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V X T H O E V E R and whatever'' Luke was and however he came by the 
story, he. made it great literature, Yes, something . greater than 

merely great literature. t . 
"And there were in the same country shepherds, abiding in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and 
they were sore afraid. And the p.ngel said unto them, "Fear not; for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For U'.)to you'is born this day, in the City of David, a saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger". 

Of'.course, you and I belong to ahighly educated intelligentsia and we 
know'all about folklore; we are sophisticated and perhaps a little vain 
about it ; which means (doesn't it?)' that we are wise guys. But yet . . :,! 

"And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
<hosty praising God and saying: 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, goodwill to menV • i 

j . . It is doubtlessly enlightening and still more doubtlessly comforting to 
realize that this picture of heavenly portals rolling wide to announce the 

• birth of a peasant boy is all based upon a conception of the cosmos bor­
rowed, from'.Babylonian mythology that was already ancient two thousand 
years ago. ' 

"Peace on earth,—goodwill to men". 
. Or, more accurately translated, "Peace on earth,—famorig men of 

goodwill". • • 
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A h , there's the rub. 
"Among men of goodwill". 
Folk who so believe and hope when reason falters and who so mightily 

exercise the will within them that they bring things to pass. Peacemakers, 
he children of God"; like Him, busy creating; ignorant that out of 

nothing, nothing can be made,—which any student of elementary science 
very well knows. The proposition is particularly self-evident if said in 
Latin; self-evident to a fool. Indeed, it probably provides us with as good 
an intelligence test as any by which we can find out whether or not wc 
qualify—as fools. 

"Peace on earth, among men of goodwill". 
Maybe those are not so unlucky after all, who were born long enough 

ago to be able to quote that chapter from memory . . . 
Junior, hand me the funnies, please, when you are done reading. 

E X C H A N G E T E A C H E R S 
" \7"EAR by year it is the pleasant duty of British Columbia Teachers' 

Federation to share in welcoming to this province visitors from the 
British Isles, and occasionally from elsewhere, who for the current 
academic year have exchanged places with British Columbia teachers.* 
This system of temporary transfers'is an excellent thing. 

Of some excellent things there is enough for everybody but of oppor­
tunities to share in the benefits of teacher exchange there are not enough 
to go around. 

A multitude of British Columbia teachers would dearly like to take 
advantage of such a chance to see far away scenes. They, no less than the 
fortunate minority, long to visit famous cathedrals and libraries and 
museums and theatres and legislative halls and public squares that bear 
names many of which have been familiar to them from childhood but that, 
in the ordinary course of human experience, they are unlikely ever to sec. 
They know that their lives would be enriched by the human contacts such a 
visit should involve. They are sure they could teach better if returning 
from a year abroad they were able to realize for themselves and their pupils 
a familiar trail'.leading to their own school door from places of unique 
historic or literary or political o: sociological interest across the seas. No 
matter how laborious and at first possibly somewhat unfamiliar were the 
tasks they might go to assume, the very unaccustomedness of it all they 
feel would be a tonic to body and mind. Many of our teachers are eager 
to learn at first hand how the folk of other lands are meeting their respon­
sibilities to childhood and what those entrusted with similar responsibilities 
ifrBritish Columbiascan learn from the experience of other parts of the 
world. And to make such a visit with the comforting assurance that their 
owti^'classrooms would be awaiting them on their return would render 
doubly pleasurable a year's sojourn abroad. 

Yes; it is an excellent thing and among the teachers of this province 
fitting appreciation and gratitude are duly paid to those many people in 
Canada and overseas who have developed and at present administer the 
machinery for teacher-exchanges. But, as has been pointed out in these 
columns-on former occasions, the system needs overhauling or supple­
menting. 
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Since only a few of us can go on exchange in any one year, those few 
should be selected and duly accredited as honoured and responsible repre­
sentatives of the teachers of British Columbia. Each such exchange teacher 
should go with the knowledge that he or she will be expected to report upon 
a selected phase of his or her observations and experiences abroad; and, on 
the return of our colleagues, systematic provision should be made to spread 
as broadly and effectively as possible the benefits incidental to the exchange. 

From time to time The B. C. Teacher has had the pleasure of publish­
ing papers by exchange teachers who have been our guests and by col­
leagues who are absent upon exchange or have returned from service in 
schools abroad. These contributions are much appreciated. More are 
wanted. Such an article appears elsewhere in this issue, contributed, at 
the editor's request, by Miss Susanne Jackson, who spent the academic 
year of 1937-1938 as exchange teacher in England. 

In many cases groups of the stay-at-homes hear useful verbal reports 
and have opportunity to ask the questions which such reports are likely to 
suggest. But everything involved in the relations that do or should obtain 
between exchange teachers and the general teaching body is entirely too 
undefined, haphazard, uncertain, unofficial, casual, unorganized. Conse­

quently exchange teachers are themselves placed in an embarrassing posi­
tion and their colleagues are not given adequate opportunity to reap the 
advantage of vicarious contacts with institutions, qustoms, conditions and 
personalities in other lands. 

The existing scheme has other manifest deficiencies upon which our 
space does not permit elaboration in this editorial. There is obvious room 
for more frequent exchanges between the Canadian provinces and with 
teachers outside the British Commonwealth of Nations as well as with 
teachers in various British Dominions with which our present contacts 
are inadequate. • 

The B. C. Teacher hopes that at an^early meeting of the Executive 
Committee of this Federation a special committee will be set up to explore 
the situation and to suggest remedies, and that, when these are agreed upon, 
prompt and vigorous action will put them int perfect. 

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E C O U R S E S . 
rTyHE B. C. Teacher is committed to the opinion tha{\education by corres-

pondence provides a means for substantial equalization of educational 
opportunities in the differing and widely scattered communities of'British 
Columbia and for the relief of many teachers from burdens too heavy'to be 
borne unnecessarily. In the very near future, as we remarked in a Sep­
tember editorial, every school in the land will be able to offer expert 
instruction in practically every subject that is taught in any other school, 
however large and generously supported. Already, in the schools of British 
Columbia, as elsewhere, there is increasing intramural use of supervised 
correspondence courses. In the early future we hope to supply our readers 
with up-to-date information as to developments in British Columbia in the 
matter of instruction by mail. 
"- 1 The enormous number and variety of correspondence courses already 
offered on this continent alone—and excellent work in correspondence 
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education has been done outside America—is not generally realized. The 
W . P. A . Correspondence Study Department Extension Service, at the 
University of Michigan, has assembled in a single document the names of 
all correspondence courses and of American universities offering them. The 
report does not cover the work of private correspondence schools or of state 
educational departments, nor does it include any data on correspondence 
courses in Canada. Apart from these particular fields, however, the report 
is bulky and impressive enough. It consists of thirty-four pages of single-
spaced mimeographed material, in which all words capable of abbreviation 
are abbreviated. The correspondence courses named include 689 different 
titles. A few of these courses are offered by but a single university; most 
of them are offered by many universities; many of them are offered by 
from twenty to forty different universities; one by as many as forty-seven 
distinct institutions. 

To date the efficiency of education by mail has doubtless suffered by 
conspicuous lack of co-operation and equally conspicuous overlapping. 
These and other defects will be remedied the sooner if the teaching body 
as a whole manifests an intelligent interest in the possibilities of corres­
pondence instruction. 

F R A T E R N A L L Y Y O U R S , I N A P I C K W I C K I A N S E N S E , 
O F C O U R S E 

T J R I T I S H Columbia Teachers' Federation is yearly growing more useful, 
yearly attaining more nearly to the ideal of a professional body repre­

senting and including the teachers of this great province. 
But it is still far from being the brotherhood that, in the opinion, of 

the Editor of this journal, a teachers' federation ought to be. 
•; A colleague dies. The Pensions Act, which the Federation has secured, 

provides his widow with at least something. Whether lit is enough or not 
we don't know. Whether the fatherless children netdtlie unostentatious 
oversight and invisible friendly. guidance which their father's colleagues 
might supply, we do not know. What arrangements are to be made to 
render possible to these children an education comparable to that achieved' 
by their father, we do not know. 

Of course, everybody ought to be protected by life insurance and by 
accident and sick benefit insurance of one sort or another. But in spite of 
the patient efforts of Mr . Heaslip and M r . Alsbury and other such apostles 
or exponents of rational protective policies, only a small minority of the 
teachers of British Columbia are so protected. 

Presently catastrophe strikes. It is not death this time, but a teacher 
is missing some fine day. A week elapses. Sympathetic messages are sent 
to some sickroom or hospital word. A few weeks, and the School Board's 
legal responsibilities are at an end. Presently it is realized that, for a matter 
of months at all events, the teacher has ceased to be an earner. 

Meantime he has to live, if he can. The rent has to be paid. The 
butcher and baker and candlestick maker cannot continue their services 
gratuitously. 

And the betting is dollars to doughnuts that (unless merely as unor-
ganized individuals) we do nothing about it. *' 
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Membership in our Federation will some day mean membership in a 
true fraternity, equipped for mutual burden bearing. 

Meantime, what about that chap on your staff or on the same staff as 
the writer of this editorial, who may be off work for six months or a year? 
The Federation is not as yet organized and equipped to deal satisfactorily 
with such a case. Does that mean that nobody has any moral responsibility 
in the matter?. 

The damnable smell of charity need not affect our policies. If we each 
contribute a dollar or so a month,—or whatever our share seems to be— 
the burden need cripple no one and a friend may be saved from mortgaging 
his future and from, in this present, thinking himself alone and forgotten. 
If and when our own turn comes to share in financial benefits which, in 
more fortunate circumstances, we merely helped to confer, let us accept as 
generously as formerly we gave.. 

The constitutional changes involved in the transformation of our 
Federation into a brotherhood will require much time and mature 
discussion. The establishment of fraternal relations within the staff of a 
single school system or of a single big school awaits only the willingness of 
the relatively small group that is immediately concerned. ' . 

O B I T E R D I C T A 

" \ ^7 " E desire to call the special attention of our readers to the letter of 
Mr . J . J ; Kerr, Executive Secretary of British Columbia Tuberculosis 

Society. Whatever the teachers of British Colunibia can do to help in the 
battle against tuberculosis should obviously.be done. If we can do nothing 
more at present than buy Christmas Seals, by all means let us buy Christ-

. mas Seals, and thus help provide funds to fight the plague. It is probably 
true that more of us should be regular subscribers to Your Health, the 
organ of British Columbia Tuberculosis Society. The proper governmental 
authorities might well consider the wisdom of having this excellent little 
journal sent monthly to every school in the province. Such a proposal was 
advanced some years ago, we believe, and it is due for reconsideration. 

' * * * * * 

rf"^NCE again, and very shamefacedly, we are about to celebrate the birth 
of the Prince of Peace. If among men and women of goodwill there 

are enough whose sense of humiliation is adequate, 1939 may have better 
things in store for the world than 1938 has seen revealed. Out of that 
hope which "springs eternal", The B. C.Teaciier conjures up good wishes 
for its readers and for the world at large something that refuses to be 
despair. 

I^ O N T R I B T J T O R S are earnestly requested to insert their names and 
^ addresses below the title of any article submitted for publication in 
The B.C.Teacher. It happens on occasion that an article gets separated 
from its covering letter and it is then difficult and sometimes impossible to 
identify the author. 

http://obviously.be
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Our Magazine Table 
IN spite of its plain exterior School 

Science and Mathematics always re­
pays examination. Last month for ex­
ample a questionnaire was given on thc 
teaching of science in the elementary 
grades. You were asked to check your 
opinion and next month compare your 
answers with the responses of fifty-
one well known educators. 1 liked the 
dramatization of A Night in 1838, 
laughed at Prehistoric Mathematics? 
and smiled for some reason at another 
title, namely, What the Science Teacher 
Should Know. 

* * * * 

IN front of me is a little magazine of 
twenty-five pages packed with valu­

able information of general interest to 
all teachers. Read the Educational Re­
search Bulletin, (Bureau of Education 
Research, Ohio State University) for 
September. 

. * * * * 
ANOTHER publication which wastes 

no time in coming to the point is 
the Curriculum Journal (Geo. Peabody 
College, Nashville, Tenn.; $2.80). In 
my opinion "Our Progressing Educa­
tion" and "Combining English and 
Social Studies", are two outstanding con­
tributions found in the October number. 

* . , - . ' . • * • • . . - • • * * 

CONSUMER education is rapidly com­
manding increased attention and it 

is about time too, in order to combat the 
predatory wiles of certain high pressure 
salesmen' we all know. Read about 
"Courses in Consumption'' in The 
Schiil Review, (University of Chicago, 
5835 Kimbark Ave., Chicago, III.; $2.70) 
for October and let us hear concerning 
your reactions. 

TH E Washington Education Journal, 
(707 Lowman Bldg., Seattle; 

$1.50) makes no attempt to hide the fact 
that it is a "house organ" of the Wash­
ington Education Association published 
primarily to inform the membership'of 
the program, progress and problems of 
the association. But in spite of this cold­
blooded assurance we in British Colum­
bia still find plenty to interest us in your 
magazine, so what are you going to do 
about it, Mr. Marsh? 

- . » : ••• 

FROM "Canada and War in Europe" 
to "Surrealism in Toronto" is a 

far call, but Thc Canadian Forum 

managed in October to squeeze both 
articles within one cover. The first con­
tribution concludes with a decision that 
we should stay out of any European 
war. The second article asks how far 
the surrealists can go in their apocalyp­
tic attempt to make the human mind 
create a new heaven and a new earth! 

* * * * 

TH E opening of the hunting season 
is as good a time as any other to 

bring to your attention Our Dumb Ani­
mals, (46 Central St., Norwood, Mass.; 
$1.00). The more I sec of this magazine 
the more I like it. It is not maudlin but 
sincere in a real effort to prevent undue 
suffering. Everybody probably has longed 
to use a gun but there usually comes a 
time when he suddenly realizes that it 
takes much more skill and sometimes 
plenty more courage to take a good pic­
ture than to kill at a distance. 

* * * + 

TO me the most interesting pages in 
Thc Nczv York Teacher, (The 

Teachers' Union, Local 5, 114 E. 16th 
St., New York, N.Y.; $1.00) are the 
section devoted to the theatre. Perhaps 
for you the section on hooks will prove 
of more appeal. Other teachers may find 
of major concern in this magazine the 
emphasis placed on Unionism. All cannot 
fail to find general articles well worth 
reading. For example, the Short Story 
is generally good. 

' * » * * 

ARE teachers ever guilty of playing 
with a yo-yo or doing cross-word 

puzzles? If so perhaps we can inveigle a 
few more of you to subscribe to or at 
least examine The Journal of Geography 
(450-454 Alinaip St., Mcnasha, Wis.; 
$2.50), because in the September issue 
there is the cutest little vertical and hor­
izontal criss-cross under thc caption of 
"The C's of Latin American Commerce". 
For the more sedate there is "The Guay­
aquil Lowland"-and for the middle sixty 
per cent (you and me both) there is the 
neat little discussion on "Diagnosing 
Children's Ability to Use M s" and the 
really important article on "Natural 
Significance of Soil Conservation". 

* * » * 

GAN you write Limusicks? First of 
all what are Limusicks? For the 

answer wc refer you to The Young 
Musician." (58 Berncrs St., London, Wl, 
7s, post free), a magazine for all young 
students who love and make music. This 
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little publication is lull of many merry 
tunes, both words and music. In it the 
learning of good music is made a fas­
cinating game. I particularly liked the 
style in which the story of William 
Tell was presented and the human in­
terest approach to the lives of certain 
composers. Imagine a Mozart cross­
word puzzle! And you should see the 
words and music of "Tomahawk Joe" in 
the section called "Sing a Song of 
Canada"! 

* * * « 

IT is almost too late, but not quite, for 
for you to subscribe before Christ­

mas, for yourself or for 'a friend, to 
some magazine mentioned in these 
columns. If you have any Scottish 
tendencies you will appreciate our sug­
gestion that by subscribing through 
Mr. J . R. Leask, 3555 West Fourteenth 
Avenue, Vancouver, you will be saved 
many perspiring shekels. This B. C. 
Teacher subscription agency is conducted 
on a non-profit basis. 

.* .* * * 

WE are pleased to receive Vol. 1, 
No. 2, of The Manitoba School 

Journal (463 St... Mary Road, Winnipeg, 
$1.00), which goes to every teacher and 
school board in Manitoba. To all our 
own teachers wc commend Dr. Dickie's 
article entitled "Enterprise Education". 
The series, "Manitoba and Her Re­
sources", is also very valuable. Another 
series, "Needs of Developing .Personal­
ities", should be read by parents as well 
as teachers. We think your proportion 
of pictures to textual matter is about 
right. Good luck, M.S.J.! 

» • * * * 

LI K E the echo of a bugle, educa­
tional notes arc still reverberating 

through the pages of teachers' maga-
: zincs about the first meeting of the 

International Conference on Correspon­
dence Education held at Victoria during 
last August. The November issue of 

v The School features this meeting in its 
section devoted to'British Columbia. Of 
interest to teachers of French will be 
"L'Etude des Langucs Modcrncs, en 
France" by (Jean Simon. Other teach­
ers might try translating the article as 
am exercise in one of the two official 
languages of Canada.. "Some Observa­
tions Regarding Departmental Examin­
ations" is profusely illustrated with 
graphs to demonstrate that the recom­
mendation ..system is sounder than the 
single examination. 

' • " • , : • " " * . ' ? • " • " V f c ' * ' " ' - - V - r - r " 

ME R E L Y thumbing over the. forty-
seven pages of hectograph work in 

The Canadian Teacher makes my fingers 
fairly itch to get hold of a jelly-pad 
again and play with some of the picture 
pages much as Father is said to buy 
junior a train in order to play with it 
himself. In the old days how we used 
to have to smudge around and ruin 
books in order to obtain a few dozen 
doubtful copies of whatever we wanted. 
But why should I effuse further about 
a publication to which all you teachers 
of elementary schools have subscribed 
long ago! 

* * * * 
"T UNDERSTANDING the Child" 

V (HI St. George St., Toronto, 
Ont.; 50c), for October deals mainly 
with mental hygiene in the first grade. 
Primary teachers could do worse than 
have this little publication beside them 
on their desks for handy reference. 

* * * * 

WE congratulate: Mr. Weston, Art 
Master, Provincial Noimal School, 

Vancouver, on "A Teacher's Manual of 
Drawing" (Thos. Nelson & ..Sons; 
$1.75). We saw this book advertised in 
The Educational Review (80 Pitt Street, 
St. John, N . B . ; $1.25). 

* * . * * 
FR O M New South Wales comes The 

Education Gazette with helpful 
"Electrical Safety Precautions" and in­
teresting news from "down under". The 
"Library of Films Available for Use in 
Schools" nearly alvvays lists many films 
pertaining to Canada such as "Unlock­
ing Canada's Treasure Trove", "Big 
Timber", "Saga of the Silver Horde", 
and "After Fifty Years" (story of the 
rise of Vancouver). I wonder if we 
display the same enthusiasm over New 
South Wales? 

A R E you looking around for a good 
map showing German minorities in 

Europe? Subscribe to World Affairs 
(224 Bloor St. West, Toronto; $1.00), 
that excellent little publication on cur­
rent events for Canadian schools. No 
space to speak of is allotted to adver­
tisements so you get more than your 
money's worth of information compiled 
in a succinct manner. 

"-' -V f .\v. : . *.; . . . : . : ' ' ' , : . * " * : : 

IN "An Approach to English Litera­
ture", Mr. Jones of the University of 

Alberta decries the fact that modern 
children have lost contact, through the 
neglect of Greek and Latin; with the 
rich literature of ancient civilization. 
"The Port of Vancouver" is the subject 
discussed by a Mr. McDougall. Some 
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neat criticism of i modern education is 
voiced in an article entitled "A Dream". 
Read The A. T. A. Magazine" (Imperial 
Bank Bldg., Edmonton; $1.50) tor fur­
ther information. 

* * * * 

TH E official publication of the De­
troit Teachers' Association, a news­

paper called Detroit Educational News, 
this month stresses visual and radio 
education and contains a statement by a 
state superintendent urging "abandon­
ment of the ancient method of textbook 
instruction". 

* * * * 

TO prevent or cure the deadly bite of 
"jitterbug" why not try out "The 

Social Dance Class—a Laboratory for 
Acquiring Social Ease"? Why should 
letters and monograms nearly always 
stand for achievement in athletics only? 
Excellence in other lines besides phy­
sical ability should certainly be recog­
nized. • See School Activities for a full 
discussion. Another interesting article 
is "The Rising Tide of School Journal­
ism". Tucked away in the section 
called "How We Do It" we came upon 
a contribution by Mr. W. Gilmore Clark, 
Silverdale, B. C„ Canada, entitled "A 
Song Folio". Good work, Gil ! 

. * - * * * 

MA R I O N E T T E S , a pageant,. card­
board mattress box stage settings, 

mardi gras masks, the Chinese shadow 
theatre all find adequate description and 
illustration in the November number of 
School Art. Instruction is even given in 
constructing a diorama and in drawing 
farmyard creatures. If you haven't this 
magazine at hand to help you with your 
Christmas concert don't say "Our 
Magazine Table" hasn't, lauded the many 
merits of School Arts many times 
before.. The October issue had two 
pages of Haida Indian, Dance Masks 
•and Totem Poles drawn by Mr. Jacks 
Hamilton, principal of the Sir William 
Van Home School, Vancouver, B.C.,' 
Canada. Did you see them? 

. * * • * , 

WH A T are the "Earmarks of a 
Good Teacher"? We all have our 

theories. Jot'down your list and then 
check it against what Lester K . Ade of 
Harrisburg has to say in the Pennsyl­
vania School Journal (400 North Third 
St., Harrisburg, Pa.; $2.25). While in 
the United States, we stop to admire the 
new technique employed by- Public 
Education — Pennsylvania (Education 
Bldg., Harrisburg), to carry its message 
to its readers. Instead of ordinary. 

wordy descriptions, hundreds of excel­
lent pictures fill up the entire space on 
almost every page. Wc arc quite used 
to this camera method of catching the 
eye as employed by many pictorial 
magazines but this is the first real 
example we have met of its educational 
practise on such a large scale. This 
department hastens to compliment Pub­
lic Education on a very striking and, we 
hope, a successful innovation. 

* * * * 

T HE Seattle Grade Teacher (547-
549 Henry Bldg., Seattle; 75c), is 

a homey little magazine with a distinc­
tive personality of its own. Though 
somewhat too local in its range for 
"Our Magazine Table" for us to advo­
cate wholesale subscriptions to it by Brit­
ish Columbia teachers, nevertheless we 
are always pleased when this neat' little 
publication drops in fop\a. chat with us. 
Thanks for calling on us, and be sure to~ 
come again, good neighbour.' 

