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- For the Junior High School Grades:

CANADIAN GEOGRAPHY WORK BOOK by V. L. Denton and
A. R. Lord. 102 pages of widely varying exercises and many
outline maps covering the GeograpKy of North and South
America. Other books will foliow dealing with the other

continent. Price: single copies, 35 cents; class lofs, 28 cents
per copy ex Vancouver.

For the High School Grades:

DENT'S SOURCE BOOKS FOR CANADIAN SCHOOLS by C. E.
Phillips, D.Paed. Valuable collections of illustrative material
from the pens of classical authors on the many important
topics which arise from a study of Ancient History. Among
such fopics are "Architecture”, "Armaments”, "Farming”.
"Engineering”, "Education”, "'Government”, "Money", etc.
Many informative illustrations: ‘

_ Bogk |—"Rome and:ihe Middle Ages”, price............ $1.00
-Book 2—""The Orient and Gvréece"., o TS $1.00

* . BUILDERS OF EUROPE by Edford Priestley, Ph.D. These three

-7 books: present a view of the main stream of European history

" throtigh biographical sketches of the great leaders in thought

““and action. These figures are linked together through suitable

.~ introductory and concluding sections. The texts contain strik-

. ing illustrations and sketch.maps ‘showing the various places
“pamed:t T e o

Book ’l;—”"TVhebMiddIe Ages, ‘price ' 75 cents
Book 2—"The Rennaissance and ‘After", price...........90 cenfs -
_ qok-’B;"_Despofism and Revolution'', price

.M. Dent & Sons (Canada) Ltd.
Publishers :

224 Bloor StV
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ISN'T IT ABOUT TIME THAT/WE SPOKE UP?
S a class, teachers are rather conspicuouslyrfi.‘free from racial prejudices.
% |1) many of our schools, children of numerous national stocks mingle
in [riendly fashion; not as Orientals and Occidentals; not as English,
French, Gerinan or Hottentot, but simply as children; and a pretty lovable
lot they generally are. We know, by experience and by the exercise of
commonsense, that likeable and unlikeable people, clever and stupid people,
. efficient and inefficient people, are to be found among the representatives
of any race. Itis silly to admire or to dislike folk in wholesale lots. It is
profoundly dangerous to Canadian society at large and to the Canada of
the future if Canadians of whatever raciul origin are treated as pariahs.
Whether we should have encouraged Orientals to come to British
Columbia is open to debate. 'Whether indeed we should even merely have
given them opportunity to come is open to debate; - Our duty of treating
them with humanity, when they have been admitted and, actually permitted
to get born here, is 110t open to debate. L
That admirable young men and women—natives of our own province,
trained in our own schools and. universities, familiar with and sharing our
own thoughts and outlook upon life, very possible ignorant of any language
but our own, capable like ourselves of infinite pain and of healthy joy,
~cager to be recognized as Canadians and- conscious that they would be
“indeed foreigners in the land of their ancestors—are to be treated forever
_as a caste apart, . The B. C. Teacher refuses to believe. The Federation has
itself assumed no official®attitude in relation to this question, but certain
teachers, notably Professor Angus, have had the courage to protest against
-policies that are as dangerous as they ‘are unchristian. -
The Japanese Canadian Citizens’ League recently sponsored an essay
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contest in which the second generation was invited to discuss its problems.
The writer of this editorial served as judge in the contest and is in a
position to speak regarding the essays submitted. They were admirable in
style and spirit, and as profoundly Canadian as anyone could desire.

1t is noteworthy that several of the essayists advocate restrictions or an
absolute veto upon continued immigration from Japan under present
conditions and argue against congestion in a few characteristic occupations
and concentration in communities consisting substantially of people of their
own racial origin. That such congestion and concentration are at present
all but forced upon them, they sorrowfully admit. They are agreed that
their first duty is to be good Canadians.

Llsewhere in this number of The B.C. Teacher we publish the paper
submitted by Thomas K. Shoyama, whose essay was awarded first place.
Mr. Shoyama was born at Kamloops in 1916 and at an early age has
attained the rank of bachelor of arts and bachelor of commerce in the
University of his native province. The future which he and his fellows
are facing is forbidding enough but cannot be hopeless so long as it is
confronted with the courage he and they are manifesting. He is a young
Canadian of whom his country may well be proud, and hopeful of great
things. He has borne bitter things without acquiring bitterness and has

faced despair without utterly despairing.

YOU AND I CONFER

THIS is to be an informal and all but confidential chat between the
Editor of The B. C. Teacher and the present and potential contributors
to this magazine. The editorial is written at the suggestion of various
colleagues but nevertheless with con: derable trepidation and hesitancy.

We all like to appear original. Nobody enjoys expatiating on the
self-evident. Nevertheless that it what has to be done right now. i

The B.C.Teacher always has at its disposal more material than a
magazine of this size can publish and to ali our contributors we render
grateful thanks. '

But some teachers are not rising to their opportunity for professional
service through this journal.

Fach summer or autumn detailed plans are adopted for the opening
magazine year. These involve tentative lists of topics for each of our ten

issues.  Provision is made for every class of teacher and for every branch

of the curriculum. Nevertheless, an examination of ‘our annual index
provides proof that there are branches of study and types of schools in

relation to Which The B. C. Teacher is less useful than it might be.

“The reason is that some reader of this editorial has not- risen-to the

We hope for a steady ‘stream of articles  from former and present

_contributors and for the appearance of a whole regiment of new contrib-

ators. - It is for these latter in particular that this message is intended.
We,are grateful when we receive a-fulllength article of three pages or

~ more. We give three rousing British cheers when we get a.good two page
“article. - And we take time off to sing a Te Deum Laudamus when we get .
" .a, good:one’page article. - Formula: gratitude varies inversely. as length.

7%
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We need not fewer lengthy contributions but more numerous brief

ones. Help us make the Correspondence Department significant if you. .

care to do no more than merely write a letter to the Editor.
Every month we need at least one article devoted primarily to the

special interests and problems of teachers in rural and village schools. To

secure these ten contributions costs Mr. Morrison and others the writing
of scores upon scores of letters and much additional and mordmate inve st-
ment of time and labour.

- The reason is that some reader of this editorial has hitherto not risen
to the level of his opportunities for professional usefulness.

If you are a teacher in a rural school or a village school and if you
cannot supply a full-dress magazine article, you at least can indicate to us
what are some of the major problems that you would like to see discussed in
our columns. Write a letter to Mr. Morrison or to the Editor, telling of
your unsolved perplexities or, better still, of . solutions which you have
discovered to problems that may yet be perplexing to some other teacher
in a school of the same type. Perhaps you may now be serving in a large
urban school after years of successful experience in rural and village
schools; did that experience not give vou something that might help a
beginner somewhere?

Do you teach children in the lower grades? Miss Jack is expected to
secure at least one article every month dealing with primary work. To
provide these ten contributions she has to exercise her tact and patience
and industry far more strenuously than would be necessary but for a fact
already adumbrated.

.Her trouble is that hitherto some reader of thls editorial has not risen
to the level of her opportunities for professional usefulness.

Mr. Armstrong is responsible for a minimum of twenty articles dealing
particularly with problems that assume special significance in the inter-
mediate grades and with problems of school administration. Mr. Hard-
~wick is_scheduled for some thirty articles of special interest to secondary
school teachers. Have you been helping these good and faithful servants
of British Columbia Teachers’ Federation?

_ Or are you, by any chance, one of those readers of this editorial_ who
hitherto have not risen to the level of their opportunities for professional
usefulness as comntributors to The B. C. Teacher?

