school, (6) the district average for that 
examination. By using this system we 
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have realized the following: (1) A coni-
parison in all subjects of our pupils with 
the remaining pupils in the district, 
(2) the effectiveness of our teaching 
methods, (3) a decrease in the amount 
of work and an increase in the quality 
of our work, (4) the creation of more 
interest and an unharmful competitive 
spirit which raises the standard of work, 
(5) a more efficient and thorough type 
of testing, (6) no needless reproduction 
of every examination, each pupil receives 
an individual copy which may be used 
again should it prove necessary. 

Each teacher marks all the papers in 
any one subject to maintain a uniformity 
in marking. It is common knowledge 
that were five teachers all to mark the 
same paper, we would in all probability 
have five different marks for that paper. 

(2) Our Stencil System 
In order to finance this system the 

school board or Official Trustee is 
required to pay $3. This money col
lected from all the schools, is used to 
buy paper, ink and stencils. Every 
school receives as many blank stencils as 
it needs. Each teacher makes out sten
cils for the subject given her in the 
examination system. After the stencil 
is cut it is sent to McBride and kept 
there permanently. As these stencils are 
sent in from the various schools, single 
copies are sent out from McBride to all 
the schools. In this manner every teacher 
knows exactly what stencils have been 
cut and what stencils arc available. Sup
pose that in a certain period of time," say 
one month, one teacher cut five stencils. 
At the end of the month there would be 
80 stencils available to every teacher in 
the district, as every other teacher in the 
district would cut approximately the 
same number of stencils. Every school 
in the McBride district has, at the 
present time, two copies of every unit of 
work developed in the Summer School 
two or three years ago. Our Stencil 
System has been helped by contributions 
of work from the teachers of the 
Kclowna Elementary School, Princeton 
Schools, Summer School of Education, 
Victoria Normal School and hy a finan
cial contribution from the British 
Columbia Teachers' Federation. On . 
behalf of the 'McBride-• l-ex'Hxrs? Asso
ciation, I wish to thai-.;c our m&'ay and 
generous contributors for' their willing • 
assistance. 

Another difficult-SMoblcm of,the rural-., 
school has: b c c \ e o purtially by our-, 
stencil syV?v»..., j ..u. is'tne problem of'i 
music in school. From, the 

Programme of Studies a list of songs 
for all occasions was chosen. Each 
teacher is assigned a certain number of 
songs which must be put on a stencil. 
In this way every song taken in our 
schools is put on a stencil, and every 
pupil in our district receives a copy of 
each song at no extra cost, thus giving 
us a permanent library of music which 
may be added to from time to time 
whenever necessary. The list that has 
been composed takes into consideration 
the fact there will be a Musical Festival 
and Christmas concert, that is while we 
are taking our prescribed musical course 
throughout the year, we are at the same 
time practicing for the Christmas con
cert and Musical Festival, consequently 
no extra time from our daily school 
routine will be lost when these two 
events take place. 

With our Stencil System we have 
made available for our rural schools 
material which is ordinarily only found 
in larger centres. In fact, our district 
of 16 teachers may well be compared to 
a staff of 16 teachers in a larger school, 
because in reality that is how our system 
works; each teacher is dependent on the 
other, and the co-operation that exists 
shows what may be done. 

(3) Our Meeting at McBride 
Every Two Months, 

Every two months the teachers of our 
district meet at McBride. All'expenses, 
including transportation, meals, hotel, 
etc., are pooled. The average cost for 
the teacher is only $2 and we have found 
it well repaid. At our meetings new 
ideas are discussed, plans for improving 
the system are adopted, new methods of 
co-operation are exnmined and provision 
made for obtaining materials from other 
schools of the; province. Preparation for 
a Hobby iFair, Musical Festival and a 
Sports Day are' also made. Practical 
ArtS" ideas with samples and plans are 
brought to the meeting so that we all 
have an opportunity of obtaining new 
and practical information which will 
make our teaching of this subject more 
interesting and helpful. I wish to thank 
Monte Creek-^School for its generous 
contribution of Practical- Arts samples, 
especially of;...clay-work'and also the 
Victoria Normal School for the num
erous, sheets of material which they 
sent us.»; <-

At the 1 present time,,,plans are under 
way for increased Visual Aid materials. 
We are endeavouring to have a'film-slide 
projector available for every school in 
our district, together with an adequate 



JANUARY, 1940 Page 251 

Well, It's Questionable, Isn't It? 

( E D I T O R ' S N O T E : A group of well 
known school principals recently sug
gested that The B. C. Teacher might 
with utility devote a special section to 
debatable topics—particularly, perhaps, 
to debatable matters in the field of 
school administration. They thought 
that good might result from considera
tion of pros and cons of proposals and 
policies of which as yet there had been 
insufficient free and general discussion. 
Accordingly, these gentlemen have in
duced one of their number, "Colonel 
Query", to accept responsibility for this 

hnew department. The Editor bows in 
welcome to his new colleague and wishes 
(rather than hopes!) that for him the 

( K i w Year will be a happy one. If the 
lions whose tails the doughty colonel may 
twist will roar loudly enough, or if others 
will roar either for or at them, our 
gallant and learned friend will probably 
feel that his objectives are in some 
degree being attained. However, I fancy 
he is hoping that if you cannot roar you 
will at least smile (like the famous 
Cheshire feline) and maybe purr a bit! 
—N.F.B.) 

film-slide library, large enough to serve 
the needs of our schools. 

The results of our system of co
operation are many and varied. Some of 
the most notable are: (1) increased 
school libraries, (2) enthusiastic school 
boards and pupils, (3) more time for 
the. teacher, (4) increased salaries, both 
in cash and enjoyment, (5) mutual help 
and new ideas, .(6) an increased interest 
in our profession and a profound satis
faction in the knowledge that our work 
is now more interesting, of greater 
variety and of a more practcal nature. 

T H E N E W R E P O R T F O R M 
By C O L O N E L Q U E R Y 

ON C E again a new report to parents 
has made its appearance in the 

elementary grades. The form, we are 
told, conforms with "the concept of 
education presented in the new curri
culum". 

Which all means that the old report 
(or should I say, the previous report), 
in which information was expressed in 
terms of letters based on the normal 
curve, has been discarded. Apparently 
nothing has been salvaged from it after 
a trial of a decade. However, advance 
information is to the effect that this 
"new report" is an improvement on the 
old—just as the letter system was al
leged to be more reliable than its prede
cessor, the percentage system. 

At least about one thing I am happy 
about this new report: It eliminates all 
vestiges of competition. Now Mrs. Jones, 
my neighbor on the north, will no longer 
be able to hail my neighbor, Mrs. Smith, 
across my back-yard to the south: "Hoo, 
hoo, Mrs. Smith. My John ranked first 
at school this month; where did your 
Mary rank?" For John, with an I.Q. 
approximately 125 may receive several 
"n's", while Mary, with one of about 85, 
earns a full quota of " v"s". 

But I've been wondering. Will irate 
Mother Jones invade the principal's office 
next June closing day to ascertain the 
reason why her Mary, whose work is 
generally very poor, in spite of those 
"V's", is to remain another term in the 
same grade? Or how will Mrs. Smith 
know what courses her son John should 
attempt to follow in Grade VII . next 
year, when the report gives so little in
dication of his best subjects? In schools 
with very transient populations, how will 
reports "catch up with" pupils who move 
frequently, and particularly just before 
reports are due? Or should the reports 
be issued oftener in these low grades? 
Maybe there is something we can salvage 
from those discontinued "old reports"? 
Or were they a complete failure? 

Which led me to telephone friend Stan 
Meadows. 

Next morning I received much of the 
following letter from Stan: 
Dear Colonel Query: 

To encourage a more general discussion 
of educational problems, I am willing to 
open the debate, at your request, by 
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raising a few questions suggested by the 
issue of thc new form of reports to 
parents. 

I thought of giving this letter the 
caption, "Children or Guinea Pigs?" 
but, if you don't like that, try one of 
these: "Comedy of Errors"; "Up Two 
Feet and Fall Back One"; "Trial and 
Error"; "Progress by Slips and Jerks"; 
"One Extreme to the Other"; "Progress 
in Spite Of" ; "Never Appeal to Your 
Intelligence Until After the Experi
ment"; "What Does the Expert Do with 
His Old Ideas?"; "Why Not Consolidate 
as We Go?". 

Please ask your readers to tell us what 
happened to: 

1. The immutability of the I. Q.? 
2. Measurement of speed in silent 

reading? 
3. Grading on mental age only? 
4. Topical order in history text (e.g., 

Wallace's) ? 
5. Vocational guidance in the lower 

grades ? 
6. The recent philosophy of arithmetic 

in the lower grades? 
7. Extreme departmentalization? 
8. Over-emphasis on paper qualifica

tions ? 

9. Over-emphasis on remedial reading? 
10. Discounted value of oral reading? 
11. Emphasis on objective testing? 
12. Complete separation on tests of 

spelling, writing, composition, history, 
etc.? 

13. Thorndike's Arithmetic Text — 
whatever it was? 

14. Maximum age iiinit for learning? 
15. Maps and the philosophy govern

ing them? 
16. Disapproval of inter-school league 

games? 
17. Mathematical application of the 

normal curve? 
18. Normal curve letters in report 

c^rds, and, 
19. Discounting of teachers' opinions? 
Really, Query, I'll bet we go back to 

percentages yet. 
Yours, etc., 

STAN. 
"Children or Guinea Pigs?" Yes, we 

have a new report. 
Have readers of The B. C. Teacher 

anything to say on these topics or on 
others that call for query? 

COLONEL QUERY. 

FOR BRITISH COLUMBIANS 
SERVING OVERSEAS 

With the authority - of the Provincial Government, * 
the Office of the Agent General, Regent. St., London, 
S. W. 1, England, has organized a service for the pur- • . 
chase and despatch of parcels to the officers and men 
serving overseas with the British Columbia contin
gents of His Majesty's Services. 

By arrangement with the Export Department of /<, 
Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son Ltd.; the service of packing, 
declaring to Customs,' despatching and insurance will 
be carried out free of all cost. 

/. .-• .. 

Ask for Order Forms and Particulars 
A limited number of explanatory circulars have been placed at the 

disposal of the Editor of "The B. C. Teacher" 
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Impressions of a Convention 
By M . D. W . 

SI N C E returning from tlie Annual 
Convention of the teachers of North

ern and Central Vancouver Island at 
Nanaimo I have been mentally reviewing 
a few of the thoughts of the lecturers in 
order to determine some of the trends 
in education expressed by them. 

To me three trends of needs emerge: 
(1) the need of smaller teaching groups, 
(2) the need of more personal contact 
between the home and school, and (3) the 
need of a supervised pre-school education. 

In a talk, "The Prevention of Reading 
Difficulties", Miss M . D. James of the 
Model School, Victoria, made it clear 
that greater success in teaching reading 
in the_ primary grades can be achieved 
by dividing the class into reading groups 
of not more than eight pupils. In my 
own experience in a semi-graded school 
where the reading classes were small, I 
had a definite idea of each child's reading 
ability and difficulties. With a primary 
class of 40 or more my feeling has been 
that there is not the same opportunity for 
as personal a relationship and knowledge 
of their abilities and difficulties. For 
that reason I divided my class into three 
groups and gave to each group approxi
mately 15 minutes' instruction. I found 
that on the average from six to eight 
pupils received adequate instruction in 
that time. 

Again in the lecture, "Teaching tlie 
Subnormal Child", Miss' E . Unsworth of 
the Florence Nightingale School, Van
couver, said that in most cases this work 
is an individual pupil-teacher relation
ship. Almost every school has its mis-fit 
or mis-fits. What usually happens to 
these children in a class of 40 or in an 
ungraded school pressed for time? As 
long as they are not too obstreperous 
they are left to tag along as best they 
can or have extra work after school. If 
the teacher had more time in which to 
study that child's particular difficulty 
and to plan remedial work, some of these 
"mis-fits" could be saved the discourage
ment of retardation. 
; Miss Miriam Peck, who has been on the 

committee which prepared the new pro
gress cards, spoke on "The New Report 
Card". In this address Miss Peck 
showed how necessary it if to know the 
individual child in order to estimate and 
report upon his abilities. In examining 
the 29 items on the Primary Progress 

Card a teacher finds that some pupils are 
outstanding in some items but that thc 
majority are not. In a large class it is 
difficult to decide whether this child "is 
fair and kind to others" or that one "is 
interested in surroundings". With fewer 
pupils there would be more opportunity 
for observing each child's reactions, 
habits and interests. 

During an interview with a well-known 
member of our British Columbia educa
tional system this question was put to me, 
"Why should we want closer co-operation 
between the home and school ?" That 
question was a challenge to me and I 
have thought of it many times since. 
When the new report cards are sent 
home for the first time there is likely to 
be some uncertainty and misunderstand
ing in the minds of the parents even 
though they contain an explanation, "To 
the Parent". Would it not be wiser to 
invite the parents to the school, give 
them a copy of the report and discuss 
each section with them? In this way 
we could clear up misunderstandings and 
at the same time encourage an attitude of 
the child's improvement for his own sake 
and at his own capacity for growth rather 
than by the method of comparison with 
his class-mates. 

