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D O W E M E A N IT? 

" J J E A L T H is the first objective of education". 
These are the introductory words under the heading "Courses of 

Study" in the new curriculum for British Columbia, our official confession 
of faith. Are they true? Should they be true? 

If your schoolroom or mine provides an approximately representative 
cross section of the population of this province, a very slight study of 
available statistics will reveal some of the catastrophic consequences that 
are going to befall members of that particular class because you and I, in 
the by and large, are content to talk platitudinous and hypocritical blather 
instead of taking the necessary steps to promote and protect the health 
of the rising generation. 

One, two, three, four, as the case may be, of the smiling care-free 
children that will face you and me .tomorrow morning in our classrooms 
are going to die, quite needlessly, of tuberculosis. Look around the class. 
Very likely you can already name in advance one or more of the probable 
victims of ignorance and bad habits. In your school and mine is every­
thing possible being done to prevent this horrible wastage ? 

One, two, three, four, as the case may be, of the smiling care-free 
children that will face you and me tomorrow morning in our classrooms 
are going to die, quite needlessly, of cancer. What about it? 

Several of your pupils and mine, who may escape dramatic and con­
spicuous disease^ are getting ready to go through life enfeebled and 
ineffective,' because, owing to unhygienic habits now being confirmed, 
their engines will be hitting on only one cylinder. Very likely the names 
of some such: children—toward whom you and I stand in loco parentis— 
come immediately to mind. Are pur consciences clear? 

Even scientists are still deplorably ignorant regarding the casual 
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Two classrooms were e x a c t l y a l i k e . 
Yet i n one, with ordi.uary l i g h t i n g , 
there were eleven f a i l u r e s . In the 
other, c o r r e c t l y l i g h t e d , only two 
c h i l d r e n f a i l e d ! 

CAN IOU HEAD THIS? 
You should be able to read fine print like thli 
without effort at ordinary reading distance :] 

I f you cannot,'you probably 
need more l i g h t . 

BETTER LIGHT...BETTER SIGHT <ryy 

- BRITISH C O L U M B I A E L E C T R I C ^ A I L W A Y GO, LTD. 
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processes that are involved, but it is e\ ident to every one of us that physical 
health is closely bound up with mental health. 

In your school and mine, which is treated as the more important and 
significant,—symptoms of mumps or symptoms of social maladjustments? 
The riprned frait of such maladjustment will be reaped hy a mathemati­
cally calculable proportion of our boys and girls. 

Some of the fruit of preventable or remediable social maladjustment 
now in process of confirmation among students in our schools will be eaten 
by inmates of our prisons. Some of the fruit will be eaten by members of 
the pitiful and repugnant procession of patients crowding government 
clinics for the treatment of social diseases. Some of it will be eaten behind 
the locked doors of asylums. It is well to reflect upon where we should 
look, twenty years from now, for the results of neglect of the physical and 
mental health of the boys and girls now in our respective classes. 

It is not merely a question of neglect. The facts are worse than that. 
There is no thoughtful and well-informed reader of this editorial who does 
not know respects in which the schools make positive contribution to 
mental and physical ill-health. This will continue to be true until all 
teachers are seized of the fact that whether they are teaching science or 
social studies or English or foreign languages or anything else in the 
curriculum, their primary objective is the physical and mental welfare of 
their pupils. When that principle is grasped, there will come profoundly 
important reforms in class organization, in disciplinary methods, in 
procedure for testing capacity and attainment, in reports to parents, and 
in many other aspects and incidents of school life. 

The promotion of health is everybody's job and should be operative 
every day and all day long. That does not mean however that we should 
continue to minimize the importance of formal instruction and properly 
directed exercise. The schools of British Columbia could with advantage 
absorb tomorrow double the present number of experts in health and 
physical education. 

Are you lucky enough to be employed in some one of our most modern 
and best • equipped schools, where the staff includes highly trained 
instructors who specialize in health education? 

If so, your pupils probably get one whole teaching period a week for 
physical education,"and during a brief section of the school year they 
probably have rotating periods once a week—surrendered under protest 
by teachers of other subjects—for formal instruction in what we hopefully 
designate as a course in Health. 

Play is an excellent thing for the health of children. But is is not an 
excellent thing to play with children's health. 

The writer is quite well aware that schools probably never before were 
as healthy and happy as they are today. He knows that school principals 
and school nurses and school doctors and specialists in physical education 
and a great army of ordinary classroom teachers are trying hard to make 
things better still. : He knows that the results bein<;. , Sieved are encourag-
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ing even if exceedingly inadequate, lie also realizes, however, that the 
present epoch of exceptional education readjustment is one outstandingly 
favorable for effecting reforms that would bridge the chasm separating 
accepted theory from actual practice in the matter of school health. 

We cannot do everything, but we can do more than we are doing. 

The B;! C. Teacher hopes that among those at present engage!1, in the 
revision of the course of studies for senior high schools there are teachers 
who arc doing valiant and successful battle for such recognition of the 
importance of education for health as will place it at least on a par with 
instruction in geography or in mathematics or in Latin. We shall not be 
doing our duty'to-the children of our province until to the attainment of 
"the first objective of education" they each devote at least one period a day. 

Until that time comes, if anybody tries to tell the editor of this 
magazine that health is the first objective of the schools of British 
Columbia, he will have to resort for fitting comment to the vocabulary of 
disillusioned youth of a Lost Generation. 

His silent reply will be "Oh yeah?" 

O B I T E R D I C T A 

T N accordance with the instructions of the Executive Committee the 
editor reminds his readers that January. 31 will be the last day upon 

which ballots can be mailed in connection with the referendum on the 
Teachers' Professional Bill. 

COME members of the Magazine Committee have been conspicuously 
effective in securing articles dealing with the special problems of their 

departments. Others have yet to be heard from. How should' an editor 
designate a department1 that never says1'anything? Would one be right in 
assuming that the teachers in that department must he dumb? 

* * *; : ; . . . * * 
' T v O the Canadian Red Cross and Dr. David A . Stewart we are indebted 

for an article on, what the teacher should know about tuberculosis. 
Dr. Stewart has performed many services for Canada. Probably the most 
important of them has consisted simply in being David A. Stewart. 

HONOLULU - J A P A N - CHINA - PHILIPPINES 
cice cn "Empress of Japan" VACQ cn 
J f p 5 " ALL INCLUSIVE TOUR / / J * ™ ' 5 0 

45Ipiys J U L Y 10 to A U G U S T 24 ^ 45 Days 
The rT.TO- J M S OI Japan" IS fuHy bool:ed for this trip. Only tour space 

..' remains, gleans malio enquiries xTQW. 
' ^ ' ^ o ^ e 1 " 8 ' , MISS AT^NE S T E W A R T 
909 East 28th Avenue, Vancouver, B . C . Phone: Fair. 2855-L 
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OUR MAGAZINE TABLE 
The articles in the January issue of Thc Classical Journal (George 

ttanta Publishing Co., Menasha, Wis.; $2.25) that will most interest high 
school teachers are probably Frederick W. Horner's report of an alterna­
tive course for pupils who will not continue their classical studies far 
enough to attain reading ability in Latin and George Dcpue Hadzits' paper 
on fhe future of the classics in thc college. I hope to be able to return 
some time to a discussion of one or both of these essays. They arc 
important. "We can no more dispense with Latin and all that it stands 
for", says Professor Hadzits, "than the biologist can ignore evolution. . . . 
Liberal culture rests upon such knowledge, . . . a liberal culture that 
includes a genuine understanding of our own language, literature, religion, 
philosophy, art, social and political history; a liberal culture that recog­
nizes the continuity of human endeavor and is rich because of that 
knowledge that escapes the evils of isolati> . vhich come from inadequate 
knowledge of the past. This ideal of a liberal culture no university can 
afford to neglect, much less ignore". Professor Hadzits has practical 
suggestions to offer for the salvaging of this rich cultural heritage, now in 
such serious jeopardy. He deprecates mandatory regulations in this con­
nection and would rest his case upon the possibility of so enriching the 
first years of the college course in Latin as to create a new tradition of 
voluntary election. 

* * * * * 
International Pedogogical Information, published monthly in English, 

French and German editions, is a publication of great promise. The 
October number contains an article by the French Under-Secretary of 
State for Leisure Time and Sport. (Query : when shall we ha-ve a minister 
with a title like that in Canada?). Not^s on Science and its Teaching 
inform us that, in reply to a claim for academic freedom based upon the 
international character of science, Dr. Gross, leader of the Office for 
Racial Politics in the Nazi Part}', declared the principle of the interna-
tionality of science to be erroneous. The purpose of German science is 
to assist the German people in their struggle to regain economic and 
political power.—It is impossible, in the space here available, even to list 
the topics of international importance upon which / . P. I. supplies data. 

s|c % % $ $ 

It is relatively dull living in British Columbia. At all events it is much 
more exciting in New Yoik. Here teachers do not look upon Trustees 
as their natural enemies even though teachers' salaries are not all 
that they should be. Neither do classroom t?achers have to be 
continually fighting for elementary human rights in their relations with 
administrative officers, the school boards and the general public. Neither' 
have we any powerful associations whose loyalty renders mere teachers 
suspect to treason. Consequently, Thc New York Teacher always pro­
vides interesting reading. If anybody wants lessons in teacher-baiting, he 
should meekly study, educational news from the American commercial 
metropolis. It makes a British Columbian gasp. The population of New 
York seems to consist of 100 per cent Americans, "furriners", Jews, 
Negroes and school teachers, in order of decreasing dignity. 
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If you are employed in an elementary school and are not yet familiar 
with Thc Grade Teacher (411 Fourth Avenue, New York; $2.50) you 
will be doing yourself a favour if you examine a copy. 

* * * * * 
The November issue o l School Arts (Schools Arts Magazine, Wor­

cester, Mass.; $3.25) interested me very much indeed. The Editor, Pedro 
]. Lemos, Director of the Museum of Fine Arts, Stanford University, 
strikes the keynote in his editorial on American Art and almost all .the 
rest of the magazine is devoted to illustrative Indian work or to articles 
showing how Indian motifs may be used to advantage. A good piece of 
work. The December number of this same magazine has also come to 
hand and been examined with pleasure. Have all you folk who are teach­
ing Art familiarized yourselves with this publication? 

* * * * * 
The Canadian School Journal (Fort Perry, Ontario; $1) in its 

November number offers its readers the most interesting and valuable 
issue that it has produced to date. The magazine devotes this month 
almost exclusively to various phases of the problems incidental to Larger 
Units of School Administration. Popular objections are freely explained 
and the arguments in favour of Large Administrative Units are well 
marshalled. Teachers, trustees and ratepayers in sections of British 
Columbia where large scale consolidation of existing school districts is 
under consideration will find it to their advantage to study this number of 
the School Journal with considerable care. Single copies may be pur­
chased for 10c. 

The Instructor (F. A . Owen Publishing Co., Normal Park, Dansville, 
N . Y . ; $2.50) supplies its readers with 76 big pages of attractive material 
in its December issue. I hope that man}' of our British Columbia teachers 
will play Santa Claus to themselves this year by ensuring the regular 
arrival of The Instructor at their classrooms during 1937. 

o * * * * * 
Among the many journals that, like Thc B. C. Teacher, are the organs 

of teachers' associations the following are regular and welcome visitors to 
Our Magazine Table: Washington i Educational Journal; Thc News 
Bulletin, published by the Department of Classroom Teachers of the 
National Education Association; Thc Bulletin, published by Ontario 
Secondary Teachers' Federation; The Bulletin, published by Saskatche-

. wan Teachers' Federation; The Teachers' Magazine, issued by the Provin­
cial Association of Protestant Teachers of Quebec; The AT.A. Magazine, 
organ of our Albertan colleagues; Thc Educational Review, official voice 
of the teachers of New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island Federations; , 
Pennsylvania School Journal; The New York Teacher; The A. M. A.,: 
published by the Association of Assistant Masters in Secondary Schools 
in Great Britain; Seattle Grade Club Magazine; The Educational Courier, 
organ of the Federation of Women Teachers Association and of Ontario, 
Public School Men Teachers'Federation; and many others. 

* * * * * 
One of the most recent and welcome additions to our Exchange list h 

The Journal of Chemical Education, the official monthly publication ot the 
Division of Chemical Education of the American Chemical Society (20th 
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and Northampton Streets, Easton, Pa.; $3.50). Science teachers who are 
sufficiently awake to realize that things in their particular world did not 
stop happening at the moment of their graduation must find scholarly 
journals of this type exceedingly valuable. 

* * * * * 
The Social Studies (1021 Filbert Street, Philadelphia; $2.00) has 

provided its readers with very interesting reading in its December issue. 
Professor Schuyler's article on Indetermination in Physics and History is 
very thought provocative. Information that will surprise many relative to 
immigrant contribution to crime on this continent is provided by J . F . 
Santee of Oregon, who makes out a good case for the foreign-born. An 
article on Objective Measurement in High School Civics, general survey 
of the educational literature of the year and comments upon the final 
report and recommendations of the commission on History (College 
Entrance Examination Board) all demand and reward careful reading. 

We are sorry to note that financial difficulties have forced Manitoba 
Teachers' Federation to cease publication of The Manitoba Teacher in its 
customary form and to substitute an eight-page News Letter. It is appar­
ently the present policy of Manitoba Teachers' Federation to issue such 
a News Letter semi-annually. Teachers in British Columbia do not feel 
very affluent but during the depression they have generally suffered less 
—or been less obviously victimized—than have the rank and file of their 
Mani; .s. brethren. 

* * * * * 
The University of Toronto Quarterly (University of Toronto Press; 

$2; 3 years for $5) ; is a publication at once readable and scholarly, always 
welcomed by thoughtful readers throughout Canada. In the last number 
for 1936 Wilfred Gibson, himself in the foremost ranks of contemporary 
older poets, reviews in urbane style the English poetry of this generation. 
Sir Robert Falconer deals with an alleged visit of St. Paul to the tomb of 
Vergil and compares the outlook of the two men. Herbert L . Stewart 
discusses illuminatingly the relations between Fascism and the Machiavel­
lian theory of the state. The possibility or impossibility of Canadian 
isolationism as a national policy is studied by Professor Corbett of McGill. 
In an essay entitled "The Theme Song of American Criticism", an 
American professor of literature offers an intriguing reply to the question 
as to why great writers are apparently so conspicuously rare on this con­
tinent. Professor Wright of Manitoba University offers suggestions as to 
how modern mechanical agencies of communication might be capitalized 
to rescue democracy from its present dangerous plight. Other valuable 
articles include one by Professor Lower on problems of French Canada 
and-another by Basil R. English on Pindar and the Problem of Freedom. 
Teachers who are not familiar with this important quarterly should rectify 
that defect in their equipment. 

Jj- * * * * 

As usual, sample copies of magazines mentioned in this column will be 
placed by The B. C. Teacher in the Vancouver Teachers' Community 
Room, or, upoii application, will be forwarded for examination by teachers 
resident in other parts of the province. 
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B.C. T.F. AND KINDRED ASSOCIATIONS 
C O N S U L T A T I V E 

C O M M I T T E E 
A M E E T I N G of the Consultative 

Committee was held on Mon­
day, December 28th, 1936. Ten 
members were present, and Mr. 
R. P. Steeves was present by invi­
tation. 

Plans for the presentation of 
convention resolutions to the De­
partment of Education were 
reported. 