If teachers. throughout the’ provincesfail* us, the Editor and his col-
leagues must, of course, do their-best to make good the deficiency. Even
if our scattered contributors do their part there will normally remain about
forty articles of a miscellaneous type which have to be secured by the
Edltor,—-w1th whatever help he can muster from any quarter This 1s,
of course, in addition to editorials, many of which are written to supple-
ment the supply of articles on subjects that do not seem to be receiving
sufficient attention at the hands of other contributors.

There is no room here to deal adequately with the problems of. Mr.
Sutherland and Mr. Norman, the members of the Editorial Board who are
-responsible ‘for- the highly specialize¢: provincial news service with which
“The B.C. Teacher attempts to supply its readers. The jobs of these
‘gentlemen—as of Mr. Samuel Northrop before them—are almost intoler-

- ably difficult; because hitherto some readers of this edxtorlal have not risen:
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till the Editor is sick of it.
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to the level of their opportunities and responsibilities for professional
usefulness. Certain members of our Magazine Committee and reporters
for particular schools, local associations and district councils have been
conspicuously useful; we can only hope that the others are at all events
heautiful! .

If you are an experienced contributor to such magazines as ours.you

‘ need mot read the balance of this paragraph. TFor you will already know

that it is good usage to refer to preceding articles in which other writers

" have dealt with some phase of the topic in hand. This makes for continuity
of thought and provides suitable opportunity to express app :eciation of

contributors whose articles have interested you.

Here is another suggestion, so obvious that we blush to make it. If
you are a specialist writing particularly in the behoof of teachers of some
specific subject of study or of some specific type of school, kindly remem-
ber that most of your readers will not be specialists or teachers of that
specific subject, nor indeed engaged in that particular type of school.
Please try, therefore, to talk in a fashion that will command the interest
of «ll teachers. There is a trick in it but it is not difficult; do not betray
the secret: as a rule it is embodied in the introductory paragraph and the
closing paragraph. After you have captured the attention of the rest of
us you may for a brief interval relapse into the technicalities of your
particular teaching job; but before closing your article you will find it
worth while again to smile at us outsiders, thanking us for our friendly
interest and -flattering our amour propre by the adroit inuendo that we

- have understood what you have been talking about.

If your modesty has developed into what is popuiarly known as an
inferiority . complex, get rid of it. Every normal human being knows
something better than that particular thing ‘is known by most normal
human beings.

Do not be afraid, brethren and sisters ; jump right in; the water’s fine.

When you have said what you have to say, read it aloud; then: you will
probably revise it.

Then re-write it.
- Then re-write it again .
By that time you will probably be in despair and-have a good article.
Mail it. - I .
But do not forget about that re-writing. Lo

“This cohfounded'editorial‘ has been written and revised and re-written

~ And look at it yet!!!

- TEACHER EXCHANGES -

IT is the polircy‘ of The B:C. Tedchef -to “help- keep prominéntly in the

forefront of the professional consciousness of the teachers of this

- province the ‘ultimate necessity of some system ‘of “sabbatical leave.
~Without suich provision, adequate training-in-service will remain unattain-
“able for many teachers @dnd the public service will continue tu suffer

accordingly.
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Meanwhile, the best avallable substitute for sahbatical leave is pro-

vided by the exchange of posts by teachers of different provinces or
countries.

considers out of date in various respects.

The present system governing such exchange The B.C. Teacher
Certainly there is no adequate

provision for visiting teachers from abroad, and for our own members
returning from exchange, to share with others the advantages they reap or
spread the information and suggestions which their experience may lead
them to consider likely to be helpful to British Columbia schools.

ati

It is some years since this matter was first mooted formaliy in Feder-
on circles; but in the long run nothing more has been done about it than

Mark Twain found being done about the New England weather.

The B.C. Teacher would welcome a free discussion of this probiem in

the columns of this magazine and respectfully urges its study by district
councils, the three major dejartments or associations within the Federation
itself, and local associations throughout the province.

F

A REMEDY MUST BE IFOUND
ROM 9:30 in the morning until the stroke of midnight, with an hour
off for lunch and another for supper; those were the public working

hours of the Executive Committee of British Columbia Teachers’ Federa-

tio

n on Saturday, October 1st.
The burden incidental to attendance at these regular and important

conferences of our Executive Committee is intolerable.

Everybody familiar with this contmually recurring endurance test

knows .in advance that, before the evening session is concluded many—
perhaps a majority—of the meémbers of the committee will have withdrawn
becausé physically unequal to the preposterous strain imposed upon them.
Everybody also knows that hurry and tenseness necessarily militate
against efficiency.

“A remedy must be found. ‘
From the point of view of The B.C. Teacher that remecly seems

obvious.

Except by a special vote ms[)endn g the rules of approved and custom-

ary. procedure, no report of any official or commiitee should be received

by

the Executive Committee unless a copy has already been. sent to. every

- member long enough in advance to provide opportunity for study.

~If this suggested regulation does not provide the required remedy, well

/".,and good ; that will merely mean that some other and more adequate
provxsu‘m must be-adopted by our ]ong—suﬂ’ermg Executive Commlttee

to
McNelh of ]ohn Ollver ngh School

"V;‘F

OBITER DICTA

Y an madvertence the witty  article ‘éntitled “The Stupxd:ty -::'.:c’:,

pubhsh‘-d in the September number of The B. C. Teacher, wa( credited

Mr, MacNeill of Richmond: High School rather than td Mr Arthur V.

We apologize.
*

’,
[

j/*

OR many years Mr S' muel Northrop has been servmg British Colum- :

bxa Teachers Tederatlon in - varied . capacities, notably \as the ofﬁcxal

[Ie
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Our Magazine Table

ID we ever tell you that, through Mr. J. R. Leask, 3555 West Four-
teenth Avenue, Vancouver, 7e B. C. Teacher conducts gratuitcusly
a subscription agency, giving its readers the henefit of the agents’
discounts?  We did! Well then, don't be so shy, some of you, in taking
advantage of these special money-saving arrangements! We'll even send
you sample copies—if quucstul and our sum)hcs hold out—of the
magaziies in which you are partlcularl) interested. - And now to the real
task of this Dep'xrtment—th'lt of tryinyg to help you to find your mdgd/me
or educational journal. i
* * * * *
OMETHING new! Volume I, Number 1 of the Manitoba School
Journal ($1.00), published monthly excepting July and August by the
Department of Education.  Its format is modern without being spectac-
ular, sufficient illustritions are provided to create real eye-appeal (we
particularly like thie cover. design) its type-dress is neat’ and easy to read
~.and its siz¢ is convenient. Its main object is the most worthy one of
“‘mif\ing ail the educational forces of the province. Free space in the
journal is made available to both trustees and teachers. The most com-
plete information possible and the fullest discussion is promxsed concerning
what is proposed to be done and the reasons for doing it. Constructive
"criticism will be accepted in a spirit of good comradeship. The best of luck
“to you, Manitoba Srhool Journal. We welcome you to a specnl place. on
our table.
g * * * . * .
CHOOL “Activities never fails to be full of interesting and valu’lble
materml “No modern school neglects to give considerable attention to
‘so-called:-“extra”-curricularwork,  No teacher can be up-to-date- who
~merely serves time .in the classroom and is interested in his charges merely

-asymarks in “his record book. For  real ‘teachers like vourself School :

.