If there is no school nurse I think by 
getting in touch with the parents from 
time to time the teacher could encourage 
the following through of health rules and 
keep a check on the child's physical ail
ments. This is also true in regard to his 
social and work habits although it is 
more dangerous ground on which to 
work. It is much easier to discuss with 
thc mother Mary's eyesight or cold than 
to discuss her habit of interrupting or 
complaining about her companions. An 
occasional chat with a parent will often 
give a different slant on that child's back
ground and an opportunity to give the 
parent some idea of the child's school 
life. Many teachers shrink from parent 
interviews but if we as teachers and they 
as parents are working for the welfare 
of the child, surely that is common 
ground enough. To me the school and 
home must be co-ordinated in order to 
give thc child the optimum opportunity 
for development-

Lastly, there is evidence of a need for 
some supervised pre-school education. 
Miss Unsworth pointed out how very 
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difficult it was to break down habits of 
undesirable behavior in the subnormals 
of over nine years and how much easier 
i i was to break them down in younger 
children. She said it was very important 
to discover the subnormal child as early 
as possible. This would seem to indicate 
that if they could be discovered in the 
pre-school years and i f the co-operation 
of the parent could be secured at that 
time to prevent the formation of these 
social habits, the task of teaching sub
normals might not be such a problem. 

Miss James stated that in thc normal, 
healthy child few reading difficulties are 
physical, so that the responsibility for 
these rests upon the teaching methods. 
Beside that, many difficulties in the 
understanding of reading are due to the 
language and social inexperience of the 
pupil when entering school. For example, 
country children need an idea of the 
meaning of fireman, policeman, traffic 
lights and signs, circus and zoo animals 
in order to understand certain stories in 
the first reader while city children need 
to know the terms of farm life and the 
habits of animal:) and birds. To some 
children such terms as more, less, first, 
last, back, front, beginning and end are 
meaningless. In a pre-school programme 
experiences either real or vicarious would 
be built up in the children lacking them. 
A n experiment in the Vancouver City 
schools, where the teaching of reading to 

some children was delayed while these 
experiences were being built up, lias had 
encouraging results. 

In Miss M . Colman's talk, "The Book 
and the Child", she mentioned that it was 
a distinct asset for any child to know 
his "Mother Goose". She suggested that 
the child's early experience with nursery 
rhymes and folk tales is a necessary basis 
on which to build further literary tastes. 
In my own experience I have found some 
children on entering school have little or 
no knowledge of "Mother Goose" or such 
stories as "The Little Red Hen", so that 
they are hardly ready to go on to the 
poems of A . A . Milne, Rose Fyleman or 
Kipling's "Just So Stories". The nursery 
rhymes and folk tales would be a neces
sary part of a pre-school programme and 
a foundation for literature laid in 
children lacking that background. 

From these lectures it seems to me 
that in the. trend of modern education 
there is a definite need of smaller teach
ing groups, that is a maximum of 30 
pupils under one teacher, closer co-opera
tion between the school and home and a 
supervised pre-school programme. These 
problems will have to be faced if we as 
teachers are going to carry on satisfac
torily our responsibility towards the 
children which has been made greater 
than ever before by the conditions of the 
present world conflict. 

A United School District 
FRED G . COOKE, Principal MacKenzie United Superior School, 

Bella Coola 

ST A R T I N G from the wharf at Bella 
Coola, B. C , the road follows the 

narrow valley of tlie Bella Coola River 
for forty-five miles between mountains 
that rise sharply on either side to from 
five thousand to nine thousand feet. 
About one and a naif; miles up the inlet, , 
the road passes through the Townsite, 
at six miles the Lower Bella Coola Dist
rict,, at twelve miles the, Hagcnsborg 
Settlement and at eighteen miles the 
Nootsatsum District, and 0:1 to Twecds-
muir Lodge at forty miles. Five miles 
farther. the road becomes a riding trai'. 
leading to the,Chikotin country. 

: It is with the Townsite atu'-./thc Lower 
Bella Coola "districts that this article 
deals chiefly.' Formerly each of these 

' ,was a separate . school district having 
all the elementary grades cand sometimes 
some of the lower high school grades in 
each school. Just over two years ago the 
people, of these two districts decided that 

their educational interests could be bet
ter served by uniting and having the 
lower grades' in one school and the junior 
high and senior high school grades in 
the other. 

This was done. Thy schools were join
ed under the name or The MacKenzie 
United'Superior School. The two rooms 
are about five and one-half miles apart, 
the children are taken to and from school 
•in &• bus that makes the round trip 
morning and afternoon. 

In the Townsite school are grades I 
to V I and in the other grades V I I to X I . 
This plan is in its third year and is giv
ing, satis faction. 

, It is hoped that in the near future, the 
consolidation may be further extended 
to include Hagcnsborg and Nootsatsum. 
The situation, is ideal as one road serves 
all the districts. By building a school 
about the centre of thc districts the plan 
could be operated easily with two buses. 
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The Sales Tax—] 
B . THORSTEINSSON, 

IN the September issue of The B. C. 
Teacher there appeared an article by 

Mr. Hayward entitled "The Children's 
Birthright—and Paying For It", in which 
the writer discussed most eloquently one 
of the burning problems now confronting 
education in this province—educational 
finance. In the following issue there ap
peared under the title "Taxation for 
Education", a further discussion of the 
subject by Mr. C. M . Hockridge. 

Mr. Hockridge, no less than Mr. Hay-
ward, enthusiastically supported in prin
ciple the suggestion so often before 
recommended that a sales tax be levied 
in this province the proceeds from which 
might be applied to education. There is 
no doubt whatsoever that something 

: must be done—ai'd eventually will be 
done—to correct a system of taxation 
that is so evidently and absurdly out
moded. That the sales tax is the answer 
is not at all so certain. I beg leave to 
disagree both with Mr. Hayward and 
with Mr. Hockridge and shall atempt 
here to suggest some of the reasons 
why the sales tax, as applied elsewhere, 
must have no place in our taxing struc
ture. 

Since the State of Washington is re
ferred to as cn example of a jurisdiction 
in which the sales tax is levied, refer
ence here will also be made to that 
region. It is quite true, as Mr. Hayward 
suggests, that the proceeds derived from 

- the sales tax have greatly assisted edu
cation in Washington. It is also quite 
true_ that education is a most worthy 
service and ought to be adequately fic-

. anced. But the fact that this tax has 
been successful in raising funds is no 
proof that it is a desirable form of taxa-' 
tion. We must not fall into the error 
of advocating a type ot taxation simply 
because it produces revenue and disre
gard entirely the effect which it may 

.!'• have upon our economy. Vital as educa-
t tion is, and enthusiastic and sincere as 
.'. mariy people'may be in atempting to 
> solve our financial problem, we must, in 

the choice of any particular tax, avoid; 
sugar-coated extravagances. 

,.. ••• In the r State - of Washington there are 
rv to be rfound three main types of turnover 
• i; or sales taxes. The following brief sum

mary will give a general idea of their 
nature: 

[s It the Ansrver? 
Pozvell River, B.C. 

1. A Business and Occupation Tax 
which affects all wholesalers, jobbers, 
retailers, all tangible commodities and 
many forms of services. This tax has 
been in effect since 1933. 

2. A Selective Sales and Excise Tax 
such as is levied on fuel oil and cigar
ettes. These last two have been effec
tive since 1935. In British Columbia we 
are already well acquainted with the ap
plication of various sales and excise taxes 
though we have not yet levied in this 
(provincve a retail sales tax to be ap
plied, as in Washington, upon all ordin
ary retail sales. 

Without becoming involved in the 
more intricate technicalities which a 
thorough survey of the operation of such 
a tax entails, it may be profitable to 
glance generally at some of the effects 
of its application. At the outset, the im
mediate result of the imposition of such 
a levy is to reduce consumption. If the 
burden of the tax is not shifted, a retail 
sales tax means, in fact, an increase in 
the price of goods sold to the consumer. 
This, in turn, tends to set up a resist
ance to business activity. It is, of course, 
extremely difficult to place, in absolute 
terms, a measure upon the degree to 
which this restrictive influence becomes 
effective, but operate it certainly docs. 

Another serious objection to such a 
levy is a discriminatory feature which 
appears under • certain circumstances. 
This becomes apparent when shifting of 
the tax either in part or in whole from 
the consumer to the retail merchant is 
effected. That this occurs in some cases 
cannot be questioned. : There may be 
strict regulations and severe penalties 
set up for neglect to, collect the tax 
from the consumer at the time of sale 
but there can be no effective measure to 
restrain the merchant, should he find it 
expedient, from collecting the tax in 
name only and not in substance. He coujd 
assume.the burden himself by reducing 
the original price_ oi the goods sold. 
Even where conditions are effectively 
competitive this situation might exist for 
a sustained period. A merchant' could, 
for instance, charge fifty cents for an 
article after as well as before the tax 
was imposed. He could simply reduce 
the article from fifty cents <to forty -nine 
cents and then add one cent additional 
as a tax. To suggest that under reason-
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ably competitive conditions any effective 
restrictions could be enforced to restrain 
merchants in this connection is illogical. 
The retail sales tax may be then, in this 
sense, and in this degree a discriminatory 
levy. 

This form of tax would create still 
another form of discrimination which 
would operate to the detriment of the 
retail merchant. Any retail sales levy 
imposed in one province and not in the 
others is bound to,have the effect of 
diverting more purchases into the chan
nels of the mail order houses. This cer
tainly would affect disproportionately the 
retail merchant doing business in British 
Columbia. 

In order to protect the retail dealer in 
the State of Washington where this dif
ficulty arose a Compensating Sales Tax 
was enacted. The object of this enact
ment is to discourage purchases outside 
the state by placing a levy upon all goods 
so purchased. One may immediately see 
the inequity of such a tax. Though, for 
expediency it is labled an excise tax it 
has in truth all the efficacy of a custom's 
tariff! The ta:-: is levied at the point 
where the purchased articles comes to 
rest and not as it crosses thc state 
border. This particular technique is suc
cessfully applied in,the State of Wash
ington to pass off a virtual custom's 
duty as an excise taxi The results of a 
similar tax levied in British Columbia 
would be contraty to the spirit of na
tional unity, and legislation attempting 
to authorize it would probably be de
clared ultra vires by our-courts. Other 
economic repercussions of such a policy 
are too obvious to be mentioned here. 

Another interesting feature cf this form 
of turnover tax is its tendency to multi
ply. This characteristic was observed 
long ago. Adam Smith referred to it 
when he wrote: / 

"The observation of Sir Mathew 
Decker that certain taxes are, in the 
price of certain goods, sometimes re
peated and accumulated four or five 
,times, is perfectly just with regard to 
taxes .upon the necessaries of life. In 

€Hhe price of leather, for example, you 
must pay not only for the tax upon 
leather of your own shoes, but for a 
part of that upon those of the shoe
maker and the tanner. You must pay, 
too, for the tax upon salt, upon the 
soap and upon the candles which those 

. workmen consume while employed in 
your service, and for the tax upon the 
leather, which the saltmaker and the 

candlemaker consume while employed 
in their service*. 

Because economic society is infinitely 
more complex today than it was in 1776 
thc soundness of this contention is like
wise more valid. The unhappy economic 
plight which led to turmoil in Spain is 
attributable in large part to an exces
sive turnover tax amounting in some 
cases to as much as one-tenth of the 
value of th* goods. It does not require 
a great stretch of the imagination to 
see how this tax might be multiplied 
several times over. 

Finally one of the greatest objections 
to the retail sales tax is its regrcssivity. 
Before attempting to maintain this point 
it may be well to remind ourselves of 
one important and generally accepted 
maxim: individuals ought to contribute 
toward the support of the state in pro
portion to their respective abilities. 
There is no doubt that the precise, "or 
even the approximate degre of ability 
defies anything but approximate meas
urement. It is also true that though, this 
principle is today accepted only with 
qualifications its essential validity re
mains. 
> There can be no doubt that, in gen
eral, the urgency for the use of each suc
cessive dollar acquired beyond a bare 
minimum, most certainly grows less and 
less as more and more dollars are ac
quired. For this reason the individual 
valuations of the successive uses to 
which each additional dollar may be put 
constantly diminishes. Because this is so 
a larger income does indicate greater 
paying ability. 

Since there.is a far greater disparity 
between the incomes of ' the poor and 
those of the" rich than there is between 
the capacities of those two income 
groups to consume, it follows that if a • 
retail sales tax were enacted we would 
find as we proceed from the lower to 
the higher incomes the tax falling in 
general with relatively lesser and lesser 
burden as the incomes grow greater and 
greater. In other words, we would be 
diverging with increasing rapidity from 
our general principle of ability. That is 
to say that since thc way in which we 
feel a tax is through our lessening abil
ity to consume, we find that the pres
sure upon consumption is at a declining 
rate as we proceed from thc lower to the 
higher income groups. In short, .we have 

•Smith, Adam; The Wealth of Nations; 
P. F. Collier &. Co., 1905; Vol. 3, 
p. 294. 
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To Listen or Not to Listen—That's the Question 
B U R T O N L . K U R T H , Supervisor of Music, Vancouver Schools 

DU R I N G the two years that the Edu
cational Broadcasts sponsored by the 

B. C. Department o£ Education have 
been pouring into our classrooms, plenty 
of opportunity has been given to per
ceive why they frequently do net attain 
their objective and what can be done to 
make them succeed. Without more ado 
one can say that too often they are not 
listened to; that is to say, the class 
hears but doesn't listen. The art of 
listening implies Attention, Concentration, 
Interest. Therefore, we must develop a 
listening-in technique for the classroom. 

I am speaking now of the music 
broadcasts only. They are composed of 
numerous items of music interspersed 
with dialogue. Sometimes it is during 
the music, sometimes during the dialogue 

a regressive tax; one which bears most 
heavily upon the poor man. 

It is not the intention of this article 
to suggest that there can be no support 
for the retail sales tax—there is. No 
less an authority than Professor H . L . 
Lutz, himself the author of the best 
known current text in Public Finance, 
has recently declared himself to be in 
favor of a retail sales tax. He has even 
gone so far as to suggest that the ability 
principle is not of such vital import.** 

One must bear in mind, however, that 
Professor Lutz is an extremely conserva
tive gentleman! To follow his somewhat 
involved argument would lead beyond 
our present purpose. Suffice it to say 
that few competent authorities on taxa
tion, are prepared to follow Dr. Lutz in 
this respect. 