The announcement regarding the 
British Columbia Teachers' Feder­
ation Scholarship was revised to 
read as follows: 

" A scholarship of $50, given by 
the British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation, will be awarded at the 
close of the Summer Session to the 
Summer Session student who, hav­
ing been an active member of the 
British Columbia Teachers' Feder­
ation for the three years previous to 
the granting of the scholarship, 
completes in that session the third 
year of his university work with 
the highest standing in that year. 
To be eligible a student must have 
taken his entire third year at the 
University of British Columbia 
Summer Session in Extra-Sessional 
Classes, or by reading courses. 
Application must be made to the 
Registrar not later than the last day 
of the Summer Session Examina­
tions". 

A request from Dr. Willis re 
co-operation between teachers and 
inspectors to formulate a fitting 
ceremony on the occasion of the 
Coronation of King George VI was 
acted upon and the following com­
mittee was appointed: 

Messrs. J . M . Thomas (Cobble 
Hil l ) , H . W . Creelman (Esqui­

mau), H . K. Manuel (Chilliwack). 
S. V. Griffiths (Burnabv). and 
J . IT Hall (Vancouver). 

After a general discussion on 
Inspection, Reports, and the Ntw 
Curriculum, it was decided to ap­
proach Dr. Weir with the object of 
establishing more definite and uni­
form inspectoral standards. 

E D U C A T I O N W E E K 
On Monday, December 14th. a 

meeting of the British Columbia 
Teachers' Federation Education 
Committee was held. 

A very representative group was 
invited to be present, ranging from 
the Minister of Education, through 
the University, Normal Schools, 
Inspectorate and teaching staffs to 
the Editor of The li. C. Teacher. 

Seventeen persons were present, 
and letters of regret for inability to 
attend were received from Dr. 
Weir, Dr. Willis, Dr. Klinck, Mr. 
V . L . Denton, and Mr. H . N. Mac-
Corkindale. 

Mr. H . Charlesworth was ap­
pointed as Director of Education 
Week. In his financial report it 
was pointed out that of the total 
expenditure of $228.91 last year, 
$128.91 was borne by the British 
Columbia Teachers' Federation, 
and $100 by the Education Depart­
ment. No account was taken of 
the expense incurred through time 
devoted to the work by the office 
staff and General Secretary. 

A committee was selected to 
assist teachers in preparing topics 
for the week. Dr. Wm. G. Black 
and Messrs. A . R. Lord, H . H . Mc-
Kenzie and J . R. Mitchell form this 
committee and will assist on appli­
cation. 

Mr. R. H . Bennett was appointed 
(Concluded at foot of next page) 
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Vancouver Secondary School Teachers 

For some time past the Executive 
of Vancouver Secondary School 
Teachers' Association has felt the 
need of keeping members fully in­
formed regarding its activities and 
policies. Despite urgent appeals to 
attend important meetings and fre­
quent staff representative reports, 
some members appear to know very 
little of such important matters as 
the Draft Bill (which has been 
studied and discussed for two 
years!) Moreover, Secondary 
teacheis are faced with other 
drastic and far-reaching changes, 
such as a lengthened school day, 
which demand immediate action if 
they are to have some voice in 
determining the nature of these 
changes. The foregoing reasons 
justify the decision of the local 
Executive to keep in close touch 
with all members by means of bull­
etins. In this way the officers hope 
to keep Vancouver high school 
teachers fully informed as to the 
problems with which the profession 
is confronted. In return, the Exec­
utive ask all members to keep it 
fully instructed in regard to the 
attitude and policy they wish adopt­
ed from time to time. 

It is no doubt flattering to receive 
the reply which is sometimes given, 
that teachers have complete confi­
dence in their elected officers, and 

do not wish to be bothered with 
details. It is essential, however, 
that such officers proceed with 
assurance that they are carrying out 
the clearly expressed wisiies of a 
well-informed membership, fully 
prepared to support its Executive. 

At the Executive meeting of 
November 17, Mr. Cock reported 
the following recommendations of 
the Provincial Salary Committee: 
(1) That basic salaries remain un­
touched; (2) that increases be given 
annually; and (3) that the British 
Columbia Teachers' Federation try 
to secure salary restorations. 

Mr. McKie of the Problems Com­
mittee reported rumors that the 
Department was considering a 
lengthened school day; that Mr. 
Morgan had arranged a meeting 
between Mr. MacCorkindale and 
the General Secretary to discuss the 
matter; and that Mr. MacCorkin­
dale has asked the views of this 
association. He also stated that the 
Problems Committee was investi­
gating the effect of a longer school 
day on (a) pupils' health; (b) after 
school jobs; (c) elimination of 
homework; (d) extra-curricular 
activities; (<?) teaching load; and 
(/) school board budget. The Exec­
utive concurred with Mr. McKie's 
recommendation that a B. C . T . F . 
delegation be sent to interview Dr. 

Chairman of the Radio Publicity (N. B. C ) , Mr. G. H . Deane (In-
Committee. A , ' spectorate, Victoria), Dr. N . F . 

To assist Local Associations in Black (Editor, The B.C. Teacher), 
obtaining speakers for local meet- Mr. Wm. Gray (Inspectorate, N . 
ings the followinr-ocommittee was Shore). This committee was asked 
appointed: Mr. H . Charlesworth also to consider arrangements for 
(Chairman), Mr. H . H . McKenzie films, slides and other visual 
(Inspectorate), Prof. R. England materials. 
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Weir for details. When an answer 
was received a genera! meeting 
would be called to discuss the mat­
ter. Information was asked for re 
Pension Act, retiring age, etc. The 
President promised to secure details 
and to submit them to a general 
meeting lor discussion. 

On December 10 the Executive 
met again. A report was made to 
it concerning the Pensions Act and 
a meeting with Dr. Weir. The 
Minister of Education had promised 
to give at an early date a written 
reply to the representations of the 
association. A full report of busi­
ness transacted at the first meeting 
of the new B. C. T . F . Executive 
and of incidental debates, with 
special reference to Secondary 
school interests, was provided by 
Mr. Keenan. 

E L E M E N T A R Y 
D E P A R T M E N T 

A T a recent meeting of the exec-
utive of the Elementary De­

partment, Miss O. Heritage, chair­
man of the Research Committee, 
reported fully on the work of col­
lecting material such as criticisms 
of the programme of studies, units 
of work, successful teaching de­
vices, etc. The committee has on 
hand at present a number of ctntri-
butions which will be listed in the 
magazine from time to time. 

Following all the work done by 
this committee up to date M i : J 
Heritage's resignation came to the 
executive as a distinct disappoint­
ment. She explained, however, that 
her other many duties have inter­
fered with her ability to carry on 
further, and her resignation was 
accepted with regret. Mr. Wm. 
McMichael, 1269 Tattersall Avenue, 
Victoria, has taken on the work, 
and it is under his chairmanship 
that a letter is being sent to all 
members urging them to use the 

committee freely as a means of 
intercourse and of exchange of ex­
periences among members inter­
ested in carrying out in practice the 
ideas and ideals of the new 
curriculum. 

It was decided to suggest to the 
Elementary Department Convention 
Committee that provision be made 
on the programme of the Easter 
Convention for an assembly of thc 
Central Research Committee with 
representatives of various studs' 
groups as set up in the local asso­
ciations. 

Miss Peck of New Westminster 
visited the meeting and told of her 
investigations, extending over a 
number of years, on the subject of 
and studied report cards used in the 
Report Cards. Having examined 
Canadian provinces, various other 
parts of the British Empire, and 
the United States, Miss Peck recom­
mended the advisability of develop­
ing a report card suitable for British 
Columbia needs but she suggested 
the wisdom of offering no such card 
to the Department for permanent 
institution until ' had been used 
experimentally few selected 
schools. 

Mr. J . S. Wilson, our Vice-
President from Prince Rupert, pro­
vided a most worthwhile feature of 
the meeting when he summarized 
some of the difficulties of the 
teacher far from the lower main­
land. He presented a list of prob­
lems and questions. All these were 
discussed and some were answered. 
The list has been referred for fur­
ther discussion to the research 
committee. 

* * * 
P R O V I N C I A L S A L A R Y 

C O M M I T T E E 
At its December meeting the 

British Columbia Teachers' Feder­
ation executive appointed Mr. J . M . 
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Thomas of Cobble Hill chairman 
of the Provincial Salary Committee 
in place of Mr. A . S. Towell, who 
had resigned. Instructions to the 
committee were to deal at once with 
the salary question as it pertains 
particularly to rural district high 
and elementary schools. The com­
mittee is to bring in a report prior 
to the Easter Convention with 
specific recommendations (1) as to 
salaries and schedule in rural 
schools, and (2) as to method of 
financing. The committee will wel­
come constructive comment and 
suggestions from any teachers or 
organizations within the Federation 
and especially from teachers in 
rural schools. Opinion regarding 
the following points should be 
offered: (1) Basic salaries; (2) 
Annual increments; (3) Maximum 
salaries; (4) Principals' and Vice-
principals' salaries; (5) Retention 
of place on schedule when changing 
schools; (6) By whom should in­
crements be paid? 

Rural teachers should not need 
urging to respond to this invitation 
to deal with a problem of such 
importance to themselves. The 
committee has a limited time in 
which to prepare its report and 
prompt action must be taken by 
those who desire to avail themselves 
of the opportunity to present their 
opinions. Communications should 
be addressed directly to the Chair­
man of the Committee. 

* * * 
O. V . T . A . C O N V E N T I O N 
The Seventeenth Annual Con­

vention of the Okanagan Valley 
Teachers' Association, held in Kel­
owna, was the largest ever held in 
this section of the province. All 
valley points were well represented, 
as well as many centres far beyond 
the constitutional boundaries of the 
association. 0^ 
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Foundations 
of History. . . 
The success of these books Is due, 
largely, to the fact that both the 
language and the method of presenta­
tion are simple. Tho coloured illustra­
tions have been found of the greatest 
help in creating vivid impressions of 
other ages. In each boolc, the grouping 
of the stories is chronological. 

Introductory Books ^y, 
A Picture Book of the j \ ( 

Mother Country _ //> y 

48 coloured pictures bjf^J^eorg 
Morrow, each accompanied by the 
simplest of letterpress. 55 cents 

Agos Ago 
A fascinating book of stories about 
the Stone, Bronze, and Iron Ages. 

50 cents 
The Way to Egypt 

Stories of Egypt, Assyria, Sinai, and 
Palestine. With handwork exercises. 

60 cents 
Father Time's Tales 

Tales about traders of .Phoenicia, 
shepherds of Persia, wise men of 
China and India, etc. 70 cents 

Pilgrims and Adventurers 
Part I: 22 simple stories of great 
figures in . history from the days of 
Early Rome to the time of Richard II 
of England. 75 cents 
Part II: 24 stories of great figures in 
hisiory from the Middle Ages to the 
Twentieth Century. 80 cents 

Discoverers and Explorers 
By C . H A M E R - J A C K S O N . 
32 biographical sketches which are 
more than mere pen portraits, for the 
author succeeds in making the reader 
appreciate the urge which drove men 
far from their homes and over 
charted seas; moreover,: she .gives 
glimpses of the countries whose power 
they strove to extend in new lands 
Including sketches of Marco Polo 
the Cabots, Balboa, Cortes, Vancou< 
ver, Cook, etc. . 96 cents 

Thomas Nelson & Sons 
T O R O N T O Limited 

This year those serving on the 
Convention Committee were Mr. 
F. T. Marriage, chairman; Mr. 
L . B. Stibbs, Mr. W. J . Logie and 
Mr. A . W . Jones, secretary. Con­
veners of committees were Miss A. 
McLeod, Mr. Tom Chalmers and 
Mr. P. J . Kitley. 

The first meeting, to which the 
public was invited, was held in the 
Junior High School Auditorium on 
Thursday, October 22. President 
J . C. Loomer introduced the speak­
er, Dr. Kaye Lamb. Provincial 
Archivist, who gave an illustrated 
address on C. P. R. Construction 
History. 

Friday was given over largely to 
sectional meetings, most of which 
had special reference to the new 
Programme of Studies. Mr. J . N . 
Burnett, Inspector Matheson, Dr. 
H . B. King, Dr. Lamb and Pro­
fessor Ira Dilworth addressed the 
Secondary Teachers' section, while 
Miss Bollert, Mr. Henry Hill and 
Inspector Calvert spoke at meetings 
of interest to teachers of Element­
ary grades. All sections gathered 
to hear Professor Dilworth and Dr. 
King. Two luncheons were ar­
ranged, one for visiting inspectors 
and principals, the other for the 
purpose of a Round Table Discus­
sion with Inspectors Carter and 
Calvert. In the late afternoon rural 
teachers met at a successful in­
formal tea at the newly-opened 
Okanagan Valley Union Library at 
the invitation of Miss Page, .chief 
librarian. After the banquet, at 
which Mr. T. R. Hall, former 
Okanagan inspector, was presented 
with a silver tray in recognition of 
his 13 years of service, the annual 
dance was held in the Roval Anne 
Hotel. 

Saturday morning was given 
over to Round Table conferences 
for nurses, teachers of Home Econ-
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omics and Senior High School 
teachers and also to addresses by 
Inspectors Manning and Matheson. 
At the annual meeting held in the 
afternoon, Mr. W . R. Pepper of 
Vernon was elected President for 
1936-37. 

Transportation c h a r g e s were 
pooled, the rate of $2 being set for 
the purpose. To this and to the 
widespread interest in curricular 
changes is attributed the large at­
tendance of 250, which is a record 
for this association. 

S E C O N D A R Y S C H O O L 
C O U N C I L 

A meeting of the Council of the 
British Columbia Secondary Teach­
ers' Association was held in Van­
couver on December 21st. The 
session, commencing at 9:30 a.m. 
lasted until 6 p.m. Mr. J . K . 
Keenan, president, welcomed to the 
meeting 16 executive officials and 
six visitors. 

Following a few introductory re­
marks by Mr. Keenan, the Council 
considered several important items 
of correspondence. These dealt 
with the, preparation of an outline 
of the senior high curriculum, and 
recent resolutions from the English 
and Science sections dealing with 
the number of periods per week 
allotted under the new curriculum 
to these studies. Resolutions sub­
mitted by the sections concerned 
were referred to the appropriate 

.sections of the 1937 .Easter Con­
vention. & 

As soon as the question of cur­
riculum revision was introduced, 
verbal broadsides became the order 
of the day. The absence from the 
revision committees of members 
definitely representing the B .C .T .F . 
was deplored by several speakers. 

A major iiem of the morning 
discussions, arising from the Presi­
dent's report, was that of salaries, 
particularly those paid in rural 
areas. Representatives from such 
districts emphasized the unsatisfac­
tory conditions obtaining at present 
and pleaded for action which would 
be more effectual than the continual 
drawing up of statistical surveys 
and the expressing of pious wishes. 
It was reported that the teachers of 
at least one rural area intended 
entering into independent salary 
negotiations with the Department 
of Education. 

Following luncheon, at which the 
members were addressed by Dr. 
Sedgewick, the Council once more 
attacked the salary problem. A 
special Salary Committee, made up 
of teachers from rural and small 
urban centres, was appointed: Mr. 

- Bryan Thompson, Trail; Mr. E . R. 
G. Richardson, Comox; and Miss 
G. I. Mockridge, Cloverdale. 

Mr. F . Hardwick, member of the 
Editorial Board, officially represent­
ing the provincial Secondary 
School Teachers' Association, com­
plained of a dearth of information 
concerning the activities of local 
Secondary bodies. One member 
revived the now familiar suggestion 
that sample examinations be in­
cluded in The B. C. Teacher from 
time to time. To date the limita­
tions of space in the magazine have 
effectually prevented putting this 
proposal into practice. 

