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What Are You Going To Read

DURING THE SUMMER VACATION?

May we suggest that you ask your bookseller
or send for a list of fitles in

EVERYMAN'S LIBRARY

It will offer you a choice of 930 volumes which includes the finest
products of human thought or literary achievement, To have read
a selection from the 13 sections into which it is divided is to
possess the basis for a sound educalion. These sections are as

follows:

BIOGRAPHY ORATORY SCIENCE
CLASSICS POETRY and THEOLOGY and
o DRAMA PHILOSOPHY
FICTION REFERENCE A
JUVENILES ROMA NCE TRAVEL and

THIS YEAR SIX NEW BOOKS

by contemporary authors have been added as follows:

THE N/TURE OF THE PHYSICAL TALES OF DETECTION, Selected by
WORLY by Sir Arthur Eddington. Dorothy Seyers.

THE OLD WIVES' TALE by Arnold THE ORDEAL OF RICHARD FEV-
Bennett. EREL by Guorge Meredith.

SELECTED ~ESSAYS by Havelock THE WHITE PEACOCK by D. H.
Ellis. ' Lawrence. _

The standard edition of EVERYMAN'S LIBRARY is artistically bound in cloth,

a distinctive colour being used for the volumes In each section. Tho price is

SIXTY-FIVE CENTS per volume.

A'J. M. Dent & Sons (Can‘ada) Lid.

PUBLISHERS

224 Bloor St. W., 5 %

_Toronto, Ont.

Yancouver, B.C.

1300 Robson St.. ,
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HIS is the Art and Music number of The B. C. Teacher. We hope

yvou will like it even more than we do!

* * * * * *

The June issuc of a teachers’ journal involves special problems.
Teachers are tired. They are generally up to their ears in examinations.
They are so busy with routine details that they have little time to read.
Furthermore, the magazine usually reaches them just when they are pack-
ing, within their hearts the equivalent of the parson’s vow neither to
preach nor to pray during vacation time.

* * * * * *

QOur answer is to publish a little earlier in the month than usual and
to try to make this June issue so conspicuously intriguing that it will not
only be read now but will be laid aside to be re-read during the vacation
and again when classes convene once more.

* * * * * *

In the by and large, music and art are probably still the worst taught
subjects in the curriculum—with the possible exception of English.

* * * * * *

Wise aud skilful teachers of art and music, prophets who are trying
to extricate us from the desert, are apt to feel lonely and each to think
himself a sole voice crying in the wilderness. Well, we have assembled
enough voices to prodsr a chorus, anyhow, and a very harmonious one
it is. These leaders ar' . i+ rest of us know that in the schools of British
Columbia there are m.:' -.iers—though maybe not 7000-—who have not
bowed their knee to the “%ual that eithér ‘denies all educational value'to
art and music or else admits this value in theory while destroying it in
practice.

E 3

* * * ) * *

We rarely go outside the teaching profession for contributions,to The
B. C. Teacher but we are glad this month to be able to publish-a brief




FOR YOUR VACATION

HERE ARE SOME SAMPLE FARES FROM
VANCOUVER, B.C.

ROUND TRIP GOOD FCN
DAYS
Montreal - - - - - $79.65 )y
New York - - - - - 76.05 180
Chicago - - - - - 5100 90
Yellowstone Park - - 3405 180
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article by Mrs. Cianci, From An Artist’s Point of View. The other
contributions bearing upon art and music are all offered by the Editorial
Board with confidence that they will be appreciated, though space does
not permit us to pay our editorial respects to all contributors individually,
Morcover, artists and musicians are preverbially kittle cattle and com-
parisons are likewise proverbially odorous. Nevertheless we boldly risk
our life to call special attention” to Frank Wilson'’s delightful essay on
Lyrical Craftsmanship. Turn to it immediately, and be grateful,

* * * * * *

It is high time that British Columbia Teachers’ Federation had a
maturely considered official policy relative to the status of Canadians of
Oriental ancestry. There comes a time when silence and cowardice are
indistinguishable. As the Editor himself sees things, it is possible to de-
fend u policy of exclusion with regard to would-be immigrants of various
races, but it is utterly impossible to square with Christianity a policy that
admits such immigrants and then condemns them and their descendants
to perpetual social and political serfdom and humiliation. We thank Miss
Thiessen for broaching this matter.

* Cox * * * *

Miss Louise M. MzAlister has something to say that needed saying,
relative to summer schools, Normal schools and faculties of education
and summer schools—and teachers’ magazines—still too often ignore the

cripplingly difficult conditions in which rural teachers usually do their
work.
* * * * * *

Many of us have read with advantage the report of the committee of
Vancouver Secendary Teachers’ Association appointed to study the find-
ings of the Commission on School Finance. Miss Portsmouth and her
colleagues are to be congratulated upon an excellent piece of woik. Un-
fortunately, for the purposes of The B.C. Tc¢acher, the document sub-
mitted by them was tco bulky for use in this magazine. Throughout the
year it has been the policy of The B. C. Teacher to stress as exceptional
the importance of the recommendations offered by Major King and by
the Revision Committee and to urge every teacher in Rritish Columbia

to the serious study of a report that has attracted attention throughout -

the educational world. We arc therefore doubiy glad to publish the Con-
densed Outline of the King Report prepared by Mr. Logie of Kelowna.
, * X * * * *
A prize of $25, given by Mr. J. K. F. English, Principal of Kamioops
High Schools, under the name of “The John Marr Memorial Prize” is
awarded to the student, enrolled in the Education class in the University

~of British Columbia or pursuing graduate work for the M.A. degree with

Education as a minor, who presents the best essay on some phase of
Secondary Education in this province. Last year the winner was Miss
Violet Thompson, whose article in this issue of The B. C. Teacher is a
precis of a section of her prize essay.
R * % * * *
With its current number The Educational Review, organ of the New
Brunswick Teachers’ Association and the Prince Edward Island Teach-

A P S L e T
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ers’ Federation, completes the first fifty years of its history—uotoriously
the hardest years in the life of any young thing. The B.C. Teacher offers
congratulations and good wishes.

* * * * * *

Mr. Gibbard, who, has special responsibility for the department called
“\What We Are Reading” reports that he is receiving admirable co-
operation on the part of numerous Secondary School teachers but he asks
the Lditor to drop a hint to his Elementary School colleagues that reviews
from their pens would be equally acceptable.

f

* * * * * *

It is with much regret that we realize this issue to be the last in the
preparation of which we shall have the collaboration of Miss Llsie Roy
as a member of the Lditorial Board. However, we hope still to publish
from time to time contributions from her pen similar in type to her essay
on Happy Schoolrooms.

* * * * * *

Elsewhere in this issue there is a news story referring to Mr. P. J. J.
Martiu's proposai for the establishment of National Scholarships by the
Federal Government. That education is a national concern rather than
merely a domestic, local or provincial responsibility is nowadays generally
acknowledged. To date, however, the British North America Act has
pretty effectively prectuded the Dominion authorities from co-operation
in education. The scheme suggested by Mr. Martin points the way to
Tederal services that are constitutionally intra wires and big with possi-
bilities for usefulness.

* * * * * *

The B. C. Teacher wishes all its readers a pleasant and recreative sum-
mer,—and hopes that during the yacation they will find time to write those
articles that it has been on their mind and conscience to submit for pub-
lication in this journal!

. ) GROWING PAINS
With this issue Volume XV of The B.C. Teacher is completed.

Your Editoria! Board felt from the first that success in the task which
it inherited last October would depend in considerable part on a substan-
tial enlargement of the magazine. '

In 1931-32 The B.C. Teacher averaged (in addition to cover)- 34.6
pages monthly; in 1932-33 only nine issues were published, with an aver-
age size of’ 38 pages, or of 344 pages if we divide the total by ten; in
1933-34 the average rose to almost 39 pages; in 1934-35 this was-con-
siderably reduced; most humbers consisting of 32 pages.

The September issue, 1935, contaiﬁéd 36 pages, and the present Edi-

‘torial Board deterinined to make that the irreducible minimum and

steadily to ificrease the size of the magazine insofar as circumstances
might watrali, - Accordingly, the November number was expanded to 44
pages ; the Dzcember, January and February numbers each contained 52
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pages; the March and April magazines consisted cach of 64 pages. In
May we felt compelled to cut to 48 pages and this issuc is the size you sce.

The magazine is still too small. From every issuc we are compelled
to omit contributions and quotations of which we would gladly make use.
However, the average size of the numbers has been increased by ffty per-
centum in Volume XV,

‘This could not have been done if the Editorial Board had been re-
stricted within the limits set by the budget adopted nearly a year ago. The
Board has maintained intimate relations with the Finance Committee, the
Consultative Committee and the Executive Committee and but for the

support and approval of these bodies enlargement of The B. (. Teacher
would have been impossible.

_The total receipts of The B. C. Teacher from subscriptions and adver-

tising, since this date iast year, have been $3947.55, to which should
be added Bills Receivable totalling about $490. Expenditures chargeable
directly to The B. C. Teacher amount already to $2393.28; and when
the publication of this number is paid for and all other indebtedness is
liquidated there will be a deficit of about $250.00 to be met out of the
general funds of the Federation.

II The B. C. Teacher is to be increased or even maintained in size, it
will probably be necessary to consider, as a matter of bookkeeping, the
wisdom of recording $1.25 instead of only $1.00 of your Federation fee
as subscription to the organ of the Federation.

Would you approve?

ANOTHER FRIEND PASSES

N the sudden passing of Mr. B. C. Nicholas, editor of the Victoria

Daily Times, the teaching profession of British Columbia has lost one
of its finest friends.

As a speaker on our convention programmes at various times, Mr.
Nicholas was always given a warm welcome. The practical, commen-
sense manner in which he supported progressive educational ideas and

ideals made him un effective champion of things for which British -

Columbia Teachers’ Federation stands. In our meetings he was a friend
among friends.

The news columns of The Times have always been hospitable to news
of educational importance and the editorial page has reflected the editor’s

“sympathetic attitude toward the establishment and maintenance of ade-
_quate ‘educational facilities for the children and youth of the province.

The sterling worth of Mr, Nicholas as a citizen and his pre-eminence
in:many and varied interests and activities, both local and national, have
already been widely recognized. To such tributes The B.C.Teacher
desires to add an expression of the affectionate regard with which the

_:teachers of British Columbia will cherish his memory.

R S e
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OUR MAGAZINE TABLE

THE Canadian Historical Review ($2.00 per amum; 50c per copy),
published quarterly by the University 6f Toronto, announces that in
the June issue there will be a review of the publications of the past year
bearing upon Canadian foreign relations. T his article will t< from the
pen of Professor Soward of the University of British Columbia.

* * * * * *

In a recent issue of School and Socicty (Science Press, Lancaster,
Pa.; weekly; $5.00) Dr. William Clark Trow presented a valuable paper
on “Adjustment and Vaiues”, in which he indulges in forcible irony at
the expense of those who resist departure from “old and tried methods”
of character education. The essay is one that deserves the attention of
members of the British Columbia Committee on Character Education.

* * * * * *

In the April issue of The English Journal (Sypt. to June; University
of Chicago Press; $3.35) there is the customary wealth of material of
professional value to teachers of what we shall probably agree to be the
most important subject of the curriculum. Have all British Columbia
teachers who are in any way concerned regarding the revision of our
own course of studies examined the curriculum report presented by Mr.
Hatfield at the Indianapolis convention this past winter? This “Exper-
jence Curriculum in English” is discussed with great approval by several
writers in The English Journal.

* * +: x * , *

We have before called the attention of our readers to School Activities
(1013 West 6th Street, Topeka, Kanasas; $2.00). In the last month’s
very typical issue the reader found a report on the Student Council Fed-
eration of the Central States; helpful notes on high school debating; an
article entitled “Making Music Live in the Elementary School” ; assembly
programmes; control of student finances; and many other contributions
of -value. - ' :

* * * * * *

If you are a trustee or are otherwise engaged in educational adminis-
stration, you are probably familiar with The Canadian School Journal
(Port Perry, Ont.; $1.00). The May number reports a mildly startling

“address by the president of the Separate School Section of Ontario School
Trustees' Association. In view of unemployment among educated people
he suggests that it would be “salutary to retard somewhat the machinery
of ‘education, with .a view to lessening the annual output upon an eco-
nomic set-up quite apparently incapable of absorbing the number of
graduates now being produced.” Yes, dear reader, this was published in
the Year of Grace 1936. Other articles in the same issue provide evidence

of the fact.
' * : * * * * *

If you are interested in visual education you will probably find it
worth yeur while to get on the mailing list of The Classroom Film, pub-
lished by the Teaching Films Section of the Eastman Kodak Company,
Rochester, N. Y. )

T
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The Educational Rescarch Bulletin (Ohio State University) always
supplies data worth thinking about. Findngs of various investigations
in the moving picture field are reviewed in the April issue. In the United
States it is estimated that there are in attendance, wekly, at the movie
theatres, about 11,000,000 children under fourteen years of age. Children
of from eight to nine were found to remember 60 per cent as much as
superior adults, and children of fifteen and sixteen, 91 per cent. Even
o second and third grade children, six weeks after seeing a given picture,
remembered 90 per cent as much as they did on the day following the
exhibition. The movies are proven to be very effective indeed in the
dissemination as well as of information. The movies are shown to be a
prolific source of ideas, attitudes and ideals, both good and bad. The
investigators found picture shows to be a factor of importance in the
case of 10 per cent of the male and 25 per cent of the female offenders
whose delinquency was studied. Are we adults yet doing our full duty
by the children of British Columbia, in the matter of moving pictures?
Arc we taking full advantage of those things that make the cinema so
% effective an educational instrument and guarding the impressionable part
f of our population against the wiles of propagandists and the examples
set by the popular morons of the stage?—The answer is easy and
; humiliating.

& * * * * * *
Do you see any significance in the fact that one finds the April School
and Society dealing at length with “The Plight of American Youth”;
the April Literary Digest offering a review of Maxine Davis’s “Lost
Generation”, a story of the young folk on your street who are “straying
aimlessly toward middle life”; the April Swrvey-Graphic allowing the
chairman of the Tennessee Valley Authority to talk of “The American
Bent for Planning” and to urge the abandonment of wasteful individual-
istic methods in favor of a social and economic order capable of giving
the people security and plenty; and the April Forum featuring an article
entitled “Saving the American Child”? These four articles are discussed
in the May number of Piitsburgh School Bulletin,
* * * *

* *

The articles in the May issue of The Geographical Magazine (4042
Chandos Street, London, W. C.2; one shilling per copy) that most in-
terested the Editor of The B. C. Teacher were those entitled “Tribesmen
of the White Nile” and “The Ditmarschen”. The former deals reveal-
ingly (in every sense) with the appearance, lives and habits of several
tribes easily accessible from the Nile but-still primitive. In language,
character and customs they would seem to be today what they probably
were thousands of years ago. The second of the articles named tells of
- land reclamation -projects of much possible political significance, that are
being cairied into efféct in Germany, just north of the mouth of the Elbe

River. Last August Adolf Hitler formally dedicated to the service of
the German people the first piece of land reclaimed. .
* * * * ok *

_-From School Life, April, 1936, we learn that teachers’ associations in
_seventeen countries are discussed in the 1935 Year Book of the Inter-
“national Institute of Teachers’ College, Columbia University. This study

1 presents the first survey of its kind. It includes articles on the history,
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organization, activities and welfare of teachers’ associations of the Ar-
gentine Republic, Brazil, Australia, Canada, Czechoslovakia and a dozen
other countries.