The legitimate contention here is that 
a retail sales tax applied to British Co
lumbia as it is now commonly applied 
in some other places, wouH be a wholly 
undesirable and Iniquitous kind of taxa
tion, progressive in form regressive in 
fact, subject to shifting and direct eva
sion, pregnated with dangers of becom
ing discriminatory and unfair to local 
merchants, .and carrying within itself 
the odious seeds of a.custom's tariff. 

In.conclusion we may say that though 
the retail, sales tax may appear to be an 
effective way of collecting sums of money 
from taxpayers it 'is in normal times an 
"Made at a gathering at the Univer

sity of Washington, August, 1939. 

that inattention occurs. What can be 
done about it? It would be siily to 
blame the children. We must accept 
them just as they are. Their limitations 
must be recognized in building up our 
technique. Inattention is frequently caused 
by indistinct fuzzy dialogue. 

The indistinctness of reception is often 
due to the fact that the dials or knobs 
on the radio have not been properly ad
justed. It is not difficult to ltarn how 
to "tune in" to the best advanvsge. A 
little experimenting with the particular 
radio being used (for all receiving sets 
have dieir idiosyncrasies) will accomp
lish this. Then the responsibility of ad
justing the knobs should be given to 
some one and not left to chance. Or, to 
put the case more strongly, every teacher 

undesirable form of taxation for adop
tion in British Columbia. If in an emer
gency it should become expedient to re
sort to the retail sales tax and if serious 
inequality it would be necessary to act. 

To prevent a sales tax from bearing 
unfairly upon certain sections of the 
community, and particularly upon those 
sections least able to carry additional 
burdens, three things would therefore 
seem to be essential: 

1. In the legislation enacting a sales 
tax there must be incorporated provision 
for still further taxation to nullify those 
regressive features inherent in a sales 
tax that make it a greater burden to the 
poor than to the rich. 

2. It would be necessary to apply the 
tax in all provinces simultaneously. 

3. Effective measures would have *o. 
be taken to preclude the possibility of 
shifting the actual, payment of the tax 
from the purchaserto someone else. 

The first of these features would be 
difficult to accomplish; the second is 
beyond the jurisdiction of the province; 
and the third, in our present economic 
system, is beyond the power of man.. 

Due consideration of these facts would 
seem to drive one to the conclusion that, 
despite the fact that the retail sales tax 
may appear to be an effective way of 
collecting needed sums of .rponey from 
the taxpayer, in normal times it is and 
must remain a form of taxation undesir
able for adoption by British Columbia. 
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connected with listening-in should in
itiated in the mystery of the kni'<s. 
Don't blame those engaged in the dia
logue until you are sure your machine 
is properly tuned. 

A second source of muzziness in the 
dialogue is due to tlie size of the room 
used for reception of the programs. The 
average radio has been built for use in 
the average living-room. A classroom is 
not too large for fairly clear reception. 
But the school aduitorium requires 
greater amplification than the average 
radio can give with distinctness. To suf
ficiently increase the volume of tone is 
to distort the speech sounds. The music 
does not suffer to cjiiiti the same ex
tent. The ideal situation, of course, would 
be to have a fine machine wired to loud 
speakers in every classroom. Each loud 
speaker can then be turned on and off 
as needed. The children remain at their 
desks and the disciplinary problem is 
simpler. When we have in mind the dif
ficulties in financing Education, we 
quickly realize that the ideal situation 
is the exceptional one. However, where 
it is necessary to use the school audi
torium it. is possible by experimenting to 
find the exact spot where the radio can 
be placed to best advantage, and how 
to adjust the dials to get the best com
promise between volume and distinct
ness. Remember that amplification be
yond a certain point means distortion. It 
would be better to demand a hushed at
tention to a slighter volume which would 
ensure distinctness than to indulge in an 
apparently satisfying volume resulting in 
distortion. Then, too, when only a class 
or two are in the auditorium the posi
tion of the machine could be placed 
quite differently than when the audit
orium is full. The trial and error method 
must be resorted to. 

Inattention to the music is bound to 
occur frequently with children. The 
moments of inattention may be caused 
through distractions of various kind— 
some one entering the room, a pencil or 
ruler dropped on the floor—or lack of 
leadership in participation, or because 
the music (particularly true of instru
mental music) is too lengthy, or because 
no preparation, of musical items has been 
made before the broadcast. 

Of the above causes of inattention the 
one dealing with lack of leadership calls 
for first consideration. A wooden box 
producing sounds can hold tlie attention 
of children for only a few moments. Un
less something consurningly interesting 
is being-given to attract the child mind. 

attention tends to wane during each suc
cessive moment (even though distractions 
do not interfere) and listening becomes 
the blurred sensation of a day-dream. 

A human being, on the other hand, 
forms a natural focal point of atten
tion. It is, therefore, as necessary for 
radio reception as for other lands of 
lessons to have a teacher in charge. She 
should stand beside the machine in front 
of tlie class, and must show .10 diffidence 
in carrying out die following techniques. 
1. Conducting the class in the songs. Un

less some one definitely takes charge 
and gives a decisive beat the singing 
tends to lag behind thc radio voice, 
with an inartistic, half-hearted re
sult. If the singing becomes noisy, a 
simple movement can check it. If the 
singing needs more spirit the facial 
expression and encouragement of the 
teacher in charge can stimulate co
operation from the children. But the 
songs must be conducted. 

2. Leading the class in conducting the 
instrumental selections. After thc beat 
has been well established it is not wise 
to continue time-beating until the 
students arms have begun lo ache. 
A minute or two would be sufficient, 
and if toward the end of the com
position a repetition of tlie first sec
tion is heard, the conducting could 
be resumed. The teacher, by means 
of her own hand movements should 
give decisiveness to the time-beatsng 
of the class; or, occasionally, suggest 
to the class that they discover thc 
beat and the appropriate movements 
for themselves. If found necessary, 
the correct beat can then be indicated. 

An instrumental piece lasting more 
than two minutes will cause a waning 
of interest in children. The "Mother 
Goose" and "Alice in Melody Land" pro
grams for that reason never contain 
musical items lasting more than a min
ute. The "Musical Pathways*'' program, 
however, is planned for the children of 
Grades V . to VIII. , where the power of 
concentration and the attention span is 
being developed. The type of music used 
on this series of programs does not al
ways lend itself to "cuts" without de
stroying the structure or design of the 
composition. As soon as it is noticeable 
that interest is beginning to wane, it is 
possible to bring it back by some quietly 
spoken remark, as "Listen to this bit," 
"Did you hear the oboe?" "Now watch 
for the climax", "Did the time change?" 
"I like this part", "that's a lovely phrase" 
etc. The teacher's own keenness of in-



JANUARY, 1940 Page 259 

War vs. Education 
A B N E R P O O L E , Burnside, Rutherglen, Lancashire 

" T T O W has the war affected education 
- t S . in Britain?" is a question of inter

est to teachers everywhere. So, without 
analysing causes or interpreting motives, 
I shall answer that question by stating 
a few facts, hard facts. 

One of thc first "war" measures taken 
by the present government was to post
pone the extension of the school leaving 
age. As from September, 1939, it was to 
have been compulsory for a child to at
tend scliGC-i up to the age of fifteen 
years, instead of fourteen. Thus a recom
mendation that had stood for years and 
recently became law was to be carried 
out in practice. Came the war—and the 
new legislation was immediately waived, 
leaving the age limit once more at the 

terest in the music will impart itself to 
the class. Music appreciation means 
listening, and right here we have a splen
did opportunity,, for inducing and de
veloping the habit in children over a two 
or three minute period. 

Expectancy is of course one of our 
best psychological aids in arousing atten
tion. A class that has been prepared to 
know what to expect and has been re
quested to listen for certain definite 
things will be interested in what is taking 
place during the broadcast and will find 
concentration of attention a pleasureable 
act. A few of the themes of the instru
mental items taught to the class (so that 
they can be whistled or hummed) will 
help greatly by breaking down the bar
rier of theunknown. If the titles of the 
musical items are written on a black
board and pointed to by the teacher as 
they arc played, the eye will assist the 
ear in keeping tlie mind from wandering. 
A few skilfully directed questions imme
diately after the broadcast, when details 
are still fresh in the memory, will often 
help to clarify what was dimly perceived 
at the moment of reception. 

To sum up—the radio, as an aid in 
education, has revealed excellent possi
bilities. Its use, in the future, will prob
ably be extended. In the field of Music 
Appreciation its value is outstanding. 
But, in order to make its'use effective, 
we must gradually evolve a listening-in 
technique. The above few suggestions 
may be regarded as a crude start. 

old position. The result has been felt in 
administrative, teaching and pupil circles 
alike; staffing arrangements have had to 
be adjusted, young teachers trained in 
anticipation of the greater demanu for 
degree qualifications find themselves on 
the shelf, while many youngsters who 
had already registered for a further 
year of schooling are "quiting" in the 
hope of picking up some wartime job, 
that only too often will prove a blind-
alley. (Recent press report: "the filling 
of bandoliers with bullets is done, in this 
factory, by boys of fourteen to sixteen 
years of age.") 

Scarcely had war started when notifi
cation was given that no school leaving 
certificates would be issued "for the 
duration". This was done to remove the 
difficulties of setting up examination 
machinery—difficulties occasioned by the 
redistribution of the school population. 
The suggestion that prospective candi
dates for the School Leaving exams 
should take the University Preliminary 
(a sort of University Entrance) was not 
looked upon with favor by the teachers, 
whose organizations have put forward a 
counter-proposal to the effect that a so-
called "national" certificate should be 
issued on the basis of school examina
tion results and a visit from an in
spector. At the present moment, any 
such certificate would not receive the 
endorsement of the Scottish Education 
Department, but this situation may soon 
be changed. 

A recent issue of The B. C. Teacher 
contained an article by Vic, Osterhout 
on the Junior Instructional Centres. 
Alas! How often in the course of human 
history has tribute been paid posthum
ously: J . I. C.'s and many other forms 
of adult or continuation classes have been 
wiped out by the war. Even the winter 
program of such bodies as the Educa
tional Committee of Cooperative Socie
ties have suffered. 

Last, but by no means least of thc 
problems facing education in Britain to
day, are those created by thc evacuation 
scheme. Few, if any other, war meas
ures have provoked such , controversy, 
partly because this one touches so many 
people. 

Official comment on the situation has 
naturally emphasized the advantages of 
the scheme (though in the debate of 

<~7' 
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Nov. 17th even the Government seemed 
to be getting tired-of reiterating these). 
The trouble is that healthier living con
ditions (literally "hair-raising" stories 
came back from the "reception" areas as 
the shame and squalor of the slums in
vaded the countryside), gains in child
ren's weight, etc., are advantages not 
strictly educational in nature. One broad
cast apologia pointed out how advan
tageous would be the need to do more 
oral work in foreign languages owing to 
the scarcity of texts, etc., but it is rather 
difficult to take that sort of claim seri
ously. 

The facts of the situation are that in 
very few places in these islands is edu
cation pursuir~\":. ••ormal course, and a 
return to normal is still a remote possi
bility—in fact, one might say an impos
sibility until hostilities have ceased. 

For the purpose of the evacuation 
scheme, Britain was divided into three 
types of areas: (1) "Danger" areas, 
where the existence of certain industries 
made a town a first-class military objec
tive; (2) "Neutral" areas, supposedly 
of little interest to enemy bombers; (3) 
"Safe" areas, of no military value. 
Children living in areas of the first cate
gory had the option of evacuation iO 
places in the third group, according to 
carefully worked-out plans, while no or
ganized evacuation took place, either to 
or from the "'neutral" areas. 

Obviously, the "neutral" areas were 
least affected; once the Home Defence 
authorities were satisfied that measures 
had been taken to reduce the number 
of students in attendance in a building 
at any one time (by instituting double 
shifts, for example) and to provide some 
A . R. P. (in the school close to where 
we live the youngsters have been distri
buted among the surrounding houses for 
shelter in event of a raid), classes have 
proceeded much as usual. Of course, 
periods have been reduced in length or 
the curriculum limited to the bare essen
tials. Recently, with the abandonment of 
daylight saving time, a problem arises 
as to How to get young children home 
safely in the blackout. 

In the "safe" or "reception" areas, too, 
things are beginning to settle down fairly 
well. Some of the public (in the English 
sense, hence private in our estimation) 
scnools of greater London were able to 
move lock, stock and barrel into fairly 
adequate quarters far from war's alarms, 
and continue much as if nothing had 
happened;' Certain areas managed, by 

. v i r t u e of normally superfluous accom

modation and the loan of a few teachers 
from the "danger" areas, to resume the 
even tenor of peacetime routine. But 
frequently overcrowding and insufficient 
equipment to cope with the "invasion" 
have forced upon many areas the meas
ures already referred to above, and have 
been responsible for many an evacuee's 
return home. 

It is in the "danger" areas, from which 
many students have been evacuated and 
where schools have been closed entirely, 
that the worst state of affairs prevails. 

To take the Glasgow area as a case 
in point—at least 50% of the school 
children of the city arc at this moment 
living at home; 80% of these never left. 
Glasgow, the remainder are evacuees 
who have returned for various reasons. 

What has been done to meet the need 
of these thousands of youngsters? In the 
first place, when weeks became months 
and no official action was forthcoming, 
the staffs of various schools began to 
provide tuition for small groups in pri
vate homes, nearby halls, public libraries 
etc. and to arrange weekly assignments 
of work to be done at home by students 
and corrected individually by the teacher. 
These "stop-gap" methods have achieved 
considerabl success and the response of 
the students speaks well for their seri
ous attitude to work. But, naturally, not 
all students could be catered for in this 
manner. 