ALtz'wtws always has many new ideas such as those mentioned-in “3ome

ji:reporter for the Executive and Comultatlve Committees. From time to
~time_ he has suggested retiring in favour of some enthusiast who: is still
- employed-in teaching. - At long:last his request has been granted:and’Mr.
‘Northrop Tretires from our -Editotial Board. ~His colleagues. will always

comphmented [ERUSE EETE I : :
7—,—1 BESIDES Mr ] H Sutherland TheB C. Tcatlze; tlns month we]comes

In:Point" Grey: Junior' High' School Mr:" Skinner. deals” with’ printing- and

the maga71ne and 1ts readers el R e e

"Illustratlons of: E\tra Curncuhr Activities in an Elementary School’ or

think of him with fnendly goodwill and if Some of them sometime address-
his’ successor as- ‘Sam mstead of T3 H ” Mr Qutherhnd may feelrr

-~ to its Editorial Board Mr. William Skinner, who was already 2 member.
of. the Magazine Committee, representing the Shop Teachers’ Association. .

rt"rpography ‘and: his expert’ assxstance will cloubtles> be of specxal value tol?
: PR
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“An Experiment in Interscholastic Debating” or “A Marimby Band” or
even a little philosophizing such as “There are no mis{it children. There
are misfit courses of study, misht texthooks and mistit teachers”.  Think
it aver.
* * * * *

UEEN’S University is almost as well known to many teachers as our

own “U.B.C.” Therefore The Queei’s Reviewr ($3.00), published
by the general alumni association, is probably no stranger to readers of
The B.C.Teacher. 1 was particularly pleased with “The Disciplined
Mind” in the May issue as well as with 1eadmg about the fascinating

o Achlcvement

incidents related in “An Eclipse Expedition”, an article concerning the

great astronomical event of 1937,
* *

* *

HREE thought-provoking articles all- within a few pages of one

another, are quite a high average for any publication. Public Education -
Bulletin, Pennsylvania, sx;e::ks about “Aviation Offers Opportunities to g

Youth” whlch suggests to. my mind
that Canada will probably owe much of
her future development to the use of
aeroplanes., “A ~State Cunvention of
Students and Principals” makes me
wonder what contribution certain senior
students might make toward the solu-
tion of some of our curriculum prob-
lems, We have already turned much of
our- curriculum-making over to teachers.
The next logical step would seem to be
to turn to students themselves for
further guidance. After all, our fond
belief is that the curriculum’ exists for
them. ., The ‘third article seemed to me
very timely, “How -to Detect Propa-
~ganda”. Is it not true that we are
fooled by propaganda -chiefly because
we do not recognize it ‘when we see it?
Seven-‘common propaganda - devices dis-

cussed in The Bulletin are the following: .

The. Name Calling Device.
.. The Glittering - Generalities Device,
The Transfer-Device,
.- The Testimonial Device.
. The: Plain’ Folks* Device,
.-‘The-Card: Stacking - Device.
-7.-The Band Wagon -Davice.
It “‘may be’ fur’'td be fooled but it is
probably " safer ‘to know “the - tricks -of

\xdmug.um;-

: ,those who try to fool us.

LS R

-BEFORE leaving Pennsylvama may -

I:add that the Pennsylvania School
Journal . ($2.25).. for- June  contains . a
~ valuable contribution by-B. ‘Paul Ross
-on *Newer Methods of Marking Pupils’
- Mr."Ross:" begins - by

‘criticizing.: the ' good . old-fashioned - per-
.z-:centage 'marking plan, mentions-a-dozen

_others :including: the. M- N ‘R mark ‘of
‘Morrison,:"and : concludes “with a discus-

‘Hope

“Health!

to us”

-and.importarice, especially with reference

_reading, Other:sections of-the magazine

sion of the informal letter as a device
for reporting pupil progress.

* * * *

O me my health is probably more

important than your health, but as
the name of a magazine Your Health
($2.00), official organ of the British
Columbia Tuberculosis Society, is ap-
pealing to both of us. Too little does
the general public realize the arduous
fight being waged constantly against
the dread White Plague. Besides keep-
ing its readers informed of the Iatest
news bulletins of the war against this
scourge, this little magazine takes time
out to: boost all sections of British
Columbia™ 'by every " legitimate means.
The - June number shows on the cover
an ‘excéllent aerial view of Vancouver
and within® its pages Wells, Smithers,
and.. Quesnel obtain. _adequate
write-ups and  smaller * places have
special - ‘mention. - Here’s “to- ~ Your

*oo ik * *
GAIN - we greet ~ The Education
Gazette from New South Wales or
“down-undcr”  where! Dr. Black - swears
the people walk upside-down in relation
How perfectly ‘dizzy - of. them.
But it doesn’t:seem to affect their heads
much” because . -The = Gazette = contains
much information’ of ~general. interest

to Sqfety Educ'ltxon
* * *
HE A T. A Maga::me ($1.50) - of
-Alberta’ begins. the . year : well with

ar specnl announcement” re:study. group:
-organization and_summer. school courses

in . the “supervision - of - arithmetic . and
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treat of the larger school unit, and the
fundamental principles of sound teacher
retirement systems. The Teachers’ Help
Department  furnishes  some excellent
tests in arithmetic, spelling and vocab-
ulary.
* * * *
N my right, ladies and gentlemen,
is a 100 per cent Canadian publica-
tion which no teacher of the clementary
grades can afford to be without. This
year it has 88 pages per issue instead of
the 64 of last year. It has also increased
its hectograph section by 12 pages, mak-
ing a total of 48 pages of exercises
ready for reproduction.  Throughout
the year there will be a series of articles
on the use of Enterprise—Projects to
you. Added to this Art Appreciation
will be stressed in another section. May
we present to. you, The Canadian
Teacher.
* * * *
IN the light of recent events I found
of particular interest “European
Stresses and Distresses” in the June
issue of The Bulletin, published by the
Ontario Secondary. School Teachery’
Federation. Reading that article sug-
gested a tag-day for indigent . map-
makers! - The - Canadian .. cdition of
Understanding the Child (.50) published
four. times a year by the National Com-
mittee for Mental Hygiene, stresses, in
the -June number, the ' importance of
play “to the normal child, Although
Education Week seems far away it will
be here again before we:-know it. The
Educational Couricr, official_organ_ of
the. Ontario teachers, suggests that in
preparation for it we begin now to build
up'a file of material which later can be
~had .if desired for reference or mimeco-
graphing. - 4. Fact a Day About Canada
(.25 per annuin) published by Dominion
Bureau of Statistics, reveals in the April
‘number that the average child spent two
“more years at-school “in_ 1931 than in
1911; and that the' total cost of rearing
‘a -child until’ his*18th: birthday is $5750
“of “which 13 per cent is the cost of his
_education. R R
LT ke R
'EVERY _conscientious  teacher (of - the
social studies knows the difficulty of
finding - textbooks - which . are: modern.
“ Actually,” with“events moving as rapidly
“as’ they 'do ‘at.present, ‘there can be. no
“stich books. ~Then: why not try. the next
best thing and -supplement :the - text you

“iare ‘using | with' back . issues ~of: IWorld
5 Affairs  ($1.00) as well as subscribing at:

“ronce; to this_.excellent little -publication.

Its growth from cight to sixtcen pages
The B.C.Tcacher has watched with
keen and approving interest.