* * * * * *

Pictorial Education for May had a picture map of England that
strikingly illustrates the interdependence of the various parts of the
modern world. The “Queen Mary” is a-borning at Glasgow; but every
important town in Great Britain is shown as making its special contri-
bution to the fabrication and outfitting of the great ship, while raw ma-
terials are brought from the four corners of the earth.

* * * * * *

In The New Frontier, a Canadian magazine of literature and social
criticism (989 Bay St., Toronto; six months, $1.00; 25¢ a copy), the
feature article for May is “Corbin: A Company Town Fights for its
Life”. British Columbia teachers will do well to inform themselves re-
garding this bit of current local history. The last word has not been said
about it yet. The New Frontier is a very cleverly edited journal and the
intelligent cannot ignore it excépt to their disadvantage.

* * * * * *

As usual, Health and Physical Education is replete with interesting
and valuzble articles. In the “How we do it” section for May, a Massa-
chusetts teacher describes what she calls “schoolroom badminton” or
“depression badminton”, played without a net and with homemade paddle
and “birdie”. It looks like good fun and is worth investigating.

* * * * * *

Mr. H. Arnold Bennett, in The School Review for May, writes a
dispassionate review of the spread of “loyalty laws” with their silly oaths
“for the restriction of teachers. Mr. Bennett’s conclusions and advice are
summarized as follows: “Inept though the loyalty laws may be, undoubt-
edly they are here to stay. Whether or not they prove antagonistic to the
interests of education depends on (1) their provisions and (2) the inter-
pretation and application of those provisions by school adminstrators,
school -boards and courts. Educators should first. seek to delimit such
legislation, to the end that it will bind teachers only ‘to support’ the federal
and state constitutions”, which themselves provide for their own revision

“ from time to time. We hope that Mr. Bennett’s confidence in the ulti-

“mately innoxious results of such legislation is well founded, but it all
“seems pretty queer up here in British Columbia. In Canada the state
still assumes that teachers are pretty decent people, trying to help young-
sters to find their way in a changing world, and realizes that loyalty laws
.are. not needed by good citizens and sure to be evaded by bad citizens,
whether teachers or not. A '

: * vl * * . * * *

"“,The B.C. Teacher keeps on display at the Teachers’ Community
Room, - corner- of Hamilton and  Dunsmuir Streets, Vancouver, sample

- copies of all magazines named from time to time in these columns.

7+ In’friendship we find ﬁothing,false or insincere; everything is straight--
- forward, and springs from the heart.—Cicero, Laelius.

i
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FEDERATION NEWS

By SamurL NorTHROP

THE Executive Committee of

British . Columbia  Teachers’
Federation was in session on Satur-
day, May 16, from 9:30 a.m. till
6:20 p.m. with a recess for lunch.
Membership on this committee is
not a sinecure, especially for mem-
bers who come long distances and
must be back on their jobs before
the next school day!

Many hours were spent upon the
resolutions referred to the Execu-
tive from the general meeting of
April 16.

In view of the fact that certain
amendments to the Schools Act
had been passed at the last session

of the Legislature, it was not -

thought wise or necessary to take
any further immediate action rela-
tive to the resolutions bearing upon
the consolidation of school districts.

The resolution from Richmond
Teachers’ Association relative to
the restoration of salary cuts was
amended to read: “That the Feder-
ation take definite steps to bring
about a restoration of adequate
salaries’in all parts of the province,
and that, to this end, a committee
of the Executive and the Provincial
Salary - Committee interview - the

© Department of Education at the

earliest possible opportunity. to dis-
cuss the bearing which modification
of educational “grants would have
upon this question”. .

‘The -resolution “That. this con-.
* vention is strongly in favor of the

‘full control of the administration of
< .education in unorganized territories
by the :Department of - Education”

was endorsed. : S
Richmond Teachers’ Association’s
resolution-regarding the payment of

“ salaries had been withdrawn and in
_dealing with the related resolutions

regarding minimam salaries (C. N.
V. 1. Teachers’ Convention) and
arbitration between trustecs and
teachers’ associatinns, it was decided
to take no action as these matters
had been dealt with in amendments
to the Schools Act.

In pursuance of the suggestion
from West Kootenay District Coun-
cil a committee was appointed to
consider mimeographed material,
to find out what is being done in
different places and to report at the
next Executive meeting regarding
available tests and other work along
this line.

When considering the resolution
submitted by Central and Northern
Vancouver Island Teachers’ Con-
vention relative to attendance at
local conventions, the Executive
Committee was advised that the
Department of Education has given
assurance that action will be taken
by regulation to deal with this
matter.

The request of the Shop Teach-
ers that the training of Industrial
Arts and Technical Teachers be
established under a Provincial In-
stitution such as the Normal School,
was placed in the hands of a com-

‘mittee of Shop Teachers and Exec-

utive: Officers of the Federation,
who are to confer with the officials
of the Department of Education
and to report back.

The matter of pupils’ monthly
report - cards had been brought
before the Federation by Prince
Rupert Teachers’ Associaticn. The
Executive Committee appointed  a
special committee to further study
this matter with a view to making
recommendations . to- the . Depart-
ment of Education.

The " resolution - emanating. from




7+ 'detail.

Page Ten

THE B.C.TEACHER

the High School Principals’ Asso-
ciation of the Lower Mainland with
regard to amendments to the Teach-
ers’ Pension Act, was carefully
considered. Action was deferred,
however, pending the completion of
the actuarial valuation of the Pen-
sion Fund.

A committee consisting of the
President and all avzilable Past
Presidents was appointed to report
upon the motion of Vancouver
Secondary Teachers’ Association
regarding leave of absence for the
President.
 Resolutions 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 28,
30 and 31 were passed as presented.
These dealt with the collection of
fees, remuneration for making ex-
amination papers, the establishment
of a Department of Health and
Physical Education at the Univer-
sity, amendment of the Normal
School course in this same connec-
tion, professional libraries, training
of Geography teachers, the removal
of Cornish’s School Geography
from the list of -prescribed texts
and provision for ensuring a supply
of geography reference texts, lab-
oratory facilities, science texts and
revision of credits in science. As
all” these resolutions have already
been printed and circulated among
members of the Federation it is not
necessary to reproduce them here in

Resolution 23, relative to High
School entrance examinations, was
referred to the Elementary Teach-
ers’ Department for investigation.

The recommendation as to size of
classes in Science was amended to
read: “Be it resolved that classes
engaged in individual experiment
in Science be limited to a size com-
patible with safety and efficiency”.

Resolution 29, dealing with marks
in Science papers, was referred to
te Secondary Teachers’ Associa:
tion for report. )

Various other items of business
received the attention of the Exec-
utive. Mr. G. W. Clark was re-
elected as representative of the
teachers on the Board of Reference,
Mr. Steeves, Mr. Morgan and Mr.
Charlesworth were chosen as dele-
gates tc the 1936 Canadian Teach-
ers’ Federation Conference. The
following alternates were also
named : Messrs. F. B. Levirs, J. M.
Thomas, J. C. Loomer, N. F. Black,
and E. T. Oliver. Proposed changes
in the draft of the Professional Bill
were approved and Mr. Charles-
worth and the Draft Bill Commit-
tee were commended for their
work, as Mr. Whitley had already
been. The date of the special gen-
eral meeting for consideration of
the proposed Draft Bill was fixed
for Saturday, September 19, 1936.

- “What a day!

A NOTE OF WARNING

HE number of teachers who are availing themselves of the exceptional
beriefits of our Group Sickness and Accident Insurance is steadily increas-

- _ing, your committee reports.

~But théy have two warnings to give you: First, that you do not leave until

tao late availing yourself of this protection.

What would a physician’s bill of

* three hundred dollars and other allied expenses do to the fund you have planned

‘to live: on until next October?

_The second -warning. is'.to bewarc ‘of -unscrupulous- agents who say they

""" 'represent ‘the Federation group but ‘do not.
-._actually - occurred and the unsuspecting- teacher is the loser.
‘" company is the Union of Canton and Crossley Insurance Company are agents.
~ - The -committee wishes all Federation members a pleasant holiday; free from -

rsickness, and -accident—but beware!

‘We are sorry to report this has
The insurance
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RAMBLINGS OF PAIDAGOGOS

A RETROSPECT—1900-1936

T is now exactly ten years since Paidagogos began to ramble—at least

in the way of regular contributions to 7he B. C, Teacher—and he may
be forgiven for looking back over, and even beyond, what has been to
him so interesting a period. But as retrospect is associated with age and
garrulity, the reader, being perhaps young and a little impatient of senile
meanderings, need feel no compunction about turning to another page.
For if Ramblings are as hard to read as they are to write—which would
be hard indeed!—then Paidagogos can only take leave of him with
expressions of syinpathy and goodwill.

But to !0k meditatively back, there seems to me to have been three
distinct pe iods in education since the turn of the century. I refer, of
course, cniefly to British Columbia ; though the same periods can be traced
quite clearly, with a slight modification of dates, in other parts of the
world. Let us, by way of definiteness, commence with a summary :

1900-1915: Pre-revolution; mutterings of discontent.
1916-1929: Revolution; iconoclasm and exuberance of theory.
1930-1936: Post-revolution ; sifting and consolidation.

The pre-revolutionary period was more closely related to the nine-
teenth century than to the twentieth; it marked the final stages of an
educational system that had become complete and incontrovertible. This
system, in true nineteenth century fashion, had solved all its problems
and crystallized all its solutions—nothing remained for the teacher but
unquestioning conformity, together with strict attention to his carefully
allotted and narrowly circumscribed task.

Mutterings there were in abundance; but with the exception of a few
hardy spirits, the teaching profession—as yet neither organized nor very
articulate—took pains to avoid even the appearance of disaffection. Teachers
bent their necks meekly to the yoke and wisely kept their criticisms to
themselves. Yet the yeast was at work: from one end of the province to
~the other teachers were reading strange American books, talking dan-
gerous” heresies behind closed doors; and fomenting - eventual treasons.
Beneath an apparently still surface there was a movement in the making
that was to precipitate the greatest storm that ever lashed these educa.

tional waters. = Teachers were sick to death of blind routine, of unreason-

ing obedience, of microscopic direction. Deep down in their hearts they
sensed the return of freedom and of broad vistas; they were somehow
aware that the Pestalozzian vision was more than a pious hope, that
‘education: has a philosophy as well as a structure.

About 1916 the storm broke, slowly at first but with increasing
violence. -There came a fifteen-year period of unexampled enthusiasm,
of tumult and upheaval. A ruthless iconoclasm was wedded to an extra-
~¢rdinary intellectual fertility. Nothing in the whole range of educational
practice, no matter how venerable nor how transparently wise, was safe,
from fanatical assault; and no pedagngical speculation, however tenuous
-or_divorced from practical experience, was beyond the pale of brilliant
~and’ even authoritativt;{}"support. Much good resulted—and much evil.

;
H
;
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The old system, with its smug finalities and eternities, was burst asunder
like an old glove. The sociological nature and purpose of education were
clearly revealed. But the system of the future was still sensed rather
than seen—it was taking form in a thousand ingenious minds, and was as
bewildering as it was protean.

Characteristic of the period was the emergence of scores of brilliant
young careerists who set out to make education an exact science. It was
the great era of tests and measurements, of business efficiency and com-
mercial opportunity in the academic field. Experts labored incessantly;
everyone with the least claim to do so wrote half a dozen books—and
pocketed substantial returns. Strange new courses appeared in university
calendars. Men, with negligible classroom experience, perfected their
judgment through the medium of theoretical study, and straightway
became leaders.

Not, of course, that much of this sort of thing happened in DBritish
Columbia. But we were soon in the thick of the controversy for all that.
Gaining liberty and enlightenment, we were hardly able to stop short of
license and credulity ; inheriting the earth, we proceeded to the annexation
of the moon. No theory was too fine-spun for our eager acceptance; no
pedagogical dictum, so long as it bore the imprimatur of a great name, was
too much for our digestion,

Yet there was a splendor about those days! Vast claims and tremen-
dous denunciations shook the educational world; modernist and funda-
mentalist swayed back and forth in Homeric combat; the words ‘“vision-
ary” and “reactionary” took on new and portentous connotations. Every
man®over forty was suspect!—indeed, the older he was the mcre
vehemently must he declare his allegiance to the symbols of progress, tie
more convincingly must he bear witness to the truth of his conversion.
All the intelligence was arrayed on the one side, and all the bigotry on the
other. To be a moderate was to be a poor ineffectual creature, devoid of
brains and sluggish in emotion.

Some seven years ago the storm began to subside. And this for two
“reasons. In the first place, men cannot remain at fever-heat indefinitely ;
and in the second place, the broad outlines of educational philosophy were
taking definite shape. Standards were at last emerging by which pro-
gress might be differentiated from newness, and wisdom from enthusiasm.
With the relaxing of tensions we looked about us for the first time with
unclouded eyes; we realized that many parts of the old fabric were still
standing, that an abundance of material was at hand for the fashioning
. of ‘a nobler educational edifice.

The present decade, therefore, is an era of sifting and consolidation.
We have ceased to take everything on trust. Having licked our wounds
.we are-in prccess of estimating our gains. The heat of battle has died
_down and we are restored to the useful commonplaces of sanity. We are
evaluating our modern instruments—as, for example, intelligence tests—
on a thoughtful and practical, rather than on a wishful and fanatical
basis. -The terms visionary and reactionary are no longer bandied about.
“There may even be a danger that:we are all become moderates together!

o " (Continued on foot of page 13)
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SUBJECTS -- BUT NOT CITIZENS

By Kamie TaresseN, Columbia College

HLE Indians who, not more than two centuries ago, peacefully paddled
their canoes on the blue waters of British Columbia’s bays or who,
light of foot and strong, roamed over c¢liff and rock in pursuit of the
flecting deer, deemed this region, bounded by the great Pacific and un-

_ passable mountains, their undisputed kingdom. The self-sufficient savage

in British Columbia’s forests knew nothing of an overcrowded Asia
where millions battled for existence in denscly populated regions; no
vision of far off Europe fighting for the rights of man, struggling for
national and poiitical unity, and searching for new worlds, disturbed
his peace.

But already adventurous Europeans in search of new fields of activity
were binding together the once remote continents and human carriers of
civilization transmitted the heritege of the Old to the New World. And
East met West.

The day dawned when the Indian Hunting Ground became the out-
post of British civilization on the Pacific Ocean. How long could it
remain a bulwark against the onslaught of influences which were born
on the borders of this Third Mediterranean in history? Thus the geo-
graphical position of British Columbia las created its problems. Here is
a province with international contacts, as vital as any of those which tie
it to the Canadian East, and contacts which to a large extent are Asiatic.
To preserve good relations with the Orient, which from the point of
view of trade developments seems rather essential, and at the same time
to consider the welfare of a British Province in the face of Oriental
immigration has become a delicate and vital problem of national and
international significance.

The history of Oriental immigration into the province need not be
recounted here, It is enough to recall that it began as early as 1858 and
that side by side with the entry of Orientals into the life of the new
colony. arose the cry against the cheap laborer. As time went on and the
contacts of Occidental and Oriental became more common, steps were
taken by the Provincial Government to safeguard the interests of the
white population. - Legislation - against - Asiatics has taken many forms,
chief among which is the law concerning the franchise. Custom born

_out of -this legal discrimination debars British subjects of Oriental stock
from innumerable phases of actvity, both economic and social.