Resolutions concerning junior 
matriculation, scholarshipsvand the 
teaching of economics were intro­
duced from the Okanagan Valley 
Association and the Central and 
Upper Island Convention. It was 
stated that the Principals' Associa­
tion of Vancouver, in collaboration 
with the University of British 
Columbia, had already instituted an 
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economics course in senior matricu­
lation. The meeting referred the 
economics resolution to the provin­
cial Social Studies section. 

In order to familiarize provincial 
Secondary teachers with the work­
ings of the British Columbia Se­
condary Teachers' Association, the 
Council approved the mailing of 
copies of the tentative constitution 
to all members of the organization. 

The meeting onsidered reports 
from nine section chairmen. Mr. 
Gibbard suggested that texts taken 
off the authorized list be purchased 
by school boards and left in school 
libraries as supplementary reading 
material. The attention of the Coun­
cil was drawn to the fact that the 
Senior High School Social Studies 
Revision Committee is at present 
composed in the main of persons 
no longer engaged in teaching. 

From the report of the Science 
section came the warning thai: a 
grave danger threatened the suc­
cessful, introduction of science into 
Grades VII, VIII and IX, as a re­
sult of the lack of proper equip­
ment and of properly qualified 
teachers. 

' The \ Council learned that the 
Geography Revision Committee dis­
approves, at present, of the author­
ization of any particular textbook, 
as no text available covers the pro­
posed course. One representative, 
who was considering the position of 
the small school, wondered if there 
was a danger of jumping from the 
"frying-pan" of textbook reselling 
into the fire of the "note-dictation" 
method. 

Other chairmen reported their 
activities in connection with phases 
of curriculum revision, salary prob­
lems and administration. 

Mr: Keenan, completing this part 
of the agenda, agreed to call to­

gether subject section chairmen at 
an early date to consider the ar­
rangement of section meetings at 
the Easter Convention. 

Late in the afternoon the weary 
group reached the final items of new 
business, relating chiefly to such 
matters as the reform of the pres­
ent junior matriculation examina­
tions ; the setting up of permanent 
curriculum committees, and special 
meetings of out-of-town delegates 
at the British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation Executive meetings. 

Following considerable discussion 
the Council approved a resolution 
requesting the Department of Edu­
cation to form a committee of 
representatives of the Department, 
the University and the B. C. T . F. . 
to consider the reform of the 
junior matriculation examinations. 
It was hoped that this committee, if 
formed, would consider the needs 
of both small and large high schools. 

Difference of opinion occurred on 
the matter of special meetings of 
out-of-town members at B. C. T . F . 
Executive sessions. The Secretary-
Treasurer feared that such a pro­
cedure would assist the formation 
of a sort of caucus. 

The meeting heartily endorsed a 
resolution looking towards the 
formation of permanent revision 
committes, the members of which 
would retire and be replaced in 
rotation; this committee to be in 
continuous control of all matters of 
curriculum revision and textbook 
selection. The resolution also ap­
proved at least a 50 per cent repre­
sentation on such committees of 
teachers belonging to B. C. T . F . 

A few minutes before six o'clor' 
the Council appointed Mr. J . •' 
bard as chairman of a committee to 
select corresponding members on 
curriculum revision' committees. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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THE LOST ART OF READING 
By GEORGE H . GRIPKJN* 

"O F A D I N G , as a fine art, flourished from about tlie middle of tlie 
fifteenth century to the opening of thc twentieth, or from thc time the 

genius, Gutenberg, set up his press until Bud Fisher thrust upon a blase 
world his "Mutt and J e f f " . Reading since the Mauve Decade lias steadily 
declined. If you are skeptical try to sneak the coloured supplement of 
Sunday's newspaper and see what happens! 

Just as Gutenberg put the stopper on the meistcrsingcrs, minstrels, 
troubadours, and their gay company, so has the comic strip artist thrust 
out, swiftly and triumphantly, the noble art of reading. F.arly books were 
works of art; they cost much money and still do. They were the treasured 
possessions of the few. Books are still being printed today. Their total 
wordage appals one. Everybody writes them. And such books! Thrillers, 
mystery stories, reams of verse (not poetry), crime novels, gangster 
novelettes; all to satisfy our taste for sensation. We read them but not 
for beauty of English. Save the mark ! We wish to be entertained pictor-
ially; to experience vicariously the thrills we seek in vain in our humdrum 
lives. 

Pictorial writing needs no explaining. The author who sets out to 
write a crime novel must pack his story with swiftly moving pictures in 
words. Good English, subtle phrasing, word beauty are not for him. 

What does reading as a fine art mean? To appreciate reading we must 
clarify our viewpoint. As teachers are we to extol the. bookworm, or are 
we to educate our boys and girls so that they can enjoy the nuances of 
Lyly's "Euphues" ? Are we to bring forth a race of literary snobs, or are 
we to cultivate a love for good English, the English of Shakespeare, of 
Scott, of Stevenson, of Galsworthy, of Housman, of our virile Canadians? 
We are certainly not hampered by lack of material. Six centuries ago 
reading was limited to the privileged few;, who, living behind grey cloister 
walls, possessed the skill and opportunities'^ enjoy reading. 

It is not difficult to foster a love for good reading. If you doubt this, 
put it to the test. Go to the library, select a few books, prose as well as 
poetry; read them and, as you read, select choice titbits. Take care, how­
ever, to choose books within the mental scope of the children. Set aside 
a time for sample reading. Read to the class those titbits you have chosen. 
Stir the youngster's literary curiosity, whet his reading appetite, and then 
hand him the book. The effort will repay you. 

It's up to you, but don't cram good books down young throats, for that 
•r;is not what Bacon meant when he wrote "Reading maketh a full man". 

Or was it Bacon ? What does it matter anyway! 
• H o ! hum! Let's go to a show. Which? Wuat does that matter, either! 

v'rv.'There is a magic in the memory of schoolboy friendships; it softens the 
heart, and even affects the nervous system of those who have no hearts.— 

• Disraeli (Earl of Beaconsfield.), Endymion. 
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Rhythmics in The Primary Grades 
By M . V . C A K T Y , Mobcrly School, Vancouver, B. C. 

" T T is democratic to give ever)' child an opportunity to make the most of 
of himself through suitable environment, according to his inherent 

capacity". 
"On with the dance, let joy be unconfined" . . . surely this ageless 

phrase doer- not confine itself to the enthusiastic 'teen age nor the exuberant 
adults who find such delightful pleasure in the dance? 

The most natural thing in the world for a child to do is to run, skip, 
jump and swing. In these movements we have the very foundation of all 
rhythmic activities; the only vital difference being that in organized 
rhythmics, the teacher strives to have all pupils respond in unison. 

Someone has aptly defined rhythm as the "ordered movement which 
runs through all beauty". True rhythm comes from within; it is the 
outward expression through movement of what a child really feels. 

Who could resist the desire to skip and frolic to the strains of "Pop 
Goes the Weasel", or what child on hearing the delightfully simple melody 
of "Swinging in the Swing" would not wish to push that imaginary swing 
high up into the swaying treetops? Just hum a few bars of Brahms' 
beautiful "Lullaby" or "Slumber Boat" and watch the natural reaction of 
the pupils; in no time, boys and girls alike are moving in unison to a 
rocking, waltz rhythm. 

One could go on indefinitely quoting examples to prove that the natural 
thing for a child to do is to express himself rhythmically. 

Whether it be the time-worn "Mulberry Bush", "Dickory, Dickory 
Dock", "Wee Willie Winkie", or some more expressive rhythmic activity. 
—the inborn desire is there to sing and dance joyously and happily. 

Watch a group of primary children together when some music starts; 
do they not long to express themselves by clapping, waving their arms in 
rhythm or stepping to the beat of the music? 

Singing games, rhythmic activities, imitative exercises and simple folk 
dances can turn many a dreary Friday afternoon into a veritable 
Pantomime. 

So why not supply the eager but somewhat starved child with a we'll 
balanced diet of R H Y T H M I C S ? Find a musical yet simple little dance, 
such as "Turn Around Me" or "Danish Dance of Greeting" for an 
appetizer, improve the menu daily, increasing the "courses", and after a 
carefully selected diet of several months' duration, the children will emerge 
from your Primary room happier and healthier in mind and body because 
they have learned to live, love and laugh in a world enriched for them bv 

. self-expression through P R I M A R Y R H Y T H M I C S . 

"The world's a very happy place, 
Where every child should dance and sing, 

And always have a smiling face, 
And never sulk for anything". 



JANUARY. 19.'/. 7'ii'c) Hundred and Tivenly-fivc 

Dr. Sedgewick on The New Curriculum 
' H E chief goal of the new high school curriculum should be to teach 
students how to feel, not how to;,think, stated Dr. G. G. Sedgewick 

when addressing the December council meeting of the British Columbia 
Secondary Teachers' Association, Choosing as his topic, "Aspects of the 
New High School Curriculum", the speaker gave his listeners a few 
opinions as to the probable relations of the course to the pupil and the 
teacher (good, bad or indifferent) ; made a plea for a genuine recognition 
of the arts; and ended with an assurance that the University was in 
sympathy with the aims and ideals of the revisionist, groups. 

A difficult period ahead was promised Secondary teachers when the 
new curriculum is introduced. The teaching body would feel an increase 
rather than a decrease, in the load it must carry and a closer correlation 
between the subjects of study and the extra-curricular activities would be 
demanded. Dr. Sedgewick suggested that it might be necessary for 
teachers to make a careful scrutiny of certain of these out-of-school-hour 
pursuits in order to assure themselves that fundamental duties of the 
school were not being subordinated. 

The speaker paid particular attention to "what the new curriculum 
was trying to do". In his opinion the doctrine of individual differences 
had been with us for some time—in fact, it was now platitudinous to refer 
to it; but unfortunately the doctrine had never been put into operation. 
The chief danger attending the new curriculum was that, in an attempt 
to meet these individual differences, the school might sacrifice certain basic 
studies such as English Composition and English Literature. Dr. Sedge­
wick felt that the study of English should be more or less the same for all; 
and, furthermore, that literature was for all students, not for a select few. 

A fervent hope was expressed that the arts would be given "a proper 
and decent place" on the curriculum. The absence of the arts in a properly 
integrated form was the great and crying defect of our present curriculum. 
Dr. Sedgewick emphasized the importance of the training of the emotions 
through the arts; we had too many thinkers of the Iago type. 

The meeting listened with interest to the speaker's views on the 
position of General Science in the new curriculum. Unification of the 
sciences on the high school level was highly desirable if the student was 
to leave the Secondary school with a coherent understanding of the rela­
tion of science to the various branches of human activity. The intensive 
study of particular sciences should be made only by advanced students. 
(We hope no confidence is being betrayed by referring to Dr. Sedgewick's 
statement that a course in Generalized Science is being considered for 
certain groups of students of the University). 

Dr. Sedgewick concluded his address by stating that, under the 
direction of bad teachers, there would be an added danger of confusion; 
better executive ability would be needed; the tendency to place too little 
stress on the acquisition of information might be accentuated; and too 

(Concluded on next page) 
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For Every Child, Everywhere 

By E D I T H A R M S T R O N G , Vancouver, B. C. 

H P H E Home and School or Parent-Teacher movement had its beginnings 
in Canada in several places about the same time. Vancouver, London 

and Toronto all had organizations working under different names but with 
one object—the welfare of the child. 

The first association in British Columbia under the parent-teacher 
name was organized at Craigflower on September 8th, 1915, in the oldest 
school in the province. Our Provincial Federation was formed April, 
1922. In 1935 there were. 88 associations in British Columbia, affiliated, 
with a paid-up membership of 3290, and many more adherents. 

Ontario reported parents' organizations working in the schools as Art 
Leagues, Mothers' Clubs and Education Associations as far back as 1896. 
On March 2nd, 1916, nine of these formed the Toronto Home and School 
Council and on May 6th, 1919, the Ontario Federation of Home and 
School Associations was organized. Manitoba formed a Provincial 
Federation in 1935 and. Nova Scotia in June, 1936. 

On August 11th, 1927, the World Federation of Education Associa­
tions Conference met in Toronto. There were about 7000 registered from 
all parts of the world. On the same clay the Home and School Section 
met at an all-Canadian luncheon with representatives from every province 
and a Canadian Federation was formed. 

Since organization the Canadian National Federation has met bienially 
in Toronto, Calgary, Port Arthur, Vancouver and, last year, again in 
Toronto. 

On August 12th, 1927, the International Federation of Home and 
School Associations came into being. The following countries were repre­
sented on the Executive: United States, Japan, Switzerland, Ireland, 
Austria, India, Germany, China, France, Denmark, Hawaii. England, 
Mexico, Belgium and Canada. 

Following this first meeting in Toronto, others have since been held in 
Edinburgh, Scotland ; Geneva, Switzerland; Denver, United States; Dub­
lin, Ireland, and Oxford, England. 

Thirty-three, nations are now in affiliation. 

many extra-curricular activities might militate against the most efficient 
functioning of the school. These were dangers against which wise pro­
vision must be made if the new curriculum is to fulfil the hopes and wishes 
of those responsible for it. 

It was evident that the small, but representative, audience appreciated 
the manner in which Dr. Sedgewick turned on "light" rather than "heat" 
in his treatment of a very perplexing problem.—F. C. H . 
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WHAT THE TEACHER SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT TUBERCULOSIS 

By DAVID A . S T E W A R T , M . D . , L L . D . , Medical Superintendent, 
Manitoba Sanatorium 

' T H J B E R C U L O S I S is an age-old disease and as much a social as a 
medical problem. It is not found among primitive nomadic peoples 

until carried to them. It likely had its beginnings whenever a race or clan 
began to live in houses without knowing how. When our Indians sud­
denly, and unprepared, stepped out of savagery and teepees into houses, 
tuberculosis began to decimate their race. One can, or rather can not, 
imagine the horrors of the earlier heaps of cave-like houses, nested and 
huddled within encircling walls in early hill-top towns, enclosing people 
and animals and dead ancestors, with no water supply or proper sewage 
disposal, and little attempt at any kind of sanitation. Man is a poisonous 
animal, and it is small wonder that pestilences smote such concentrations 
of foul-living humanity in the glaring sun by da)' and in dank mists 
by night. 

The protections of primitive peoples against disease were the cleanness 
of their open spaces, their habit of moving away from accumulated dirt, 
and, most of all, their isolation. When there was no travel, no trade, no 
contact, any one community had few diseases, and was well accustomed to 
these few. Whin commerce or war broke isolations, diseases were 
exchanged between community and community, until now they are inter­
nationalized, almost universalized. It was because primitive people had 
a sense that new diseases, like new brooms, sweep clean, that strangers 
were taboo. If they were not killed on sight they were brought into the 
tribe by ceremonial processes of fumigation or cleansing or shaving that 
suggested disinfection. 
. It is often said that tuberculosis is a bad phase of civilization; it is 

rather a phase of bad civilization, and should steadily disappear as 
civilization becomes wiser and better. It is one of the germ diseases that 
Pasteur taught us can all be banished from the earth. There may still be 
remote, inaccessible bits of the earth's surface where white men have not 
yet carried it, but in all ordinary communities it is endemic, like the poor 
—another unnecessary element in inadequate civilizations—always with us. 
It is very different from diphtheria or bubonic plague or smallpox which 
come suddenly, run rapid, deadly courses in individual and community, 
and disappear. Tuberculosis can come suddenly, but does not go sud­
denly, though the progressive lessening of its ravages in forward-looking 
communities has been one of the marvels of the past half-century. 