* * * * 

TR Y this experiment: Close your 
eyes, cover them with your hands, 

and then observe what a gorgeous dis­
play of colour in action you see. So 
writes Carl E . Seashore in an article on 
"Colour Music". It probably won't be 
long now before we shall view practical 
demonstrations of colour music on the 
talking screen, or buy radios equipped to 
react in colour to the music being tuned 
in at any one time! Do you or don't 
you approve of the use of Rossini's 
"William Tell Overture" as a musical 
background for the Walt Disney car­
toon, "The Moose Hunters", There is 
quite a lengthy pro and con discussion 
on the subject in the October Music 
Educators' Journal. 

I F O U N D a very helpful article on. 
workbooks in arithmetic in the 

October issue of Journal of Educational 
Research- (Public School-Publishing Co., • 
Blobmington, 111.; $3:50). ' ' 
".a--. * - v. * .-'• •';•' * .. <;--. 

ON E of the. best values a primary 
teacher can obtain for her money 

is a subscription through-Mr. Leask to 
The Instructor. The book (it is more 
than a magazine) fairly bulges with 
valuable and interesting schoolroom 
activities for elementary teachers. 

' T y H I S department : cordially invites 
-B- any teacher who his found certain 

magazines of real service^ to himself or 
herself to write in and tell us about" 
them. It is the' least one can do in 
fairness to the magazine concerned. 
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B.C.T.F. and Kindred Associations 
N E W S ARISING O U T O F /-' 

C O N S U L T A T I V E C O M M I T T E E 
M E E T I N G , D E C E M B E R 3rd 

S TUDY Group: The P . T . A . , the 
British Columbia Trustees' Associa­

tion and the British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation have established a joint study 
group for thc discussion of problems of 
common interest. The group has been 
functioning successfully for some time.-
At the present time it is proposed that 
the group investigate the question of thc 
effect of the longer school day on 
younger children who have to depend on 
buses for transportation. 

Executwe Meeting: The British Col­
umbia Teachers' Federation executive 
will meet on December 22nd. 

Length of Junior High School Day. 
A committee of six (two from thc Pro­
vincial Elementary Association, two 
from the Provincial Secondary, and two 
from the Provincial Principals) has been 
appointed to investigate the merits arid 
demerits of the length of the present 
•Junior High School day. 
:•>Educational Finance: A committee 
consisting of Mr. J . M . Thomas, the 
President, Mr. H . Charlesworth, the 
General Secretary, Mr. Heyward, the 
chairman of the Fraser Valley District 
Council,, and Mr. J. H . Sutherland, _thc 
Vice-President, has been named for the • 
purpose of formulating- a definite policy 
on the question of Educational Finance. 
The committee* is' asking all affiliated 
associations, to discuss this matter 
thoroughly and to submit their recom-

• rmendations to thc committee. The com­
mittee urges all interested bodies (and 
all bodies should be interested in this 
important problem) to place this ques-" 
tion on. their agenda at once so that' 
when the committee's report is drawn 
up, all will;have had an opportunity of-
presenting their views. 
: The Consultative Committee \ has ac­
cepted the suggestion that Appendix ;II: 
(Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4(d)) of the King 
Report might serve as a good basis of 
discussion. These sections deal with: . 

1. The Distribution o f the Burden of 
.School Finance. 

2. New Sources of Revenue. 
3. Centralization or Decentralization 

of Financial Control. 
'4(d). Provincial Schedules of Salaries. 
It should be noted, as an added source 

of interest, that the matter of salaries is 
closely bound up with this whole ques­
tion. 

Copies of the relevant parts of Appen­
dix II are being sent lo all associations 
and to District Councils. 

Salaries: The case for minimum basic 
schedules is continually being pressed 
before the Department of Education. 
The President, Vice-President and Gen­
eral Secretary have been instructed to 
endeavour to find new ways of pressing 
home the need for such schedules. Fur­
thermore, the need for the recognition 
of regular salary increments in all areas 
is to be emphasized. The report of the 
Surrey Arbitration Board stressed the 
value of a regular system of salaries. 

Once again it should be emphasized 
that this problem is intimately connected 
with the question of securing more 
revenue for educational purposes. 

Minutes of Consultative Committee 
Meetings: It has been agreed that fuller 
reports of thc meetings of this • body-
should be sent to Executive members. 

N E W S F R O M F E D E R A T I O N 
H E A D Q U A R T E R S 

The purpose of this section of the 
magazine is to stimulate interest and 
activity in the work of ihe B.C. Teach­
ers' Federation and its affiliated As­
sociations. Each Association has been 
asked to appoint a member whose re­
sponsibility it is to keep.us informed as.; 
to what is being done. We have heard 
from only a few. '•>• . 

I f all would coroperatc, we are sure 
that ideas would. be forthcoming which 
would help the officers of the various 
associations to vitalize their work. 

How about it Revelstoke, Nelson, 
Comox, Penticton and Prince Rupert? 
We want to hear from you. Your 
criticisms and all will be published in 
this section as long as they are intend­
ed for the purpose of improving our 
organizations. 

The Federation would also like to see 
all the District Councils throughout the 
Province assuming a vital role within 
the framework of our organization. 
Why not use this section of the maga­
zine to exchange opinions and ex­
periences. • ••• 

REMINDERS 
British Columbia Teachers' Federa­
tion fees are due on or before De­
cember 31st. 

2.. Has your Association considered the 
British Columbia Teachers' Federa­
tion report on the "Larger Admin­
istrative Area?" • • 
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3. Is the resolution pertaining to the 
proposed change in the British Col­
umbia Teachers' Federation Con­
stitution on the agenda of your 
Association? 

4. A H Local Associations have been 
asked to send to the Membership 
Committee the total number of 
teachers eligible for membership in 
the British Columbia Teachers' Fed­
eration in their respective areas. 
Have you complied with the re­
quest? 
The other associations are asked to 
send in this information as soon as 
possible. 

5. Local Associations are urged to in­
vite Executive members to come to 
their meetings to discuss the work 
of the British', Columbia Teachers' 

Federation wherever possible. 
There follows a list of British Col­

umbia Teachers' Federation Executive 
members, outside of Greater Vancouver. 
Invite them to talk over problems with 
you. 
Mr. Win. H . Gurncy ....Kamloops 
Mr. Harry Hayward White Rock 
Mr. A . L . McPhee Fernie 
Mr. A . M . Hurst Revelstoke 
Mr. F . L . Irwin Nelson 
Mr. D. B. Turner New Westminster 
Mr. Denis C. Smith....South Fort George 
Mr. J . S. Wilson ...Prince Rupert 
Mr. F . T . Marriage Kelowna 
Mr. H . E . Blanchard Duncan 
Mr. C. T . Rendle •_• : Courtenay 
Mr. Wm. McMichael... Victoria 
Mr. W. J . Logic. .....Kelowna 
Miss Hilda Cryderman... Vernon. 
Mr. Robert Jenks Clovcrdale 
Mr. B. Thorsteinsson........Powell River 
Mr. H . W. Creelman...- Victoria 

Mission Salaries: The Mission As­
sociation has succeeded in negotiating a 
salary schedule acceptable to both teach­
ers and: School Board. 

Larger Administrative Area: The en­
tire province of Alberta has been ten­
tatively re-distributed so that when 
the work of re-organization has been 

• completed there will be approximately 
fifty Divisions. The twenty-two divi­
sions already organized contain four­
teen hundred and ninety-one school 
districts. :' 

Sick-Benefit Fund: In the Novem­
ber issue of The B. C. Teacher; Mr. 

: T . T . Alsbury explained the V.S.S.T.A. 
Sick-Benefit Fund -and, discussed the 

^possibility of some similar fund for the 
B.C. Teachers' Federation. If mem­

bers are interested, they should see 
either that a resolution is forwarded 
to the B. C. Teachers' Federation Ex­
ecutive asking for action on the matter 
or that Executive members are instruct­
ed to bring the question before the next 
Executive meeting. 

Victoria: Arbitration proceedings are 
being carried forward by the High 
School teachers. 

Revelstoke: Arbitration proceedings 
are being carried forward. 

Salmon Arm: The Membership Com­
mittee last month suggested the forma­
tion of a local association in Salmon 
Arm. Is there no Federation member 
prepared to undertake this task? Any­
one who will do this will receive our 
full co-operation. 

Bridge River: Bridge River teachers 
would derive great advantage from hav­
ing a local association in their area. 
We repeat our invitation of last month 
and assure the full co-operation of the 
Membership Committee. 

Co-Opcrati<ve Purchase of Text-
Books: There is a report from the 
Duncan Consolidated School Board. If 
there are any other plans of this kind 
please send them to us. The report ap­
pears under the section: NEWS, PER­
SONAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 

District Councils: At the next Ex­
ecutive meeting thc Finance Committee 
is bringing in for discussion a recom­
mendation that each Association be as­
sessed ten cents per member by the 
District Council to help finance-District 
Council meetings. At the present time 
the Federation meets the expenses of 
two meetings a year. Under the pro­
posed change the Federation would pay 
the difference between the total cost of 
the meetings and the amount contribut­
ed by thc local associations. ' Executive 
members arc asked to be prepared to 
discuss the recommendation. 

Peace River: In the Peace River Area 
the Teachers' Association is mimeo­
graphing a monthly bulletin which is: 
sent out to thc teachers along with their 
cheques. Other areas might find this a 
worthwhile manner of developing in­
terest in their Association. There are 
plenty of problems which might be dis­
cussed in such a bulletin, problems not 
only of general interest but also of 
particular interest to the teachers in the 
area concerned. 

Fraser Valley District Council: This 
Organization has undertaken to see that 
Fraser Valley teachers have a full op-
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portunity to become familiar with the 
question of affiliation with thc Trades 
and Labour Congress of Canada and 
with the problems involved in secur­
ing a solution to the question of Edu­
cational Finance. 

Science Section of Secondary Scltuol 
Teachers' Association of the Lower 
Mainland: At a dinner meeting of this 
Association on November 15th, Dr. J . 
Allen Harris spoke on "Recent Develop­
ments in the Field of Cellulose Chem­
istry". The officers for 1938-1939 are: 

President: Mr. W. Reid, Lord Byng 
High School, Vancouver. 

Secretary-: Mr. E . R. Ballard, Lord 
Byng ; High School, Vancouver. 

P L E A S U R E A N D E D U C A T I O N 
. . T H R O U G H W . F . E . A . 

TH E summer cruise to South Amer­
ica via the Holland-America S.S. 

Rotterdam, which has been arranged in 
connection with the Eighth Biennial 
Conference,- ~{ the World Federation of 
Education '-rissociations at Rio de 
Janeiro, August 6-11, 1939, is attracting 
keen and widespread interest. The Rot-: 
terdam is a large ship of 24,150 tons, 
and is especially adapted for long dis­
tance cruising on account of her steadi­
ness and unusually comfortable accom­
modations, , both cabins and assembly 
rooms. 

Leaving New York on Wednesday, 
July 5th, the tour party will stop at 14 
ports of call and shore excursions will 
be provided at each of these ports. 
These side trips will not only make a 
delightful break in the journey from 
time to time, but as the itinerary in.each 
case has been planned by travel experts, 
these little journeys will be of great 
value . in acquainting teachers with 
characteristic features of South Amer­
ican life, customs and scenery.' It is 
altogether probable that local authorities 
and groups will provide receptions in 

;-each of these centres or, at least, in the 
major'cities. 
- ; Only a great conference, such as the 

W: F. E . A . - meeting at Rio, would war­
rant the chartering of a first-class liner 
for such a cruise. Not only will the 
rates be moderate, but the whole ship is 
to be treated as one-class, so that all 
passengers will have the full run of the 
ship.: Rates will, of course, vary accord­
ing to cabin:\Iocation. 

South America has special attractions 
for.: Canadian: and American teachers. 
There are scenic features of unusual 
charm-.:and -manners ' of nlife' of many 

unfamiliar types, and there is, too, a 
romance of history which throws a 
glamour about this southern hemisphere. 
Very few of our teachers have ever had 
the opportunity of visiting any South 
American countries and in view of the 
world situation today, it is of high 
importance that teachers and others who 
have responsibility in forming public 
opinion should acquaint themselves at 
first-hand with our southern neighbours. 

The response so far to the announce­
ments through the public press and our 
teachers' journals has been very grati­
fying and indications are that there will 
be a very large attendance of teachers 
from Canada and the United States. 
Such a cruise offers an unusual com­
bination of pleasure and education, 
delightfully blended, and providing one 
of the outstanding experiences oi a 
lifetime. 

E L E M E N T A R Y D E P A R T M E N T 

IN the November issue of The B.C. 
Teacher there appeared, under thc 

heading "Committee on Factual Infor­
mation" (Elementary' Department) page 
111, a list of helps available from the 
committee. The committee would be 
pleased to receive suggestions from 
teachers and asks specifically whether 
they wish to be supplied with any of thc 
following: . 

1. Suggestions for seat-work which 
• - - would-^assist-primary grade'-pupils 

in learning reading, language, or 
arithmetic; 

2. Suggestions for seat-work -Which 
would assist them in gaining in­
formation for themselves in such 
subjects as science or health; 

3. Number tests; 
4. Samples of printing to show what 

an average child can do at the end 
of a certain period of time; 

5. Suggestions with regard to what 
pupils might do in working out a 
junior unit of study. 

Anyone interested is asked to write to 
Miss Dauphinee, Board of School 
Trustees, 590 Hamilton Street, Van­
couver, B. C . 

D. GESTETNER 
(CANADA) LTD. 

Manufacturers of 
•. World's Premier:• Buplloator 

680 S E Y M O T J K S T . , V A H O O t T Y E B 
Phone :Sey. 6880 
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C. T. F. Report on Salary Schedules 

AM O N G the Special Reports pre­
sented at the 1938 conference last 

summer, one which attracted particular 
attention was that on Salary Schedules, 
prepared by a Committee of Saskatche­
wan Teachers headed by Mr. F. R. 
Bolton. It is a 35-page report, with 
tables and graphs, and contains much 
valuable information for anyone who is 
interested in this matter of Salary 
Schedules. 

i The Foreword explains that it was 
prepared because of insistent demands 
from teachers in Saskatchewan tor a 
provincial salary schedule, sponsored by 
the Saskatchewan Teachers' Federation. 
It points out that: 

"In its investigation the committee has 
kept chiefly in mind the plight of the 
rural and small town teacher. The rural 
teacher has remained, and will continue 
to remain until something really posi­
tive and constructive has been done 
about it, the Cinderella of the teaching 
profession. An improvement in the 
economic position of our teachers will 
be an important advance towards the 
final objective of our school system: 
the education of our boys and girls: who 
trudge hopefully.- and expectantly to 
school". 

It states that the purposes of the 
investigation were four: 

1. To study conditions as they at 
present exist within the teaching 
profession, and also external con­
ditions which affect the economic 

< life of the teachers; 
2. To'compare salaries of teachers in 

Saskatchewan with those of teach­
ers in other parts of the Empire, in 
the United States, and in the larger 
units in Canada; 

3. To study authoritative opinions by 
investigators on the question of 
what policies should govern a sal-
ary schedule; v : 

4. To draw up a tentative, minimum 
salary schedule for Saskatchewan 
—not a maximum, but merely a 
minimum, below which a district 
cannot go. 

••• , The suggestion'is made that it would 
be very helpful to teachers in any and 

i every province if similar studies were 
made'in other provinces, in order that 
the results "may be compared, and a more 
comprehensive picture secured. 

What Is a Salary Schedule? 
"By a Salary Schedule is meant a 

plan formally adopted by a Board ot 
Education for the payment of school 
employees, which to a large degree 
determines the initial salary, the amount 
and number of the yearly increments, 
and the maximum salary received by the 
various groups of teachers, principals, 
and other employees with specified 
qualifications". 

The Purpose in Maintaining 
Salary Schedules 

1. "// should determine the quality of 
people attracted to the profession. It 
cannot be expected that people will enter 
a profession that promises only per­
petual financial anxiety, thwarted ambi­
tions, and bitter old age". If we are to 
establish our profession on a firm basis 
wc must endeavour to make it propor­
tionately as attractive as the opportuni­
ties offered in other professions. 

2. To secure new teachers, who are 
personally competent and professionally 
prepared. 

3. To encourage the professional 
growth of teachers while in service. 

4. To retain the most competent 
teachers in the school system. 

The following arc a few of the inter­
esting points brought out in the report: 
(a) In all other parts of the Empire— 
except Canada—salary schedules arc 
functioning on a permanent basis. In 
both Britain and the other Dominions 
there were at first local school districts 
of one kind or another, but these were 
discarded when it was found that they 
were unable' to either administer or 
finance schools. In Australia and South 
Africa the State or Provincial, Govern­
ments pay tlie teachers, who;:havc the 
status of civil servants. 
••• (b) Except in Canada the rural 
teacher is paid as highly, or a higher 
salary than the urban teacher. In Eng­
land and Scotland the one-room rural 
teacher is treated as a head teacher and 
obtains a greater salary than an assis­
tant in the elementary school in town. 
New Zealand writes: "No scheme would 
be acceptable in New Zealand that made" 
any difference between city, town or 
country, except in favour of the 
country". 

y(c) Outside of America, schedules for 
men are generally higher than for 
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women. In America the schedules in 
the United States and in the larger 
units of Alberta and British Columbia 
arc the same for men and women. 

(d) In Canada and other parts of the 
Empire, salaries are higher in secondary 
schools than in the elementary schools. 
In the United States there is a general 
tendency in the State schedule toward 
what is called the single salary schedule, 
which differentiates salaries on quali-
fications and not on grades taught. 

(e )The National Education Research 
Bulletin, Washington, says: "The phrase 
cost of living refers not only to trends 
in the purchase power of the dollar, but 
also to the amount of money which the 
teacher will require in a given com­
munity to maintain an acceptable plan 
of living". 

The variations in cost of living are 
discussed in detail, and it is pointed out 
that in Australia there is an attempt to 
adjust salaries to cost of living. 

With reference to an acceptable plan 
of living this statement is made: "The 
Committee believes that if a teacher is 
going to keep up with his work, improve 
his standing and maintain a fresh and 
cheerful outlook on life, he is entitled to 
a standard equal with that obtaining in 
other professions for those who have 
similar responsibilities and who have 
spent an equal amount of time in pre­
paration for their life's work". And 
again: "The teachers with first class 
certificates should finally obtain a wage 
2.2 times that of unskilled labour, and a 
university graduate should receive 3.0 
times that of the unskilled labourer". 

Policies which Should Gcvem the 
Salary Schedule. Some of the points 
made are: 

1. In attempting to establish the 
minimum salary the schedule maker 
should proceed upon the theory that the 
beginner's salary would support the 
teacher and give a reasonable return on 
his investment. It should be low in 
comparison with the maximum or ulti--
mate salary of the teacher who has 
proved his worth and evidenced his in­
tention of making teaching a profession. 
It should compare favourably with that 
received in other work requiring equal 
preparation and ability. ;! :;- : 

It is recommended that the minimum 
be tentatively established at a figure not 
less than one and one-third times the 
totai annual cost; of appropriate necessi­
ties for an inexperienced'tcacher without 
dependents, living apart from relatives 
but not maintaining a home. This would 
permit 75 per cent for necessities, 10 per 
cent for saving, 5 per cent for giving, 

and 10 per cent for betterment. How­
ever, if the salary so determined were 
found lo be significantly less than the 
average income obtainable by inexper­
ienced persons of equivalent ability and 
training on other lines of work, it might 
need to be raised in order to attract the 
kind of individuals desired as teachers. 

2. The maximum salary offered should 
be at least sufficient to support a family 
of average size at a genuinely cultural 
standard of living. This does not mean 
that teachers should be paid different 
amounts according to the number of 
dependents they have; it means rather 
that because the raising of a family is a 
normal and desirable function, it should 
be adequately provided for at the upper 
levels of the salary schedule. If this is 
not done many competent persons will 
either be driven from the profession or 
be prevented from maintaining their 
maximum efficiency. Reports of the 
National Education Association recom­
mend an increase of 10 per cent in a 
teacher's salary for each year of addi­
tional training, and this is approved by 
general practice in the United States. 

3. As to increments—some authorities 
advocate that "salary increments be so 
arranged that a teacher may progress 
from the minimum to the maximum in 
about ten years". Others advocate 20 
increments, to keep teachers "encouraged 
and working up to capacity". 

It is generally felt that to have the 
size of the increment vary with the effi­
ciency rating is a dangerous policy and 
is apt to lead to grave injustice. 

Copies of the report dealt with above 
may be obtained from the Canadian 
Teachers' Federation, Secretary, Mr. 
C. N. Crutchfield, Shawinigan Falls, 
Quebec, for 25 cents postpaid—the cost 
of printing and mailing. 

N O R T H W E S T F R A S E R V A L L E Y 
A V E R Y interesting meeting of the 

Northwest Fraser Valley Teachers' 
Association was held in the James Park 
School, Port Coquitlam, at which .the 
speakers were Mr. t j . W. B. Shore'of 
Woodland School, and Mr. J . Suther­
land, the genial vice-president. Mr. 
Shore explained his home-made science 
apparatus and answered questions con­
cerning the Reaching,of general science. 
Mr. Sutherland gave many helpful sug­
gestions regarding the" increasing of 
membership. Acting on one of these 
suggestions,; the fees were increased to 
$1.00, of which a portion; is to be used 
for pooling of travelling;expense. Presi­
dent W : C. Brand was in the chair. -' 

If 
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N A N A I M O 

ON Monday evening, November 30th, 
Nanaimo and District Teachers' 

Association were hosts to members of 
the Ladysmith and Chemainus Associa­
tions at an informal party in thc audi­
torium of the Thomas Hodgson School. 
Following a very brief business session, 
a varied ?nd interesting programme of 
stunts and games was carried out under 
the leadership of Nanaimo's president, 
Mr. Ed. Breckenridge. Following this, 
prizes were distributed to members of 
thc winning group by Mrs. J . B. Litch. 
The serving of refreshments under thc 
convenorship of Miss Gladys Walls 
brought a very pleasant evening to a 
close. 

(Other associations might try out a 
similar plan. The plan of inviting guests 
from other associations is one that 
should be extended). 
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Africa, and gave the meeting a most 
interesting account of the conditions in 
the schools and in the profession of 
teaching in South Africa. The whole 
system of education is centralized, and 
as a result teachers have equal salaries 
—and what large ones!—wherever they 
may be working. Numerous questions 
were asked after the speech, but Mr. 
Gilmore's answers only made us more 
envious than before of teachers in the 
"dark continent". 

