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BOOKS IN THE FIELD OF THE

PRACTICAL ARTS

which we know will be found useful in the

schools of British Columbia

A SIMPLIFIED KNITTING GUIDE FOR HOME AND SCHOOL by
E. M. Hood and L. M. Polson. Price, 50 cents.

NEEDLEWORK FOR JUNIOR SCHOOLS by Gertrude Fearnside.
Price, $1.25.

NEEDLEWORK FOR SENIORS by Gertrude Fearnside. Price, $1.25.
HANDIWORK FOR INFANTS AND JUNIORS by Elsie McGlashan:

Book |—First Year Course. Price, 85 cents.
Book 2—Second Year Course. Price, 85 cents.

HANDWORK FOR THE CLASSES. Contains over 250 exercises,
A linking Handwork with Geography, History and the other
subjects. Price, $1.25.

RAFFIA, CANE AND POKER WORK. Price, 20 cents.

TEACH!NG BOOKBINDING CRAFT IN SCHOOLS by F. Good-
- year. Price; $1.25.

THE BOOK OF SCHOOL WEAVING by N. A Reed. Price, $1.25.

~ TEACHING - FABRIC PRINTING | IN SCHOOLS by H. Wooﬂer.
g AR.CA. Prlce $1.50.

_PATTERN WEAVING by N. A. Reed. Price, $1.25.

"‘,;MODERN SOFT TOYS AND HOW TO MAKE THEM by Hilda,

“Hincks. Price, $1.00."

M Dent & Sons (Canada) Ltd

Pubhshers

':;,224 Bloor Sf W ' v . l300‘Robsqn S\_‘...
Toron+o, Onfano o % , " Vancouver, B.C."
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, NEGLECTED CHILDREN

K IN The Schoolmaster, organ of the National Union of Teachers, com-

ments appeared on March 14 relative to an editorial published in ) ,
- The B.C. Teacher last February under the heading “Neglected British
School Children”.: Reference is made upon the same page of The School-
: master to “the excess of complacency with which this subject is often
treated” and it is admitted to be “a solemn thought that in not many weeks’
time, unless something really drastic is done, a large proportion of the
children of this country will have been out of school for a year”.

“T névevr expectgd to live to see the day when the school children of 1
“Great Britain would be pitied by the teachers of British Columbia, “Alas - W
~ it has-arrived”, says Autolycus, on behalf of The Schoolmaster. :

. Our" contemporary “‘rather “mistakes our emotivi.” It is nothing so .. : .

" passive as pity; Tt is hot indignation. We wish we saw more evidence of i Lk
hot- indignation on the part of the friends of education in Great Britain.;; Lo
We know that they have been active in efforts to retrieve the situation, but

7 'we are not sure that"they have been active enough, or sufficiently. guick ‘in , ‘ .
“ " the adoption of new methods to meet a new situation. However, The B. C. : ‘

" Teacher is not indulging in captious criticism. ~The question at issue is L ' , SRR

‘hiot what has been done or, what left undone, or who is to blame, but simply b ' S L
what more,:if anything, can yet be done’ on belalf of children of the : Lol

" United Kingdom for whom ordinary. educational facilities are lacking or - ; ‘

- endangered, .0 o A om0 SRR o : o

e

' "As we remarked inthe editorial in question, “Surely, when the tradi-
.+ tional - machinery'of* education broke down and 'it” was - evident that the -
* . breakdown would be one of indefinite length, advantage shovld immediately

* have been“taken of the long years of successful experience in education by -
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When you plan a trip—t0 Kelowna, Yellow-

stone, Lillocet or Treasure Island—we can

arrange many of the details that go to

- make for a pleasant and carefree journey.
Consult us about your itinerary, tickets,

. Eassporfs. stop-overs, - scenic ~ side-trips,

aggage allowances, hotel reservations and

E  similar details.

This service is available for bus, rail, air or
steamship travel; offices are located in the
. Bus Terminal, Vancouver, and in.the Train -
“and Bus Terminal, New Westminster.

" For information or travel sugges-
tions phone, write ‘or call. one of
these offices.

t

'aua Travel

7

Oy ke
LA

Phone ,—',',N'e‘w ',\Ves‘?:, ,.60l e




MAY, 1940 Page 439

mail in the Overseas Dominions. . . . Twenty years from now the spiritual
and economic cost of Britain’s failure to mobilize her educational army
and to modernize her educational machinery to meet wartime conditions
will amount to something that good citizens may well anticipate with
alarm”.

Quoting this passage our Old Country colleague writes as follows:

“Our lively contemporary in the above passages, I think, exceeds
the limits of justice. Postal tuition is a means of overcoming the
handicap of long distances between teacher and taught. The Editor of
The B.C. Teacher would not, 1 presume, advocate postal tuition when
the teacher and pupil are near enough to meet daily. The breakdown
in Britain is not due to distance, but to disorganization. I know the
Editor of The B.C. Teacher sees The Schoolmaster, and 1 shall be
interested to see what he has to say on this point. It is all very well

to assert, as he does, that thousands of people in Canada and eisewhere

are shocked at the offical ineptitude that is responsible for so many
British children not being ‘set homework by post’ but, I think, if they
knew the circumstances, they would not make that-point the ground for
- any condemnztion they might utter”. '

The phrase in inverted commas may remind some of cur readers that
the editorial in The B. C. T'eacher was called forth by the following remark
of the London Spectator:',

“It is stated that the Finns are thinking of arranging for evacuated

school children to be set:homework by post. Surely a gratuitous

aggravation of the horrors of war”,
“The implication underlying The Schoolmaster’s defense of the inde-

- fensible is that what was possible in luckless Finlond is impossible in Great.

Britain, because, unlike the former, it is ‘disorgauizgd!
- "But The B..C. Teacher is not interested in such debate as might perhaps
“make somebody forget that we and The Schoolmaster—and The S pectator
—are all on the same side. It should be far from.discomforting to our
friends in the Motherland that we British overseas look upon their children
as our.children and are disinclined to pocket our anger ‘when we: see the
interests of these youngsters needlessly sacrificed. o
- “We have to rely; for knowledge of conditions, chiefly upon British
- publications and ‘private correspondents, and the information puzzles us.
On the front page of this same issue of The Schoolmaster, -its “Special

.. Commissioner” to:London writes:

. “I'doubt if anything will ever efface, from my memory the feelings

-, of profound despair which invaded my mind in the aufumn of 1939
~ as September turned to October, October deepened into November and
-still the children of the world’s greatest city ran wild and undisciplined
- through her highways and byways. 'In the grim streets of Bethnal

*before the days of:1870". °

s ié.ry-.Scérétaty to the Board of Education as telling the House of Commons

" that early 'in ‘March “vne-quarter of the children were in full-time and
‘about ‘one-quarter in half-time education. Another quarter were: under

“Green,” Whitechape!, Stepney and_Old ‘Wapping, .-+ we were back’

.= Elsewhere in the same issue Tha Schoolmaster quotes tlie -Parliamen-:
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the Home Service Scheme, and the remainder were without school”. A
Labour Member, declaring that “children were paying the price of this
war more than any other section of the community” and that “more damage
had been done to the educational system in six months of war than could
be rectified probably in five years of peace”, said that the official attitude
“gave the impression of impervious complacency”. A Conservative Mem-
ber, speaking of 85,000 London school children receiving only *“home
instruction of some sort or other”, intimated that this meant that such
children were getting something only *a few degrees removed {rom
nothing at all”. And the Editor of The B. C. Teacher knows from long
experience that home service need not be but “a few degrees removed from
nothing at all” if only the educational authorities were doing something
reasonably comparable to what is being done for many thousands of over-
seas children that are dependent upon home study directed by
correspendence.

That at this date “‘education is coming back”, we are glad to believe.
We also hope that British children may be spared the horrors of wholesale
aerial bombardment, the danger of which led to the disruption of the
schools, but against such danger preparation must still be made. A part
of that preparation, The B.C. Teacher is convinced, should be carefully
planned utilization of studies directed in the fashion approved by the
experience of those parts of the Empire, and other countries, that have had
long and successful experience in the conduct of correspondence courses.
If children are really isolated from their teachers—perhaps living for the
time with friends in.sequestered neighbourhoods—study outlines of the
type familiar to correspondence students in Canada, New. Zealand, Aus-
tralia and elsewhere, would be quite invaluable. In districts in which
teachers are permitted to assemble only a.few of their charges at a time

- they would be almost equally invaluable, particularly if the children repre-

sent widely different stages of educational advancement. = There certainly

_is'a place for supervised correspondence courses even where teacher and
" pupil meet daily, if the time for personal instruction be abnormally limited
or if conditions require the children-to doja major part of their work -

independently. ‘ _
L Admittedly, _cqxjresp'ondence courses for elementary and secondary
school “pupils originated primarily as a means to serve the needs of those

far from schools. In his private capacity, the Editor of The B.C. Teacher
has for years been associated in modest fashion with the supervision of

correspondence courses. for ‘students of high school grades.. Some of his

students are in the British navy or in remote settlements or in hospitals,

: ~.and:so on; but very many of them are enrolled in ordinary schools, which -

happen not to.be in a position to offer the particular course desired. The
children get such help as.the local teachers can provide without being

“induly’ burdened, but the pupils’:study-outlines provide: them with the

needed detailed: suggestions-and instructions a$ to what to do next and

‘provision’is made for the thorough checking of all written work. Even
“in time of peace there will be numbers of children and of older people who -

need - the ‘aid -that- the educational” authorities can’ supply“along -this line;

‘and if indeed the schools of the United Kingdon are to be‘crippled in their’
efforts to serve their clientele in the customary fashion, there will still be

i

—

9%,




MAY, 1940 Page 441

room for puzzled indignation if British school children who need such help
are not “set homework by mail”,

Certainly the proposal, which no doubt has already been advanced by
many others than merely The B. C. Teacher, at least deserves serious and
dispassionate consideration.

WHEN WE DON'T MEAN WHAT WE APPEAR TO SAY
F some contributors on occasion feel aggrieved at devilish typographical
miracles of which they have been victims, they may perhaps find com-
fort in the disasters of similar sort that from time to time overtake editors.
A contemporary journal recently reproduced our editorial of March
dealing with British Columbia’s Oriental question. But the linotypist
: inadvertently omitted a line of his copy, with the result that The B.C.
i Teacher was made responsible for a statement very different from any
- with which we should care to have our name associated, The following
i passage was quoted, minus the words in italics:
“Restriction of occupation, on the basis of the place of birth of one’s
grandfather, is illogical and morally indefensible. Cruelty never is
wise or right. ‘“Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them; for this is the Law and the Prophets’. Maybe the
worid is not yet ready for a Christianity really committed to such a
rule. But there must be some decent degree of consonance between the ;
ethics of Jesus and a proper policy relative to the Orientals in our ’ .
midst”,
_ - Something similar befell us in our April number. ITn the manuscript
of the editorial entitled “Toward Evening”, the following passage occurred :
“Some people at sixty are younger than others at fifty., To some,
tetirement comes as a welcome relief ; to others—as, for instance, the
correspondent quoted above—-it means the premature collapse of joy
and the sense of usefulness.. It is true that public interest requires that
youth be given its chance. Does that mean that mature teachers, who
wish to remain at their accustomed tasks and who are well qualified—
-perhaps better qualified than any younger colleague could possibly be
—for the service of our school children, must be sent away to eat out
their hearts in unsought idleness?” : T '
But our readers never till now saw the words here printed in italics!
-+ Oh, yes, we know that the Editor was not the only sufferer and that it
"7 doubtless served him jolly:well right. . We kiow about that other line that
‘somehow survived deletion and those twaia:'that actually appeared twice,
- and the dash that should have been a row of asterisks, and the misspelled
: - word attributed to Paidagogos and the extra “t” allotted to Miss Whitaker
-and the punctuation marks that somehow aren’t there, and the signature
- that ‘was wrongly indented, and the unintentional omission of the end of

<7:-Miss Gildersleeve’s contribution, and the “Miss” that was prematurely and

e At S e
T

e ba & o

© without consent. transformed into ‘a “Mrs”! - PR ,

- The Editor ruefully criés “Peccavi”, with a feeling that his punishment

‘s adequate:to his:offenses. "And he daren’t even blame the compositor.or , : - . S
he proofreader ; they could get abundantly even with him next month! - v . ; S

“We do pray: for mercy . . .”

T . . . ) I
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Obiter Dicta

SINCL the leading editorial for this issue was set up in type there has

reached the Editor's desk a delayed copy of the London Spectator in
which Janus makes the following rejoinder to comments of The B.C.
Teacher:

“The truth that to depart from deadly earnest never pays cught to
he blazoned on every writer’s desk. I have been chastened (and at the
same time flattered) this week by receipt of a rebuke for my lapses all
the way from British Columbia. Back in December I mentioned that
the Finns were thinking of arranging for evacuated school-children to
be set homework by post, and added, with what I now recognize as
unbecommg levity, ‘Surely a gratuitous aggravation of the horrors of
war’. The monthly organ, The B. C. Teacher, has taken this up and
me to task. Thousands of people, it declares, in Canada and Australia
and New Zealand are shocked that so many British children are nof
being set homework by post, and to reinforce that condemnation comes,
from the same source, a copy of the Phi Delta Kappan, published at
Fulton, Missouri, devoted almost wholly to the subject of Supervised
Correspondence Study 1f Lord De La Warr car: convert his evacuee
children into Supervised Correspondence ‘Students he will have made
history and I, in my humble way, shall have helped”.

* * * * *

HE B.C. Teacher is indebted to Mr. William Jones for a copy of a
very interesting document, an heirloom in his family. It is a detailed
report of the battle of Trafalgar as witnessed by Samuel Fairley from
the deck of H.M.S. Neptune. The document is unfortunately too long for
reproduction in extenso in this magazine at present but will be loaned with

pleasure to any teacher who might care ta-use the MS. in his social studies

“iasses.
- * % * * * x

MR R ‘C. HARRIS'S letter, printed in the present issue of The B.C.

Teacher under the caption “Geography Teachers Co-operate”, should
call forth a vigorous: response from teachers of high school geography
and has implied in it a suggestron that could with advantage be followed
‘up by various other departments ¢/ British Columbia Teachers’ Federation.
“Examinations play a less domratmg role in our schools than formerly
they did, but a place for them still remains, even a place for departmental

anduniversity - entrance . examihations. That many of these tests are

deplorably unscientific everybody. knows except the handful of men
- respgnsxblequr them ; but if needid reforms are to be secured with reason-
-able promptitude, the teachers concerned will have to do something more
than merely expostulate. - They must themselves demonstrate a “better

-+ way” by formulating examination questions, and even whole papers, of a
1o~ type that*will have:some ‘reasonable bearing upon the courses they are

“called upon’to teach® and the objectives of such courses: as set forth in
vthe authonzed programme of studies. BRI SR
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LAST month’s request to our readers that they “speak a little louder”

has brought encouraging response, “Annuitant’s” letter is an example
in point. Another is a capital article on the Doukhobor question by
R. A, T., which unfortunately we are compelled to hold over until next
month. Other valued material that could not be included in this number
is provided by our gifted young contributor, Miss 1.ee Gidney, who writes
of “Rendezvous with Spring” in a fashion that made postponement hard;
by Mr. A. C. Young, from up Squamish way, who tells of a practical
reforestation project that is now in its second year as a Labor Day pro-
gramme; by Mr. Miller, who next month will tell us of the travelling
art exhibit; and by other good friends. Procrustes, we are convinced, de-
spite tradition to the contrary, really was an editor who had to cut down
his contributors to fit 48 pages of space.

* * * E * * *

VERY organized section of British Columhia Teéachers’ Federation
is entitled to representation on the Magazine Committee. The Editor
wrote to the officers of 17 such sections during the sessions of the Easter
Convention but written information as to the representatives elected has
in many cases not been received. If the reader of this paragraph is an
officer in any section of the Federation he is requested to make sure that
his Group has reported who is to represent it during the year 1940-1941,

PARLEZVOUS FRANCAIS?

SANS DOUTE
VOUS LISEZ sans difficulté aucune;

VOUS ECRIVEZ sans trop de difficulté;
MAIS '
" VOUS PARLEZ .. .7

L’Universite de Western Ontario

offre des cours de vacances dans le charmant village de. TROIS-
PISTOLES, P.Q.; a 150 milles en aval de la ville de Québec sur
la cote sud du St. Laurent. i

Ces cours vous permettent de perfectionner votre francais: tout
-en passant. d’agréables vacances parmi un peuple hospitalier que
tout instituteur devrait connaitre. :

Durée des cours: 4 juillet—29 aoiit

Frais d’instruction ... $35.00 e

Chambre et pension 4 partir.de:$8.50 par semaine.

- Pour plus amples- renseignements ‘s’adresser au Directeur
French - Summer - School, University of Western Ontario, London,
‘ R ~ "Canada

)
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Our Magazine Table .

ON'T forget—3555 West Fourteenth
Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., is the
address of Mr. J. R. Leask, the man
who'saves you money whenever you want
to subscribe to educational magazines,
and who also will send you sample copies
of requested publications, provided such
periodicals are available.
* . * * *
HORTAGE of space this month
makes it necessary for us to mention
some important publications very briefly
instead of at length as they deserve, Here
they are: The Canadian Teacher, The
School, The Grade* Teacher, The In-
structor, Schoal Progress, The FEduca-
tional Review, The Canadian Forum, The
“Teachers’  AMagasine and various jour-
nals and bulletins which are the official
organs of the different provincial feder-
ations. To this list we might also add
the names of other periodicals from
many parts of the British Empire and
certain sections of the United States. All
these publications, however, we are ear-
marking for first mention next month,
when, it is hoped, we shall not be so

cramped for room as we are at present.

* * * *
EACHERS interested in establishing
monitor courts in their schools will

find “A Functioning Student Court” in

the March. copy of . School Aclivitics

(1515 Lane St., Topeka, Kansas, $2.00)

of very practical assistance.

*

* *
.SCHOOL Arts (The Davis Press, Inc.,

Worcester, Mass., $3:25) for January
contains many excellent reproductions of
hand lettered pages from medieval parch-
ment books: The February issue supplies

a free copy of an invaluable Histoy -of .

Art Chart. The April edition, dedicated
to ¥home and costume”, is an” exception-
allv ' practical number.- Child - Art is_the

“theme for May. The. picture on the. May

cover is a’’masterpiece. ‘Although not
quite “surrealistic” it certainly has plenty
of “dada” in it and quite a little “goo

: * * - * Cox
“‘ N TE might consider . the German

-minorities: in other countries as

“Hitler's human  dynamite.. He was like a

man. sitting ‘at’ an. electric” panel. .

‘“When the time was ripe he reached out .
and threw one of the switches. . . . Great’”

- Britain,- France and Poland formed an

alliance to stop him. . . . Hitler pushed
the buttons marked ‘Danzig’ and ‘Poland’
—and blew up a continent.”—Quoted
from an article in World Affairs (224
Bloor St., W., Toronto, $1.00).
* * * *
ENERAL Films Ltd. are the exclu-
sive distributors of Study Guides for
Curriculum Enrichment prepared by the
Educational Dsepartment of Films Incor-
porated, 330 West 42nd Street, New
York, N.Y. The Study Guide now before
me concerns “Silent Barriers,” a Gau-
mont-British Picture. In it is found a
synopsis of the film concerned together
with many suggestions for curriculum
correlation and motion picture appreci-
ation,
* * * *
ANADA’s National Youth Magazine,
New Advance (21 Washington Ave.,
Toronto, $1.00) was raided on March
7th. The War Measures Act invited the
raid, the R.C.M.P. and Toronto police
staged it. All the material- was returned
“with apologies.” Are you curious?
* * * *

ASH prizes to the value of seventy

" dollars are offered in a photographic

contest conducted by Our Dumb Aninals
(Massachusetts S.P.C.A., 180 Longwood
Ave., Boston, $1.00). The contest will
close June 30, 1940. Fir further details
see the March issue. )

* * * *

ORE and more attention is heing

paid to high school chemistry by
the Journal of Chemical Education (20th
and . Northampton St.,’ Easton, Penn,
$3.50). The March number contains “An
Atomic Weight Determination. for High
School Students,” and. the April edition
offers “A Model of .a Modern Sewage
Treatment Plant as a Project in High
School Chemistry.” Both  issues - have
High School Notes, a new and valuable
section. )

x - * R *
“UPNXTRACTING Aluminus From Its

Ore” is the title of a one-act play
(of all things) in School Science -and
Mathematics (450 Ahnaip St., Menasha,
Wisconsin, $2.50) for March. In it the
hero meddles with a metal to prove his
mettle, The April issue comes- out with
a - brand new FEaster bonnet cover and
tells ‘us all ~ahout “Molecure; -a New
Chemistry Card Game”- that uses chem-

'
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ical atoms, or ions, as units. “A New
Proof of the Pythagorean Theorem” is
also offered. Both numbers contain “High
Lights of the March (April) Skies” and
both stress education for conservation of
natural resources.
*

* * *

HREE Penitente Cristos, one lookiny
human, one inhuman (reproduced

on the cover) and the last one unhuman,
are shown in Volume 33, Number 3, of
Magazine of Art (The American Feder-
ation of Arts, Barr Bldg., Wash,, D.C..
$5.50). But it is the Deuils Angel, repro-
duced in the same article that is actually
the last word in startling wood-carving.
It has “it”, “oomph” and “ugh”. News
and Comment in the April magazine
mentions Pare Lorentz and his new film,
“The Fight for Life,” said to leave one
limp as a dishrag.
* * * *

N this department at some future
“time I think I'll conduct a quiz. Sup-
pose for example you were asked right
now to identify a certain publication by
name—given the information that it is
issued weekly, has a plain yellow cover,

is edited by William C. Bagley, nearly

o

el e
n. M !