Communities and races vary greatly in the amount and spread of their 
tuberculosis, and their resistances to it. In fresh races it can sweep as an 
epidemic, and has wiped out whole populations, as in islands of the Pacific. 
In Manitoba, "treaty" Indians, a little over two per cent, of the whole 
population, have 31 per cent, of the tuberculosis deaths, and all people of 
Indian blood, less than five per cent, of the population, nearly SO per cent, 
of the deaths. In rather remote n-eas like the Celtic Islands of Scotland, 
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Western Ireland, Northern Norway and Sweden, new roads, new ways of 
travel, new intercourses with the outside, have been parallcled by increases 
in most infectious diseases, including tuberculosis. Isolation has some 
elements of safety, and there is a price to pay for getting into the sweep 
of the wide-world currents. 

Tuberculosis prevalence, which has many and complex variants, is 
measured roughly, but inadequately, by its death rate per 100,000 people. 
In Canada, in 1932, this ranged from a high in three provinces of 100 or 
over to r. low in one province of barely over 25, while the average for 
Canada was 68 deaths out of every 100,000 people. 

But a death rate, as has been said, is not a complete measure. The 
people who have been sick, or are sick, with tuberculosis, are many more 
than those who will die of it. And the people who have been infected by 
it are man)' more than those who have ever been sick with it, or ever 
will be. In all the ramifications of our complex modern life we can easily 
become infected without knowing it. Reaction to a tuberculin test does 
not prove disease now present or active, but only that at some time and in 
some way there has been infection and implantation. In most cases this 
will never be followed by symptoms of actual disease, but it may. 

The number of reactions to tuberculin tells more about the community 
than about the individual. If the reaction rate is high, the community is 
likely to be pretty thoroughly infected with tuberculosis. Twenty-five 
years ago nearly ail the older children in schools reacted to tuberculin, and 
in some cities, both in America and Europe the same is true still. In the 
provinces where anti-tuberculosis campaigns have been more energetic, 
reactions are becoming fewer. In 1921, in Saskatchewan, in a representa­
tive school, 51 per cent, reacted; in the same school in 1934, 14 per cent. 

The first thought about disease control was naturally how to make sick-
people well, i/itiy years ago the Sanatorium came into use as a special 
type of hospital, or at first more camp than hospital, for thc care of 
tuberculosis. The essentials of cure were rest under good conditions, with 
fresh air, good food, etc. Now, surgical and semi-surgical methods help 
local rest of diseased parts of the body and thus very greatly promote 
healing. A sanatorium has grown to be, therefore, a well-equipped 
hospital. The more specialized the treatment that,is available, the more 
reason for the sick man to leave his home for treatment and cure. In a 
good and well-equipped Sanatorium his chances are at least doubled and 
he ceases to be a spreader of disease in his .family and community. Treat­
ment is much more effectual than a quarter century ago. 

•But if the first thought about disease is trying to curcrihe sick man, the 
second is trying to keep the men, or the child who is tb' - •'••'ier;of tlie man, 
from getting sick. Prevention is better than cur.. \proverbially 
cheaper also. And tuberculosis is essentially a prevent*!.,* sease. I have. 
already quoted Pasteur's dictum that all germ disease can u'i banished from 
the earth; needless to say, more by prevention than by cure. From the 
point of view of the state, to cure the individual is the smaller matter; to 
prevent infection the larger matter. 

Then how can we clear up an infected community? 
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In the fa -t place we must get away from the idea that the only tuber­
culous (ieop;- are those who are known to be sick. With the tuberculosis 
resistn':e 01 our race and age the disease can be, and usually is, quite 
advanced before the sick person is convinced that anything much is wrong 
with him. The symptoms appear gradually and insensibly, and. one may 
hu almost hopeless before he goes to the doctor. It is insidious, or 
"in-sitting", like a hunter in his hide, with arrow on bowstring, waiting. 
In a hundred middle-aged men investigated, the disease had lasted an 
average of more than eight years before they thought they were sick 
enough to call the doctor. Advanced tuberculosis can exist without any 
noticeable symptoms. 

How then are we to find, where it is? 
Fortunately, methods of finding disease and differentiating one kind 

from another are improving every year. By careful examination, including 
an X-ray film, which is absolutely necessary in these cases, we can find 
tuberculosis that is very near the beginning. But where are wc to look 
for it among thv eleven millions of Canadian people, most of them quite 
well, thank you. A thorough-going examination of everybody once a year, 
you suggest, with all necessary X-ray and laboratory tests? That is still 
out of the question, and will be for a long time to come. And yet, if 
tuberculosis is to be fount! early, it must be by examining with X-ray films 
people who do not think they are ill at all. How do we look for the people 
with other diseases? In a smallpox epidemic, who would be suspected, 
and examined, and watched? Naturally those who had been in contact 
with smallpox. So we find early tuberculosis by examining those who 
have been in contact with open tuberculosis. Mr. A . was found to be very 
definitely diseased and quite ill last week, and was sent to the Sanatorium 
This week, or ve ry soon, his father, mother, brothers, sisters, children, 
hired people and close associates should all be examined, and all with X-ray 
films. Most of them may never have felt better in their lives. So much 
the better, but feeling and looking well are both consistent with definite 
tuberculosis, even late tuberculosis. 

Such a centre of tuberculosis infection will seldom be investigated 
without finding one or more people, often children, with definite signs, 
Perhaps the disease may be alrcad, healed, or just beginning, or very 
slight, or otherwise comparatively safe looking and not a danger, nor likely 
to be a danger to others. Such may not need definite treatment, but they 
do need to be found out, watched closely, examined from time to time 
with good facilities, and guided by good judgment and experience. 

This plan of finding people who have disease but do not know it, starts 
with the known case, the known source of infection, and. follows clues 
throughout the whole circle of contact. Another plan is the survey plan. 
If the tuberculin test is given to all the children in a school, perhaps ten, 
twenty or thirty per cent, may react, showing that they have already been 
infected. If younger children, five, six and seven years of age, react, the 
source of infection must be fairly recent, very different from the possi­
bilities, say in a man of fifty. Al l children who react should then be 
examined, with X-ray films, and their family groups, fathers, mothers, 
grandparents, brothers and sisters, and certainly strangers within their 
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gates. The relatives are examined, not because they are relatives, but 
because they live closely together as house-males. The "hired girl" must 
never be forgotten, and can as easily be either source or sufferer as any of 
the family. There is no doubt that tuberculous teachers can and do infect 
their pupils. There are definite proofs of such infection, though perhaps 
the usual degree of contact is not close enough for much infection, if the 
teacher is careful. 

Known tuberculosis can be made partly safe, but when it is unknown, 
and therefore not taken care of, it is always dangerous. An extra number 
of tuberculin reactions in any school or part of school should mean 
examination of all personnel, pupils, teachers, janitors, everybody—and 
with X-ray films, of course. When three or four boys were found tuber­
culous in a town band, the source was found in a tuberculous bandmaster 
who would take the instruments one by one and show the boys how to play. 
A little girl's tuberculosis, from which she died, was contracted from thc 
hired girl, with whom she slept. Tuberculosis in a young woman showed 
up twenty years after an aunt, still living and fairly well, had visited at 
the home when sick. Advanced "galloping", hopeless, disease was found 
in a girl in her teens who had been dressing a discharging wound in her 
mother, which proved to be tuberculous. 

Besides infection from people, there is infection from tuberculosis in 
domestic animals, chiefly from milk and milk products, and there is avian 
tuberculosis among domestic fowl also. Milk should be procured from as 
clean sources as possible, if possible from tuberculin-tested herds. But no 
matter where it comes from, it should be pasteurized. 

While there is no fool-proof method of making ourselves safe to 
others under all circumstances, there are rules of general cleanliness that 
would cut danger down or out in many cases and many infections. For 
instance, a cough always has some cause, and nine times out of ten, or 
oftener, the cause is infective organisms of some kind or kinds. To cough 
in the faces of others is not much less considerate, or cleanly, or mannerly, 
than to spit in their faces. Cover up each cough and sneeze. If you don't 
you'll spread disease. 

And covering with the hand just means that what few germs are caught 
in the rather coarse mesh of fingers, soil the hand instead of soiling the air. 
You can sec how hand-stopped coughs, social hand-shakes, social kisses, 
social passing of this or that from hand to hand, socialize diseases, for 
instance, common—and uncommon—colds. Plates of gelatin held up 
before almost any cougher would be found a few days later studded with 
colonies of germs of one kind or another. Hands should be kept clean. 
He that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger—physically, and 
morally as well. No school is decent in which hand-washing under good 
conditions is not made easy, attractive and habitual. 

While I have said that to find early disease by a routine examination 
of contacts is a better way than to find late disease by symptoms, still, 
needless to say, symptoms, even slight symptoms, and symptoms that ma}' 
be^accounted for by many other diseases, should always at least put us on 
our guard. Cough continued more than a week, unexplained tiredness, or 
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lassitude, or pallor, or loss of weight, or low weight, or any spitting of 
blood, or pain in the chest should call for thorough medical examinations. 
And no examination that does not include an X-ray chest film can exclude 
tuberculosis. 

Why pick on tuberculosis out of all the thousands of disease conditions 
to crusade about ? Why not start a popular agitation against leg-breaking, 
or housemaid's knee? Tuberculosis is campaigned against because, as I 
said at the outset, it is as much a social as a medical problem. Doctors, 
diagnosis and treatment alone cannot eradicate such a disease, because it 
hardly ever comes to the doctor's office in good time, to be diagnosed and 
treated. So this is a disease that people in general must learn about. If a 
week or two after infection, disease surely followed, as in the case of 
smallpox, it would be quite another matter. We would know just where 
we stood with it, and stamp it out as a matter of course. But tuberculosis 
car: lie latent for a half-century after infection, waiting, like a beast of 
prey, for a time of lowered resistance, or can flare up in any month of any 
year during that half century. It is so universal tlut almost everybody is 
infected at some time during life. It can be so chronic that it may be far-
advanced, with scarcely a symptom to call attention to it. It can be picked 
up in even casual personal contacts, directly or indirectly, or through foods. 
Tuberculosis in animals can infect human beings. A. disease with such 
characteristics is surely a subject for public knowledge, public interest, 
public care, public alertness and public effort. 

The disease is being cleared up in every progressive community, 
especially where it is not new. In no province of Canada arc the deaths 
more than half what they were twenty-five years ago, and in some are 
one-fifth or even less. That is important, but it is much more important 
that all provinces are cleaner and clearer from infection than they were. 
I estimate that wherever general community tuberculosis deaths are one-
half what they were, the menace of this infection to the whole life cycle 
of the little children of today is one-quarter what it was. And where 
tuberculosis deaths are one-fifth what they were a quarter century ago, as 
is the case in the province where this is written, the whole menace of 
tuberculosis to the present and the future of the little children of today is 
less than one-tenth what it was to their parents. That is getting\somewhcre. 

Tuberculosis is not only a problem of persons and families, but a 
problem of communities and countries and citizenships. Sources of infec­
tion should be cleared up just as smallpox infections are. The more 
teachers and parents know about these things, and the more children, who 
are the parents and teachers-to-be, know about them, the better—so long 
as it is not half-truth, which is worse than falsehood, but something like 
the whole truth, that is known. Stories of disease can be made very 
repulsive and depressing. But the whole story about tuberculosis, and the 
growing triumph of man over this great white plague is one of the most 
inspiring stories of the New Day. It is a story of good citizenship; grad­
ually and surely wiping out an age-old menace. It has been on the run now 
for a quarter century, should soon be almost as rare among us as the 
bubonic plague, and ultimately as extinct as the dodo. But right now it 
kills unnecessarily, uselessly, tragically, wastefully, nearly eight thousand 
people a year in Canada. 
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A New Era Opens in The Teaching of Art 
By J . L. SHADBOLT, Kitsilano High School, Vancouver 

T T I S S A F E to assume that the inculcation of an attitude of constant and 
critical awareness in relation to beauty, wherever manifested, should 

be a major responsibility of all teachers. The subject which should offer 
the best co-ordination for all the contributing elements to that attitude has 
for long been impotent on our time-tables. The teaching of art, however, 
is definitely improving although more in localized areas than generally. 

This localized spread is directly attributable to teachers with the con­
viction that a sense for beauty is the only thing out of our whole system 
worth teaching; and that mere knowledge of the standard "great" works, 
as peddled, is chiefly prejudicial lumber and leads often to mere snob­
bery. These teachers influence because they have disciplined themselves 
and dare to make personal, individual, if necessary unconventional, yet 
always open-minded decisions based on values and experience and not 
on standard models. Transferred to teaching, this means that they are able 
to look at a pupil's expression and know that in this particular piece of 
work is the mark of quality and originality, a potential something worth 
developing. 

So many teachers construe this something to be mere skill and damage 
the skilled pupil by flattery and over-attention. Skill is unimportant un­
less as ah adjunct and stimulus to expanding expression; and a pupil will 
expand to a teacher who has positive and enthusiastic pioneer-mindedness. 

There is a silly notion among some teachers who can rationalize easily 
that many pupils have nothing to express. Every pupil can and will ex­
press himself creatively. That is the faith of the teacher of any conse­
quence. Everyone can create in some form or another, however nonde­
script and unimportant that form may be. It is the process of creation 
that matters. The product may be negligible (to posterity, not to the 
teacher), but the act of creating may be most beneficial to the creator. 
The objective result is entirely secondary to the desired change in per­
sonality. 

It is possible that many teachers are not actively aware of these per­
sonality changes in relation to improved schooling. Whitehead (Aims of 
Education, MacMillan) suggests three stages or rhythms in which the 
child's development occurs. 

(1) The Romantic Stage—up to fourteen years; interests chiefly ex­
ploratory and imaginative. 

( 2 ) The Precision Stage—up to eighteen years; interest in minutae, 
structure, mechanical functions, scientific knowledge, skills. 

(3) The Generalisation Stage—from twenty years on; begins to see 
the "one-ness of the wood" instead of the "individual trees in the 

forest." 
Imaginative expression, then, meets an actual need in the first stage 

particularly. This stage extends to the end of Grade 8. If well taught it 
should develop in the child an outlook that is creative, that is to say, 
original. This outlook is the requisite condition for further successful 
development. Furthermore, for psychological and social reasons it is abso-
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lutely necessary that a pupil shall have opportunities for controlled imagi­
native release consistent with his physical and mental growth. Conven­
tional and over-cautious thinking in the teacher will never, accomplish 
this for the pupil. The teacher's most intrepid work is in inculcating the 
factors of skill and control, of sense of responsibility for the outcome of 
his expression, or lack of it, without creating in the pupil a self-con­
sciousness that is the foe of spontaneity—to lead him to accomplish his 
transition from the Romantic to the Precision stage, from imaginative 
generalities to the imaginative use of facts and skills. Unimaginative pre­
cision, like efficiency for its own sake, is tedious in the extreme. 

Perhaps in no other subject have skills and correctness been deified 
more than in the drawing lesson; and novdiere elss has a greater oppor­
tunity been bungled. Art as experience is something that few teachers 
have made real to their students in the schools of British Columbia. 

There is adequate reason for this: lack of museums, galleries, illustra­
tive material and current examples, and a similar lack of pedagogical 
literature and sound teacher-training. But the chief lacks have been on 
the non-material side: a sense of values, artistic integrity, original think­
ing, a conviction that creative activity is of first importance—a lack of 
cnergeJc pioneering. 