RAMBLINGS OF PAIDADOGOS~—(Continued from page 12)

Paidagogos would close with the observatien—for which, due to the
brevity of human life, he will scarcely be called to answer—that. these
three periods are typical of social evolution; and that at some later date

in the twentieth century, they will torment and fructify the academic -

mind . again.
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Chief among the reasons underlying this un-British policy is, perhaps,
the fear of economic competition and the eternal cry concerning the
aliens’ low standard of living. This latter could of course be remedied
by minimum wage legislation, since even an Oriental might appreciate a
higher wage if it were offered to him. More serious, however, is the
contention that the Oriental cannot be assimilated. These fears are, how-
ever, hardly met by indefinitely postponing the issue. Legislation against
the Oriental cannot solve the problem; cannot even go on indefinitely.
In the meantime thousands of citizens have been embittered by a treat-
ment which is humiliating at best. It has very serious consequences
when applied to the second generation, Even if we are not interested in
similar cases in the history of racial minorities, cases where decidedly
undesirable qualities have resulted from unfair discrimination, we might
study the effects which these legal restrictions have upon the generations
of boys and girls in our schools, whose permanent home will almost in-
variably be the land of their birth.

Granted that the first generation of any immigrant group is resigned
to hardship and misunderstanding and unfair treatment, it is this group
that is bound to represent the contact with the land of their origin, and
which makes complete adoption of Canadian culture difficult. The second
generation is born and raised in Canada. Qur laws give them nationality
but their race deprives them from becoming citizens. We do not give
them equality but we give them Canadian culture. The children are
forced to attend our schools and are generally good pupils. Their contact
with our culture creates a three-fuld problem, that of the first generation,
that of the second generation itself, and that of Canada.

The first of these constitutes one of the greatest tragedies which any
immigrant group in a foreign land has to experience. To the clash and
misunderstanding between youth and old age is added the clash of two
civilizations. Often the disrupted home, robbed of a common language
medium, is faced with conflicting issues in every branch of everyday
existence. To the cultural clash is added the vital difference which vary-
ing ‘conceptions of religious ideas entail. The attempt of the old genera-
tion' to retain even the old language, by instruction which prolongs the
regular school day, often meets with resentment on the part of Canadians.
The teachers charged with the task of “Canadianizing” them consider
each such attempt a retarding step in the difficult climb. The child born
into an Oriental home, sensing the clash inside, is extremely sensitive to
“an equally strong clash when he faces Canadian ideals. He may be quite
capable of -adopting” most of Canada’s culture but this development is
_obviously not a natural sequence from his home life. Teachers would be
wise:to recognize the immense gulf that of necessity must exist between
-the immigrant home and the Canadian school. Adjustment, difficult in
~ many achild’s case, is very much more difficult in the case of the child
‘that comes from an entirely different environment. :

% His school fellows themselves are usually willing to accept into school
society the little stranger; although it must happen often enough that con-
" versations at home prompt the members of a team to exclude one of the
group -that is being discriminated against in adult life. - Sometimes




f,

g

ot gt AT T T

i

JUNE, 1936 Page Fifteen

Oriental children in self-defense lapse into using their native tongue on
the school grounds, This occasions a lecture from the teacher who care-
lessly drifts into general statements concerning the importance of Cana-
dian customs. Much wiser might be a policy of co-ordinating the prin-
ciples of a child’s duties to country and home. To refuse to consider the
merit of the home, though it be Oriental, is to begin to build a house
without a foundation. A child that finds all its native cultural assets
repudiated, or at least ignored, will be capable of grasping only the most
superficial part of a new culture, because the essenttal connection has not
been made. How much of good feeling, of a sense of pride in making a
unique contribution to the class geography lesson, of appreciation of other
people’s outlooks could be attained by the mere recognition that the little
strangers have much to give as well as to take!

A better knowledge of Oriental culture and a wider application of the
knowledge concerning other fcreign groups would of course seem a
necessary prerequisite for any teacher engaged in fashioning new Can-
adians. The remarkable inability of the Anglo-Saxon to think in terms
of another language, or even to consider the importance of the existence
of another language, is of course a tremendous handicap in the attempt
to bridge the gap between the alien and Canadian groups. This insistence
upon the superiority or at least the priority of the English language is
perhaps responsible for the criticism which some more sophisticated
opinion levels at the Second Generation. That is, that altogether too much
is said about the Canadian influence on the Oriental and too little pride
is shown on the part of the Oriental in his own particular heritage. But
how long can a child be expected to respect language, customs, and ideals
which are never held up him as having any value at all, but which are
either completely ignored or even ridiculed?

Enlightened opinion, especially perhaps among the second generation
of Canadians of European stock, is everywhere changing in the direction
of fairer treatment for Canadians of Oriental parentage, who would be
aliens indeed in any land but Canada. The task of creating goodwill,

confidence and mutual respect rests heavily upon the teachers of this

province.” The rising generation of British Columbians, when its time
comes, will no doubt grant political equality and economic opportunity
to thousands of law-abiding, Canadian-born citizens now disinherited.

_* This alone will avoid the danger of creating in our very midst a per-
-~ manent discontented and under-privileged minority. Such a policy will

rest simply upon a candid recognition of facts and a desire to forestall

grievances dangerous to the Canadian nation,

Meanwhile, to those of us who are dealing with racially-handicapped
children every hour of the schoolday, the injustice and pathos of their
fate ought to provide sufficient motive for active and sympathetic interest.

ATTENTION, TEACHERS. APPLYING FOR POSITIONS!

Copies of Inspectors’ Reports typed at the nominal rate of 10c pisr
. single copy, 5¢ for carbon copies, including paper. Send your reports

to N. FITZGERALD, 727 Standard Bank Building, Vancouver, B.C.
Ltee oo e (Telephone: Sey. 5964) o
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SELF-HELP IN THE RURAL SCHOOLS
By L. A. WrincH, Fort Moody

VERY sincere clergyman of my acquaintance was once questioned

about the power of faith. The sceptic mentioned that passage which
refers to the moving of. mountains, and expressed some doubt as to the
achievement. “Well, my friend”, said R , “if it were necessary to
move a mountain 1 would first pray and then go there with a shovel”.
British Columbia teachers have long been praying for some sort of assist-
ance from the Department in the form of standard memeographed material
but till now have confined themselves to that form of prayer contained in
resolutions to the Department of Education. At the Easter Convention,
however, a devout group took their shovels in hand and commenced a
figurative excavation which may some day result in the removal of that
handicap which has so long withstood the assaults of solicitation unsup-
ported by action.

In other words, dear teachers, a start has been made on standard work
books in various subjects. A few volunteers have undertaken to collect
tests, exercises and all useful forms of busy work with which they are
familiar. The model set was a mimeographed booklet of about 50 pages,
similar in general form to the commercial booklets now on the market for
English and Geography. These latter are excellent in the subjects for

““which they are available, but for many subjects no aids of this type can
be purchased. The teachers in the rural schools will, I am sure, be ready
and more than willing to help in this matter. To avoid duplication of
effort it was suggested that teachers write to the Editor expressing two or
three preferences as to the subject and grade in which they are ready to
prepare such a booklet. If more offers than there are to be booklets,
co-operation can be arranged.

At present no arrangements have been made for the financing of this
“project, but with curriculum revision nearly completed for the element-
ary section, it is obvious that the completion of the booklets must come
during the school year of 1936-7 and copies will hardly be available before
September, 1937." Before that time material .must be gathered and or-
ganized. If the manuscript is ready for printing there can be no excuse
for delay and if the Department of Education cannot find the funds, the
" printing can be done under some branch of the British Columbia “Teach-
~ers’ Federation on a non-profit basis. =

So get out 'yodr shovels and, (if a very badly mixed metaphor may

. be pardoned), after due prayer and meditation on your choice of sub-

~©jects, write to the editor expressing your intention to “dig_in” with those
“ who are already engaged on the removing of our outstanding educational
“mountains, g : :

. The attainment of a sound mind in a. sound body is the .end of
+-education—Locke. . Coel ‘ o \ :
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PRACTICAL CITIZENSHIP
AS TAUGHT IN TECUMSEH SCHOOL

By Rurn Witsick, B. C. Organizer, Junior Red Cross
2731 W. 36th Avenue, Vancouver

A_“MODEL” Junior Red Cross meeting was presented on the
Normal School stage by a Grade V class of children, 10 and 11
years old, of Tecumseh School, on May 5th, 1936. Normal School
students occupied the body of the auditorium but the entire meeting
had been planned and was carried out by the children themselves.

Under the direction of their capable young 10-year-old President,
Ian Blake, who occupied the chair, parliamentary procedure was
followed to the last detail. The teacher of the class, Miss Brewer,
was in the audience throughout the meeting.

After the singing of “O Canada”, the Secretary, Ronnie McMillan,
read the minutes of the previous meeting and the correspondence.
The little Treasurer, Flora Lindsay, then gave her rport as follows:

“Mr. Chairman and Class:

Receipts:
Cash on hand at last meeting....ocevneererceecs $4.70
Collection 24
Sale of bottles...... ' 1.55
Total .. . $6.49
Expenses: :
May Pole ribbons A48
Plant (for teacher when sick).oicernees 75
Card . .05
Beokiets of Vancouver y .20
: Book of health plays 25
X Book of health verses .10
Money for rescue workers (Moose River
" .-mine) 2.50
-.Scrap book : 15
- Post cards .........- .35
Postage . 10
Cash on hand . e et 1.56
Total : $6.49

~ “Also we received 50 cents from the P. T. A. for having the most

_parents at the last meeting. -We spent this money for the two pink
' geranium plants”.. " - .

. Billy Wilson presented his report as Chairman of the Health and
:Cleanliness Committee: S 4
-+ “Mr.- Chairman and Fellow Members: o

/] hear there are still some people going to the lunch room

: {{yitho;j_'t washing their’hands, which is very unhealthful. You have

N i
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a good chance to wash your hands when you go down to the
basement.

“Some people are still breaking the health rules. I am not
going to read their names now as we are visiting, but—

1. Three people had dirty hands.

2. Four people still put pens and pencils in their mouths.

3. Several people put their head too far down on their work.

4, One person had an untidy desk.

“I want to remind the girls to keep their hair out of their eyes.
Perhaps the treasurer would advance five cents to buy bobbie pins
for girls—and boys, too—who get hair in their eyes'.

Then came thé Service report, given by Helen Horchak, which
read:
“Mr. Chairman and Class:

“We have just sent away 530 coupons. We have 158 coupons
already. We are doing well on tinfoil. We will send it away too.
We have collected about 500 bottles and sold some. From the
ones we sould we made $1.55. We have given all the medicine
bottles whick we didn’t sell to the Chinese Mission to be used for
giving free medicine to the poor Chinese. Thank you”.

(The coupons referred to are from Quaker- Oats, Royal Crown
Soap, etc., and are sent to Red Cross Headquarters where they are
exchanged for blankets, silverware, toothbrushes, etc., for the
hospitals. The tinfoil is also sent to headquarters and sold for the
Junior Red Cross Crippled Children’s fund).

~ Rhoda Bower, the Circulation Manager, reported that 12 Junior
Red Cross Magazines are ordered each month and that already five
members had brought 5 cents e’ch for the next issue.

The money box was now passed around and the members who had
“earned pennies dropped them in for the Branch funds.

_The meeting was then open for new business. The President
brought up the matter of a proposed hot dog sale for sports day to
. raise money. After considerable discussion the members passed a
. motion to sell sandwiches and drinks instead.

A motion of thanks was passed to Buster Gill for painting the

©+ class museum. - Buster is the museum manager and has classified all
. ‘specimens in the collection. He told the members that any further
" contributions would be gratefully recei}yed. : L

* The. youthful President, Ian, then handed the meeting over to

~ " little May Hamilton, vice-president and programme convener, who

. “had: arranged a pleasing programme. This included a song by Ian
‘Mcl.eod, a recitation by Billy Wilson, a bandaging demonstration by

- Geoffrey Lord and Ronnie McMillan, and an Irish dance by the girls

. of the branch.  The meeting then closed with the singing of the
Junior:Red Cross Song. -~ s ,
. At this point the

-

Prc'sidentr g_)ade a little impromptu speech:
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“I wish to thank the Normal School students for keeping so quiet !
during our meeting and I hope you enjoyed our meeting as much as
we liked putting it on for you”.

One of the Normal Students suggested that the Juniors pass their
money box through the audience for contributions. This was done
and no less than $7.90 was added to their treasury! The following
morning the club sent $5 of this amount to the Crippled Children’s

: Fund of the Junior Red Cross, which cares for several crippled chil-
{ dren in the hopsitals.

In addition to the activities outlined during the meeting, this club : 5
has kept up correspondence with a class at Greenwood, B. C., and has : ;
just completed a scrap book of Vancouver for them. The Greenwood :
children have collected various kinds of rock to send down to the :

children of Tecumseh School for their class museum. During the
present school year these Juniors have added 12 books to their class

library, and are planning to bind their classroom copies of the Junior
Red Cross Magazines.

The Junior Red Cross is the largest children’s organization in the ; 1
world and boasts of 16,000,000 members in schools in 50 countries. J}

[
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Of these, at the present time, 14,000 are in British Columbia—5500

. cf them in Vancouver schools. Is your school represented? If not,
what about organizing = Junior Red Cross Club in your own class- :
1 room next term? : f

NORMS FOR ARITHMETIC TESTS OF RURAL DEPARTMENT

ProBLEMS
Grade . Cases Possible Range Norm
111 78 12 0-12 5.70
v . 102 15 0-14 5.30
v 108 - 15 0-14 5.25
VI 70 15 0-15 4.87
VII 76 15 0-15 7.23
VIII 61 15 0-15 6.83
FunpaMENTALS

Cases - -Possible Range Norm

47 201 121-201 . 192.5

61 201 - 121-201 197.5 Y

89 201 . - 121-201 197.4

48 S128n T 362128 105

45 7128 . 46-128 111

25 128 \ 71-128 114
' S —L.A.W..

= Noge .
- . nation are the bulwarks of personal ‘and nationil safety and thrift——% -
e I—_Io}lan’dg Gold-Foil. =~~~ . R oy

nuine observer can decide otherwise than that the homes of a




i

Page Twenty THE B.C.TEACHER

WHY GO TO SUMMER SCHOOL?
By Louise M. MCALISTER, Yahk, B.C.

‘NZHY go to Summer School? Presumably one attends to obtain
new outlooks, new ideas, and new methods. But how long a
period has elapsed since the eloguent advocates of socialization, pro-
ject methods, student discipline, etc., have actually taught in an
ungraded school containing anywhere from threc to nine grades, and
eight to thirty pupilz? Just how did they manage to preserve their
peace of mind while their pupils learned by doing?

Prominent educators apparently agree that active learning of
useful skills and habits is infinitely preferable to an indiscriminate
memorization of facts.