‘Jetter from Aunt Susan!

always leads off with a feature article
by a leading educator and contains such
standard departments as Educutional
Events and Shorter Articles and Discus-
sions. Would you recognize at once that
dependable periodical School and Seciety,
525 West 120tk St., New York, N.Y,,
$5.00.
* * * *
NY teacher or student doing re-
sea-ch work on any phase of the
subject of Reading should obtain the
March copy of Journal of FEducational
Research (Public School Publishing - Co.,
Bloomington, Ill., $3.50). The April issue
tells of “An ltem Analysis of Measures
of Teaching Ability” and casts serious
doubt upon the validity of the tests
studied.
* * * *
THE Modern Instructor (School Aids
Pub. Co., 1935 Albert St., Regina,
$2.00) is a newcomer to our magazinc
table. It is the same size, almost to the
page, as The B.C.Teacher. Within its
covers are to be found miscellaneous
problems, a hectograph section, history
and geography projects, study questions
and tests, verses, visual aids and even a

~ Don’t
Compromise—
GET A

OW "is the time ‘to” get
o X the movic projector
your school needs. And when
you " buy -don’t-* compromise

Filmosound! "

h, picture

with--quality. The*best costs
. e sehool -auditorium, . : far less in the long run.
There are.fio finer. projectors than Filmosounds. 'Built by. the mast ¢
“craftsmen who supply-the. preferfed. studio. equipment of Hollywoou,
Filmosounds . provide - ‘screen” images. of unequalied steadiness and '
brilliancy—plus. sound  quality of startling realism.’.. ; When you select
“a Filmosound, you won't- compromise ‘with utility, either. The combplete *

range  of ‘Filmosound and Filmo silent projectors includes exactly the
‘‘niodel yon mneed. See your nearcst Filmo dealer today. :

Write fi}:f y'our_gat;log‘ue'of' 16 mm. Free Films.

_ ASSOCIATED SCREEN NEWS
?féao-;sﬁ:;ﬁﬁ; ST w:sTLIMITED s ‘100 ;ggfm:%,_ W

‘16 Filmosound mo
rojector with ample. capacity for average . .
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OUK questions, Music and Visual
Aids, M. T. N. A, Activitics, and
The Turntable (a Review of Record-
ings) are permanent departments in the
composition of another visitor in our
midst. We refer to the Music Tcachers’
Review (45 Astor Place, New York,
N.Y., $1.25). But don’t subscribe to it
if you are an exponent of jump and jive,
A “valuable section of the magazine 'is
the one called The Music Shelf. This
part is devoted to a review of new
music and“is illustrated with selected
thematics.
* * * *
ATS off to Paul Kazoolin, editor
of the Pro-Rec Bulletin (604 Hall
Bldg., Vancouver, B.C.) issued weekly
by the B. C. Recreation Centres. Each
number is a g.:d mine of information
for members of recreation centres and
through every page runs a breezy, cheery
note, as friendly as a handshake.
o * - * *
NOTHER Vancouver publication
given over to the maintenance of
physical fitness but from quite a differ-
ent viewpoint is Your Health (710 Sey-
mour St., Vancouver, B.C., $2.00), official
organ of the B. C. Tuberculosis Society.
The ' cover for March-April depicts a
knight on horseback. On his breast is, the

Modern Language Journal (450 Ahnaip
St., Menasha, Wis., '$2.50). Both March
and April numbers contain instructive
reviews of recent’ French and Spanish
{films. Having lately eajoyad “Betrayal”
at the last showing this season of the
Vancouver National Film Society, 1 was
particularly interested in the review
offered of that’ picture and also of a
description given of “Champs Elysees”,
directed and ‘acted by the inimitable
Sacha Guitry.:

* % * *

HAT. will Italy do next? Will she

join Britain and France or re-
main neutral? Mr. Harold Kemp believes
he knows ail the answers in “Mussolini;
Italy’s’ Geographer in Chief”, found in
the April Journal of Geography (A. ]
Nystrom & Co., 3333 Elston Ave., Chi-
cago,” $2.50). Conservation is the theme
of Our National Forests—A Social
Problem”. Another article supplies some
very' valuable “Helps in Teaching Prin-
ciples of Geography”.

i, * * x

“rf\HE International Forum” is grow-

ing into quite an important, feature
of The Social Studies (1021 Filpert St.,
Philadelphia, Pa., $2.00). The subject for
March was “A View of Finland”. We
have often mentioned the excelient

doible-barred Lorraine cross so familiar .. Illustrated Section and Motion Picture
on Xmas -seals. Your subscription to . Iepartment. Other. permanent and help-
Your Health will help, both spiritually ful sections are News and Comment,
and mazterially, the cause te which the Book Reviews and Book Notes, and Cur-
magazine is dedicated, namely, a fight to  rent Publications Received.
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i March: and “April: issues_contain articles
7 on. the  use of  recording ‘equipment,)-
instruments of a mew. learning technique
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B.C. T.F. and Kindred Associations

FEDERATION NEWS
Reminders

1. B.C.T.F. fees of members who have
not yet paid them are now Four Months
Owerdue! :

2. Sick - Benefit  Contributions which
have not been paid are now Four Months
Owverdue. Members who are in arrears
are not protected now and are not elig-
ible to claim benefits in the event of ill-
ness. Forward your contribution im-
mediately to place yourself in good
standing.

OUR SICK BENEFIT FUND—ITS
FIRST BIRTHDAY

UST one year ago, immediately after

being instructed to do so by the 1939

Annua!l Convention, we launched our

Sick Benefit Fund. Having operated for

one year, we may now look back and

se¢ what progress has been.achieved and-

to what extent our plan has served:the
teachers.

Our membership is slightly over 700.
Added to the 400 members in the similar
Vancouver Secondary Teachers’  Fund,
this ‘means that 1100 teachers or slightly
more than one-third of our B. C. T, F.

- membership are now protected against

illness and accident at exceedingly low
rates. - While this is probably as much
as could be expected in one year, we are
of the opinion  that all our. members
should avail themselves of the splendid
protection which they can now secure.
We are convinced of this when we study

“the number of teachers who have had

fong -and - inexpensive illnesses this year,
as shown ‘below, and who have found
that the benefits received have been of
inestimable value in ensuring a continu-
anceof income during a period of loss
of -salary in which extra expenses have
been incurred for : medical - service.

Many Teachers- Have Benefitted

“+-Already 'the Fund ‘has paid out in
claims $1624 to_twelve of our members. =

Four members will draw claims for the
maximum . period  of sixty?days. . The
largest claim paid to date amounted to

- $385, for a-contribution of only $7. We °

defy ‘any. one to duglica_te the service
which: our: fund.is ‘giving at such low

. cost.

“The Vancouver Seéi)ridé;y has paid out

- approximately  $800 ‘also’ in. claims, ‘and =
the -Vancouver Medical plan, which was

Ay

quite recently launched, is giving service
in the field of doctors’ and hospital fees.

We repeat that these co-operative
plans have already justified their exis-
tence and should receive the support of
all B. C. T. F. members.

While we contend that our plan is
giving a service that cannot be dupli-
cated elsewhere at the same cost, or
cven at much higher cost, there is a
limit to the value that may be given in
return for the exceedingly low contri-
butions which we assess our members.

In our humble opinion members should
not expect services which would cost $30
or more with an insurance company, for
a contribution as low as $3 and not in
excess of $10.

Members should inform themselves of
the nature and extent of the benefits
offered by the Sick Benefit scheme be-
fore joining. The time of the committee

. should not be taken up with claims which

it has no authority to pay.
There Is No Santa Claus

Obviously claims cannot be paid for:
the first ten days of absence, holidays,
dectors’ fees, hospital charges, illnesses
which commenced before the claimant
joined the fund, or other similar cases.
The committee must refuse claims from
members who have failed to pay their
contributior.s. Teachers who decide to
apply for membership after they become
ill so that they may make a claim, can-
not be accepted as aew members until
they recover and return to duty. Believe
it or not, claims have been submitted for
each of the cases mentioned above.

Incidentally, we gave up our belief in
Santa Claus many years ago, although
som!e of our colleagues apparently have
not

While our regulations are not as
severe as those of an insurance company,
in order that we may safeguard the
interests of the members as a whole, we
must conduct the affairs of the Fund in
a businesslike way. We feel that we are
exceedingly generous in protecting mem-
bers from September to December with-
out payment of their contribution until
the latter date, on the assumption that
it will be paid when it becomes due on
December 31. Cn the other hand, mem-
bers having received that service, should
feel - obligated to pay “the contribution.

~After January 1, members whose contri-

butions are unpaid ‘are unprotected and
sliould not expect to receive benefits if
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they become il It is only by adhering
strictly to such regulations, which are
definitely set forth in the by-laws, that
we can hope to operate the Fund on a
sound fAnancial basis.

We have received the excuse many
times from members that they lack in-
formation in regard to the Sick Benefit
Plan. We do not feel that this is a justifi-
able complaint as detailed information
has been supplied in every issue of The
B. C. Teacher since last September. Prior
to that time a number of articles were
also published. We have invited questions
and offered to supply information upon
request.

Once more we are providing below
some of the chiefl features of the plan.
We suggest that members make a care-
ful study of them and keep them on file
for future reference:

Details Regarding Your Sick Benefit
Fund
1. MEMBERSHIP:
Membership in the Fund is open to

B. C. T. F. members m good stand-

ing.

2. BENEFITS: .

(a) Benefits are paid according to the
scale of contributions benefits

- which are shown on all enrollment
and remittance forms.

(b) No benefits are paid to new
members for any illness which
commences during the first thirty
days of membershxp

(c) The following waiting periods,

© during which no benefits are paid,
apply in the case of the first
-absence in any school year:

For tic Present Year~(1939-40)
“A” members—10 teaching days
of  absence -for- which-no benefits
are paid. Benefits commence on
. the 11th teaching day.
~4B” and “C”_Members—20 teach-
ing days of absence for:which no
benefits are ;paid. Benefits .com-
“'mence on the 21st teaching day
of - absence.
Norz——l .No benefits are-paid - for holi-
days, or other than actual school days.
2. The - plan does ‘not -cover -medical and
~.“hospital bills. :
"3 MAxIMUM: BenerFiT- PERIOD:
- 'The. maximum - period = for -which
“members may -draw- benefits in any
- -onc school: year-is 60 teachmg days.”
EX VWAITING PErioD:
. - ‘The waiting penod {or which -no
- benefits areipaid does not. necessarily
“-consist: of -a‘single continuous: absence.

Several absences of one, two or more -

days may be counted until the required
waiting period is built up (10 tedchm;.,
days and 20 teaching days for “A”
and “B" members despectively).
SkcoNp ILLNESS:

In the event of a second illness in
the same school year, there is no wait-
ing period for the sccond illness and
benefits commence from the first
teaching day of absence.

6. CONTRIBUTIONS :

1. Contributions arc paid annually
along with B, C. T. I, fees.

2. Contributions arc due in September
but members are allowed until
December 31 and are carried fully
protected until that date. Members
who fail to pay by December 3!
forfeit their benefit protection until
the contribution is received.

7. How 1o Jorm:

n

1. Sign an application card and for-.

ward to the Federation office,
accompanied by the $2 initial fec.

2, Pay your annual contribution not

later than December 3lst.

8. How To AprLy FOR BENEFITS:

In the event of absence from teach-
ing duty on account of illness or acci-
dent which will extend beyond the
initial waiting period and entitle you
to draw benefits, notify the commit-
tee. The necessary claim forms and
complete instructions regarling the
procedure to be followed will be sent
to you promptly.

While claims have been exceptionally
heavy this year, we arc confident that
we shall finish the year in a sound finan-
cial position, and have a modest sum to
carry into reserve, cven though it will
not be as large as we had originally
expected.

* * * *

“ SUMMER SESSION STUDENTS
ANY Summer Session students will
-welcome the- fact that Geography
and Psychology are listed as subjects for
majors - in- the  1239-40  University = of
British Columbia Calendar.
- In" reply to "a ‘request made ‘by the
Stmmer  Session Students’ Association,
the Department of Education will accept
2v4 -units of work in Librarianship to-
wards the completion of the requirements
for an Academic Certificate,

The Association’s request  for - Univer-
sity credit: in "Art Appreciation, - Guid-
ance,  Librariarship- and Music” Appreci-
ation - has -been considered by- the- Uni-
versity. No credit can be given for these
courses, however, until- they. are offered
for credit in the Winter - Session. iFur-
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thermore, academic credit for courses in
Physical Education can not be given at

the present time.
This summer, the
Registration booklet
Activity Card which
year's arrangement regarding  student
activities. This card should be removed
at the time of registration.
* * *

Sumnmier  Session
will  contain un
will repliace last

*

TEACHERS IN POLITICS
HOQULD teachers take part in politics?
Anpparently teachers in Alberta think

so. A number of them contested both
the provincial and Dominion elections
recently. No less than ten were returned
to the Provincial legislature, some of
them for a second term. In this they
were more successful than the B. C.
teachers who ran in the Dominion elec-
as 2!l three who did so were de-
feated. We wonder if teachers who are
active in politics in Alberta are, as is the
tendency in some quarters in this prov-
ince, regarded as freaks or treated as
lepers. We hope not.

The following news item appeared in
an Edmonton paper:

“Teachers Can Take It! For those of
us who felt that the election of ten
teachers to the Legislature of Alberta
in 1935 was a freak incident quite im-
possible of repetition, the new returns
are especially interesting. Of those who
sat in the last House, Messrs. Aberhart,
Tanner, Duke, Hooke, Tomyn, Ansley,
Bourcier ‘and Popil are in again. Glenn
McLachlan, who made the pilgrimage to
Major Douglas in 1936, now holds a
commission in the army and did not stand
as-a candidate, Solon Low,; who did a
competent job as Provincial Treasurer,
was: the one teacher M.L.A. who suffered
defeat, The reasons for that are obscure,
but we suspect that Mr. Low paid the
penalty for his share.in the reinstatement
of taxpaying as one of the normal and
essential duties of citizenship. One new
teacher-M.L.A. is G. E. Taylor, of Drum-
heller, who defeated F. C. Moyer, K.C,,

~a.former member for.the riding.

"“We offer this - information: (without
referencé . to the polxtxcal stripe. of - the
men’ concerned) to give the lie to the
hoary old gibe that a teacher is ‘a man
among boys and a hoy among men’. If
the political - arena’ may. fairly ‘be con-
sidered a place for manly contest, then
1. would' suggest that teachers made an
excellent- showing in it

“We ‘reserve for special .mention Mr.
J. Percy Page, the well-known coach of
the - Edmonton * Commercial Grads, for
many. years international: champions of

. women'’s basketball. Mr.. Page (principal

of the McDougall Commercial High
School) headed the Citizens' slate in the
city polling, and will bring a mature
educational philasophy and long experi-
ence as a teacher to the service of the
Opposition caucus and of the Legisla-
ture and people of Alberta,

“To complete the record for Alberta
to date, we may add that in the Federal
field Messrs. Blackmore and Johnston
are re-elected under the New Democracy
banner, while Walter Kuh}l of the same
narty is 12 votes behind in an unfinished
count in the Jasper-Edson riding. Mr.
Blackmore is expected to be the leader
of his group in the new House of Com-
mons.

“All Canadian teachers, and especially
those who were for years associated with
him in the work of the Canadian Teach-
ers' Federation, will join in extending
warm congratulations to Mr. M. J. Cold-
well, returned to Parliament with a
handsome majority in Rosetown-Biggar
(Sask.). Mr. Coldwell’s reputation as a
parliamentarian already ranks high, and
we look forward to further successes for
him. In the coming movement for Fed-
eral Aid for Education the guidance and
help of such men should he very
valuable.”

* * *
TEXTBOOK OR SHOVEL?
HE Canada Year Book, 1938 (page
804) gives us wage statistics on dif-

ferent classes of labour. For a 44-hour
week and a 50-hour week year we get
the. following:

Building Labourers ................ $913.00
Trackmen and Labourers

(Elec. Rly.) ... . 983.50
Unskilled  factory labou 933.00

If we take the third ﬁg-xre (@933) as
representative’ of a year’s pay for un-
skilled labour, and apply it, we find that
about 6000 men teachers, or 42% of those
tabulated, do not rate unskilled labour
wages for a year's work.

And again: “It is sad, but true, that
the -colossal industry of educating Can-
ada’s . 2,200,000 school children claims
only 27 per. thousand of the young men
who go through Canadian universities;
for the remaining 973 we may well
helieve that the rewards of an educational
career ‘are foo uncertain and too meagre.

“Can it be that these young men have
decided; before they even get out into
the world, that the dominant philosophy
of our nation is Crass Materialism, and
that ‘they had better conform rather than
starve? -

“We wonder what the heads of our
universities think about. all" this.”

-—From the C.T.F. Salary Report
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CONVENTION POST MORTEM

ITH Convention Secretary What-
mough in the chair, members of
the 1940 Convention Committee met on
April 15th to present an accounting of
their activities during the Faster session.
Treasurer R. Atkinson reported a
balanced budget and suggested changes
for the 1941 convention. Other memhers
also advanced constructive criticism for
the improvement of the annual gathering.
Mr. Harry Charlesworth pointed out
in an analysis of the registration that
1022 teachiers had attended; 611 had
registered but had not attended, and
analysis of the attendance at the dif-
ferent sessions of the annual meeting
showed that a surprisingly small number
of teachers had attended the vital busi-
ness meetings at which such subjects as
pensions and salaries had been discussed.
At the final business meeting only 214
members were present.

The General Secretary pointed out
that only 50 per cent of teachers register-
ing for the convention actually attended.

DOINGS AT CASTLEGAR

THE B.C. Teacher is happy to give
publicity to the activities both pro-
fessional and personal of the Castlegar
and District Teachers' Association, In
January, local teachers heard an address
on the pension fund from Brian Thomp-
son of Trail. To the same city went
Miss Margaret MacDonald, who was
succeeded in her former post at Brilliant
. by Miss Patricia Comerford of Equimalt.

Returning from  the University of
Washington, where she had been study-
ing for some time, is Miss Asta Zuker-
berg. Teachers of the district have
also welcomed back Mrs. E. Dalgas who
has been on leave of absence for six
months.

ART TEACHERS REVIEW
YEAR'S WORK

MAEETING at the Easter Convention
members of the provincial art sec-

tion. elected ‘King Logan  (Richmond)
president, Miss A, E. Thomas. (Pentic-
ton) ‘secretary, and. a committee com-
posed of - Miss ‘Peck and Messrs. Shad-
bott, Cianci, Ozard, Scott, and Miller to
supervise . activities . for the coming year.
Reviewing the past year’s programmie,
Mr. W. R, Brooks, rstiring president,
“found satisfaction in the extensive series
of topics discussed’ during his term of

office. Aniong the subjects discussed
had been “Appreciation of Art in the
Schools” ; “Stage Scenery and Lighting”;
“Commercial Art as a Vocation”; “Films
and Slides”"; “An Experiment in Art
Appreciation”, and a questionnaire on
“Drawing”.