There is no reason to feel, however, that the art teachers alone are to 
blame. Deficient opportunity is cause for regret rather than blame; and 
if there is any blame it must go to the general body of teachers of other 
subjects whose almost uniform deficiency of interest in anything more 
than sufficient neatness and skill to illustrate a science note-book, to 
draw n diagram for mathematics, to "print" the name clearly on a book 
report, to rule tight letters for mechanical drawing. It is not unfair to 
say that most members of the teaching profession have not only failed to 
exemplify and demand a sense of style everywhere along the line, but 
that, by consistently perpetuating their own prejudices in formative young 
minds, by valuing objective results always above thinking processes, and 
with ignorance of any guilt in the matter, they have consistently crushed 
the breath out of the Muse. 

However, positive action is required now on the part of art teachers 
and there will be a positive blame to lay at their door if the fail to re­
spond to the spirit and the opportunities of the new art curriculum. It is 
rich in suggestions. The course aims to develop an attitude of intelligent 
enqciry and wide, active appreciation of beauty as something functionally 
operative in everyday experience. For practical reasons the new high 
school course branches in two directions: one characterized by apprecia­
tion lessons for all pupils, the other an actual work course for pupils of 
special interests and ability. This is a significant move. Its result will be 
that many more teachers than heretofore will be. called into the service 
ot teaching a vital appreciation of beauty. The purpose of this article is 
merely to urge its intelligent and thoughtful reception. 

It will be protested that only a word has been said about the practical 
problem of integrating this appreciation. In the beginning was the word. 

Personal and Miscellaneous: The Art Teachers have now formed a 
section which holds a supper meeting once monthly in the Vancouver Art 
School to pursue a programme of mutual aid and development. 
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READING, WRITING A N D REALIA 

By W. HARRY H I C K M A N , Victoria High School 

[OST teachers of French seem now. to be very much in favour of 
the Reading Method. Indeed all of us have been gradually preparing 

for it by doing more and more extensive reading. This is partly due to 
the recent demands of comprehension on Junior Matriculation examina­
tions. I wonder if any other teachers have had my experience? I have 
given the same material to Grades IX, X . XI and XII, and often found 
that students from the lower grades were equally proficient in "guessing" 
answers, especially to true-false or completion exercises, as in "Si nous 
listens" (one of the Chicago Press Readers). 

Likewise, last year, when we had a weekly French publication, under­
taken by Matriculation classes, students in any of tlie grades were able to 
read the material. Tenses did not seem to worry them at all. Although 
I have no experimental or statistical evidence, I believe that some Grade IX 
students are as able to comprehend as some Grade X7J students are. 

A partial explanation may be that our senior students have not been 
trained on a reading method. And yet my present Grade XII class has 
done considerable reading—at least one period a week; 

After all. comprehension is not the only essential; We, and most of 
our students, can comprehend : "Nous avons alle voir-un joue de football" 
or "Prendez une piece de gateau", but such comprehension does not show 
a knowledge of the French language. 

The point is whether mere reading is sufficient? Lam certain that the 
new: course will imply concentrated intensive reading, [involving exactitude 
in simple grammar, vocabulary and expression; otherwise, we should not 
attain our fairly satisfactory standards of the past. .i 

This year with Matriculation students 1 am goir.'g" to have the class 
collect a list of useful conversational idioms'and expressions, in an attempt 
to liven up their written work which is so stiff becau.'sefof their imitation 
of Siepmann. Will they not deem it interesting ard fairly practical to 
know and use: celava sans dire, cela m'est egal, pay ieimoins du mondc, 
pas du tout, par exemple! rien de plus facile, comment l;a se fait-il? bien 
entendu, je vous remercie infinimeut, il n'y a pas de/quoili yoyons! ma foil 
peu iinporte, jamais de la vie, e'est dommage, q.'i neti|'fait rien, je ne 
demande pas mieux, tant pis pour vous. ,-. ij. | 

How is one to teach realia? Probably each teacher could give us some 
practical suggestions through The B. C Teacher, fcam i jclined to favour 
introducing realia incidentally but often, rather t'jian in! lessons formally 
devoted to such topics. A map of France is es/iential.j \ (Cartes Taride 
publishes one for about eight francs, and you din moutit_.it yourself on 
canvas and half-rounds). . . / / . . . l\ '"' 

In La France we found twelve, interesting articles] on Theophilus 
Thistlethwaite's first visit to France. He bec;oic Monsieur Ficellefouet 

I; 

http://moutit_.it
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at la pension Dupont-Durand owned by Madame Dupont, who had added 
her maiden name in the French way. Here is one of the passages: 

Phomcnadc matinalc 
A peine a-t-il fait cent pas qu'il se trouve au croisement du Boule­

vard Saint-Germain et du Boulevard Saint-Michel. Quelle circulation! 
Autobus, tramways, taxis, camions, fourgons de livraisons, triporteurs, 
bicyclettes meme lui barrent le chemin. Mais Theophilus est sage. 
II attend la sonnerie electrique. La voici. Le courant de vehicules 
s'arrete aussitot, et reprend dans l'autre sens. Les pietons se hatent 
de traverser, en suivant le passage cloute. C'est plus prudent. 
Theophilus traverse. Le voici arpentant le trottoir du Boulevard 
Saint-Michel, qui monte, monte vers le sud. Theophilus s'arrete 
devant toutes les boutiques. Les marchandises sont bien presentees, 
c'est evident. 

II va sans dire que Theophilus ne va pas plus loin. Jusqu'a Tangle 
de la rue Racine, car c'est la que la Librairie Gibert etale ses livres 
d'occasion, pour tenter le bibliophile. 

Quel etalage! Quelle tentation ! On peut toucher, on peut choisir, 
on peut lire meme! Quand Theophilus consulte son bracelet-montre, 
il s'aperqoit qu'il est midi moins le quart. Et on dejeune a midi a la 
pension. Trois bouquins sous le bras, il se hate de rentrer. En route 
il a juste le temps de nous dire: 

"Ce qui m'a le plus f rappe ce matin ? C'est . . . c'est que le commis 
de chez Gibert m'a dit que son magasin reste ouvert jusqu'a minuit". 

This article brought up a discussion of Paris streets and traffic and the 
Latin Quarter, the Sorbonne, student life, and the Boulevard Saint-Michel 
in the evenings. Students were interested in "les passages cloutes". In 
other passages, in which Theophilus gives us his experiences and im­
pressions, we can talk about "les peniches sur la Seine", "les bouqui-
nistes", etc. 

Will it not prove more interesting and less/painful to introduce informa­
tion about Paris, France, and French civilization as it crops up in intensive 
or extensive reading? 
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Canadian Education Week 
S U N D A Y F E B . 21, 1937, T O S A T U R D A Y , F E B . 27, 1937 

By JAS. R. M I T C H E L L , President of the Canadian Teachers' Federation 
and Chairman of the C. T. F. Education Week Committee. 

A T the Saskatoon Conference Executive Meeting the following slogan 
was suggested for Education Week: "Equal Opportunities for All 

Canadian Children". As there have been no supporting statements from 
the executive members since that time I am taking the liberty of presenting 
the following schedule of topics for the week. I hope that it will be a 
swing away from our traditional Education Week scheme in order that 
we may interest those not directly concerned with school affairs. In any 
province the development of the topics may bear indirectly upon the above 
slogan but I am anxious to stress the place of education in national life. 
If there are lot educational opportunities for all children, national life 
must suffer. 

T H E M E : " E D U C A T I O N — T H E E S S E N T I A L F A C T O R 
O F N A T I O N A L P R O G R E S S " 

Sunday, February 21: Canadian Ideals. 
Monday, February 22: Education and International Goodwill. 
Tuesday, February 23: Canada's Rural Schools. 
Wednesday, February 24: Canada's Industry and Commerce. 
Thursday, February 25: Caiwda's Contribution to the Arts and Science. 
Friday, February 26: Education, Old and New. 
Saturday, February 27: Community Functions, Socials, etc. 

Can we not enlist the support of outstanding organizations and citizens 
to show that our educational institutions are the foundations of Canada's 
progress? Let the leaders of our provinces show that the years we have 
endeavoured to show the importance of schools "from the inside". This 
year may we attempt to get those "outside" to rally to the support of 
education? 

S U N D A Y : Canadian Ideals. . 
From the friendly reaction of the clergy during the last two years may 

we not receive from them this year their co-operation in presenting the 
part that the school plays in establishing our national ideals? Perhaps 
they might give us suggestions for later discussion at the next Canadian 
Teachers' Federation conference. Perhaps we feel a certain futility in 
setting up formal platitudes for teachers to ".teach" to their students but 
surely thoughtful persons outside the profession can show us what should 
be the attitudes expected o" our children when they emerge from our 
schools. 

M O N D A Y : Education and International Goodwill, 
I am hoping that this may be part of our National Radio Hook-up 

theme. Have.you not groups in )'our community who will rally to the 
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cause of demonstrating that education is the real salvation of world 
turmoil? Canada occupies a unique position in its opportunity to spread 
the gospel of international goodwill. It should not be difficult to show the 
importance of the teacher in this respect. 

TUESDAY: Canada's Rural Schools. 
This topic was recommended by the British Columbia Education Week-

Committee, which felt that much value would be derived from bringing 
before urban people certain problems and functions of the rural school and 
that this day might well be the one on which the rural schools would center 
their efforts. It was the opinion of the committee that an observance 
spread over a week was not possible in small places and that better results 
would be obtained by stressing one day's programme. 

WEDNESDAY: Canada's Industry and Commerce. 
At the mid-week can we not hope to have the business men through 

the agency of their associations and service clubs take "time out" to con­
sider the contribution of the school to industry and commerce? Teachers 
might be the speakers at noon-hour gatherings, etc. If you approach these 
groups soon it should not be difficult to get them to incorporate Education 
Week as their programme for the last week of February. 

T H U R S D A Y : Canada's Contribution to the Arts and Science. 
It should be possible to show that the schools have been a contributing 

factor in the promotion of the arts,—music, poetry, drama, etc. If it is 
true that we are living in "an age of science", our schools with their equip­
ment to develop a scientific attitude are unquestionably the instruments 
which will continue to bring forward invention and! discovery for the 
benefit of mankind. Here we can link up the adult education groups and 
the various provincial and national societies interested in the arts and 
science. 

FRIDAY: Education, Old and New. 
We hear many complaints of the cost of modern education and the 

uselessness of teaching certain subjects. Surely an excellent chance is 
provided during Education Week to bring to the attention of those who 
still live in the terms of 20 years ago that the world has advanced in-many 
respects. The school has had to change to keep abreast of conditions in 
a changing world. If the "why" of many of our present methods in 
educational centres was understood there might be less superficial criticism. 

S A T U R D A Y : Open, 
.Personally, I consider that this might be a day for inter-school or inter-

class sports, depending upon the climate. A n indoor physical education 
display might be enjoyed by the fathers and elder brothers who frequently 
can not visit the school during regular hours. Social events might be 
arranged at the end of the week. A Saturday night concert and dance for 
parents, school authorities, children and teachers might be a fitting way 
to close the week's activities. I am still deeply interested in the feasibility 
of a fireside conference when teachers and school authorities might meet 
with community leaders in a social way to discuss educational needs of 
their district. 
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The Canadian Teachers' Federation Education Week Chairman realizes 
that the success of its observance depends on the initiative of the provin­
cial organizations. It is only necessary to remind you that you should ask 
for the endorsation of your Department of Education and the several local 
educational authorities. I am not contemplating a solicitation of Dominion 
bodies for support. After all, provincial associations might prefer to 
establish their own contacts in the matter of sponsorship, especially as I 
am hopeful that some provinces may be ready to swing to a new stress of 
outlook and support. 

Miss Jessie Morris, past president of the Canadian Teachers' Federa­
tion, and last year's Chairman of Education Week, presented an excellent 
report at the Saskatoon conference. It was most comprehensive and gave 
a brief review of the various programmes in all provinces. Secure copies 
of this report by writing to Mr. C. N . Crutchfield, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Canadian Teachers' Federation, Shawinigan Falls, P. Q. I could not 
presume to offer suggestions to your various committees when there is 
such an excellent document at your service. 

R A D I O 

I shall try to arrange a suitable programme for the Dominion-wide 
hook-up for Monday, February 22nd Mr. Crutchfield has already made 
application for Commission time. It will be necessary that you make early 
arrangements for your provincial and local stations. What can be done 
with the following suggestions? Gatherings of teachers and others might 
be held in important centres at the same time and by a provincial hook-up 
and amplification there might be an exchange of addresses. 

B O R D E R C O N F E R E N C E S 

There might be a great stimulus to Education Week if an exchange of 
educational groups could be arranged with neighbouring United States 
areas during the week. In many sections along the border-line such inter­
national conferences could be arranged with ease. In spite of the short 
time left there might be an opportunity even now to extend such an invita­
tion during American Education Week. .. 

VISITS T O S C H O O L S 

It is still felt that one of the primary functions of Education Week is 
to get.the parents to visit and observe the schools under usual conditions. 

[ Perhaps it may be necessary to offer certain attractive invitations but I 
•jam convinced that it is of primary importance for all local committees to 
Vset up definite plans for visitors. In providing circulars for the set-up it 
Would be well to draw up a form upon which might be reported the number 
of visitors accommodated at the school during the week. Space might be 
left on such a return for the recording of the names of special visitors and 
also a brief synopsis of the Education Week plan adopted in each school. 
Su'ch information would.be invaluable for next year's report. 

http://would.be
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Alas, Poor Chemistry! 
By D . C O C H R A N E , Ocean Falls 

"/"CRITICISM of this Programme of Studies not merely is invited: it is 
urgently solicited". (Programme of Studies for Junior High Schools, 

page 5). 

Being thus adjured, I cannot refuse, and accordingly submit these 
remarks on the course in General Science for Grades VII, VIII and IX. 

The course is made up approximately as follows: 

Biology 35 per cent 
Physics 32 per cent 
Geography, geology and astronomy 25 per cent 
Chemistry 8 per cent 

It is rather hard to classify some of the lessons, but this represents 
very closely the amount of time to be spent on the various subjects. 

What has happened to poor Chemistry ? Has it no value, either 
cultural or practical ? Biology is great stuff, but is it really essential that 
all our victims should be made to learn about spirogyra, cambium, sapro­
phytes, ichneumons and hyphae, while it is against the law to tell them 
that chlorine is made from salt, or that washing soda crystals are more 
than half water? 

A knowledge of electricity is necessary in these days, but why six 
periods on the theory of dynamos and transformers, and about ten minutes 
on batteries, but not a word about electroplating? No opportunity is 
provided to tell boys how to prevent an iron rudder from rusting by 
fastening a piece of zinc to it, or to tell the girls how to brighten silverware, 
by boiling it in an aluminum pot. Those are samples of electrical action, 
but they smell of Chemistry and therefore are taboo,—"anathema"! 

The city children must be thoroughly taught the whole theory of 
farming, but no one is to give them a speaking acquaintance with the 
chemical industries all around them. Soap, paint, cement; liquid air, 
fertilizer/ gasoline—all these are made in or near the large cities, but the 
children who pass the factories must never be told what goes on injthem. 
Children living in paper-mill or smelter towns will hear no hint:;6f the 
chemical processes going on there, except to be told that they are very 
complicated. Instead, they are to have crop rotation, and domesticated 
insects. As for the farm children, who might receive some pleasure and 
profit from this course—they don't get it. They have a book to read. 