The members from Penticton, with 
Mr. Loomer as their spokesman, ex­
pressed their pleasure at being guests at 
the Kelowna meeting. Mr. Campbell 
gave a report of the executive meeting 
of the O. V . T . A . 

(Perhaps other organizations could 
adopt to advantage the plan of inviting 
to their meetings representatives from 
neighbouring organizations). 

— A . M . G A L E . 

K E L O W N A 

TH E November dinner-meeting of the 
Kelowna District O. V . T. A . was 

attended by a .delegation from Penticton 
—Mr. and Mrs. Claire Loomer, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Gilmore, and Miss Watson. 
Mr. Gilmore is on exchange from South 

N O T I C E 

SE C O N D A R Y teachers are invited to 
a Luncheon to be held on December 

21st. William Alsbury, Secretary, 2604 
East 6th Avenue, Vancouver, B. C. 
Phone High 2072-R. 

T H E H O U S E OF FINER 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Diamond 

Merchants 

Goldsmiths 

Silversmiths 
V A N C O T T V E B , B . C . 
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S A B B A T I C A L L E A V E 

TH E committee which has been set 
up to explore the desirability and 

practicability of provision for sabbat­
ical leave for British Columbia teachers 
has got well under way, and hopes to 
have definite recommendations ready for 
consideration by next Easter. The com­
mittee includes the following members, 
to whom it hopes to add representatives 
of the inspectoral staff: 

Representing the Executive of Brit-
US, Columbia Teachers' Federation— 

'.P. / Norman F. Black, convener. 
• 'I i Representing the Elementary Teach-
. ers' Department—Miss Christine Mc-

Nab, Royal Oak, Saauich, and Mr. L . 
B. Matthews, Happy Valley, V.I . 

Representing the Secondary Teachers' 
Association- Miss Louise Poole, Haney, 
and Mr. W . M . Armstrong, Vancouver. 

Representing B . C . Principals' As­
sociation—Mr. Herbert Gamey and Mr. 
J . R. Mitchell. 

Representing B. C. Trustees' Associa­

tion—Mr. James Blackwood, Vancouver, 
Mr. W. J. Sparling, Haney, and Mr. 
Geo. A . Grant, Vancouver. 

Representing British Columbia Par-
cr.t-Teacher Federation — Mrs. J . A . 
Hallberg. 

A N N E S T E W A R T T O U R S 

MISS Aime Stewart, who for a 
number of years has been con­

ducting a summer tour to the Orient, 
is again making plans—if there' i'A a 
sufficient demand for a tour next sum­
mer. The ship will be the Empress of 
Canada. It must be interesting to visit 
warring countries, without danger to 
onescl f. 

There is one rule which in all places 
and in all forms of education should be 
iieid as primary, paramount and, as far 
as possible, exclusive: Acquirement and 
pleasure should go hand in hand.— 
H O R A C E M A N N . 

Teachers of Grade IX Geometry 
The N e w (4th) Ed i t ion o f H O T C H K I S S ' G E O M E T R Y 
E X E R C I S E S A N D W O R K B O O K has been endorsed 
b y teachers in every pa r t o f the prov ince . It is now 
be ing used in over 60 H i g h and Jun ior H i g h Schools 
and many others have s igni f ied their intent ion of o rder ­
ing cop ies later . 

This book has p roved t o be o f def in i te value t o both 
teacher and student . S a m p l e cop ies will be sent, post ­
pa id , f o r 35 cents e a c h . 

Authorised by the Department of Education 

Pr ice : 35 cents each , de l ivery charges p a i d on orders f o r 12 or more 

. • <£2>o_2B> ... 

WRIGLEY PRINTING CO. LIMITED 
578 S E Y M O U R STREET V A N C O U V E R , B. C . 

i t 
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Ramblings of Paidagogos 
T H E I N W A R D N E S S O F W O R D S 

n P H E R E is today a growing impatience with words. There is a steadily 
mounting conviction among schoolmen that words are somehow 

divorced from the work-a-day business of living, that they are too closely 
associated with the rather disreputable academic tradition. Especially is 
this true of abstract words, since these have a tendency to be regarded as 
lending themselves with too great an ease to sheer excursions into dialectic 
—which latter are amusing enough to the intellectual gymnast but of no 
practical value to the man of affairs. 

The reason for this attitude is not far to seek. By their very nature 
words are liable to the most shocking abuse. They present the readiest 
opportunity for the substitution of form for substance. Patent though it 
may be that the essence of a word is its meaning, yet a word can be bandied 
about by persons who have no real grasp of its meaning. Thus rote learn­
ing—the most facile and barren of all educational procedures—gained a 
one-time preeminence in the schools. Thus also the polysyllabic thunderer, 
whose reliance was upon sonority rather than upon sense, achieved his 

' delusive and egregious effect. 
But there is another side to the question. The fact that words can be 

.;v abused is no condemnation of words themselves, but only of such people 
as employ them basely. There is no human instrument, nor indeed any 
natural law, that ignorance or interest is unable to prostitute to a mean 
service. How inevitable then that language, the commonest tool of all, 

)):• should be applied by, some to unwarrantable uses. 
To be very elementary—and the reader will realize that I have to begin 

somewhere—words are symbols. Meaning is not inherent in them any 
more than it is inherent in symbols generally.. -Always they derive meaning 
from the needs they serve, from the exigencies of human thought and 
experience. Let the circumstances of life change and meaning is modified. 
Words are nothing but rather stable and easily manipulated exponents of 
man's environment, of his procedures, and of his generalizations. The 
meaning of'a word proceeds from the actualities of social living, and it is 
fixed by social'currency. •; 

It surely.follows from this that genuine authority over language is the 
hall-mark of'genuine education, that mastery of the concrete is ultimately 
manifested through mastery of the abstract, that the final stage of enlight­
enment is concerned not so much with tangible things and specific processes 

:?.s-v:ilh the ideas (explicit through language) that give significance to both 
things and processes. . 

But in the expression "genuine authority over language" there must be 
a peremptory emphasis upon the word "genuine"—an emphasis subject to 
no extenuation whatever. Since the meaning of any word to the individual 
is neither more nor less than the integration of his total experience with the 
actual objects or relationships represented by that word, it is obvious that 
genuine authority over language derives from thorough-going familiarity 
with the material and social environments. Further, since the acquirement 
of this familiarity is gradual at'the best, and since there is no alternative 

• 1 

I if 
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road to meaning, it is also obvious that genuine authority over language is 
a characteristic of education at its final stage. 

The world is full today of people whose vocabulary has outrun their 
experience. They are possessed of a fatal and superficial fluency. They 
play with words in much the same way that a child of four plays with a 
watch, and with about the same insight. In both cases the results are 
disastrous. 

The trouble with these people—and they would certainly deny it with 
a sense of personal outrage—is that their education has been neglected. 
They have put the cart before the horse, the reading of books before 
sensory explorations. Brought up in an atmosphere quite remote from 
mundane things, they have never become aware that "saying" and 
"reading" are derived from "doing". So they have no proper respect for 
words: they make the casual acquaintance of a word and forthwith invite 
themselves to take up a permanent residence with it. 

To be more specific, let us consider the word "shovel". There are no 
doubt man}' secluded and scholarly men who believe that the)- have a 
perfect understanding of this word and who use it with complete confi­
dence. Due to their wide reading they are able to trace the origin and 
development of the implement in question. They can speak learnedly about 
its appearance among primitive peoples, about the variety of its forms in 
the Graeco-Roman world, about its modifications in the current age of 
machinevy. In brief, they know all that can be learned of the shovel 
from books. 

But in the case of the shovel—as in countless other cases—the essence 
of its meaning cannot be obtained from books. To know the meaning of 
"shovel", a man must take the implement in his two hands and ply it 
earnestly over many days. He must experience the shovel not through his 
eyes only but through the whole batten' of his kinaesthetic receptors. He 
must try it with his muscles and acquaint himself, even through toil and 
sweat, with the elements of its manipulation. 

Bearing this illustration in mind, the reader will surely be at no loss to 
see how meaning originates and enriches. In the last analysis all knowledge 
is empirical in derivation: it is the end-product of a process by which actual 
sensations are integrated and eventually translated into ideas. Where these 
actual sensations are few in number or are obtained only through one or 
two sense-organs, it follows that resultant ideas and their representative 
words are lamentably meagre in connotation. Which is a sufficient answer 
to the vast claims of the academic tradition. 

Of course it will be pointed out that complete first-hand experience is 
not to be had. The murmur "Ars longa, vita brevis" is already in my ear. 
It is but too true. To be completely educated, a man must needs have 
experienced everything, everywhere and in every age; his mind must be 
furnished with symbols for all phenomena and for all relationships between 
phenomena. But is not this objection the carrying of truth into absurdity? 
In practice even the fullest education is restricted and relative. M y thesis 
is merely this: the educated man is distinguished by his power to think 
cogently in abstract terms; this power is dependent upon his possession of 
richly meaningful'symbols (words) ; the meaningfulness of these symbols 
is in direct proportion to the extent of his experience with the objects and 

• • - - 1 - A CIS relationships they represent. (Continued on page 163) 

0 
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Point of Approach in Teaching Art 
By GEORGE H . G R I F F I N , Henry Hudson School, Vancouver 

A R T is unlike any other subject on the Curriculum. Although definite 
objectives may be set forth, the fact remains that art is intangible. 

Broadly speaking there is no fixed goal in art; this is perhaps the chief 
difficulty in teaching the subject. In mathematics one can fix, with a 
measure of certainty, a definite objective as, for example, the teaching of 
the four fundamental operations. With this knowledge the child is equipped 
to meet a great variety of problems. On the other hand, one can teach 
the child to manipulate a pencil or a brush, but when it comes to the appli­
cation of these skills to a problem the child may or may not achieve success. 
To make this point clearer: let us say that instructions have heen given to 
create an original design. Many children are bewildered at this and strive 
to pluck out of their imaginations what an original design should be. They 
invariably resort to copying, aided and abetted in many cases by an equally 
confused teacher. 

One thought must definitely be kept in mind when teaching art. Do not 
attempt to make the child an artist. By all means drive home the objective 
set out in the Programme of Studies, which states: ". . . develop some 
technical skill and proficiency in the use of art materials". But do not 
forget the one significant word which this quotation contains; it is unneces­
sary to state which. 

There are three avenues of approach to the subject; namely, art appre­
ciation, art application, and integration with other subjects. It is wise to 
keep this in mind when facing a class in art whether for the first or 
hundredth time. 

To teach the subject properly there should be a well lighted and well 
equipped room especially designated for the purpose. Unfortunately, very 
few schools possess such a room, so one must be contented with conditions 
as they are. The ordinary classroom, because it possesses a stifling same­
ness, ousts artistic expression. The first thing then to do is to alleviate 
this monotony. A few good pictures work wonders, but do not let the 
matter rest at this. Study these pictures with the class; teach the children 

•Which .being so—and the statement is valid enough in all conscience— 
there can be no-doubt that the former bookishness of our schools has 
rightly given place to activity, that our modern curriculum is rightly a 
complex of experience. 

But something most essential remains to be said. Mere activity and 
experience without insight are not enough—since these are as possible to 
a monkey as to a man. Activities and experiences must be integrated into 
enlightening ideas, and if these ideas are to serve the processes of thought 
they must be expressed with nicety of language. 

Words therefore, their meaning derived from actual and comprehensive 
transactions with the physical and social world, are the sign-manual of the 
educated man. The genuine authority over language—through which ideas 
are made explicit and subject to the-manipulation known as abstract 
thought—is the final stage of education. 
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what to look for. Teach them to look into them and not at them. Com­
position, colouring, workmanship, and the artist who created the picture 
are absorbing topics. Avoid the technical and do not attempt, once the 
child's love of beauty is stirred, to stifle it by an inane test as to what 
he sees. 

A portfolio of art material is an invaluable asset'. In making such a 
portfolio for classroom reference the teacher should set the example. 
If one is seeking material for a drawing of still life, make certain that the 
child knows what to look for. Cuttings should be mounted on stiff card­
board so as to facilitate display. 

In approaching a class for the first time observe closely how the children 
use the various tools. Many teachers in the intermediate and senior grades 
unwisely assume that the children know how to handle a pencil, ruler, 
brush, compasses, set-squares, and other implements. It is amazing how 
few,children are able to perform the —— 
simple operation of ruling a line, or 
marking a space division. Blunt pencils, 
lieavy-handedness, and a desire to punc­
ture the paper seem the rule rather than 
the exception. Free sketching is an­
other skill that many teachers do not 
understand. Let it be free. If the child 
will not loosen in,»he somewhat cramped 
area of a desk, then permit him to try 
blackboard sketching. 

There is a deplorable tendency on the 
part of many instructors to sketch upon . 
the blackboard a desigp or free-hand 
sketch, followed by very definite instruc­
tions to copy the piece of work exactly. 
It is extremely doubtful whether this 
method of procedure has much value. 
Certainly as a corrective exercise it has 
its place in the scheme of things. Con­
versely, there is the teacher who, some­
what afraid to tackle blackboard draw­
ing, talks to the class. Borrowing from 
a trite expression, one must bear in mind 
that draw and the child draws with you, 
talk and you don't get results. 

When it comes to colour it is best to 
let the class loose upon a simple piece 
of work. Inform them that they may 
colour it to please themselves. Offer no 
suggestions as to choice of colours. 
Observe carefully how the work pro­
gresses. It is.a somewhat curious,thing, 
but it will'be noted that nearly always • 
the child whose intelligence quotient is 
below normal will tend ,to employjtints 
of colour .rather than full-bodied hues. 
From the resultant collection of draw­
ings observe how many children have a^ 
sense of colour; that is, those members r ' 
of-Athe class '.who. have selected -colours 
which harmonise; \lA> lesson can then be 
spent discussing(,-the simple problems of 
harmony. It is" wisest to avoid techni­

calities. There is an excellent oppr'••.'un­
ity at Ihis stage to correlate the child's 
knowledge of music. There is, however, 
a modern tendency to experiment with 
colour combinations which theoretically 
do not harmonize nor yet contrast. Some 
very interesting results are being 
obtained. 

As work progresses it will be noted 
that certain members of the class will 
tend to fall into groups. There is a 
chance here for some project work, 
especially in simple murals. By integrat­
ing with social studies, or even science, 
amazing results arc to be obtained 
through the use of inexpensive mediums 
such as dry-powder colours on brown 
wrapping paper. Two or three pupils 
should be permitted to work together on 
a single project, or section of a project; 
any more than this may lead to con­
fusion and mediocre results. 

It is sometimes the case, no matter 
how hard a teacher works with certain 
children, that they do not respond. The 
reason is not far to seek. Check for 
colour-blindness. Fortunately this is 
rare among children, but occasionally a 
problem of this nature arises. There is 
such a thing, too, as colour-intelligence, 
if one is permitted to coin a phrase. 
Even as the child lacks a feeling for 
music, so likewise may he lack a feeling 
for the beauty of colour. 

'Art i3 intangible; this is its weakness 
and its strength; iweak to those of us 
who do not comprehend its possibilities; 
strong to those who realize its vast 
.scope.' Poor indeed is the teacher who 
does not respond to its.appcal. It is the 
medium whereby the child is led to. 
realize that within himself there is a soul 
of beauty. Lucky is the teacher •who 
can bring this soul of.beauty out. 
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School Library Dividends 
An Article for Teachers Only, by M A R Y E L I Z A B E T H C O L M A N , 

Lord Tennyson School 
T N his October editorial Dr. Black asked for short articles; in November 

he urged us poetically to "Boil It Down". Well, here's a brew! 
A.ny school library represents a considerable investment of time, energy 

and money on the part of teachers, librarians and school boards—it can be 
made to pay rich dividends in return for some effort, and a few suggestions 
are offered to that desirable end. 

Browsing Pays 
If your library is to be of real value to you personally, you must be 

well acquainted with its resources. The librarian will do her best to help 
you find what you want, but nothing can take the place of aa intimate 
acquaintance with the books and other materials in the library. As you 
lift down one book after another you will, time after time, come upon a 
paragraph, an illustration, a diagram that will clarify your thought and 
define your need, that will ring a bell in your mind. You will say to 
yourself, "Just what I ned for . . .", "The very thing to use when . . ." 

Besides browsing is' such fun! To come across a book you were 
"brought up on" and haven't seen in years, to discover a writer new to 
you, an illustrator whose work delights the eye, a poem that seems written 
just for you . . . what rich pleasures of the mind! there are in a school 
library even for the most "grown-up" of us, and as for the rest of us who 
are still something less than adult (vide Paidagogos in December) we are 
as happy in a school library as fish in an aquarium. , 

C u r i o s i t y Is a Vi r tue 
Do be curious as the elephant's child about the services your library can 

render. Have you asked for a bibliography lately ? Have you inquired 
what pictures and pamphlets have been added to the files recently ? What 
about the magazine files ? Do you use them ? Are you looking for a pro­
ject idea that will be-"different"? Has a quotation been bothering you? 
Have you a slow pupil who needs stimulating, a brilliant one who requires 
extra "fodder, or a problem child who requires a hobby to keep Satan at 
bay? You may safely bet a nickel to an overdue book your library can help 
solve any or all of these and many other problems. 

Suggest ions A r e W e l c o m e 
The school library is your library, and tries in every possible fashion to 

meet the needs of your pupils, and your needs as a leader of young people, 
Your special interests probably make you something of an authority in 
some part of the educational field; if you will share your specialist's 
knowledge with the librarian by offering suggestions as to ways in which 
the library can improve its helpfulness in your subject, all the other 
teachers and all the pupils will be in your debt. 

A p p r e c i a t i o n Is a Stimulant 
Be proud of your library, and don't be backward in coming forward to 

say so, nor shy in using its facilities. The more you show your appreciation 
of library services by using them, the better they will grow. 
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An Exchange Teac 
By S U Z A N N E J A C K S O N , Kitsilano 

CA N A D I A N teachers on exchange in 
England note many differences be­

tween English and Canadian schools. 
These differences are usually to be 
found in,1 administration. Teachers and 
pupils exhibit the same vagaries of the 
human animal in any climate, but insti­
tutions such as school administrations 
are created by traditions and social 
situations. Herein lie the chief differ­
ences between Canadian schools and 
those of England. 

Several administrators spoke to me of 
the Englishman's innate individualism, 
and justified thereby the variety in types 
of schools, the absence of set curriculum 
and prescribed texts, and the freedom of 
head teachers in the administration of 
their . schools. It is to be understood 
that this freedom does not necessarily 
extend to the classroom teacher, who 
usually experiences more supervision 
and guidance at the hands of the head 
teacher than principals of Canadian 
schools have time to offer. Teaching 
less than a third of the day and in 
charge of schools seldom of more than 
twelve divisions, English head teachers 
have more time to give to their responsi­
bilities of making time tables and 
curricula and of supervising their staff. 

,The nature of the curriculum and of 
administrative-procedures varies with 
the character of the head teachit s, their 
abilities and background. Consequently 
various things that the Canadian teacher 
would be likely to look upon as essential 
to good educational practice may, over 
yonder, be treated as entirely optional or: 
may be ignored. The use of intelligence 
tests is a matter in point. Of five schools 
which I visited in one area, only one 
records the I.Q. of the pupils. One of. 
these schools, however, had a fine 
library, another a pupils' garden and 
another specialized in music and drama­
tics,—these being the particular enthus-CJ 
iasms.of the respective head teachers. 

This traditional individualism is-
checked by another tradition, the exam­
ination system. At the age of eleven all 
children who wish may try a scholarship 

. examination for entry into the'secondary 
schools. About 10 per cent ? 'c£ .the 
11-ycar-olds of thc elementary schools 

• pass into ' secondary schools and there 
proceed to matriculation. 

her's Observations 
Junior High School, Vancouver 

Some of these pupils will pay partial 
fees depending upon the income of their 
parents and upon the county regulations. 
In one southern county for which I have 
figures, free places are offered to pupils 
whose parents earn less than 20 shillings 
per week, after deducting rent and 
rates. Of pupils in the secondary 
schools, about one-half are exempt from , 
fees. 

Over 80 per cent of approximately 
one-half million pupils in _ secondary 
schools come directly from elementary 
schools, the other 20 per cent from 
private schools. Many of the secondary 
schools are private schools which receive 
government grants on condition that 
they take scholarship students. The in­
crease in the number of free students in 
proportion to those paying fees and the 
increase in thc, number from elementary 
schools in proportion to those from pri­
vate schools, during the past few years, 
may help to counteract the snobbish 
attitude which, in the past, scholarship 
students have encountered in secondary 
schools. 

In some districts and cities where it 
has been organized, the Haddow system 
provides another type of school, known 
as a central school. Of educational 
opportunities provided for (say) the 
best 10 per cent of the pupils I have 
already spoken; a second approximate 
10 per cent of thc school population of 
these districts is selected to attend 
central schools, which carry the pupil on 
to the age of sixteen with most of the 
advantages of a junior high schooi. 

Some additional 700,000 are to be 
found in technical and commercial 
schools. On the other hand, the great 
mass of the pupils leave at thc age of 
14, having entered senior schools at the 
age of eleven. 

It appears likely that this system of 
classification of students according to 
intelligence and according to ability to 
pay will tend to perpetuate : what to 

. Canadians scorns an unfortunate tradition 
of class distinctions. An experiment 
carried on in a slum clearance housing 
estate, with a'secondary school system 
combining the three types—secondary, 
central and senijjr^approximates our 
junior and senior'^Irigh school system 
and avoids the classifications and class 
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distinctions ro distasteful to most 
Western Canadians. 

Free milk and free meals lor the 
undernourished, half-price milk for all 
others, free textbooks and supplies, and 
fine gymnasium equipment; these are 
services and advantages which are prac­
tically universal in England and which" 
any progressive teacher or parent would 
appreciate. The fact that nearly one 
million students attended evening classes 
in 1936 shows that the people of Eng­
land are anxious to take advantage of 
opportunities for educational advance­
ment. 

The comments in this brief paper are 
based, of necessity, upon a limited 
sphere of observation and it has already 
been pointed out that conditions and 
practices in English schools vary greatly 
from place to place. It is quite possible 
that the impressions of exchange teach­
ers who have served in other parts of 
the kingdom may vary considerably 
from mine. Accordingly, when other 
exchange teachers likewise respond to 
the Editor's importunities and, through 
The B. C. Teacher, report upon their 
observations, it will be a satisfaction to 
me and no doubt to many other readers 
of the magazine to see how their find­
ings supplement my own. 