After leaving Normal most of us obtain rural schools. We have
been trained in city schools where there is ample opportunity to learn
by doing. Now we find ourselves lacking libraries, gymnasiums,
school basements, money, and various other things; not the least of
which is ample blackboard space. It is up to us to adapt our methods
and our attitude to these new circumstances. If we succeed it is
generally because we have tiot only learned a great deal but we have
also forgotten a great deal. a

During the summer we are expected to attend a Summer School
where we will advance in city technique. But what we really want
to know is how to stimulate an interest in books when there is oaly
an extremely limited library and the pupils frankly admit that they
prefer True Stories or the Adventures of Dick Tracey to Anne of Green
Gables or The Adventures of Peter Rabbit. We want to know of in-
expensive seatwork that is instructive but yet is quickly prepared and
marked, and does not encroach overly much on our valuable board

% space. These.are just a few of the things we hope to learn, but

usually don’y, at Summer School.

= " Why couldn’t an Inspector or competent teacher teach a sample
~+rural school and attempt to cover a. programme of study under the

conditions usual in many of British Columbia’s rural areas? He or

" she could teach the usual subjects for, the usual school day, week in
-~ and-week-out.Let_the pupils-range intellectually from clever to
- sub-normal. - The - ¢lass might contain from three to eight or nine
. i grades-depending on whether there were eight or thirty pupils.

‘Nature, physical education, drawing, dramatization, handicrafts
~are all very much in the limelight today, as we gradually realize the
‘nécessity of ‘educating people to put their leisure time to proper uses.

" Perhaps-this demonstration class could give us a few suggestions as

“terhow it may be done.” In the majority of the rural schools there are
~“no’basements or:gymnasiuins, where ‘work of this kind may continue
“»-,through “the <cold: winter “months. ~ The children -arrive at school
dressed.in-heavy clothes ‘and;Heavier;boots; which) are quite unsuit-
able for rélﬁay*games‘,"jtimping'; etc.; or even for the milder exercises
B T T e '
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which may be done in the classroom. The same thing is true of
dramatization. While the junior pupils dramatize Aladdin, everyone
else sits up and thoroughly enjoys the performance. The time is
well spent, but when the performance is over what about the facts
for our project map, which haven't been found? What about the
grammar exercise which was to serve as a review of the last lesson
before taking up some new point in this lesson?

These are just a few of the many problems which most of us try
to solve by the trial and error method. The way we solve them
depends upon our attitude to the individual pupils and the curriculum,
as well as the attitude we feel the Inspector has to our work. If the
Inspector casually asks: “Have you completed the Reader yet? Well,
I think you should be finished ; Miss Jones’ class has done so”, it isn’t
at all difficult to figure out how much less time will be gwen to
dramatization and literary appreciation in the near future.

The great majority of rural teachers would like to lead their
pupils to make the most of their individual abilities for work, play,
and pleasure, both now and in the years to come; but how can it be
done in rural schools? Perhaps a demonstration class like the one
suggested might at least offer some valuable suggections.

SOWING
Jor~ G. SoMmERrvILLE, Nanaimo, B.C.

Give me grey days with freshening rain,
The wind’s song in its mighty sweep;
Long summer days are milky tame:
And drug the veins with honied sleep.

Give me a life of storm and stress,
Fighting to hold with every breath;
Too soon alas comes idleness,
And long, so long, the sleep of death!

Give me to know when work is done
And ‘closing shadows fringe my seat,

(What matters then who lost or won?)
That T have sown. where some will reap.

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA

The Bahff School of Fine Arts

MUSIC PAINTING THEATRE
- August 3-14 - August 3.21 August 3-29
- Viggo Kihl H.G. Glyde - Alexander Koiransky
ggo Nan Lawson Cheney *~  Elizabeth Haynes
: lnfens:ve frammg under: recogmzed artists ' Joseph Smith
B ' in each field. . -~ Theodore Cohen

SYLLABUS MAY BE.OBTAINED FROM
,THE‘ DEPARTMENT OF EXTENSION,. UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA EDMONTON——
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HAPPY CLASSROOMS
By Eusie Roy, Primary Supervisor, Vancovver

HERE is a school whose special motto is “Happiness first, all else

will follow”. It is a school for children with limited mental
powers, but I feel that its motto would be a good one for us all to
adopt with, perhaps, some modifications and provisos. There will, of
course, be differences of opinion as to how this happiness should be
attained.

In primary rooms especially a spirit of joyfulness is highly desir-
able. Such an atmosphere quickens little children’s minds just as
sunshine stimulates their bodily functions. And it is a commonplace
to say that happiness cannot be achieved without work. Both
teacher and child have to strive very hard in order that the joyous
goal be reached. It may safely be stated that the more purposeful
activity there is in a classroom the happier will the pupiis be, and
furthermore, because they will at the same time be building up good
habits and attitudes, the greater will be their chances of happiness
in adult life.

The primary room, as well as all higher departments, has lost or
almost lost its reputation of being a sort of house of confinement
wherein are incarcerated for long weary hours each day many small
victims. Shakespeare’s whining and unwilling school boy is now
almost an obsolete biped. Most young children lock forward now-
adays with eager anticipation to the day when they may join the
school-going throng and by so doing enter that “arch wherethro’
_gleams the untravelled world” of life. The word “gleams” very aptly
. describes the -assured attraction of his primary school days to the

little six-year-old adventurer setting out just as surely as did Ulysses
, of old to gain great experience. And this change in the beginner’s
‘. attitude is largely due to the changed atmosphere of our primary
“ rooms..  Fame of the happy activities being carried on in them has

been promulgated from home to home by other happy beginners
~.who:have passed through.

" ./What internal change has taken place in the primary classroom
in order to have transformed it from a place where learning was
_Jexclusively a matter of rule and rote and rod, into a centre of pleas-
“ urable activity where small people learn to do by doing, and ‘where
‘the endeavour is made to give their social instincts room for growth
“under kindly guidance and encouragement?

. "Under analysis one finds that the old order vanished in direct ratio
_to the ‘introduction of -activity programmes. Not so long ago we
taught the three R’s by sing-song or repetitive methods of some sort

- or other. ~The result was a kind of unleavened bread of knowledge.
" Then about a decade ago we began timidly .to insindate into the pro-
Ccess a small amount of raising agent. We called it the project

‘f»ﬁ;g@hdd. Mgrye_llous_ljr it worked, although it required, in a way (but
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only in a way) more energy and awarcness on the part of the
teacher. The result, however, was not only an increase in the pupils’
academic knowledge but also improvement in social training and
character building.

At the present moment we have reached a still further stage of
development in our educational outlook and method. The new curri-
culum stresses the Unit of Activity, which one might describe as the
project excrescence so assimilated and integrated with the educa-
tional body corporate that it is now the very core or essence of it.

: Some real interest or need on the part of the pupils will, under the
i teacher’s well planned guidance, set going a co-operative activity
which will embrace all subjects and, of much more moment, which
will also be integrated with the problems of life itself.

Let us suppose that a primary class is so situated that it has a
view of shipping on a stretch of water. Then, under the unit of
activity plan, the ship traffic might provide the inspiration or motiva-
tion for a series of blackboard reading lessons, chart and booklet
5 making, and studies in social science, science, number, drawing or
o modelling and construction work.

Let us now imagine ourselves peeping into a classroom where a
Unit of Activity is being worked out.” If we expect to see the little
people all sitting perfectly still like little graven images, hands
clasped behind backs, mouths tightly closed, each child trying in the
manner of tradition to win an honour roll for deportment, we shall
receive a grievous shock. These small persons have no time to kill in
that way. Their minds and hands are occupied every moment and
therein lies the secret of their happiness. They move about in a
human natural way, quietly and with respect for order and discipline.
It is the teacher’s aim to have the children work in a free and friendly

- .and mannerly spirit with their fellows for she believes it is only by
i'so doing that they will learn to be courteous, to bear responsibility
. -and to. co-operate with- their fellows in adult life. :

In this particular room where we are now onlookers we at once
become conscious of a certain very definite atmosphere, which can
- ‘only-be created under the Unit of Activity or perhaps the project
~.methods. From the first moment after stepping over the threshold

¢ observers become conscious of the nature of the activity which
is“under way. This awareness on our part is not only due to the
visual manifestations of the work but to a special spirit that per-
7 ~.meates: the atmosphere. It is a spirit compounded of industry, of
" eagerness, of happiness. True, the teacher has the room attractively
-~ decorated, and to some extent her own: personality is reflected in it. o
.There are prints on the wall which are not mere spots of colour, but
- are prints worthy of ‘study. The blackboards have been used to :
- record facts-or illustrations on the topic being studied. There is a |
... diversified. display. of pupils’ work, which, together with the prints, !

“changes with each new unit of activity. The children work in teams,

S, A 8
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or singly, at some part which, when assembled together with parts

upon which others have been working, will constitute 2 plrnaed
‘vhole.
At the moment of our observation il .tudy being undertaken is

Indian life. A little group of buys is erccting, in one corner of the
room, a wigwam, by lasiening guany sack fabric about ten poles tied
together at the top. Another group, this one consisting of girls, is
sewing with basting stitch, fringing by making parallel cuts, and
decorating elaborately and colourfully with wax crayons a full-size
Indian costume for themselves to wear in turn during dramatization.
A team of boys is similarly 2~d nonetheless zestfully working on a
boy’s suit. All the children ha'e made Indian headpieces of paper
feathers and they will reproduce many other objects of use in Indian
life. On charts and on the blackbcard are printed Indian poems and
the words of an Indian action soag. Each morning the bulletin
board contains stories of Indian life or factual matter related to their
mode of living, or news of the day's proposed activities.

The number in the class is worthy of mention. It contained 30
children, a number sufficiently great for any primary teacher to
handle, not only from the standpoint of efficiency in academic instruc-
tion, but also from that of individual character building. For the
teacher must have a group small enough that she may study the
inherent qualities and potentialities of each child. In a group larger
than 30 there soon tends to be confusion and the whole purpose of
the undertaking, that is, to develop a happy industrious, successfully
functioning unit of community life, is rendered nugatory, or worse
than so. :

1 feel that a note of warning should also here be sounded as to a
danger of lowering our own present standards of attainment in the
- academic subjects if we do not keep these and the new activities in
their proper perspective. However, if a nice balance be maintained
" between acadmic and social objectives, the work and training in our
primary -rooms can -go forward with the maximum of success
and happiness.

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION . ..

B 1S WORTH A POUND OF CURE, AND SOMETIMES A LOT OF MONEY,
'WHERE FURS ARE CONCERNED. BRING YOUR FUR COAT IN BEFORE
YOU LEAVE ON HOLIDAYS, FOR STORAGE AND REPAIRS.

Repairs cost less in summer, and need not be paid for unil fall.
- LOW INSURANCE RATES '

~ G.G.Heather Fur Co.

'PHONE: DOUG. 5119 1026 GRANVILLE STREET

Full particulars'supplied oui-of-town customers on request.
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A Condensed Outline Of King Report On School "
Finance In British Columbia

By J. Locue, Kclowna

AS members of a teaching body desirous of raising itself to a recognized
professional status we should know something of the Report on
; School Finance in British Columbia, We should feel proud and perhaps
i a little flattered that a member of our own profession, Mr, . B. King,
was assigned the task of directing the survey. It was with the hope of
stimulating professional interest in the report that the following outline
was presented to the Kelowna and District Branch of The Okanagan
Valley Teachers’ Association. In re-writing it for The B.C. Teacher it
has been necessary to condense and concentrate the original paper. It is
hoped that the clarity of the surveyor’s findings do not suffer as a
| consequence.

In a review of conditions as they are at present the report points out
that we have no general set of aims which can, in the light of sound
psychological theory and practice, make any serious claim to being an
adequate philosophy of education. Some of the excuses for education,
for they can scarcely be labelled otherwise, are as follows:

(1) that education should be a mental and a moral process of
discipline;

(2) that our schools should “manufacture” a cultured product!

(3) that the educational institutions should exist solely for the self-
realization of the student;

(4) that the schools should inculcate social efficiency somewhat re- ;
sembling that of pre-war Germany; ;

(5) that the schools should produce the kind of people necessary
for the safety and perpetuity of the State

These so-called philosophies take no thou:‘,ht sor the Seven Cardinal )
Principles of Education which are recognized by leading authorities as : L
being the necessary foundation on which the structure of any educational =T
phllosophy should be erected. . :

- The survey notes that, at present, netther our  curriculum nor our
- teaching 'is -focused on “the needs of the learner. At least half of our
school popu]ahon is able to beneﬁt to a ‘much greater degree, than at

SUTIL LODGE - Montague Harbour

THE lDEAL RESORT FOR A HOLIDAY. . ... EVERYTHING FOR A RESTFUL

- VACATION:--TENNIS, BADMINTON, BOATING, GOOD HEACH. DANCING
AND GAMES IN LARGE DINING ROOM. OR. RELAX BEFORE OPEMN. FIRES, :
BOATS FREE TO GUESTS. i

Rates: $14, sharing; $15, single.
eri’e CHAS. E. JACKSON Galiano, or Phone CARL. 148-.2
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present, from the benefits of a secondary education. Many of these are
retarded or eliminated, entailing an enormous waste of time, energy and
money. Any re-organization scheme should, therefore, include a curricu-
lum revision.

The reader tacitly asks himself, “THow much do we pay for education,
in comparison with other arcas?” The survey answers for him. Taking
the year 1931 we find that the per capita cost in this province was $13.71.
Comparing this with the States of the American Union the reader finds
the median there was $19.56. Those whose per capita expenditure fell
below that of British Columbia were in this order: Oklahoma, Texas,
Florida, North Carolina, Louisianna, Virginia, South Carolina, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, and Georgia. If our per
capita expenditure were much lower our cducational services would be
comparable with those of the Negro States where the level of literacy is
not flattering even on an international scale.

Many of the states whose achievements and efforts toward sound
education are considered to be below ours pay appreciably more than we
do for the privilege. The State of Washington, whose standards are
spotty, according to some observers, pays $21.50 per capita for educating
its children. These costs are exclusive of University grants.

Turning to a comparison with the other provinces in Canada we find
ourselves certainly not more enthusiastically extravagant than we ought
1o be. The per capita costs for these areas, exclusive of Quebec, are as
‘follows:

Ontario - $16.73
Manitoba 16.73
Alberta.... 16.56
Saskatchewan 15.39 .
British Columbia._.... 13.71
Nova Scotia 8.17
New Brunswick 7.80
Prince Edward Island 5.80

When the increase in enrolment is compared with the change in cost,
over the 1921-32 period, we find that in British Columbia the cost increase
exactly parallels enrolmetit fficrease. For Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba the enrolment was ahesd of the cost. For all.the Eastern and
Maritime . provinces the cxpenditire was ahead. of the enrolment. Once

_-again” British Columbna has spent no more than has been necessary.

.. .The Dominion Bareau of Statistics has calculated that all Canada, in

1931, spent 3.5 per cemt of #s income for educational purposes. Using
“ the Bureau’s figures amé methods the survey reports that British Columbia
© spent,-for the same year, 3.14 per cent of its income for this utility. Once
again, we have not bee 1more lavish than other similar areas.

“© - At this point it makes z pertinext digression to note that the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics with its capacity for revealing hildden income sets

“ British-Columbia’s “effort” income at $270,316,263, for 1931. The sur-
“veyor adds 30 per cent for “propig¥ty” income arriving at a total income
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of $351,411,142 for that year. The British Columbia Income Tax Depart- \
ment sets it, for tax purposes, at approximately $150,000,000.