Mr. Brooks reported that the section
had sponsored an art club for high school
graduates desirous of continuing their art
work and that an exhibit from elemen-
tary and secondary schools had heen
arranged and was at the disposal of any
British Columhia school which desired
to use it.

PRINCETON AND DISTRICT

R. C. E. Ritchie of Princeton was

elected president of the Princeton
and District Teachers’ Assaciaticn which
held its organization meeting in Prince-
ton on Saturday, April 13th, 1940. To
serve with him on the executive will be
Mr. C. R. Mattice, Princeton, vice-
president; Miss Mary Jones, Copper
Mountain, secretary-treasurer; Mr. R. G.
Williston, Princeton, B.C, Teacher cor-
respondent; and Mr, L. E. Hyndman,
Hedley; Mr. J. Macally, Blakeburn; and
Mr. W, R. Noel, Coalmont.

This new local of the O.V.T. A. will
represent 33 teachers from 12 schools
which are roughly enclosed in a triangle
bounded by Hedley on the east, Copper
Mountain on the south, and Brookmere
on the west. Mectings are scheduled to
be held every second month in Princeton
with the first one called for May 18th.
It was indicated that teachers wished
these meetings to be of a discussion type
from which they could obtain curriculum
help and aid in solving their particular
teaching problems.

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

UNDER the direction of C. F. Connor
(King Edward High School, Van-
couver) ‘the Natural History Society has
organized an extensive library of books
and periodicals for the use of members
of the society. ,

British Columbia science teachers and
others’interested in natural history could
have access to this valuable collection by
joining the - organization. . Membership
fee is $1.00 a year.- :

Included on the list of Natural History
Society activities for the spring - and
summer are Saturday afternoon expedi-
tions and a  summer camp.
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PARENT-TEACHER ACTIVITIES
RITISH Columbia Parent-Teacher
Federation and all its officers have

a very full year ahead ol them. Two

of the major projects developed from

resolutions passed at the convention,

Mr, Clement T.ogan, principal of Aber-
deen School, is heading the ccmmittee
dealing with Hallowe'en vandalism. So
much damage has been done to public
and private property and even a life
tzken by Hallowe'en pranks that the
Federation felt there was real need for
some education for a sane Hallowe'en. If
wholesome fun is suggested and indulged
in there need be no necessity for destruc-
tion at this period. Really constructive
ideas are being developed by the com-
mittee and will be published to furnish
aid to all communities,

A committee, convened by Mrs. H.
Gibson, is working on the campaign
against salacious literature. Support of
the campaign is being sought {rom many
organizatiens throughout British Celum-
bia and any suggestions or ideas are wel-
comed.

S there a school that could use some

“used toys”? When the appeal was
sent out for used magazines, cards,
colored paper and wool there were also
some toys contributed. Anyone wishing
more information about the toys need
only write “The Parent-Teacher Office,
Mezzanine Floor, David Spencer Ltd.,
Vancouver.” It might be said here that
more and more schools are being
“adopted” at the suggestion of Dr. King
and we shall have more extensive in-
formation ahout this service in the
future.

* * * *

AY 15, 16 and 17 marlk: the days of

ihe convention for the Washington
Congress of Parents and Teachers to be
held in Aberdeen, Washington. Repre-
sentatives of the B. C. Federation are
attending to extend greetings from the
British Columbia people. Much good can
be gained hy these exchanges of visits;
and to add enjoyment there is the trip
on the Olympic Peninsula, always beauti-
ful at this time of the year.
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Aluminum Industry”.

Aluminum Company of Canada, Limited

will send to Teachers, upon written request,
a coloured Educational Chart, entitled

“Alummum from Mine to Market”

mcludmg a Legend and a booklet, “Canada’s
These are very suitable
for educational work in the class-room:

A small supply of our booklet—"*THE ROYAL
VISIT, 1939” is still available. These also may
be obtamed upon written request to

Alummum Company of Canada, Lxmlted
‘ 158 Sterlmg Road Toronto
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Ramblings of Paidagogos

THE RIVER—AN ALLIEGORY
ONG years ago there dwelt in a peaceful and fertile valley a race of
husbandmen whose industry never failed to reap a rich gnd abundant
reward. Want was unknown. Nowhere in the world had nature showered
her blessings with a freer hand, and nowhere had man more wisely availed
himself of her beneficience. Each autumn the crops ripened to gold, fruit
hung heavy upon the trees, and the flowers bleomed in multicolored pro-
fusion. The cattle grew sleek and fat, the birds warbled their most tuneful

lays, and on every hand there were evidences of human prosperity and
contentment.

Many as were the natural advantages of this tranquil region, there
was nevertheless one that sustained them all. I'rom a distant mountain
range there flowed a crystal river thnt passed through the valley and
irrigated its farms. So far back as man’s memory reached, ‘the river had
heen there. Always it had heen looked upon as the great fructifier, through
whose life-giving stream the affluence of the land arose. Yet the inlabit-
ants of the valley had never worshipped the river. Their enlightenment
was such that they had from time immemorial regarded it as a source
to be employed for the benefit of their fields, and as a means to the enjoy-
ment of a copious life.

Alas for the inconstancy of human existence! After many centuries
of peace and well-being, the valley and its people were conquered by a
warlike race from the mountains and subjected to thc will of a tyrant. The
days of their prosperity were over,

He was a strange man, this tyrant, given to d'nl\ moods and wild
fancies. The rude scenes and the fierce events of his youth had combined
to cast the fitful gleam of madness upon a brilliant and sensitive spirit.
He soughtfor beauty and fotad it often in cruelty. Human feelings and
‘human needs were teo base and mundane to have more than a passing
stgmﬁcance in his thought

. -So it came to pass that as he surveyed the valley with its treasure of
‘abundant and cheerful life; there was but one feature that captured his-
imagination.’ . The river! He saw the river as a symbol of power and

- 'majesty,.of mystic beauty, of eternal purity. - Seeing it thus,lie-was fiiled
‘with a smoldering contempt for those who had put it to ignoble uses;
and in‘his sou!l he swore a great oath' that hencefarth the river should be
held inviolate and sacred. .

i _To this end he issued an edict that Lhe ir
forever closed ; "and on either-bank of .the ris +"m the head of the
valleytothe sea, he planted groves of ornam ‘rees and girt them
‘with - lovely gardens.. He set up little shrines i m ehad, places, and adorned
.the river ‘with every gracious beauty his genius could davise. “Then: as
day. followed day and month followed month, he" ‘gave himself up_ to
siecstatic contemplatxon of ‘his handiwork. * The river was a river no mgre.

Tt -was-a -shimmer of pale beauty remote from all the cares and labors
of the world L v - .

s ditches were to be‘ '
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But while the river flowed immaculate within its banks and mirrored
tieir surpassing loveliness, the valley became parched and the fields steriie.
The crops failed and the cattle died. Where formerly the inhabitants had
been vigorous and jovial, they were now reduced to emaciated creatures
who crept about with sorrowful faces. Laughter became a memory., The
children ceased to play. Famine took the place of plenty and happiness
was succeeded by despair.

Yet the tyrant felt none of this. “I have given them a sacred river
for their adoration,” he cried, “and they ask me for bread. What have T
to do with clods like these?”

It was at this darkest momeni—for even in the midst of desolation
there is hope—that there arose a wise man among these people who showed
them that if they would endure a little longer their hour of tribulation
would pass.

“Hearken unto me,” he said, “and 1 will enlarge your hearts with a
parable. *The valley can be likened to the whole life of man and the river
to man’s mind. Only as his mind sustains and enlightens his life does he
live abundantly; and no matter how nobly his mind may be adorned,
apart from’his life it is a vain and useless thing. Mind and life, river and
valley, these cannot save by the touch of madness be divided. Be of good
cheer, therefore. For in a little while the madman will perish; and the
river will return, as in the fulfillment of its own nature it must return,
to bring fruition and contentment to the valley,”

* R * % * * *

Such is the curious legend as it has been preserved in the annals of this
people. And even today, when the name of the tyrant is forgotten and
the season of privation is but an ancient memory, the words of the wise man
are remembered and treasured. They are carved in granite above the
doorway of the: Capitol, and each year at the veraal equinox they are
proclaimed in every corner of the land: “Mind and life, river-and valley,
these cannot save by.the touch of mudness be divided.” . ‘
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Talks On Art — No. 2

By A, F. B, Crark, Pu.D., University of British Columbia

F my readers accepted the views set

forth in the “Talk On Art” in the
April issue of The B.C. Teacher, we arc
in agreement regarding at least a few
basic clues that may provide guidance in
our search for and appreciation of
beauty. We are agreed that when we
exclaim: “How beautiful!”, it is just a
sign to indicate that we have had an
experience—visual, aural or purely men-
tal—that scems to us to have significance
not only for ourselves, but for all men.
1 should not call the phrase “the ex-
perience of the significant” a formal
definition of beauty, but ‘rather a plain
staternent of what happens within us to
call forth the use of the word beauty.
Now I shall try to trace the growth of
this “experience of the significant” within
the life of the individual and then within
-the life of humanity.

First, I appeal to your own experience,
What was your earliest experience of
beauty? What kind of things first struck
you as beautiful when you were a child?
Were they not things that were obviously
agreeable—pretty, bright, smooth, grace-
“{ful things—a pretty face, flower, bright
sunshine, - sprightly animals like kittens
and birds, simple melody?
meaningless and hostile welter of things
‘which press upoa the consciousness of a
‘helpless infant, only those objects such as
friendliness, comfort and delight emerge
as - “significant”. . Such is the first grade
in. the apprehension of “beauty” on the
part of the individual—and it ‘must be
added that-it is: a.grade many people
never pass’ beyond,: the whole life long;
_they remain aesthetically  infantile - for-
-ever; only the pretty, the soft, the charm-
ing constitute ‘beauty” to.them. :

Most of us, however, reach the second
grade. As we grow in physical strength
and become ambitious to play our part in
~ the world, 'more strenuous aspects of life,
like - force :of - body ‘and will,” discipline
and dignity come to _seem “significant” to
- us; they, too, detach themselves:irom the

inert mass of ‘meaningless or unpleasant
experience: that ‘makes up . daily life. We:

reach the “point where' we associate ‘the
idea. of “beauty”: with these masculine
qualities of " strength “and ' balance ‘and

- dignity as. well .as with the feminine
. qualities of prettiness' and grace; we:see

-'beauty”’ “now . ii’ the “muscular - athlete,

"% the ‘sturdy . oak-tree, - the: thoroughbred

- .- horse, . the mighty - chords of _music.

Out of the.

Beyond this second grade of the “beauti-
ful” it is safe to say that most people
never get—and indeed the Grecks, as
artistic a )eople as ever lived, never got
heyond it in the great period of their
national art, as far, at least, as their
plastic art was concerned. DBeyond the
heauty of prettiness and the beauty of
strength lies, for most people, the vast
no-man's land of what they call the
“ugly".

The passage to the third grade of
“beauty” is the Ass's Bridge of Aesthet-
ics; if you can get across it, your
acsthetical battle is half over. This third
grade is that wherein “the ugly” itseli
becomes (under certain conditions) beau-
tiful, like the Beast in the fairy tale who
turns out to be a Prince Charming. This
question of “the ugly” and its relation to
Art and Beauty is one of the great prob-
lems of Aesthetics and, if one really
wishes to enlarge one's appreciation of
beauty, in nature as well as in art, it is
necessary to come to grips with it. Let
us take a simple familiar case. An old,
wrinkled face is not in itself a thing of
beauty according to the two first and
most obvious grades of beauty; it is
neither pretty and graceful, nor strung
and dignifled. Yet perhaps you have
caught yourself saying at the sight of
a wrinkled, old woman: “What a beauti-
ful- face!” I you have, then you are
already across the Ass’'s Bridge; your
experience of life has deepened to the
point where wrinkles, suffering. old age,
resignation are not merely part’nf the
dull, meaningless deadweight that our
mortal ‘life drags along, but symbols of
spiritual discipline; of - character-growth;

these formerly undifferentiated details
‘Suddenly have stood out from the form:

less. mass and have taken on ‘“signifi-
cance”; .a sector. of life has been re:
claimed from the No-Man’s Land of “the
ugly” and annexed to the realm of “the
beautiful”. -

For the jndividual; then, “beauty”
keeps expanding” by taking in new areas
of experience, in proportion as ive deepen
our- sensitiveness to life; as ive cease to
take - things merely for granted and
becorie acutely aware. of their signifi-
cance, their symbolic character.  But for
the race, too, in a parallel way, “beauty”
keeps expanding as humanity deepens its

~experience in the couirse of history, as its

soul becomes more responsive to all the
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aspects of the universe about it, And,
naturally, as all goowth is accompanied
by ‘“growing painy”, as adaption is
always a difficult process, the transfer
of territory from the domain of “the
ugly” to that of “the beautiful” is accom-
panied throughout the life of the indi-
vidual and throughout the aesthetic his-
tory of the race by a continuous chorus
of wails and howls {rom those who rebel
at new ways of looking at things. From
the time of the Greeks until now they
have been telling us that the true Beauty
is the Beauty of the past.

I am now going to attempt a very
rapid survey of the aesthetic history of
the Western world since Greek times. I
believe that the inevitable compression of
so many facts into brief compass will
not be confusing to you, if you keep this
guiding clue before your mind. \Vhat
I am driving at is that the growth of the
idea of “Leauty” is parallel with the
deepening of man's spiritual experience
(that is, his experience in moral, reli-
gious, social, political, scientific spheres,
all taken together). This survey will, I
hope, show that you camnot turn the
aesthetic clock back, unless you turn the
whole clock of human history back.

To the Grecks—who were the adoles-
cents of the Western world, not, as some
people still seem to think, its patriarchs
- —“beauty” meant what it means to the
adolescent mind. = generally—grace and
charm, or strength and dignity. For the
Greeks saw in intense suffering nothing
but a blemish on the harmony of nature;
indeed, unrestrained emotion of any kind
was apparently.not “beautiful” to them.
(I am, of course, speaking only of the
Greeks of the great, classical period, not
of the Hellenistic times; and I am
thinking of theirplastic_art rather than

of their:literature). - It- was- Christianity, -

- and intensely - emotional - religion, which
revealed to man the “significance” of pain
and_ suffering -as_something that- purifies

o the spirit; suffering was, to it, a sign of -
spirituality; and ‘so the. outer marks of

suffering; - the wracked - body, the ex-
pression of “anguish, death itself, become

- .common objects in° Christian art.. . What -

to 'the " Greek " was. ‘“ugly” © becomes
- “beauty”. in’ Gothic sculpture and in: the
religious” painting of: the ' Middle Ages;

and this “beauty” of pain and death has:

never- been ‘lost,” but has. been -handed
down to modern art.© 7 -

“7If the religicus and ‘moral revolution

«-we-call” Christianity "annexed 'the 'realm
- of suffering . to.. Beauty's domain, " “the
political, “social -and economic revolution

that was involved in the rise of the mid-
dle class to power between the seven-
teenth and nineteenth centuries brought
with it new and extensive aesthetic con-
quests. The feeling of the importance and
dignity of the average man spread gradu-
ally abroad. The two greatest contribu-
tions of this new democratic spirit to Art
are genre painting and the realistic novel.
The art of the Renaissance is aristocratic,
like the society of the countries in which
it flourished. The great Italian painters
do not depict scenes from homely life;
nor do the English or French dramatists
ol that time consider middle-class people
worthy to appear as the heroes of
tragedy. Middle-class life is ugly. But
when Holland had, by the united efforts
of the common citizens, thrown off the
yoke of the Spaniard, paintings in which
the ordinary bourgeois, his home and his
occupations take the place of honour,
make their appearance; Dutchmen saw a
new significance in these common-place
things for which they had fought and
died; and gradually—but only very
g}:‘adually—-—the world came to agree with
them.

The clash between the conceptions of
“beauty” ‘is well represented by the
anccdote - of Louis XIV heing - shown
some.. of Teniers’ = tavern-scenes; the
Grand Monarque - associating “beauty”
and “art” with the dignified landscapes
of Poussin or the  stately portraits of
Rigault, exclaimed with an - indignant
finality worthy of a Vi-torian visitor at
a cubist exhibition: “Take away  that
rubbish!” - And it was in France and
England (the two other countries in
which the middle-classes were increasing
in wealth and influence) that the novel
was to develop,-in the -course - of the
eighteenth century, into.a new form of
literary art, by picturing in words, as the
Dutch had done in pigments, the ordinary
life of. the middle classes. - So far did
this. modern feeling: for. the significance
of -the ‘human. being, just as a human
being, go in. the nineteenth century, that
the . portrayal in painting, in drama and
in the novel of even the outcast, thc
reprobate. and. the  criminal became a

~legitimate functicn of art.”™

One of the most striking conquests of
“grt” ‘and” “beauty” .in modern times is

‘the vast domain of what we call “naturc”
" (i.e., the-aspects of the external world,

excluding man) .- ‘Ancient art and litera-
ture paid little attention to'“nature”; the

" ancients apparently saw_no Hsignificance”
“in" her;“man alone. engrossed all: their

curiosity. - Even in modern literature and
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art, the passion for painting and describ-
ing landscape is of reiatively recent
origin, going hardly much farther back
than the later eighteenth century., That
is particularly true of the wilder, more
menacing aspects of nature, like moun-
tains, seas, rivers in flood, storms, etc.
What a role these play in the painting
and the poetry—yes, even in the music—
of the nineteenth century! Yet up to
almost the time of our grandfathers they
were regarded as ‘ugly” things. A
traveller of the carly eighteenth century
wrote in his diary that “Switzerland
would be a beautiful country, if it were
not for its mountains!” Why this sudden
realization of the “significance” of
nature? That is still an unsolved prob-
fem; but is it too venturesome to suggest
that the new artistic interest in nature is
not unconnected with the new scientific
interest in her which was developing
during the same period? Geology, botany,
zoology, chemistry, physiology, were
making gigantic strides in the eighteenth
century; did all that not focus man's
attention on nature for the first time, and
what leads to the discovery of “signifi-
cance” in anything but the focussing of
attention on it? There is also the para-
doxical fact that the new fascination man
finds'in nature coincides with his growing
tendancy to separate himself from nature
in daily life and to congregate in large
citiés; but, after all, isn't it only when
yots cease yourself to be part of a thing
(as man in earlier ages had been almost
a part of nature) that you become con-
scious of it as a separate entity and that
it takes on “significance”?  Even today
it-is the city-man on a holiday, not the
local ‘farmer, who “raves about the
scenery.

'This rapid sketch of aesthetic history,

_incomplete as it is, will -illustrate what 1

mean-by the ever-expanding boundaries
of “beauty”; and there is no reason to
suppose that in our time we have reached

.the limits. of that expansion. . From:this

sketch may also emerge a provisional
definition of art as the representation in
some medium (words, paint, musical
tone, marble, etc.) of the significant in
life and nature; I say a definition of art
to distinguish the latter from what we
may call “natural beauty”, that is, the
significant in life and nature directly
apprehended. The main upshot of all 1
have been saying is that if you wish to
appreciate the world of art, past and
present, you must greatly enlarge the
scope and increase the flexibility of the
ordinary connotation of the worcf, “beauti-
ful”. And that means that you will have
to submit to an aesthetic discipline; you
will have to try to like things you in-
stinctively dislike. Now, in my exper-
ience, most people are willing to submit
to al! kinds of discipline, moral, religious,
military, athletic, even intellectual; but if
there is one kind of discipline most
normal people rebel at, it is the discipline
of their taste. “I know what I like,
don't I?” Yes, but you don't know what
you might like if you tried. On looking
at an unfamiliar cicture, on hearing un-
familiar music, on reading a poem writ-
ten in an unfamiliar style or an unfami-
liar rhythm, choke down that natural
human impulse to register disgust or
mockery at the sight of the strange
and never-before-experienced; and pa-
tiently watch to see if the artist has not
a new message for you, a never-before-
noticed reaction of the human spirit if
he is a novelist, a neglected effect of light
on water or foliage if he is-a painter, a
strange new harmony that plumbs a depth
of grief or yearning beyond the reach of
words if he is a musician. If you ask
why you should take all this trouble, one
might answer because it is an investment
which will pay you immense dividends
in added pleasure in life; one might add
that you will also deepen your knowledge
of nature and man; worlds in which the
artist ‘as. well as the scientist is con-
stantly discovering new continents.