I have always admired that law of 
the Icelanders, by which, when a minor 
child commits an offense, the courts first 
make judicial inquiry whether his par­
ents have given him a good education; 
and, if it is proved they have not, the 
child is acquitted and the parents are 
punished.—HORACE M A N N . 
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Story Time 
By E . D . J A C K , Queen Mary School 

IF, from the recollections of childhood 
and adolescence, you were first to 

name those teachers who impressed you 
as "'the best" and if you were then to 
name which of your old-time instructors 
were the best story-tellers, it is very 
highly probable that the two lists of 
names would overlap in a suggestive 
fashion. Story telling is an essential 
part of good teaching in almost all sub­
jects and at every stage of education. 
Of course it is of special significance in 
a primary class. Perhaps the pleasantest 
time of the day from the teacher's point 
of view as well as from the children's, 
is the story-telling time. 

We try so hard to do so much to 
make school hours interesting now. The 
children are no longer pushed in the 
way that they should go. Their actions 
are motivated, we hope, with such sub­
tlety, that they irr-agine that, of their 
own accord, they are doing what we 
want them to do. Teacher, apparently, 
takes a "back seat". No longer does she 
captain her class frcm the front of the 
room and put the children through their 
paces. The children hoid the floor. 

How very' pleasant then, following a 
strenuous period of -activity, is the 
peace that falls on the • classroom with 
the magic words—"Once upon a time". 
The teacher comes into her own again, 
provided she has established her repu­
tation as a story-teller. Judging by 
the rapt, excited, breathless interest 
registered on the faces of those before 
her, no further motivation is necessary 
to make the ensuing period a complete 
success. . •. • •-

She. has, of course, adjusted herself 
'tJf-lifiT class's taste in stories and would 
noti'insult - with :a fairy-story children 
that think that even.''Little Black Sam­
bo" is a bit of a "sissy". In some class­
rooms a sense of humour is immediately 
apparent. In others, less imaginative but 
more stable characteristics dictate the 
choice of tale. 

Seldom is the twice told tale tedious 
to small children. If it is a favourite, 
a story may be repeated again and again 
till it acquires the familiarity of.a piece 
of music committed to memory. : Then 
let _the teacher : beware! , Before she 
realizes it she is being checked up on 

some variation in the wording or the 
omission of some small detail. 

It is not every story, we find, that 
lends itself to dramatic telling. Many 
of them lose half their finesse unless 

, they are read aloud in the exact words 
.i-'uf the author. "Christopher Robin" 

stories have to be read. That does not 
mean, however, that the stories need 
lose much of their dramatic effect. The 
most unimaginative reader could be 
guided by the range in print from 
capitals to italics as a clue to expres­
sion. On the other hand, many of the 
most attractive books printed lor chil­
dren must be read by the child himself 
to be thoroughly appreciated. Such 
tales as the "Story of Ferdinand" and 
"Angus and the Cat", told with a beau­
tiful economy of words are greatly 
enhanced by their vigorous and highly 
amusing illustrations. 

We need not lack for material lor 
our story-telling, for "true stories" or 
stories of personal experience on the 
part of the teacher are a never-failing 
source of interest. These stories need 
not wait for the story-telling period and 
indeed would lose their point if separ­
ated by time from the incident that 
called them. Jo mind. A true story sets 
the ball 'rpilyig and immediately calls 
forth an M i a z i n g number of personal 
experience stories from the children. 
There are usually a few children in 
every class that have a peculiar capacity 
for having unusual things happen to 
then:. 

If one of the aims of our story-telling 
periods is to get the children to express 
themselves intelligently by reproducing 
the story, we run into the grave danger 
of spoiling the tale entirely. It is one 
thing to hear teacher repeat it at a later 
date; it is another thing to hear the same 
story retold by a pupil after halting 
recollection with frequent pauses for the 

. correction of grammatical errors. Per­
haps for this very reason, personal ex­
perience stories achieve a greater , 

< fluency than reproduced stories. Though 
one hesitates to check the spontaneity 
of an enthusiastic, if somewhat garbled, 
flow of eloquence to make necessary 
corrections, it is apparent that where 
the interest in the telling is strong 

; enough,: the check is not sufficient to 
interrupt the sequence of thought. 
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Teaching Composition Through Correspondence 
By S. J . B R Y A N T , Lord Nelson School, Vancouver 

~17°ERY indifferent composition by the pupils of a Grade VI caused us to 
seek some method that would stimulate and hold the desire to write 

interestingly and correctly. 
A letter from the Victoria League, Cromwell Road, London, England, 

arrived at that time asking us to find correspondents among our pupils for 
boys in elementary schools over there. W e decided to use this idea as a 
means of accomplishing our purpose. 

The matter was put up to a class comprised entirely of boys who were 
willing, but not enthusiastic, to try the proposition. They expected to have 
to write their letters at home, but when the next language period came the 
first of our letters to be written was discussed, directed, and written during 
the lesson time. When they had been examined three great weaknesses 
appeared—uninteresting expression, very meagre vocabulary, and poor 
mechanics. Here is a typical letter reproduced just as it was written: 

Lord Nelson School, 
Vancouver, B. C , 
Nov. 29, 193.... 

Dear John, 
By looking at the end of this letter you will see my name. My teacher 

put my name down to correspond with you. 
I thought you would like to know about me and the family. I am the 

oldest in the family. I have a sister eight and an other sister seven. My 
sister eight is not very tall blond hair blue eyes her name is Betty. My 
sister seven, red hair blue eyes and is as tall as Betty. I am not very tall 
dark blond hair blue eyes I play foot ball for the Sunday School team. I 
live at 2463 Skeena St. which is three miles long. My mother is not very 
tall, blue, eyes, black hair. My father is vail, blue eyes, black hair. He is 
a baker. 

Yours sincerely, 

In due time replies were received and these were read aibud, discussed, 
•examined, and finally displayed side by side with copies of typical letters 
we had sent. The boys readily admitted that those received were superior 
to our own, but they were determined that such a state of affairs would 
not be allowed to continue. 

The result was that the next and subsequent lessons in language were 
followed with great attention. There was an intelligent interest in the 
proceedings and all wanted to know, the why and the wherefore of proper 
sentence construction. In the exercises that followed there .was evidence 
of a genuine attempt to improve. 

• When the time.came.around for the second letter to be prepared, 
discussion.brought but the wish on the part of most to write a series that 
would give our correspondents a fairly complete picture of ourselves and 
how! we lived.: It was agreed that each letter sent should deal with one 
chief topic, besides the friendly comments on the last letters received, and 
the class, in conference, decided to write in turn about " M y School", " M y 
House", M y City", "Pastimes and Pleasures", and "Places of Interest",—-
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—quite an ambitious programme. To 
encourage tbe plan we arranged to allow 
two periods a month lor thc preparation 
of thc letters. It was thc custom from 
then on to build up, with the class, an 
outline, and to write the letters in pencil 
for easier correction, after which they 
were written out carefully in ink. 

The second attempt showed that the 
pupils had gained in volume of informa­
tion and in power of expression but 
were still woefully weak in spelling and 
punctuation. Much of this was due to 
carelessness. So a typical letter of one 
of the boys was mimeographed with all 
its faults but with fictitious names at the 
beginning and the end, and a copy was 
given to each pupil. There were broad 
smiles at the careless and often hum­
orous mistakes committed -hy "someone" 
in the class, who, needless to say, played 
possum. It was corrected with great 
glee, and having discovered their ability 
to rectify another's errors they set about 
correcting their own letters and were 
astonished at thc large number they 
found. Here is a typical letter of the 
second batch: 
"Dear Norman, 

"In this letter 1 will tell you some­
thing about my school. Its name is 
Lord Nelson which is located at Charles 
St. and Templeton Dr. There are 700 
pupils and 18 teachers. The boys and 
girls are 6 yrs. to 12 yrs and then we 
go to Templeton Junior High School. 
My favorite lessons are drawing and 
woodwork. Please would you answer 
my first letter as I have been waiting 
for a reply since November. I hope you 
had a fine Christmas and that Santa 
Clans was good to you. He brought me 
a pair of ice skates, tic pin and a pair of 
socks. I hope you had a fine New Year 
and never ate to much turkey. I am 
enclosing a map of my school. 

"Yours waiting for a reply, 

Further to stimulate interest, sample 
letters of our own pupils were typed 
exactly as they had been written (and 
how they like to sec their own in type!) 
and displayed side by side with exact 
copies of those received. Great keenness 
was shown in ; comparing ours with 
theirs and some chagrinwas felt at our 
inability to write' letters with fewer 
errors than our pen pals made. Towards 
the end of the year it was agreed that 
we could write as interestingly as any 
of our friends, but to the end we had to 
acknowledge, their superiority in the 
mechanics of composition. *; 

The motivation in composition re­
sulted in general improvement in sub­

stance, form, punctuation, and writing. 
One lesson the class will never forget. 
An Australian boy, writing in reply lo 
one of our?, said: "As I read your letter 
I noticed "he difference in teaching to 
mine; there are no paragraphs in yours, 
yet we're t.iught that we should always 
paragraph a letter". No such criticism 
could ever be levelled at us after that 
jolt! 

As an example of the advance made 
by pupils under this plan a sample ol" 
an avenge letter written in March is 
quoted: 
"Dear Frank: 

"While I was thinking of you today 
1 thought if was time to send you 
another letter. We are all in good 
health and I hope you are. 

"In this letter I am going to tell you 
about the house 1 live in. A house in 
our country has a basement and two 
stories. I will tell you about the out­
side "of our house. To enter the yard 
you go down four steps from thc foot­
path and then along ten feet of concrete 
until you come to thc bottom of the 
stairs. On each side of the footpath 
is a lawn in the middle of each lawn is 
a willow tree about ten feet high. 
Starting off at the concrete footpath is 
a wooden walk going round the back 
of the house. The back yard is cov­
ered with grass and bordered on all 
sides except one with balck-bcrry 
bushes. To one foot and a half up thc' 
house is concrete and the rest is covered 
with shingles. A shingle is a piece of 
cedar half an inch thick at the butt end 
and tapering off at the other er.d the 
widths arc from four to ten inches the 
best being the ten-inch. Thc shingles 
are colored brown and trimmings of 
doors and windows are colored white. 

"Next 1 will tell you our basemtnt is 
thirty feet by twenty feet. It has a 
cement floor and it is only one room. 
The only things in the basement arc the 
washing-machine, a wash-tub, an oil 
barrel, in which we keep oil for our 
oil-stove, and a furnace. A furnace is 
a round steel tank about four feet across 
and six feet high. It has a small door 
in which wc put the fuel and a little 
tank set into the furnace to put water 
in. To enter the first story you can 
either go up the front steps or the back 
steps. To enter the house through thc 
front door wc go up twelve steps and 
then onto a verandah four feet by seven 
feet. You enter the house through a glass 
door into a hall about six feet square. 
At one end of the hall is a closet in 
which we put our clothes; at the other 
end is the living-room which has a 
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chesterfield, two easy chairs, a wireless 
set and a table. Next you go into the 
dining-room which has a table and 
seven chairs. From the dining-room 
you go into the kitchen furnished with 
three chairs six cupboards, an American 
oil stove. From the kitchen we go into 
a hall which at one end has a bedroom 
and beside the bedroom is the bathroom. 
When we go upstairs we go into the 
kitchen then through a door which leads 
upstairs. The second story has two 
bedrooms. 

I which to know if you collect stamps 
and if you do I can send you some. 

Below is a plan of my house. 
Yours sincerely, 

In the second year we went farther 
afield for our correspondents. We wrote 
letters from a class of girls to India, 
the West Indies, South Africa, and 
Australia. Besides learning much about 
peoples and places our museum grew 
apace, for the children of other lands 
sent us many curiosities in exchange for 
the unusual things we could send them. 
Next year we hope to include school 
children of the United States of Amer­
ica among our pen friends. 

In conclusion it should be remarked 
that this project can only succeed in 
proportion to the teacher's enthusiasm, 
encouragement, and persistence. There 
were many disappointments to overcome 
for it often occurred that our letter-
writers received no reply, but wc sent 
second and third letters always hoping 
for the best. Then there is the lack ol 
money lor postage, and excess postage 
to be paid on some replies; the problem 
of paper and envelopes. We used fools­
cap and made our own envelopes when 
they could not be had from home. There 
is always the flagging enthusiasm to be 
whipped into a flame. But it is well 
worth while, for in many cases real 
friendships have been established with 
children abroad and correspondence has 
continued after our pupils have passed 
on to another school. And composition 
has been made to live. 

What resources are there comparable 
to that vast influx of power which 
comes into the world with every incom­
ing generation of children'—HORACE 
M A N N . 

acher; please 

t say, 
T h a t ' s a l l y o u n e e d t o s a y w h e n c h o o s i n g y o u r C h r i s t m a s 
g i f t s a t t h e F a m o u s . . . . W e i n v i t e y o u t o o p e n a c h a r g e 
a c c o u n t , o r b u y o n t h e b u d g e t . . . . N o i n t e r e s t o r c a r r y ­
i n g c h a r g e s o n m e r c h a n d i s e f r o m t h e b a s e m e n t o r M a i n 
F l o o r d e p a r t m e n t s . . . . It m a k e s n o d i f f e r e n c e w h e t h e r 
y o u r p u r c h a s e is r a y o n P a n t i e s o r a l u x u r i o u s F u n C o a t . 
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The Social Philosophy of Teachers 
B y F L O YD W . R K E V E S , University of Chicago, in 

Elementary School Journal 

NOTE: The B. C. T.F. Committee on 
affiliation with Labour recommends this 
very thoughtful article as containing 
much thai is pertinent to the relationship 
between teachers and their social envir­
onment. It is earnestly hoped that some 
of the points set forth here may form a 
basis for discussion in the Locals of the 
issue of affiliation with Labour.—K. M . 
P O R T S M O U T H , Chairman, 

TW O million young men and women 
are added each year to the ranks 

of the nation as adult workers and poten­
tial voters. The social intelligence and 
the social attitudes of these youth are 
matters of vital concern to the national 
welfare. Are these young men and 
women socially intelligent and socially 
minded? Are they equipped to perform 
the duties that go with citizenship in a 
democracy? Has their education been 
adequate for this purpose? A careful 
consideration of the present situation in 
the United States must lead to negative 
answers. 

E D U C A T I O N I N ITS S O C I A L S E T T I N G 
Today, twenty years after the World 

War, this nation is faced with a dis­
heartening state of affairs. Millions of 
men and women who should be produc­
ing economic goods and services arc 
idle. At the same time, the needs of 
other millions for food, for clothing, 
for shelter, for medical care, and for 
education are inadequately met. Millions 
arc on relief. Labor is in conflict with 
management. Financial interests are in 
conflict with the interests of both farm­
ers and labour. The capitalistic economy 
of the United States, as now operated, 
has not yet demonstrated its ability to 
cope with the problems of unemploy­
ment and distribution.' This nation is 
faced with international problems of 
major importance. It is engaged in the 
greatest armament race in history. Old 
sanctions in religion and morals have 
been weakened or destroyed. This age 
is one of fear and confusion. 

The people of the United States are 
in the process of modifying their faith 
in economic individualism. To an ever 
greater extent, government is entering 
into the field of business. This trend 
has been under way for many years; it 

is steadily gaining momentum; its end is 
not yet in view. 

Large numbers of adults are poorly 
equipped to perform the duties of citi­
zenship in these difficult times. They 
understand little of the underlying causes 
of the disturbances that occur in the 
social and economic order. They have 
given almost no thought to the ways in 
which political and social institutions 
function. Most of them lack firsthand 
knowledge of industrial conditions. 
They know little about the housing con­
ditions of wage-earners. Unless they 
were brought up in rural areas, they 
know little about the problems? f rural 
life. They know even less about the 
interrelations of rural and urban life. 
They lack information concerning the 
history or the purposes of labour organ­
izations. Few of them have ever given 
serious consideration to employee-man­
agement relations in industry or in 
government. 

These adults arc now and will con­
tinue to be subjected to severe social 
pressures. They may try to resist the 
pressures of class interests if they recog­
nize these as such, but usually they have 
not been educated to recognize the 
nature of such pressures. They readily 
become the victims of propaganda. They 
are easily swayed by slogans. They 
have not been prepared lo distinguish 
between the true and the false, between 
education and false propaganda. 

Yet these adults are the products of 
the educational system. Most of them 
have completed the elementary school; 

: large numbers have completed the high 
school; many of them hold college or 
university degrees. During the period 

i of their formal education they have ac­
cumulated knowledge of many isolated 
facts; but they have seldom been taught 
to sec the interrelations between these 
facts or to relate the facts to basic prin­
ciples that will lead to a solution of 

i social, economic, and governmental prob-
!' lems. Their social philosophy is under­

developed: although they', possess some 
knowledge, they have 'not acquired 
wisdom. 

The time has arrived when educa­
tional institutions must give serious con­
sideration to the problem of preparing 
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youth for effective participation in com­
munity life. The development of social 
intelligence is one of the major responsi­
bilities of such institutions. Schools and 
colleges have no function more im­
portant. Students should be made aware 
of the existing social situation with its 
wide disparities of opportunity. Fur­
thermore, they must be led to want to 
do something to correct it. They can be 
made aware of social problems and can 
work for the solution of those problems 
only through an understanding of social 
structure and social processes. 

The development of social intelligence 
is not a function that can be isolated 
from other aspects of education and be 
set ipart to be performed by social-
science teachers alone. It is an obliga­
tion that must be assumed by all 
teachers working in all fields and at all 
levels of the educational system. 

For the development of social intelli­
gence the facts learned in school are 
important, but they are not so important 
as a study of the interrelations of these 
facts. Merely to teach, lor example, the 
extent to which the government is 
embarking upon new enterprises is not 
enough. Teachers must learn why such 
trends are as they are. They must 
master thc underlying causes—economic, 
social, and psychological. They ' must 
analyze current movements and try to 
understand the reasons that lie back of 
these movements. They must gain this 
understanding in order that they may be 
in a position lo teach their students to 
study social trends, their causes and 
their results. 

Both teachers and students need 
knowledge, but knowledge alone is not 
enough. The importance of knowledge 
lies in hs relation to philosophy. Knowl­
edge ot social conditions is important 
only because such knowledge is essential 
to the development of a desirable social 
philosophy. The goal sought through 
education is wisdom. Wisdom implies 
a social philosophy based on knowledge 
and eventuating in desirable social action. 

The low salaries received by teachers, 
coupled with unsatisfactory educational 
qualifications, cannot fail to affect thc 
social attitudes of teachers. In.the dis­
cussion of this topic an attempt will be 
made to answer in part the following 
questions: (1) What is the social phil­
osophy of teachers? (2) What factors 
are responsible for it? (3) What con­
stitutes a desirable social philosophy for 
teachers? (4) How may such a social 
philosophy be developed? 

T H E .PRESENT SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY 
OF TEACIIESS 

Teachers do not have a social philos­
ophy; they have social philosophies—as 
many social philosophies as there are 
teachers. Teachers vary greatly in their 
attitudes toward social problems. Some 
of these attitudes are scarcely worthy of 
being termed social philosophies because, 
thc teachers concerned have done so 
little thinking in connection with social 
problems. As a result of careful study, 
however, a few teachers possess matured 
social attitudes and beliefs that serve as 
effective guides to action. The existing 
variation in social attitudes results from 
a number of factors, such as thc environ­
ment in v/hich teachers were reared; the 
communities where they reside and 
work; the social and economic problems 
that they face; and their native intelli­
gence, education, and temperament. 

In order to discover the social atti­
tudes and information possessed by 
American secondary-school teachers, the 
John Dewey Society for the Study of 
Education and Culture authorized a 
national survey to be made during thc 
spring of 1936.1 A special testing instru­
ment was devised, consisting of 106 
propositions commonly assumed to be 
controversial issues. The tests were 
scored in accordance with a "liberalism-
conservatism" key, constructed with the 
aid of more than a- dozen well-known 
American citizens, including a former 
President of the United States, three 
presidential candidates, congressmen, 
publicists, and others. As would be ex­
pected, the scores on this test distribute 
themselves continuously according ro thc 
normal probability curve. At one ex­
treme is found thc pronounced conser­
vative. The pronounced conservative is 
defined in part as the person who is 
hostile to the initiative and-the referen­
dum, who is favorable to : bicameral 
legislatures, who is unsympathetic to 
socialized medicine, who is friendly to 
the chamber of commerce, who is afraid 
of radical propaganda, and who is op­
posed to governmental ownership of 
economic agencies. At the other end of 
the scale is the advanced progressive. 
The advanced progressive seeks consti­
tutional revision; he favors the extension; 
of all the devices of political democracy;' 
he desires greater participation of 
workers and consumers in the determin­
ation of their economic welfare; and he 

l Wi l l iam H . Kllpturlck (Editor) , on. 
cit., p. 212. 
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wants an expansion of all forms of 
Oit'olic service. Somewhere between 
these extremes is the great mass of 
teachers. 

With reference to information, this 
study reports that many teachers are 
ignorant of the most elementary social 
facts. One teacher in nine thought that 
the New Republic and the Nation are 
organs of big business; 38 per cent 
thought that the American Federation of 
Labor is an ardent defender of industrial 
unionism; one teacher in ten believed 
that representatives in Congress serve 
six-year terms. The authors concluded 
that, where ths past is concerned, 
teachers approximate the status of au­
thorities but that, when current social 
problems are under consideration, they 
think on the level of laymen. 

Teachers as a group do not appear to 
be more conservative than the general 
public. In fact, according to Raup,2 who 
ha:i made an extensive study of the 

2 Manly H . Harper, "Social Benefits 
and Attitudes of American liducatora", 
p. 67. Teachers College Contributions to 
Education, No. 294. New Y o r k : Teachers 
College, Columbia University, 1927. 

social attitudes of teachers, they are 
somewhat less conservative than groups 
of businessmen and publicists, but more 
'"Oiiscrvativc than the members of some 
other occupational groups which may be 
considered as molders of public opinion. 
For example, on religious matters they 
arc more conservative than ministers, 
priests, and rabbis. 

Analysis of their present social atti­
tudes indicates that as a group teachers 
tend to be individualistic in their efforts 
to promote democracy and the general 
welfare. More often than not they fail 
to tcacli their pupils and students how 
democracy really operates. Frequently 
they give little or no attention to the 
functioning of organized groups in a 
democratic society or in the control of 
industry. They train the individual to 
achieve personal security but oftcii fail 
to stress the interdependence of social 
and individual security. Emphasis is 
placed on adjusting the individual to his 
environment, on educating him to adjust 
himself to existing institutions, and on 
training him for competition instead of 
co-operation. 