* * *

NI now for a brickbat! We proceed
to heave it in the general direction
of The Educational Review (Barnes &
Co. Ltd.; St. John, N.B.; $1.23) for
not putlting “The First Week in a New
School” in the June issuc instead of the
Septemiber.  We saw this article too late
by about 15 ycars and two weeks, but it
brought back memories. Who forgets
that first day?
* * * *
“rgHE  Relationship . Between  the
Length and the Reliability of a
Test of Rate of Reading”, “The Ocular
Conditions of 350 Poor Readers”, “Eye-
Movement Training as a Means of
Improving Reading  Ability”. These
titles are taken from the September
Journal of Educational Research (Pub-
lic Scliool Publishing Co.; Bloomington,
111.; $3.50) and should be of interest to
all teachers concerned with improving
the reading ability of their pupils. Docs
that mean you?
* * * *
GOOD check as to the value of &
magazine is to mark parts that
please or instruct, and then, when the
magazine has heen thoroughly studied,
ripple the pages and notice the relation-
ship between the marked items and those
unmarked. My copy of The School
Review (University of Chicago; 5835
Kimbark Avenue, Chicago, Ill.; $2.70)
stands up extremely well under such 2
test although the magazine itself de-
pends upon no “come hither” methods
of making itsel{ attractive.
* * * *
"E have yet to read an article in
The B.C. Teaclicr about the tech-
nique of adjusting gas-masks and this
Department -heartily hopes we never
shall; “As to the necessity of this latest
addition to the curriculum, I am not
going to argue”, says a writer in The
Scottish. Educational Journal, the official

_newspaper of the Educational Institute.

of Scotland. ~Of healthier import is a
news iterm on “Teaching by Film” which
tells  us that special shows are arranged
at ‘local “cinemas” . for. children' from
nearby schools. - : s
* * * *

RT Education and Art Appreciation

are ‘no longer subjects reserved for
specially “gifted persons. * The invention

~of colour photography = has made it

possible -for -all .of us:to" capture: beauty
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in many of its phascs merely hy pressing
a button. Yet the process is far from
automatic unless one has some under-
standing of the principles of art in-
volved.  We suggest a subscription to
School Art ($3.00) as a start in the right
direction.  Furthermore, we agree with
their advice to teachers, “Draw and the
child draws with you, talk and you talk
alone”,
* * * *

IT would be difficult to find a magazine

more crowded with real help for the
clementary teacher than The Tnstructor.
Especially of service are the many indi-
vidual copies of the cover picture pro-
vided for the monthly lesson in Art
Appreciation. A large number of . illus-
trated units of work is given—and the

saving you obtain if you subscribe
through  Mr. Lcask is not to be
sneezed at!

* * * *

HE Grade Teacher ($1.90) is akin
to The Insiructor in set-up and
objectives, yet it has quite a distinct
personality of its own. The October
number, which is already out, has many
suggestions for Hallowe’en. Beg, bor-
row or steal a copy (or even subscribe 1)
if you are short on ideas for an All
Saints celebration. :
* * * *
E offer {elicitations to the Music
Educator’s Journal ($1.15) on its
silver atniversary. Although this maga-
zine is dedicated primarily to the service
of ‘music teachers, many of its articles
-are of -great cultural” interest to the
gencral reader. With the radio so much
in operation in - the ‘average home, it
hehooves all of ‘us to use some care’ in
the: selection “of ~ musical - programmes.
Music. Educator’s Journal justly upholds
its ‘motto, < “Music for Every Child—
Every: Child for Music”: oo v oo
Rt * e *

MR. "LEASK reports that September
‘ has' been: 4 'very busy’ month,
- Many - orders have™ been. placed ' for
a'publications:'notiflistgd -below. - "This
".means some’ delay in' purchasing _the

- Supplemen

magazines as arrangements have to bhe
made with the publishers. There are
still some teachers who do not under-
stand clearly how to use this service.
Make a list of publications you desire
and forward with the st a money order
to cover the cost at the prices quoted
herewith:

Art and Craft Education, $2.70; Amer-
ican Childhood, $1.80; American Teach-
er, 75c; Asia, $3.15, or two years, $3.15;
Canadion Geographic, $2.40; Child £
cation, $2.78, and with quarterlies, $3.53;
Canadian School Journal, 65; Canadian
Teacher, $1.75; Canadian Forum, $1.15,
or two years, $1.65; Design, $2.70; Edu-
cational Screen, $1.50, or two years $2.25;
Lnglish  Journal, $3.20;  FElementary
School Journal, .75; Education Diges,
$2.35; Gymnast, 85: Grade Teacher,
$1.90, or two years, $2.75; Geographical
Muagazine (Eng.), 13s. 6d.; Instructor,
$1.80; Junior and Senior High School
Clearing House, $2.35; JTournal of Ex-
pevimental Education, $4.20; Journal of
Health and Physical Education, $2,30;
Journal of ' School Geography, $2.30;
Journal of Home Econoniics, $2.65;
La France, $240; Modern Language
Journal, $240; Magazine Digest, $1.90;
Music Teacher, $3.15; Music Educator's
Journal, $1.15; Magazine of Art, $4.00;
Nature Magazine, $2.25; National Busi-
ness  Education, $1.40; New Fra in
Home and School, $2.40; Occupations,
$2.40; Pictorial Education, $2.78,  and
with  quarterlies, $3.53; The Piano
Student, $1.65: The School, $140, or
two years, $2.00; School and Sociciy.
$5.40; Scientific American, $4.05: Schoni
Progress Magasine, 90; School Activi-
ties, $2.00; School Arts, $3.00; The
Soctal - Studies,” $2.00; School Science
and - Mathematics, $2.65; Si. Nicholas,
$2.40; Teacher's World, Jr. Ed., $3.90;
and ‘Sr. Ed., $3.90; Times Educational
s. - 3d:; IV oodworker’s

t, 16
Magazine, $1.65.
Prices “on “other magsazines quoted on

-request.  Address all communications.to

R. “Leask, 3555 West

Fourteenth
Avenue, Vancouver. ’

CANADIAN TEACHERS TOURS, 1939
- South’ Amerig:r&.,‘Wz F. B, A. Conference, Rio de Janeiro, Abu'gust.
O s i Great. Britaln . — Western Canada. . :
. U por funl partionlars write DE. E. A, BARDY, Director, -
R e I ---124 Duplex Avenue, 'roronto.,(:anad(z -
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B.C. T.F.and Kindred Associations

N.B.—~Correspondents supplying malerial for this scction of “The R.C. Teachey” are
requested to mail it to Mr. 7. H. Sutherland, 5612 Holland Street, Vancouver, B.C.

REMINDERS

1. Has your Local Association ap-
pointed its Membership Committee?

2, Has your District Council sent in
the name of the Membership Chairman?

3. Has your Local Association ap-
pointcd a_member to send in the news
for this Section?

4. Have you sent in your enrolment
form for the year 1938-19397

5. Local Associations whose constitu-
tion has not been approved by the
British Columbia Teachers’ Tederation
shonld take steps to sce that a copy of
their constitution is forwarded [lor
approval.

6. Has the new Secretary-Treasurer
received the instructions of Membership
Committee re collection of fccs, cte.?

7. Local - Associations or Unattached
Members are requested to secure the
advice of the Federation before becom-
ing involved in salary negotiations,

8. Teachers who become involved in

tewure difficultics should inmmediately
consult with the officers of their Local
Association, or with the General Secre-
tary of the Federation.
- g. Teachers .should be, at all times,
careful to live up to the terms of -any
agreement made with a Board, unless
siuch Board willingly grants permission
releasing  them. from the obligation.
Failure to do so by.even a few often
brings undescrved criticism upon . the
whole profession.

10. Fall Conventions arc requested to
make room on their agenda for dis-

_ cussion of the question.of the “pros and

cons” . concerning affiliation with the
Trades and Labor. Congress of Canada.
Notices are being sent out by the.com-
mittee in charge. ,

11.- Have .you paid your Group In-
surance premium? . ;

DIGEST OF ACTIVITIES

" SURREY ARBITRATION :

Congratulations ' are " due the Surrey
local-for the capable manner in: which
the: teachers’ ‘case was presented to the

Arbitration . Board. By . .the award,
- ‘which : was unanimous, the teachers con-
~. cerned will ‘receive increases totalling
. $5060 for 1939 with recommendation for
- a continuance of an annual increment of

.$50 for a period. of:years. Two basic
- points were made in the award:

(1) There should be some recognized
system for paying salarics;

(2) The basis for any salary system
should be experience coupled with
efficiency. All teachers received
at least $50 increase; anomalies
were removed amounting to as
much as $180 in once case. The
percentage  increase worked ont
as follows:

High Schiools .o 5.2 per cent.
Elementary Schoals .. 9.3 per cent.
Principals  coomiiees 8.9 per cent.
Manual Trainers ... 8.6 per cent.