Recently, however, the senior second
ary, and more recently, the junior sec
ondary forms are to be allowed to start 
regular work, provided that A . R. P. 
is available and that no more than a 
limited number of students is present in 
the school building at one time. (This 
will be managed by staggering time
tables and by teaching small classes). 
However, an optimistic estimate sets 
Christmas as the earliest date for the 
full opening in Glasgow of secondary 
schools and Easter for elementary 
schools. In the meantime, thousands of 
children are roaming the streets; you can 
see them for yourself any time you want 
to stroll down Main Street, Bridgcton. 

Such, then, arc the principal effects 
of the war upon the educational system 
of Great Britain. Did someone mention 
Cinderella? : 

IN a 48-page number, space is very 
much at a premium. To the authors 

of articles the publication of which has 
been postponed — perhaps, repeatedly 
postponed—The B.C.Teacher offers its 
helpless regrets. 
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Another Co-operative Insurance Plan 
For B. C. T. F. Members—Why Not? 

By A . T . A L S B U R Y , Chairman, B. C. T, F. Sick Benefit Fund 

CO - O P E R A T I O N is in the air. The 
manifold advantages of co-operative 

enterprises within our organization are 
rapidly becoming apparent to all. Our 
Sick Benefit Fund is proving highly 
popular within the Federation, and its 
membership is growing daily. 

The addition of sickness and accident 
protection is but the latest of many 
services offered by the Federation to its 
members, and but one additional proof 
of the usefulness of the B. C. T. F. h 
is, an indication, moreover, of the pos
sibilities which lie ahead of extending 
the scope and activity of the Federation 
in the interests of its members. 

Already several teachers, who arc now 
enthusiastic members and supporters of 
the Sick Benefit Fund, have written in 
to ask if it would be possible to inaugur
ate a co-operative life insurance plan. 
The writer is definitely of the opinion 
that it is. In this connection, we are 
once more indebted to the active Ontario 
Secondary Teachers' Association for the 
rlead it has given, as it has done with 

such marked success in the field of the 
Sick Benefit Fund plans. There are, 
moreover, similar life insurance plans al
ready operating in the province under 
the Friendly Societies Act. 

The brief outline below gives the ad
vantages of such a proposed plan, and 
suggested regulations under which it 
might be administered, if and when the 
Federation should decide to adopt a 
scheme of this-nature: 
1. Such a plan would enable the Federa

tion to offer life insurance protection 
at wholesale prices, since the facilities 
of the Federation would be employed 
to collect the premiums, and all ex
penses would be kept to the absolute 
minimum. 

Selling and administrative costs of 
-. commercial insurance companies are 

said to absorb 35% of all premiums. 
' These costs would be saved, plus 
dividends, as this would be a non
profit plan. 

2. The first requirement for member
ship in the plan, of course, would be 
membership in the B. C. T. F. 

3. BENEFITS:—$1,000 cash in case of 
the death of the insured member. 

4. This plan would offer what is known 
as "term insurance"—i.e., each pre
mium pays for the protection for one 
year only. It provides protection only, 
and not savings in addition, as do the 
more expensive types, of life insur
ance which develop increasingly large 
cash surrender values. In this respect 
it is like fire and theft insurance, 
where one buys protection only for a 
given period. Such term policies are 
the cheapest form of life insurance 
obtainable. They would not be in
tended to be a man's main protection, 
but rather 'an extra during those 
years when his family is most in need 
of protection. 

5. The annual contributions could be 
averaged over ten-year periods, and 
when a member passed from one age 
group to another, he would automatic
ally begin to pay the higher contribu
tions. 

The following is a suggested scale of 
premiums: 

Age 21 to 29 - - - - $ 6.00 
" 30 to 39 - - - - 8.00 
" 40 to 49 - - - - 10.00 
" 50 to 59 - - - - 16.00 

(There might also be an initiation fee 
from $3 to $5 to give the nucleus of an 
accumulated reserve fund.) 

As intimated above, a similar scheme 
is now being operated by the Ontario 
Secondary Teachers' Association with a 
slightly lower scale of premiums. I f such 
a scheme were adopted by the Federation, 
however, it would undoubtedly be pre
ferable to follow the procedure adopted 
in the case of the Sick Benefit Fund plan 
by charging higher contributions at fir;t 
with a view to a reduction as soon as 
warranted by the accumulation of a suf
ficiently large reserve fund. 

It is estimated that it would require 
1000 interested Federation members to 
launch the plan. A t the outset, it would 
be advisable to limit the protection of
fered to $1,000 per member but at a 
later stage this amount could he in
creased, and the plan extended ir.'a num
ber of ways as soon as "there was suffi
cient demand on the part of members... 

Statistics published by insurnnce..co'.n-
panies show that ,n great rriany persons 

(Concluded on page/ 265) 
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Our Rural Teachers' Question Box 
(Correspondence intended for this department should be addressed to 

D. G . MORRISON, Port Coquitlam) 

R E A D E R S arc reminded that if any 
given classroom problem has 

bothered them at some time or other, it 
is likely to be bothering other teachers. 
The actual raising of questions is the 
first step toward securing answers,— 
answers discovered by the asker himself 
or by some more experienced colleague. 

Q U E S T I O N 1: Can you give me some 
assistance with practical arts? We can 
get very little money for supplies. 

This question was published in the 
November issue and an answer was 
secured from a teacher in St. August
ine's, Vancouver, who prefers to remain 
anonymous. Delay in publication resulted 
from the manuscript getting into a 
wrong file. We would remind the teacher 
who submitted this question that in 
March last Thc B. C. Teacher contained 
an excellent article on practical arts in 
rural schools, from the pen of L . B. 
Matthews of Happy Valley School. 

P R A C T I C A L A R T S 
I N T H E E L E M E N T A R Y G R A D E S 

AT the commencement of the school 
term the teacher will naturally 

make plans for her year's programme. 
She is aware of the importance of the 
preparation that is necessary for the 
teaching of any subject but more 
especially for such work as Practical 
Arts. The work for the year may be 
divided into three sections. 

1. Craft Unit, that is Paper and 
Cardboard Modelling. 

2. Needlecraft in the Home. 
3. Plastic Modelling. 
In presenting a new lesson in this 

first unit it is essential for thc teacher 
to see that all material and equipment 
has been prepared and distributed to 
the class before the lesson commences. 
A n outline drawing of the model to 
be made with measurements marked 
thereon, should be placed on the black
board beforehand. A finished model of 
the project should be shown to the 
class, and an explanation of its use 
given. This model made on a larger 

.-scale so that it may be seen more 
easily by all the pupils. 

For pupils; in Grade IV. or in the 
• lower grades, perhaps the best method 
in teaching this line of work would 

be to explain one measurement or 
step and then have the pupils draw 
or make that step. When all the class 
have marked or drawn a particular 
line another steps may be taught until 
all steps have been taught and the 
model is ready for pasting. A l l pupils 
will now be ready for this'stage at 
the same time. In pasting have the 
pupils use old magazines on which to 
place the articles to be pasted. This 
will teach them to care for their desks 
and keep them clean from paste stains. 
If the model pasted is flat it should 
be placed in one of their text books 
and pressed immediately. In the mean
time the decorations for the model 
may be cut and prepared. 

What To Make 
Nothing pleases the child of this age 

more than to be able to make some
thing useful for himself or for thc 
home. As outlined in the course of 
study many inexpensive, useful articles 
may be made as, report-card case, 
paper bag, long envelopes, book-marks, 
small boxes, booklets with lining, 
greeting cards, etc. The materials re
quired for these may be. construction 
and lining-paper, cover paper, light 
cardboard and colored paper for decor
ating. 

In thc making of these objects the 
specific aims of thc teacher should be, 
the teaching of measuring, marking, 
folding, scoring and pasting. In the 
decorating of the various objects the 
child may be trained in thc choice of 
color harmonies. This unit may be 
taught till Christmas in 60 minute 
periods per week. 

Needlecraft in the Home 
In this second unit, if presented with 
the proper outlook, the teacher wil l 
find that both boys and girls will work 
at it happily. As an .introduction to 
this unit, spool knitting may be taught. 
This will help develop the technique 
of simple knitting. From the rope or 
coil knitted, such articles as table 
mats, curtain ties, pot holders and 
floor mats may be made. 

In undertaking the work in sewing... 
the child will now learn'- that our aim 
in art is to make something useful and 
yet beautiful. His skill in using smalL 
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eyed needles and in the application of 
folds, hems and running-stitch will 
develop. Here again such interesting 
articles as a bean or marbic bag, toy 
animals and dolls may be made from 
oilcloth, gingham, felt, print, cretonne 
or any other such materials. If the 
class funds (as is the case in many of 
our rural schools) cannot meet all the 
demands for the required materials for 
this course the teacher may encourage 
the children to bring in different 
pieces of goods from their own home. 
The variety of materials will add to 
the interest and it will be surprising 
what whole-hearted response both 
boys and girls will show, when they 
are taught such useful lessons. 

Plastic Modelling 
In undertaking this last unit the 

teacher may introduce the lesson by 
a short talk on how men long ago 
made dishes of clay. After a few les
sons or some previous experience in 
Plastic Modelling the pupils should 
then be ready to design some of the 
more difficult models. With the aid of 
a wire or string a ball of plasticene 
or clay may be cut in half. Each of 
the halves may be modelled into cups 
and vases. Border designs may be put 
on with a tool to add interest by 
decorating. Such things as candle 
holders, toad stools and igloos can be 
made from halves of balls. Use half 
a ball for the body and small balls 
for the head. Then add tail, legs and 
ears. When all parts have been as
sembled, model with fingers and tools. 
In the making of leaves, start with 
ball and roll into oval shape and flat
ten on board. If a spray is made place 
leaves at right angles to stem. Draw 
veins on leaves, tapering them toward 
the outer edge. Fruit such as grapes 
or cherries may also be designed. 

In the making of sand tables one 
will find this unit of great help. If 
figures or people are to be in an up
right position try and choose charac
ters that are most likely to have a 
solid base and even enlarge the feet 
if necessary. One must be careful to 
place the various objects so as to give 
a realistic and artistic appearance 
when project is completed. Always 
watch proportions in the individual 
models in project-work by using con
trast to determine size. This will 
eliminate, for instance, a dog being the 
same size as a horse. Some suggested 
models are: A Norman castle, a 

Roman bridge, an airport, Indian 
reservation with trees, rocks, canoes, 
blankets, teepees or totem poles; 
Egyptian scene, palm trees, camels, 
pyramids, sphinx; Eskimo scene, dog, 
igloos, fox; Chinese temples may also 
be made. 

One should carefully prepare these 
lessons b e f o r e h a n d and be very 
familiar and precise with the measure
ments and proportions to be given. To 
keep the children interested vary the 
lessons as mucin as possible. Do not 
look for perfection but be satisfied 
with attempts; improvements will come 
rapidly when interest is aroused. En
courage all who try. Modelling is to 
teach or shape and to help quicken 
one's observation. 

Craft Unit, Light Woodwork 
In the majority of our rural schools, 

where the necessary equipment for the 
Craft Unit in Light Woodword is 
lacking, this work may be carried on 
to a certain extent. Have the pupils 
trace on pieces of 3-ply such simple 
designs as a cat, dog, swan, etc. With 
the aid of a fret-saw the design may 
be sawed and the edges sand-papered 
to make them smooth. Attach these 
to a piece of wood placed at right 
angles at the base of the design and 
the result is a set of book ends or a 
door stop. With some small tins of 
inexpensive paint these objects may 
be colored and this,' will add much to 
the beauty of the model. This kind of 
work will give to both boys and girls 
an interest in handwork as a hobby. 

Q U E S T I O N 2: How can I teach science 
when I can get no money for apparatus? 

How much one can do with very 
limited resources is a fair test of one's 
originality and initiative. Mr. Donald 
Cochrane of Ocean Falls has offered 
frequent practical suggestions in this re
gard. In The B. C. Teacher for Decem
ber, 1938, he showed how a problem so 
complicated as that of weighing air could, 
be handled by anyone whose equipment 
included a pair of scales and a round-
bottomed flask—plus the necessary in
genuity. Last March he dealt with fas
cinating experiments involving saline 
solutions, requiring nothing more preten
tious than snow and water and salt, and 
some sardine cans. Here follows another 
contribution from the same scholarly and 
ingenious teacher, which we are offering 
as a contribution toward the answer of 
the question quoted above. 
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10-CEXT T H E R M O - B A R O M E T E R 
JSy DONALD COCHRANE, Ocean Falls 
You need a test-uibe (or a small 

bottle), a cork with a hole in it, and a 
toot or two of glass tubing sticking 
through the cork, to the bottom of thc 
test-tube. Put in a little inky water, and 
you have a combined thermometer and 
barometer, much more delicate than the 
ordinary instruments. This is a variation 
of Galileo's air thermometer, which you 
may find in any physics book. Its disad
vantages are well known, but it has the 
great advantage of showing small differ
ences of either temperature or pressure 
in a way that can be seen by the whole 
class. 

To use it as a thermometer: You can 
mark the freezing-point on it, but not the 
boiling-point ( as you will find out if you 
try). So your upper point must be body 
temperature—a convenient constant that 
you carry around with you all the time. 

Unless your mouth is big enough to 
hold the whole test-tube, you had better 
use the temperature in your arm-pit, 
which is about 97j^°F. You can mark 
these two temperatures on a card, and 
divide the distance between them into 
degrees; a pleasant exercise for your 
class. Arrange the card to slide up and 
down on the tube, because the reading 
will change with every change in air 
pressure. On account of these changes 
you will have to standardize it every 
day, by dipping it in ice-water, and mov
ing the card up or down till it matches. 