In the matter of wealth per capita we find that in 1929 the distribution
was as follows:

) NOVE SCOIA ittt e $17069
Prince Edward Island... ... 18064

New Brunswick.............. .. 1950

Ontario.............., et reeenenen et e et ee e et enanraeseen .. 2910
Manitoba....o.oceeveaomereeeeeeceeeeeeee e ... 2982

, Quebec.............. .. 3188
; Saskatchewan ..., .. 3451
’ AIDerta. . oo rereeenee 3518

British Columbia oo 4012

The figures represent tangible wealth apart from undeveloped natural
resources. The report assumes that, although this form of wealth has
shrunk since 1929, the provinces continue to hold the same relative posi-
tions o the scale as they did in 1931,

LA ST e

Goo Therefore, we live and teach in a province which is the wealthiest in
Canada, per capita, but which stands at about the median for Canada in
per capita educational expenditure and devotes a smaller percentage of its
income for educational services than the rest of Canada. It stands well |
below the median per capita expenditure for the continent as a whole.

R

In spite of our careful policy in the financing of education our stand- i
ards relative to Canada as a whole do not seem to have suffered. The ;
University of California School of Education, in a recent survey, con-
siders British Columbia superior to the other eight Canadian provinces
in the quality of its education. Thus the Public School System of this

* province, which has been subjected to invidious attacks on the ground of
economy by a voluble, irrepressible and perhaps irresponsible set of critics,
has no need to feel ashamed of either its standards or its cost.

i
i
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In our hasty survey of present conditions the current method of financ-
ing education merits a passing reference. Under this scheme the following : .
standard salaries were assumed as the bases on which government grants : , S
would be paid. '

High School...................... $1200 per teacher per annum.
~Junior High School.......... 11000 7~ ” ” ”
~ Elementary School............ 780 7 " ” ”

(1) The High School grant is f)aid accordiﬁg to the fol'i_é;wing formula:

e i - Tax at 1% mills on assessed val.
Grant per High' Sch. Tr.=$1200 — —F 5w Schiool Trs.

(2) The Junior High School grant is paid in this manner: : i

N Y . . © Tax at 1 mill on assessed val.
- Grant per Jr. ngh Tr.=$1100 — =555 Fiigh School Trs,

',1:(3) The Elementary School grant is arrived at thus:

o i Tax at 1% mills on assessed val.
4 —_— —
G,r?‘n-t- pe? Elem VSC}I. Tr_—$780 : No. Elementary School Trs.

'3
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In some districts this was found to be quite satisfactory since the
grants were, algebraically speaking, negative. In other cases they were
o low as to be useless. In order to alleviate the situation the School Act
was amended in 1934, so that the smallest grant per Elementary School
Teacher is now $305, per Junior High School Teacher $355, and per
High School Teacher $380. In any case the High School grant must be
at ieast $75 more per teacher than the Elementary School grant and at
least $25 more per teacher than the Junior High School grant. The Junior
High School grant must be at least $50 per teacher greater than the
Elementary grant.

The report points out that Vancouver is a seriously affected sufferer
under this plan. Even on the basis of the amended grants Vancouver
would benefit by an increased grant of $40,000 if the obsolete 8:4 plan
of school organization were re-adopted. The fact that the most progress-
ive area in the province is forced to pay a penalty for its leadership is
eloquent against such a system.

The local areas are forced to raise their share of educational costs by
the property tax. Such a levy bears particularly heavily on marginal and
sub-marginal farm lands whose owners either barely clear expenses or
fail to meet them. The survey states that the existence of such area is
a condemnation of the settlement policy of the province. Such areas
should be cinsed and the inhabitants moved to other parts of the province
where farming is possible.

Furthermore, the present tax rates are based on antiquated values.
Such unfair taxation impairs the tax base. It encourages the owners to
let the ‘axes accumulate and finally allow the land to revert to the muni-
cipality or government. It then ceases to be a paying proposition for the
local government. '

There is one other source of revenue that may be used. In 1932 the
Legisiature amended the School Act to allow Municipal Councils to levy,
“for -ordinary . school expenditure, a special school tax on all parents of
school age .children who pay no- other municipal taxes. Single men and
‘women who pay no other municipal taxes are also included under this
classification; While this may offer a solution to the difficult problem of
how to raise “local funds, Municipal Councils and School Boards, for
~ obvious reasons, have shrunk from the odium of collecting such a tax.

Apart from all financial considerations, Mr. King finds educational
-affairs in an-unsatisfactory state. “Hastily summarizing these we find:
" (1)- we have no adequate, if any, philosophy of education;
(2) we have no applied science of education;
~.(3) the curriculum is  terribly maladjusted to needs. It is based on
o 7 university requirements rather than individual demands; '
- “(4) we have an unjust method of school taxation; _
7(5) our method of apportioning grants defeats it own purpose;
- (6) there is a tremendous inequality of opportunity because of- the
7 lagk of ‘a systematically controlled organization ; :
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(7) other than individual enterprise there is no stimulus for profes-
sional growth among teachers;

(8) local favoritism takes precedence over ability, in many cascs, in
the appointment of teachers. Gifted teachers often seek employ-
ment elsewhere;

(9) we have been thrifty but we have still to get our money’s worth.

To quote Mr. King, “It has been as though an army was controlled
by elected Municipal Councils and organized and trained by regimental
officers brought up upon the traditions of Wellington, under a general
staff with limited executive powers.”

In order to rectify such conditions the surveyor would substitute for
the present heterogeneous arrangement a centralized system of control.
The following are some of the recommendations which most directly
affect the teaching body.

(1) School Boards as such should be abolished and their work taken
over by official trustees, after the fashion of the Peace River plan.

(2) The province should be divided into educational areas on the
basis of topographical and social unity. Over each area would be placed
a Director. In recognition of such an important position an Administrat-
or’s Certificate ought to be created. It should represent a stage beyond the
Academic Certificate, entailing at least a year’s graduate study in addition
to the attainment of the Academic Certificate, chiefly in the field of edu-
cational administration. The duties of this officer would embrace the
professional and administrative aspects of his area.

(3) There should be a central organization to take care of this situa-
tion. It would consist of a committee composed of the following officials:

The Superintendent

Asst. Superintendent

Directér of - Director of - Directorof Directorof  Directorof - Director of

. Second, Ed. . Element, Ed. ~ Vocat.Ed. ~ Personnel = Vocat. Guid. Health

(4) "Appointments should vbe ‘made by a Departmental Committee on

~ which there should be no political appointees. The group should be divided

oL

into permanent and temporary parts. The personnel of the former would

_be, the Director of Personnel, the Registrar of the Department of Edu-
: cation, the Principals of the Normal School, the Professor of Educa-

tion at the University of British Columbia. The other positions

~ would be filled by directors who would be replaced on the committee fromn

- prevent”the- committee. from ‘becoming . static. Th

e appointments for the province as a whole. - :

“time to time by fresh appointees from among their ranks. This woull

is group would make

- (5) Province-wide promotions should be made by the above group on

~ the basis-of merit. The director would make local promotions using his
Careaastheunit.t o o o _ : ,
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(5) The more populous areas may demand more autonomy because
of greater sources of revenue. Within certain limits this should be granted
but these areas should be subject to the same laws as the rest of the prov-
ince in the matter of appointments, Their wealth should not make it pos-
sible for them to deprive smaller areas of the services of good teachers.

(7) A province-wide salary schedule should be inaugurated on the
following bases:

(i) the nature of the duties;
(1i) the geographical location of the school;
(1ii) the relative cost of living;
(iv) the social conditions of the community, i.e., whether it is an at-
tractive or an unattractive one;
(v) the certification of the teacher;
(vi) the experience and kind of experience of teacher;

(vii) general rating of the teacher;

(viii) advanced training of the teacher through graduate or other

study. :

If the government is to direct the control of education in so complete
a manner it will be necessary for it to assume a considerable share of the
cost.  The report shows how a 3 or 4 mill property tax could handle quite
successfully the local share of the financial burden.

Under such a plan the government would be called upon to contribute
an additional two to three million dollars. One of two methods or a com-
bination of both could be used. The first is an additional 2 per cent ser-
vice tax on incomes. With the present exemptions such a tax could raise
a sufficient sum to finance the government’s share. The second plan would
entail a sales tax. The surveyor estimates that this source could raise a
sum in excess of that required to finance the central government’s con-

- tribution,

‘However, just what course could be followed is difficult to say. The
Federal Government has announced its intention of raising its income tax

- on those incomes over $7000. British Columbia would need to scale down
"somewhat on these brackets. On the other hand.the constitutionality of
the sales tax is questionable. In either case the matter would have to be

e 'clgared, up satisfactorily before thq plan-could be put into operation.

.- A few, observations as to the effect of these recommendations upon
~ teachers -are worth while. In the first place there would be a uniform
;.- system of checking on the use of supplies, laboratory equipment, school
. plant, etc.. While some would be adversely affected; the rural areas would
.- probably be-freed from the petty parsimony to which many schools are
“‘now subjected.”’ 7 i o ' -

. There would ' probably be a much closer. supervision over both. the
administrative ‘and ‘executve duties of the teacher. The more. organized
a_system becomes the more closely must its routine duties be checked.
Consequently, we would be subjected more to the routine efficiency of big
business than’'some of us feel disposed to approve at the present time, = =
. Teacher-training institutions would not throw open their. doors to all
and/sundry.’ It would bea case of “many are called but few are chosen”.

S AR A i
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The Department would know how many students would be required. It
could eliminate many of the failu-cs which subsequently make their
appearance due to unsuitability to the profession. Such types would not
be allowed to start. One would have to possess the mental, moral and
physical qualities necessary for sincere work in the vocation. As a result,
an opportunity to enter a teacher-training institution would be considered
an honor. The reward of .success, here, would be a position in a respected
and recognized profession.

Rural areas would probably find that they could have and retain the
services of thoroughly competent teachers. It should also follow that the
teacher would find such areas not unaitractive from the point of view of
remuneration and teaching conditions.

Teachers would find that promotion would follow, slowly perhaps,
the policy of genuine effort and the display of real teaching ability. Other
things being equal, the teacher interested enough in his vocation to im-
prove himself professionally would rise in the ranks of the profession.
It is to be hoped that the means of professional growth will be more con-
veniently at the disposal of the teacher than at present.

Appointments would be made on the basis of ability. There would be
no local board to seek out and influence by means of subtle lobbying.
Applications would be soundly analyzed by those competent to do so.

An educational area would probably be no better than its director.

The professional tone of the area would emanate from the director just ..

as the tone of the school is often imparted by the | rincipal. It would

_ mean that certain areas wonld be more attractive than others.

In conclusion it may be said that this outline has by no means covered
*he findings of ‘the surveyors. It is hoped- that it has stirred up enough
interest to causeiyou to secure a copy of the report and cxamine it for
yourselves.  Whether or not one agrees with the recommendations of this
document he should, as a teacher, know theri and understand why the

. commission ks seen fit to set'them forth. Apart from its value to the

government“t is, for the teacher, a spiendid handbook on administrative
conditions and educational statistics. :

..~ You do not'know how great is the value of friendship, if you do not -
understand how much you give to him to whom you give a friend—a s
“commodity which is scarce not only in men’s houses, but in whole cen- *-

turies, and which is nowhere scarcer than in the places where it is thought
to be most plentiful—Seneca, On Benefits. . :

- ;,' RENTAL— FURNISHED SUITE for ;uﬁ\mgr monihsv:

moderate rental.’ K
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NEWS, PERSONAL AND MISCELLANEOUS

By Maurice DzsBrisay,
1206 Maple Strect, Vancouv er

At its Annual
Meeting on June
2, Victoria and

one measley two-line marriage
notice, went and hid it in the
ground?

* * *

In the last fortnight of May a
series of ratepayers’ meetings oc-

District Teachers curred

in

Matsqui,

Sumas and

Agssociation paid  Appoectord

communities to decide

solemn and affec-

tionate homage to
the memory of
Mr. B. C. Nich-
olas, late zditor of
“The Victoria
ol Times. In very
ST PR real fashion the
N “Vistoria and Districc Teachers’
IR _ “Association wis speaking on bekaif
Ee . of the whole teachmg budv of this
L p'ovmce. g

F Wb does not . collect -itself.

Personal news of special “in-
terest 'to such a widely scattered
body ‘as -the ~teachers of British
Colunibia’ will not’reach this maga-
G zine -unless : school prmcxpals nd -
" the: -«correspondmg “secretaries’, of
Loczl Associations—-or. persons act-
ing. for them—provide it. - The de-

ively~ réndered. /ifi - Some quarters
but has been comptcuously lacking
in- others.‘Can.you  help temedy
thxs ~defect?

" _news . of exCeptional interest.%: If-
the ‘reader of;this paragraph fails
todo his share, m garneting- .this

overlookéd. oSee? - Forward your |
‘jtem; to -the address -given at-the
heid of thls coiumn
siich service to-your magazine sim-
. ply becau=e your “particular news
2 br:ef -one: ";Remember _;
“what; happened ‘to-thé man.in: ‘the
parable ;who, bocauce he’ had only

whether or not a large

administra-

A sxred,co-cperatlon has beer-effect- .-

Fov &the September
-issue there should ke much” personal ~judges. Africa was rupresenteﬂ by

Do ‘not omit’

tive unit should be set up in the
Fraser Valley. - The unanimity is
reported to have been quite amaz-
ing.. We are informed that in
eleven meetmgs only one person
voted- against the proposal. In-
spector P. H. Sheffield has been
acting this year as Official Trustee,
taking the' places of four school
boards i1t this locality, and no doubt
he will presently become Director
of Education to" a umﬁed valley

area.

% *

Various references “have been

made by The :B.C. Teacher to an-

Y

JU

essay’ comoetmon conducted .under

- the auspices of -the New History
Socnety,f the ‘tooic being “‘How
can’ Youth develop co- operative and
harmorious relations among ‘the
‘races of: the world?”

number of cssays submitted. ~ The

‘papers are now in the hands of a =~
cof L

very. distinguished committe

LAfty “contestants; repreaentmg be-

"twieen fifteen” and twenty ‘races: .-

Canadian young. -people submitted

" ‘news, something is likely to be . 52 of the eSsays; nine of which were

svrritten by British’ Columbians. . For
the’ ue\ct competition® the topiceryill
‘be “How can the.people of the

~'world achieve universal disarma-
“ment 27 $5000 will be distributed in -

.. prizes, rangirig: from $1000 to $50.

It is interest-.
ing fo note that teachers lead in the »

{my person. whatever will: be™en=:

tled ‘to . compete this :time.

The =
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address of the New History Society
is 132 East 65th St., New York
City.

* x *

The first exchange of teachers
between Prince Rupert and England
will be effected this year when Miss
Joyce Edgcumbe of the teaching
staff of the Booth Memorial School
of the northern city will leave for
England. Miss Edna Wilkinson of
! Worksop, near Nottingham, will
: exchange with Miss Edgcumbe.