(The High School teachers had al-
ready reccived an increase in September,
1937).

Relations between the teachers and the
trusteces are greatly improved. These
results prove the value of the new arbi-
tration clause. 1t must be used judic-
jously, however. (Any Association cn-
gaged in salary negotiations would do
well to secure a copy of Surrey’s case).
PENSIONS )

The Past President, Mr. J. N. Burnett,
as Chairman of the Federation Pensions
Committee, and the General - Secretary
appeared before the Cabinet regarding
teachers’ pensions and were given a most
sympathetic hearing. Amecundments - to
the Act will be forthcoming at the next
session of the Legislature. What ad-
justments will be contained cannot be
made public definitely until they appear
for - the first reading.” However, the
instructions of the Annual Mceting have
been observed, namely, that (1) an
actuary be -consulted; (2) that -each
teacher’s - contribution be assured  and
maintained to his own credit. Pensions
are being paid and in the meantime all
teachers. can rest. assured’ that their
interests will be safeguarded ‘to the
greatest possible extent in the “revised
‘Act. The changes must and will depend-
upon the amount of additional revenue
which can be secured for the fund,

PROVINCIAL PRINCIPALS' ASSOCIATION !
—This newly organized body no'w has
representation on the Executive Com-
mittee. :

SALARIES :

“'The Provincial Salary Committce has
been discharged with thanks. The Con-
sultative Committee has been instructed
to proceed * with preparations - for-the
implementing of the instructions of the
last Annual Meeting. . .

~
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The Trustecs’ Association wishes to
co-operate  with the British  Colunibia
Teachers' Federation and the Union of
British Columbia Municipalities in ef-
forts to have the costs of education
borne by the Province to a greater
extent than at present, thus relieving
the local School Districts from excessive
taxation on land and property.

TENURE:

The Provincial Trustees are seeking
co-operation with the Federation to sce
if some system can be agreed upon
wherehy exchange or transier may he
made for teachers whose work is satis-
factory but who are not adapted to the
community in which they are employed,
this to be done by a joint committee of
the two bodies.

The Trustees also decided overwhelm-
ingly to ask for no changes in the Tenure
regulations, The resolution asking for
power to dismiss on six months’ notice
without the privilege of appeal to the
Board .of Reference was rejected.
LENGTH oF TEACHING DAY:

The Superintendent of Education at
the request of the Federation has taken
steps to ensure that - School Boards
observe the regulation requiring that no
teacher be asked to teach an average of
more than 5 hours and 15 minutes per

-teaching day. Our. thanks arc extended

to the British Columbia Seccondary
School Teachcrs Association for their
excellent work in this regard,
ASSISTANT T0 GENERAL SFCRETARY :
The. report ‘of the committee reveals
that there is much need® for further
work to be: done by the: Federation.
However, in view of the fact that the

-finances are at present somesvhat uncer-

tain, the committee did not feel that it
could recommend  an assistant “ be ap-

pointed at this time.  In the meantime.

the committce has recommended that an
extra stenographer be. employed and the

<:Federation - Office: ‘be - further” depart-
-mentalized, " thus freeing “the General
" Secretary 'somewlhat  from some ‘neces-
sary .outme dutles so ‘that his services

may: be- made ‘more avalhblc to  Ass
ciations wishing help; - :

consists’ of . teachers ' and “trustecs

V_The report- of- this ‘committee’s findings
‘is then.made to the " fall" Board and thc
-Teachers’- Association.

Lmrmnmvs SECTION: =0 e
. The ' Executive - is ‘taking steps . to
his® body - which " has

submitted recommendations to the De-
pirtment. 1t should be noted here that
all affiliated sections of the British
Columbia. Teachers' Federation are re-
quired to approach the Department only
through the British Columbia Teachers’
Federation.

Grour INSURANCE:

Rates will probably be revised upward
11) certain groups owing fo the exper-
ience of the company which shows
heavy claims involved.

Junior Hicn Scroor CeErTIFICATES :

Lower Vancouver Island district is
interested in the possibility of a certifi-
cate whlch would enable a teacher to
teach in Junior High but not in Senior
High.

VisuaL Ais:

Muny film slides are being prepared on
topics  relevant to  British  Columbia
geography, industry, ctc. Information
can be secured from Mr. J. R. Pollock,
Vancouver School Board Offices,
SABRATICAL YEAR:

A committee is being appointed to
work for the sccuring of the Sabbatical
year,

OL1VER:

Salary ncgotiations. have resulted . suc-
cessfully here, The local kept in touch
with - the British Columbia Teachers'
Federation by mail and wire. Conse-
quently, negotiations were -carried on
with no delay; vet the General Secre-
tary did not need to leave Vancouver.,
Co-oreraTIVE BUYING OF TEXTHOOKS :

Duncan School Board has undertaken
a scheme whereby parents. are saved a
considerable sum. .~ Anyone  interested
should write to the Chairman of Mem-
bership.

BenevoLent Funp:

The  Exccutive: s consldcrmg ways

and ' means of establishing -a_ fund for

_aiding teachers who require - assistance

because of sxckncss, ctc,

VICTORIA : ;i o
Victoria’s - new schedule® is now  in

operdtlon. The teachers as an organiza-

tion were allowed no say in drawing it

up.- - The High School - teachers ‘may

~)xlr7te on-some clauses:if the Trustees

unwilling te. modify them.

Vzwcouvr_n ELEMENTARY

/ This* Associdtion “has ‘beén collecting

"mformatlon pertaining ‘to salary . scales,

etc. Some 94 leliers- have been written

to vanous parts:of ‘the world.

\NCOUVER SECONDARY: = °
" Financial reports: would seem to: mdx- :
cate -that thcre is: morc s mioney ‘in_the
country - now than cinc boam years. .,




. tary - School;
: Snowsell, Rutland High Schonl; Secre-

‘to The B.C. Teacher, Miss

OCTOBER, 1938

Page 61

Teachers apparently do not realize this
fact. The Executive of the Vancouver
Secondary School Teachers’ Association
wauld like {o sec the Federation con-
tinue its efforts for a redistribution of
educational costs. (Note: Teachers are
advised to consult the Appendix ou
pages 217-223 of the Report on School
Finance in British Columbia for the
views of the British Columbia Teachers’
Federation and  the findings of the
Commiission),

In other parts of Canada teachers
frequently rm {or public office. The
Vancouver Secondary School Teachers’
Association is investigating,

Sicx BeNerrr Funbp:

The Vancouver Sccondary - School
Teachers’ Association fund is proving
its value, Other organizations should
secure information about it. Could the
Federation institute some  modified
form? The membership problem s
greatly cased by such a plan. To enjoy
the bevefits, teachers must be members,

KELOWNA AND DISTRICT
- BRANCH, O.V.T. A.
T tha September dinner-mecting of
the. Kelowna and . District Branch
of the O, V. T A, the [ollowing exzcu-
tive was choscu by acclamation for the
year  1938-1939: President, Mr, F. T.
Marriage, Principal, Kelowna Elemen-
Vice-President, Mr. F.

tary-Treasurer;. Miss N. M. Schroeder,
Kelowna. Junior High; Representative
A. M. Gale,
Kclowm Serior High.