The quality of the chemistry we are allowed to give Grade IX is even 
more lamentable than its quantity. It begins with one period, just one, 
on atoms, protons and electrons:. a perfect example of "teaching from the 
unknown to the incomprehensible". Then we teach about "definite 
groups of elements-for molecules", though the existence of molecules in 
simple solid compounds is more than doubtful. After that we are to 
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explain "why atoms of one kind of substance react with those of certain 
others only". I don't think that even Brownlee, Fuller, Whosis and So On 
would care to give a complete answer to that question. Wiry does calcium 
combine with hydrogen, and sodium with mercury? Why does bluestone 
contain five equivalents of water, washing soda ten, and alum 24? I wish 
I knew. It is indeed possible to explain the antics of potassium chlorate 
by the electron theory, but why pick the most difficult and least practical 
parts of our science to inflict on the young and helpless? 

How would it be, instead, to teach something simple, useful and 
interesting? The fact that compounds are held together by electricity is 
simple, the applications of it are useful, and the experiments are interest­
ing, as well as easy to perform. Some of the things produced by electric 
action are hydrogen, oxygen, chlorine, lye, javelle water, chlorox, zonite, 
potassium chlorate and hydrochloric acid; we can also show the process 
of electroplating, and the workings of storage batteries. With this intro­
duction, the ideas of acids and bases, oxidation and reduction, activity and 
even "pH" become easy to understand. Cost of the course? Perhaps 
IS cents, maybe SO, according to what the kids can rustle. Where there 
are no electric light wires, you can always borrow a storage battery from 
a car or boat. 

Anyone who has that much chemistry has a real understanding of what 
it is all about, and will never lose it; but the electron theoiy without such 
a background is like a bad dream—painful to experience, but easily 
forgotten. 

VISUAL EDUCATION 
SUPPLIES O F A L L KINDS. 

We have in stock for immediate demonstration 
the various types of visual education apparatus, 
such as silent and sound motion picture equip­
ment, and filmslide, lantern slide, and opaque 
projectors. The lines of all the leading manufac­
turers and distributors of films and equipment 
are offered. Please write or call for full 
information. t 1 

Eastman Kodak Stores LttL 
Telephone: Sey. 4844 

610 Granville Street Vancouver, B. C . 
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The New Course and Matriculation 
By F K A N K W I L S O N , Principal, Prince George High School 

' H E high school teachers of this province will have read with interest 
•*" —and perhaps with mingled satisfaction and anxiety—the leading 

editorial in the December number of this magazine. The guarded and 
provisional unofficial forecast of probable official action relative to matricu­
lation suggests problems that no doubt have been given consideration by 
the Joint Committee on High School Accrediting and are 'still being given 
consideration by the Department of Education. Toward the solution of 
some of these problems the writer would offer the following suggestions. 

There is one point in connection with the new course of studies which 
has not, to my knowledge, been discussed and concerning which I 
wish to make a few suggestions. I realize that the regulations regarding 
Matriculation are the concern of the University, but they are also of such 
vital importance to the small school that some representations on the sub­
ject might well meet with sympathetic consideration if put forward 
reasonably. 

The University has a perfect right to devise some means of selecting 
students of such ability and preparation as will enable them to tackle 
University work with a fair prospect of success. Now, although the 
number of High School students proceeding to University is a small 
proportion of the whole, the Engineering Profession, the Nursing Pro­
fession and the Legal Profession, knowing that the Matriculation standards 
are fairly rigorous, have accepted them as a minimum entrance require­
ment, and so the number of pupils who require to pass the examination is 
considerable. When we consider in addition that the Normal Entrance 
minimum requirement is Senior Matriculation it becomes obvious that in 
every school in British Columbia the Matriculation subjects will have to 
be taught and taught well or the local taxpayers will have a very sound 
cause for complaint. 

In the small High School of up to, say, four or five teachers (and there 
are a large number in the province), these Matriculation requirements 
will inevitably dominate the teaching effort of the school. There is no 
avoiding this so long as'Matriculation remains the gateway to so many 
voca:i>ns. The various options whicn we may expect to appear in the 
new course of studies will probably, therefore, have as little influence upon 
the small school as the quite generous options in the existing course. 

I am not for one moment suggesting that the University should lower 
its entrance standards! They are not a bit too high. What I do wish to 
point out, however, is that the existing regulations have a rigidity about 
them which results in their defeating their own ends. So far as the 
Matriculation regulations are concerned the boy who intends to be an 
engineer has to master just as much French or Latin as the pupil with 
linguistic ambitions, while that same linguistic pupil has to wade through 
as much Physics or Chemistry and Algebra and Geometry as the pros­
pective engineer. The result is that the pass standards of both the lan-
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guages and the sciences suffer and the pupil learns to look upon 50 per 
cent as the symbol of success. 

It is fairly safe, I think, to say that the Matriculation examination has 
two distinct functions to perform. One is to ensure that the student has 
that background of general education and knowledge which all presumably 
literate people should possess and the other is to ensure that he has suffi­
cient real ability to enable him to benefit from University work. The 
present rather rigid type of examination does not perform these two 
functions very efficiently. It is based in part upon a compromise and in 
part upon a confusion of these two aims. It is insisted, quite rightly, that 
a man is not educated today without some knowledge of Science, of the 
basic Mathematical methods and ways of thought, of Literature, of Social 
Studies, and perhaps of a foreign language. However, the examination 
papers are often made out by specialists with the very natural and human 
idea, "I don't want anyone in my department that cannot answer questions 
of at least this degree of difficulty". The result is that pupils who have not 
the slightest intention of entering that department are required to study 
the subject far beyond the requirements of general education. 

The suggestion which I wish to make is far from revolutionary. It is 
simply this: That the examination be in two parts. In the first part the 
general education should be tested by a series of papers in the following 
st'.'.bjects: General Science, General Mathematics of not too advanced a 
stihdard, a foreign language, testing only a reading knowledge, Social 
Studies of about the present type, and Composition, the paper being 
designed to test the ability to write a well organized, well expressed and 
grammatical composition. Every pupil should be required to pass in these 
subjects with a high standing, certainly much better than 50 per cent. The 
second part of the examination would consist of three honours papers 
chosen by the pupil and designed to test real ability. The prospective 
engineer would probably write Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry. The 
linguist might write Honours English and two Languages. The prospective 
nurse might select Home Economics and Biology. Honours in Social 
Studies would be the logical choice of a large number of general students 
and prospective teachers. > 

This plan has the merit of introducing consideration of individual 
differences into the Matriculation Examination itself. This in turn will 
make possible respect for individual differences in the small High School 
in which Matriculation is unavoidably a dominating influence. It will 
serve the University better because it will eliminate the "all-round-fifty-
percenters", who just scrape by and too frequently have to be removed 
at Christmas in their first year. It will, moreover, remove the present 
hardship which is at times quite severe, of making, for example, a girl of 
real linguistic ability or literary talent master an amount of Geometry and 
Algebra which is quite useless, distasteful and in some cases impossible 
for her. 

The 1929 Course of Studies was very liberal in conception. It did 
rather less than nothing to liberalize the small High School because the 
Matriculation and Normal Entrance requirements were extended and 
additional compulsory subjects included, thus monopolizing the limited 
teacher effort available. I believe that the new course will lose effective­
ness in the small school in exactly the same way unless the Matriculation 
Examination is made more flexible. 
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A D U L T E D U C A T I O N 
Under the direction of the Provincial Department of Education 

Vocational Subjects by tlie Correspondence Method 
T H E S E COURSES A R E INTENDED FOR: 

(1) Persons over 16 years of age who are unable to attend day- or night-school classes. 
(2) Students in classes for the Unemployed who are unable to get subjects desired. 
(3) Students under 18 years of age and carrying at least five general subjects in a high 

school. Such students are permitted to register for a vocational subject on the recom­
mendation of the Principal and with the approval of the Department. 

(4) Students in schools not offering commercial courses. Three commercial subjects, Book­
keeping, Shorthand, and Typewriting, may be taken by correspondence by such students. 

(5) Indentured apprentices living out of reach of Technical School classes. 

Major or 200-Hour Courses: 
MECHANICAL DRAWING 

(Drafting) 
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION I. 

(Prerequisite is Mechanical Drawing) 
ENGINEERING DRAWING 
PRACTICAL ELECTRICITY 

AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING I. 
PROSPECTOR'S COURSE 

i: (Geology and Mining) 
COMMERCIAL ART I. 

i FORESTRY I. 
COMMERCIAL SUBJECTS 

(Book-keeping and Accountancy, 
Shorthand, Typewriting, and 

Secretarial Practice) 

Minor or 100-Hour Courses: 
DIESEL ENGINEERING I. 

(Prerequisite is Automotive Engineer­
ing I. or equivalent) 

PRINCIPLES OF RADIO 
(Prerequisite is Practical Electricity 

or equivalent) 

AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING II. 

LETTERING AND DISPLAY 

CARD WRITING 

AVIATION I. 
(Meteorology and Weather 

Forecasting) ^ 
AVIATION II. 

(Air Pilotage and Navigation) 

IN PREPARATION: 
ELECTRICITY II. (House-wiring) 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION II. 
(Roofing, etc.) 

PAINTING AND DECORATING 
SHEET-METAL WORKING 

PLUMBING AND STEAMFITTING 

These courses maybe started at any time during the year. .Application forms and circulars 
. giving.fulh.information pertaining to the above subjects and also to general high-school 

subjects are available on request from:— 

J. W. GIBSON, Director, High School Correspondence Instruction 
Parliament Buildings, VICTORIA, B. C. 

4 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
1269 Tattersall Drive, 

Victoria, B. C , Dec. 8, 1936. 
Editor, The B. C. Teacher: 

Enclosed is a questionnaire prepared by the Research Committee of the 
Elementary School Teachers' Department for the purpose of bringing the 
teachers concerned into closer touch with the work of this group. 

We would esteem it a favour if you arranged to insert this question­
naire in the January issue of The B. C. Teacher. 

Also enclosed is a list of material in our possession. If any of the 
teachers are in need of such teaching aids we shall be pleased to forward 
the same to them. In order that they may know what is on hand, we 
would appreciate your entering of this list in the January number of the 

magazine. Yours sincerely, 

W ILLIAM M C M I C H A E L , 
Chairman, Research Committee. 

Q U E S T I O N N A I R E 
RESEARCH COMMITTEE, ELEMENTARY TEACHERS' DEPARTMENT. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION 

Name..... School.. 

Address 

Grade or Grades. 

1. Have you a Teachers' Research Study Group in your district? 

2. Is the formation of such a group possible? 
3. Are you having any difficulty in administering the new curriculum: 

4. Is your difficulty due to (a) Lack of reference material? 

(b) Lack of equipment? 

5. List your difficulties under the following headings: 

Subject Unit Grade 

Subject Unit Grade 
6. Are you in need of any tests? If so, state: 
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Please return this questionnaire to WILLIAM MCMICIIAEL, 1269 
Tattersall Drive, Victoria, B. C. 

The following material is on hand for distribution to the members of 
the British Columbia Teachers' Federation: 

1. General organization of a 10-room school. 
2. A report on the organization of an 8-room school (Elementary), 

Grades 1 to 6. 
3. Procedure in a one-room school. 
4. A suggestion in regard to Oral Reading in Grades 1 to 8 as outlined 

in the New Programme of Studies. 
5. A teaching device for Spelling in the upper grades. 
6. Assigning Spelling marks. 
7. A device for socialized learning of a new type of Arithmetic problem. 
8. A socialized approach to the teaching of Commission. 
9. Notes on Topic 1, Unit 1, Social Studies, Grade 7. 

10. Development of Unit 4, Grade S, Geography, The Great Central Plain. 
11. Organization of a project on "Our Community", Grade 2B. 
12. Organization of "Transportation" Unit, Grade 2B. 
13. Outline of work on project "Before Winter Comes", Grade 1. 

It is not the intention of the Research Committee to give the im­
pression that any one of the above is a perfect solution for your problem, 
but it is hoped that some ideas contained therein may, at least, be a guide 
to you in your endeavour. 

Send for any of the above of which you may have need. All we ask 
of you is that you enclose sufficient stamps for return postage. 

Suite 9, 5 Tenth Avenue East, 
Vancouver, B. C , Dec. 29, 1936. 

Editor, Thc B. C. Teacher: 
Dear Sir,—What W . Gilmour Clark wrote in the December issue of 

conventions, speeches and demonstrations is, in my opinion, "the truest 
thing you've ever printed". For heaven's sake, let's have more demonstra­
tion and less talking—much less talking. 

We might get" some help from demonstrations. We certainly don't 
from speeches. 

•; Yours truly, 
M A R G A R E T C. C O W I E . 

Department of Education, 
, Victoria, December 11, 1936. 

To the Editor, B. C. Teacher: 
May I be permitted to call the attention of readers of The B. C. Teacher, 

who I trust include most of the teachers of the province, to an advertise­
ment having reference to vocational correspondence courses now available, 
or shortly to become available, as part of the Adult Education programme 
of the Department of Education. 

There is always before us as teachers the problem;of guidance for the 
young people with whom we are so closely associated, whether in the 
classroom or through the mails by correspondence, in the matter of choice 
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of subjects and courses likely to be most valuable to them individually. 
There has been a tendency during recent years, on the part of many 

of our young people, to take the shortest possible course preparatory to 
some gainful occupation and to neglect some, or indeed many, of the sub­
jects that we know are essential to their enjoyment as well as their success 
in later life. 

It is also true, unfortunately, that not a few young people spend years 
in school, neither knowing or caring what is to follow. "Oh, I guess I'll 
just take a general course" is very often the verdict and the teacher leaves 
it at that, and so the applicants for Junior Matriculation are found to 
exceed in numbers all others. It is quite true that within the last year or 
two there has been a tendency to take advantage of the opportunity offered 
through the High School Graduation plan of electing a larger proportion 
of the high school subjects. 

This is excellent if the students are sure of their objectives and are 
given a reasonable amount of guidance in mapping out their programmes, 
grade by grade. I have found, for instance, that some of the students 
applying for High School Graduation through correspondence study are;; 
apparently more concerned with how they can make up 120 units of credit 
than with the ultimate benefits they hope to derive from studies intelli-ii 
gently chosen. How can High School Graduation be made of greatest; 
educational and vocational value to high school students? i: 

I venture to suggest that for teachers in districts not iserved by tech­
nical schools the announcement concerning Vocational Courses may offer 
some suggestions. Teachers in both elementary and high schools who 
think that some of these courses could be utilized to advantage in the 
interests of certain students attending their schools, or who may now be 
out of school, might write to me for further information;: Furthermore, 
there are many teachers in this province who have given considerable 
thought to this question, whose recommendations might be!of considerable 
value at the present time. I am always glad to receive constructive sug­
gestions from those who have given close attention to the method and 
progress ol' correspondence instruction. |i 

We should all recognize that we are privileged to live and work in 
British Columbia during a period of educational reform j that we believe 
will prove advantageous to the rising generation. Curriculum reform is 
arousing much interest in other provinces as well as in our own, and I 
know full well what it is going to involve for those of us who are concerned 
with the preparation of new correspondence courses, orithe revision of 
old ones. It will be a heavy undertaking,-but I am confident that we shall 
greatly improve on many of our present courses. As liyou know, we 
purposely set our standards pretty high—some people thinkjthem too high, 
and some of the courses too heavy, and that may be •quit: true. At any 

; rate, we shall have a chance now, with our more than sevtn years' exper­
ience to help us, to reform many of these correspondence!'courses and, in 
every possible way, to make them a better agency for true! education than 
ever before. • ; . ; jj 

I should like to convey to you, and to the staff of your iiteadily improv­
ing teachers' magazine, very, best wishes for the festive season, and also 
for the:coming new year. J . W . GIBSON, 

Director of High School Correspondence Instruction. 
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1995 West Fourteenth Avenue, 
Editor, The B. C.Teacher: Vancouver, December 21, 1936. 