To use it as a barometer, mark the 
height it stands at in ice-water. The 
temperature being thus made constant, 
the volume of air inside will be in 
inverse ratio to the atmospheric pressure. 
If you can compare its readings to those 
of an ordinary barometer, you can make 
a scale that will show the state of the 
atmosphere, as long as you can get 
ice-water. 

Here is a little problem for the 
teacher: According to Boyle's and 
Charles's laws, the variations for either 
temperature or pressure are in propor
tion to the duplicate ratio of the dia
meters of the test-tube and thc tubing. 
But with large ratios thc variations tend 
to approach a maximum, owing to thc 
weight, in the tube. Express this alge
braically. 

:,;. . QUESTION 3: Please suggest some self-
teaching devices for the lower grades. 

In response to • this request we have 
secured the following suggestions from 
Miss Scanlon: 

S E L F - T E A C H I N G D E V I C E S 
(a) Arithmetic: Combinations and 

separations; multiplication and division 
facts. 

Use cards (say) 3 inches by 2 inches 
and from one corner cut a half-inch 
square. Print the given combination on 
one side and the combination together 
with answer on the reverse side. When 
the cards are stacked so that the corners 
fit, the uncompleted combinations will all 
be on corresponding sides and thc "an
swers" likewise on corresponding sides. 
The child may run through the pack and 
pick out the cards that involve difficulty. 
By reversing the pack and studying the 
answers thc child may aid himself in 
gaining mastery of the facts. 

(fc) Phonics: On cards of suitable 
size (say 5 inches by I'A inches) print 
final "blends", e.g., e t , and on smaller 
cards (say 2 inches by VA inches) print 
initial consonants and blends, with which, 
the child may work out words for him
self, after being taught the blends. 
Other similar devices will suggest 
themselves. 

QUESTION 4: Kindly suggest handwork 
suitable for Grades III and IV. 

We are indebted to Miss Olivia 
Regan, 966 Burrard Street, Vancouver, 
for the following reply to the foregoing 
request: 

H A N D W O R K I N G R A D E S III & IV 
Here is an exercise in "space filling" 

decorative panels that appeals to children 
of Grades III and IV. 

Each child was given a sheet of black 
paper (9 inches by 12 inches) and was 
told to place in this a vase full of 
flowers. As the vase and flowers should 
well fill the space some guidance had to 
be given. Several tracings, on heavy 
paper, of a shape resembling a large egg 
in a stand, were distributed. These 
were lightly traced by the child on thc 
black paper as a limit to thc size of 
decoration. 

This decorative panel can be carried 
out in crayon, pastel . cut paper. I 
chose the latter. The children brought 
gold, silver and coloured papers from 
old greeting cards or magazines to sup
plement the scraps from the Manual 
Arts classes. 

First came the choice of colour for thc 
vase. By tracing the bottom portion of 
the basic shape this would conform to 
the pencil tracing on the black paper. 
Their choice lay in the depth of vase or 
bowl necessary to hold the flower stocks. 
The six colours for this grade are 
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divided into warm (yellow, red, orange) 
and cool (blue, green, purple) colours, 
and no picture is complete unless there 
is some of both, not an equal amount. 
They then must choose coloured paper 
for the flowers, opposite to the vase 
colour. Here restriction as to numbrr 
of colours had to be laid down. One 
colour with two or three tones of that 
colour with white, silver, gold and the 
colour of the vase gave us quite a range 
of colour and tone. As this must of 
necessity carry over into several lessons, 
the children brought flat bags obtained 
from drygoods stores in which to hold 
their scraps of paper. 

Here followed a discussion on flower 
and leaf shapes fro mpictures and arti
ficial flowers. Any kind of flower of 
known or imaginary species was to be 
used. The following conclusions were 
drawn: (1) The larger flower shapes 
are near the bottom of the stock or 
centre or bottom of the group, necessi
tating a variety of size of flower or leaf 
form. (2) There is a variety of tone, 
light against dark, in this grade. (3) 
There should be repetition of colour and 
shape well distributed. (4) There could 
be variety o f shape. Here a word of 
warning about the use of gold and silver. 
Paste can only be used on one side of 
this paper. These colours with" white 
are used for emphasis only, as a bright 
spot in an otherwise dull flower. 

From small squares of newsprint trial 
shapes were made. By folding the 
square into quarters one petal shape is 
cut. This makes, when opened, a flower 
of four petals. If these are traced on 
two contrasting or similar colours and 
pasted together with a daub of paste in 
the centre a flower of eight petals is 
formed. The four under petals may be 
reshaped to resemble sepals. 

When a number of these flower and 
leal shapes were made came the task of 
arrangement. Here it was necessary to 
draw their attention to the laws of the 
game as mentioned in the above para
graph, and that care must be taken to 
keep within the pencil tracing. Then, 
too, the children must be urged to pack 
the vase with flowers,—a few blooms on 
long straggly stalks will look meagre. 
Leaves of dark and light green can "fill 
up the gaps" between the flowers them
selves. Encourage overlapping and some 
of the flowers may hang downwards 
over the front of the vase. 

The results of this exercise may hor
rify the precise horticulturalist but they 
make fine colour bouquets and often 
beautiful wall decorations. A spraying 
of shellac preserves the surface. 

Q U E S T I O N 5: The relations bet-ween 
pupils and teachers in this school are ex
ceedingly friendly and this happy state 
of affairs causes embarrassment every 
year when the youngsters overwhelm us 
with Christmas presents. What should 
we do about it? 

ANSWER: This difficulty has received 
serious attention on the part of the staff 
in numerous schools in British Columbia. 
The policy that has proven most satis
factory is for the principal to issue a 
notice calling attention to some special 
social service that is in need of support 
and requesting on behalf of himself and 
his colleagues that the dimes frequently 
devoted to greatly appreciated gifts to 
teachers be turned in the suggested direc
tion. This year certain schools are devot
ing these special funds to contributions 
to the Provincial Solarium or to the 
Junior Red Cross. To The B. C. Teacher 
this seems the best solution of a very 
delicate problem. 

(Continued from page 261) 

in the low income brackets carry no life 
insurance at all, apparently because they 
can not afford it, and that another large 
group carry as little as $1,000. Accord
ing to a recent report of the Department 
of Education, of the 4,000 teachers in 
British Columbia, 1,300 receive a salary 
under $1,000, and 2,500 are in the group 
whose salaries do not exceed $1,500. This 
large group of teachers, particularly 
those with families and dependents, are 
amongst those wage-earning groups 
which undoubtedly find it impossible to 

carry adequate life insurance protection 
at the prevailing commercial rates. The 
possibilities of securing life insurance 
protection at cheap rates, therefore, 
should appeal to a large body of our 
B. C. T. F. members. 

If such a plan appeals to you because 
you are interested in securing life insur
ance protection at low rates, you are 
asked to write us to that effect. Provided 
there is an indication of sufficient inter
est, the writer is prepared to request the 
B. C. T. F. Executive to set up the 
necessary machinery to investigate the 
matter more fully. 



What We Are Reading 
T ^ C S " Cahiers, Revue TrimcstrieUe 

^ Publiee par Les Franciscains 
du Canada. 

The B. C. Teacher acknowledges 
with appreciation the , December 
number of the quarterly named 
above.- This journal is, of course, 
directed to a very specific group of 
readers, bitt^thofi': whose primary 
interest is not theological or eccles
iastical w»H find very eniigiitening 
and somewhat moving an article on 
the colonization of the Abitibi. Few, 
will read itr without recalling the 
heroic and tragic story of Maria 
Chapdelaine and her kinsfolk, it is 
people of the same ,type who are 
hewing put homes in the forbidding 
forests north of Lake Abitibi. The 
habitant makes a colonist of whom 
Canada vr--> -well- be proud. It is 
hard to resist tne temptation to 
reproduce at length some of the 
conversations with settlers which 

..the- writer reports. 
•• "Un debut.. de colon", remarks 
one backwoods - philosopher, "re-
qu'.ert' une1 volonte d'abord: une 
volonte .pour travailler et une 
volonte pour economiser." Et tous 
les membres d c l a famille doivent 
s'appliquer. a cette double tache. 
Ensuite, il faut la resignation, 
I'esprit de sacrifice. . . . II faut'non 
seulement aimer la terre, mais aussi 
la' connaitre. . . . Tous les membres 
de la famille doivent-cooperer. aux 

"differentes taches qu'exige un bon 
.. etablissement de colon. C'est pour-
quoL il est plus facile a une famille 
de',reussir qu'a un celibataire. . . . 
Qui, certains viennent en Abitibi 
pour chercher de Tor. Ici' (dans 
notre region "agricule), nous en 
trouvons a la surface rje la terre. 
J'estime que les produits que nous 
donne notre terre, c'est de l'or, ca." 

. C a n you not smell his tabac 
canadien? 

Apropos of the current welcome 
visit of Mr . Angus S. Mclntyre, 
Field Secretary of St. Francis Xavier 
University Extension Department, who 
is on loan to the University of British 
Columbia for the organization of British 
Columbia Fishermen's Co-operatives and 
Credit Unions, the review of a pamphlet 
by Mr. Paul E . Marquis (Montreal, 
Service de librairie de l 'U . C. C , 1939. 
In 16, 28 pp.; ICc.) easily evokes atten
tion; "Mr. Marquis' brochure is entitled 
"La restauration economique par l'edu-
cation _ du peuple. Une experience: 
Antigonish". The reviewer comments 

i'upon' the transformation of poverty-
"stricken counties into regions of pros
perity. The means have been study 
circles, credit unions and co-operative 
stores. These enterprises have developed 
under the beneficent aegis of Antigonish 
University and, as the reviewer remarks, 
the story^provides evident poof of the 
truly efficacious and salutary role that a 
University may play in the region in 
which it is situated.—N. F. B. 

ME-Sec and the Jungle; by H . M . 
A Tomlinsqn; Toronto, The Copp 

Clark Co. Ltd.; London, Duckworth & 
Co.; pp. 320; 1939 reprint; 60c. 

This book was my first introduction 
to the New Readers' Library. I don't 
know how long the scries has been in 
existence but 1927 is the date given for 
its first printing of The Sea and the 
Jungle which stands third on the list of 
44 titles. Although.the list of authors 
includes some well-known names — 
Tchckoli, Galsworthy, Gorky and Bellow 
—the majority seem to be men who rank 
high in the "second-class" group or who, 
though "'first-class", appeal only to a 
select coterie of readers. A few of them 
are: W. H . Hudson, Maurice Baring, 
Edmund Blunden, Osbcrt Sitwell, Robert 
Lynd^and William Gerhardi., 
The Sea and She Jungle, first published 
in 1912, is the narrative of the'voyage 
of a>tramp steamer, the Capeila, out
wards from Swansea, Wales, to San 
Antonio Falls, some 2000 miles along the 
Amazon River, tnd homeward hy way 
of Tampa, Florida. Its very dedication, 
"To Those Who Did Not Go", should 
endear it to the armchair reader of 
adventure books. Tomlinson's accounts 
of hardships, hurricanes and tropical heat 
never make us. guiltily conscious of our 
slippered case. Instead they make us 
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revel in our comfort. We are constantly 
solaced with passages such as: "I had 
changed the murk of winter in London 
for the discomforts of the Dog Days. I 
had come thousands of miles to see the 
thermometer rise. Where are the Spanish 
Main, the Guianas, and the Brazils? At 
last I discovered where. I found their 
true bearings. They are in Raleigh's 
Golden City of Manoa, in Burney's 
Buccaneers of America, with Drake, 
Humboldt, Bates and Wallace: and I 
had left them all at home. We borrow 
the light of an observant and imagina
tive traveller, and see the foreign land 
bright with his aura; and we think it is 
the country which shines". 

Still, though he thus enables us to 
retain our complacency and frees us 
from inordinate envy, Tomlinson shows 
us everywhere that he did enjoy his im-
pulsively-entered-upon trip as purely 
nominal purser on the ship of his old 
friend the skipper. His descriptions are 
vivid yet unpretentious. His incidental 
characterizations of his fellow travellers, 
especially of the chief engineer, tlie 
doctor, and the skipper are masterly. 
Scattered through the book are half-a-
dozen or so brief "yy'rns". Most memor
able is the one that "aids with the recog
nition, by means of a prominent wart, of 
a dried-up human head purchased from 
the Indians. Some of the ethers have 
a supernatural slant. 

The book abounds in sentences and 
phrases which reveal the lovable person
ality of the author. There is, too, a 
rather unexpected undercurrent of bitter
ness against the injustices of the English 
social scene of the early 20th century. 
Altogether, the reader who has never 
before hearcL of Tomlinson may be 
assured o^-iev^ral evenings of pleasant 
enjoy men'./ If he is anxious to learn 
more of(the author he may find con-
firmatiouof his own conclusions in the 
verdict of William Lyon Phelps who, 
speaking from personal knowledge, says: 
"Tomlinson impressed us all by his 
modesty, sincerity and unaffected 

• goodness''.—S. M . 

BRITAIN and The Empire (from 
1603) : By E. L . Daniher; Copp 

Clark Company Limited, Toronto; 341 
pp.; 1939; 70c. 

Here is a book which revitalizes the 
past—a book in which actor and artist, 
inventor and explorer, peasant and fac
tory worker, king and diplomat jostle 
each other through the work-a-day world 
of man's affairs. 

The author, a teacher in the University 
of Toronto schools, explains in his fore-
ward that the book is largely the out
growth of classroom work in which his 
aim has been to make the pupils aware 
of the nature of human society and how 
it works. Consequently the author has 
viewed each period from all angles and 
has presented a clear, well-rounded pic
ture of the times. 