* * *

The May meeting of the Junior

and Intermediate Section of the

; . Victoria and District Teachers’
P Association was held in South Park
i ‘School, Thaursday, May 7. Tea
tables were set in the auditorium
L and, after a social time, Miss Louise
sl e ..+ Noble spoke on the subject, “Teach-

o S . ing of Music in Schools”.
* *

o “Mr. Nelson Allen of the King
Edward High™ School of Prince
Rupert was recently elected presi-

o R

“monic Society. Dr. A. Polle of the
. . “same sthool was reappointed . as
- . treasurer. - ‘ ’
» Tk * ¥
Canadian-- Teachers’ Federation®
wxll hold ‘its annua! conference at
- Saskatoolr -in the week begvmmg
. !August 2. s
* : %
Profcssor Charles /A. Krug of
Mount Allison Umv'*rsxt} is.receiv-
- ing the congratulations of Maritime
‘teachers and ‘other’ friends on being
“awarded one of the fellowships of
- the UmverSIty ot T.ondon for the
~pursuit of educattonal enquiries in

* the - teachmrr profe5510n has

staunch wise and witty® representa-
“tive and champion, whose voice and
 pen-are con‘cmually devoted “to-the
: serv1ce ' h‘xs fellow teachera and

dent of the-Prirce Rupert Philhar-.

of the community at large. During
the last year he has specialized on
the task of bringing to the attention
of teachers their duties and respon-
sibilities in the matter of mental
hygiene.

* " *

The fellowship to which refer-
ence is made in the preceding para-
graph is one of those made evailable
by financial grant from the Car-
negie Corporation and the amount
paid each Fellow is $1250. Appli-
cants must be university graduates
who have had experience in teach-
ing or in educational administration.
The committee responsible for
choices consists of the presidents of
University College, Toronto, and of
the University of Alberta, together
with Dr. H. F. Munro, Superin-
tendent- of Education for Nova
‘Scotia.

* * %

How would yecu like to “live in
French” for the month of July?
McGill University ‘offers a residen-
tial summer school (co-educational)
in the heart of French Canada.
Only French will be spoken and

: teaching will be in the hands of a.

thoroughly competent staff. Ele-
_mentary, intermediate and advanced
courses will be available, _ '

* . * *

For the first time in its history
New,Brunswick has a Minister of
Education—The Hon. A. P. Pater-
son, who is also Minister of Federal
.-and Muricipal Relations.

* x. *

The Pacific Northwest Instxtute
of International Relations offers a
very attractive programme to those

»-Great Btitain, = In Professor- Krug .- Wwho tan visit Reed College Port-
“land, from.July 6 to 16.° )
Six, ‘Round Tables, under leaders;
of . natlonal and, .in some cases, in<
ternational dlstmctlon will discuss
Natlonal Secunty i

13

such topicsras:

e
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and World Organization, Problems
of Latin America, The Collective
System and the Enforcement of
Peace, Far East Relations, Prob-
lems of Population, Raw Material
and Markets, National Policies and
International Relations, Responsibil-
ity of the Church, Popular Educa-
tion and Peace Action.

The registration fee is $10 in
addition to $15 for room and three
meals a day, or $10 for meals only.
Part-time rates are also available.

it is to be hoped that British
Columbia Teachers’ Federation will
be represented, unofficially if not
officially, at this intriguing seminar.
Registrations and enquiries may be
addressed to Paul S. Elliott, secre-
tary, Institute of International Re-
lations, Reed College, Portland.

* * *

Having received a 5 per-zent

restoration towards their original
salaries' last ~ April, Vancouver
" teachers decided at a recent meeting
not to_press for arbitration regard-
o ing the remaining 15 per cent re-
duction in their salaries at this time.
o Sk R B
= A sum of $200 for the Vancou-

- ver Teachérs’ Library was' author-
" ized by the Vancouver Secondary’

. teachers, and other  bodies voted
_-amounts for the same purpose.

' ROBERT ENGLAND TO B.C.
<" Mr. Robert England ‘of Winni-

‘peg has been appointed Director of.
University ‘Extension and A4§sistant -

rofessor of Economics in tl.e Uni-
ersity “of British Columbia. Mr.
‘England has had. a. varied exper-
jence since he graduated. He taught

~.in ‘rural schools in Saskatchewan,.
7 has served” twelve . years - with .the
“Canadian = National = Railway, ‘has

written ‘twd' books’ and ~numerous

“articles, ‘and has ' travelled extens--

ively in Europe. Whilst at Queen’s
he specialized in Economics and
History, obtaining his Master’s De-
gree there. In Winnipeg he was
active in public service. He should
be able to make an important con-
tribution to the university to which
he is going and The B.C. Teacher
is glad to join in welcoming him to
British Columbia,

MUSEUM PHOTOGRAPHS
FOR CANADIAN SCHOOLS.

The Royal Ontario Museum at
Toronto is considering a plan to
photograph a large number of the
objects in its collection in order to
provide illustrative material for the
teaching of history and science. In
order to know whether there would
be sufficient demand for such pic-
tures, the museum authorities are
anxious to hear from teachers in
all parts of Canada.

The Royal Ontario Museum is in
reality five museums in one: ar-
chaeology. geology, mineralogy,
palaeontology -and zoology. It is
the largest and richest of all Cana-
dian museuras, and one of the larg-
est on the continent. The archaeo-
logical section contains material il-
lustrating man’s life in the Stone
Age; in Babylonia, Assyria,

‘Egypt, Greece and Rome ; the Brit-

ish Isles from the Roman period;

Ttaly and France during the Renais-

sance; early. Canadian history; the
arts in China and Japan; and among

the aboriginies ‘of Oceania, Africa .

and South America: - ..
‘Those who have heard “Forgot-

ten Footsteps” will be familiar with

the romance, real or ' imaginary,
behind Ycertain  of the museum’s
exhibits: T '

~ Interested . teachers 'would fur-
ther: the project by communicating

with' Miss Ruth M. Home, Royal "~
- Ontario Museum, ‘Toronto, indicat~"
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ing the kind of pictures in ‘which
they would be particularly inter-

ested.
* * *

IDEAS FROM YORKTOM

Under the auspices of the Youung
Men’s Seciion of the Yorkton
Board of Trade, S. W. Steinson,
principal of Yorkton Collegiate In-
stitute, was recently “on the air”
over CJGX. Mr. Steinson reportel
upon a most interesting experiment
under way in his school. The teach-
ing year is divided into four equal
terms. The section of the curricu-
lum assigned to each term is covered
two or three weeks before the end.
Tests are then given and all stud-
ents attaining the required standing
in any given subject are free for
the balance of the term insofar as
that subject is concerned. Students
who fall below the required stand-
ard—and any others who may wish
—spend the remainder of the term
in review.

Those who have already mas-
tered the assigned work are free to
devote themselves to varied forms
of extra-curricular activities. Dur-
ing this last year these included

- bookbinding, interior decorating,

French converation, knitting, voice
culture ~and elocution, elementary
economics and social science, short-

~hand, bookkeeping, picture develop-
_ing, dancing, art .(including sketch-

ing, oils, water colors and art appre-
ciation), radio construction, special

-....physical -training, senior -chemistry,
- mechanical drawing, ‘dress design-

ing; currerit events, public speaking,
sewing, home nursing, camp cook-

“ing, poetry - writing, - journalism,
“ horticulture -and - other -arts--and
*hobbies. .. If any student wishes to

" launch “out. entirely on. his :own,
““along.literary or scientific lines, he
;s given ar opportunity to do so.:

« 7 Mr:-Steinson emphasized ‘the fact_

that each of the activities men-
tioned above is carried on every
day during the review period. The
great majority of his students are
able to take at least some part in
these outside activities and many of
his best students spend almost a
month of each term away from
formal or required academic
studies. The system has the full
approval of the school board, the
department of education and the
high school inspector, not to men-
tion an overwhelming majority of
the students concerned. Mr. Stein-
son has no fear that examination
results will be found to suffer.

The Bullctin for May, organ of
Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federa-
tion, reports Mr. Steinson’s radio
talk in extenso.

* * *

NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS

Mr. Paul J. J. Martin, M.P. for
Essex, is responsible. for a resolu-
tion introduced in the Canadian
House of Commons, asking the
Government to investigate the de-
sirability of a system of national
scholarships.

These, he suggested, would be
available to outstanding students
who require such aid to enable them
to secure training in universities,
agricultural colleges, and technical
schools. In support of his proposal,
Mr. Martin spoke as follows:

“The resolution is motivated
iargely by my personal experience
with many boys and girls-of marked
ability who, because of ' financial
disability, are unable to receive the
university training which their abil-
ities warrant and who are conse-
quently* ‘precluded from -making

their contribution to the national

welfare. :

“It is not my intention that these
scholarships -shall ‘serve essentially
as an unemployment measure, but
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there will be the incidental advant-
age that the plight of present day
youth in this country will to some
extent be relieved. The long view
is always the shortest view, and I
am thinking essentially of the
future. The great problems that
face Canada will require men and
women of great training, and there
is no reason why thos= who should
be given that training with the view
of ultimate nationa! advantage
should be recruited only from the
ranks of those who can afford to
pay for this training.

“Resolutions of approval or let-
ters strongly urging action on the
part of Parliament at this session
have been received from many of
our national institutions, including
all the universities and agricultural
schools, practically all of the second-
ary school teachers’ organizations
throughout Canada, many of the
boards of education, collegiate in-
stitutes, advisory committees cf the
technical “schools, banks, insurance

- companies, mining corporations,

agricultural institutes and many of
the large industrial and commercial

* organizations,

“The list of approval includes
editorials in more than half of the
leading daily papers in Canada, let-

ters  from labour organizations, .

agricultural associations, the educa-

~tional departments of the provincial

governments;  church organizations

“and “many ~others too  numerous to

mention.

J“All classes in, the community
can ‘justifiably complain’of burdens -
imposed by current economic dis-

location. I feel that the acceptance
of- this resolution and consequential
action based on it will tend to’ mini-

‘mize the difficulties -of  the rising
. generation - in this country,. This
‘proposal .~ will,  without - question,
= . provide for training leaders to assist .

in the solution of the complex prob-
lems that the future certainly has in
store for Canada”.

Mr. Martin is a scholarly young
barrister who, in 1931, joined the
staff of Assumption College, Uni-
versity of Western Ontario, and as
a spokesman on behalf of education
he may be expected to serve his
country well in Parliament, to
which he was elected in 1935.

SOME THOUGHTS ON
CENTRALIZATION

JUST as we go to press The B. C.
Teacher has received a letter
from Mr. T. H. Nuttall, Principal,
Powell River High School, bearing

upon the article by Mr. B. B. Thor- -

steinsson in our May issue. Says
Mr. Nuttall: “With the general
tenor of that article I am in full
accord ; I believed very thoroughly
in the new programme. However,
I think that ‘we need not anticipate
that it will bring in an educational
millennium; nor need we, in the
meantime, hold that practically
nothing has been accomplished
under the present system”. Mr.
Nuttall points out excellent services
that have been rendered by the sub-
stitution of ‘a technical course in
place -of the usual matriculation
course, for those not requiring the
latter; and submits that through
night schools at least a good begin-
ning has been made in relation to
vocational guidance and adult edu-
cation. Powell River High School

“is satisfactorily meeting the require-

ments of Art III and a' qualified

* gymnasium instructér is doing good

work as regards physical and recrea-
tional “ education. - The basis of ‘a

professional- library: for the high

school has been laid. “Mr. Nuttall
is - hopeful . that- the  departments

" (Continued foot of next page)
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ART AND MUSIC SECTION ‘

LYRICAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
By Franx WiLson, Principal, Prince George High School

OOD craftsmen sing at their work. The very best craftsmen sing
: through their work. The lyrical quality which thus pervades
' their work we call beauty.

Our ideas of beauty have heen bedeviled by the segregation from
the rest of mankind, particularly during the last hundred years, of
a strange class called’ Artists, who, alone were supposed to be con-
cerned with the creation of beauty. The demands of utility, the needs
of their fellows had on no account to interfere with the complete
freedom of their self-expression. “We can forgive a man for making
a useful thing as long as he does .ot admire it. The only excuse for
making a useless thing is that one admires it intensely. All art is
quite useless”, said Oscar Wilde.

In the meantime the ordinary man was expected to get on with
his job without any nonsense. The practical and the emotional were
- to be kept in separate compartments. Temperament and inspiration
were privileged forms of insanity, allowed to artists as symbols of
their entire difference from other men. The busy man of affairs
made a hurried oblation to culture by adding to his other speculations
a collection of “Old Masters”. The working man, if and when he
could, went out and enjoyed the sunset. But beauty, as a vital and
essential manifestation of the spirit of man, hardly entered their lives.
The leisured class alone had time to study the strange gyrations
of the artists. It became a sign of superior culture, a social distine-
tion, to beable to interpret the most astonishing convolutions. On
-the other hand, to criticize as meaningless some wild new atrocity
was - immediately - to . admit one’s inferiority to the “cogniscenti”.
Automatically one lost ground socially, was classed as a stupid reac-
tionary and exposed to long accounts of the way their centempor-
aries had despised Mozart, hated Wagner and ignored Beethoven.

S B t

'~ SOME THOUGHTS ON CENTRALIZATION—(Cont. from page 36)

alfgady furnished and equipped for in teaching. There is yet another

“ home. économics and -manual train-

ing will function again when the

*depression lifts.” -Mr. Nuttall adds:

“We  have two teachers “holding

‘first “class professional certificates -,
-who are’employed-in this area and
.. who are products of the local high.

school:" and ~ the " ‘university. . One

‘ other ‘young lady - Holding this cer-
©- - tificate is resident but not employed

who is now teaching in Washing-
‘ton”. Mr. Nuttall felt that certain

statements in Mr. Thorsteinsson’s
article involved an unintentional
reflection . on himself - and other

- principals and therefore submits the

data’ synopsized above. We are
sorry that space does not permit the
publication of Mr. Nuttall’s letter

in full in this issue.
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- N . . . . o \
The arfe-« thiev ¢, were placed in an impossible position.

They bad - ' o do oilies than to express themselves. Spiritual

exhibitioni « wa& ‘" eir orofession and unless what they exhibited ,

was sensnitens (i
sincerity becar
to start fron t

rdly attract attention. Simplicity and
fal virtues. The artist was compelled
-hat he was a genius for there was no
market for i+ <ent craftsman. In the days of the
Italian Rennzisszmes = was a workman, learning his trade
as an apprentice zs ¢ v7 his skill as a journeyman. In those
days he set c¢:f wo wretent craftsman. If he happened to
possess genius, -y e 2r; it would show itself when he had
mastered his c¢: -« urgent necessity for showing his
genius too often stist from ever mastering his craft,

Tt}

There is a lyri-ai inwil beauty. Beauty is always express-
ive and what is «xp alv-ays has an emotional aspect. The
i fundamental erre- o7 e :Rowantics, largely responsible for this
: unhealthy segregz:icm 7 tie2 actists from common man, was their
belief that an artis: mozw sesss for and cultivate emotions in order to
express them. Deliheraz= seek and cultivate emotional exper-
iences is to invite abna Emotion is only one aspect of the
individual’s response :o lifi. 7o single it out for special stimulation
is to unbalance the wioliz gerzamality. An introspective concern over
one’s soul or the state o wn€’s :motions is unhealthy and has no
connection with artisti: g :: the earthy and extravert vigor of
Goya or Shakespeare clem nvs,

<2

To organize life about cie—malzing of things which are well worth
making, the doing of things wiich: seem to be supremely worth while,
or the clarification and statemesnit of ideas which appear to one as of
real importance, is to provié= z foundation for sane and healthy
living. = Attention is shifted frim the self and. the energies of the
mind are directed outwards: zzgyver, if you should happen to have
a vividly personal point of vilew . zad the kind of intellectual energy
and ability which gives you:swpr=ne mastery over your medium, you

“can hardly avoid creating a—mmtstis work of art.