THERE are Vs'qmre n;én: 50 enamoured by a half-seen truth that they devote their
‘A energy to quarrelling with untruth rather than to proving the little they doknow.

. They are like slaves with fans, who drive out through one window flies that return
*“through another. . Stern men and unforgiving, they are so intent on- punishing the

evildoer that they have no time to practise magnanimity. Such men forget, or never

: knew, that cruelty and. justice mix no better than fire and’ water, but that one extin-
- guishes the other, leaving cruelty or justice. I have never seen one such man who

favoured mercy rather than his own delight in the importance of his feat of self-

B respect.. Self-importance gives them no time for importance.

_From the log-of Tros of Samothrace.-

<y
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Our Music Library

By M. N. Barwick, President, Kelowna Rural Teachers' Association

HE Kelowna Rural Teachers’ Asso-

ciation is a group of cural teachers
of the Kelowna district who meet
once each month in Kelowna to discuss
problems relating to their work. The
Association is in its third year, and much
useful and beneficial work has heen
accomplished during this neriod.

As rural teachers, we felt the need of
a music library which would be of help
in teaching music. As none was avail-
able, wez decided to build up our own.
Details of finances were worked out in
a series .of meetings, and finally a com-
mittee was appointed to purchase records,
charts, etc,, which would form the hasis
of the desired library. After a great
deal of study this committee worked out
units of material which were subsequently
purchased, )

. Participating in the scheme are 15
schools of one, two or three rooms each.
Two school districts contributed $i0
each, and every other school board con-
tributed $5. The money was used to buy
approximately 80 records, books and
charts, The purchase was made through
a.local music firm which. allowed a sub-
stantial - discount. The records . were
divided into 15 units, each consisting of

" a“junior and senior section. This pro

vided for  tlie various types of schools

participating Jin the scheme, including
schools, - particularly one-room™ schools, "

that had not taken much :music before.
The- junior - section- is- comprised - of
records to illustrate: .
(@) Primary pattern songs.
(b) Rhythmic response. records. -
+ (c) Percussion band." )
“(d) Folk7 dances” (with ~teaching ~in:
. structions).. i '
(e): Recsids for apprecia and quiet
listening’; e.g.; Dance of ‘the Hours;
March of the Little-Lead Soldiers,
-+ 'Children’s Corner Suite.” "~
The senior section illustrates:”
_.{a)..Senior .pattern songs. RN
(b) The four, families of the orches-

tra; e.g.,.strings, woodwinds, brass::

" and :percussion.. Lk :
(c) Orchestral suites; e.éz., Nutcracker
e Suitey 1 Children's - orner  Suite,

structions).

. the Okanagi'n Valley.

(f) Harp and pipe organ.

(g) Study of the four main ranges of
the human voice; er.g., soprano,
alto, tenor and bass.

A schedule has been drawn up, and
cach school keeps one unit of the vourse
for one month, The unit is then passed
along tc the next school, ard the unit
next in order is received, ‘Thus, music
lessons for 15 months are assured for a
total outlay nf $5, while the school owns
one set. Units have been constructed so
that more expensive records may be
added later while still keeping the set in
balance.

For example, Unit No. 1 of the course
is listed as “Songs for Little Feople”.
It comprises pattern songs, rhythmic
medleys for rhythmic response for junior
and senior grades. The senior section of
this unit consists of an orchestral suite
serving as an introduction to Unit Two
which is ‘on a study of the orchestra.
The sets-are so constructed that they
lead through the 15 units, taking in.ail”
the illustrations listed in the {oregoing
paragraphs.

The office of the Inspecior, which is
already headquarters for the Okanagan
Valley Teachers’ Association library, is
also the headquarters of the rural music
library.  Inspector. iifatheson has taken a

- great interest in this work, and has given

our :local association  every help and
encouragement in this'undertaking.
The following books were found help-
ful in building up the music library:
(a) Programme of Studies.
(b) Remnie ard Smith—Lesson Helps
- +-in-Music:Appreciation. - R
(¢) Walter Damrosch’s' N.B.C. Musi
Lessons (Four books).

- ’j(d) Victor :Jumor ‘and “Senior - Music

Appreciation Units.
The ‘committee of three consisted of
Miss Myra Lang of Benvoulin School,

7,,Miss Evelyn . Henderson of- Mission .. .
‘Creelx. School, and” Mr, Alfred - Hum-

phriessof - Ellison" School,. and many

‘thanks are due to them for the fine work

they hav‘e&done in building up the foun-
dation for\the first rural music library in”

3

Perhaps some reader may earn similar
gratitude by launching such a scheme in

- _some: other part of British Columbia:
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A Visit To the World of Tomorrow

By Jean Woobnrow, King Edward High School, I"ancouver

“Around the palace, loftier, fairer, ampler than any yet.

[Earth's modern wonder, history's seven outstripping,

High rising ti=r on tier, with glass and iron facades,

Gladdening the sun and sky, enhued in cheerfullest hues--

Bronze, lilac, robin's egg, marine and crimson,

Over whose golden roof shall flaunt, beneath Thy banner Freedom
The banners of the states and flags of every land,

A brood of lofty, fair, but lesser palaces shall cluster.

Somewhere within their walls shall all that forwards perfect hiuman life be perfected,

Tried, taught, advanced, visibly exhibited.

—WaLT WHITMAN, Song of the LExposition,

RYLON and Perisphere—aspiration

and perfection—welcoming us, daz-
zling white against the blue sky of a
" New York June, we enter the World of
Tomorrow. “Just another World’s Fair,”
you say. Well, maybe, But if the world
of tomorrow is going to be anything like
the 21-mile sample of it which Grover
Whalen has just sprung upon an amazed
world—yes, thank »ou, I belicve I'd like
to live to seeit! -

Let me tell you a few things about this
new world, as portrayed for us by thous-
ands of artists on the canvas of Flushing
Meadow. . .

First of all, it seems a world of glori-
ous form and amazing colour (the archi-
tects and painters having let down. their
hair and had themselves: a - marvellous
time “painting the things as they saw it”
with apparently none of the usual restric-
tions which hamper. such folk in the
execution of their ideas.) Colour is used
generously and daringly both indoors and
out—murals con" the outside walls' of
buildings in a new weatherproof paint—
murals in-relief and mosiac—murals' in
carved wood,. in° metal,” in_ almost_every
conceivable - medium.. . Form ‘and' line in
" building- are ‘also daring, usually - beauti-
- ful, always: functional. . "
. This"is a- world of light. In the day-
" “time, buildings are as bright indoors as

- out, thanks to the use of building glass
for walls. But at night, they fairly glow.

"--Indoors, - indirect - lighting * reaches.._its

-highest_peak of perfection, literally turn-
‘ing dark into day. It is possible in almost

""" any"of. these buildings to take.snapshots -

- at night..Outdoors, buildings are floodlit;
- .pillars’and arches are thrown into relief
 by. concealed- lights, or_ outlines in neon
““tubing. Mercury  lights flood - trees and -

-.shrubs,>making them ‘even greener than
day. “And ‘flaming . fountains ~and ~

by

rockets dance to the music of a sym-
phony orchestra in the huge lLagoon of
Nations.

It is also a world where science and
its magic reign supreme in every phase
of life—in the home and in the factory,
on the farm and on the highway. In
home and factory, robots obey our slight-
est commands and perform miraculous
tasks. On the highway we shall travel
swiftly along three-storied roadways, il
we take to the highway at all; for it is
much more probable that we shall be
taking the silvery rocket-ship in which
we shall- shoot from continent to con-
tinent as speedily as we now fly from
city to city.. And through all, we see
science standing -guard over life, con-
quering disease and ugliness,  building
ever toward the sunrise, )

Above all, it is a world where all
peoples and nations of the earth can
dwell at peace in themselves and with
each other, each lending of the beauty
and graciousness of its own way of life
to enhance the life of its neighbor. With-
in ‘the buildings representative of the
various countries have been brought to-
gether treasures without pricein magnifi-
cent profusion. Britain has -brought her
most luxurious train, her fastest racing

- car, vessels of gold and silver, bolts of

the  finest “wool ‘and ' linen,, and  a " vast
store of historical treasures representing
the traditions of over nine - centuries,
climaxed by a detailed sound film of the
coronation “of ‘King~George . VI.' France
brings heavy siiks, new dress designs, all
the glory of its culinary genius, and ‘gems
of "art. collected from ~the length and
breadth : of ‘the land." :Belgium - brings
precious stones and superb craftsmanship
in- metals, ‘glass: and: textiles. " Sweden
brings ‘new: ideas’ in “home-living and
stresses - the ' superiority - of ~ hand-work

sy,
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over machine-made products. Turkey
brings glorious rugs, superlative work-
manship in pottery and metals, the rich
fruits of her fields, her exotic music,
her culinary delicacies. Russia glories in
the might of her new mechanical age—
Ttaly rejoices in her water-power, ler
natural resources and ler feats of colon-
ization rather than in the arts of past
ages which have until now heen her
boast. Japan, on the contrary, stresses
her past, and brings pearls, rich brocades,
magnificent embroideries. paintings, carv-
ings in wood and stone. Czecho-Slovakia
rises above her tragic destiny to defy
the totalitarian heel, and with faith in
the future presents the glories of her
past, blazing mosiacs, stained-glass, cry-
' stal, hand-weaving, bright embroideries.
Here is the most heart- -rending and at

1 the same time the most Inspiring build-

ing of the whole exposition. (And, as a
footnote, may we add that here is a
world from which Germany and what

she stands for has disappeared. Is this
a prophecy?)

Just another World’s Fair? Well, per-
haps. But if it gives us, as we leave,
even a faint spark of hope that the
ash-heap of our present civilization may
onc day flower into something worth-
while, even s the dump which was
Flushing Meadow has blazed up into a
city of shining walls and towers, then it
has not altogether failed of its purpose.

“After all, not to create only, or found
only,

But to bring perhaps from afar what is
already founded,

To give it our own identity, average,
limitless, free—

To fill the gross, the torpid bulk with
vital religious fire, -

Not to repel or destroy, so much as
accept, fuse, rehabilitate.

These . also are lessons of our New
World.

Chaﬂenge To Teachers of the Social Studies

~ By Hucr M. MorrisoN, Vancouver Normal School

HE public school : curriculum has

many aspects, a few of which stand
out clearly. “First, and most: important,
the school is concerned’ witlhi the physical

development of the child. Thus, physi-:

cal education. and health activities are
stressed, Second, the school must recog-
nize -the material environment-of the
individual, ‘and " thus, we  have

geography. - Third, -we have. to consider

the individual’s social environment, or, 'if )

.you will, human relationships, and in
this “way we “have -the  social - studies
portion of ‘the curriculum. - Fourth, ' we
are- concerned “'with “the ™ aesthetic' ‘and
manual development “of " the: child, “and

- tion,” and - through practical .arts.> Fifth
‘and~finally, “basic-to" the”achievement,
,,8’ basic: to ‘even attemptmg to-achieve the

ticular acuvmes, there are the tool sub-

)e«.ts ‘such7as - the ]anguage ‘arts- and'_j

'mathemancs :
To\ be sure,"*

‘compartments.‘ In their operatxon “to-

- onment,: thev(xare interlockidd ‘and inter-

the
natural scicnces and, to a certain extent,-
pendence of -

this,” in-the main, -is . attempted tm'ough‘
hterary, musical and —artistic: apprecia- -

“\objectives “of -the ‘above-mentiotied - cur- -

“these  five curncular"
-‘aspectsy are: not ' separate -and dlstmct_

- wards thexr\ predominant: aim of . develop- .

‘-ing:individvals ddjusted:to’ total - envir- *lar activities, is’not  definite.

“field ~ of --human' relations. :

= twmed in-a’ m aaner- similar:to’a: web of k4
d 3 : - society there are no elements, no periodic:

activities contribute toward the develop-
ment of a contented and philosophical
individual, and  this development has
profound effects upon improving mental,
and in turn, physical health, as well as
improving social relationships. In this-
way, the cultural, the physical and the
social - activities of the curriculum are
mutually beneficial to the child. Without
this: significant  fact -about- the - interde-
the ...various curricular
activiiies, . there  would be little or .no
basis - for the different degrees of cor-

. relation and integration” which may be

achieved through activity work. -On the
other hand, for clarity of our pedagogi-

“cal thmkmg, we may accept, as has been

suggested five aspects:of the curriculum;

#Of - these ~divisions, - the one dealmg
mth human .- relationships. ~or .- social
studies presents a very challenging front
to the teacher. ~This ‘is one of the most
unsatisfactory ° parts - of ' the - curriculum,
Generally, authorities ~on  the . social
studies -‘are ‘poles - apart’ in regard to

- selection :and ~arrangement ‘of " factual

materials. - There ‘are many reasons - for
this unfortunate’ state of affairs. - . i
‘First, the nature of the social studxes,
in"contrast to most of the other curricu-
‘Thereare -
no -exact ‘equations .or: formalae :in the
In human-

A
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tables, and no large strata of absolute
similarities to be found stretching across
communities, national boundaries, and
continents. On the centrary, the very
opposite of this exists, because mankind
is cluttered with innumerable customs
and mores, all rooted deeply in the
traditional past. The individual human
as the adjective implies is individual-
istic—there are no averages. On the
other hand, there is an important com-
mon factor in human relations which,
instead of solidifying conducts, tends to
increase the turmoil. This is the well-
known personal factor. Witness the
disagreements and conflicting theories of
the social scientists themselves; witness
the innumerable political, economic and
religious dogmas among the peoples—a
babble of tongues. Now this fluctuating
nature of society is not an evil; indeed,
it is the very essence of progress. The
point is that this complex nature of
society, about which the very scholars of
society — the social scientists — differ so
widely, makes for the schools, particu-
larly ‘the teachers of the social studies,
an extremely difficult task.

So difficult is this task that there is no
wide agreement on what constitute the
factual materials of the social “siudies,
or- on how :these materials - should be
organized.. There is no agreement, let it
be. :repeated, ~but widely divergent
opinions. These opinions range all the
way from loose ultra-progressive catch-
at-the-moment  forms of presentation
(certainly  not. organization) to tradi-
tional iron-clad .subject organization with

.tke proper submissive kowtows to the
%aiise ‘of history.,  More research and ex-

perimentation - has: been  performed. on

- this vital problem - in - the ‘United - States .

than anywhere else in thd: world.. Yet,
today, - there -is as much,:if not more,

- disagreement -than - ever -before; and . no

solution - appears .to. be.in.sight... This
was-the general:theme touched ‘on again
and-again at the’ Fall: Convention -(1939)
in .Kansas City: of the National Council

- ~'for. the-Social:Studies.: - This: divergence
.=+ is particularly noticeable in the Council’s
2 special bulletin, The Future of the Social

Studies, which contains fifteen separate
curricular outlines:for-the social . studies
from" Grades:I to XII, inclusive. These
outlines represent - the-ideas of  the lead--
ing authorities in the United States, such

i+ as Howard R. Anderson, Roy. W, Hatch,
- Mary G. Kelty,-A;.C. Krey, L. C..Mar--

-7 .shall, - Harold : Rugg, and Howard E,
" Wilson. It “would : therefore :appear,  if

orie: may. take. the - liberty -of - .using a’

rather outworn expression, that the only
certain thing about the social studies is
uncertainty. Thus, it may well be that
in the future teachers will have to face
revision after revision in the social
studies programmes, Here is one aspect
of the challenge for which we teachers
of the social studies should keep our-
sclves in readiness.

Second, it follows from the complex-
ity and disagreement over the nature,
that the evaluation of the social studies
outcomes will be difficult. Unless it be
knowledge and certain skills, there is
nothing else among the outcomes which
lends itself to concrete measurement.
Attitudes or so-called social sensitivity,
and appreciations cannot be immediately
measured at the present stage of educa-
tional research., This uncertainty in
evaluation is no justification for over-
emphasizing facts, so often resulting in
recall which 1s not purposeful.

Third, and a very vital difficulty, is
the influence of the social scientist upon
the social studies. Before this part of
the challenge is elaborated, terms should
be made clear. Social sciences are the
products of scholarly specialists in social
relations. Social studies are the school’s
selective application of the social sciences
for the purpose of developing children
into sound citizens. - This distinction is
not universally accepted, but the present
writer prefers it, Now the school has
and - ‘always will have to shape the
factual materials from the findings of
the social scientizt. This has resulted in
advantages and in disadvantages to the
school,

The school is-indebted to the social
scientist for at least two great contribu-
tions. - They -are the factual -materials
which must necessarily be used in in-
struction, and the scientific method as
applied in-investigation and in thought.
One of the school’s primary duties is to
teach how to think, but-in order to think
there must be something to think about.
The social scientist, through labourous .
work, supplies -the ~necessary - materials
about which to think. . Furthermore, his
method of obtaining - these -materials - is
applicable to" the school situation. To
inculcate in the pupils habits of search-"
ing - for: the truth, of rational thinking;
is one -of - the great . objectives - of - the

= social studies, - -

A-‘profound ' disadvantage, however,
has resulted -from the use of. the factual .
materials’ in the school. Because of the
comparative slowness-of applying educa- -
tional - science. “-and - psychology, -~ the -
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schoolmen of the past were forced to
transfer without much selection, the
social scientist's logical arrangement of
materials to the schoo! curriculum. This
arrangement or organization was quite
logxcal for mature students in the lngher
institutions of learning, but it was quite
illogical for the younger pupils ol the
public schools. The school’s objectives
- revolve around the development of ordi-
nary well-balanced citizens, and not the
training of specialists in the social
sciences. It follows, therefore, that the
school’s organization of the social
SC]CﬂCCS must be founded upon the find-
ings of psychology, and hence must be
a psycholugical organization. Not only
must the arrangement be: psychological,
but also the teaching. This demands the
use of much concrete and purposeful
activity with increasing emphasis - from
higher to lower grade levels. Thus in
the school the psychological organization
and teaching of the social sciences is
actually logical. In this manner, social
sciences become social studies, a term
which was not officially recognized until
1916. This recency of recognition sug-
gests  that logu:al arrangements and
teachmg practices may still exert in-
fluence in the schools. In Canada some
of our programmes of “studies betray
the traditional hand. ‘Only by courtesy
may some of these ‘“courses” be called

“programmes”. The so-called logical
influence may also be seen in some of
our textbooks and reference books; and
sometimes in teachers themselves.

This logical science concept is difficult
to break, Teachers, as a result of years
of training under other subject or so-
called logically minded teachers both at
public schools and at universities, have
naturally huilt habits which only good
teacher training and often ycars of pro-
fessional experience can change. During
this transitory period old habits have to
be broken and new ones built, a process
which takes time. Most of us know this
from personal experience. The success-
ful completion of this transition consti-
tutes another challenge to us teachers of
the social studies.

The teachers of the social studies are,
therefore, faced with some challenging
problems. Those mentioned in this article
may be summed up as curricular and
evaluator difficulties evolving from the
complex nature of the social studies, and
teaching difficulties, which arise from
the prevailing, if dechmng, influence of
the logical social sciences. Another
problem, which space prohibits from
commenting upon at the present time, is
that of achieving some degree of cor-
relation of the social studies with other
portions of the curriculum.

Science and Politics
By DonaLp CocHRANE, Ocean Falls

SALT is made of chiorine and  sodium.
Chlorine is - a poisonous ‘gas; sodium
_is.:a_ metal which, when: placed. in the

mouth, turns into lye, and produces the .

most fnghtful burns,: which™ have ‘been
~"known to cause ‘death. ‘Any doctor will
agree: that salt can be eaten in sufficient
quantity to cause death, and ‘many have
warned- :patients - (wnth high - blood-
. pressure) to.eat less salt,  Salt is used
.”as:a preservative with meat simply. be-
“cauge nothing “can’ live in.a:strong salt
-solution. - From : this ' we conclude "that

“salt'is ‘a' dangerous luxury, which ought

to:be “severely taxed, |f not altogethcr
“prohibited. ;-7
“-“All the prem:ses are. correct but ‘the
logical conclusion is’ nonsense: ‘what | ‘my

.. old ienemy,” Euclid, = called ~ reductio ad
- ab.mrdum But. this is about on the level:
of .riost of. the: pohtxcal ‘and economic -

'argument :that we hear’in these days, or
' evenr. read ' in: comparatively- réspectable
- publications;” One or two facts, or near-

facts, are torn from  their foundatnons
and dilated by the injection of hot air to

a size that hides the rest of the universe,

Sometlmes the facts are real, sometimes

- the reasoning--is " even 10g1ca1 but the

results are often-just as absurd. Logic

has its  uses for dealing with imagina--
tions: and - unrealities, but the only satis-

factory “way to deal with facts is to
approach them with the scientific state

-of mind, ‘and treat them as parts of an_
'undmded whole :

. .¢This. is.our. excuse for teachmg’
“science: - those who _ have _minds - can

acquire the = scientific “viewpoint, and

those "who are willing . to do " so can’
transfer -this -training -to fields where it

may do them some good, we hope.