“Inspector - Matheson struck ‘a note

well-suited - to the first meeting of the
year when he reviewed the aims of the

new Progmmme of:: Studics, - Insisting -

on- the importance of mansier as con-

trasted with matter in teaching, and of '
*_superior living- in schools -and -in - the
teaching body, the “speaker ‘pleaded for

a'closer stucdy of the home-environment
of pupils’and for.the application of the
principles” of - mental hygiene - in_the

schoals. . He stressed  the mmortancc of =

the “schools’ task © of “evolving = “rich,

: ,many-sided' fully integrated i)erson—

+ alities”.” S
. New teachérs™ in tho distrist were
““introduced, - Mr. Hobson i3 new to"Ruft-
,hnd sts M. Smith‘to Kelowna Junior

“Ndss. . .o~ Sibley 'to.. Kelowna

N ig]
“Senior+ High: “Miss:. Powell .. to ~East.:
““Kelowna ;' Mr, L. "I Evans- to Okanagan }
“JoAllin to - Kelowna
N Dcrkson to South‘,

VANCOUVER SYMPHONY
SOCIETY

HROQUGH the reorganization of the

Vancouver Symphony Society which
is now controlled by a large Doard of
Directors, from whom several waorking
committees have been Tormed, a distinet
change i policy will he effected this
season.

Three notable Guest Conductors will
be engaged and a series of six concerts
will be given in the Orphewm Theatre,
The first one to be held on Sunday,
Octolbier 9th, will be conducted by Sir
Ernest MacMillan. To bring these con-
certs within the reach of everyone, seats
have been priced from 25¢ to $1.60 each,
per concert, and it is confidently ex-
pected that capacity houses will thereby
he enabled to listen to symphony pro-
grammes of popular appeal,

TARENT-TEACHER WEEK

HE British  Columhia = Parent-

Teacher Federation announces that
it will observe Parent-Teacher Week
from October 2nd o 9th.

In .endorsing the Week, Dr. Weir,
Minister of ITducation, said that the
schnol - and home are both  social

des, that both_are, or should bhe,

.cational institutions mpplcmcntdry in
f\mctlon yet mutually contributive to the
main objective of ~ediication, - that the
pareits need a greatar undcrstan(hn)., of
the sociological and psychological fact-
ors of education, and that teachers nced
the nmore perennal and: understanding
attitude which is to be acquired through
contacts with thc parents 'md the home.

1\/IRS J. P. LEEMING HEADS

: TRUSTEES.

T the final scssion of the: Brmsh
Columbia: School Trustees' ~Asso-

" ciation held dﬁring the closing “days ‘of

September - in--Kamloops; “Mrs.”.J. P.
Leeming of Duncan was elected Presi-
dent. nf the Association.” Mr. James
Blackwood, . Vancouver, was-named First
Vice-President ;- Mr.. Percy “E.'Géorge,’
Victoria, Sccond \71cc~Pre51dcnt -and-
Mr. G. A. Grant, Burnaby,: Sccretary,

“The:rest of the “executive consists of

Mr. B, A. - Edwards; K'xmloons, Mr.
W. T.:Sparling, Maple Ridge; Mr., Guy
Conﬁt'llﬂe, Creston Valiey; 'md Mr

Chapman,-Kelowna.. :
- The-Association, by 1e<olut10n, wnll
ask -the  Department “of . Education . to

_,mveqt:gnte the -effect of wmk eycsxght

on- exammahon resultq
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BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS’ FEDERATION
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT—]JUNE 30, 1938

SEEDS, MARTIN & CO.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Vancouver, B, C,, September 7, 1938.
British Columbia Teachers’ Federation,
Vancouver, B. C.
Gentlemen:

We present herewith your audited St'ltements of Account for the year ended
June 30, 1938.

The annexed Balance Sheet i is, in our uplmon, a full and fair Balance Sheet, and
is propcrly drawn up to exhibit a true and correct view of the affairs of the FedLr-
ation as shown by the Books.

We have received all the information and explanations we have required.

Seens, MarTin & Co,,
Chartered Accountants,

BALANCE SHEET AS AT JUNE 30, 1938

ASSETS
LIQUID:
Cash on hand and in Bank $ 6,796.39
Accounts Receivable:
Magazine $ 386.23
Insurance 54.00
General 14.26
o 454.49
Post Office Deposit 20.00
INVESTMENTS AT COST:.
$2,000.00 : P. G. E. Bonds $ 1,802.18 )
$1,000.00 B. C. Bonds 965.00 :
o : 2,857.18
Ceg el —— $10,128.06
PREPAYMENTb ‘ "
“Travelling Trust Account Gencral Secretary. i 100.00
:‘DEFERRED CHARGES:
‘Stationery: and Supnlwc - . - . ] 215.39
o Insurance ... g . 9.20
EEES » ) . . - 224.59
e ,OFFICE 'FURNITUREL ; . $ 2,800.76
i LEess—Depreciation Ll e . : 1,474.15 -
SR e e B el vl CoETT — 1,416.61
R : S $11869 26
= e 120 - LIABILITIES S '
‘ EMERGENCY FUND v ientrensien : . E— : $ 1577

~ SURPLUS ACCOUNT?:

" Balance ‘forward . ... el ' $11,950.14
Deficit . for- Year : . : o i1 7 96,65%

11,853.49
T e S T _$11,860.26
Certified-as part of our Report, : -~ - ' o
T SR A e e s Sm:ns MARTIN&CO

27" Chartered Accountants
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REVENUE ACCOUNT

REVENUE:
FCCS  rornemrreaneeemineeenans [T U FOUOHR By $15,436.75
Interest 159.44
Miscellaneous 3912
$15,635.31
- Annual Convention—Revenue ... . $ 251625
EXPENse vconerennuens 2921.88
— 405.03
$15,229.68
NET REVENUE:
Fxpense—Salaries $ 6,804.90
Travelling, General Secretary .o $ 983.21
Exccutive 2,018.59
Sundry 796.59
Fall Convention 142.57
District Councils oimmsnrscnennesiens 586.32
4,527.28
Magazine—Printing $ 3,487.29
: Salaries and Ixtra Help 13840
i Rent . 120.00
: : Sundries 167.77
i WIATTNE  oevercrrriveasemssrirsnrmssrmsemmssssssrassesscsasss 248.04
: . Honoraria 250.00
Commission 442,72
- : $ 4854.22
T.ess—Subscriptions and Advertising....ivine 4,940.40 :
- o i 86.18
' ' - $15,315.86
" Rent. .. R $ 420.00
Telegraph and telephone - 289.14
.~ Books, Stationery and Supplies © 038511
“:Postage.: Excise and Expre y 199.89
- Legal, Bond and: Audit 286.25 -~
- -'Subscriptions. and Advertising 71.05
- Miscellaneous i..:iuec.. Ceveeriueeeiann 362.29
' Depreciation—Furniture 144.50 -
. Scholarship ... ; X 50.00
British Columbia’ Secondary Teachers 230000 . =
Provincial - Elementary Teachers Teeiniti - 350.00
Board of Reference AR 16.75
Membership i i e : o 21666
= Draft Bill . errmsseneenas 377.97
“Education Week 3 SN 124.66 - e
-+ . Group . Insurance ... i iacienaenmeirsents . 4385 - X
~Printing .0 : : NEAE L 68357
Anniversary Dinner’ 3 LRI R S S 283.86 o B
L T e s e 15412.51
. * DEFICIT FOR YEAR ... " $96.65*

e *Theusm]grant from- Department of Education  for Education Week éhould:
remove. ,thi_s,__dqﬂc}tit—tP.,N{W’ PO i 5 AL :
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VANCOUVER INSTITUTE
THE programme of Vancouver Insti-

tute tor the Autumn term is con-
spicuously attractive and will no doubt
interest many teachers in the Greater
Vancouver area:

October 8th: Prof. C. . Ellis, Uni-
versity of London, “Radium and Radio-
Active Substances” (illustrated).

October 15th: Dr. G. G. Sedgewick.
Department of English, University of
British  Columbia, “In  the Beginning
Was the Word”,

October 22nd: Gen. A. G. L. Me-
Naughton, Director, Canadian Research
Council, Ottawa, “The Role of Research
in Industry” (illustrated).