The topics are arranged in four parts, 
one for each century from the 17th-20th 
inclusive. In part one, dealing with the 
Stuarts, the major political and religious 
controversies are presented first and then 
follow these four chapters devoted to a 
study of everyday life of the times— 
"Englishmen Across the Seas", "Business 
Life in Stuart Times," "Art Literature, 
Science and Health" and "Social Life 
in Later Stuart Times." In part four, 
concerning "Our Own Times," the author 
endeavors to give a vivid picture of the 
idealism and harsh reality following the 
Great War. The chapters in part four 
are of exceptional value because of their 
recent publication and up-to-date ma
terial. In referring to Britain's peace 
effort and disarmament plans, and to her 
failure to check the disturbers of the 
peace he writes: "The risk she ran will 
be to her everlasting credit; the prac
tical wisdom of it is debatable." 

The fine concluding chapter called 
"Epilogue" places stress on loyalty to 
Britain. Here the author would inspire 
youth of the Empire with true demo
cratic ideals of freedom, good-will, and 
good sportsmanship. "The adoption of 
these ideals as our own," he writes, 
would probably best fit us to serve 
worthily both our country and the world 
at large." 

A list of books for background read
ing is given at the beginning of each of 
the tliirteen sections and includes such 
well-known stories as "Northwest Pas
sage" (Roberts); "Kim" (Kipling), and 
"The King's Grace" (Buchan). Also 
helpful reference books, with pagrj, are 
named at the beginning of each chapter. 
Questions and suggested activities may 
be found in the Appendix as well as 
throughout the book. 

The illustrations arc numerous and 
interesting. Of particular significance are 
the photographs of period furniture, and 
reproductions by famous artists as Ho
garth and Ford Madox Brown. 

Four full-page maps included at the 
end of the Appendix would be of in
valuable assistance to the student.— 
Frances I. Higginbotham. 
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DISCOVERY OE THE ELE
MENTS; By Mary Elvira Weeks; 

4th edition, revised and enlarged. Illus
trated. Scranton, Pa.; published by the 
Journal of Chemical Education; 1939; 
pp. 470; $3.75. 

For readers who are not familiar with 
the three previous editions of Miss 
Weeks' work it might be pointed out 
that the author is Associate Professor 
of Chemistry at the University of Kansas 
and that the first edition of her book., in 
1934, was greeted enthusiastically by 
both the Journal of the American Chem
ical Society and by the authoritative In
dustrial and Engineering Chemistry. The 
twenty-seven chapters of Discovering thc 
Elements carry the reader from the 
chemistry of the ancients, through the 
ambitious aspirations of tlie alchemists, 
down to the reported detection in 1936 
by Professor H . Hulubei of clement 87. 
The information has been culled from 
"old chemical journals, biographical dic
tionaries, old letters, and obsolete text
books that are seldom read by the busy 
modern chemist." And the result has 
been, still quoting the same source, a 
"story of the disclosure, one by one, of 
the chemical elements" which "has never 
been told as a connected narrative." 

Thc most significant mechanical feat
ures of the book are an excellent ten-
page chronology, a nine-page index which 
conveniently differentiates between por
trait references and biographical sketches, 
and almost three hundred illustrations— 
several of them full-page ones. At the 
close of each chapter are "Literature 
Cited" sections which give detailed ref
erences to authorities referred to in the 
body of the chapter. • • 

As would be expected, there is no 
correspondence between the pagination of 
the older and the revised edition. The 
1939 text contains one hundred and seven 
extra pages and six entirely new chap
ters. Close examination reveals that 
there is scarcely a chapter which does 
not contain a number of added or greatly 
revised paragraphs. The new chapters 
deal with topics which have been dis
cussed but briefly in the earlier editions; 
namely: Daniel Rutherford, the de Elhu-
yar brothers, the Klaproth-Kitaibel cor
respondence, Charles Hatchett, Andres 
Manuel del Rio and J . A . Arfwedson. 

Apart from its technical and scholarly 
aspects, the book is, in its intelligible 
(to the lay reader) sections, really good 
reading. Although I couldn't go so far 
us Industrial and Engineering Chemistry 

which hailed it as "a detective story with 
a thousand and one plots—perhaps a 
modern Arabian Nights", 1 would say 
that it is thc sort of book you pick up to 
look through casually and end up by 
spending several hours over. Miss 
Weeks has made a generous use of anec
dote in her biographical sketches and 
has included much that is of interest 
to the non-specialist reader. To mention 
only three examples of enjoyable reading 
there arc her accounts of Cavendish, of 
Daniel Rutherford (uncle to Sir Walter 
Scott) and of the Russian chemist 
Mendcleeff. 

Undoubtedly Discovery of the Ele
ments will be of most value to teachers 
and advanced students of chemistry. 
They will appreciate especially the infor
mation it gives about relatively obscure 
figures and very specialized contributions 
or achievements which are not usually 
listed in a more general work. The 
proper place for the book is as a basic 
text in a course in the field of the history 
of chemistry—and it is used as such in 
at least one western university. It would, 
of course, be valuable, also, to students 
of chemistry courses in which the his
torical development ot the science is 
being followed. Senior matriculation 
students, however, might find it a handy 
and interesting reference book in their 
school library work. A great deal of the 
biographical matter, as distinguished 
from thc more technical content, is well 
within their comprehension.—X.Y.Z. 

PATHWAYS to Reading" by Frances 
Shelley Wees; The Educational 

Book Co. Ltd. and Thos. Nelson & 
Sons Ltd. 

This series, authorized for use in tlie 
New Brunswick schools, would be wel
comed by teachers and pupils in any 
Canadian school. 

Home and Round About (((the Primer, 
price 40c) contains an interesting collec
tion of stories, well-suited both in 
vocabulary and content to children in 
their first term. 

The Open Door (Book I, price 50c) 
follows with some original little stories 
of animals and farm life which would fit 
in well with our courses in social studies 
and science. 

Story Land (Book II, price 60c) pre
sents a group of stories guaranteed to 
fascinate the Grade II child. The selec
tions, "Friends in Canada" and "Canada's 
Children" give an interesting little taste 
of geography and early history. The 
series is attractively illustrated.—M. L . G. 



JANUARY, 1940 Page 269 

LITTLE Pig's Picnic and Other 
Stories, told by Margaret Wise 

Brown; illustrated by Walt Disney; D. 
C. Heath and Co., Boston; agents in Can
ada, The Copp Clark Co., Ltd., 495-517 
Wellington St., W., Toronto; 102 pages. 
Price, 75c. 

This book is beautifully illustrated 
and well written. The children in Grades 
I. and II. will want to have these stories 
lead to them. They will be very inter
ested in the adventures of the various 
animals in the book and also because 
they have seen many of them in the mov
ing pictures. 

Grades III. and IV. will enjoy them 
iii their own library. Both of these Walt 
Disney books would make nice gifts for 
children. 

The animals in these stories are quite 
natural. Little Pig is a runt pig and he 
has a very difficult time trying to sur
vive. He searches everywhere for his 
dinner, but, finally, he succeeds in getting 
more than his share of good things to 
eat. He arouses one's sympathy and every 
one is delighted when he succeeds. 

The Lonely Colt is a typical long-
legged colt who is very unsteady on his 
feet in the beginning, but as time goes 
on he becomes quite a jolly fellow. He 
makes friends with a calf and together 
they gambol everywhere around the 
farm. 

The Ugly Duckling is cleverly depict
ed and the poor little outcast attracts 
a great deal of sympathy. Children 
could learn a lesson of kindness to others 
through this story. It is based on the 
moving picture of that name. 

Pluto's Kitten is the story of a brave 
little kitten who dared to defy a big 
dog in his own house. This fearless 
little creature soon won Pinto's respect 
and friendship. 

The Grasshopper and the Ants is a 
story of laziness and carelessness versus 
hardwork and thrift. There is a splendid 
moral in this story. Laziness lias no 
place in the lives of the ants. While they 
are working hard during the summer the 
foolish grasshopper is having a grand 
time singing and dancing the summer 
away. When winter came it didn't take 
him long to realize the folly of his ways. 
He was glad to receive the kindly hos
pitality of the ants and he_ sincerely 
thanked them, for saving his life. 

The story of the Flying Mouse also 
has a good moral. The little mouse 
wanted to be someone else and thought 
that anyone else was better than he was 
and that others knew more than he did. 

He soon learned that it is sheer folly 
to try to be someone else and he was 
overjoyed to return to his former life. 
He no longer desired to live other 
people's lives. He had expected to enjoy 
the life of a flying mouse and found 
out that his own was beter. 

The Old Mill depicts the faithfulness 
of the mother bird to her young. She 
didn't know that a cog in the mill was 
missing and yet she never deserted her 
nest which was right under the mill 
wheel. A l l had been peace and quiet 
until the night of the storm. 

The pictures in words as well as the 
charming illustrations arc pleasing to 
both old and young.--J. I. A . 

* * * » 

INTENSIVE Readings in French, for 
Grade X I . ; edited by F. C. A . jean-

neret; The Copp Clark Co., Ltd., To
ronto; 176 pages; 1939. Price 50c. 

This really excellent reader—the work 
of Professor Jeanneret of University 
College, University of Toronto—has one 
supreme advantage: It presents to the 
student works by "some of the great and 
near-great authors of France" in their 
original form, except for abridgment for 
class-room use, and yet the editor main
tains a proper reverence for word-lists. 
His book thus manages both to be the 
real thing, and to be scientfic. No small 
feat! 

The literature presented is interesting, 
suitable and varied. First there is a 
three-act comedy by Labiche, Les Petits 
Oiscaux, which offers students an amus
ing introduction to the French theatre. 
Then comes Maupassant's beautiiul 
story, Mon Oncle Jules. The simplicity 
of Maupassant's vocabulary and style 
brings his tales well within the reach 
of Grade X I . students; his work holds 
their interest, and surely cannot fail to 
make a literary, as well as a linguistic, 
impression upon their minds. Les tresor 
du vicux seigneur, by Erckmann and 
Chatrian, is also included. The fact that 
students have already read a simplified 
version of this story in Grade X . should 
merely serve to give them a flying start 
on their reading of the original as given 
here. Finally—and on this the editor is 
to be congratulated—we have two poems 
by Lamartine. It is very doubtful 
whether students will like the amazingly 
unchildlike and rather priggish Hymne 
de I'enfant a son revcil, but 1c Lac, if 
carefully presented, is likely to appeal 
to them. 
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The reader has a short but helpful in
troduction, and a particularly well ar
ranged vocabulary, all the words that 
appear in the text are listed. Those that 
belong to the 2000 words of highest 
frequency, according to Vander Beke and 
Landry, and the 300 idioms of common
est .occurrence according to Cheydleur, 
are listed on the upper part of each 
page. (The author suggests that these 
should be thoroughly learned.) The re
maining vocabulary is listed separately 
at the bottom of each page. There are 
also some good exercises—rather rare in 
a reader: (Questions, word exercises, 
definitions, verb forms, pronunciation 
exercises and so on. Very useful if the 
teacher cares to use them, very easy to 
ignore if not). 

The book is very well got up. Before 
each work is a portrait of the author 
(one of which is guaranteed' to cause 
mirth in any class-room!) and a brief 
account in French of his life and work. 

In short, this is the best fifty-cents 
worth I know of.—JESSIE R. M E N H I R 

T HROUGH the Green Gale, by 
Mabel O'Donnell, Primary Super

visor, Aurora, 111.; illustrated by Flor
ence and Margaret Hoopes; The Alice 
and Jerry Books, Reading Foundation 
Series; Row, .Peterson and Company, 
New York Ci</, F,vanston, 111. and San 
Francisco; agents in Canada, The Copp 
Clark Co., Ltd., 495-517 Wellington St., 
West, Toronto; 1939; 191 pages. Price 
$1.10. 

Through the Green Gate is a very 
beautifully illustrate! book. The pictures 
of both, the animals and people are most 
naturally colored. This book would make 
an excellent supplementary reader for 
Grade II. or III. and would be an asset 
to- any Elementary School Library. 
Grade I. children love it and are very 
attentive while it is being read to them. 
The stories may be used in language 
lessons and the pictures for art appreci

ation. 
The story of the people living near 

that delightful character Miss Lizzie is 
very interesting and realistic. After read
ing the book one feels that he has actu
ally met and known these people. The 
children love Miss Lizzie and they al
ways come to her with their troubles. 
She is kind and sympathetic and ever 
ready to lend a sympathetic ear to their 
tales of woe. She loves them and never 

fails to remember that she, too, was 
young once. She is quite capable of get
ting cross and like most people intensely 
dislikes having her afternoon rest dis
turbed. She honestly endeavors to help 
each.child over the rough spots in his 
daily life. 

The children are very natural and like 
those we meet every day. The average 
child is interested in them because they 
have the same interests as he has. They 
sympathize with them because their dif
ficulties and troubles are much the same. 

Bang has all the traits of E real pony. 
Any boy would be proud to own a pony 
like him. When Jim showed uiat he 
feared him the pony developed some 
very naughty tricks and became very dis
obedient. As soon as Jim overcame his 
fear of Bang the pony began to show 
his affection and respect. 

Patches is just a common ordinary 
mongrel dog whom no one, but a small 
boy like Bil l would want. He is a real 
boy's dog. Even Miss Lizzie is com
pelled to acknowledge him to be of some 
use when he saved Bill's life. Bill's 
mother never again said that she would 
not have a dog in her house and Patches 
became Bill's dog by day and Miss Liz
zie's watchdog.by night. 