Chémistry’ has’; two': lessons  for - thé:

citizen. who “wants “to know - something

about * politics ‘and "thus distinguishes’
himself - from the  common - herd, - who..-.
only ‘want reasons_.for votmg for their:
own party, The great one is pthh-

L et
e

7
7




[ TR P

L

R

tariffs. oo :
. So much: ‘for chemistry; the great
.lesson .zof:: physics- is that . every rule
<works : botli - 'ways—action - and - reaction -
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riunt: no action is absolutely perfect and
complete, no statement entirely true, no
conclusion valid until checked by plenty
of experiments, On the other hang,
most actions take place to some extent,
most popular beliefs have some slight
hasis of fact, and most conclusions are
worth trying out on a small scale. The
voter who understands this will never be
quite sure that his own party is all right
and the other one all wrong, nor will he
assert that his own leader is honest and
the other one crooked. He will know
that all governments are more or less
inefficient and corrupt, because the
people like them that way. He will
understand that the only way to get
better government is to get better citi-
zens, and that the first step is to_become
a better citizen himself: to join his
political association and see what goes on
there. He. will not take the glowing
promises of any “new social order” at
their face value, knowing that every
experiment. has its percentage of fail-
ures, He will not be allured by the idea
of  “national government”, because he
knows that the only advantage of
democracy is -the mobile ' equilibrium
between ~ Government ‘and ~ Opposition,
and a really successful “national govern-
ment” “would be a totalitarian” dictator-
ship. o :

_The second lesson is that compounds
are different from mixtures.  Whoever
understands this will be careful not to
condemn " capitalism - until - he has separ-
ated its  effects - from. those of the
anachronisms- he finds it combined with

—feudal -ideas ~about --land - ownership,

and Stone ‘Age ‘ideas about. gold money.
In the same: way. he will separate the
effects of ' machine -improvements .and
education - from . those - of - protective

are : equal;; hoever -understands ' th

makes it richer. This is very hard doc-
trine for those who have not undergone
the discipline of physics, and the average
voter will have none of it at all. Gov-
ernments have to waste moncy in all
sorts of foolish ways, because the voters
want their money wasted. If the phy-
sicist goes into politics, he can do some-
thing to reduce the most flagrant forms
of waste. He may be only one, but the
Law of Buoyancy will force him to the
top, and the Law of Inverse Squares
will provide him with more influence
than a thousand men who stay away
from their political organizations. While
studying about action and reaction, he
may observe the balance between sol-
dier’'s wages and stay-at-home wages,
and deduce that conscription will never
be necessary if the soldiers are properly
paid and decently treated; only a gov-
ernment too mean to pay its soldiers a
living wage will have to resort to com-
pulsory service.

Biology’s lesson is a grim one, and
most people will not learn it. The great
dead nations of the past did not learn it
either: that is why they are dead. This
is the lesson: there has been no progress
except through competition, struggle for
existence, survival of the fittest and non-
survival of the unfit. At present our
biological practice - is “the opposite of
this. - We encourage the unfit to breed
as fast as possible, at the expense of

‘the fit. Hard-working, intelligent citi-

zens have small families or none, while
the birth-rate of families on relief is
filling -~ the country with second-class
material. - And . ail the - well-meaning
social reformers ~ (excellent, ~lovable,
self-sacrificing people, who don’t believe
in - biology) ~want to. make it more so.
They want to do away with the struggle
for ‘existence, help everybody to survive,
make ‘British “Columbia 2" paradise—and

let*the human stock run down until the :

Japanese ~ come and ‘take ‘the place

. from us.:*
will “see that. we cannot “spend’ ourselves:
... otit’ of the depression”. Any  unprofitable
-‘expenditure anywhere :makes . the. world
“poorer, ‘and ‘any: profitable: expenditure, .
" or wise “refraining  from - 'expenditure,

.. Biology’s . answer. to the problem _is

clear .to the student, but may not be.

mentioned here: someone. who does not

believe in biology might - read it and
be shocked. o . ,
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Children Become What Teachers Are

By WALTER ABROSIMOFF, Crescent Valley, B.C.

“ #NHARACTER, therefore,” states the

new Programme of Studies, “may
be said to be the main objective of edu-
cation. The school and its curriculum
should be organized to achieve this end.”
Knowledge has its place but not at the
expense of right habits, right skills, right
interests and appreciations, right attitudes,
and right ideals.

In order to achieve these aims we must
always have clearly in mind what we
teachers ought to be. In the same
volume, under the heading of “The
Teacher,” we read: “Throughout all
types of school the character of the
teacher is of fundamental ‘importance.
Of all the educative forces within the
school, the personal influence of the
teacher is the most potent in its effect.
The good teacher mnust have many quali-
fications—the capacity for growth, a
broad and well-matured conception of
education, a thorough command of sub-
ject-matter, a mastery of the principles
of teaching (including foundations in
psychology and sociology), an under-
standing of the economic and social
structure of the modern world, a whole-
some and likeable personality, apprecia-
tion of aesthetic values, tact, kindliness,
and. high ideals, “He should . be himself
what he would have his pupils become,”

Truly a high ideal to -attain, but if
we: wish ‘to_achieve our. primary. objec-

 Grade IX AGe@méhjy_

tive, character, and if we value the true,
the good, and the beautiful of our cul-
ture and want to preserve it and pass it
{)u to future generations, we can be no
ess.

Our new report cards bring us an-
other step closer to the realization of
this objective. These repc:t cards bring
to the fore the fine principles that we
are trying to promote in the youngsters.
They nelp to draw out _from the pupil
the best and the most that is in him and
at the same iime do not embharrass and
discourage him by emphasizing his in-
nate shortcomings and weaknesses, Do
we, as teachers, strive and see that we
ourselves are up to our best in the same
habits and attitudes?

Let our inner qualities of generousness,
fearlessness, love, benevolence, capability,
cheerfulness, happiness, joviality, secur-
ity, harmony and unity become our outer
manifestations so that there will be no
place for the opposites, the’ destructive
expressions, selfishness, fearfulness,
hatred, -jealousy, insufficiency, despon-
dency, blues, gloom, fricticn, loneliness,

insecurity and littleness, And as we from

day to day, teach and learn, give and
take, - the young -gencration under our
care will grow up to be a fine lot of
men and women ready to take their places
in this world and make a better job oi
its work than those who are at it now.
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Something Different for School Sports Day

By S. J. Bryanw, Lord Nelson School, Vancouver.

THE running of ordinary flat races
on School Sports Day usually pro-
vides a great deal of fun for the bril-
liant runners, but leaves the majority of
the pupils “out of it”. The following
plan offers an opportunity for all to
take part; ¢/l have fun and all to share
in the glory; enthusiasm and interest are
maintained throughout the meeting; and
the winners (all 60 or 120 of them) have
their photo taken to hang in the ‘school
as a permanent record of their success,

~the sprint teams wearing the colours and

having the place of honour in the front
of the group.

The plan has been tried over a number
of years and has proved all that the
writer claims for it. It is conducted on
the same basis-as the Empire Sports
meet, the last of which took place at
Sydney, Australia, in 1936. For the sake

.of giving it a name, we call it the “Junior
Empire Sports Festival”. -

The  primary . classes - (eight-grade

7 schools  will" include Grades I, II and

TII'in this' group) have a miscellaneous

- sports-programas.a preliminary.

This - gives the little ones -their géod
time. Then the rest of the school repre-

sents the various members of the British'

Commonwealth. Let -us: take a_six-grade

“elementary school .as ar example, although-
~the plan_has been worked just as well

“in- an: eight-grade school, " . 7.
".;2: The ‘senior; grade: represents' the senior ~

member;:of: ‘the: Commonwealth—Great

- Britdin;~and ‘wears-: the - athletic ‘colours-
.- ~that: Great:Britain's representatives wore
" at the, last Empire Meet, blue with a:red
<. rose:on’the chest. The next. in order.of
© seniotity *is Grade  V-—Canada—with' a
© red running-vest with a: white maple leaf.
7 Grade IV - takes -the :part- of - Australia;

:white. with'.an" orangé-coloured s map. of

-Australia® on’.the chest; Grade: III -is- =
:New ' Zealand,, blackwith-a “white. fern’
leaf;-'and- the ~colours. of - the: youngest

dominion,”:South - Africa, green :with- a

yellow springbok,: are borne by.Grade:IL..

“The running.:“vests” " are ‘easily. made’
ofcasementcloth, the badges -being - cut”
iromi:colouired- felt.They cost little and
last:for ‘many -years.: Space “forbids  de- -
‘tailed ‘directions: for- the ‘making of - them"
but’ the:-writer <will . be pleased to.send

stru
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-~ persuaded to go into another race. The

This gives an opportunity for all to take
part who so desire. A program of the
different races is given to the teachers
of each class and the children write their
names against the one they wish to run
in. As all of the races provide a straight
run, the extra “sprinters” are easily
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object ‘is to have a’team of 4 or 6 or 8

ence ‘shows’ are best ‘placed-last on the. .-

(according to_the size of the school) to .- -
-..run for each country in each race. With
the exception of the sprints, which experi-.""
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program, all races are run on the relay
play, shuttle fashion. This simplifies the
marking out of the race track. Mark out
a five-lane course: Canada, 66 yards;
South Africa, 55 yards; Britain, 68 yards;
New Zealand 60 yards; Austraha, 63
vards; in that order side by side.

In all relay races the teams start level,
but as the total distance run by the South
African team is yards less than the
others, the distances mentioned above
have proved to be quite reasonably satis-
factory. In the sprint races each
country has one runner in cach of the
separate races, and each runner starts
from the “jagged” end of the track and
finishes at the level line which {vas the
starting point for all the relay. races.

Points are scored for each race as
follows: 3 for first place, 2 for second,
and one for third. A large blackboard set
up on a high step-ladder is used to
record the scores, the totals of which
vary from time to time as the program
proceeds. At this. school last year the
progressive totals read thus:

End of fifth
Race Twelfth - End

18 36 44
Canada ........ 23 31 32
Australia ...
New Zealand

6 18 .23
72 37

18 39 47

With the same handicaps the winners
in the previous year were the South
Africans with a total of 45, New Zealand
being the runner-up with  32; while
Grei:r Britain won in 1937 with 41 points
against Canada’s 40, the last sprint of the
day deciding the winning team.

Here is a list of races that have proved
popular and which give variety for the
runners and the always-enthusiastic andi-
ence:

Beanbag Race.

Sack Race.

Scooter Race.

Obstacle Race.

Three-leg Race.

Skipping Race.

. Running-relay Race.

Sprints (there were eight of these).

Each dominion has a team of boys and
a team ol girls to run in each of the
above, so that each “country” has a total
number of 64 runners if teams are made
up of fours; more, of course, il the
teams are enlarged.

The writer feels that he has made but
a poor job of describing a really good
scheme for the enjoyment of the many
rather than the few, but he would be
happy to furnish full working plans to
anyhteacher who would like to experiment
with it

ENP BN

South -Africa

Phomcs
By HLLLN S. DaiLky, North Ward School, Nanaima, B. C

T the last Conventioti of the British
Columbia: Teachers’ = Federation,
held in Vancouver in March, the follow-
ing - resolution - (No, 48) ‘was: presented
from " the Okanagan Valley Teachers
Conventxon, 1939::
:-:“Resolved that the " Curriculum Re-

. vision. Committee be: requestcd to.amend- "

“the: Course of: Study. so'that more. phomcs

7 "'fbe taught in'Grades: T to IV inclusive”.-
- Since:I' had. the responsibility of rcvxs-

" “ing ‘the ‘course.in Reading for Grades I

sz to IIL T offer ” the ollowing: article. in-
<. the hope that we:may continue to - test
=" the tentative curriculum -in-the: light of :

our expenence with the former pro-

gramme - in_Reading. and - continue ' to -

','endeavour to-'steer: a  middle ‘course be-
tween the “traditional - and = so-called

to. page: ;143 of ‘Balletin I and also .to
“page 154 of Bulletin 1. The list on page
‘154 ©‘was > compiled _as._the “result

Vogel and at the time ‘of the pubhcatxon

;,actmty :programmes. I call ‘attention -

of .
‘vesearch- conducted: by - Washburne - and:

of the new Course of Studyin Bdti511

Columbia .was the latest .authentic list.
.In considering phonics for:Grade IV, we
conclude -that the: pupils have :a fair
- mastery of the ‘mechanics of reading and
consequently ' limit our: phonetic teaching
to those pupils’in- Grate IV and beyond
-who are-in-need of . remedial work :and

we_then . provxde for mdxvxdual dif-

,ferences. ‘
12 The term “phomcs has caused a great
deal:~of - .ccntroversy -:among Primary

- Grade: teachers‘and at’ the: present time

«is subjected to the same degree of bandy-
-ing-as the word ¢ actw:ty ~This should
‘not be the case: since’ phomcs have ‘been
-used_ successfully as an aid.in the teach-
_ing of . reading and ‘therefore_their place
-in our. composite of methods of teaching
.reading’:should: have - been - established
-when" the .use . of the alphabetic - method

“was discontinued. There has been:much~ - .

experimental -work and ‘research in ithe . -
field of reading. This ‘type of study will = .-
be: contmued in the future and as long

e
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as education lasts. The difficulty has
arisen, especially in the last two decades,
that we have learned of these experiments
but in some cases- have attached little or
1o meaning to the motive in the conduct-
ing and evaluating of these experiments.

One experiment, which was reviewed
in the Elementary School Journal, June,
1937, showed that in comparable groups,
the teaching of phonics aided and im-
proved word-recognition in .one group,
while the absence of the teaching of
phonics in the other aided and improved
comprehension. Does it not seem wise in
our school system to study the needs of
: our pupils and strike a happy medium?

It would seem evident that we should

retain that which has proved worthwhile

and absorb with caution, careful study
and assurarnce of proof of its worth, that
which is, in some educational centres,

only in the nature of an experiment. I

was told, two years ago, by 2 member of

the San Francxsco teaching staff that any
teacher- using phonics. in. the anary

Grades was in fear of losing her position.

‘Does’ ‘that .mean that we, in British

-.Columbia, should have discarded the use
~of-phonics? -We feel _for reasons. best

known to those teachers who ‘did- discon-

tinue ‘the use of phonics in the teaching
of Primary reading, -that they had been
misguided by hearsay rathér than by the
results of successful experiments.
“ Phonics - have -been -used,” to - some
degree, by those who have studied read-
ing methods—I say, to.some degree, and
this, I~ feel,is-the point of the years of
" discussion of phonics: and T venture to
explain my vu:wpomt, ;
To my  mind,” there is “much
- abott ‘nothing”.  The questxons are not:
“.Should -we  teach: phonics?” . and “How
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. ““Does the course in reading prov1de for
< the: teaching'*of - ‘phonics 2,

been agreed, +generally, that’
- teaching - is “: necessary, . more: necessary
: perhaps in Grades IT: and IIT- than in
Grade 1

ntcrested in’ analyzmg words, rather are

“theyinterested in building a sight vocab-

“phonetic

-at:tod early a-date to ‘tear these words
- - Later,-in”Grades-1I'and ‘I1J,

words;’:; listening +to new;:sotinds -
dlscovermg little words in_big-words. -

teachingin | Grade:l, but

ado_
much phonics~ should - we teach?”, .or

but . rather:
“ “How. should we teach phonics?” It has

‘intrinsic method.
“Children in Grade I are not

‘ulary ‘and’it-would: be- harmful to ‘start
e “th chlldren actually enjoy analyzing new -

and :

m:not advocatmg “the- neglectmgr 3[ a

Junior. The methods employed in word-
study when first introducing printed sym-
bols have the greatest bearing on later
results. Children recognize a word in
three ways:

(1) With the help of memory of the

story;

(2) With the help of th~ context;

(3) With the help of the appearance

of the word.

In addition, they may need to start
sounding, but usually only partial sound-
ing is necessary. Therefore we limit
phonetic teaching in the early months of
Grade 1 to drawing attention, continually.
o the tnitial sounds in order to form the
link between two words as the child
reads o, We have the first three grades
in which to teach the mechanics of read-
ing and since learning how to get new
words is a mechanical procedure, it is
desirable to allow the children to enjoy
the development of this skill in an in-
formal way rather than through mechan-
ical drills. Dolch says that the separate
phonic lesson is very likely to teach skills
which are not used in reading and very
likely to- fail to teach those which are
used.

Whatever phonetxc ablhty develops,

- develops in Grade I.  Some children need
-little or no phonetic teaching in the

latter part of Grade I because they have
worked out their own systems of “word-

:recognition”. These are the “good read-
“ers”, possibly three-quarters of the class,
‘and yet additional training in phonics
‘improves: their speed-in reading. *On the
-other. hand, the remainder of the class

needs constant training in *“word-recog-
nition”, not always phonics. It has been
plioven expenmentally that: " .“Phonic
Readiness” develops after” '“Readmg :
Readiness” and in some cases a long time

“after; in some cases, never.

Most of: the “work " in: phonograms
comes:in Grade 1 Senior. -This consti-
tutes blending on the central sound, which
is known as -inductive -teaching . or “the
It simply means the
collecting™ - of -~ words: commori.to" the
vocabulary of the reader in hand and the
grouping- of “ these  words, - for -the" pur-

rpose: of finding out new words that con-

tain. similar: parts.... The .old. . method
employed was the- sounding of separate
letters-and it is a tribute to the children's

fmtellxgence that'they did as well as"they
-did‘in thé.past, ‘when blending separate
- letters. -
- actually gives the word without distortion. .
- Yes, -

'v‘for ﬂuent readmg demands an mdepen—

Blending ‘on' the central :-'vowel

Do ‘we- need ‘to -teach - phonics ?
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dence in word-recognition. Adults use
phonics. We syllabicate and that is using
phonics. .

We must bear in mind that we are
teaching phonics through reading, not
reading through phonics.. The time allot-
ment for reading includes the time for
the teaching of phonics. In drawing up
the course of study for reading it seemed
advisable, after the harm wrought by the
inclusion of a phonic list to be taught in
Grade I in the former Course of Study,
to exclude a formal list from the new
course and to advise teachers to use the
Manuals of readers in hand as a guide to
the teaching of phonics.

The Anglican
Theological
College

on the University Campus

. offers board and residence
during the University Sum-
mer School to all members of
the school.

Rates on application to

THE REGISTRAR

7 6'050‘ Chancellor Boulevard

890 1940
“Jubilee of Se¢condary Education
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Names. of al[;??:{drher.pupilsr of
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WHEN YOU GO

EAST on the
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ROLLER BEARINGS
—smooth, silent riding.
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—De luxe Pullman cars
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.Canadian . and . ‘United : States - points.

“Tickets to Canadian destinations are pay-
able in: Canadian funds...

Letus help plan your vacation trip

° 'E. C. Chapman, Travel Agent _ -
793 Granville St.,. Vancouver
s/ - Phone: Seymour 4611 -
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Colonel Query s Department

“THE BUMBLE BEE PRINCE”
AND OTHER TOPICS
ROM the pen of “A. Liberal” comes

this month’s interesting contribution
to our discussions of recent months—

" .progressivism versus conservatism, as he
“'states it. Comment on his letter -would

be largely superfluous as the writer has
adequately presented his story. Thank
you, “A. Liberal”, for this practical let-
ter and application of the community
school idea.

Yes, Mr. “A, Liberal”, I do intend to
“clear the decks” of outstanding ques-
tions—and in the June issue of The B. C.
Teacher. Before I do so, 1 shall be happy
to hear further from any teachers who
wish to: comment on report cards, the
community school, high school Latin, the
four-year high school course, or any
other phase of our general toplc of recent
months.~ -

Apparently lugh school - teachers are

. 'not as arficulate as our elementary

teachers. I would like to hear from them,
however, on what they think “of the

~posers-advanced:by-“One of the Liberal-"

Conservatives” of our high schools last

~month? They were:

(1) -Ts--the present. - four-year . high

2 school coutrse as- heavil 3’ weighted as the

- former-three year one?