October 29th: Prof.” J. A. Irving,
Department of Philosophy, University
of British Columbia, “The Philosophy
of Communism”,

November 5th: Dr. M. Y. Williams.
Department of Geology, University of
British Columbia, “Birds, Ancient and
Modern"” (illustrated).

November 12th: Prof, F. H. Soward,
Department of History, University of
British Columbia, “The Outlook in In-
ternational Affairs”,

November 19th: Sidney Smith, Esq.,
“The Safety of Lifc at Sca”,

November 26th: Dr. J. E. Morsh,
Department of Philosophy, . University
of * British Columbia, “Bootleg  Psy-
chology”.

December- 3rd: Dr. Isabel Maclnnes,
Department  of = Modern Languages,
University . of - British Columbia,” “The
German Medieval Town” (illustrated).

December* 10th: Dr. Ivor® Jennings,
Department of - Economics, University

of British .Columbia -~ “Men in - British
~Public ‘Life”, == om0 - ‘ .

The Iectutesgre free to the pirblic.
The: B: C. Electric Railway provides

i

buses at Sasamat Street, which go di-
rectly 1o the University and wait there
until the close of the lecture,

ELEMENTARY DEPARTMENT
HE  clementary  teachers of the
proviuce, particularly those in rural

schools, will he glad to hear that the
Elementary Teachers’ Department has
planned a Committee of Factual In form-
ation to aid the teachers with units of
work, projects, lesson plans,  study
exercises, ete. This committee had its
beginning with last year’s Executive at
Vernon. It will act as an agency to
receive such work from all teachers
interested, and will distribute the above
classroom helps upon request. Al this
will be available for anyone interested,
and catalogues of the work in hand will
he sent from time to time, so that the
teachers will know what the Committee
of Factual Information has on hand
for distribution, This ought to he good
news for those in ungraded schools who
have so much to do, and perhaps have
so little professional contact with their
fellow teachers.

This  department is also arranging
with the Provincial Library at Victoria
for a circulating library of professional
books. The details of this are not yet
completed, -hut we hope to have this
service for the teachers before very long.

More detailed accounts of these two
plans will be published shortly, and Miss
Dauphinee, the President, - sincerely
hopes that the council’s  activities - will
prove to be a real service to the elemen-
tary teachers.

Both . the . President, - Miss . A, T.
Dauphinee, - 590 Hamilton Street, Van-
couver, and R: Jenks, Sccretary-Treas-
urer, “P. 0. Box" 100, - Cloverdale, will

welcome correspondence f{rom teachers |

with a view “to ‘dirccting . the depart-
ment's activities for. the year.

: AMERICAN - COOKERY, 10 Number;
{ART - AND -CRAFT EDUCATION...

CHILD 'EDUCATION - with  Extras... .

CANADIAN - GEOGRAPHICAL: JOURNAL.....$3.00

. GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE - (English) ... $3.25

T " .WORLD’S ‘S
- 251 Queen- Street West, Toronto,” Canada ™.~

~ MAGAZINES BY MAIL
.. THE UNDEI‘le)s'l;EP FOR ONE YEAR: -

GRADE “TEACHER 2,50
INSTRUCTOR 2.50
NATURE ‘MAGAZINE (Amerfcan)..... $3.00
PICTORIAL EDUCATION with Extras .....$4.50
. SCHOOL - ARTS MAGAZINE. 390

.. Bubseriptions taken' for any- Magezine at . Publisher's
e UBSCRIPTION AGENCY

prices. - Write for 1ist of - additional publications,

“Telephone: AD. 2556 .
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Ramblings of Paidagogos

STUDY IN INDIGO

"I TELL you the world is going to the dogs—civilization is doomed.

Look at Europe. Look at China. Look at Vancouver. Don’t stand
there goggling your school-master innocence at me —I know. And your
schools are a disgrace—a racket manipulated for the shameless benefit of
your so-called profession. God bless my soul, sir! there’s no scholarship
left. All I.hear is a set of catchwords. In my time they didn’t vapor
about with a lot of fe-fo-fum and call it educational philosophy—they
gave children something to learn and stood over them with a good thick
stick until they learned it. That’s the kind of thing children understand
and respect. And they had real teachers in those days—men of character
and strength of mind—men who knew how to get results and got ‘em.
But now? You listen to me for five minutes and I'll show you that every-
body isn't to be caught with your soft-hoiled, modernistic cant. You
listen to me, by James! and I’ll give you a few . ...”

* * * : * *

I have just come away from harkening to these groans and impecach-
ments from the lips of a man who continually refers to himself in con-
versation as an “‘average taxpayer”. He leaves me a little dispirited. No
doubt he pays his taxes—somewhat grudgingly, I suspect. But the only
average he-can possibly represent is one that might be found among a
group of purgees ‘awaiting - liquidation. His complaints are simply too
dreadful to be true. Indeed if it ever becomes necessary to improve upon

j “the Books of Ecclesiastes and Jeremiah, he might well be nominated to
perform that melancholy office. -
He is a long, lean and infinitely lugubrious man, whose trousers flap
~ disconsolately about his thin shanks and whose voice issues in mournful
gusts. from somewhere in the lower reaches of his diaphragm. A liverish
soul, I imagine—given to protracted moods of depression and frequent
moments of despair.. He views human effort, and especially its educational
aspect, as'an excursion in lunacy, as a tangle of misconceived aims, addled
.methods and sinister results. TR :
~ .- Out- of kindness I shall call- him Theobald. This because there is a’
profusion of far more suitable names. Even I' who am no great historian
“can recall for every period of man’s history—the best equally. with the
~worst—a lachrymose assortment of ‘prophets of disaster. So he ought to

be grateful ‘for. the simple Theobald. . ER o
-:Where then are the specific lamentations of Theobald? Alas! there are
none, because specificity is not one of his prevailing characteristics. - He
goes in for undifferentiated expostulation, . for agony. in the lump.  When
closely pressed, he takes refuge in what he is pleased to describe as “the
«_trustworthy intuitions of the common man”.  And these intuitions—which
.. -are nothing more nor less than the unrecognized outcroppings of his own
*-harhazard experiencé”—bear for him the authentic marks of truth. :
- Tt is hardly surprising therefore that Theobald speaks always with'a
‘vast-assurance. - Possessed as he is of considerable information, inciden-
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tally and superficially acquired, he knows everything in general and nothing
in particular. Being devoid of exact knowledge in any field, he has no
criterion against which to measure and evaluate his ignorance. So he deals
with all sublunary phenomena as from a great height; and his judgments,
‘which for the most part are expressions of an obsolescent conditioning, are
informed by nothing more substuntial than his emotions.