(To he Continued) 

Reduced Fares for the 
Clu^tmas and New Year Holiday. 

A S " mmimmmmmiimmmmms 
on p r e s e n t a t i o n of 
Form I8W, T e a c h e r s ' 
a n d P u p i l s ' Vacat ion 
Cert i f icate , duly signed 
by the teacher or pupi l 
and Pr incipal or H e a d 
of the Ed / rat iona l Insti­
tut ion ; W.. sre teachers 
and /o r , s tudents are un­
ab le , t o furnish the reg ­
ular cert i f icate, a writ-

.tf*n)-equest from t h e . H e e d or . Priricipa I, of the school Will be a c c e p t e d . 

' T i c k e t s and train schodulr»\obtainable f rom : A g e n t s and C i t y Ticket O f f ice , 
:.' 793'©rahvil'T'"'.! flat,-Vancouver; B.'C.,-. end T i c k e t O f f i c e ; 

lK>ldt Street, V ictor ia , B . C . 
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For Teachers and Students 

R o u n d t r i p t i c k e t s w i l l b e i s s u e d b e t w e e n a l l 
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V a n c o u v e r n o t l a t e r t h a n J a n u a r y 12 th , 1 9 3 9 . 
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Homogeneous Grading of Beginners 
By H . K . P J I - A I R S T O , Principal, V&rnon Elementary School 

(IVe have pleasure in presenting this scholarly article by Mr. H. K. 
Beairsto, principal of the elementary school, Vernon, in xvhich lie tells of an 
attempt to grade pupils into groups of relatively homogeneous ability or. 
their first entering school. The procedures adopted by Mr. Beairsto seem 
to point the 7vay to a better classification than any that have as yet come to 
our notice. Is it not possible that if such a plan xvere generally followed in 
the elementary school the language difficulties, as well as some other diffi­
culties now experienced in our secondary schools, would be greatly reduced? 
Thc B. C. Teacher has requested Mr. Beairsto to report in the spring his 
observations on the results of the "homogeneous grading of beginners" 
which he has here described—I'. A . A. ) 

*"|~VHE specific problem in this instance was to classify, by means of avail-
able testing material, 134 beginners into four homogeneous classes. 

For convenience we may designate these four groups A , B, C, and D, bear­
ing in mind that they represent groups of children, who, as a result of 
factors intellectual, physical and personal, are qualified to participate in the 
work of an Enriched Course, an Average Course, a Simplified Course, or 
a Pre-primary Course, 

, Included in the number of 134 children were 15 retarded pupils from 
the 1937-38 class of 132 beginners, which created something of a secondary 
problem in that their scores on the reading readiness test tended to be much 
higher because of their year's experience in school. This fact was given 
special consideration in the classification of the children into four groups. 
One other disturbing factor was the late entry of several children which 
raised the total registration to 145. The relation of this registration of . 
beginners to the total registraion of a six-grade school of 761 pupils will be 
of interest to some readers. 

This experiment was an attempt to do two things: (1) "to eradicate 
the age-old fallacy which holds that a six-year-old is ready for the reading 
process merely because he has passed his sixth birthday",1 and (2) to 
group the remaining children, who were more or less ready to read, into 
three homogeneous classes: A , B, and C. For these purposes something 
more than a reading readiness test v as necessary, although our final results, 
not taking the retards into consideration, showed that a reasonably fair 
classification might have been made on the interpretation of results of the 
"Metropolitan Reading Readiness" test alone. 

As, in.beginners' classes, "failure is judged quite consistently by reading 
achievement alone", and as "it has been found that in order to make 
progress in reading a child must have attained a mental age of at least six 
years and that a mental age of six and one-half years more nearly insures 

• success",8 -we thought it advisable to administer a group intelligence test, 
a group reading readiness test, and an individual intelligence test as a check 

i Harr i son: Reading Reardlness; Houghton, Miffl in Co. 
2Harrison: Tbid. 
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in doubtful cases. In addition, we administration by having the four prim-
administered a second group intelligence ary teacheis work in pairs, except with 
test to all the retarded childred. the "Detroit Kindergarten" which is an 

Tests available in the school for this individual test. While these groups were 
purpose were: being tested, thc remaining children were 

Detroit Kindergarten, Form A (Indi- under thc supervision of Grade VI girls 
vidua!). _ from the group taking the Enriched 

Detroit Beginning Grade I, Form A Course in that grade. This was a dc-
(Group). lightful experience and wholesome train-

Kuhlman-Andcrson, Grade 1, 1st Sem- ing for thc older girls, while the 
_ester (Group.) younger children learned to play in 

Pintner-Cunningham Primary Mental groups in thc open air, to understand the 
(Group.) traffic signals in the neighbourhood of 

Metropolitan Reading Readiness, Form the school, and to cross streets with 
1 (Group). care at the proper crossings. 

In this instance it was decided to Incidentally, one of the greatest 
administer first the "Detroit Beginning values from the administration of the 
Grade I". Groups of 16 to 24 children tests was the understanding by the prim-
were supervised by the four primary ary teachers of individual pupil reaction 
teachers while the principal administered to the varying sections of the tests, such 
the test. Later it was found both as the ability to do abstract thinking, 
possible and practicable to speed up thc to see likcuessses and differences, etc. 

T H E U N I V E R S I T Y O F BRITISH C O L U M B I A 

SUMMER SESSION-1939 
J ULY 3rd to AUGUST 18th 

Courses will be ar ranged fo r t ime - tab le purposes in three groups. ' 

A - — B i o l o g y 2 a / 2 b , Chemis t r y 3 , Economics I, Soc ia l Serv ice 5 / 6 , 
Educat ion I I , Educat ion 22, English 2, English 9 a , G e o g ­
raphy 3, H i s t o r y 12, M a t h e m a t i c s 4 / 1 8 , P h y s i c s . i / 2 , Psychol ­
ogy 3, L ibrar ianship . 

B — B i o l o g y I, C h e m i s t r y I, Economics 6, Educat ion 10, English 13, 
G e o g r a p h y I, French I, French 4a , H i s t o r y 10 (or equivalent 
new course), M a t h e m a t i c s 2 a / 2 b , M a t h e m a t i c s 10, G e r m a n , 
Beginners' , Lat in l b / 2 b , Phi losophy 3 . 

C — B o t a n y l o , G o v e r n m e n t I (or equivalent new course), E c o n o ­
mics 10, Educat ion 21 , English 19, French 2, H i s t o r y 4, 
M a t h e m a t i c s I, G e r m a n 2, Phi losophy 6, Psychology 4, 
Physics 4, M u s i c A p p r e c i a t i o n , G u i d a n c e . 

The courses in M u s i c A p p r e c i a t i o n , L ibrar ianship and G u i d a n c e carry 
c red i t with the Depar tment of Educat ion . 

T I M E - T A B L E 
Group A Group B Group C 

J u l y 3-14: 8-10 a.m. 10 a .m. -U m. 1-3 p.m. 
Ju ly 17-28: 10-12 m. 1-3 p.m. 8-10 a.m. 
July31-Au£f . 16: 1-3 p.m. 8-10 turn. 10-12 in. 

E X A M I N A T I O N S 
August 17: 8-10 a.m. 1-3 p.m. 
August 18: 8-10 a.ia. 

All Inquiries should be addressed to the .Registrar's Office 
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TABLE I. 
1 96 6—11 8—10 127 A 
2 95 6—5 8-9 136 A 
3 94 6—3 8-8 138 A 
4 92 6-6 8—6 130 A 
5 88 6-2 8—2 132 A 
6 87 6—10 8—1 118 A 

04 66 7.-5 6-8 89 D 
65 62 5—8 6—7 116 B 
66 64 5—9 6—7 114 B 
67 64 6—1 6—7 108 C+ 
68 64 6—2 6—7 108 C-f 
69 64 6—3 6—7 105 c+ 

129 21 6—1 4—11 80 E 
130 20 6—2 4—11 79 E 
131 15 6-̂ t 4—7 72 . E 
132 9 7-A 4—1 55 E 
133 6 5—10 3—10 65 E 

E 134 4 7—6 3-8 44 
E 
E 

108 
110 
106 

101 

29 
13 

TABLE Ii. 
7 87 6—10 8—1 118 A 

11 84 6—11 7—10 113 B 
12 84 7—1 7-10 110 B 
30 77 7-0 7—3 103 c+ 33 76 6—11 7—2 103 c+ 34 76 7—0 7—2 • 102 c+ 43 74 7—3 7-0 97 c • 44 73 7-7 7—0 97 C— 
49 ; 71 • 7—5 6—10 92 c— 64 66 7—5 6—8 89 D 
80 60 7--3 6-6; 89 D 
87 57 7—3 6-5 88 D 
95 55 8—3 6-4 76 E 

102 52 7—5 6—3 84 D 
103 50 7—5 6—3 :." 84 •'. D 

65 
62 
68 

?C> A 

92 
102 
93 

105 
103 
102 
98 15 101 
93 
94 
93 
73 

101 20 95 

99 A 

A 
M 82 R U 
76 117 A 
88 110 A 
65 U 

C 
B 

D 
D 

19 14 E 
3 S D 
7 12 U 

105 R A 
102 R A 
106 R A 
123 R B 
108 R B 
100 R B 
95 R B 
86 R C 
82 R C 
82 R B 
99 R C 

102 R B 
75' R C 
80 R C 
73 R C 

TABLE III. 
1 96 6—11 8-10 i « yo A 

66 64 5—9 6—7 114 B Sfi HO \ 
20 79 .7—3 7—5 
96 52 6-0 6-3 104 C 70 § 
44 73 7—7 7—0 v < £ u— <>•< „ n 

112 42 6-2 S—11 • 96 C - 51 R r 
110 47 6-3 6-1 97 C - 55 £ 
134 4 7-6 3-8 44 E 7 12 j 

127 A 96 
114 B 88 
103 ;C+: •70 
104 c 70 

92 c— 93 
96 c— 51 
97 c— «55 
44 E 7 

B 
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This Detroit test was given to 130 
children ranging in chronological age 
from 5 years 8 months to 8 years 3 
months. The results of the test, as is 
evident from Table 1, showed a range 
in mental age from 3 years 8 months to 
8 years 10 months. The table is ar­
ranged in descending order of mental 
age (based on the Detroit test) showing 
the classification of six children in the 
highest group, Numbers 1 to 6, six in 
the middle group, Numbers'64 to 69, and 
six in the lowest group, Numbers 129 
to 134. The ratings from A to E were 
worked out from the scoring tables of 
the "Detroit Beginning Grade I Test'', 
and were a factor in the final classifica­
tion into the A, B, C and D groups, 
as was also the score made by each 
child on the "Metropolitan Reading 
Readiness Test". For doubtful cases we 
used either the "Kuhlman-Anderson" 
group test or the "Detroit Kindergarten" 
individual test. In addition, all retards 
were given the "Pintner-Cunningham 
Primary Mental, Test". 

After the first classification other 
factors entered into a reclassification of 
certain pupils. For instance, two chil­
dren understood so little English that 
they got very little meaning from the 
instructions of the administrator; and 
others understood English in varying 
degree. In the school, as a whole, 40 
per cent of the children are of foreign 
parentage and in many cases little Eng­
lish is spoken by the parents in the 
home. In two cases, eyesight was found 
very defective; in another case hearing; 
and these defects were found in varying 
degrees of intensity. Glasses have been 
procured in two cases, and all are under 
close observation and will receive atten­
tion. Fifteen cases of incipient goitre 
were diagnosed as such in this group 
and are receiving treatment. Parents 
have been advised in 15 cases that ton­
sils and adenoids, or both, should be 
removed. One feels intensely that great 
future possibilities lie just here, in the 
study and treatment by medical science 
of glandular disfunctions. "The most 
fallible kind of evidence concerning the 
endocrines is that based on the results 
of administering glandular extracts. . . . 
Even a conservative estimate, however, 
must give considerable importance to 
endocrine disturbances in relation to 
personality and adjustment. . . . Gland­
ular disfunction . . . may cause a lower­
ing of the energy available for adjustive 
attempts and hence lead to weak and 
nonadjustive attitudes and behavior".3 

No. 68, in Table I, was at first given 
a classification of B, although his re­
action to the tests was not encouraging; 
but traits of inattentivencss and indif­
ference, first noted here, became so 
marked that he was transferred to the 
C group. Unfortunately, he left for 
another district before we were able to 
analyse his case further. It is interest­
ing to note the relatively high score of 
No. 64, a retard, on the "Metropolitan 
Reading Readiness" and the low I.Q. on 
both intelligence tests. 

As an intelligence test is a measure of 
something more than native ability, we 
felt it would be wise to give a second 
intelligence test to all retards. Table II 
shows the scores of all retards. It will 
be seen that four of these 15 children 
show a higher I.Q. on the "Pintner-
Cunningham Primary Mental" than on 
the "Detroit Beginning Grade 1". No. 
30 has been a problem case since he 
entered school in September, 1937. This 
is a case of good mental ability coupled 
with lethargy and indifference except for 
occasional periods of interest and 
activity. No. 87 was quite erratic in her 
scores, while her twin sister, No. 43, was 
very consistent. It is interesting to 
note, also, the scores of another pair 
of twins, Numbers 102 and 103. 

Table III shows the scores of the 
highest and of the lowest pupil in each 
of the A, B, C and D groups. Note 
again the relatively high score of the 
retard, No. 44, on the "Metropolitan" 
while his I.Q. is low on both intelligence 
tests. It might appear from the table 
that No. 1 \'l is wrongly classified as 
compared with No. 110, but the former 
is the case of a Japanese child with a 
real language difficulty which will 
speedily disappear as he mingles with 
children who speak English. As it dis­
appears, his classification will probably 
be raised rather than lowered. 

It cannot be too strongly stated that 
there is no finality about such classifica­
tions; good or bad personality traits will 
become evident, physical defects will 
develop or be brought to light, com­
plexes developed in the home may be 
eliminated by a kindlier, happier school 
environment; nevertheless, I firmly be­
lieve that we can measure these develop­
ments with fair accuracy, and can set 
for the child such a course as will more 
nearly conform to his capacity. There 
may be a reasonable doubt as to whether 
or not attitudes can be greatly changed 

a Shaffer: The Psychology of Adjust ­
ment; Houghton, Mifflin Co. 
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after a child lias reached six years of 
age, and as to whether or not attitudes 
due to early environment may be more 
easily modified than hereditary traits; 
but we can at least look on the bright 
side. "Examples of very plastic traits 
are numerous. The language that one 
speaks, the occupational skills that one 
acquires, individual likes and dislikes for 
persons, for books, or for music, all 
depend on inherited structure for their 
sheer existence, but may be readily mod­
ified by environment and experience".'1 

While this classification has been a 
most interesting experiment and has 
added greatly to our early knowledge 
and understanding of the children under 
our care, it is, of course, only a begin­
ning. To expect a foundation of 44 
units (mental age) to carry the same 
capacity load as a foundation of 106 
units is surely unsound policy, even 
when all that can be said in its favor 
is given fair consideration. If wc are 
reasonably sure that our tests give us 
a fair appraisement of mental capacity, 
and if the judgment of good primary 
teachers is in close agreement with this 
rating, then surely we are on fairly 
sound footing, and must feel a sense of 
obligation to meet the needs of the 

groups, bearing in mind, always, that the 
quality of the foundation is subject lo 
change—a change that must be watched 
for, noted, and given assistance insofar 
as this is within our power. 

Perhaps we will all agree that the 
capable child has a "right to growth to 
the limit of his improvement".6 Are wc 
so certain that we have not failed rather 
badly with him "who perceives like­
nesses and differences that are forever 
concealed to others . . . who by nature 
sees variety where others see only 
monotony . . . who sees 'angels in a 
block ot marble', 'sermons in stones', 
and 'theories in deep sea ooze'."0 

So also must the children at the other 
end of the scale be privileged to grow 
to the limit of their improvement—they 
who "are not curious when shadows 
point toward the sun or when the trees 
are bending toward the wind".7 But for 
this group we have probably made a 
more courageous effort to attain the 
goal, though not always, nor often, with 
lortunate and happy results. 

< Shaffer: Ibid. 
5 Osburn and Rohan: Enr ich ing tlie 

Curriculum for Gifted Children; Tho 
Macmil lan Company, New York. 

« Osburn and Rohan: Ibid. 
7 Osburn and Rohan: Ibid. 

Where else — such complete facilities for 
Visual Aids to Instruction?... 

/ V i c t o r Si lent a n d Sound 16mm. Projectors . 
S .V .E . Picturols and Fi imslide Projectors. 

V i c t o r Stereopt icons S p e n c e r O p a q u e Projectors 
Da - l i te Screens C r a i g A c c e s s o r i e s 

Keystone C a m e r a s a n d Projectors 
C a n a d a ' s Largest 16mm. Si lent a n d Sound Renta l L ibrary . 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t — E d u c a t i o n a l — R e l i g i o u s Fi lms 

F o r catalogues and further details writu our offices or contact: 

Vancouver Photo Supply Limited 
631 H O W E S T R E E T , V A N O O T T V E R , B . C . 

tho Bri t i sh Columbia representatives of 

HeadOff ise: .^W3$11S?SISSSI,V<T' 1 E a s t o m Offioe: 
1934 Rose Street, !^|I|^Cneral\B1mS LimCTcd 156 K i n g Street W . , 

Regina, SasJc. " * * ^^ttoaiitir Toronto, Ont. 
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Peace and the Teacher* 
By N O R M A N F E R G U S B L A C K 

' j v r i E responsibility of attempting to speak as the mouthpiece of the 
school teachers of British Columbia is a heavy one. The traditions of 

our profession and the circumstances under which we perform our class­
room duties tend to make us strong individualists. It is rather seldom that 
in assemblies of teachers any proposition is adopted with entire unanimity. 
To us applies very generally the proverb, "So many men, that many minds". 
In relation to certain important topics, however, there is substantial agree­
ment throughout the teaching body and in this brief address a faithful 
effort will be made to reflect the consensus of opinion held by the teachers 
of this province relative to certain aspects of the problem of Peace. 

In the first place we are agreed that the foundation of righteous peace 
is a certain mental attitude and that it is a supreme duty of the school to 
promote that attitude. 

It is perhaps not unfair to say that there was a time when, perhaps 
unawares, the schools tended to produce in their students tin attitude of 
national self-glorification, an attitude of national and racial superiority, an 
attitude that committed one to the slogan, " M y country right or wrong" 
and to the belief that it was always right. We had always fought on the 
side of justice and all our wars had been victorious. Whether or not it is 
true that such sentiments ever were inculcated in thc schools of the state, 
either deliberately or by influence, it is certainly true that today the teachers 
of British Columbia are earnestly endeavouring to do something very 
different. We feel that it is an imperative duty on our part to teach the 
rising generation to approach the consideration of national and interna­
tional controversies with a fair and open mind. We are teaching the 
children cf this province that nations resemble each other far more than 
they differ. In their geographical studies our pupils learn that all men are 
confronted by the necessity of meeting certain basic and universal human 
needs: physical needs, as for food, clothing, shelter, and so on; needs that 
are not merely physical, and that express themselves in educational systems, 
art, literature,' science, government, religion, recreation, and so forth. Thr\ 
difference between the civilization characteristic of one nation or region 
and the civilization characteristic of another nation or region is largely a 
matter of geographical conditions and of historical factors which them­
selves are dependent upon geographical conditions. If certain nations or 
races have forged, ahead of their fellows, it is very largely, if not entirely, 
because the problems with which their environment has confronted them 
have been easier than those which have hampered progress in less favoured 

i parts of the earth. We know and are informing our pupils that there is 
'••) nowhere in the world such a thing as a "pure" race and that within every 
\. typical race or nation there are progressive and unprogressive elements, 

intelligent people and relatively unintelligent people, lovable people and 
unlovable people. We are earnestly attempting to put our young people 
on their guard against premature and misleading generalizations that may 

•Radio Address delivered over CJOR on Friday, November lltli, on behalf of 
British Columbia Teachers' Federation. 
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foster hostility to the people of any 
land,—folk probably in the most funda­
mental things very much like ourselves. 

Scientific laws ignore political boun­
daries and in teaching science we render 
grateful homage to the scientists of any 
and every nation who have contributed 
to the welfare of humanity. Through 
their study of foreign languages wc arc 
endeavouring to help our pupils to 
realize that difference in speech and out­
look and institutions are not necessarily 
evidence that the nations which thus 
differ arc either superior or inferior to 
those others from whom they are 
separated by barriers of language or 
social tradition. Similarly, in our teach­
ing of art of whatever sort and in every 
other phase of the course of studies, we 
are endeavouring to make, good citizens 
of the world; and we have faith that to 
the extent that similar educational poli­
cies are followed among people of good­
will everywhere the peace of the world 
will be* rendered increasingly secure. 

But we arc not trying to produce mere 
namby-pamby internationalists. We are 
endeavouring to train the young people 
of this country and commonwealth of: 
nations for citizenship in this country 
and commonwealth of nations. Just as 
thc security of international pearc de­
pends upon the establishment of'/anter-
national justice, so the secip-;ty ot 
internal peace depends upon th'e>estab-
lilhmcnt of social justice within our own 
boundaries. As individual citizens we 
teachers have our respective, individual 
opinions as to particular policies that 
should be adopted to the furtherance of 
that, end, but we are upon our honour 
not to use our ,posts of trust for the 
advocacy of political plans we happen 
individually to favour. We have no 
simple ready-made panacea for the ills 
of society, nor do we think that anyone 
else is possessed of a universal cure-all. 
This is a sorely puzzled generation and 
we as members of it are sorely puzzled. 

"If there arc momentous questions 
which, by present lights, we cannot 
determine, let us rear up stronger, purer 

i and more impartial minds for the solemn 
arbitrament". .LThese were, the words 
of Horace Mann, spoken a century ago, 
and. never were, they more applicable 
than'today. We therefore are trying as 

•perhaps teachers never 'tried before to 
-direct the rising generation to the great 
public • problems the solution of which 
will be the challenge of their times and 

., to teach sound methods of approach to 
such problems. We are endeavouring 

to inculcate the habit of looking for 
facts, the habit of handling facts with­
out prejudice or fear, the habit of 
suspending judgment until sufficient 
facts have beet; discovered and duly 
weighed, and the habit of ultimate 
'"cision in the light of the indisputable 

.acts. If we succeed in these endeavours 
the citizens of tomorrow will succeed in 
solving problems that our own genera­
tion has found too complex and difficult. 
It will mer.nt that we have failed indeed 
if when they have graduated from our 
schools our pupils are content to be 
acquiescent members of a society that is 
unashamed to have great numbers of 
workers unemployed, great numbers of 
good citizens living at a low standard 
of comfort, a minority surfeited on 
cake while many, many of their fellows 
arc lacking for bread. 