" task of completing“units” of ‘'work with-
“in the time at your, dxsposal a task which -

Do you find the

.challenges - ~your - ingenuity ~and " defies
many’ of - the avcrage studente m your

‘classes?-*

~(2) Is ‘the" hlgh school graduate thll
his ‘patchwork: coat .of. practical ‘subjects
better:: fitted : to~ meet . the demands -of

= society than his. predecessor nurtured 'in
- the - rigorous atmosphere of - classical
*studxes? N : :
:In: the meant:me. here is Mr “A be-'

eral s letter' :

.- times, =

Vancouver, B.C.,
April 21st, 1930.

Dear Colonel Query:

1 have Leen reading your column dur-
ing recent months and observe that you
have been talking around and through
that controversy — progressivism versus
conservatism—in school administration.
At_the school where I teach, the staff
has been interested in several points of
view expressed, and we have had some
lively lunchroom debates over Col.
Query's column. It may interest you to
know that about half of us appear to
be liberals, as many are conservatives,
and one member (she's getting married
in July) is deﬁnite]y indifferent.

However, assuming that in your dicta-
torial discretion (I note you are a
Colonel) you will finally sum up and
close the present discussions, 1 wish to
add something. Your presentation of
“The Community School” was very in-
teresting, and of it I suggest 2. fine
example. In Vancouver, during’ rearly
April, its functioning was amply e).emph-
fied in a child’s opera, the “Bumble Bee
Prince”, Incidentally, "most schools,
probably unconsciously, accepted the
plnlosophy of the community school in
this instance.

The Vancouver  School - Board, the
Kiwanis Club and the Junior League of
Vancouver decided to produce an opera
of the Junior Programmes Incorporated
for = Vancouver . school children. The
schools then organized to make the mos:
of the opportunity. Beginning in March,
many. teachers taught the general funda-
mentals of operas to their music classes.
Later, assisted by excerpts of music from
the  “Bumble "Bee: Prince’ "arranged by
the. Vancouver Supervisor = of -Music,

- aided by literature regarding the author

and the composer of ‘the opera and by
lecturers. from the- Junior. League,-who,
I ‘am -told, visited some - forty - schools
wnth gramophone records. to explain the
music- and - story, teachers were able to

“give their students a well-developed tack-:
- ground- of “the opera. “Their study was

climaxed by going- to-see - and hear-the
real opera, “the  “Bumble  Bee ‘- Prince",
sung --by-. really. - talented professxonal
artists.” -

With - their- preparation - of prevxouS'
study, and - after- hearing - excellent: per-
formances,  the - pupils responded . with
enthusiasm; recalling” the actors. several
Moreover, _the  children - gave
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THE B.C.TEACHER

Our Rural Teachers’ Question Box

(Correspondence intended for this departinent should be addressed to
D. G. Morkison, Port Coquitlam)

LTHOUGH there have as yet been
no answers forthcoming for the
questions left unanswered in the March
issue, there seems to be a very full Ques-
tion Box. As a result, the shortest of
introductions must suffice—merely a note
of appreciation for your interest and
co-operation. The staff has been enlarged
and now includes Miss Kate Scanlon,
Vancouver; Mr. A. C. Vogee, Sidney,
and Miss L. McAlister, McBride. These
three will he pleased to receive informa-
tion, questions, or articles pertaining to
rural education, and will assist in editing
them. Volunteers are needed for this
work at the summer schools. Can you
assist either at U. B. C. or Victoria?
QuestioN: Please tell me something
about this new Rural Teachers’ Associa-
tion; What is it and how does it plan
to assist the teachers?
ANswer: Miss Christine MacNab, sec-
retary of the Rural Teachers’ Associa-
tion, sends the following information.

The Rural Teachers’ Association
At the B.C.T.F. Convention there was

“organized. the Rural Teachers’ Associa-

tion, composed of Elementary and Sec-
ondary teacners. For the purposes of this
organization the word *“rural” teacher
may mean: ’

unusually good attention throughout, on
which they were highly complimented by
the actors-after each performance. Un-
doubtedly, *the_children who' engaged: in

_the pre—study and heard the opera really
" participated in it

I am- sure the puplls leamed something.
about - operas through this* partxctpatlon

At least.in“ourschool, ‘our music classes -

.discussed : the . opera afterwards. True,
- schools™ generally sent “their - musically-
inclined - puplls——m fact' four ‘went"from
_-our 'school “at" ouir “expense, From a" ‘eul-
_--tural point. of - view it.was very evident,
% however, -that the 'pupils really learned
"7 about this. opera, and hence the produc-"

- tion® of - the - “Bumble Bee Prince”  was
-worthwhile. . The children-who -attended

. ,certainly, lost - nothing - educationally by -

missing: “their. arithmetic- and" spe]lin‘g

lessons. to. attend its' production,

= “Yours truly,

B menf" o

(1) Any teacher employed in a district
classified as rural in.the annual re-
port of the Department of Educa-
tion.

(2) Any teacher employed in a district
classified as a rural municipality as
defined in the annual report of the
Department of Education, and who
feels his problems are predominant-
ly rural in nature rather than urban.

(3) Any_ teacher employed in a school
classified as a city schoal in the De-
partment of Education’s report, and
who feels his problems are predomi-
nantly rural rather than urban.

The general objectives of this associa-
tion are as follows:

(1) The good and welfare of all teachers
who have problems which they feel
are predominantly those of a rural
teacher as in the. definition of a
“rural teacher”.

(2) The fullest possible advancement of
rural education.

(3) The formulation of policy in mat-
ters common to all rural teachers as
defined.

(4) The professional growth. and ad-
vancement of all members.

The speclﬁc objectives of this rural
organization are as follows:

(1) The question of salaries.

(2) Organization. prior to Conventions.

(3). The question of the distribution of
‘information of executive activities.

(4), The use of The B.C. Teacher maga-

~zine for dissemination of problems.

All teachers_ in the province who feel
that they are in a rural category already
defined are- urged to give their support,

assistance, criticisms and suggestions ta.
the  Rural - Teachers’ - Association.  They *:

may.-write to-the magazine through Mr.
D. Morrison, Rural “Editor; to the
Chairman of the Association, Mr. E. R.
G. Kichardson, Comox, V.I.; or to the
-secretary,” Miss: Christine 'F.: M McNab,
Royal Oak P. O, Saamch The latter

would . be pleased: to receive the names

and addresses of all those who attended
the meetings for rural orgamzatlons at
the Convention, '

“QUESTION: There ‘are many teachers
like myself who know nothing of the

--set-up -of ‘the B.C.T.F., and -are useless
at g’ convention 'because” of " this_ignor--
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ance. Will vou give us a clear picture
through yov+ columns?

ANSWER: Mr. Vogee is preparing an
answer for this question. Look for his
description of the set-up; it will appear
in the June issue.

Question: How can [ find the time
to teach what I am supposed to, in a
one-room) High School?

Answal: Mr. Margison's excellent
article in tne March issue (pp. 368-9) on
“Training pupils to work independently”
should be of assistance. Another sugges-
tion comes from Mr. Thomas Jackson,
of Fert Fraser.

Rotation of Courses in a Rural
High School

In the interests of efficiency many
teachers of one-room High Schools teach
only two Health courses a year—the final
course, Health VI, and one of Health
IIT, IV or V. Each intermediate course
is taught once every three years; the final
course is taught only to those who have
completed all other courses. This prin-
ciple might well be applied to other
subjects. :

By rotation” of courses,” English can
be taught more satisfactorily. For ex-
ample, - English 'V offers one - of four
Shakespeare plays. To .read a play with
three or four pupils in Grade XI is a
heartbreaking experience. To dramatize a
play with all the pupils below Grade XII
can be-an educational achievement. The
"objection ‘that -a --pupil,: entering- High
School when English V. is being taught,
will meet: Shakespeare in Grade iX and
riot again until Grade XII may be over-

- come - by teaching one ‘of . the. optional .

‘plays every-year, in each English course.

_% Each_ of the three books  of poetry

-authorized for study in-English- III;: IV,
-.and V.- contains: :poems - which may be

" studied with profit ‘by pupils in all the

- Grades, IX to :XI.: Surely: it does no*
‘matter .in: what order. they are:studied.

= The prose selections, except perhaps those
<.-in-A-Book of ModernProse, are also .’

suitable for study in any of these grades.
- Grade XTI+ pupils,” being : more - advarniced;

sshould ‘use .4 "Book. of -Modern Prose,

:Part I (authorized in English: V); for

additional - study.. -In composition, - the -
-authorized subject matter can -be covered ' -

: mthree one-year: courses, each complete
-in “itself,” the order qu .sequence - being

crimmaterial, s cc o e e
72 Now. that ‘the“required . Foreign- Lang-
<. uage,-Social-Studies and:General’ Science

- are - three-year.: subjects,  no -more= than-

-two .courses ::in > each'=subject -:need : be

Social Studies III deals with modern
nations and current events, and Social
Studies IV deals with Ancient and
Medieval History, it does not matter
which course a pupil studies first. Under
certain circumstances it may be advisable
for him to study Social Studies I'V before
Social Studies III. Likewise, with cer-
tain adjustments, the units authorized for
Science IIT and IV might be taken in
any order. To a pupil wishing to study
Physics or Chemistry or Biology I in
Grade XII, to complete Science V in
Grade XI would be an advantage. If this
necessitated taking Science IV before
Science III, there should be no objection
to that. Courses in Foreign Languuges
and Mathematics cannot be taken out
of their natural order.

The final course in an' subject should
be taught only to thosz pupils who have
completed all the other courses in that
subject. . oo

Below is given a suggested daily time-
table, for three years of the curriculum
leading to University Entrance. It will
be noted that a pupil in any ‘grade and
taking the:normal twenty-eight units can
make his own time-table .to fit the sub-
jects offered, and that he.can obtain one
study period daily. No period-has been
-assigned to Guidance, ' as, in“"a small
school each pupil can be given individual
direction' when the need and opportunity
arices. o
Period YEAR'1

English 'V, VI, = -

. Health IV, VI. or Phys. Ed.
* Language 1, II1.7

Maths. ITI-VI.

Soc. St IV, V.~

Geography ‘11, optional.
“Science. III,. V. - . .~

YEAR 2 -

English IV, VI,

N4 LN

Nl

Language I, II.
Maths. ITI-VI.

- So¢:- St IIT, -V, .
Geography’ I, ‘osticnal,
Science IV, V.

- YEAR 3+

:English 111, VI, ° :

Nouiswn -

+.Language II, TII.

Maths,  JII-VL .-

Soc. St. IV, V. = - - .o
* Geography" II, optional,
. Science IIL, .V, . o
- This arrangement - of ‘courses allows
=~ the teacher to give almost .undivided at-

N OV o B

“{e

: taught:in:any-one-year::Moreover, since - tention 'to ~each - teaching “lesson. “In-no

« Health 111, VI, or Phys, Ed.

‘Health V, VI, or Phys, Bd,
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period except the fourth are there offered
more than two courses at the same time.

Since it is a violation of the high school
curriculum to take courses out of their
authorized sequence, proposed changes in
the arrangement of courses should be
submitted to the Department of Educa-
tion before being adopted by the teacher.
Within certain limits the Department
encourages adapting the Programme of
Studies to meet the particular needs of
a school.

Postmarks and Puppets

The following ' suggestions were re-
tl:?’civcd from Miss Helen Taylor, Golden,
.C.:

1. Postmarks saved in loose-leaf books
provide both pleasure and profitable
employment for the pupils, if the
pupils first locate the place in their
atlas and then arrange the postmarks
according to their location.

2. A marionette show of Pinocchio s
creating great interest among the
pupils. Making and dressing the
dolls, making the furniture, scenery
and the manipulating rods provides
fascinating seatwork. The best read-
ers in the .class will be the voices,
and the other pupils will be the
manipulators. Simple directions for

. making of marionettes, and plays for
production, may be found in Marion-
ettes (Flack), obtained from the
-Public Library Commission,

A SPRING LESSON
=By Miss  KATE Scanron
" These" are the days to go out for an

Nature -just hurrying“along. If ‘you are
in ‘a- fruit ‘growing  district ‘you. will be

~ amazed: at_all ‘the activities there. The
- farmer, what" of him?: The leavesand
.. the: flowers, ‘what of them? The leafbuds

“arc swelling and some of ‘the flowerbuds

- are already " in:full ‘blossom.  Notice- the

plants ‘whose colourful” blooms have out-

“stripped the leavés in the race.”Have you
- seen.:the :Daphne, the Japonica?. These
i plants” are’full Jof colour, while-scarcely”
-a’green:leaf is to be found. Why . did the
flower buds::hurry :'so™quickly along? "

“Why,” ‘they will tell you, “to.catch the

= sunshine before -the “leafbuds” have de-
s veloped to 'interfere’ with  us and . steal
= 'some-of the  sun's warmth.”. “Yes, we-
Care’ selfish,”’ said “the Cherry. blossoms
in~a’chorus, ““bat: we must lose no time.

informing - our :fruit—a week’ means a

‘before vacation comes.:

~hour to see and hear the many things in -

long: time . to -us,-.for :we ‘must  be plump .
and: full of colour, ready for the children:’
-That is a_happy.

time for them. Now you understand,”
said each blossom, “why we are selfish
in this race for the heat from the sun.”
Can’t you just picture yourselves, chil-
dren, in a Gordon Head cherry orchard,
or in a beautiful orchard in Vernon or
in Yale or along Kootenay Lake? Would
vou pick cherries or wouldn't you? Ask
the robins to decide for you.

Now we know the flower buds; but the
little leafbuds, although their work is not
so showy, are quite busy with their im-
portant work. Let us look at some of
them. Here is a Maple tree. Not far
away is a beautiful Horse Chestnut tree.
In a nearby garden we see a Lilac. Why
do we mention these? Possibly it is be-
cause, silently, like many other smaller
shrubs, their buds have been swelling
under our very eyes, but we are so full
of admiration for the blossoms that we
paid little attention .to the leafbuds. Now
they are bursting their outer coverings
and displaying to us how snugly they
have been wrapped up all winter, in
fact, since early in the Fall when they
were formed. Did you know they were -
on the twigs then? Let us examine a -
leafbud of the Maple tree -or Horse
Chestnut—treat each gently though, for
we may use them later on. Notice how
carefully each bud has been protected
by the wrapping, Of what material is
it made? Did it hold any secret in the
very centre? There is something precious
snuggled up there. Let us trv to find
it, but do not be rough with those tiny

-buds.

In the cold, cold days when Mother
wishes you to go out to enjoy' the snow,
she cozies you up in a warm cap with

-ears that ‘tie under -the chin, -and then

folds a scarf in such a way that it keeps
out the co_ld air, and maybe a coat to
shed the rain or the snow covers you right.

. up. In the same way the precious blossoms
(centre) “of the “Chestnut :or Maple

has a coat of “sheath Ieaves, gummed
down ‘very - carefully., . Look at your

_specimens and. count . those. sheath . leaves.

Peep farther in and find the tiny green
leaves, folded so carefully that no ugly
wrinkle will mar ‘the dress of the happy
one inside. :Like a beautiful butterfly, it
will ‘soon emerge from-its green protec-
tion and display its beauty in the warm
sunlight. ‘See::how' those -green leaflets
are.arranged on.the short stem.in.cach
of - the specimens. Now look at the warm
wrappings of the perfectly packed leaf-
lets; - What is-that material ?- The-Horse
Chestnut has a-heavier packing than you
find_on. the Maple. Has the Lilac any,
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furry wrapping like you see on the Maple
and Horse Chestnut bud?

Now you have discovered what the
centre really is. Are you not glad that
you have handled your specimens care-
fully? What will you do with them?
Will you put them in water and watch
them for a few days as I carefully keep
observing some of the Maple buds burst-
ing out in front of my window, or the
Snowball leaf buds with their centres
just trying to emerge into a white fluffy
ball to attract the notice of every passer-
by? Don't you think the leafbuds are
as interesting and as important as the
fruit buds? Watch both kinds very care-
fully during April and May. Indeed,
watch everything in Nature carefully,
for all the plants are busy and so are
the insects and animals. No lazybones
are allowed when Mother Nature is
around.

Quustions on the Spring Lesson:

Name three plants whose flower
buds open before the leaf buds.
Why did the flower buds hurry ‘so?
On what is it that both the flower
buds and the leaf buds depend?
Where has the sun been travelling
for the past few months?

‘Have you seen a Cherry limb in
blossom?

Why . does it look dlﬁerent a week
later?

Where on the limb will yourﬁnd the
ripened cherries?

Name and locate some Cherry dh-
tricts. in B, C.

Where are the markets to whlch this
- {ruit-is- shipped? --

What, might destroy the fruit in-a
. "Cherry district?

11, . Describe :or ‘make-a drawmg of bud

—

NS omoa wN

o e

e ]2 .or twig of Maple or Horsz Chestnut.

Write down ten new words you have
learned: from this lesson.

Completion of Miss Gildersleeve's
Article from Last Month

The B, C. Teacher offers its apologies
to Miss Nancy Gildersleeve and to those
who found their rcadmg of her article on
English History in Grade VII interrupted
in the middle of a sentence, owing to the
inadvertent omission of the closing sec-
tion of Miss Gilderslceve's contribution.
It should have read as follows:

Grade 7 British History
By Nancy GILDERSLEEVE

At some time before they had even
begun the subject, my Grade 7's had
decided that British History was “ter-
ribly hard.” They were afraid of it, so
of course when they did start it they
did rather poorly at it. Then, too, the
library was not well equipped, there was
a lack of interesting material on the
subject. The pupils were all very
interested in drawing and painting, how-
ever, 5o I decided to help them through
that medium,

A roll of brown wrapping papr'r and
some postcr paint was the eqiipment.
We cut strips of the paper 4'1/x1’ and
divided it into square feet, “vith a one-
inch strip left over. In' each square
the pupils depicted an outs'anding event
in their history. The first four pictures
showed. the natives of Britain, their
tools, the Druids, etc. When this group
was finished we tacked it on the wall.
The next four depicted Caesar’s visits
aad the coming of the Romans, When
it was finished it was joined to the first
by overlapping it and pasting it on the
left-over strip. Some of the most impor-
tant dates connected with .the depicted
incidents were put. in the upper right
hand corner.

The pupils enjoyed this very much.
Furthermore the..projcct  accomplished
its . purpose 'as dll projects should—by
mterestmg the pueils in the subject and
fixing the subject matter in their minds.

B ";:Jt.l’vl vacation.

: ADMINTQN BOATING,

'.or a hollday “On’ the bea.utlful Monwgue Harbour BEvery-

; BXCELLENT MEALS
t!er or phone BAy. 09987, .
: - JAOKSON, GALIANO

600D BEACH AND: BATHING

Furnished cottage for rent.
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HOUSES FOR RENT

POR RENT-—Iour-room bungalow, two
bedrooms, convenient to beaches -and
University. Available June 20 to Sa{)-
tembor 30. Seventy-five dollars. Apply
2608 Wost 13th Ave., Vancouver. Bay-
view 451BML,

The safe .and comfortable way
to travel. Listed here are six
samples of the ""Economy-
Round-Trip-Fares.”’
e ) Coach’ Class .
; i . 6-Months Return
Winnipeg  __..............$53.45

“iToronto il i . T78.75
CMontreal - 89.30
$4.40

65.00

- 89.30

For complete details, also intermediate
-and first class  fares, see your local
agent - or . write: G. Bruce Burpee,
G.P.A., C.P.R.  Station, Veancouvesr.

POR RENT—During July and August,
furnished; rental of $35.00 per month.
Detalls are as follows; Corner Colling-
wood and First Ave, few yards from
bench and three blocks from Jorlcho; 8
rooms, three upstalrs; telephone, refrig-
eration, sawdust burner In  kitchen.
Servico: I'uel, telephone, light free if
amount consumed does not exceed $7.00
per month. Apply 3475 W, 1st Ave,,
Vanoouver, B.0,

FOR BXORANGE—For August, good

house (3 bedrooms) in Kerrisdale, Van-
couver, 10 minutes from beach by car,
for house in Oak Bay to accommodate
family of four. References given either
in Vancouver or Victoria, 1876 West
45th, Vanoouver, B.0.