* There are, of course, many areas in which Theobald is merely a bore.
His cconomic and political denunciations, his malisons upon the cynicism
- of international diplomacy, his diatribes against the sun, moon and stars—

these evoke only a good-natured if rather weary chuckle. No one scems
to be particularly definite about such matters anyway, so Theobald’s
anathemas are distinguishable from those of other men by nothing except
the intensity of their gloom. One assumes that the violence of his reactions
is implicit in the sensitiveness of his nature, that his unending show of
horror is due to the extreme delicacy of his soul. At the bare mention of
a civic or provincial leader his nostrils dilate in certain anticipation that a
whiff of graft will presently assail them. He lives as it were in chronic
prospicience of the worst, and his every today.is but a consummation of
vesterday’s forebodings. :

One could be sorry for Theobald if he were not so abominably sorry
for himself. But somehow even this tentative and hypothetical com-
passion is nullified when he turns his censorious eye upon schools and
-school-masters. . Not, mark you, that one objects to criticism—one objects
only. to the:criticism of the prejudiced and uninformed; and it is in the
" :latter category - that .the . lucubrations .of Theobald come. Being  quite
unfettered by any educational experience or insight, his case is rather like
-that of a tone-deaf man who offers a few jaundiced suggestions to Gabricl
-on, the finer points of trumpet-blowing. . :

Teachers, it would appear, are with few exceptions—which only prove
“the rule—a’set of tyrannical; boorish, and frustrated nincompoops. They
‘compare most unfavorably ‘with their predecessors of twenty-five or fifty
years'ago. - Indeed, when one per cent of the profession has been cxcepted
for purposes of emphasis (and easy calculation), the remaining ninety-nine
‘per: cent’may be divided equally into three groups—Ioafers, sadists, and
“incompetents.- ‘As-I said’at-‘the : beginning; ‘all ‘this leaves me a little
~dispirited.. .~ e e e s e e i
-+ Poor-Theobald !+ Despite  his" plausiblé ‘laudation “of the schools and
schoolmasters of the past, I have a suspicion that his own schooldays werc
“not of the happiest. "I think he must have ‘failed so dismally and suffered
“-so‘acutely in-his youth" that he has carried a strong sense of scholastic
inferiority into_his adult life. - Probably the mere. presence of a teacher is
sufficient to' reawakern the old feelings of fear and inadequacy. So he has
to’whistle to keepiup his courage : he has to kiit his brows-and-utter his
“iffiprecations in sheer'defence of his ‘dissolving manhood. -~ - S
. Either this, or his children have failed in their academic-endeavors to

ure up to a standard of “achievement that’is in keeping ‘with his.

" -assessment of their heredity,




' OCTOBER, 1938 Page 67

Art Testing in British Columbia

By C. DUDLEY GAITSKELL, Powell River, B. C.

IF one is interested in the evolution of examinations in art, a most inter-
esting story dealing with this field of activity may be found in the
annual reports of the Department of Education of this province. Here is
a tale which not only exhibits the changes which have taken place in art
examinations but also reflects eertain influences of a slowly advancing
philosophy of aesthetics.

It is not the purpose of this essay to-discuss the general evolution of
examinations in art, however interesting and instructive such a study
may be. Rather, one will turn to the most recent development in this
province in the matter of testing in art, namely, the test which at present
is used by school inspectors of the government.

The Jatest development which has been adopted here for the purpose
of testing the ability of pupils in the subject cf art is especially interesting
for the reason that it does not appear to be the outcome of a long process
of natural selection. It possesses more the marks of a mutation. As the
Grade VIII teacher of art will be aware, inspectors conduct their testing
", programme in art in the following manner: Two drawings in outline are
"shown to pupils for a givenlength of time. After observing these;outlines

closely, the pupils are asked to draw outlines from memory similar.io those
“they have seen. The test is then corrected by the inspector ‘who compares
edch child’s efforts with charts illustrating various stages of proficiency in
drawing the objects which were outlined. The drawings which receive the
highest rating, according to these charts, are those which most closely
“resemble the original outlines.  For the first time in-the history ofits
schools this province has made use of a thoroughly objective technique for
testing ability inart.. .. . ,
.. As this type of test has. been issued officially only during the last two
years, one may be justified in examining such a technique from the point
" of 'view of recent opinions in philosophy. It is a difficult task to summarize -
in a few paragraphs contemporary ‘thought in so controversial:a field as

- aesthetics. -~But -the fact -that, when ‘they consider certain fundamentals,
-agreemaent has been reached by a comparatively large number of outstand-
ng thinkers helps'to make the task somewhat lighter. R LT
~‘Philosophers from Bell to Dewey, influenced no doubt by -the former’s
*doctrine of\(Form;* seem' to accept-a fairly uniform " definition of- art.
Perhaps of alidefinitions of art that are accepted today the following might
ause the least'dissention : Art is an attempt to create pleasing form.
"The psycholy : X
aestheétic creation have received considerable attention. “Whatever contro- .
versy has occurred in this matter, it is at least generally accepted to the
point where it almost:becomes a truism that art communicates a reaction.
He.who is ‘engaged in art selects, orders,.andinterprets his percepts.. He,. -
records his reactions about what he sees or has seen in the past. It then
follows that ‘reality in‘art is reality only of the artist’s’or:would-be artist’s -+
reactions. to his percepts. . . ST i ] e N R gE

\gical processes which are involved - during “the act of .
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It will be seen from the foregoing
that the form in which the artist or
would-be artist expresses his reactions
may, by virtue of the internal process,
in most cases bears little or no resem-
blance to any external form which may
have stimulated him. Those engaged in
art feel free to depart from actuality.
In other words onec may distort. And
distortion has been general in all art,
cven frem the classic expressions in
Greek sculpture to the present- day.  If
Michael Angelo, for example, distorted
anatomy, what then is bad drawing?
Bad drawing occurs when the forms
used are drawn merely to fill gaps and
consequently prevent ‘a complete har-
mony or unity,

Finally, if art is the communication of
a recaction in pleasing form;. we shall
therefore look for a personal clement in
art work. The task.of the art tcacher
would seem to be largely that of foster-
ing originality.

To return to'the test under. discussion,
one may- well ‘ask himself whéther it is
compatible " .with . current _philosophy.
Alter making a critical appraisal of the
test, one would indeed have difficulty in
discovering how this device could -dis-
close a child’s ability t¢ create pleasing

_form, :to ‘present his - reactions - to the
things, he. experiences,~in sum . to pre-
sent’ something of - himself. The test

“undoubtedly  selects the pupils ‘who are
able 'to copy most efficiently.  But if the
abilities.. of " children -are . to he judged
under the heading “Art”, then appar-
ently other standards of judgment must
be arranged.

-+ Many-educators. are “inclined-to. adniit

:>tha_trtests given by departments of cdu-"
{cationin general - prompt.- teachers’ to:

stress certain aspeets of a subject at the
expense of other more necessary aspects,
Il one holds this opinion, one could
argue, then, that perhaps many teachers
of art who are examined under the
testing conditions described herejn may
be tempted to stress line copying. Indeed,
such an  assumption appears to he
reasonable when onc considers that the
teacher who encourages his pupils to
express themselves in the most pleasing
form they are capable of will train his
class not” to copy the external world
exactly. Logically, at lcast, such pupils
should do very badly in the test.

One is led to the question: Can a more -

successful test be devised? The answer
must be, it secems, that no objective test
can be successful in the field of art.
Perhaps one could test objectively the
clements of art work which can he
justified logically: rhythm of the line
with which forms are’ delincated, mass,
space, light and shade, and colour. Such
a test might consist only of written
answers. But these elements, when com-
bined into art work, will possess emer-
gent qualities’ which cannot be inferred
from their paris. The suggestion might
be made that as well as writing a test
on the _elements, the children - should
submit their drawings to some official
especially trained in art. After all, our
galleries are filled and our masterpicces
acclaimed on this purely subjective basis.

7~ This. latter suggestion will remind

many readers of the older types of art
examinations. " But perhaps such a pro-
cedure ‘might replace -our examinations
in art in:the general evolutionary sctting
which they: enjoyed ‘before we adopted
the attitude of “objectivity ‘at all cosis™,
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De Juventute
By Nicroras MurrAv BuTLER

An Address delivered at the Opening of the 185th Y ear
of Columbia University, September 28, 1938

PATRIPK Francis Murphy, whose wit was quite unique, used to say

that the only fault he had to find with Youth was that it comes so early
in life. His notion was that Youth would be both more mtcrestmg and
more enjoyable if it came after there had been sufficient experience of life
to increase its interest and its enjoyment. Murphy managed to carry his
own youth forward to the very end of his life. He never lost its joyous-
ness, its eagerness or its charm, its zest for play or its enthusiasm. - In
this experience of his personahtv there is a lesson for all of us.

: Youth has excited the interest and the affection of mankind from the
ve