While we are precluded, and rightly 
precluded, and precluded with our own 
approval, from proselytising our pupils 
for thc advantage of our particular 
politics.! or 'religious or economic camps, 
in one: respect we are openly engaged in 
the iodoctrinization of the youth of the 

' land.. We ars indoctrinating them for 
democracy. We are teaching them that 
democracy is not a particular system of 
government, but that it is an ideal 
towards which certain systems of gov­
ernment are facing and to which certain 
other systems of government arc hostile. 
Wc are teaching them that democracy 
means that every individual has thc in­
escapable right and duty of studying 
public problems and of contributing his 
share to public opinion on thc basis of 
which a solution, of such problems is 
to be sought. We are teaching them 
that democracy means the right of every 
free man. courteously and without ap­
peal to violate, to speak the truth as 
he sees it and the duty of all to defend 
that right even when it is exercised by 
those profoundly differing from them 
in opinion. 

In a recent address delivered at a 
convention of the National Education 
Association of the United States, Presi­
dent Roosevelt dealt with this matter in 
the following terms: 

"If in other lands the press and books 
and literature of all kinds are censored, 
we must redouble* our efforts here to 
keep them free. If m other lands the 
eternal truths of the past are threatened 
by intolerance, we must provide here a 
safe place for their perpetuation". 

Mr. Roosevelt expressed his conviction 
that the ultimate victory would be with 
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democracy and that it will be attained 
through education, "lor", said he, "no 
people can be kept eternally ignorant 
or eternally enslaved". 

In these sentiments the teachers of 
British Columbia concur. 

Consequently, in the management of 
our schools we are devoting more pains 
than ever to the perfecting of school 
organization and administrative pro­
cedures that will introduce our school 
children to the principles and practice of 
intelligent self-government. We are 
recognizing that good citizenship in the 
world of adult activities may best be 
ensured by creating habitc of good 
citizenship in the little world of child­
hood and youth. We are providing 
varied and increasing opportunity for 
our pupils to serve their fellows, in the 
hope that this will foster lifelong habits 
of service to society and a brave deter­
mination to subordinate private objec­
tives to beneficient public aims. 

We are deliberately and persistently 
teaching the children of this country to 
abominate war and to refuse to see in it 
the possibility of settling issues that call 
for the discovery and application of 
principles of justice to which any mere 
preponderance of force is an utter 
irrelevancy. 

Whether or not the ultimate calamity 
of war is to befall our people, we do not 
know. We believe that we are making 
our contribution toward its prevention. 
We are convinced that the boys and 
girls of today are as lovable and as 
attuned to noble impulses as those of 
any preceding generation. We believe 
that they will do their part well in a 
world at peace. And we have faith that 

: if they find themselves compelled, against 
all inclination, to face death in defense 
of their democratic inheritance and 
future hopes, they will bring no discredit 

upon the best traditions of their 
ancestors. 

Meanwhile, the boys and girls of 
British Columbia are being taught to 
look upon no nation as their enemy and 
to recognize as allies in the great ad­
venture of human history all peoples 
and any section of any people that, like 
ourselves, believe in government of the 
people, by the people for the people. 

So far, in this message, we have been 
addressing ourselves to the general 
citizen body with the care of whose 
children we are entrusted. In closing, 
we have something to say to the 
teachers of British Columbia themselves. 

We believe that we have rightly inter­
preted, at least in part, your attitude 
toward the problem of securing and 
maintaining domestic and international 
peace and the means to which you stand 
self-committed for so educating the 
children in our schools that they may 
with confidence be trusted to do their 
duty amid the clash and clamour of a 
world disturbed. If in any respect we 
are falling short of our ideals of educa­
tional service in the interests of 
democracy, let us candidly recognize and 
remedy the defect. Upon us rests a 
responsibility for the peace of the world 
which none of us is so insignificant as 
not to; share and none of us is so self-
sufficient as rightly to ignore. For the 
kind of patriotism that Dr. Johnson 
described as the last refuge of knaves 
we have a wholesome contempt; it is 
for us to help substitute for it some­
thing so noble and effective that in our 
generation and the one succeeding it 
freedom may have its devoted defenders, 
ready so to live as well as so to die that 
it may be made secure and that the 
clashes of men may be solved on a basis 
of justice, self-restraint and goodwill 
that no circumstances or events can 
ever weaken. 
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Weighing Air 
By D. C O C H R A N E , Ocean Falls 

THIS is an aristocratic experiment; 
it calls for a pair of scales and a 

round-bottomed flask. But you don't 
need an air-pump, or a steel globe with 
a stop-cock. You just boil a little water 
in the flask, until the steam has driven 
out the air; then cork it, weigh, let the 
air in and weigh again. 

To make the experiment go easily, 
use a stopper with a hole in it, and fit 
the hole with a glass tube—the tube of 
a medicine dropper, for instance. Also 
grease the stopper well, to make it fit 
easily and tightly. Then boil the water 
—a tablespoonful is plenty—for a few 
minutes, and as you take the flask from 
the flame, plug the tube with a bit of 
chawing gum. Old gum from under a 
desk works very well. 

Now as the steam condenses, a 
vacuum forms in the flask, and you can 
show the boiling of water under reduced 
pressure by cooling the top of the flask. 
With care, vou can have the water boil­

ing violently while you hold the flask 
in your hand. 

When the flask is quite cool balance 
it carefully on the scale. Then puncture 
the plug of chewing gum with a pin; 
there is a sharp hiss of air rushing in, 
and the scale with the flask in it goes 
down, owing to the weight of air in 
the flask. 

The weight of air in a 250-cc. flask is 
about a hundredth of an ounce, and an 
advanced class with a good balance, 
such as schools buy for about $16, can 
calculate the weight of air. If you have 
no balance, and cannot borrow a pair of 
gold-scales from a prospector, you can 
buy the fittings for making your meter-
stick into a good balance from your 
chemical supply company for about a 
dollar. But don't let me lead you into 
undue extravagance in the way of buy­
ing weights; use sand to balance the 
flask. 
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A Project on Home and Environment 
By H . R. M C A R T H U R , Kimbericy Junior High School 

' H E teachers of all subjects are in these days endeavouring to perfect 
procedures and techniques which will lend increased vitality and 

reality to the work of their students. Perhaps we can assist each other if 
there is an interchange of information regarding our various experiments 
in this connection. The following report is submitted in the hope, not only 
that it may be of interest to teachers of arithmetic but also that the princi­
ples involved may be suggestive to instructors in other branches of 
school work. 

Recently the Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company financed a 
plan for the construction of a number of new houses on Ritchie Townsite 
at Kimberley. The company arranged to purchase these houses for certain 
employees, the latter agreeing to reimburse the company at the rate of $30 
a month until the houses were paid for. Several Grade VI I I pupils lived in 
such new houses, and all the others in the grade were intensely interested 
in them. This seemed to provide an excellent opportunity for studying the 
arithmetic of the home in a real-life project, rather than a set of textbook 
examples. 

The problem of furnishing a new house and computing the cost was 
proposed and those members of the class who were not interested were 
given the alternative of doing regular problems from the prescribed text. 
Approximately 75 per cent of the members of the Grade VI I I classes chose 
the project. They were then divided into groups of four, a leader being 
chosen for each group. Certain pupils volunteered to obtain the dimensions 
of the various rooms in each of two styles of house. These dimensions 
were checked and placed before the whole class. Each group was free to 
choose which style it preferred, and from then on it used the appropriate 
dimensions. 

A l l was now ready for the actual project. It was decided that $1000 
cash would be allowed for each house, and that any expenditures over that 
amount would have to be met by time-paymnts. Thus for many articles 
the total cost, the down-payment, and the monthly instalments had to 
be listed. 

A variety of catalogues, including two wholesale hardware catalogues, 
were assembled. The groups were allowed to furnish the house just as 
they wished as long as the articles chosen were appropriate. Almost all 
the groups showed a keen interest in choosing the furnishings. On the 
average four 40-minute periods were used to complete the list of furnish­
ings, their cost, and where necessary the amount of instalments. This 
concluded the first section of the project. 

The second part of the project entailed the construction of a sample 
monthly budget for a family of from three to six people, receiving an 
income of from $1500 to $2000 per year, if this family had just bought and 
furnished one. of the new houses. The pupils did this individually. 
Reasonable amounts for the main expenses, such as food, heat, rent (house 
payments), were found; and the rest of the monthly costs, including 
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instalments, were fitted into the remain­
der of the salary. Several pupils had 
the edifying experience of finding that 
their instalment payments unbalanced 
their budget, and these were forced to 
cut down on their purchases. Finally 
each pupil prepared a report of the 
house-furnishing and family budget 
projects. The complete project took 
seven class periods. Most of the reports 
were done in a very satisfactory fashion. 

I believe that this project helped the 
pupils: 

1. To see the advantages of a scheme 
designed to enable working-people to 
become house-owners by paying monthly 
instalments comparable to rent. 

2. To obtain a clear idea of the cost 
of furnishing even a small house, and 
thus to understand the necessity of 
weighing values when purchasing 
articles. 

3. To experience the actual job of 
working out sizes of carpets, curtains, 
etc., deciding on desirable patterns and 
estimating the cost. 

4. To become more accustomed to 
using catalogues, their indexes, and the 
various qualitative and quantitative 
descriptions given. 

5. To gain a clear conception of the 
obligations contracted by those buying 
goods on time. 

6. T o understand where the money 
goes in a home, and to realize the neces­
sity for budgeting family income, 
especially when several instalment pay­
ments are to be made each month. 

7. To gain actual practice in com­
putation. 

I also believe that the majority of the 
pupils felt a real interest in the project, 
realizing that it had a life value. 

To The Past 
By N O R M A N F E R G U S B L A C K 

I. 

A B Y S S unsounded of th' insatiate Past, 
. Untold eternities that hath engulfed! 

Adown whose pathless steeps Dread Power hath cast 
The sons of men in hapless myriads! 

I stoop to peer within thy crater vast. 
II. 

O rising mountain range in kenless land, 
Of past and passing races' dust up-built! 

Enwrapped in cloud thy lower heights expand 
To limitless horizons, unconceived ; 

On thy sublimest summit now I stand. 

• • • • / / . III. 
O realm enchanted fof the hero-dead! 

Their voices-breathe in echoes on mine ear 
But not in words, though awed I bow my head; 

And though I strain mine eyes I cannot see 
Thy sons, my kin, from these thy confines dread. 

I V . 
O castle of the Past! Thou art mine own. 

• Still into thee shall I withdraw to rest, 
To comfort me with loves when grieved and lone, 

And heal my wounds, and furbish new mine arms, 
Again to sally forth to The Unknown. . 

December 28, 1896. 
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What We Are Reading 

V O C A T I O N A L M A T H E M A T I C S 

H E N the Programme of Stucies for the Senior High Schools was 
being revised it was felt that there were students for whom ordinary 

Matriculation Mathematics was unsuitable—unsuitable either because of 
its difficulty and abstract character, or because it did not correspond with 
their felt needs. In order that students of this kind might be given the 
training which would be the most useful to them, the committee which was 
appointed to work on the revision of Senior High School Mathematics was 
asked to prepare a course in Practical Mathematics which should be based 
upon the mathematical processes in actual use in the major occupational 
fields in British Columbia., 

The committee went to work in thorough-going fashion, as one might 
have expected of mathematicians. They communicated with a carefully 
selected list of individuals and with business firms of many kinds through­
out British Columbia, asking them to detail the mathematical needs of their 
occupations and to give samples of the mathematical processes employed in 
their work or business. The questionnaire which the committee prepared 
brought excellent response, and the results of the enquiry were incor­
porated in the course which appears in Bulletin I. of the Programme of 
Studies for the Senior High Schools under the designation Mathematics 
V I I (Practical Mathematics). This is the only Mathematics course 
formulated in Canada that I know which was based upon so sound a 
method of curriculum-making. As the teachers this year and last have 
become familiar with it. the. course is meeting with growing favour, not 
only as of value to those who do not intend to go to the University, but as 
a course which may be taken by future University students also. 

The difficulty last year, the year of its introduction, was that there was 
no suitable textbook which might be used, and instructional material was 
hard to obtain. This obstacle has now been removed through the joint 
efforts of the King's Printer and a group of Vancouver teachers, whose 
chairman was Mr . W . Y . McLeish. They have produced a textbook which 
conforms with Practical Mathematics as outlined in the Programme of 
Studies. The authors and the King's Printer': may both feel pardonable 
pride at the completion of so admirable a piece of work. In respect of 
quality of paper, binding, and general appearance, the book compares 
favourably with the best product of our better known Canadian publishers, 
while the content of the book and its pedagogical arrangement reflect credit 
upon the authors. Each of the authors has dealt with one specific area in 
which mathematics is employed: Mathematics of Finance by C. J . Cook, 
B.A.Sc. ; Mathematics of the Mining Industry by D. H . Rae, B.A.Sc. ; 
Mathematics of the Fishing Industry by G. S. •.Wilson. M . A . ; Mathematics 
of Transportation by P. L . McCreery, B . A . ; Mathematics of Building 
Construction by F . R. Corp, City and Guilds of London Institute; Mathe­
matics of Logging and Lumbering by C. F . Barton, B.A.Sc. ; Mathematics 
of Agriculture by H . L . Manzer, B.Sc.; Mathematics of Mechanics by J . R. 
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Founder, B.A.Sc.; Mathematics of the 
Home by W. R. McDougall, B.A. 

At the present day the word "inte­
gration" is constantly met in the litera­
ture of the curriculum. In Mathematics 
this means that the subject should not 
be dissociated from all other aspects of 
reality. Through the light it throws 
upon the industrial activities of the 
Province, "Vocational Mathematics" is 
a good demonstration of the integration 
of Mathematics with the Social Studies. 
Its value in occupational guidance is 
obvious even in a cursory examination 
of it. 

Principals of small high schools which 
are not equipped to give courses in the 
Industrial Arts or Home Economics, 
Shorthand or Typewriting, arc some­
times at a loss when it is suggested to 
them that they should offer their stu­
dents something more than the purely 
academic subjects. It is now required 
that students aiming at University 
Entrance take 15 credits in the Free 
Elcctives. Five of these may be for 
Practical Mathematics. Students will 
like this subject, and a High School 
which offers it will gain the goodwill of 
the community.—H. B . K I N G , Ph.D., 
Technical Adviser, Department of Edu­
cation, Victoria. 

GLARENCE Gagnon; Cornelius 
Krieghoff; by A. H . Robson, Ryer­

son Press; paper cover 50c, cloth $1.00. 
In the vulgar phrase, orchids to 

Ryersons for their scries of booklets cov­
ering the lives and some of the best 
work of our Canadian artists. Included 
in the group are Thomson, J . E . H . 
MacDonald, A. Y . Jackson, Paul Kane 
and the two particularly mentioned 
above. If you encountered the first issue 
of the series on Thomson and MacDon­
ald you will not be disappointed in these 
new editions of Krieghoff and Gaynor. 
They are delightful. The attractive "get-
up" of the little books (just five by six 
and a quarter) is not belied by the con­
tents, the chief charm of which lies in 
the reproductions which arc surprisingly 
clear in line and fresh in colour .There 
is a generous number (not that a gener­
ous number could ever be enough)—and 
it is refreshing to find some less well-
known but equally delightful work. 
There has been so little opportunity lo 
discover Canadian art is far from im­
poverished that for most children and 
many of us so-called adults it is repre­
sented by a dozen or so easily obtained 
reproductions. Since the best of anything 

loses its flavour if over-indulged this is 
hardly a good thing. 

A n y o n e w h o is "picture - minded" 
would be pleased with either the Krieg­
hoff or the Gagnon booklet, for whether 
the reaction is toward the academic de­
tail and colour of the former or toward 
the stronger composition and colour of 
the latter, there is a charming quality in 
both. The illustrations arc certainly the 
principal pleasure of the books but they 
arc accompanied by "analytical com­
ment" which would perhaps add especial 
interest for chiidren. The prefaces are 
brief, vivid biographies by A . H . Rob-
son. The Gagnon number mentions the 
artist's work in the realm of illustration 
and includes three of his paintings for 
an edition of Maria Chapdclaine. His 
particular style is especially well suited 
to Louis Ilcmon's story and one yearns 
to own a copy so happily completed. 
Manj' more C a n a d i a n artists find them 
selves as fortunate when they "stoop" 
to illustrate. And may the Ryerson Press 
be encouraged to keep their promise to 
add more volumes of Canadiana. Even 
lo including the odd worthy Westerner! 

If you are thinking of spending fifty 
cents on a hyacinth instead of that loaf 
of bread, indulge in one of these paper-
covered booklets. The dollar jacket must 
be even nicer. And as an addition to the 
school library they belong. That's just 
all. They belong. —R. G R O S S . 

* * * * 

T HE Federalist by Alexander Hamil­
ton, John Jay, and James Madison; 

published by the National Home Library 
Foundation assisted by the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York; price, 50c. 

This paper-backed volume of 620 
pages comprises a collection of 85 
lengthy articles written in 1787 and 
published in the New York press in 
serial form over a period of six months, 
and an introduction by Prof. E . M . 
Earlc of Princeton. 

Tlie chaotic condition of government 
of the Union under the Articles of 
Confederation had led to the calling of 
the Philadelphia Convention 'of May, 
1787, to revise the Articles. This Con­
vention had instead drawn up an en­
tirely new document, the Constitution of 
the United States, which was then to be 
submitted to the individual states for 
approval. These articles were published 
prior to the vote being taken in New 
York by these three advocates of the 
Constitution. 

The Federalist is a masterly and ex­
haustive analysis of the fundamental 
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principles upon which the government ot 
the United States was established but it 
is also frankly a campaign document. 
It is admittedly a piece of special plead­
ing; it is often repetitious; it is not 
always frank and its analogies arc of 
doubtful application. The Constitution 
provided for representative rather than 
democratic government, and safeguarded 
economic interests rather than individual 
liberties. (Thc first ten Amendments to 
the Constitution constitute the American 
Bill of Rightss and were adopted on the 
insistence of the Jeffersonian Republi­
cans). Thus these essays deal at con­
siderable length with the need for a 
strong central government. Although 
they are masterpieces of prose, they 
would be more acceptable to the modern 
student of history if they had been 
published in condensesd form rather 
than in the original text.—J. K . K E E N A N . 

* * * * 

SOME Suggestions Towards a Re­
vised Philosophy of Education, the 

fifth John Adams lecture, delivered in 
the University of London Institute of 
Education by Prof. John Macdonafd of 
the University of Alberta. Oxford 
University Press; price, one shilling. 

This is the central idea of Dr. Mac-
donald's lecture: "Co-operative thinking 
is the lifeblood of democracy". 

Thc lecturer, after paying a tribute to 
John Adams, took a look at Plato's 
Republic. The great Greek, he said, had 
a viewpoint different from ours. To 
produce an ideal individual, he would 
create an ideal society. We delegate to 
our schools and colleges the task of pro­
ducing the perfect individual, and leave 
society to go its own way. Plato's idea 
was better. . According to the ancient 
philosopher there should be an essential 
harmony bstween the constitution of 
society and that of the individual soul. 
Dr. Macdonald is aware of the dis­
harmonies between the constitution of 
our society and the aims of the educator, 
and wishes to suggest ways in which 
these disharmonies may be overcome. 

When he looks at our society, he sees 
many things that do not savour of true 
democracy. The worker has no feeling 
of security, and there constantly rises 
before his vision the ragged ghost of 
poverty.. Energy that might be used for 
constructive purposes is thus consumed 
by worry and fear.; Moreover, he has 
no leisure, in the true sense of that 
word. Wearied by his labours, he finds 
an escape in picture shows and light 
entertainment. He, who is supposed to 
be democratic in his thinking about 

politics, is inclined to become cynically 
indifferent to all parties and all politi­
cians. Thc lecturer admits that some­
thing has been done in places to give 
the worker a say in running a business 
and in profiting by its success, but he 
feels that only a beginning has been 
made in this direction. He is unwilling 
to admit that an industry must be run 
in an autocratic manner. Indeed, if an 
industry cannot be run along democratic 
lines, then, according to his main argu­
ment, democracy is impossible. 

Whether democracy is possible or not 
will depend on the ordinary man, The 
author quotes approvingly from Thc 
New Stale by Miss Follctt: "the object 
of group life is not to find the best 
individual thought, but thc best collec­
tive thought". Can the masses of the 
people be educated to insist on the type 
of discussion which aims at discovering 
the common idea? We must have 
co-operative thinking. Wise and bene­
volent autocrats, who would relieve us 
of thc hard work of thinking, have no 
place in a democracy. The true demo­
cratic leader must not only sec the best 
idea, he must persuade others that it is 
the best. Only then is his idea truly 
practical. A minority disagreement 
indicates a partial failure. 

What about our schools? What can 
they do? What manner ot institutions 
sshould they be? The writer disagrees 
with the idea of Dewey that the school 
should be a miniature replica of society. 
Indeed, he maintains that this is im­
possible. Thc family will not disappear, 
an assumption of the Dewcyitcs, nor 
can the school replace thc better part of 
thc family's1 contribution tc education. 
Real life exists outside the school, and 
will have a,..profound influence on the 
life of thc adolescent, as it has on the 
life of the adult. Thc school is not to 
make good the omissions of society, but 
society is to make good thc omissions 
of thc school. The special function of 
thc school is instruction, or, as he pre­
fers to call it, enlightenment—the liber­
ating of the human spirit. This enlight­
enment should be supplemented by ex­
perience in the practical affairs of life. 
The adolescent should join some 
organization—not a political party—that 
has specific practical objects. Thus he 
will learn something of thc society in 
which he lives, and see that others have 
ideas to contribute no less valuable than 
his own. 

If our world, then, is to become truly 
democratic, there must be reform within 
and without the schools. What hope 
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can we have lor democracy, he asks, 
when we look at the mass of mankind? 
They are lazy. They find thinking hard 
work. They prefer the easy way. Again, 
they are hero-worshippers, and often­
times, carried away by the magic of a 
strong personality, they forget the im­
portance of the common idea, that vital 
outgrowth of co-operative thinking. 
Finally, they arc stirred by the appeal 
of the romantic. Phrases charm away 
their reason: they arc led into blind 
alleys by Nordic supremacy, the white 
man's burden, the superman, and the 
victory of the proletariat. Near the end 
of his lecture, the speaker says: "Is the 
average man capable of being educated? 
We do not know. Al l the democrat can 
do is to hold fast his faith in the 
average of human nature". 