FOR RENT-—July and August. furnished
6-room house, bedrooms, automatic
hot water, grand piano, close to two
street cars, Address communlcations to
Mrs, B, Davies, 3506 W. 38th Ave., Van-
couver, B.C. )

FOR RENT—July and August, light,
alry furnished suite, suitable for two;
bath and shower, wood fireplace, frigid-
aire; within three minutes of Stanley
Park. Apply B. H. Salome Townsend,
Suite 8, 1860 Robgon Bt.

WILL RENT -— Furnished, at unfur-
nished rate, for July and August, or
longer, comfortable apartment; suitable
accommodation for three. Garage, elec-
tric stove, refrigerator, . grand piano,
radio, linen, china, etc. Suite 4, 3411 Oak
Bt., Vancouver, B.C. BAyview S8S878R

FoR BENT—July and August; 6-room

.bungalow in Dunbar. district; electric

stove and washing wachine: 3 blocks
from car; $30 a month.  Apply B. T,
Green, 38583 West 15th Ave., Vancouver.

FOR RENT--For July, a five-room bun-
galow. in-Vancouver, offered in exchange
for use of a house in the Okanagan or
for rent on: reasonable terms. ¥, Nor-
throp, 3408 'W. 37th Ava., Vancouvesr.

POR . RENT—July and -August,  fur-
nished, completely modern.4-room bun-

" galow; sun porch, fruit trees; large gar-

age, $36. B. G. Gordon, 2274 Adanac Bt.,
_Vanoquvu_-. E : . -

WANTED~—I should like to get in touch
with two or three other g'oun women
who- might  care to consider:sharing a
summer. cottage for July,' Anne Ony-

‘mous, ¢-o0 Bditor of The B.O. Teacher.

~8UBL}3'.E;—;Ju'ly “and Auéust;' bachelor

sulte; furnished. D, N, Doherty, No. 11,
2830 Hemlook. AT TS BRI )




oy ucts, etc.
3 It 18 unfortunate hat such s useful~

Page 470

THE B.C.TEACHER

What We Are Reading

URQPE Quersecas, by S. ). B. Why-
brow and H. L. I'dwar(ls London.
Dent. pp, xii ptus 180, -1939. §1.75

The amount of information contained
in this smali book is amazing. Tn fewer
than two hundred pages it amplv fulfils
the dust-jacket promisec of a “concise
faciual survey of the growth and present
posmom of thc Empires of the Europcan
powers”.

Although thc regions dealt with are
'xrranged according to geographical posi-
tion rather than according to ownership,
possessions of the same European power
are, whenever possible, grouped together,
Included in the survey—with a certain
amount of apology to thosc who shudder
at- the. word ‘“colonial”—are the sel f-
governing British Dominions and certain
of the extra-territorial possessions of the
United States. Excluded are Ireland and
Asiatic Russia.

Generally speaking, the following in-
formation is briefly given about each
possesion dealt with: Discovery, -early
‘history, present-day conditions, problems.
In their treatment of controversial topics
such as Germany’s lost colonies, dominion
status for India and the treatment of the
blacks in South Africa, the authors make
no attempt to sway the opinions of  their
readers,” They “"present the problems as

~fully as space .permits. bui wisely make
10 attempt to offer solutions.

-Of: the | 17 ‘chapters seven deal thh

European ‘possessions’ in Africa. A ‘chap-
- ter‘each is accorded to India, Canada and
-‘Newfoundland, - Australia,: * and - New

i Zealand: ‘Fach chapter is illustrated with
' . one..or more full-page maps - showing
trade routes, prod-'

“political - d1v1s;on ;

i ‘not prov:ded with an'index.’Even
i the; convenient 'two-page . statistical -ap-
“»pendix”does' not:atone for.such a serious

- oversight.”- "Another: lesser . drawback; for "
o Canadxan and - American: readers ‘at-any’ -
- rate; is7thé” constant use of“ the British -

Isles ' and: of . Enghsh shu'es for “com-
parisons’ of areds. .-

= :Europe Overseas is an’ mdlspensablc
reference: book that-deserves: to:take its-
n-the bookshelves of——at the very
—gvery : Social .
'Studxes from* Grade®: You will -
Took:far before you ﬁnd m so little room

<:

of : modesn. empires;as that. given us by
‘Messrs. " Whybrow and Edwards —S I M

stfxch an' intelligible and up-to-date survey.

TORILES to Tell in the Infant Schaol

Ly Roselin F. Cole. (A collection of
Original Stories). Hlustrated by Reg. "W,
Ford; MacMillan Co., 1.td,, St. Martin's
Street, London; 1939; The MacMillan
Companv of Canada, St. Martin’ s House,
Toronto; 130 pages; published pru.c. 75¢.

The twenty-one short stories in this
book are most suitable to tell in the
primary grades. They arc well-written,
simply worded, and very amusing. They
will appeal to the vivid imagination of
the small child who is very fond of
fairy tales. Little children will like them
because they love to live in a land of
make-belicve and are quick to see the
humorous side of strange situations. They
enjoy a hearty laugh at someone eclse’s
expense.

The stories are illustrated in black and
white, The illustrations are small but
simple and clear-cut. To further the
child’s interest in the story while it is
being told the pictures may be repro-
duced on the blackboard.

Some of the stories deal with naturce
and others aid the story-teller in teach-
ing good “manners, honesty, friendliness,
usefulness -and ' kindliness., Several of
them are full of the nonsense which
causes merriment among_children.

0Old Dozey, the magician, revenges
himself on the. butcher, Mrs. ‘Bloggins,
his housekeeper, ‘and Mrs. Soap, his
washerwoman, by bewitching the sausage
machine, the broom, and the clothes on
the fine. Each person in the three stories

or - dishonesty.

The Tale of a Gmnt proves- that it is
sheer folly. to take that which does not
belong to you. The giant takes as: many
of ' Farmier - Giles’--animals . as - he - can
cram “into his "sack and when heis too
tired .to :go--farther he stops.to rest. In
the meantime the animals plan to escape
arid while he sleeps they crawl out of the
sack. -Before returning to the: farm they

give. him“such a- dreadful - beating that -
he is:confined to his home for a:week. -

- When -he; fully’ recovers he, vows that
hc will -never steal again.

. The:Rolling: Plum: rolls- merrily along
escapmg all; who pursue- him; Finally,
‘he:is caught in‘a hole :from' which there

“.is; no escape. -When he tries to get out -
‘of - it he finds' that: after’a long nap -

heis. held i fast:to " thé:'ground. by - his
“roots and -before long he becomes a fine

is- punished for carelessness, untldmess,r

bxg'i plum’.tree; From® whence *he ‘came - -
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no one knows but those who have heard
the story.

Other representative titles are: Daffy-
Dezon-Dilly, Father Sun's Holiday, 1 hy
the Dandelion Has Fly-Away Seeds, Why
Rubbits Have Bobbed Tails. —J. LA,

UIDANCE in  Public  Secondary

Selools, Bulletin No. 28, Educa-
tional Records Burcau. 437 West 59th
Street, New York, N.Y, U.S. A, np.
xxv plus 329, Index, 1939,

This is the report of a five-year (1934
1939) - project in educational guidance
conducted by the Educational Burc.n—
headquarters in New York city—and
finunced by a $31,000 grant from the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching. The project was
carried on in the . junior-senior high
school grades of seven selected centres,
each one in a different state of the United
States.

Although each school was left free to
work out a guidance programme suited
to local needs it was understood that
schools participating should make use of :

‘1. Maintenance of cumulative records.

2. Systematic use of comparable tests.

3. Development ‘and observance of a
“system of continuous teacher edu-

- cation.

4. Study of the relationship between
curriculum requirements and indi-
vidual needs. -

5. Improvement in procedures for

-marking pupils and reporting  their
... profress to parents. . - .
The réport consists of an editor's pref-

" "ace,~ 13. detailed - and - statistic-riddled

chapters - and -~ an -eight-page - “Selected

““Bibliography: on- Guidance”.:- The " point
" of -view..upheld. by the directors of -the
" project is set forth in the editor’s state-
“ment: “We must. first -of: all-make guid-
. _ance a:kind of science and then add those
:overtones-of - personal . relationships :and
.~those.. inspirational . ‘qualities -which - can
.- contribute :so materially. .o the effective-
= ness of “a~counselling - service . provided
. they are founded on understanding’; The
_~italics are mine.-»'They:are: meant to in-
" dicate that ‘not a.ifew. readers: of - the
report . may be antagonized at the very .
"> outset by what they consider. extravagant
- claimsfor’ the: purely-statistical- elements -
“in“the:guidance  programme at the:ex-
"“pense..of . the:human factors: involved. "
<.~ Of - the . report’s 213 chapters- the - one,
"‘most. likely to:be of interest .to’ British

Columbia’ teachers:at the present' moment’

- Marking and ‘Report-

titled “SixYears of -

ing in the Sccondary Schoo! of the
Colorado State College of Education”.
It is well worth reading and re-reading
—showing as it does that educationists
elsewhere have already tried and dis-
carded methods which ‘even now may be
heckoning to us and promising the final
solution of all our school marking and
report card difficulties.

As for the final chapter, “Summary
and Recommendatio;is”, once again the
mountain has laboured and brought forth
a mouse. The conclusions reached, as is
only too often the case in present-day
masterpicces of educational “research”,
are such as might occur to any exper-
jenced and moderately intelligent teacher
even without the dishursement of $31,000
aver asfive-year period.—S. 1. M.

AMBI by Felix Salten. Pocket Books
Inc.; New York, N.Y., U.S.A_;
pp. iii plus 209. 1939, 35¢. (l.ongmans).
Felix Salten’s Bawmbi was first printed
in translation on this continent in 1928,
Since then reader after reader has
heartily endorsed John Galsworthy's en-
thusiastic criticism: “For delicacy of
perception and essential truth I hardly
know any story of animals that can stand
heside this life_study of a forest deer”.
Bambi is highly recommended by
school librarians. - It can be read with
ease by the average Grade VI pupil. But
this in no way lessens its appeal for
older children and adults.

“Pocket Books” are to be congratulated
on their excellent choice of reprints. This
popular series includes, at the time of
writing, 48 titles, For children there are:

Bambi, Pinocchio,” Swiss’ Family Robin-

son; - Treasure - Island, -and- - Gulliver's
Travels. For lovers of - the : classics,
Dickens, Hardy, Victor  Hugo, - Dumas
and Poe.. - Addicts of . detective mysteries
will . rejoice.. in ~ thrillers by. Agatha
Christie, Ellery Queen and :Mrs. Belloc
Lownded. . Other categories represented
are biography and autobiography, travel,
poetry; - history :.and . best-sellers—both
fiction and non-fiction—some of them of
a surprisingly recent-date for publication
in low-priced editions. - . s
. All the:abové! works are presented in
their entirety: - The type-is large and
clear. : The attractive Perma Gloss covers
are waterproof. and ' the: binding is much

.. more serviceable than. one would expect

for ‘the- price.:: With ordinary care these
books : should _stand - at- least one -year's
in-library -use by:school: children. = One’s
own  copies ‘will, of course, last - indefi-

'nitgly.-f-M; :
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Correspondence

FRIENDLY GREETINGS
The University of British Columbia
Vancouver, 10th April, 1940,
Dr. N. TV, Black,
The B.C. Teacher,
1300 Robson Street,
Vancouver, B, C.
Dear Dr. Black:

In concluding my years of service at
the University, 1 am rather painfully
conscious of certain unacknowledged
obligations. One of these arises from
the fact that for several years a compli-
mentary copy of The B.C. Teacher has
reached my desk monthly. I have attri-
buted this partly to a large charity which
admits the fact that even a professor of
philosophy who proverbially lives in the
past may be grateful for something
which keeps him in touch with the world
of today. ) i

The B.C.Teacher has done this very
effectively for me so far as the educa-
tional world is concerned—and it has
done more, it has given me a real fore-
shadowing of the world of tomorrow—
the world in - which human values, as
distinct  from - purely commercial and
national interests, will “have a larger
place.” i
"I do not know of any teachers' journal
‘that: better ‘serves- the interests of its
. constituency: or ‘more worthily interprets
- that constituency to the larger community
in which the t2aciier-is both orvant and
guide. - g :

May 1, in cenclusion, add a2 word o
-.personal appreciation. .. You seem to me
. to be” that-rare gift to any profession,
the :man . who combines scholarship . and
! practical’ efficiency - with an enthusiasm
which,  operating - throughout " the - years,
" brings’ more lethargic fellows " (like ‘my-

Atk .

self): to“a higher conception’of the possi- -

= - bilities ‘of ‘the profession than they could
-~ have reached by any other road than that
of living hYuman example.. . L

“GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS -

it COOPERATE [ i,
- 6320 -Larch:St., “Vancouver, B.C:
! Ez’ilx‘t}?r,'(' Thé B. C. Teacher::- "=

nterested-and, it:is-hoped, willing 'to co-
perate."At the meeting of the geography
ection 8.1

T J..COLEMAN. - _
e geographysection “of the B C:
:S.T. Ai/is engaged in a project in:.

7 Secretary Geography Section,
the. recent convention‘the:last = - .~ -B, C, S 8§ S

departmental  examination  was  soundly

criticized. 1t was stated that it was a
mere test of factual memory, that it
failed to test reasoning ahility and under-
standing of causal relationships—in short,
that it did not test the present geography
1T course. A resclution condenming the
examination was passed and forwarded
through the proper channels to the
Department of FEducation.

Resolutions have heen sent in the past
it this year it was felt that sumething
more than mere criticism  should be
attewnpted. It was felt that the geography
teachers should themselves give a lead
and show the department the kind of
cxamination that really would satisfy
them,

As a first step towards this end the
executive of the geography section has
secured permission to use a Geography
II examination of a very different sort
from that set last year by the depart-
ment. ~ Whether it meets with the
approval of the geography teachers of
the province, whether it is the type of
examination we would like to forward
to the Department of Education and say,
“That is the style of Geography 1T paper
we want"—that is what the executive
of the geography section wants to find
out.

If you are teaching Geography 1I and
if you would like to try this examination
on your students would you be sc-kind
as to let me know at once how ‘many
copies. of the test you would require.
Please do not ask for any more than you
niced ‘as - these® copies have been mimeo-
graphed at.the ‘expense of the section's
meagre: funds and the number of copies
is"-limited. - Instructions : for: scoring will
accompany - the tests-and " you- will' be
asked ‘to make some comments so that

. your own reaction may be ascertained.

The - executive feels . that geography

“-teachers” will -enjoy examining this fresh

and novel - test: and that they" will &nd

;it . a“‘valuable ‘review exercise: for their

classes. Tt is hoped:that many will avail

themselves-of - this opportunity of secur- .
ing. a. comprehensive -test  on_Geography -
-II and ;of “perhaps” providing “data” that

may help in _the formulation of avstill

;better’ one.

Yoursrrveryk"trixly,r” T
2 =R.C. HaArris; = 5

N

ot 3 v

i
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THE SENATE REPLIES

Vancouver, B. C., April 12, 1940,
Dr. Norman F. Black,
Editor, The B.C. Tmrhrr.
2565 Seventh Avenue West,
Vancouver, B.C.
Dear Dr. Black:

Enclosed you will find copy of corres-
pondence from Dr. S. J. Willis, concern-
ing the following:

1. (a) Course in Biology and other

‘ Science subjects;

(b) Courses in Health and Physi-
cal Education,

" 2. Remedial Reading.

These were considered at the recent
meeting of the Executive Committee, and
ordered referred to you for use in the
magazine,

With regard to Remedial Reading, Mr.
Charlesworth_has checked up and finds
that 134 credits is correct.

Yours very truly,
Caarrorte CLAYTON,
Assistant Secretary, B.C.T. F.

Cory
Department o{ Education
Ofﬁce of the Superintendent :
:  Victoria, B. C., March 1, 1940,
‘ Harry Charlesworth, Esq,
General Secretary. B.C.T.EF.,
1300 Robson Street, -
Vancouver, B.C
“Dear Sir:’ .
I enclose a copy of a letter recewed
today from S. W.:Mathews, Secretary
- Senate, Umverstty of © British
Columbia'*» A ;
A st ~Yours 'very truly,
(Signed) S. J.-WiLL1s,
Supenntendent of Educatlon

- Copy
~Umverszty of - Bntxsh Columbxa ,'
. 'Vancouver; B: C February 29 1940
Dr.:S. J. Willis, 0 e
g Supermtendent of Educatlon,
i Victoria, B.C. i
‘Dear Dr: Willis:
v The? requests of ‘the: Brmsh Columbxa.
-Teachers’; Federation,  received from you
" under’ date of  July-18th;- 1939, have been
considered: by the: Facultles 'and the

sical “Educatio be ‘established ~ to "
/il be = given “graduation -

‘which:=
credit “so” that 2= Minor -in. Heglth

. ment, as_most of "his supporters expected

and Physical Education may be
huilt up.

The Faculties, after consideration, re

ported to the Senate,.—

(a) That when the guestion of courses
to he offered as Extra-Sessional
Classes for 1939-40 was heing con-
sidered very few requests were
received for courses in science, and
that when a meeting of those who
might be interested was called only
two attended. Consideration, how-
ever, is being given to the request
for next session.

(b) That as the whole question of
Health and Physical Education is
under consideration, and as ar-
rangements have been made in
regard to science courses for stu-
dents planning to hecome high
school teachers of Health, and
courses for high school teachers of
Physical - Education have been
added to the curriculum, the
Faculties are not prepared to make
any recommendatlon at the present
txme in regard to additional courses
in Health and Physical Education,

The Senate deemed it unnecessary to

take further action at the present time.
Yours most sincerely,
(Signed) StanLey W. MATHEWS,
Secretary of Senate.

BEARING OF ALBERTA :

ELECTIONS ON EDUCA’I‘IONAL

POLICIES =
Edmonton, March 28, 1940.
detor, The B.C:Teacher:

“What happened in Alberta on March
ZIst is'of ““moment " to: teachers across
Canada. - The meaning of the Aberhart
victory, from the point of view of educa-
“tionists, calls ‘for objective consideration
_without : trace - of - partisan bias. . The
writer: believes “himself :to be quahﬁcd

- -to-speak. dxsmterestedly, the - party” for

‘which' he “cast"his top cholce \'otes was
comp!etely snowed -under.- -

Consider the conditions under whxch

Mr. ‘Aberhart -went" back ‘to  the people,
He had not distributed: purchasing power
0 the -people by parliamentary- enact-

“-him:to- do when they put him in-office in
1935, He: had" not-: found: ‘a :- painless
alternatwc to pubhc taxation.” On the

contrary, ‘he had “done:a’ great. deal “to
‘restore taX-paying to its -proper place as

“one. of the prime: obhgatlons of “citizen-

s}up. and hls ‘various- spendmg depart—
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mants had had perforce to adopt the hard
policy of “pay as you go'.

And the political stage of 1940 was set
for the destruction of the Aberhart
regime. Conservatives and independents
had sunk their differences in every part
of the province and the C.C. I, could be
expected to corral a substantial body of
those who. felt that scientific socialism
had no place in the Aberhart philosophy.
But at this date 30 Aberhart candidates
have been elected and in ecight constitu-
encies where returns are incomplete the
Social Credit party is leading. It will
have two-thirds of all the seats in the
Legislature. What does it mean?

I do not wish to prove too much. This
much is, however, indisputable. The
provincial government which led the way
for all Canada in the modernizing of the
machinery for rural education did so
without suffering any penalty at the polls.
‘That chould be heartening news in other
‘provinces.

With a vigor that seemed almost reck-

less from the point of view of political
safety, the Aberhart government com-
pletely overhauled school administration,
incorporating  practically all the rural
schools of the: province into the large
administrative units known as - “Divis-
jons”, ~ enacted "a pension scheme for
teachers - and . restored ‘the Board of
Reference to real effectiveness. Drastic
reforms involved the payment of arrears
of teacher-salariés amounting to hundreds
of ‘thousands - of dollars and placed the
payment of teachers on a regular monthly
basis. The . standard - ‘of normal school
_entrance has . been : substantially raised.
Anew curriculum. has-been introduced
. that. has required  much  expenditure . hy
“boards for-books and other materials and
- equipment. . Reactionaries screamed but
the people approved.