When the whole self is emgaged in a task, when mind and body
function harmoniously under tie control of skill, the activity becomes
suffused with emotion. The smirit sings. All fine craftsmanship is
affectionate craftsmanship and zili fine craftsmen rejoice in their skill:
.and in the materials of their czafc. What is made may be a thing ofti
use, but the making of it becernes anend in itself. Gocd craftsmers "

« sing at their work. The best craftsmen sing through their work. "

at

The building of ships supplies a good illustrition. " The sea is a'
remorseless antagonist. The shipbuilder can toficede no element of
strength or efficiency. The conditions of his task leave him no room
for irresponsible exhibitionism, but this very -necessity for building
finely is what leads him to sing at and through: %s sork. The crafts.

.~man of skill and integrity can hardly avoid bexuming an artist. It
~-‘requires much harsh economic ‘pressure to maiks-a good shipbuilder
“turn:out an ugly ship. e :

LD e e
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A similar statement can not be made of many “artists” presum-
ably much higher up the social and cultural scale. A comparison
between architecture and naval architecture during the Romantic
period shows the vast aesthetic superiority of the latter over the
former. A comparison between the external appearance of one of
the Empress liners and the appointments of its first class quarters is
equally instructive. The engineer has produced a thing of breath-
taking beauty; the decorator, meaningless ostentation, heavy with
ornament and without distinction.

Shakespeare was a professional playwright, a maker of plays to
order, plays to fit occasions, a writer of pot boilers. Compare his
works with those of any of the “Art for Art’s sake” gentry. Can any
of them maintain the lyrical note, can any of them sing so exuber-
antly and so gloriously as he? Bach was a busy professional
organist. Most of his work was written to order, much was written
in a form demanding the most rigorous intellectual effort. But Bach
was doing supremely well those things he was supremely equipped
to do. His spirit sang through his work. Play every day for a month
a Bach prelude and a Chopin prelude. Then say which is the higher
type of beauty, the work of the craftsman singing through his work
or that of the great Romantic artist, cultivating his emotions and
using his art as a form of self expression.

Today much of the most vital, interesting and satisfying work is
being done in the “Applied” arts. The best designers of furniture,
the best architects and the best decorators are returning to the logic
of “Function” and the discipline of “Efficiency”. Set free by the

_doctrine of “Art for Art’s sake” they had-lost themselves in mean-
ingless decoration and a hectic scramble for effect. Returning volun-
tarily to the conditions of the craftsman, meeting human needs
efficiently and intelligently, they have learned to produce forms,
pleasing alike to the eye and to the mind. Simplicity, sincerity,
harmony and line have returned to art as the irresponsibility of the
Romantic artist has given way to the humbler and more disciplined
spirit of the craftsman. _

THE HISTORY OF MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS OF BRITISH
N COLUMBIA

By“ VrioLer M. THOMPSON, St. Marina Girls’ School,
: Vancouver,.R.C.

QUITE contrary tothe belief of many, music in the schools of British

" Columbia has had a “history”. Within a mere seventy years, music

/in_our schools has attained to standards cemparing favorably with those
- of the rest of Canada, the United States and the British Isles.

~In such a short account we can but trace the main trends of this his-

tory. In the very early years, music played little or no part in the school
. lives of ‘the children: As time went on, however, and as musical advances
1 other parts-of the world were noticed, authorities began to realize the
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backward state of our music, and in 1873 added vocal music to the cur-
riculum. It was not long, however, till this subject was dropped again,
to be added a few years later (1891) only as an optisn in the elementary
school curriculum. Even then, as a rule, it usually found recognition
merely in the opening exercises or was taught perfunctorily by teachers
incompetent even if willing.

The event which marked, a2: it were the end of the pioneering period,
came in 1904, when the first music supervisor, Mr. George Hicks, was
appointed. The effect of Mr. Hick’s faithful work was felt immediately.
For example, we find that around 1911, in accordance with repeated
requests, the Board of Education endeavored to supply necessary music
readers in all the schools. Then (1915) came the annual music compe-
titions in May, (as a forerunner of the Festival movement) to stimulate
a wholesome rivalry among the schools. It is indicative of the increased
recognition of the great value of this work that in 1920 Miss C. E. Butler
was appointed as assistant to Mr. Hicks. The next year, however, there
was a complete change in the supervising staff. At the death of Mr.
Hicks, Mr. Frederick W. Dyke became head music supervisor and had
as his assistant Miss C. Chadwick and, later, Miss E. L. Roberts, an in-
defatigable worker, especially in the festival work. Indeed, by 1925,
the time had come when there was a decided shift from indifference to
enthusiasm, on the part of the teachers. Meanwhile the supervising staff
was growing. For several years already Point Grey had had a special
music supervisor. Mrs. H. D. Dawson (then Miss A. C. Sumner), and
later Miss M. McManus. Now, in 1928, Mr. Ifor Roberts was ap-
pointed as supervisor for South Vancouver. The following year Mr. C.
E. Findlater stepped in to carry on the excellent work begun by Mr.
Dyke. In his work Mr. Findlater stressed music appreceiation in particu-
lar. Then, in 1931, Mr. F. Waddington of Victoria became head super-
visor. A great deal of credit is due to Mr. Waddington for the way in
which- he has adopted some of the best practices that are now common
in many parts of the Empire and in a great number of countries in
Europe. ‘

On' looking to other parts of the province, we find that Victoria ap-
. pointed its first: music: supervisor in 1907, Mr. Wm. Dobson, who was
- succeeded two years later by Mr. H. J. Pollard. In spite of many adverse
- conditions, Mr. Pollard was successful in establishing a high musical
standard in the schools of Victoria. In 192€:Mr. F. Waddington suc-

ceeded Mr. Pollard. However, when in 1931 Mr. Waddington left for |

Vancouver; no supervisor was appointed, and the standard of music in
"~ the ‘schools of the provincial capital fell considerably.” New West-
. minster's efforts in the field of music seem to date from 1910. The Royal
City has always been weil represented in musical festivals and in recent
~years has done excellent work in boys’ bands. As far as the rest of
" British: Columbia is- concerned, available information is exceedingly in-
complete. Fernie schools have always seemed unusually respcnsive, while
““the excellent: work done in the Okanagau Valley is revealed annually in

the ‘Okangan- Valley Musical Festival—an undertaking of gratifying
L Usuccess. o ' : ‘ R

ey
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So far we have been dealing mainly with musid in the elementary
schools. Let us look now at music in secondary education. We have
already seen that, in the early days, music as a school subject was con-
fined to the high schools. Then we saw the emphasis gradually trans-
ferred from the high school to the elementary school. When music was
made an optional subject it lost its hold, there and and then, and as a
result, throughout the entire province, the work in this field has for many
years been sadly neglected.

The early stages of secondary school music development were com-

plicated with the queston of credits for work. The long hallowed tradi-

1 tion that music is an accomplishment rather than a serious study made

. the principals of high schools cautious in dealing with the matter. How-

R ever, the pioneer efforts of such men as Mr, Paul and Mr. J. S. Gordon,

and of such an interested organization as the British Columbia Music

Teachers’ Federation, headed by Mr. Roy Robertson,—these efforts to

enlarge the field of music study pushed the whole question of secondary

school music into the foreground, and led to the followipg arrangement

of 1925: “High school students, other than those taking the course of

study which leads to Junior Matriculation, may now select music as an

optional subject in lieu of geometry, botany, agriculture, physics or
chemistry.”

In the meantime, music as a school subject was on trial, as it were,
and had to prove its worth, and this it succeeded in doing. The New
Programme of Studies for high schools, issued in 1930, created even
greater opportunities for the student to elect courses of study adapted to
his aptitude and increasing recognition ‘was given to music, art and dra-
matics. In recent years there has been a decided increase in the number
of students choosing music as a free elective and our choirs, bands and
! orchestras are all on the increase. Last year another great forward step
“ was taken when full music credits were granted to matriculation students.

. The musical programme of the high school, however, has not been
confined to these more formally organized lines of activity. In almost

i every school of the larger centres, from the beginning to the end of the
<., school year, various musical interests and abilities have been developed
" through the extra-curricular life.~Especially in the juuior high schools,
excellent giee clubs, bands and orchestras have been, organized under
specially. trained - leaders and in almost every case standards have been
‘appreciably high. In the high schools, in spite 5f the lack, in most cases,
* of special music instructors, the extra-curri¢ular.phase of school music
has"received much attention. In practicaily every school there has heen
found :some -altruistic teacher-who _has taken upon herself the responsi- -
bility of trying to dwaken real love of and interest in music and to stimu-
late a desire for moré'advanced study 6n the part of talented students. =

-Although music is now a compulsory subject in city schools it is still

“ optional ‘ in“ rural _schools and, consequently, it' is commonly neglected.
‘The chief reason assigned.for this neglect is, of course, that owing to such
g multiplicity of classes and subjects, teachers are compelled to devote
their “time "to the “absolute essentials”. - More often, however, the real
- fault lies in the attitude of the teacher. Too often, despite the splendid

!
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preparation given in the Normal Schools, teachers have the modest but
erroneous notion that they are incompetent to direct the singing of a class
of children. No doubt a lack of formal musiial instruction in earlier
years gives a feeling of insecurity. Amnother common but quite mistaken
idea entertained is that song is a purely technical accomplishment rather
than a natural form of expression.

This brings us now to the question of professional training. With
such rapid development in the methods and content of the music course
within the last half-century, it has been necessary to give more and more
attention to the qualifications of teachers. It is interesting to look back
to 1873, to a time when a teacher could choose as teaching subjects, be-
sides his major subjects, any of the following: Mathematics, Latin,
French, drawing, or music. These five subjects were given, in those days,
the august title of “Extraordinary subjects less or more non-essential”,
Today excellent courses are available for teachers at Normal Schools,
special summer courses, night schools and Saturday morning classes.
Recently the Department of Education has offered a course for special
certificates for the elementary and for the junior and senior high schools.
This course was designed to present a layout of the field to be covered
in vocal music up to and including junior and senior high schools and to
illustrate every step of the progress of this work from grade to grade
by practical and clearly defined methods in teaching. The main features
of this course have been voice-culture, sight-singing, song interpretation
and appreciation of artistic values in music.

There have been other influences, somewhat external, perhaps, but
none the less significant in-the history of school music. Of course, the
most important of these influences is that of the annual musical festivals.
Perhaps nothing else could do so much to vitalize school music as par-
ticipation in the festivals. Another interesting though short-lived influence
was that of a series of noon-hour radio programmes of educational music
and story. Sponscred by the Philharmonic Club of Vancouver, and given
through the courtesy of radio station CNRYV, these half-hour programmes
reached a large number of junior and senior high school pupils. During
the noon-hour period, especially in the winter session, children are eager
for entertainment. Considering the fact that many of the larger schools
have radios, the idea occurred to Miss Louie Stirk of the Templeton
Junior High staff that this would be an excellent opportunity to fertilize

the seeds already sown in school hours——to develop still further a genu-,

ine, -appreciative attitude to good music. In recent years many of our
ouistanding musicians have been particularly eager to co-operate. For
example, beginning two years ago, through the kindness of the officials

--and conductor: of the-Vancouver Symphony Society, large numbers of
students from' our secondary schools have been allowed once a month,
free of charge, to attend the final rehearsal of the Orchestra.

As in’ thé‘g case of other subjects, music methods have followed the
trends “of philosophy-which have dominated, from time to time, educa-

-tional thought, in British Columbia. In the introductory period, for
. example, the.aim was to have every child learn to sing, and the values
- most"thought of were those of recreation following fatigue, The result,

b
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of course, was the “joyful noise” type of singing. In accordance with
the next great change in educational thought, the aim of school music 5
was to have every child learn to read music, because this power is the
key to an understanding of its treasures,—a value which was mainly
concerned with the child’s future. In the meantime what happened to
the child, his interests, his efforts, his enthusiacm,——all these were as
naught. In perfect good faith, therefcre the conscientious music teacher
drilled her little charges in the * ‘grammar” of music. Dry, dull, dismal
drudgery it became,—and that, too, in a subject with such marvellous
possibilities for winning the children’s whole-hearted and spirited par-
ticipation.
Then came the child study movement,—the Dewey philosophy, which
has been so largely responsible for making clear the present aim of school
music,—that is, that every child shall appreciate and take pleasure in
music not in a vague and indefinite future but right here and now. The
child has every right to live in the present, and especially in a present so
-full and rich in beautiful and joyous experiences. Indeed, the teacher
.of music, particularly should regard as a sacred duty the conservation of
-all the spontaneity, the sparkle and the freshness that characterize
i = child life. T i

FROM AN ARTIST'S POINT OF VIEW . ]
3 ’ By Symir HiLL Cianct :

F the school child draws a tree with bright yellow jagged lines running

across the paper, that is his emotional reaction to the tree. If his tree
has every leaf carefully drawn the proper shape and put in its right place,
that is his mental reaction to the tree. If he draws a man whipping a
horse, boys throwing stones at a cat, or any situation with a morbid cut-
look, that is the child’s way of airing a problem. It is the best way for
kim to work it off.

He should be encouraged from his first entrance into school and ;
through to the experiences of adolescence in high school to present in ;
his art work his mental' and emotional reactions to his surroundings. The
teacher should present this art work to the child in such a way that the !
child must think his way along on his own responsibility from start to ;
‘finish. “Blind ' unquestioning obedience, resulting in a classroom full of )
identical work is a vicious outmoded stupidity.

"No two stadents in school should ever be encouraged to do work in
exact replica for any reason. Nor should a child have a teacher “touch
up” the drawing, or “show him how” on the child’s own ‘drawing. At ]
best it frustrates his own desire to achieve that result himself; at worst

~it’is a-hishonest attempt to cover up-the student’s shortcomings.

Therefore, instruction should consist ‘entirely of simple answers to
“student. questions and a careful. awakening of the child to the beauty and
interest in hi§ own immediate life and surroundings. Sometime before
the eighth ‘grade.the child should unshakeably learn from his own and
~ from his fellow-students’ best work if possible, the laws of design,”of
= =rhythmic composztxon ‘of color harmony and of emoticnal mood. In the
Art School is time enough. for the young artist to lea ™ the ‘mechanics
of drawmg and pamtmg, ‘the- tncks of tethmque the abxhty to copy.

i~
i
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RHYTHM BAXNDS
By Dorotuy BrapBury, Aberdeen School, Vancowver, B. C.

USICAL TRAINING is a more potent instrument of culture than

any other, because rhythm and harmony find iheir way into the
secret places of the soul, on which they mightily fasten, imparting grace.”
(from Plato’s Republic). Long before Plato’s time primitive men
stretched a skin over a hollow log and by tapping out the rhythmic beat
of the waves on the skore, gave expression to a definite urge. From that
time to this man has gone on p»rfecting his. instruments and improving
his technique until now modern man’s symphcony orchestra seems a f'lI‘
cry froin those simple beginnings. -

The urge, hnwever, remains; it is the chlld’s instinctive need for
rhythmic expression that we seek to develop in Rhiythm Bands. In this

delightful experiesice the child feels the'mood of the music, devclops dis- ¢
-crimination, becomes aware of the structure of .simple music through

experience with the phrase and rhythm pattern, learns to concentrate and
grasps the true meaning of team-work. ‘

The .equipment necessary for twenty children includes six” pairs of

' . bells, three triangles, three pairs of rhythm sticks, one pair of cymbals,

" three small drums, three tambourines and a conductor’s baton. These

instruments may be -obtained at any music stere or they may be con-
structed by the children themselves. In"the latter case me tone is not as

fine though the cost is certainly not as great.. Among the constructed in-

struments are the following suggestions: For tuangk.s use six-inch nails

_or old horse-shoes; for bells, cut a Broom handle into four-inch lengths

and fasten a small bell at’each end; for cymbals, use. pan lids. Rhythm
sticks are easily procured.” For a drum use a rolled oats carton covered
at each end with shellaced linen. For a tambourine use a rouad cardboard
box cover with small circles of tin from tlie local tinsmith fastened to
the edges. A piano is the best means of carrying on band work, though

good results.may be achieved with the use of a phonograph and records. -

However, the process is easier thh the plano as melodies are taken phrase

~ by phrase.