Among all the excellent articles in the December B. C. Teacher there 
are two which move me to comment: "Composition in Rural High Schools" 
and "Calling Al l Members of Convention Committees". 

Mr. McCharles' article makes it abundantly clear—if it were not clear 
before—-that the curriculum cannot be administered without an adequate 
school library. If the authorization of a book of excerpts will blunt 
appreciation of that need, then it is to be avoided at all costs, no matter 
what the present hardship. " A library in every school in British Columbia" 
should be the objective of our Association. 

With the writer's statement that prose is of more value to pupils than 
poetry, and the reasons he gives for it, I cannot agree. It has been my 
experience, and the experience of many other writers, that in the forma­
tion of a good prose style the reading and writing of poetry (or should I 
say the writing of "verse"?) is of the highest importance. Poetry is the 
very essence of creative thought, the most condensed form of art. Mr. 
McCharles tells us that very few people are going to read poetry in adult 
life. Why not? In tne next paragraph he pleads for a development of 
taste—to develop a love of poetry is the surest method of developing a 
critical taste in literature. There is no point in saying that rural high 
school pupils do not like poetry—we are all born with a love of the 
elements of poetry: rhythm, metaphor, simile, the music of words— 
people who think they dislike poetry simply have not had it properly 
presented to them. 

Though the harassed teacher of English can hardly be expected to 
appreciate the humour of the present examination system, nevertheless it 
has positively Gilbertian elements. Much as we may disagree on other 
points, it may be taken for granted that we would all accept the following 
premises: composition is a power, not a content subject; every essay a 
pupil writes should be a creative effort; the topics assigned—or chosen— 
should be of interest to the student, within his grasp, subjects on which 
he may be expected to have some knowledge, or some thoughts of interest 
and value to himself and his; fellow students. (The essay, laboriously 
written on an uninteresting topic, corrected and. thrown in the wastepaper 
basket is responsible fofvmct a little of the illiteracy among High School 
graduates). Given thed-.'̂ premises surely it is only fair that students be 
judged:on their best effo/t in the subject. 

Instead of this, what Vp we find? First, the system of marking; what 
does a mark of,,65, of 70,\tnean? In a paper on Mathematics, on Gram­
mar, or any other-content subject no difficulty arises—the student's answer 
is either right or it; is wrong—he is 65 or 70 per cent perfect. But in 
composition'?! If the mark represents a fraction of perfection, what is 
perfection? Robert Louie;''Stevenson or James Branch Cabell? Shake­
speare or GertiJ'udc^Stc,:!i?fs On the other hand if the mark represents 
simply the student's'po^itiori in'relation to all other students in the province, 
no constant standard-ex^vs, since not only does the calibre of the pupils 
coming up for examinatVorlvvary from year to year, but each examiner has 
his own pet theories and''prejudices which of necessity condition his 
judgment. u " 
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In the second place, as Mr. McCharles points out, there is the matter 
of the topics set. He quotes two, "War is the misdeed of an imperfect 
world" and "Before Eppie's coming, Silas lived a lonely and contracted 
life". (In passing, is it not time that Eppie and Silas be left to the peace 
of their well earned graves?) Which one of us has any thoughts worth 
stating on the subject of the first topic? Of what conceivable value is the 
second one? Upon what principle of sound pedagogy or psychology could 
either one of them, or many another, be justified ? 

Thirdly, crowning incongruity, the conditions under which the 
unfortunate student must pass this examination must be mentioned. An 
essay, to be of any value, either to the writer or the reader, must be the 
product of meditation; out of the treasures of the heart must it be written. 
Such a process takes times, the conditions must be favorable. As things 
are now any student of a thoughtful turn of mind and real ability in 
writing ought to be ashamed of himself if he gets more than a passing 
mark. A low mark should be considered a badge of honour, and if you 
have a genius among your students, don't expect him to pass at all. (See 
Sentimental Tommy). 

Would it not be possible to plan some system by which the student 
could give in, for examination purposes, the best essay he has written 
during the year? Not the copy he made after his teacher corrected and 
marked it, but the essay as it reached the teacher, with that teacher's red 
ink corrections and comments? Might not the idea be worth considering 
by the teachers of English? 

With Mr. McCharles' statements regarding "style" I should like io 
take issue some other time. 

Mr. Clark's comments on Conventions are very much to the point, and 
will, one feels sure, be welcomed by those who plan the programme. One 
question, Mr. Clark; you say that it is the demonstrations that stand out 
in your mind as highlights of recent conventions: Did you tell the teacher 
who taught the demonstration lesson that you found it stimulating? Or, 
better still, when you returned to Silverdale and tried out the method 
demonstrated, did you write the teacher and tell him of your experience 
and its results?,'. 

We all^find it helpful to watch a demonstration lesson, but how many 
of us are willing to prepare such a lesson, bring the pupils tc.the conven­
tion, teach the lesson under the critical gaze of hundreds of fellow-
teachers?.. Of those hundreds, how many will think to state their appre­
ciation of the effort? 

Mr. Clark says, "we . . . are not unappreciative of the burden of 
thankless labor that our officers and committees carry so cheerfully", 
rather a negative sort of gratitude, isn't it? Andi why should the labor 
be thankless ? 

We teachers are all too reticent in the expression of appreciation of 
each other's efforts—let's pass out a few small bouquets while the ricipients 
are still alive. 

Yours sincerely, 
. M . E . COLMAN. 
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S45 West Fifteenth Avenue, 
Vancouver, B . C . , December 14, 1936. 

Editor, The B.C. Teacher: 
Possibly a number of senior pupils are interested in taking up the air 

transport business at some near future date so the following may be of 
interest to them and their teachers. 

Recently it was my very great pleasure to fly about 5000 miles by 
modern high-speed air transport. The lines used were Canadian Airways, 
Northwest Airlines and American Airlines. The main cities covered were 
Vancouver, Seattle, Spokane, Minneapolis, Chicago, Detroit. I must admit 
that the result is I am very favorably inclined to the rosy future of air 
transport as a medium of activity for an increasing number of high 
school graduates. Apparently there are great possibilities in air services 
for mail, express, and passengers. 

During the past twelve months over one million people "have been 
carried by air in the United States alone. There are 25 full-fledged air 
transport companies with over 600 planes. The average fare is under six 
cents a mile and the average passenger travels nearly 500 miles. 

The whole organization and service is a marvel of efficiency, care, 
speed and routine. Everything is so comfortable, pleasant and courteous 
that one feels like a partner rather than a paying guest. 

Business is prospering so much in air transport that bigger, better and 
faster planes are being added all the time. Luxurious ten and 14-passenger 
ships are being augmented now with 21-scaters and even with sleeper 
planes of real speed. The new ships are a marvel of splendid workman­
ship and every modern sort of equipment for service from meals to writing 
paper as they offer trips coast-to-coast overnight. 

A new form of very competitive transportation is being rapidly devel­
oped before our very eyes. At present only about two per cent of passen­
ger travel miles go by plane but who knows what may result in ten years. 
It behooves technically inclined young people to get themselves prepared 
for the many and varied duties contingent upon what is going to be one of 
the really major transport systems. 

D. P. M C C A L L U M . 

THE ENGLISH OF BUSINESS 
By H A G A R , WILSON, H U T C H I N S O N , and B L A N C H A R D 

An intensive and remedial treatment of grammar, a constructive study of authoritative 
punctuation, .and a. training in letter writing that preserves individual style and 
develops creative ability. 
This new book concentrates on the important; puts first things first. It represents 
economy in time and costs. If Is business English in action. / 

LIST PRICE h^-" 
- : The English of Business, complete ...$1.00 Wort Boot .40 

THE USUAL DISCOUNT APPLIES 

THE GREGG PUBLISHING HOUSE 
1200 B A Y STREET T O R O N T O 
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NEWS, PERSONAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 
Dr. E . A. Hardy has been an­

nounced as the director of a Cana­
dian Teachers' Tour to the Seventh 
Biennial Conference of the World 
Federation of Education Associa­
tions, which will be held at Tokyo 
next summer. His party will sail 
from Victoria by the Empress of 
Japan on July 10, and will return 
to that city on August 24. It is 
understood that some of the local 
teachers intend travelling by the 
Japanese Mail Line. It is not too 
early for teachers to be laying their 
plans to take advantage of the com­
ing opportunity to spend their sum­
mer vacation as the guests of 
Japan. 

The teachers of Saskatchewan 
have acknowledged, with obvious 
gratitude, the gift of $1827.30 
transmitted by the Secondary 
School Teachers of Ontario to re­
lieve distress among members of 
thc Saskatchewan Federation. Does 
this suggest anything to British 
Columbians? 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F L O N D O N 
I N S T I T U T E O F E D U C A T I O N 

F E L L O W S H I P S 

The , Carnegie Corporation of 
New York has placed at the com­
mand of the Institute of Education 
funds enabling-thereto offer Fel­
lowships .to:'. students:: from the 
Dominions.- The Fellowships are 
tenable .for one year and are of the 
value of' Sir-.SO'iUnited States dol­
lars-)'.' 'j':'('Fellowships will be 
awlvv:c..;.:i-j students from each of 
the'i-v::_itiiuns of Australia, Can­
ada, N C Y / ' Zealand and South 
Africa. The Fellows must be uni­
versity graduates who have had ex­

perience either of teaching in a 
university or an allied institution or 
a school, or of educational adminis­
tration. 

The Committee of Selection for 
Canada consists of Dr. H . F . 
Munro, Superintendent of Educa­
tion for Nova Scotia; Principal 
R. C. Wallace, Queen's University, 
Kingston, Ont.; and Principal Mal­
colm W. Wallace, University Coll­
ege, Toronto. 

Applications accompanied by 
testimonials must be in the hands 
of Principal Malcolm W. Wallace, 
secretary for the Committee of 
Selection, University College, Tor­
onto, not later than March 20, 1937. 

THE "BLUE PACIFIC" 
CRUISE TOUR 

VISITING 

J A P A N 
A N C I E N T 

P E 1 P I N G . C H I N A 
IiOOlE OVEB 

T H E G R E A T W A L L 
AND T H E PA21IS OP T H E EAST 

S H A N G H A I ! 
28 DAYS AFIiOAT, .CRUISING 
18 DAYS ASHORE, TOURING 

46 GLOBIOTJS HOLIDAYS POR 

$ 4 8 5 . 0 0 
Including all transportation, meals, 

hotels, sightseeing, etc. 
Starts July 3rd, Betturns August I8U1 
MISS VIOLET l iAOKAY, HOSTESS 

B E L L - I R V I N G T R A V E L 
S E R V I C E 

Vancouver Agents 
PHONE: SET. 6321 



WHAT WE ARE READING 
Many readers of The B. C. Teacher will he interested in John,Murray 

Gibson's Northland Songs No. i (Gordon V. Thompson, Ltd., 193 Yonge 
St., Toronto; 50c), written to capital old tunes brought to Car v i a i._ her 
immigrants from the British Isles and continental Europe. A pleasing 
feature of the book is a profusion of photo;-;'•avures illustrating or embody­
ing the spirit of the songs. Accompaniments for piano and for guitar 
are provided for the 16 songs. A special edition for school children (staff 
and tonic sol-fa) sells at 25c. Numerous musicians and others have, 
already shown their approval of this courageous and original attempt to 
meet what is indubitably a real need in Canadian schools. Special prices 
are quoted for schools ordering in quantities. 

* * * * * 
The National Home Library Foundation seems to be rather an extra­

ordinary organization. It came into existence four or five years ago as a 
co-operative and non-profit undertaking to promote good reading by 
making the best books available to greater numbers of the people. The 
Advisory Board includes many very distinguished people, among them 
being James Truslow Adams, Stanwood Cobb, Will Durant, Albert 
Einstein, Havelock Ellis, H . H . B. Meyer, Eugene O'Neill, Louis Unter-
meyer, Hendrick Wm. Van Loon and William Allen White. Some 
fourteen books that everybody wants to read but that everybody hasn't 
read have been made available in unabridged form at 15 cents each in 
flexible binding and numerous others bound in cloth sell at 25 cents. It 
may be worthwhile for readers of The B. C. Teacher to write to the 
National Home Library Foundation for a list of its publications. The 
address is The Dupont Circle Building, Washington, D. C. 

The B. C. Teacher is in receipt of a literary map of Canada, published 
by the Macmillan Company, St. Martin's House, Toronto. It has mani­
festly been designed to arouse the interest of adolescents and will be a 
valuable addition to the equipment of libraries and English classrooms. 
Of course, no two people would ever agree as to what books and writers 
should be mentioned on such a map, but Mr. Deacon's selections will be 
suggestive to many readers. 

* * * * * 
A good friend of The B. C. Teacher suggested a long time ago that this 

magazine should publish original plays and similar programme material 
for use particularly in the smaller schools. That has not yet proved 
possible, but from time to time we have called attention to dramatic 
material suitable for school-room presentation. A . M . Stephen's two little 
volumes oi Classroom Plays deserve mention in this connection. The first 
volume consists chiefly of thirty little plays based upon episodes in Cana­
dian history. The compa aion book, Classroom Plays from Canadian 
Industry, is still more unusual in type. The plays are so constructed that 
they may be performed in the space between the first row of desks and the 
blackboard in an ordinary schoolroom and the properties are simple and 
easily procurable. Most of the little sketches would require not more than 
fifteen or twenty minutes for presentation. They are intended to provide 
intimate glimpses of the life of the farmer, the miner, the lumberman, the 
fisherman, and'other Canadian workers. J . M . Dent and Sons list the 
volumes at 35c each. It is announced that-i'Mr. Stephen has in preparation 
several other books of little plays for school use. / 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DECEMBER NEWS 
A RISE in volume of trade, price 
7u indices, and industrial output 
fd.r nearly'all countries, the indus­
trial output being in many cases far 
above 1929 levels, was reported in 
Geneva for the second half of 1936. 
Estimates based on Bureau of Sta­
tistics figures placed the increase in 
Canada's national income for the 
year .it $452,000,000 over 1935 and 
$l,35i ,700,000 over 1933. At the 
same -time, due to prairie drought 
and ovher causes the number on 
relief i,h Canada was reported at a 
new hifc'Iv in December. 

i+\ • * * 

The .federal-provincial Canadian 
National) Finance Committee on 
December; 10 agreed upon: (1) Re­
moval of,\ the "gold clause" from 
Government and other public bonds, 
(2) Facilitation of comparison by 
standardizing fiscal years and public 
accountingi'isystems for Dominion 
and provinces, (3) Co-ordinated 
timing oV-\\ public bond issues 
through theyBank of Canada. 

A perennial wheat has been 
found, according to an Ottawa 
despatch of C'ecember 27. 

•Edward Vi l l i abdicated as King 
of G*reat Britain, Ireland and the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas 
and Emperor.^pf India. On the 
following afternoon, all the Domin­
ions excepting tVie Irish Free State 
having meanwhil* consented to such 
a measure, his reign of less than 11 
months was formally brought to ;i 
close when the House of Common's •:' 
passed a "Demise, of the Crown 

'•till''; 409-5. His^rother, the Duke 
of: York, .automatically succeeded 
him and on December 12 was form- : 
ally proclaimed George VI, King 

and Emperor, at London, while 
Edward, upon whom the title of 
Duke of Windsor was shortly to be 
conferred, motored to Portsmouth 
and left England for the continent 
on the destroyer, "Fury". The Dail 
Eireann on December 11 passed, 
80-54, a bill to remove the King 
from the Constitution and abolish 
the office of Governor-General. The 
next day it voted, 85-5, to recognize 
George VI as King of the British 
Commonwealth of Nat ns, his 
name to be used in the conduct of 
external affairs only. 