This booklet of 21 pages is well worth 
reading. Dr. Macdonald places his thesis 
squarely before us: "co-operative think­
ing is the lifeblood of democracy".— 
E . T . O L I V E R . 

* * * * 

CHOOSING Your Life Work: 
Alberta Teachers' Association; T . H . 

Best Printing Co., Toronto, 1938. 
When Gtiidance was included in the 

revised Programme of Studies, wc be­
lieved British Columbia to be in the 
vanguard of educational though but it 
came as a distinct surprise to know that 
the Alberta Teachers' Association has 
already compiled and issued the above 
monograph dedicated to the youth of 
Alberta. 

In the Foreword written by Dr. M . E . 
LaZerte, President, Alberta Teachers' 
Association, it is stated that the work 
was sponsored and made financially ' 
possible by the Alberta Teachers' Asso­
ciation. The method of compiling uW 
information was to send copies of a 
questionnaire to 815 students ranging 
from Grades V I to XII asking the life-
work which each would be most inter­
ested in doing. Then 400 copies of a 
vocational questionnaire were sent out 
to various teachers who contacted em­
ployees of the trades and professions. 
Mr. F . T. Tyler, ,B.Sc, then .compiled 
and organized the information in its. 
present form. 

The Introduction makes it quite clear 
that the material obtained can in no way 
take the place of vocational experience 
but it can give "information about such 
experience" and so help to develop : an 
appreciation of the student's future 
responsibilities. '• •• . 

From the title it is easily seen that 
the .book is written for the student. The 

W. F . E . A 
announces 

(Continued on page 191) 

Planned in 
conjunction with the 

8TH
 BIENNIAL CONGRESS 
AT RIO DE JANEIRO 
From New York July S 
From New Orleans July 10 

Returning to New York Aug. 27 
. by specially - chartered 
Holland America Liner 

"ROTTERDAM" 
5 3 DAYS • 5 5 0 0 u p 

VISITING: 
Havana, Curacao, Venezuela, Per-
nambuco, Buenos Aires, Montevideo, 
Santos, 5 ' / 2 days at Rio, Bahia, Trini­
dad, Barbados, Puerto Rico. 
A unique opportunity to combine 
educational and vocational phases 
of travel . . . to attend the great Con­
gress of World Federation of Educa­
tion Associations on a summer-long 
cruise to South America and the 
West Indies. 

Plan now for this new-
type summer vacation. 
Write for information to 

W O R L D F E D E R A T I O N OF 
EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS 
1201 Sixteenth St., N: W:; Washington, D. C. 
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and Students 
REDUCED FARES FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW 

YEAR'S BETWEEN ALL STATIONS IN CANADA 

Fare and one-quarter for Round Trip. Tickets 

good going Saturday, November 26 up to and 

including Monday, January 2, 1939. Return 

to be made not later than opening day of 

school or college, as shown on the certificate 

presented, but in no case later than midnight, 

January 31, 1939. 

Ask the Ticket Agent for further particulars 
or write: 

G . B R U C E B U R P E E 

G E N E R A L PASSENGER A G E N T 

V A N C O U V E R , B. C. 

Telegraph your relatives and friends you are coming! 
Canadian Pacific Express Travellers' Cheques—Good the World Over 
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News, Personal and Miscellaneous 
BRITISH C O L U M B I A T E A C H E R S 

L O S E A F R I E N D 

NE W S has just reached us of the 
death on the 20th of November of 

Mr. Hugh R. Dent at his home in the 
south of England. Mr. Dent was the 
chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the well known firm of publishers, 
J. M . Dent & Sons (Canada) Limited 
and was president of the parent com-
pauw of London, England. Both he and 
Mrs. Dent have been frequent visitors 
to British Columbia in the past and 
have a large number of friends and 
admirers in educational circles in our 
province. His passing in this, the 
Golden Jubilee year of his firm, is a 
distinct loss to the publishing world. 

left the Old Country shortly after thc 
European crisis (if after is the right 
word) and brought with her a gas mask 
which we s.'ncerely hope she may never 
need to use. 

Miss McLennan is not new to British 
Columbia. She lived in Victoria as a 
child and, we are sure, is glad to see 
this western world again. 

Welcome back, Miss McLernan. 

E X C H A N G E T E A C H E R 
B E R E A V E D A N D R E P L A C E D 

MISS Scptt, exchange teacher from 
Scotland, who commenced the 

teaching year at Kitsilanor Junior High 
School, returned to her home last month 
after receiving news of her mother's 
death. The bereavement had occurred 
during Miss Scott's first trip away from 
home. 

The B. C. Teacher extends to Miss 
Scott the deepest sympathy. 

To take the place of Miss Scott has 
come Miss McLernan. Miss McLernan 

A C H R I S T M A S M A R R I A G E 

TH E announcement was recently 
made of the coming marriage of 

Mary Elizabeth (Beth) Pollock, only 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J . R. Pollock 
of Vancouver, to Duncan Grant Mor­
rison of Port Coquitlam, only son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Morrison of Van­
couver. Tbe marriage will take place 
on December 26th. 

Miss Pollock graduated from thc 
University of British Columbia where 
she also took her M.A. in '30 and 
Teacher Training Course in '31. She 
taught for a short time in Central 
School, Vancouver, before going to her 
more recent position, that of assistant 
with the High School Correspondence 
Department, Department of Education, 
Victoria. 

Mr. Morrison graduated from the 
University of Washington. He later 

(Continued from page 189) 
first four chapters deal with the general 
idea of self-analysis and the vocation, 
the sources of vocational information, 
what students say about their life-work, 
the Alberta School System and it srela-
tion to life-work, and changes in thc 
working world. It is of interest to note 
that the classification of vocations used 
is similar to that of British Columbia— 
the Canadian census arrangement. The 
remainder of the book deals with the 
following occupations as they apply to 
Alberta: Agriculture, Manufacturing, 
Building and Construction, Transporta­
tion and Communication, Business Occu­
pations, Finance, Professional Service, 
Service, Clerical Work, Civil Service, 
and Education of Exceptional Children. 
For example, in the chapter dealing. with 
Professional Service, 27 occupations are 
discussed. In turn each vocation is 
organized under the following headings: 
Opptrounities, Hours, Advancement, 
Security of Tenure, Special Advantages 
and Disadvantages. From the foregoing 

it may be thought that there would be 
a monotony to such an arrangement but 
as each vocation was written by a dif­
ferent person there is a freshness about 
the work. 

Choosing Your Life Work has definite 
limitations. In the first place, it is 
written for Alberta students only, a 
statistical comparison being made be­
tween Alberta and Canada. In the 
earlier chapters of thc book the frequent 
use of statistics may become tiresome. 
On the other hand, there is a wholesome 
frankness on the presentation of voca­
tional information. Furthermore, this is 
the first up-to-date book on Canadian 
conditions that has come to cur notice. 
Such a book is worthy of a place in the 
library of any guidance teacher. The 
Alberta Teachers' Association is to be 
complimented for its contribution, and 
it is hoped that this may point the way 
to a co-operative movement on the part 
of guidance teachers of British Colum­
bia.—A. J . DODD. 
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look his M.A. at our provincial univer­
sity. Before going to his preser: posi­
tion as principal of the high school at 
Port Coquitlam, Mr. Morrison taught at 
Parksville, Vancouver Island. 

The teaching colleagues of these two 
young people and, particularly Mr. 
Morrison's fellow workers on the Edit­
orial Board of The B. C. Teacher, join 
in wishing the prospective bride and 
groom a happy and long life. 

R E M E D I A L R E A D I N G 

TH E first course in remedial reading 
to be held in British Columbia, if 

not in all Canada, was conducted in 
Victoria during October and November 
under the direction of Dr. H . B. King, 
in co-operation with the local school 
boards. 

A n enthusiastic group of 24 teachers 
from the areas represented in the newdy 
organized Greater Victoria Teachers' 
Association met four times a week for 
three weeks in the library of the Central 
Junior High School. Plans have since 
been made to put underlying principles 
of remedial reading in operation. It is 
beyond question that the pi/t ils handi­
capped by reading difficulties may be 
greatly benefitted by instruction given in 
this important subject. 

R A D I O C O U R S E 

PU B L I C interest during tlie past 
decade has given rise to a course in 

radio, presented over the radio. For 
the fifth' year, Dr. C. Davis Belcher is 
giving his "Modern Radio Course" over 
Station W I X A L , World Wide Broad­
casting Foundation, University Club, 
Boston, Mass. The broadcasts are on 
Mondays at 5:00 p.m. on 6.04 Mc. and 
on Fridays at 2:00 p.m. on 11.79 Mc. 
Because of the short wavelengths used 
in broadcasting, the transmissions are 
easily received in British Columbia.1 

These lectures should prove almost in­
valuable to teachers of physics who are 
anxious for authoritative information on 
radio problems ranging from elementary 
to complex. The station is a non-profit, 
non-commercial station by law. Helpful 
lesson booklets may be obtained from 
the station at cost. 

Dr. Belcher has been a commercial 
wireless operator,.United States Govcrn-
ernment radio inspector,: radio engineer 
r.for the United States Coast and Geo­
detic. Survey and has/for the.past.few 
years, been giving this course under the 
auspices of the Massachusetts ' Depart­
ment of Education. 

B O O K W E E K T E A A T V A N C O U ­
V E R P U B L I C L I B R A R Y 

TH E Boys' and Girls' Department and 
the Charles Dickens Room of the 

Vancouver Public Library held open 
house for the members of the Vancou­
ver Librarians' Association on Monday, 
November 14th, in the Library. Tea 
was served. The many colourful dis­
plays throughout the room were sources 
of inspiration. The meeting was held as 
the annual celebration of Children's 
Book Week and the teachers and 
librarians were privileged to see, on this 
occasion, many of the "treasures" of the 
library. The exhibit of foreign picture 
books was a rare treat. Special books 
which receive such annual awards as the 
Newberry and the Caldecott medals 
(American), Carnegie award (English), 
and the Prix Jeunesse award (French), 
were on view. An original display of 
interest to parents as well as to teachers 
and librarians illustrated the stages in a 
child's reading from the earliest interest 
in Mother'Goose rhymes through fairy 
tales, myths, poetry, realistic and nature 
stories, romance and biography. Librar­
ians and teachers appreciated the hospi­
tality of the staff of the library and are 
very grateful to Mr. Robinson, librarian, 
Mrs. Ladler, head of the boys' and girls' 
department. Miss McTavish, head of the 
Intermediate Department (Charles 
Dickens Room), and to the staff for 
the fine service which they offered to 
the teachers of Vancouver. 

RADIO P R O G R A M M E S 

IN subsequent issues The BiC. Teacher 
.will' carry a-schedule of radio pro­

grammes of an educational nature. As 
yet most of the radio work otV.this type 
is done in the eastern United States, and 
because of the limited range of radiation 
of stations broadcasting on the Standard 
Broadcast Band, Western Canadian lis­
teners are deprived of much of the best. 
However, until next issue when a fuller 
list will be given, here are a few pro­
grammes that may quite easily be heard 
on the west coast: 
SUNDAYS : • ., -f^.-.-": 

9:30, a.m., 680 K C , K P O ( N B C Red) 
" University of Chicago Round 

Table. 
10:30 a.m., 1100 K C , CBR, It Came 

To Pass ' 
1:00 p.m., 920 K C , K O M O , Strange 

As It Seems. 
6:00 p.m., 1100 K C , CBR, Shake­

spearean Series. 
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6:30 p.m.. 970 K C , KJR, (NBC Blue) 
Reader's Guide. 

9:30 p.m., 920 K C , K O M O ( N B C 
Red), One Man's Family. 

9:45 p.m., 970 K C , KJR, ( N B C 
Blue), University Explorer. 

M O N D A Y S , FRIDAYS, INCLUSIVE: 
10:00 a.m., 970 K C , KJR, ( N B C 

Blue), University Explorer. 
10:15 a.m., 920 K C , K O M O ( N B C 

Red), Let's Talk It Over (Mon. 
only.) 

11:30 a.m., 710 K C , KIRO, School of 
The A i r ; 
1100 KC, CBR, London Call­
ing. 

12:00 noon, 970 KC, KJR, Department 
of Agriculture. 

2:00 p.m., 710 K C , KIRO, Let's 
Pretend (Mon. only). 

7:00 p.m., 970 K C , KJR, True or 
False (Mon. only). 

7:30 p.m., 970 K C , KJR, Radio 
Forum (Mon. only). 

8:30 p.m., 970 K C . KJR, ( N B C 
Blue), Stanford University. 

P E N S I O N S — O L D A G E 

TH E pension question is very much 
in the foreground of teachers' 

minds today. It is. comforting to 
realize, in the midst of rumours alleging 
raids on the teachers' pension fund, that 
there is a pension for which the qualifi­
cations are easily met. It is the Old 
Age Pension. From A Fact a Day 
About Canada'^we. glean the following 
in formation: 

The Old Age Pension is payable to 
any British subject of 70; vears and 
over who is not receiving an income of 
$365 a year. He must, have resided:in 
Canada for. at least.20 years and must 
have lived in the province in which the 
application is made for five years imme­
diately : preceding the date of the: com­
mencement of the pension. No appli­
cant must have assigned or transferred 

''property for. the purpose. of qualifying 
for a pension. Indians are not eligible. 
The provinces are charged with the 
payment of the pensions, the .Dominion 
government reimbursing each province 
quarterly, tothe. extent of 75 per cent 
of the net;cost. . Previous to 1931, -the 
Dominion 'Government paid one-half of 
the amount. : A l l . the provinces are 
operating under <. this ; agreement.. In 
1927 British , Columbia; was the first .to 
have this Act become .effective, followed 
by Manitoba and Saskatchewan the next 
year and by Ontario, Alberta, and the 
North-West Territories in 1929. Pay­

ment of pensions commenced in Prince 
Edward Island in 1933, in Nova Scotia 
in 1934, and in New Brunswick and 
Quebec in 1936. At March 1, 1938, the 
total number of pensioners was about 
176,000. The Dominion Government has 
contributed over 123 million dollars to 
these pensions since the inception of the 
Act. Last year's contribution was 28% 
million dollars.—A Fact a Day About 
Canada. 

A R E Q U E S T 

T HE B. C. Teacher would like to 
keep you informed about your pro­

fessional friends in other parts of the 
province, but it is not omniscient nor 
omnipresent; it needs correspondents to 
send in the personal items for publica­
tion. Will you send in, or see to it that 
someone in your district sends in, such 
items as are required? Thank you. 

Changes in professional qualifications 
or status, or work being done to effect 
such changes; notice of articles or 
writings that other teachers have had 
published in other publications; unusual 
educational activities; something new in 
extra-curricular activities; summer trips 
or excursions with comment from 
teacher-traveller point of view; vital 
statistics relative to" teachers and their 
families—births, marriages, deaths—in­
formation on any or all of these topics 
is invited. 

Send information (it-,need not be 
"written up"—bare facts will do) to 
Ralph O.^Norman, 2505 West Seventh 
Avenue, Vancouver, B. C. 

U . B. C: N A M E S S T A F F F O R 
S U M M E R SESSION 

EI G H T noted visiting professors and 
21 from the University of British 

Columbia faculty will comprise the staff 
of the University summer session in 
1939 under/'direction of Prof. Lemuel 
Robertson, President L . S. Klinck an­
nounced after a board of governors 
meeting.. 

Following are the appointments: 
Botany, Dr. A . H . Hutchinson, Dr. 
Frank. Dickson and Prof. John David­
son, U . B. C. Chemistry, Dr. R. H . 
Clark, Dr. William Ure, U . B. C. 
Classics, Prof. Lemuel Robertson, 
U . B. C. Economics and Commerce, 
Prof. G. . F.' Drummond, TJ. B. C. Edu­
cation, Dr. W . G. Black, U . B . C . ; Dr. 
H . E . ' Smith, University of Alberta. 

English—Prof. F . G. C. Wood, U.B.C., 
and: Dr. Edward Chapman, University 
of Utah. Geology and Geography, Dr. 
Gordon Davis, U . B .C. , and Dr. Eric H . 
Faigle, Syracuse University. 
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History—Prof. F. H. Soward and Dr. 
Sylvia Thrupp, U. B. C. Mathematics— 
Dr. Ralph Hull and Prof. F. J. Brand, 
U. B. C, and Dr. R. L. Jeffery, Acadia 
University, and Dr. F. C. Leonard, 
chairman of the department of astro­
nomy at University of California at 
Los Angeles. 

Modern Languages—Dr. D. O. Evans, 
Dr. Joyce Hallarnore, Dr. Deborah A. K. 
Aish and Dr. Joan Dangclzer, all of 
U. B. C. Philosophy and Psychology— 
Dr. J. A. Irving, U.B.C. ; Dr. Wilbur 
Long, Dr. Frank Davis, University of 
California at Los Angeles; Prof. J. A. 
Sharrard, University of Saskatchewan. 

Physics—Dr. O . E. Anderson and Dr. 
A. M. Crooker, U. B. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF UNIVERSITY 
EXTENSION 

"'T s HROUGH the Department of 
J L University Extension, the facilities 

of the University of British Columbia 
are made available in some degree to 
every citizen, group and community in 
the Province of British Columbia . . . 

"Since the Department received last 
year three or four times as many re­
quests for lectures as could be supplied 
without interfering seriously with the 
regular teaching duties of the members 
of thc staff, and since it desired to 
distribute the lectures as equitably as 
possible throughout the Province, it is 
necessary tojimit the number of assign­
ments to ariy one community. 

"A group requesting a lecture must. 
provide a suitable hall, and make pro­
vision for1 the local expenses. The 
University .will pay the travelling ex­
penses ot the lecturer. A nominal fee of 
$10 is charged for each lecture. Com­
munities which, owing to unusual cir­
cumstances, are unable to pay ,. the 
regular fee, may be given special xon-

>• si-deration". 
We quote from Bulletin No. 10, De­

partment of University Extension, in 
which wc see listed 65 different lec­
turers, who are prepared to speak on 
over 290 different subjects. 

Teachers can very_ properly lead the 
way in organizing groups to study and 
hear lectures under the direction of the 
Department of University Extension. 

Write for a copy of Bulletin No. 10. -: 

•Education is to instruct the whole 
people' in the proper care of the body. 
— H O R A C E M A N N . 

DUNCAN PLAN FOR T H E CO­
OPERATIVE PURCHASE OF 

T E X T BOOKS 
Decision was made to start on a small 

sr'eali: in 193S with the purchase of suf­
ficient prescribed Text Books only, for 
the use of a maximum class of 40 for 
all pupils entering Grade VII. (Junior 
High School). 

The Books purchased were: 
40 Canadian School Atlas $ .65 
40 World Geography 1.20 
40 Elementary English Grammar 50 
40 History of Britain 95 
25 Foods, Nutrition & Home 

Management (Manual) ... 40 
40 Dominion Language Series 

Book 3 75 
40 Can. Book of Prose & Verse (1) .53 
25 Junior Electricity 65 
25 Woodwork for Junior High 55 
40 Elementary Science 1.05 
40 Dominion French Reader, 

Book 1 75 
all are obtainable from the Text Book 
Branch, Department of Education, at 
15 per cent, catalogue prices as quoted 
above. Care was taken to first pur­
chase from local dealers all the above-
named books which they had in stock 
from thc previous year at the same 
price paid by the Board to the Text 
Book branch. 

The total outlay this year was $250.28 
and it was decided to charge each pupil 
using thc full set of books $1.25 per 
annum, payable at the commencement 
of tbe term. 

Collections to date from the one Grade 
(VII.) are $69.50. Next year both 
Grades VII. and VIII. will be able to 
u the same books, at an estimated in­
crease of two-thirds in collections, which 
should make it possible to pay for the 
books outright in three years. No dif­
ficulty has so far been experienced in 
making collections as all parents con­
cerned have welcomed the opportunity 
to make use of the books. 

It is essential that one capable teacher 
only be placed in charge of all Co­
operative Text Books and be made 
responsible for the collections and for 
recording the payments made. All col­
lections are turned in weekly by thc 
Principal to the Secretary-Treasurer, 
through whom all book purchases are 
made. 

Use of thc books and payment of 
rental is not compulsory. Those students 
who wish to purchase their own books 
outright are free to do so; but this may 
not be done through the School Board. 
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Correspondence 
DR. SANDERSON AND OUR 

JAPANESE CANADIANS 
November 5, 1938. 

Editor, Thc B.C.Teacher: 
Permit me to voice my commendation 

of your editorial, "Isn't it about time 
that we spoke up" in the October issue 
of Thc B. C. Teacher. Particularly I 
would mention two excerpts: 

1. "Our duty of treating them with 
humanity, when they have been admitted 
and actually permitted to get born here, 
is not open to debate". 

2. "Certain teachers have had the 
courage to protest against policies that 
are as dangerous as they are un­
christian". 

In connection with these excerpts I 
should like to comment. My experience 
has taught me that a problem can be 
solved enly by thinking, never by force. 
British Columbia citizens who simply 
campaign against Canadian-born Orien­
tals without using their heads to solve 
the problem belong to the class of war­
mongers. Fact number one is that there 
is a Canadian-born Japanese population 
in British Columbia. Fact number two 
is that they are going to remain here. 
What then shall we do about it? Wc 
can treat them with friendliness as 
fellow-Canadians, or we can ostracize 
them as undesirables. The latter policy 
as you point out, is dangerous: as well 
as unchristian. Problems are made, not 
solved, that way. 

I agree with you, Mr. Editor, that it 
is about time that wc, as teachers, spoke 
up. 

I was interested in the editorial in 
this morning's News-Herald -which 
closed with: "Canada can absorb her 
minorities with friendliness far more 
readily and effectively than by the em­
ployment of the Big Stick". 

J. R. SANDERSON. 

OUR MAGAZINE TABLE 
APPRECIATED 

Mission Jr.-Sr. High School, 
Mission, B.C., 

November 22, 1938. 
Editor, The B.C. Teacher: 

We find "Our Magazine Tabic" a 
most valuable section of The B. C. 
Teacher. 

F R A N K W I L S O N , 
Principal. 

AN EXCHANGE TEACHER'S 
PROBLEMS 

Penticton, B. C, 
21st November, 193S. 

Editor, Thc B.C. Teacher: 
I am accepting your invitation for a 

free discussion on a topic that was 
raised in Thc B. C. Teacher October 
issue. You made reference to the tact 
that thc experience of teachers visiting 
British Columbia and teachers returning 
from exchange elsewhere were not util­
ized to the fullest extent, and that there 
were insufficient facilities to allow 
visiting teachers to become acquainted 
with the various schools in British 
Columbia. 