Indeed the ‘Alberta polmc:ans of what-

"'*fever party, in so:far as I have been able

~“to_discover, refused to bid -for the sup-
- port of reactionaries who would like to
- kill ‘the Larger. Units. " The attitude of
‘Mr. A. H: Gibson, K.C., an Independent

7 candidate, may. be taken : as typical. . Said

T hey “There  are.. great - possibilities - for

-good _in .these large school divisions and
“T: think it would-be wise to gwe them a
trial for ten or fifteen years”.. True, the
-7 government -was: cntucxsed for proceedmg
“rather. ruthlessly in. the face of: explicit

EMPLOYMENT OF RETIRED
TEACHERS

Editor, The B. C. Teacher:

This letter is prompted by your re
quest for discussion of the problems
confronting teachers retiring from public
school service. Personally I have found
in retirement a grand opportunity for
developing further studies beyond or
outside the limitations of thc schoolroom.

However, 1 suggest that the Federa-
tion maintain an employment bureau for
suich teachers as described in the leading
editorial of The B.C. Teacher for the
month of April—teachers who have heen
compelled to retire on pension but who
arz physically fit and in need of usefu!
work. Private schools and evening classes
might avail themselves of such services.

Having “been out” for a few years
now myself I understand that what
really hurts pensioned teachers is “man's
inhumanity to man”. The person who
has “retired” or who is “superannuated”
(dreadful word!) is assumcd to be a
derelict and the pension received is
thought of by altogether too many,
simply as a compassionate allowance
allowed to its unfortunate recipient by
the government. I have found that

. people, even educated people, have no

- who have passed the age at which retire-

‘ 'l]ocal ‘oppositionin- some. areas; ‘but the .
quality” of ~political " -leadership “in - this

‘province . proved - high 'enough. to . secure
sound educahonal reform. from 'sabotage.

AL J H Powm

“come in--order. to  live up to. certain

idea that the pensioners have paid for
what" they receive, through taxes and
special contributions to the pension fund.

“The envelope containing one’s monthly
cheque brandishes the word ‘Superan-
nuated” so that all and sundry may view
the sad facts. When paying provincial
taxes, one is still .liable to be reminded
of thxs money that the government
“gives” one! However, a couple of years
ago I had the pleasure of an interview
with Mr. Norman- Baker, Victoria, and
my cheque now comes through my bank
without - criticism or comment and Mr.
Baker, by his sympathetic. understanding,
made.me leave his .office a self-respectv
ing citizen once more!

The teacher to whom you alluded in
your editorial has my fullest’ sympathy ;
and I feel the discussion of her problem i
to -be timely. Certainly there=aic: many i

N ..,«;.~..‘~.L,M);A-Qv";,;:,.d,v..y:.. e e

ment :is practically compulsory who must
feel the necessity of -adding to- their in-

standards to which’ they are accustomed.
- ! ANNUITANT
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RADIO PROGRAMMES
Keefers, B. C., April 15, 1940.
Editor, The B.C. Teacher:
Dear Sir:

1 notice in The B. C. Teacher you men-
tion some radio programmes of educa-
tional value. There are two programmes
which 1 find most interesting and helpful
and 1 feel sure other tcachers would find
them valuable too.

One of these is “Canadian Snapshots”.
It comes over the Canadian network
every Wednesday from 5 to 5:30 p.m. It
gives interesting pictures of Canadian
life in various parts of the Dominion,
some historical but mostly contemporary.
It also features music by Canadian com-
posers.” It is a great help in Social
Studies.

The other programmz= is “The Human
Adventurer”, over the Columbia network
at 2 to 2:30 p.m. on Saturdays. It is
usually descriptive of scientific research,
but sometimes is in the realm of litera-
ture. This last Saturday gave the story
of research to date- on the cause and
prevention of infantile paralysis. It comes
over KVI, ) '

I was interested in the letter published
_in " the Fcbruary number  on “Moral
Re-Armament”. It is certamly what thls
country needs.

Yours sincerely,

WiniFrep M. New
Teacher. Keefers Pubhc SchOol

","STUDENTL LIFE” OFFERS
CO -OPERATION -
5835 Knnbark Ave.,
Chxcago, lll

Edltor, The B.C. Teacher.
: My Dear Sir: RE

*I-have- the.marked copy of the March
issue-of The B.C. Teacher, and 1 wish
to- thank- you' for -the mention . given - to

- Student Life. 1 should: be.glad to hear

from Canadianstudents ‘concerning their
school. "activities -and “am . enclosing .a
- mimeographed  news release which. was
'sent to school newspapers of-this country.
1f it:would be passible for you to inform

" Canadian’ teachers: of ‘our_desire to give

irepresentatlon to - their. - students: too, I
~shoiild’ appreciate anything that - ‘you: may
o0.in pubhcmng thls mformaﬁon R

H V Cnuncn

Secretary

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
AUDUBON SOCIETIES
1006 Fifth Ave., New York City.
Editor, The B.C. Teacher:

We wish to call to your attention the
Junior Audubon Clubs sponsored by the
National Association of Audubon Socie-
ties, in the interest of conservation.

Because of a special endowment wc
are able to supply Junior members and
teachers with interesting, instructive
material for bird study at far less than
cost,

Since these clubs originated in 1911,
some 5,600,000 children have been en-
rolled throughout the United States and
Canada, nearly 200,000 of these being
Canadian school children, Many teachers
find the club a valuable aid in arousing
interest in Nature Study and the four-
page bird leaflets with colored plates and
outline drawings for coloring excellent
material for classes in bird study. Text
of leaflets correlates birds with plants
and animals in their environment.

We should very much appreciate your
co- operatxon in helping to promoiec con-
servation through bringing our Junior
Audubon Club plan to the aitention of
your ‘readers.

Very truly yours,
Joun H. Baxer,
Executive Director.

HOWLERS THAT REALLY HOWL
’ Victoria, B. C., 20th March, 1940.
Editor, B.C Teacher:

Some of your language-teaching read-
ers may appreciate the following transla-
tions - which- popped - up in a Latin
Vocabulary test we gave this year:

CCUr i, .. .ah hound
gladius . . . . 7 happier
hora . .. . ..  fear
mors ... -, .. . ~mother
“pars . . . . . father
magnopere . . grandfather
rumpo . . ... . the rear
vulnero .~ to double

. For the last one should we have deducted

200. pomts -
Yours very truly, -
C. B. Conway.

* fThisbi- monu:lymluzlnacmmnn“
-." pages of fascinating nature storles,
.“ - ‘photographs, drawingsandcolorplates,
- Children’s stories, blue printing, pro--
planning, nature walks,  teach-

§ methods. Used by schools; librar-

7 {es,” maturalists. §2.00 s eu. checks
: ormu‘ncy Write_ Canadlan Nature,
7 877 Jarvis - s“,x'l'cronin, c:ud:.
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News, Personal and Miscellaneous

THE COMMUNITY COMES TO
HE SCHOOL

T
POPULAR custom in numerous
rwecondary schools is that of bring-
ing to the schools informed experts from
various vocational fields. Latest effort
in this direction is New Woestminster
Trapp Technical's series of lectures on
vocational matters to be presented by
members of the local Kiwanis Club, The
list of speakers suggests a Who's Who
of the Queen City’s business and pro-

fessional life.

The B.C.Teacher would appreciate
receiving {rom schools such as Trapp
Technical a statement of the cutcome of
their vocational conferences.

LANGLEY AND SURREY CHOOSE
DIFFERENT PATHS
RITISH Columbia papers carried
under the same date line contrasted
stories of educational activities in two
large rural areas.

From Surrey comes news of the pass-
ing (after three attempts) of a bylaw
for the construction of a $67,000 junior-
senior high school in the northern area;

a $58,000 junior-senior high school at -

Wihite Rock, and a $7520 elementary
school in the northwest area. Remodel-
ling of the Cloverdale High School will
be done at a cost of $3500. As its share
of the undertaking the provincial gov-
ernment will contribute $60,000. - Opening
of “the new schools is planned for the
fall of this year.

“From Langley, as another step in the

protracted ‘negotiations between teachers

_rejuesting equitable salary- adjustments
‘and the local school:board standing ada-

mant on its position that increased educa-

tional funds from the area are impossible,
g comes ‘the “news that -13 :teachers who

have: been- awarded - modest -salary in-

jcr&ses by ‘an arbitration board willibe

dismissed < from : their" positions - at: thc

expiration of the present term.

1t would appear that the testing ground
for the present-arbitration clause of the

’School Act has been found.
‘, JUNIOR RED CROSS. CHANGES

1SS, Margaret Manson,, B.A,

et U:B.C. 1937, annournces  the chang-—
ving.of headquarters from Victoria to the

Marine- Building, Vancouver, At present

: the Jumor Re Cross has “975 branches
_ in’British” Columbia schoolv “with 27000,
:,members enroﬂed O

SCHOOL ACT COMMITTEE
DISBANDS

R. A. S. Towell, director of educa-

tion for the “problem child”,
Matsqui-Suinas-Abbotsford area, recent-
Iy announced the dissolution of the
special committee representative of the
area advisory board and the three muni-
cipal councils, formed to consider and
recommend possible amendments to the
School District Act.

SHAW ON THE AIR
SP‘ONSORED by the Department of
University Extension, three George
Bernard Shaw plays have appeared or
will appear over facilities of the C.B.C.
“The Dark Lady of the Sonnets” was
presented on May 3rd; “The Six of
Calais” on May 10th. “Great Catherinc”

will be presented on May 17th.

PSYCHOLOGY COMES TO THE
AIR FORCE

Q DDING  another activity to his
present long list of public appomt-
ments, Dr. J. M. Ewing recently in-
augurated a series of lectures in psy-
chology to be delivered to the officers in
training at the Jericho Beach-air station.

INTELLECTUAL BLACKOUT
EVIDENCE of the gradual constric-
tion of German intellectual life is
found in the Raymond B. Fesdick report
to  the Rockefeller - Foundation. that
Polish 'and Czech umversmes have been
closed and their staffs “concentrated” and
that more than half of ‘the German uni-
versities are closed.
Impact of the war on: the Allies is
also-shown in" the -statement - that the

. University of Londen has been uprooted

and its colleges scattered and that. the

.enrolment of the University of Paris has
shrunk from 20,000 to 5000 students.

COST OF LIVING MOVES UP

: Q VERAGE cost of living in Canads,

according to recent statistics, has

* increased. slightly more than 3 _per cent
: after seven months of the war. - Whole-
- sale prices “of ‘certain commodities such
+as grain and butter have been upped by
715 per cent. ‘Among factors responsible
* for the increases is the devaluation of the . . ¢
,Canadxan dolfar: in: - terms -of - United -

States money.

t
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VANCOUVER SCHOOLS TO HOLD
JUBILEE CELEBRATION

MIGHTY oaks springing from acorns
have nothing on Vancouver's im-
pending jubilée celebration of secondary
education which originated in the project
undertaken in 1935 by the History Club
of King Edward High School under the
direction of Mr. K. A. Waites, Social
Studies teacher of the school.

Impressed by the rich store of legends
associated with Vancouver's oldest high

school, King Edward students began the
preparation of a history of their school, -

the document to trace the story of the
original  Vancouver High ~ School,
founded in 1890, and replaced in the
course of time by the present King
Edward institution.

When the preparation of the brochure
was well under way, the suggestion was
made thizt more elaborate activities of a
musical and dramatic nature might also
be arranged to celebrate the jubilee of
the school. Hearing of these plans, the
Vancouver School. Board decided to
recommend and to help organize a cele-
bration that would embrace all secondary
schools_ in the Vancouver system. Com-
mittees were formed from representatives
of all city secondary schools, of the

‘school "board "and its - inspectoral and

supervisory staffs..' Mr. W. Y. McLeish
of the King Edward High School was
appointed chairman and R. J. R. Sander-
son, “of .the same school, chairman of

publicity.

At the present time plans. for the cele-
bration, 'to .- take - place .. some time - in
November, - include the . sublication of ‘a
history .. of - the :"Vancouver ‘secondary
schools;: a reunion .of- former. students;
a ‘nation-wide broadcast;. a- festival "of
musical and physical education activities;;

.. a_series of .speeches through: the -various

service ‘clubs: Qf’the,city; special articles
li'ti\the press, and a-reunion banquet under
the:auspices of the:Vancouver Secondary

| “Seiidol - Teachers’ “Association.

- In-charge= of the* pﬁblipiiionl, of “the
biook  onsecondary. education is' a sales
~committee - which, working *

: C with =~ Mr:
K.. A/ Waites, intends to have. the  book
ready”for :sale: during the present sum-

will” occur: during Education* Week early .

- in November. _ Already the.three: Van-

couver, newspapers - have: indicated “their

The B.C. Teacher will publish during
subsequent issues additional information
on these activitics which promise to
create a wide interest both in educational
and community groups.

UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION

(‘RADUATES of 1940 and alummni of
-F the University of British Columbia
met in the Banquet Room of the Hotel
Vancouver on Thursday, May 9th, in the
twenty-first annual meeting of convoca-
tion. Featured speaker of the evening
was Dr. H. F. Angus, recently returned
to the university from his post with the
Rowell Commission, who spoke on the
subject of “Canadian Unity”. The Gaui
Memorial Trophy, an award to the out-
standing athlete of the year, was made
by Mr. Howard Cleveland to Howard
McPhee, member . of the class in
education.

Y.M.C. A’s NEW BUILDING

ARLY in September Vancouver

Y. M. C. A. members and friends will
celebrate the opening o a new $300,000
building, according to 2 statement issued
from the Vancouver organization.

1 SEE BY THE READER'S DIGEST

OPULAR ' introductory remark in

contemporary conversation is “I saw
in Life”, or “I read in The Reader's
Digest”, or “I noticed in Time”. How-
ever, in spite of any implied slight on
the breadth of modern reading, teachers
will find under the section on Education

-in Time magazine interesting sidelights

on’educationa! practices in our neighbor
“South’ of the Border”, as-well as ap-
praisals .of ‘educational activities in other
countries.” Among “recent comments -arc
the following: - o

1. The American National Council for
the Social ‘Studies has recently issued a
book on - “The Future of the Social
Studies” containing '17 suggested courses
of study. for the training of citizens. No
two plaus. were . the same. . One author
suggested that his country’s youth should
scare up .a new set of heroes to. supple-
raent: the conventional ones of Washing-
ton, Lincoln, - Jeffersen. .

2..Sir. Cyril Nonz\:';vood, exf‘x’l'caﬂ Cof

Harvow,.. predicted - that -%The. - public
schools:have'done their -job and produced

~-their leaders, but after-the war it will be

found that their day is done”. . "
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SALARY INCREASIE IN
SASKATCHEWAN

UR Canadian Teachers’ Federation

correspondent calls the attention of
The B.C. Teacher to the comiorting fact
that the establishment of a legal mini-
mum salary by Saskatchewan at a recent
session meant increased remuneration for
some 3387 teachers.

THE SWORD MIGHTIER THAN
THE LEAD PENCIL
CURIOUS repercussion of Europe’s
wars is reported in The Transvaal
Educational News. The department re-
sponsible for the replenishment of stores
of educational equipment awarded to a
Czechoslovakian firm ‘a large order. for
lead pencils, which in the normal course
of events would have been available for
South African school children last
August. The rape of Cazechoslovakia
prevented the manufacturers from fulfill-
ing their contract and the stores depart-
ment, now a bit worried, placed an order
with a British firm for 8000 gross, to be
delivered instanter. ‘The pencils were
shipped, together ‘with other school sup-
plies, on the “Dunbar Castle”, and are
now in " Davy Jones's locker. Schools
with surplus lead pencils arc being in-
vited ‘by our South “African contempo-
rary to share up with those less lucky.

UNIVERSITY HOPES FOR MORE

R. G. M. Shrum, head of the Depart-
ment of . University - Extension,

urged members of the Vancouver Board:-

~of : Trade to:consider  the necessity- for
extension of university - facilities. Enrol-
ment, -stated Dr.' Shrum, had risen from
1400 .to2500. students, but actual accom-

“~modation = other.: than ~buildings - contrib-

~ uted by the students-themselves-had not
‘been’ extended since the university had
moved ‘from’ the old -Fairviéw ‘“‘shacks”.

~ SCHOOLBOYS HELP HARVESTING

P EMINISCENT: of  the  Sons-of-the
\. - Soil “activities organized ‘in -Canada
during the last great war is the news that
many. thousands “of - English - schoolboys
" will ‘be recruited to_help farmers gather
Britain’s first harvest of the present war.

L+ At-the -same:” time- announcement ~ is

“~ 'made:"that “many ~secondary ~school - stu-

> dents have:been.moved from-urban areas’.

‘to‘specially constructed . rural: temporary
. ’5511903:)1‘}5Ft51 ERRE R R

Le Camp Francais

S'I'RATHCONA Lodge on Shawnigan

Lake, Vancouver Island, has again
been chosen for the third aunual session
of Le Camp Frangais. Six weeksof French
study and recreation are offered this year
from July 5 to August 19.

Many courses are being given which
should’ prove interesting to teachers in
British Columbia. Madame Sanderson-
Mongin of Victoria, a favorite of all
campers, will deal with advinced conver-
sation and language work and with “La
Politesse Frangaise”. Prof. Paul K, Hart-
stall of Towa State University will be buck
again to conduct his excelient classes in
phonetics, primary and advanced, and in
diction based upon .French poetry—~the
best substitute for the Paris Institut de
Phonétique one could find.

Two courses in Frinch “civilisation”,
“La Terre de France” and “La France d'-
Aujourd’hui” will be offered by Prof. Paul
A. Minault of the University of Minne-
sota. In addition to the above-mentioned,
classes. will be organized in grammar,
easy conversation and contemporary
drama. A course is playreading will also
be given by M. André Frére of the
Théitre des Quatre Saisons in New York.
M. Frére will direct skits and plays as
well, and help to arrange the cvening
variety programmes which are such a
vital part of French Camp life.

Obviously classes are not compulsory
and for those who prefer French milieu
and conversation undisturbed Ly study,
there is much to enjoy. Shawnigan offers
unusual opportunities for excursions in
the form of drives, hikes, picnics and out-
ings to goif, fish or ride. Then, too, the
sports on the premises are varied enough
to appeal to all tastes and ages, for they
include tennis, badminton, croquet, ping-
pong, fencing, archery, boating:and very

swimming: in: warm . water! .

Further details about ‘Le Camp Fran-

cais and a complete list- of Faculty and
courses may be obtained by writing to the

" ‘Director,. Miss - Dorothy“Punderson, 947

Portland "Avenue,;St. Paul, Minn.

-l

- NOTICE!

COURSES LEADING TO A DEGREE

o IR AGRICULTUREB - o

Should there- be a  sufficient demand
for.such courses there is.a probability
that they may be:.glven this summer at
U.B.C. -~ Should you wish further infor-
mation- regarding .these: courses, please
write to . sl St L

“W. A. ANNIS, Vedder Grossing, B.C.

TIPRECE SO
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A, The children in the above picture are
- playing outdoors.

B. 7 children are in this picture.
C. This picture shows how children are

tanught about gum massage. -

C 7s correct. Care of the gums is just as
important as cleaning the teeth. Our gums
must be healthy if our teeth are to
be sound. ‘Gum massage drills in the
_classroom show us the way to.proper

" care at home.
A Qur . teeth, like elephants’ tusks, are

~C is correct.

In each of the following questions
one statement Is correct.

For each correct answer allow 20
credits. .

chewing—which helps’ - eep our gums
firm and strong. Because we eat soft
foods so much, we should give our
gums regular massage.

A. Teeth take care of tb;'m.\'elifes.

_ B. Everyone has 18 teeth.

C. Proper tooth brm'bigf at least twice
aaily is important to dental health.

i~ All inside as well as
biting surfaces of the teeth should be

" brushed thoroughly and every crevice

between the teeth must be reached. Teeth

. S - ‘made of ivory. - : . should b? brushed at least twice cvery ot
: " B. Hard foods belp our gums more than day and, if it is possible, they should be :
soft foods. : ! br_ushed after each‘meal. : :

-C. We get all our upper teeth bd’oré onr
- lower teeth, - e

‘B is correct. Hard foods require more

The makets of Ipana have prepared-a striking health chart, in full colour, which is helping -

teachers all over the country in their classdrills in’ gum massage. They will gladly send you

one to hang in your clapssmom.'Send your:.name and address to Bristol-Myers Company of
_Canada, Ltd., 1239 Benoit Street, Montseal, P.Q.

.- Published in the Interest of Betfei Health by Erisib?;;\ae;s Company of Canuda, Lid., Monsreal, P.Q.
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