* * * 
In his first important statement 

since his retirement in 1934, Mahat-
ma Gandhi told 10,000 listeners on 
December 27 if they would follow 
his programme to the letter, Lord 
Linlithgow would recognize they 
were right and offer to withdraw 
the British from the country. "We 
should then", he concluded, "say to 
Lord Linlithgow and the British­
ers: 'India is big enough to hold 
you and more like you'. That is my 
swaraj". On the same day the In­
dian National Congress party called 
for a boycott of all celebrations 
connected with the coronation of 
George V I because they are "in­
tended to strengthen imperialism 
and add to Great Britain's prestige". 

The French Government on De­
cember 4 announced mutual assist­
ance to Britain and Belgium in the 
event of unprovoked attack but at 
the same time invited Germany to a 
friendlier relation and a new Euro­
pean security pact. Foreign Secre­
tary Eden on December 14 said the 
time had come for a halt in unilat­
eral repudiation of treaties and a 
turn from armaments competition 
to economic co-operation. On De­

ft**** 
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cember 15 at Geneva, Britain re­
commended separation of the 
League Covenant from the Treaty 
of Versailles. On December 16 
Eden said he had verbal assurance 
Italy had not negotiated for control 
of the Balearic Islands and did not 
intend to do so. Britain, he added, 
will not.accord "formal" recogni­
tion to Italy's conquest of Ethiopia. 
France on December 27 offered re­
turn of Germany's colonies in an 
attempt to avoid the danger of 
European war. 

* * * 
Internally the Spanish trouble 

seemed to pass the crisis on Decem­
ber 21 when defenders of Madrid 
broke through Franco's forces and 
put the insurgents on the defensive. 
A Catalan political crisis was also 
passed on December 17 when a new 
Government was formed from 
which the "Trotskyites" were ex­
cluded. Internationally, however, 
Spain continued to trouble the 
waters extremely. 5000 Germans 
landed at Fascist-controlled Cadi/, 
on December 1 and seven tri-mot-
ored German planes arrived at in­
surgent headquarters in Morocco. 
Russian officers and planes in con­
siderable numbers were reported at 
Malaga, and 4000 French volunteers 

''were said to be at Barcelona to aid 
the Government forces. While 
Britain. on December 5 forbade 
British ships to deliver arms to 
Spain, the Government sold gns; 

masks to the loyalists as medical 
supplies. Attempts of the interna­
tional'-non-intervention committee 
to stop voluntary aid to either side 
were met on December 14 by the 
refusal of Germany and Portugal to 
allow agents on their territories. 
Britain, France, and the Soviet 
Union on December 9 sought the 
support of Germany and Italy in an 
attempt to stop; private voluntary 

intervention, and on December 27 
France and Britain delivered at 
Berlin; Moscow, Rome, and Lisbon 
notes warning against the danger to 
European peace of permitting the 
influx to Spain to continue. A 
Franco-British attempt at mediation 
to stop hostilities and settle the dis­
pute by a Spanish plebiscite met 
with the less than half-hearted ap­
proval of ftaly, Germany, and the 
Soviets and the flat refusal of the 
Spanish Government on December 
28. Russia was joined by Britain 
on December 21 in demanding au 
investigation of the alleged sinking 
by Spanish insurgents of the Soviet 
steamer "Komsomol". Germany 
was even more vehement in pro­
testing Government seizure of the 
German ship "Palos" at Bilbao and 
on December 28 ordered torpedo-
boat convoys for her shipping in the 
Bay of Biscay. 

* * * 
Premier Blum of France on De­

cember 8 secured the passage of a 
bill to prevent such newspaper 
attacks as led to the suicide of Min­
ister of the Interior Salengro. On 
the same date he obtained for the 
first time the support of the Com­
munists for his Spanish non-inter­
vention policy. Overridden by the 
Chamber of Deputies, the Senate 
on DeceZ/jher 27 adopted in its en­
tirety his Compulsory Labor Arbi­
tration Hill. 

* * * 
Formation of a Belgium '"Right­

ist! Front"' of Flemish Catholics, 
Fldritsh Nationalists and Rexists 
(J' riir~?n Fascists) was announced 
I)i • w.her 8. 

* * * 
T i e Nazi Government on Decem­

ber 1 announced death penalties for 
Germans whd hoard wealth in for­
eign lacds; incorporation of every 
boy and girl in the Hitler Youth 
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under Baldur von Schirach, respon­
sible directly to Hitler; accelerated 
exploitation of mineral resources 
with or without the co-operation of 
the owners; standardization of real 
property taxes throughout the 
Reich; placing Berlin under a 
State administrator; and conversion 
of the welfare organization into a 
State foundation under Propaganda 
Minister Goebbels. Thirty-nine per­
sons, including Thomas Mann and 
a dozen other notables were de­
prived of citizenship and their prop­
erty confiscated on December 3. 
Their families shared their fate and 
Carl Robson of the London Morn­
ing Post and Walter Bing of the 
Paris Soir were expelled from the 
Reich. Other acts during the month 
intensified the dictatorship and 
sought a State monopoly of foreign 
exchange in the face of an economic 
crisis which includes a shortage of 
a million tons of wheat, 20 per cent 
of the national requirement. Relax­
ation of police supervision at their 
meeting at Breslau and orders from 
the Fuehrer himself for Nazi lead­
ers to cease attacks on Christianity 
indicated a new desire to placate 
the Protestant Church opposition 

for a united attack on Bolshevism. 
* * * 

Germany and Italy on December 
13 agreed to split the trade of the 
Danubian states between them, to 
be developed by the use of barter. 

* * * 
By order of the Norwegian Gov­

ernment, Leon Trotsky and his wife 
on December 19 left that country to 
take advantage of Mexico's offer of 
hospitality. 

* * * 
While Sino-Japanese negotiations 

remained at a deadlock despite Jap­
anese attempts to hasten them by 
armed invasion of Tsingtao, Shan­
tung, and while Russia held out 
until December 23 before yielding 

for one year the Siberian fishing 
rights she had refused Japan when 
that country entered an anti-Com­
munist accord with Germany, the 
Far Eastern Question took a sur­
prising turn on December 12 when 
General Hsueh-liang seized Gener­
alissimo Chiang Kai-shek in an 
attempt to force the Kuomintang to 
declare war on Japan for the recov­
ery of all territory, including Man­
churia, and to readmit Communists 
to its membership. While the Sov­
iets and Japan blamed each other 
for the crisis, the Chinese settled it 
themselves on December 26 when 
Chang released Chiang and surren­
dered himself to the Kuomintang. 

* * * 
Three signs pointed to a new sit­

uation in Japan: On December 9 
the Privy Council attacked the 
Premier and Foreign Minister for 
their anti-Communist accord with 
Germany; on December 17, 54 
fanatical patriots were ordered 
tried for a 3-year-old assassination 
plot; and on December 24 the 
Speaker of the new House of 
Representatives said: "We are de­
termined to encourage and develop 
parliamentary politics". 

* * * 
President Roosevelt, opening the 

Inter-American Conference for the' 
Maintenance of Peace, called upon 
the New World to unite to help the 
Old World to avert its impending 
catastrophe of war. Before it closed 
on December 23 it approved 37 
projects for the furtherance of 
peace and better economic relations 
among the 21 nations on a basis of 
juridical equality. 

* * * 
For vetoing a Sugar-Tax bill in­

tended to finance army-taught 
schools, President Bomez of Cuba 
was impeached by the Senate on 
December 24 and removed from 
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office. The House of Representa­
tives over-rode his veto. 

, * * * 
The United States Supreme 

Court on December 21 ruled the 
President had made constitutional 
use of his discretionary powers in 
imposing the Chaco arms embargo. 
Nevertheless, because the Neutral­
ity Act makes no mention of civil 
wars, the State Department on 
December 28 had no alternative but 
to permit a $2,777,000 shipment of 
airplanes and parts to the Spanish 
Government. 

* * * 
To the shipping tie-up, still un­

settled, was added the threat of a 
widespread shutdown of automotive 
plants when a "sit-down" strike 
started in the Fisher Body works 

on December 28 involving 7000 em­
ployees of the General Motors sub­
sidiary. On December 7 the Labor 
Relations Board accused the U . S. 
Steel Corporation of interfering 
with rights of its employees to 
organize as they please. 

* * * 
The United States Federal Trade 

Commission on December 3 issued 
eight complaints against 21 automo­
bile and finance companies for using 
financing plans involving approxi­
mately 12 per cent interest instead 
of the 6 per cent advertised. It 
was recommended to President 
Roosevelt on December 23 by a 
committee of his own making that 
the United States Government 
should insure farm crops against 
the hazards of nature. — J . E . G. 

B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A S E C O N D A R Y T E A C H E R S A S S O C I A T I O N 
S E C T I O N O F F I C E R S F O R 1936-1937 

SECTION CHAIRMAN SECRETARY 

Art Teachers' Section Mr. S. P. Judge, Miss M . L . Lewis, 
3553 27th Avenue W „ 1055 West 12th Ave., 
Vancouver, B. C. Vancouver, B. C. 

Home Economics Section....Mrs. I. Green, Miss Muriel Davidson, 
1636 Stephens Street, 25S9 41st Avenue W., 
Vancouver, B. C. Vancouver, B. C. 

Physical Education Mr. F . .C . Corry, Miss Jean Salter, 
1258 59th Avenue W., 601 West 22nd Avenue, 
Vancouver, B. C. Vancouver, B. C. 

Rural Secondary Mr. J . M . Thomas, Mr. P. E . Wilkinson, 
Teachers' Section Cobble Hill , B. C. Chemainus, B. C. 

Secondary Teachers' Mr. Normay Murray, Mr. J . S. Donaldson, 
English Section.... 2844 44th Ovenuc W., 2243 47th Avenue W., 

Vancouver, B. C. Vancouver, B. C. 
Secondary Teachers' Mr. C. E . Milley, Miss Alma Dunmore, 

Commercial Section 4660 Sixth Avenue W., 2055 14th Avenue W., 
Vancouver, B. C. Vancouver, B. C. 

Secondary Teachers' Mr. R. C. Harris, Miss Maysie Graham, 
Geography Section :.. 6320 Larch Street, 2820 41st Avenue W., 

Vancouver, B. C. Vancouver, B. C. 
Secondary Teachers' Mr. E . A . Munro, Mr. F . A . Poole, 

Latin Section 2749 Marine Drive, 4570 14th Avenue W., 
: • Vancouver, B . C . Vancouver, B . C . 

Secondary Teachers' Mr. C. H . Cookum, 
Mathematics Section. King George High School, 

Vancouver, B, C. 
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Secondary Teachers' Mr. H . Hickman, Mr. A . A. Hards, 
Modern Languages 2122 McNeil Avenue, 3413 21st Avenue Yv\. 

Victoria, B. C. Vancouver, B. C. 
Secondary Teachers' Mr. H . A. Tones, Mr. H . ]'. Tinims, 

Practical Arts and 4522 N . \V . Marine Drive. 2376 Third Avenue I-:., 
Industrial Science Vancouver, B. C. Vancouver. B. C . 

Secondary Teachers' Mr. E. L. Jcnks, Mr. H . H . Grantham, 
Science Section 1115 Dublin Street, 3525 21st Avenue W., 

New Westminster, B. C . Vancouver, B. C. 
Secondary Teachers' Mr. .1. E. Gibbard, Mr. Eric Kelly, 

Social Studies Section 1756 57th Avenue W., 2131 30th Avenue E., 
Vancouver, B. C. Vancouver, B. C. 

L I S T O F A S S O C I A T I O N S , S E C O N D A R Y S C H O O L T E A C H E R S 

ASSOCIATION SECRETARY 

Boundary T. A Mr. Raymond B. Orser, 
Grand Forks, B. C. 

Chilliwack T. A Mr. Allan Manford, 
Chilliwack, B. C. 

Cranbrook T. A Miss F. I. Marion Flett, 
Cranbrook, B. C. 

Fernie and District T. A Miss Louise Reynolds, 
Fcrnie, B. C. 

Kaslo and District T. A Miss M . E. Moscrop, 
Kaslo, B. C. 

Kimbcrley District T. A.... Mr. Alfred E. Foubister, 
Box 297, Kimberlcy, B. C. 

Nelson Teachers' Association Miss Blanche Bcatty. 
Nelson, B. C. 

Northern High School T. A Mr. Arthur Sutton, 
147 Fifth Avenue W., 
Prince Rupert, B. C. 

North Kootenay T. A Miss K . M . Lchrman, 
Box 333, Revclstokc, B. C. 

Okanagan Valley T. A Mr. F. T. Marriage, 
Box 871, Kclowna, B . C . 

Powell River and District T. A Miss Ethel Green, 
Powell River, B. C. 

Prince George T. A Miss Anne L . Peck, 
: Sox 26, Prince George, B . C . 

Rossland T. A Mr. D. McNaughton, 
Box 94, Rossland, B . C . 

Thompson Valley T. A Miss Isobel Burton, 
Kamloops, B. C. 

Trail-Tadanac T. A Miss Marguerite E . Horwell, 
Box 1707, Trail, B . C . 

Vancouver Secondary School T. A Mr. A . T. Alsbury, 
6975 Cypress Street, 
Vancouver, B . C . 

. . .All Local Secondary Associations are requested to have the names of 
their officers filed with Mr. A . Poole, secretary of the British Columbia 
Secondary Teachers' Association. Furthermore, he should be kept in­
formed as to important meetings of the local associations. 



SPORTING GOODS 
O F E V E R Y D E S C R I P T I O N 

See our big display of 

FISHING TACKLE GOLFERS' SUPPLIES 
BADMINTON EQUIPMENT ^ 

// 
W e are agents for ' 

FRIGIDAIRE AND WESTINGHOUSE 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

C A L L A N D S E E O U R B I G D I S P L A Y ! 

McLENNAN, McFEELY & PRIOR LIMITED 
RETAIL STORE 

556-558 SEYMOUR ST., VANCOUVER PHONE: DOUG. 21-22 

A Welcome Aid to Teachers of 
Grade IX Geometry . . . / / ^ 

PART T W O OF HOTCHKISS' GRADE IX 
GEOMETRY EXERCISES AND WORK BOOK 

contains 37 carefully prepared exercises and seven Review Tests. 
While some sheets in Part Two are at present outside the old scheme 
of work, it is presumed that most of these exercises will be included 
in any new Grade IX Geometry or Co-ordinated Mathematics 
scheme, as they allow the pupil to arrive readily, by a practical 
method, at the theoretical truths that he may study more fully later. 
Other sheets in Part Two. readily coordinate Mensuration and 
Geometry and so are in keeping with the modern trend. 

Price, 25c per copy for orders of one dozen or more. Postage extra. 

W R I G L E Y P R I N T I N G C O . L T D . 
578 S E Y M O U R STREET V A N C O U V E R , B . C . 
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S C H O O L S T A T I O N E R Y , 

E Q U I P M E N T 
Kindergarten, Primary and 

Educational Supplies 

A L S O N E W I T E M S L I S T E D IN O U R C A T A L O G U E 
P A G E S 160 A N D 161 

Library and 
Bookbinding Supplies 

A N D P A G E 162 

Lino and Wood Block 
Printing Supplies 

// you have not already received our Catalogue 
please write for one. 

L I M I T E D 
THE S C H O O L SUPPLY HOUSE 

Stationers, Printers, Engravers, Bookbinders 
Phone: Trinity 1341 550 Seymour Street, Vancouver, B . C . 