As an exchange teacher 1 certainly 
would like to sec as many different 
schools as possible in British Columbia; 
but (this is my own feeling on the 
matter) I feel that when I leave my 
classroom to go visiting some other 
school, it nv.ans that someone else has 
to do my work while I am away. If 
thc school board concerned cannot 
afford to send a substitute in my place, 
then one or more of thc staff have to 
share my work between them. It is 
because of this added burden lo the 
teachers of the school that I feel reluc­
tant to ask for time off to visit other 
schools. 

1 mentioned this to my Principal at a 
school in Winnipeg last year (incident­
ally, I spent a year in Winnipeg on 
exchange from South Africa) and he 
made arrangements which allowed me to 
visit other schools without imposing too 
much of a burden on the staff of thc 
school. 

(a) If it was i a group outside the 
Education Department that wanted to 
hear me speak on the educational system 
in South Africa, then the one who was 
asking me had to make arrangements to 
pick me tip at thc school at 12 noon, 
take me to the place of meeting, and 
then to return me to school at the end 
•">f the lunch hour at 1:30. I gave mam-
"talks" during such lunch hours. 

(6) Many of thc "talks" were given 
in my own time, and their arrangement 
would not interfere with the school 
hours. 

(<:) If a principal of another school 
wanted to have me address the students 
of his school, then I would be available 
on a particular afternoon. This particu­
lar afternoon would be when I would 
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probably have my "free period" and an 
"auditorium period" that could be com­
bined with that of some other class, so 
that others on the staff would not have 
to take care of my class while I was 
away. 

Wherever possible, the principal ex­
tending the invitation would send a 
teacher to take my place while I was 
away addressing students. If, however, 
any of the above arrangements were not 
convenient, then my principal very gen­
erously offered to take over my class 
until my return. 

As a result of the generosity and die 
encouragement of my Winnipeg princi­
pal, 1 was able to give, within the ten 
months that I was in Winnipeg, over 50 
addresses to Service Clubs, Alumni, 
University, Teachers' Federations, Par­
ent-Teacher Associations, Churches and 
Church Guilds, Schools, Masonic Lodges, 
Fraternals, and Radio audiences. 

The question then is, if you did have 
the facilities in British Columbia, would 
you find many of the exchange teachers 
that would avail themselves of the 
opportunities. I think I am right in 
saying that the majority of the teachers 
who make these exchanges are women, 
many of whom are reluctant to speak, in 
public. Personally, I used to be almost 
a nervous wreck when I was asked to 
do such a simple thing as read out an 
announcement in South Africa, so I 
sympathize with anyone who is asked to 
address a public gathering; but thanks 
to my year in Winnipeg, I can now 
enjoy a little of the meal after which I 
am to speak. I never had much of the 
meal before that I 

Here I am placed in a small com­
munity, and if I had to vis'it schools 
elsewhere, someone would have to take 
my place. Can you suggest anything to 
help me see some of the rest of British 
Columbia? I would even venture that 
I would be prepared to talk to some of 
the meetings interested in education if 
that would help me get there. 

Since coming to Pcnticton, I have 
given four addresses (one of these to 

...the Kelowna .Teachers' Association, at 
;-the Neison Convention) and I have been 
i-booked for two more up to date. I think 

this shows that although there may not 
be adequate facilities, if there is a 
teacher willing to: face the audience, 
opportunities will be made. 

Here arc two suggestions for what 
"they are worth 

1. In-; the regulations governing ex­

change teachers, there is in the Trans­
vaal (my home province) a clause that 
reads something to the effect that 
teachers returning from a period of 
exchange overseas may be expected to 
submit a copy of their experiences and 
any suggestions that they may have to 
offer for the benefit of the department. 
Such a regulation might help in British 
Columbia. 

2. I visited a "one-man" school near 
here and I found that one of the great 
difficulties was lack of material, such as 
books, magazines, etc. I do not mean 
educational books but the periodicals 
that are so numerous in the towns. Each 
year the children of the urban schools 
make "project books" or note books con­
taining any amount of pictures, cut-outs, 
etc., and very often at the end of a year 
or two these very same books find their 
way into the garbage can. Wouid it be 
possible to pass some of these note 
books on to the lesser privileged chil­
dren in the rural areas? I am sure 
many of these children would get many 
hours of delight and perhaps a little 
information out of these note books, and 
at no cost beyond the postage. At this 
small cost the children in the urban 
areas would be doing something prac­
tical with;.'heir note books and the rural 
children weald be deriving some benefit. 

I carried this idea a little farther by 
getting the children in my school in 
South Africa to make up a note book on 
"South Africa" and they sent mc a very 
fine book, and I gave that to the school 
in Winnipeg in exchange for a note 
book on "Canada". I am taking this 
back with mc to my own school in 
South Africa. It will be highly treasured 
in South Africa. It will give the children 
and teachers there a better idea of what 
Canada is like and of what is done here 
along this particular line of the school 
routine. 

I would like to get some information 
on the "Correspondence Courses" in 
Education that arc carried on in British 
Columbia. There is no such course 
(apart from those given by commercial 
institutions) for the children of the 
Transvaal and I would be very grateful 
if you coulil put mc in touch with some­
one who could supply the information. 

Secondly, I would like to find out 
about the administration, purposes, etc., 
of the- "Pro-Rec" courses, I think that 
is what they arc called, something to do 
with the province and recreation. 

Thanking you for your time and in 
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anticipation for thc information asked, 
I remain, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
J O H N G I L M O U R , 

On Exchange from South Africa. 
(Mr. Gilmour's letter was received 

after the writing of the leading editorial 
for this issue, in which the problem of 
the exchange teacher was once again 
brought to the attention of our readers. 
All persons interested in education by 
mail for students of elementary and 
secondary grades should correspond • 
with Mr. J . W. Gibson, Director of 
High School Correspondence Courses, 
Education Department, Parliament 
Buildings, Victoria; while, for data 
regarding provincial recreation centres 
under the aegis of Dr. Weir and his 
Departments, one should write to Mr. 
Ian Eisenhardt, 789 West Pender Street, 
Vancouver. Some of the information 
asked for by Mr. Gilmour will be sup­
plied in early issues of Thc B.C. 
Teacher. Others of his questions and 
suggestions are of a type calling for 
study by such a committee as The B. C. 
Teacher hopes to sec created to devise 
ways and means for making teacher-
exchanges more profitable to all con­
cerned).—EDITOR. 

CHRISTMAS SEAL CAMPAIGN 
British Columbia Tuberculosis Society, 

710 Seymour St., 
Vancouver, B. C , 

November 22, 1938. 
Editor, The B.C. Teacher: 

Your kind reference in The B. C. 
Teacher to our magazine, Your Health, 
encourages me to write regarding our 
Christmas Seal campaign, now under 
way. 

Today thc main idea in approaching 
tuberculosis is prevention. Wc must get 
at the,child, guard it, watch it through 
thc danger years, deliver it into man­
hood and womanhood strong and well. 
;;. Hence the tuberculin testing of chil­
dren. The disease doesn't just happen; 
it comes from another case. Many 
children have thc seeds sown in thc 
home, by a 'relative, an affectionate 
grandmother who doesn't know she her­
self has tuberculosis. Fathers with a 
"cigarette cough", who have "always 
had it", frequently have the disease and 
infect their families. 

Christmas seals provide thc sinews of 
war in which there is no armistice until 
this great menace is removed. Today 
Christmas seals have placed in the New 
Westminster area a nurse and car. This 

experiment is devoted towards discover­
ing new casei, contacts, suspects. Mass 
tuberculin testing of children is being 
carried out; already we know that suc­
cess is attending this experiment. 

I believe The B. C. Teacher, organ of 
such a wonderfully organized body of 
intelligent opinion, can help very defi­
nitely in spreading thc gospel of pre­
vention, through the child. 

Wc appreciate thc opportunity of 
placing our news and views before you. 

Faithfully, 
J . J . K E R R , 

Executive Secretary. 

BOOSTING "THE FORUM" 
Ladysmith, B. C, 

November 19, 1938, 
Editor, Thc B. C. Teacher: 

To the best of uiy knowledge there is 
in Canada today only one magazine of 
independent opinion in public affairs and 
thc arts—The Canadian Forum. Yet 
from information I happen to have, I 
believe thc number of subscribers among 
thc thousands of teachers in British 
Columbia could be counted on thc 
fingers, and the total number of sub­
scribers in this province is very small. 
No wonder wc in Canada arc politically 
and artistically backward. I have been 
interested in thc publicity given to The 
Canadian Forum from time to time by 
The B. C. Teacher and wish to do my 
bit to attract to Thc Forum thc attention 
of British Columbia teachers. 

Those who would like to give The 
Canadian Forum a try may write to 28 
Wellington Street West, Toronto, or 
subscribe through The B. C. Tcachcr. 
The rate is $2 a year; $1.50 is thc 
Christmas gift rate; $1.15 through The 
B. C. Teacher. 

Thc magazine contains much material 
useful to teachers, especially in Social 
Studies, Economics, Literature, and Art 
Book reviews are good. 

Yours sincerely, 
R O N A L D G R A N T H A M . 

B. C. PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
3780 Twelfth Avenue West, 

Vancouver, B. C, 
November 24, 1938. 

Editor,'The Ti. C. Teacher: s ' 
You may be aware that this Society, 

with thc kind co-operation of CJOR, is 
giving a talk on stamp collecting 
especially designed for school. Stamp 
Clubs, every Friday from 2:15 to 2:30 
p.m. This was started after a thorough 
discussion with, and with the approval 
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of, the Superintendent of City Schools 
and several Principals. The idea is, very 
largely, to answer questions which would 
appear to be of general interest, sub­
mitted by school Stamp Clubs, and the 
script is prepared by Mr. Bruce Fletcher 
of Alexandra School and the writer. 

It has been suggested to us that 
possibly some of the rural schools might 
be interested if they were aware of 
these talks; should this appeal to you, 
wc should be glad if you would mention 
it in your publication, and if advised 
that you are so doing, wc will keep you 
advised of any changes in time which, 
as the broadcasting company is donating 
their services, has to be made to fit in 
with their commercial programme. 

We might add that no advertising 
other than for our auction for benefit of 
the Santa Clans Fund is mentioned, it 
being a purely voluntary effort for the 
good of the hobby. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 
Sincerely yours, 

M. N ICHOLSON, 
Chairman, Committee for Jr. Work. 

HELP OFFERED 
Cloverdale, B. C , 

November 30, 1938. 
Editor, The B.C. Teacher: 

May I, through the medium of your 
magazine, inform the elementary teach­
ers of British Columbia that a great 
many teachers arc availing themselves of 
the units of work and projects offered 
by the Committee on Factual Informa­
tion. The response has been most en­
couraging, and the Elementary School 
Teachers' Department hopes that it is 
offering, and will continue to offer, work 
which will help to supply a long-felt 
need. May wc remind the teachers that 
any such work of their own which they 
have- found especially useful in the 
classroom would be welcomed? Kindly 
forward to Miss A. J . Dauphinec, 590 
Hamilton Street, Vancouver. 

At the present time two new units are 
being prepared for distribution. They 
are projects on "The B. C. Indian" und 
"The. Eskimo". Both arc exceptionally 
good and should warrant a big demand. 

Any suggestions or criticisms on the 
work of the Elementary Council would 
be welcomed by the Executive. Please 
direct your correspondence to the Presi­
dent or Secretary-Treasurer. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. - J E N K S , : 

• . .' j \ r Secretary-Treasurer, 
-, Jilcjri.cntary School Teachers' Dept. 

SABBATICAL L E A V E 
King Edward High School, 

Vancouver, B. C , 
November 24, 1938. 

Editor, The B.C.Teacher: 
In view of the growing interest in 

Sabbatical Leave, your readers may be 
glad to know the provisions under 
which such leave of absence is made 
available in Hawaii. I quote from the 
Biennial Report of the Department of 
Public Instruction, Territory of Hawaii, 
1937; Act. No. 75, Scries A-20: 

"This act authorizes the Department 
'to grant a year's sabbatical leave of 
absence to any teacher who has served 
eight years in the public schools of 
Hawaii, such teacher to be guaranteed 
a return to his or her position at the 
expiration of the leave'. It provides 
further that such teacher shall be paid 
'the difference between the minimum 
salary provided for the position vacated 
and the salary to which such teacher 
would be entitled if regularly reap­
pointed . . . " 

"This act has been popular with 
teachers. During the past year 33 
teachers were granted such leaves. All 
teachers on sabbatical leave devote at 
least one-third of the year to travel or 
study. The schools of Hawaii profit 
from this arrangement as well as partici­
pating teachers. Under the provisions 
of the law, there is no additional cost to 
the Territory. In time this act will be 
looked upon as one of the most im­
portant developments in the history of 
school legislation in Hawaii". 

When teaching in Hawaii on exchange 
1 found that sabbatical leave was 
looked upon quite as a matter of course, 
no longer requiring debate. 

W. M. A R M S T R O N G . 

SAYS THANK YOU 
November 25, 1938. 

Editor, The B.C.Teacher: 
Thanks very much for your helpful 

reference to the Classical Journal in 
the November issue of the B. C. Teacher. 
Wc appreciate very much your con­
tinued support of the classics and wish 
you great success in your efforts to 
induce more of our Canadian friends 
to read the Journal. 

Very sincerely yours, 
EUCKNK TAVKNNER, 

Editor-in-Chief. 

Health is a manufactured article,— 
as much so as any fabric.—HORACE 
M A N N . 

if 
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Highlights of t 

COMPULSORY price-fixing ot gaso­
line, which was due by Order-in-

Council to go into effect in, British 
Columbia on October 26th, was halted 
by a temporary injunction on October 
24th continued after hearing on Novem­
ber 1st until the constitutionality of the 
legislation can be tried. 

Despite the highest revenue in his­
tory, Finance Minister Hart was unable 
on November 9th to promise any relief 
to British Columbia taxpayers. Reven­
ues exceeded $31,000,000; capital in-
indebtedness was reduced $2,000,000, to 
$149,000,000; but the surplus ot 
$3,365,000 failed to cover the province's 
share of relief costs. 

United Farmers of Canada, Saskat­
chewan section, on October 21st ordered 
its directors to study authoritatively 
"setting up a western autonomous state 
within the British Empire governed by 
a single western government elected 
democratically". 

* * * * 

APPOINTMENT of the King's 
brother, the Duke of Kent, as the 

next Governor-General of Australia was 
announced October 26th. 

A new world non-stop distance record 
was set by nine British Royal Air Force 
fliers on • November 7th when they 
reached Port Darwin, Australia, from 
Ismailia, Egypt, a distance of 7160 miles 
in just over 48 hours. 

To Prime Minister de Valcra's sug­
gestion of October 17 that Britain could 
better assure herself of Eire's support 
in international crises by inducing Ulster 
to join a united Ireland, Lord Craig-
avon, Prime Minister of Northern Ire­
land, replied a week later that civil war 
would follow any attempt to force such 
a change. 

The British Labor Party on October 
28 published a manifesto demanding a 
ministry of defence to make the country 
safe • from air attack and organize the 
nation for defence and support of col­
lective security through the League of 
Nations, more extensive use of credit 
control to develop trade with demo­
cratic countries, and solution of the 
colonial question not by redistribution 
among imperialistic powers but by plac­
ing all colonics not ripe for self-
government under international trustee­
ship in the interest of colonial peoples 
and of the world. 

The British Government has no in-

ie World News 
tention of interfering with the extensive 
export of scrap metal to Germany, it 
was reported November 5. 

Though more than 80,000 Italian 
troops and 10,000 Germans remained in 
Spain, to say nothing of equipment. 
Parliament on November 2 supported 
Prime Minister Chamberlain's plea tthat 
the withdrawal of 10,000 Italians justi­
fied bringing the Anglo-Italian accord 
of April 16 into effect on November 16. 

Britain's air estimates will be raised 
from £120,000,000 to £200,000,000 next 
year to provide for over 5000 fast fight­
ing planes for defence and a 30 per cent 
increase of first-line planes, it was 
announced November 10. 

Mrs. J. L. Adamson, Labor, won thc 
first by-election since the Munich Pact 
when she took the usually Conservative 
seat of Dartford with a 10 per cent 
majority, November 7. 

* * * * 

EDOUARD Herriot on October 29 
warned the Radical-Socialist Party 

of France that the republic would go 
thc way of Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
Spain and China if it did not stand 
firmly united for the democratic liberties 
or if Premier Daladier drove a wedge 
between labor and other classes. Thc 
party voted approval of Daladier's policy 
of appeasement with the dictators. That 
policy had already received encourage­
ment from the Senatorial elections of 
October 23 when Right parties gained 
ten scats at thc expense of Centre and 
Left. Fears of a Nationalist coup did 
not materialize on November 11 when 
thousands of veterans crowded to Paris 
to demand a "public safety" government, 

Rebel forces in Spain finally succeeded 
in reaching thc Euro on November 7. 
Barcelona , claimed on October 27 to 
have proof Italy had recently sent 4549 
fresh troops to Spain to replace in part 
those withdrawn. 

Libya was decreed a part of Italy on 
October 26, and five days later 18,000 
settlers left Italy in a four-year plan to 
settle 80,000 families on farms in that 
country. 

Karl Kautsky, veteran German Marx­
ist and opponent alike of "revisionism" 
and Leninism, died in Amsterdam after 
celebrating his 84th birthday, October 16. 

Germany demands return of her 
: former colonics t'» tolo, said Gen. von 
Epp on October 29, but has no further 
demands on France and Britain and 
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does not intend to use force to get them. 
On October 28 Germany started a 
wholesale deportation of Polish Jews, 
many of whom were denied return to 
their native land, On November 7 a 
17-year-old Polish refugee shot and 
killed a secretary in. the German Em­
bassy in Paris. German Jewry was 
immediately assessed a fine of 1,000,-
000,000 marks to which was added up 
to 100,000 marks each from about 100 of 
the wealthiest Jews in Berlin to pay 
for damage done to Jewish-owned 
shops by anti-Jewish rioters on No­
vember 10. On November 14 all Jews 
were expelled from any public institu­
tions of learning which still admitted 
Jewish students. The Berlin Stock 
Exchange forbade selling by Jews to 
prevent a slump in prices. While pro­
tests from all democratic governments 
were sent to Berlin the chief problem 
among these governments seemed to be 
to find new homes for all the refugees 
and to transport them there. General 
Beck, chief of staff of the German 
army, resigned on October 31. Hitler 
declared on November 6 Germany was 
ready to disarm as soon as the "war 

•agitators" had been disarmed. 

In a drive on Nazi agitators, Swiss 
police on November 12 had arrested 
over 100 persons. 

Foreign Minister Beck of Poland 
failed on October 21 to secure Ru­
mania's agreement to a scheme to 
partition Ruthenia with Hungary . 
Hungary on October 23 rejected Czecho-
slovakian offers for a settlement and 
threatened an invasion. Under pressure, 
chiefly from Germany, the demands 
were modified and on November 2 
German, and Italian arbiters awarded 
Hungary 4000 square miles of Czecho­
slovakia with a population of 860,000, 

. which was occupied on November 5 r.nd 
6. On November 14 Germany demand­
ed territory southwest, of Pilscti be­
cause of strategic communication lines. 
Meanwhile, on October 21 Czechoslov­
akia terminated its defensive alliance 
with Soviet Russia at Germany's be­
hest. There were also signs, that the 

' soldier-Premier Syrovy was trying to 
please his German ally by banning thc 
Communist,, German Liberal, and Jew­
ish newspapers: published in Czecho­
slovakia, and by forbidding, pro-Jewish 

. and anti-dictator, films and plays, in­
cluding "The House of Rothschild", and 

i Karl Kapec's "White Malady'.'.; ' 
.'Belgian local elections on October. 16 

• gave the fascist Rex Party'only S'Jpcr 
cent, of the votes. 

In the Polish general elections of 
November 6 about 60 per cent, of the 
electors voted (nearly twice the usual 
number) and the government won 
about 75 per cent, of the seats. 

Germany unofficially warned Lithu­
ania on October 27 the fate of Czecho­
slovakia awaits her if Memcl is not 
granted autonomy. 

* * * * 
Premier Kemal Attaturk of Turkey 

died on November 10 and was suc­
ceeded by Ismet Inonu, elected by the 
National Assembly. 

British authorities established martial 
law in Palestine on October 18 and put 
a sudden stop to disorders. Thc Grand 
Mufti declared the following day peace 
would depend solely upon thc estab­
lishment of an independent government 
and the ending of Jewish immigration 
and iand purchases. With publication 
of the Woodhead Report on partition 
on November 9 the British Government 
announced abandonment of the plan, to 
the bitter disappointment of both Jews 
and Arabs despite the announcement of 
plans for a tripartite conference. 

The Japanese invaders entered thc 
city of Canton on October 21 and on 
October 25 the flaming city of Hankow 
was abandoned by the Chinese. It was 
still evident that China had no in­
tention of making peace on Japanese 
terms which included the ousting of 
Chaing Kai-Chck and the Kwomiutang 
and the acceptance of a Japanese con­
trolled puppet government. Japan im­
mediately began to take steps to curtail 
any foreign trade which might aid the 
Chinese and on November 3 declared 
thc Washington Nine Power Treaty 
dead. The immediate effect of both 
was immediate protests from all inter­
ested foreign powers, especially thc 
United States. With thc establishment 
of an oil monopoly, Japan on November 
1 claimed complete economic control of 
Inner Mongolia. British power in the 
Far East is "done forever", the Japan­
ese ambassador in Rome declared on 
October 27. 

* * * - * 
Pedro Agttirre Ce r da, millionaire 

farmer, became President-elect of Chile 
on .October 25.' The leader of the 
United Front of Radicals, Socialists, 
and Communists received about 212,000 
votes to 199,000 for conservative • Senor 
Ross. 

Thc new Federal Wages and Hours 
Law came into effect October 24, estab­
lishing a minimum industrial wage ot 
25 cents an hour and a maximum,44-
hour week. 



Go Home for Christmas 
Greatly Reduced Fares for Teachers and Students 

Are On Sale to January 2, return limit January 31 

Kamloops - - #12.60 

Vernon - #16.70 

Prince George - #34.45 

Edmonton - #37.20 

Calgary - #37.20 

Saskatoon - - #49.40 

Regina - - #52.65 

Winnipeg - - #58.35 

Even lower fares for travel in coaches and tourist 
sleeping cars. 

Special steamship fares for teachers and students 
now available between Vancouver and Powell River 

Your local agent will be glad to give you 
further details. 

Also ask him about special low rates in connection 
with Express and Telegraph Services for Christmas 

and New Year—speedy and inexpensive. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS 
, V-76-38 
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