Uncle Andrew is a i/rand person who 
knew exactly how Bob felt when he 
missed the circus because he had the 
measles. Like Miss Lizzie he never for
got that he had been young once. The 
circus owner who was a friend of Uncle 
Andrew was delighted to entertain Miss 
Lizzie and Bob. A l l the circus folk took 
time off from their work to talk to them 
and also to perform some o» their fam
ous tricks for them. Like most boys of 
his age, Bob" prized the clowns' picture 
very highly, and he firmly refused to 
part with it.—J. I. A . 

I N D U C T I V E R E A S O N I N G 

JU S T before the vacation the little 
people in a certain school were talk

ing about what they wanted for Christ
mas, taking each other and their teacher 
into their confidence. One tiny miss 
announced that she wanted a baby and 
that was generally accepted as a reason
able enough request. A classmate, how
ever, more worldly wise and observant, 
remonstrated. "I think", she said, "that 
Mary should wait till she is a woman. 
Then sheMl have a baby anyhow—unless 
she is a school teacher*. 
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Correspondence 
M A J O R B U R N E T T A G A I N * 

.'027 West 28th Avenue, 
Vancouver, Dec. 7, 1939. 

An Open Letter io the President ot the 
British Columbia Teachers' Federation, 

1300 Robsou Street, 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Dear Sir : 
I wish to thank you for your kindness 

in contacting and discussing with me the 
subject referred to in my Open Letter to 
you of December 3. Your plan of hold
ing tlie December issue of Thc B. C. 
Teacher so that you could reply to my 
letter in the same issue is a very good 
one, and I commend you for it. 

Since my interview with you on 
December 5, my attention lias been called 
to page 9 of thc minutes of the Canadian 
Teachers' Federation Conference held 
last summer in Quebec at which you, 
the Past-President Mr. J. M . Thomas, 
and the Vice-President Mr. H . W. Creel
man, represented the British Columbia 
Teachers' Federation. The following arc 
the minutes to which I refer: 

FOURTH SESSION 
Wednesday Afternoon, August 9 

MINUTES 
At 2 p.m. the delegates reconvened. 

For the Finance Committee, Mr. Suther
land, seconded by Mr. Bolton (Ontario) 
recommended that the convention ex
penses of the First and Second Vice-
Presidents for 1939 be paid on the same 
basis as those of regular delegates, and 
this was carried as a motion by the 
meeting, since, although no provision is 
made for such in the constitution, noth
ing prevents it. 

The Conference Committee recom
mended that one and a half hours be 
spent on Provincial Reports, with the 
remaining part of the afternoon on 
"Salaries and Salary Schedules". 

Evidently, our three representatives, 
along with the rest of the Conference, 
were faced with exactly the same prob
lem as confronted ous Executive on 
October 21, when the question of mem
bership for enlisted men was discussed, 
i.e., no stated authority in the Constitu
tion to cover a desired action. 

In your open reply to my letter it 
would be appreciated n > ott would point 
out why the Executive was net advised 
of this method of overcoming the Con
stitutional difficulty, which was spon
sored by one of our own members and 
endorsed by a conference of our parent 
body, thc Canadian Teachers' Federation, 
at which two other ranking officers of 
the B . C . T . F . were present. 

Copies of this letter are being f o i -
warded to the Associations mentioned in 
my previous open letter for their in
formation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. N . BURNETT, Major, 

Irish Fusiliers (Van. Regt.) C.A.S.F. 

NOTE: Mr. Sutherland, as Chairman 
of the Finance Committee of the Cana
dian Teachers' Federation, brought down 
a Committee Report recommending the 
payment of certain conference expenses. 
Included in the list of expenses were 
those of the Vice-Presidents. Mr . Creel
man asked if the payment of thc ex
penses of the Vice-Presidents was in any 
way in conflict with the Constitution. 
The official ruling given was that thc 
'.•em could be dealt with as the Confer
ee";: saw fit, and that it would not 
involve any point of Constitutional pro
cedure. (See report from minutes of 
B. C. T. F. Executive Committee of De
cember 20th and 21st, page 239 of this 
issue"). 

J. M . THOMAS. 
Chairman, C. T. F. Delegation 

from the B . C . T . F . 

. •This letter was received too late for 
inclusion in the December issue, in 
which appeared Major Burnett's former 
letter, of which the foregoing is a 
sequel.—Editor. 

P A G I N G A L L G E O G R A P H Y 
T E A C H E R S 

Chilliwack High School, 
Chilliwack, B. C. Dec. 3, 1939. 

Editor, The B. C. Teacher: 
At the last Easter convention I was 

elected chairman of the Geography sec
tion of the Secondary Teachers' Associa- . 
tion and I would welcome your co-oper
ation in an effort to precipitate discussion 
of a number of proposals which I have 
in mind for consideration at our next 
annual convention. 

In the event of the issue of a revised 
edition of the Geographical Workbooks 
now in use, might it be possible for 
Geography teachers to co-operate through 
constructive suggestions arising out of 
classroom experience with the Work-
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books? Would it be: wise to institute a 
questionnaire survey in this connection? 
What would he the reaction ol" Geog
raphy teachers to a proposal for co-oper
ative subscription to a number of geo
graphical journals, to he circulated 
among members of the group? It could 
be arranged that each co-operating mem
ber would mail the last-received maga
zine to others after using the copy for a 
week or so. I think moreover that we 
should follow up the policy of acquiring 
complimentary copies of the latest 
geographical source books lor review by 
members of the section. These books 
should be added to our reference library 
already available for the use of members 
willing to pay postage. 

It seems to me that it should be prac
ticable for Geography teachers in various 
parts of the province to get together 
for occasional field trips. These should 
be organized under competent guides 
and later written up and reported to a 
central group. Such reports might pro
vide the basis of interesting articles for 
The B. C. Teacher. 

I sec possibilities also in cur under
taking to collect examination papers 
prepared hy Geography teachers in all 
parts of the province. The preparation 
of such tests takes a long time and we 
could save ourselves a good deal of 
trouble if we had access to papers made 
out by others. Most of us use duplicat
ing copies that might be sent down to a 
committee that could make up "quarterly 
issues" for redistribution to those who 
contribute to this mutual help service. 

No doubt there arc still other things 
that we could do. In any case we should 
do something along the general lines 
proposed to bring Geography teachers 
into closer co-operation. 

T. S. BYRNE. 

E D U C A T I O N FOR D E M O C R A C Y 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 

New York, December, 1939. 
Editor, The B. C. Teacher: 

A l l of us are thinking about democ
racy in these times, more than a little 
glad for our form of government and 
for our tradition of freedom. But we 
realize that we "dare not confine ourselves 
to complacent musing,'!'that we must 
reflect seriously upon our responsibilities. 
As a citizen, you will agree that we need 
an intelligent understanding of the prob
lems confronting our democracy today. 

Does "democracy" mean the same to 
you as to your neighbor? Do you know 

h'jw democracy is interpreted by the 
farmer, the banker, the labor leader, the 
industrialist, the teacher? What ideas 
do you have on the all-important prob
lem of educating our people, both yuung 
ami grown-up, for life in a democratic 
state? 

1 f you are interested in these ques
tions, you will find stimulating reading 
in "Education for Democracy", the 
printed proceedings of the Congress on 
Education for Democracy held at Teach
ers College, Columbia University in 
August. This is not just another book 
on democracy. It is a fascinating account 
of a new venture—a concerted attack on 
critical issues by an equal number of 
educators and representatives from 28 
national lay organizations. 

"Education for Democracy" presents 
34 addresses from various points of 
view. A glance at the enclosed circular 
will show you the list of outstanding 
speakers who participated in the Con
gress. In addition, the 16 seminars which 
formed the deliberating section of the 
Congress arc reported by their chairmen. 

We sincerely believe that your readers 
will be glad to add this volume to their 
libraries. 

Very truly yours, 
BUREAU OK PUHLICATION'S, 

TEACHERS'COLLEGE. 
"Education For Democracy" ; 4S0 pp.; 

Cloth, $2.50 postpaid. 

L E F T - H A N D E D N E S S 
Princeton, B.C. , December 9, 1939. 

Editor, The B. C. Teacher: 
I note with satisfaction on page 151 

of the November issue of The B. C. 
Teacher a very helpful hint by Mr. D. 
Cochrane of Ocean Falls re left-handed 
writers. 

These pupils have a very definite 
handicap; a handicap which becomes 
more and more pronounced as they reach 
the higher grades, where a large amount 
of rapid writing is required. Fortunately 
this is a handicap which can be easily 
cured; or, better, prevented. The left-
handed child will have but slight diffi
culty in writing with his right hand if 
we teachers will only insist, sympatheti
cally and firmly, that. writing must be 
done with the right hand. This teaching 
must begin in Grade I and be continued 
throughout the grades. 

Bulletin I of the Programme of 
Studies for Elementary Schools (page 
195) and the Teachers' Manual for Mc
Lean's Writing both have stated very 
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clearly the case of the left-handed child 
and his writing. To be sure, the ideal is 
to train all pupils to write equally well 
with either hand; but that is an object
ive lor which neither our schools nor 
our social set-up is yet prepared. 

Let us all join with Mr. Cochrane in 
giving the left-handed writer sympa
thetic attention. Still belter, let us begin 
prevention with the younger pupils. 

Yours truly, 
Vw.ii J . T'ATTKKSON. 

(As the position taken by Mr. Patter
son is disapproved hy very numerous 
authorities, The 1). C. Teacher con.-.ultcd 
<> prominent Vancouver principal and 
Doctors S. Stewart Murray and C. H . 
(jundry, the former a Senior Medical 
Health Officer, and the latter a psychi
atrist in the employ of the Vancouver 
School Board. Al l three of these gentle
men expressed the opinion that while in 
some cases the change from left-handed-
ness to right-handedness can be effected 
with relative ease and without ill result, 
the transfer often has serious conse
quences if the child is very pronouncedly 
left-handed and changes over rider 
compulsion. The bad effects may be as 
much the result of the method employed 
to bring about the change of habit as of 
that change ;.'*self. The expressed con
census was that if the given child is 
definitely left-handed and if any emo
tional disturbance or serious difficulty is 
encountered in efforts to teach him to 
use his right hand, the teacher should 
recognize the danger signal T.K! content 
himself to make of the child the best 
left-handed writer he can become. We 
are assured that these views are cm-
bodied in the practice in Vancouver 
schools.—EDITOR). 

W O R L D F E D E R A T I O N O F 
E D U C A T I O N ASSOCIATIONS 

To friends of tnc W.F .E .A. : 
We want to keep you informed as to 

the activities of the World Federation of 
Education Associations. 

You understand that there was no 
delegate assembly at the end of this year 
because of the circumstances existing at 
the time of our meeting. The constitution 
of the W. F. E. A . provides that a dele
gate assembly shall be held at the close 
ot a world comerence. Postponement of 
the conference prevented the English 
associations from sending delegates, and 
when they sent no delegates it prevented 
the presence of a quorum in New York 
where it was originally planned to hold 
a delegate assembly. 

The directors mel in New York on 
August 28 and 29 to transact, as far as 
possible, business of the Federation, an
other o f the British directors (Mr. H . 
N . I'eiilinglon) having joined us then:. 
After going over the entire situation it 
was decided that, in view o f the emer
gency, the present officers and director.-, 
would carry on for. a period of twelve
months unl-.-ss a delegate assembly were 
held earlier, at which time such action 
as considered necessary might be taken. 

The treasurer's report was .submitted 
to the directors smd a condensation is 
being made; enough copies will be sub
mitted to each of the constituent asso
ciations of the Federation to provide each 
accredited delegate with one copy. This 
will he ready for distribution shortly. 

Plans were discussed looking toward 
the employment ol* a younger man as 
full-time Secretary-General who could 
assume some ol* the obligations of the 
editorship of World federation, both 
the present editor (DrvMcuroe) and the 
Secretary-General havii.. xpressed Ihc'f 
desire to be relieved as soon as, in the 
judgment of the board of directors, a 
suitable full-time person could be found 
to undertake this work. 

Plans were discussed for the enlarge
ment of World federation, but the 
carrying out of these plans will depend 
upon receipts into the treasury. 

The directors made an appropriation 
for the publication of the proceedings ol 
the meetings held on board the Rotter
dam. A co]>y will be sent to all Goodwill 
Members. 

Other plans for the Federation were 
discussed and tentatively adopted, sub
ject, of course, to adequate finance. 

The Travel Bureau, which conducted 
the cruise to South America, has not 
yet made its contribution to the W. F. 
E. A., largely because of the delay in 
settling accounts caused by the reduc
tion of force in the office of the co
operating travel agency, due to the Euro
pean war. 

The matter of tne next meeting was 
seriously considered. The British direc
tors were asked to explore the possibili
ties of meeting in one of the Scandi
navian countries in the summer of 1940, 
with a meeting of the delegate assembly. 
Failing that, other possibilities are sug
gested: (1) That a general meeting be 
held in the United States in 1940; (2) 
that a delegate assembly only be held in 
1940; and (3) that, in the event of war, 
a meeting of the board of directors only, 
be held in 1940. 

(Continued on page 276) 
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News, Personal and Miscellaneous 
A S E C O N D B E R E A V E M E N T 

TH E untimely death of thc second of 
the twin babies of Mr. and Mrs. 

D. G. Morrison, Port Coquitlam, will 
have aroused thc profoundcst sympathy 
of all those who have already heard the 
sad iiiws. His colleagues on the Edi
torial Board wish to tender condolences 
warm and genuine, which we would have 
Mr. Morrison share with his wife in 
their Joint sorrow. 

INSPECTORS M O V E 

MR. T. W. HMi from thc Matsqui-
Sunias-Abbotsford school adminis

trative district, has been appointed in
spector of schools for the district left 
vacant by the retirement of Inspector 
Miller. 

PR. H . M . Morrison has been ap
pointed to the Vancouver Normal 

School staff. Dr. Morrison has been 
sen.'ing as inspector for Prince Rupert 
area. 

DR. A . S. Cowll is npwin charge of 
the government demonstration dis

trict at Matsqui Sumas-Abbotsford. Dr. 
Cowll was formerly in the Peace River 
school system. 

N O B E L P R I Z E W I N N E R 

TH E Royal Academy of Sciences in 
Stockholm" awarded the 1939 Nobel 

?rize for Physics to Professor Ernest 
Orlando Lawrence of Berkeley, Calif. 

Professor Lawrence won the prize for 
his invention end development of the 
cyclotron and for his work with it, 
especially in connection with artificially 
made radioactive substances. 

The 1939 Nobel Prize for Peace was 
not awarded. An announcement stated 
that no award would be made for this 
year. 

P H A R M A C E U T I C A L C R E D I T S 
F O R A P P R E N T I C E S 

J V , T a recent meeting of the B. C. 
\T\. Council of the Pharmaceutical As
sociation's decision was made to allow 
pharmaceutical apprentices who have 
served one year in business in B.C. credit 
for up to three years for time served as 
a member of any unit of the Canadian 
Army Medical Corps. The total will 
make up the required four years of ap
prenticeship, after which period the ex
amination may be written. 

M A R R I A G E S 
A M I L I T A R Y wedding on December 

-t~\. 30th joined Miss Elizabeth Jack, 
teacher at Queen Mary School and edi
tor of the Primary Department of Thc 
B. C. Tcachet; to Lieutenant D. Uynjr-
Hall of thc Irish Fusiliers. 

On the same day, at the ;,amc hour, 
Kiss R. E. Barker of Strathcoua School 
became Mrs. William Thomas Steele. 

Setting thc example for these two 
was Miss L. J. Clarke of Prince of 
Wales School, who, on the 26th of that 
month, married Mr. Jack H . Dundee. 

On behalf of their many teaching 
colleagues Thc B. C. Teacher wishes 
these young ladies thc greatest of happi
ness throughout the years. 

On December 15, 1939, Miss Margaret 
Stewart, daughter of Mr . and Mrs. 
Murdo S. MacLeod of Chilliwack was 
united in marriage with Charles Graham 
Evans. Both of the contracting parties 
are popular teachers and to them Thc 
B. C. Teacher joins in cordial felicita
tions. 

L E A G U E OF N A T I O N S 

TH E Elphinstone League of Nations 
Study Club of Gibson's Landing, 

B. C , in memory of the late Ida K . 
Stewart, and of her work for World 
Peace, is offering a first prize of $20 and 
a second prize of $10 to winners on a 
letter contest. 

The subject of the letter is to be: 
(1) How Can the League of Nations 

be Strengthened to Guarantee 
World Peace? 

or 
(2) Should thc League of Nations be 

Replaced by a Scheme of World 
Federation ? 

or 
(3) Would the League of Nations 

Gain in Strength by Being Domi
ciled Elsewhere than in Europe? 

Number of words in the letter to be 
limited to 1000. 

Professor F. H . Soward of the De
partment of History, Professor C. W. 
Topping of the Department of Econo
mics and Sociology, and Professor A . C. 
Cooke of the Department of History— 
all of the University of British Colum
bia, have consented to act as judges in 
this contest. 

Letters are to be addressed and mailed 
to the Rev. E . C. Curry, Elphinstone 
League of Nations Study Club, Gibson 
Landing, B.C. , before January 15. 
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B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A RADIO 
S C H O O L 

BR I T I S H Columbia Radio School, 
Twelfth Avenue and Cambi. Street, 

Vancouver, requests us to announce that 
commencing on Monday, January 8th, 
19-10, and continuing until Friday, April 
26th (with the exception of the two 
weeks from March 17th to March 30th), 
programmes will be presented on every 
school day. 

Broadcasting S'atious and hours are 
as follows: 

CBR, Vancouver (1100 k.c) , C H W K , 
Chilliwack (780 k.c), CFIC, Kamluops 
(8S0 k.c). CJAT, Trail (910 k.c), 
C K O V , Kelowna (630 k.c), C K L N , 
Nelson (1420 k . c ) : all from 9:30 to 
10:00 a.m. 

CFPR, Prince Rupert (580 k.c.) 
commencing Monday, January 15th, 
10:00 to 10:30 a.m. CFGP, ' Grande 
Prairie, Alberta (1200 k.c) , commenc
ing Monday, January )rfth, 2:00 to 
2:30 p.m. 

Programme Schedule 
Mondays: Elementary Science (Grades 

4, 5, 6). 
Tuesdays: "Mother Goose" (Junior 

Music), Grades 1. 2, 3, 4. 
Wednesdays: Social Studies (Grades 

7,8,9) . 
Thursdays: "Musical Pathways" (Sr. 

Music), Grades 5, 6, 7, 8. 
Fridays: Health (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 

7, 8), alternated with English (Grades 
7,8,9). . 

Bulletins are being mailed to all schools 
on this autumn's mailing list. Others 
desiring them should apply to the "B. C. 
Radio School, Provincial Normal School, 
Vancouver". 

Radio licenses expire on March 31st. 
Renewals will be secured md mailed to 
all who have already received them and 
to any others who apply to the B .C . 
Radio School. Free licenses are only 
available for schools "which receive a 
grant from the Provincial Treasury". 

Radio Postman. The "Mailbag" will 
be continued. Pupils should state their 
name, grade and school and the day— 
not date—on which they would like tlieir 
letters answered. As the volume of mail 
has become heavy there may be a delay 
in acknowledgments. 

Your co-operation is desired. In 
October questionnaires were sent to 440 
schools. Only 180 have replied. The 
Department of Education and thc Cana
dian Broadcasting Corporation want to 
know, need to know and, almost, have 
to know the number of listeners. Those' 

responsible for the Radio Schunl there
fore repeat the request: Please and 
again please, return questionnaires even 
if no programmes arc taken. 

P R E - S C H O O L E D U C A T I O N 

FR O M The Coxvichan Leader we learn 
of an interesting symposium held 

under thc auspices of thc Parent-Teacher 
Association at Duncan. Three Duncan 
primary teachers very effectively opened 
up the question, "What can parents to 
do help make their children ready to 
start school?" Miss Mootishaw dealt 
with the child's physical preparation; 
Miss Dwyer with mental preparation, 
and Miss Parfitt with moral prepared
ness and how it is effected. The gener
ous spare allowed by The Leader for Un
reporting of this discussion reflects 
creditably upon the thiee ladies, and 
upon Thc Cowichan Leader. 

P R O V I N C I A L R E C R E A T I O N 
C E N T R E S 

FR E S H from a series of successful 
showings in the Okanagan Valley 

Centre, Pro-Rec films depicting last 
summer's demonstration, Leaders' School, 
Youth Hostels, etc., will be screened at 
the following Greater Vancouver Centres 
on the dates named: 

Monday, December 4, 8 p.m., Kcrris-
dale School, 41st and Carnarvon St. 

Monday, December 4, 9:30 p.m., Lord 
Kitchener School, 24th Ave. and Blen
heim. 

Tuesday, December 5th, 3:15 p.m., 
Collingwood United Church. " 

Tuesday, December 5th, 7:30 p.m., 
Capitol Hi l l Community Hall. 

S U M M E R SESSION L E C T U R E S 

ACCORDING to announcements from 
the Board of Governors of the Uni

versity of British Columbia, thc follow
ing lecturers from outside institutions will 
be included on the 1940 Summer Session 
of thc University: Department of Bot
any, Mr. Reginald Hammond of Victoria 
High School; Department of Education, 
Mr. A. R. Lord of Vancouver Normal 
School, Dr. C. E . Phillips of University 
of Toronto, and Dr. P. Gurrey of the 
University of London Institute of Edu
cation; Department of English. Dr. 
Lionel Stevenson of the University of 
Southern California; Department of 
Geology and Geography, Dr. S. S. Visher 
of the University of Indiana; Depart
ment of Philosophy and Psychology, Dr. 
Stanley D. Porteous of thc University of 
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Hawaii, Dr. N . W. Morton of McGill 
University, and Dr. Douglas E, Smitli 
of thc University of Alberta; Library 
Work, Miss Mtiriel B. Carruthers of 
Magee High School. 

F E D E R A T I O N M E M B E K S O X 
S E R V I C E 

AS complete a list of Federation 
members on Active Service as it 

was possible to get includes thc follow
ing teachers: Messrs. J . N . Burnett, G. 
R. Burrows, C. A . Fordyce-Clark, H , A . 
Eckhardt, R. Hodson, J . W . Inglis, J . 
D. Newberry, A . H . Plows, J . E. Sager, 
C. J. Strong and E. L. Yeo. 

There are undoubtedly many others 
whose names are not as yet known at 
the Federation Offices. 

C O L U M B I A ' S SCHOOL OK 
T H E A I R 

ON the Columbia's School of the Air 
program for this month are many 

valuable items. The best station is K V I 
(570 ks) at 5:05 p.m. immediately fol
lowing thc news broadcast. As the com
ing of the automobile affected thc living 
habits of the people so the con.ing of 
the airplane is destined to have a far 
reaching effect on our lives, thc location 
of our homes, etc. The problem is dis
cussed in "Steep Flight and Stratosphere 
Flying" on Jan. 22. Can planning for 
the future make it possible for us to 
avoid some of the mistakes of past tech
nological changes? Listen to "Progress 
—Who Benefits?" Man-made substitutes 
for rubber, silk, and leather are familiar 
to all and, in some respects, are superior 
to the natural products. "Tomorrow's 
Clothings" considers the possibility of 
our clothing being made of synthetic 
materials. The change in style, etc., are 
fascinating themes. Feb. 5th for this 
item. Present living conditions are far 
behind even present possibilities. "To-

(Continued from page 273) 
Thc European war has prevented any 

report from the British directors, but 
doubtless there will be no meeting in 
Europe next summer. The American 
directors will meet the latter part of 
December to consider, on the basis of 
mail advice from the other directors, 
what, if anything, should be the program 
for a meeting of a general conference or 
a delegate assembly in 1940. 

We shall write you again. 
Sincerely yours, 

U E L W. L A M K I N , 

Secretary-General. 

morrow's Home" on Feb. 19th deals 
with prc-fabricated houses and new fire-
resistant and rust-resistant materials as 
well as glass bricks and plastics. 

Al l of the above programs are among 
those listed under the general heading 
of "Frontiers of Democracy." "Folk 
Songs" items include: Jan. 23rd, "British 
Ballads in America", Jan. 30lh "Love 
Songs", Feb. 6th "Negro Spirituals" and 
Feb. 13th "More British Ballads in 
America". 

The "New Horizons" series includes: 
Jan. 24th "Wonderland of the Sierras", 
Jan. 31st "Terrors in the Arctic Seas", 
Feb. 7th "Map of the Skies", and Feb. 
14th "Reading the Rocks of the Ages". 

"Hans Brinker" by Mary Mapes 
Dodge on Jan. 25th, "Children of the 
Dark People" by Frank Davison, "Cad
die Woodlawn" by Carol Kyric Brink on 
Feb. 8th, and "The Golden Horseshoe" 
by Elizabeth Coatsworth will complete 
the "Talcs From Far and Near" series 
for a month. 

"This Living World" group of broad
casts for this month arc here given: 
"Must the United States Defend lis 
Treaties." This very live question to
gether with a discussion of whether the 
United States should or should not join 
other democracies against aggression will 
be fully gone into on Jan. 26th. "Stales' 
Rights" will come on Feb. 2nd; "Gov
ernment by Bureaus" on Feb. 9th, and 
"Labor and Industry" on Feb. 16th. 

T E A C H E R S U S P E N D E D 

A N E W S item from Winnipeg states 
that the Minister of Education for 

Manitoba has suspended from teaching 
a teacher of St. Anne, Manitoba. The 
suspension resulted from charges that the 
teacher had made statements of a pro-
Nazi bias to pupils in his school. 

This item together with the one which 
reports the imposition of a fine under 
thc Canada War Measures Act on a 
resident of eastern Canadian university 
may well serve to remind teachers every
where in Canada that even innocently 
meant statements may result in unpleas
ant consequences. 

LA S T week in a British Columbia 
schoolroom the 8-year-olds were dis

cussing bears. They named many types 
—polar bears, grizzlies, black bears, 
brown bears, and so forth. Then one 
little chap startled the teacher by adding 
one that his companions and she had not 
thought of. 

"Max Baer!" he cried triumphantly. 



Grade IX Geometry 
HOTCHKISS' G E O M E T R Y EXERCISES A N D 
W O R K BOOK (5th Edition) entirely covers the scheme 
of Grade IX Geometry issued by the Department of 
Education. It has proved to be an invaluable aid to both 
teachers and students. 

Authorised by the Department of Education. 

Price 40c for single copies. Liberal discount for orders 
of 12 or more copies. Postage paid. 

Address all orders to publishers 

Wrigley Printing Company Limited 
578 SEYMOUR STREET VANCOUVER, B. C . 

The word PATRONIZE may have 
a wide range of meaning, but applied 
to Advertising, it means only one 
thing . . . 

B U S I N E S S ! 

PATRONIZE OUR 
ADVERTISERS 
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SCHOOL STATIONARY, 
EQUIPMENT 

KINDERGARTEN, PRIMARY A N D 
EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES 

© 

S E E O U R C A T A L O G U E P A G E S 175 and 176 

for 

LIBRARY A N D 
BOOKBINDING SUPPLIES 
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A N D P A G E 169 for 

LINO A N D WOOD BLOCK 
PRINTING SUPPLIES 

L I M I T E D 

THE SCHOOL SUPPLY HOUSE 

Stationers, Printers, Engravers, Bookbinders 

PHONE: TRIN. 1341 550 SEYMOUR ST., VANCOUVER, B. C . 