Rhythm band work may ‘be f’wxded mto three stages. In Stage 1
the child responds'to the pulse or beat of the music. Having a definite
sense of. pulse it now added in Stage 2 a response to the rhythmic pattern
of the melody. In this he outlines the rhythmic framework by indicating

- tone: lengths and-accents. In Stage 3 the child, feeling a need for finer

interpretation in- his work? now expresses more fully the mood and dy-
namics of his selection.- Moxeover, he can read rhythms and he can also
make_his own scores for the simple folk tunes he is learning. This activ-

v1ty of orchestratmg belongb specifically to Grades Two and Three.

Certam expenences in rhythm must precede the actual formation of

Toaal band Free mtf‘rpretatxon of ;short selections of :definite. mood will come
first.” -For mstance, the children will decide which music. is appropriate for

. giants, for tziries, for elep}-ants, or for mice. Next:the children learn

to dxstmgurh the difference in feeling between: walkmg notes (quarters),

PR
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running notes (eighths), skipping notes (dotted eighths), and the music

. : which belongs to little trotting ponies (sixteenths). Next they learn to
distinguish the different instuments by sound alone. Then they discover
how each is played. The triangle, for example, is suspended by a strap
from the finger and struck inside at the bottom, not at the sides.

Certain procedures simplify the work. In a class of forty, one aroup
will be the band, the other the choir. 1f the music is a folk song or nurs-
v ery rhyme the choir sings the words; if a tune only, they sing /oo or lah.
i The most rhythmic children will form “A” band and the others “B” band.
In the initial stages it is well to use drums and bells only, in the propor-
tion of one to four, and then to gradually add the other instruments. The
playing can be quiet and at same time riythmic without being noisy. The
children stand either in a semi-circle or in two lines behind their instru-
ments, which are on the floor. The conductor says, “Instruments up”’,
and at the conclusion, “Instruments down”, allowing the player to change
places and instruments in successive selections. As all members of the
o band learn to conduct it is a simple matter to select those showing the
? greatest.aptitude for this important post.

The first work of the band will be massed playing in which all instru-
ments play the pulse of the music. Sectional playing, a refinement, now
follows. In Grade I-B this 1s most easily approached through one of the
‘traditional rhymes, for example, “Polly Put the Kettle On”. The children
- decided that the bells will play about Polly and the drums about Sukey.
As the work progesses the other instruments are introduced until in
“Hickory, Dickory, Dock” the drums concentrate in playing the soft tick-
tock of the clock, the tambourines play the tune twice, the triangles play

about the little mouse, and the cymbals tell when the clock strikes one.

L T JE S
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S EO As'soon as the children have developid the feeling for the pattern of
: the music as distinguished from the pulse, and can clap and step the dif-
| " ferent note-lengths, they are ready to orchestrate their music. This ac-
d | . tivity, ‘of . course, applies to Grades II and-III. There are dozens of
simple folk tunes which lend themselves to this type of treatment. “The
Shoemaker's Dance” is an example of a song with four phrases of four
measures each. The class claps the rhythm, ‘then with rhythm pattern!
cards which they select from the blackboard ledge, they build up the
tune;: phrase by phrase, in a manila tag rack similar to those used by .
primary teachers for sentence building. (These rhythm pattern cards
__may be obtained from Curwens Ltd,, London,-or they may be made with
- “music rubber stamps from the same firm.) The orchestration decided
- upon for “The Shoemaker’s Dance” might be as follows: The tambour-

* . ines,will play the first phrase, the triangles'the second phase, the bells the
* third ‘phrase, while the fourth phrase will be taken in sections, the tri-
" angles two measures, the tambourines the next measure and the bells the
" final measure. The drums, directed by the’ steadiest players,  will 'play
"'t every beat of the third phrase and every accented beat cf the last phase.

_“After the band has performed the selection from the rhythm cards in:the

rack or from notes written on the blackboard, the orchestration’is copied
_on“to-a large:chart with the different parts_indicated ‘with colored mark-"
- ings. ;_This;,'char,g:}’ca".ﬁ be ‘added to the children’s: library of band music
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and used at future rehearsals. Children of Grades II and III often make
copiez of these charts for individual use. In scoring a piece of the band
the following suggestions are given:

(a) Every note of the melody rhythm must be written;

(b) Keep the phrasing clear;

{¢) Do nct over-orchestrate; ,

(d) Do not let any instrument wait too long for a turn to play, or
the interest will flag.

Not only is the rhythmic band work desirable in the primary classes
in city schools but the idea possesses possibilities for the ungraded rural
school. The older children in such a group could play instruments with
pitch, for example, shepherd’s pipes, the xylophone, piano or organ. A
rhythm band makes a welcome number at the school concert; members
are simply costumed in hats and capes. The values of this rhythmic train-
ing can not be over-estimated. In addition to the specific values found
in expressing rhythmic feeling and laying the foundatons for further
musical experience, there are thosc largsr values found in appreciating
and discriminating. A rhythm band. can ‘'.us become of the agencies for
experiencing the art of music.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
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A GENERAL ‘COU’RSE IN HIGH SCHOOL ART
By Leow W. L. Manver, John Oliver High School

THE following remarks are intended for the teacher in outlying dis-
tricts of the province faced with the responsibility of teaching High

":School Art.If his art training has been limited the changing curriculum

in art may present a real problem.

Art is no longer a subject for the talented few but for all pupils,
regardless of what their future profession may be. Adequately to meet
their needs the course must be a general one with the aim not only of
creating beauty but also of understanding Art quality, From grade ten
on, the course may be more specialized, but in grade nine a general course
in Art ‘Appreciation is desirable. ’ . :

?\Vhat'will be the objectives of such a-course?

" creative and.applied design;

(1) Efficient - training in appreciation and practical problems of

; (2) ‘Simple problems in drawing to develop graphic expression in

-~ order to express ideas clearly. -

M
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To accomplish these objectives the «cope of the course should include
problems in:

(1) Representational drawing;

(2) Design (creative) constructive;

(2) Design (creative) constructive, decorative and pictorial;
(3) Applied design;

(4) Posters;

(5) Lettering;

(6, Appreciation;

'The course should build up a clear understanding and appreciation
of the basic elements and principles of Art, emphasizing both the thinking
and doing side of Art. Then the teacher will be able to criticize intelli-
gently the problems in terms that the pupils will understand. If we classify
our Art work so that it incorporates these fundamentals the thinking will
be more definite and the knowledge of what constitutes Art quality and
refinement will aid not only in creasting such in the class-room, but after-
wards, in the selection of Art goods for the home.

All Art is composed of the basic elements of line, form, tone, color,
and texture. These elements are arranged according to the various prin-
ciples of reptition, rhythm, proportion, balance and emphasis, etc. There-
fore, the object of a general course would be to provide pupils with a
practical knowledge of the use of these elements and the principles neces-
sary to producing and appreciating Art.

In representational drawing the minimum of direction should be given
by the teacher. Point out such qualities as roundness, hardness, shininess,
and so on, but allow the pupils to evolve their own technique. Under this
heading will come still life, flower studies, buildings, landscapes and figure
drawing. Acquaint the pupils with the various media: pencil, crayon, pen-
and-ink, water color, etc. Excellent material may be collected from well-
known periodicals and used to show the various techniques employed by
artists. ' '

Design covers a large and important field. Good drawing is essential
to good design. Creative problems.should be set involving selection, adap-

“tation and adjustment. One may work from the natural form to the

abstract or.vice versa. It is a good plan to limit the pupil at times to a

few elements such as a square and circle. The use of graph or squared

pap.r.will also help in creating new forms. The pictorial part of design
will afford excellent creative problems. Give the pupil a variety of choice

“and,if possible; let him choose his own subject. Illustrative material and

prints of well-known works of Art are helpful. Spend some time in mak-
ing line analysis of these pictures as they will give the pupil an apprecia-

~tion of what constitutes a_satisfactory. picture. Remember that a design
_must be brought to the test of line and mass composition, failing here, it

fails as a design. .

i

~ Applied design will do much to interest the pupil in Art. The carrying

‘out of the design problem in  different materials teaches the limitations
. and restrictions of the‘craft.. Block-printing, stencilling, soap-carving, are

wo
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some of the crafts that are in reach of all and can afterwards be employed
for the use of leisure time,

Posters form an interesting part of the Art programmne. Here is af-
forded an excellent opportunity to correlate the Art work with other
subjects. The use of colored papers in varied values will aid in showing
the pupils the necessity of simple forms and flat treatment. One's own
particular locality will furnish excellent suggestions which will link up
the subject with Social Studies.

In lettering it is well to attempt only a good basic alphabet such as
the Gothic or Roman. As a supplementary problem, various treatments
of letter forms may be clipped from good magazines, the alphabet com-
pleted and incorporated into the poster.

Color is closely linked with every problem. The values should be
stressed. A design should stand out by a strong feeling of light and dark
rather than by outline. The stronger the contrast the more flagrantly the
faults of the design stand out and one sees the work at its worst. Make
it satisfactory in that pronounced form and you may be sure that it will
be more than satisfactcry in the not ton obviously different values of color.

Art appreciation is not a phase of the subject to be taken separately.
There is a very close relation between actual production of Art and ap-
preciation. A pupil will have a clearer understanding if he actually par-
ticipates, learning of limitations and restrictions through problems. Thus

he will develop a real appreciation and permanent interest and become-

conscious of the great heritage of Art and its practical relation to life.
An appreciation and Art knowledge can be built up without training in
technical proficiency and skill in artistic interpretation. v

We must recognize that we are dealing: with the beginning of a bud-
ding adult mind, that the pupil of high school age is very self-critical;
hence the greater emphasis on appreciation than on technical skill. Teach
him Art qualities and discriminating judgment so that he may function in
life situations and enjoy a richer life.

. MUSIC IN RURAL SCHOOLS
By Corin McDoucaLr, Alexander Robinson School, Haney

1

VERY child, in his youth, should be trained to govern his voice dis-
" creetly and dexterously as he does his hands; and not to be able to

sing should be more disgraceful than not to be able to read or write.”
—Ruskin.

This quotation from Ruskin shows the importance he assigned to the

* . teaching of music. A gquotation from any ore of a dozen or more writers

might have been chosen which would have served equally ‘well to indicate
the place of honor that wise men of the past have claimed for music as
“an element in a- well-rounded education. The need of a child for an ap-
preciation: of good music seems more important today than ever: before.

The radio brings into our homes all kinds of music, trashy as well as
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good, and the following quotation from an article on the radio, appearing
Th a recent issue of Dent's Teachers' Aid, will show which kind of music
seems to be the more prevalent. “To most of us the radio is a nuisance,
allowing some member of the family to let loose a lot of foolish people
in our homes. 1f most of these persons should appear in the flesh and
invade our privacy with their inane talk and blaring music, we would
open the door, take off our coats and throw them out. But we are grow-
ing to pretend that we don’t hear them., When the day comes in which
we shall have better standards in music and culture, the radio will bring
us great pleasure.” Our schools can do more than any other agency to
improve the national standards of musical culture.

Music is too often regarded as a social amenity, the necessity of
preparing programmes for such events as school-closing and Christmas
being its reason d’ctre. It is therefore readily considered the most suit-
able victim of the economy axe. The rural teacher, almost at her wits'
end to find time to cover all the subjects properly, is sorely tempted to
neglect such subjects as are popularly deemed unimportant, especially if
they are subjects on which her class is not to be examined.

Experience, however, that even in an ungraded school, Music can be
a great help in building up a good school spirit, in brightening up the
ciass-room, and in keeping the interest of the children alive. But in order
to get the greatest good out of music, it should not be segregated from

.other subjects, as it lends itself, in one phase or another, to correlation

with most of them. The care in articulation and enunciation that is
necessary to good singing has beneficial effects on hoth the reading and
the spelling. In geography, the children will"form a clearer idea of the
people living in foreign lands from learning ‘some of their folk songs than
they are likely to do from reading geographical text-books. Of coursc,
the factual knowledge can not be dispensed with but the song and the
ideas which it suggests will remain with the child long after most of the
facts are forgotten. In history, too, songs of the period help to make
more real the thoughts and social life of the people of the time. For
example, in getting acquainted with the French period in Canadian His-
tory, some of the old French songs might be found of considerable help;
“Malbrouck” is very useful in this respect, connecting, as it does, events
in Canada with contemporary events in European History. Of course,
the subject that best lends itself to correlation with music is Literature;
the two are almost inseparable, as the early bards and poets usually sang
their poems to the music of the harp or the lute. There was a very real
reason for this, as a good lyric poem takes on new life and meaning when

T sel’to appropriate music. It is well sometimes-to teach two different set-
tings of the same poem by different composers. It is like looking at a

beautiful picture from different angles.

In the rural schools of British Columbia, and especially those of the
Fraser Valley, music is ‘a much neglected subject. Is there any munici-
pality, outside of the cities, where there is any organized effort to teach
“it? <In many schools it is entirely neglected. Nevertheless, these same

" schoals, if they wish to raise mone ‘for sports’-equipment, or any other
)ols, 1t y Y ports’ equig Y

purpose, will try. to put.on a concert, and the teachers will wonder why
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it takes so much time and effort to do so; and even at that, a great deal
of the talent used for these events is often the product of private tuition.
It is quite proper that specially talented pupils should be given a chance
to perform in public, but it is not a good thing for the teacher to be
dependent on them to any extent for her programme. It can be stated
that if music were given its proper place in the curriculum, in practice as
well as in theory, it would be possible for the schools, if they so desired,
to put on entertainments of which they might well be proud and with a
minimum of time and effort spent on their preparation. The finest pro-
grammes are those which are the outgrowth of the daily music lesson.

Perhaps, even if it is not yet possible to have music actually taught in
every ungraded school in the province, but it is quite feasible, without
incurring any extra expense, to have it taught in all the graded schools at
least. Thesz latter schools should have one or more qualified music teach-
ers on the staff. There is no incurable scarcity of such teachers. If school
boards chose to look for teachers properly grounded in music the demand
would create the supply and music could be taught in all graded schools
at all events and in many ungraded schools where it is still neglected.

In order to co-ordinate the teaching and to make for greater efficiency,
music supervisors should take charge in the rural schools as well as in
the city schools. The Fraser Valley should have at least two music super-
visors, one on the North bank and one on the South bank of the river.
The expense, divided up among the different municipalities, would be
almost negligible and would be more than compensated for by increased
efficiency. In this way, the children would have that contact with music
and that joy in music-making which are theirs by every right.

WHEN HIS VOICE GOES DOWN

By MiLprep McManus, Mus. Bac., M .A.,
Kitsilano High Schools, Vancowver, B. C.

WHAT do you do about that boy and his music when his voice_shows

signs of change? Do you encourage him to stop singing because
you feel that he is spoiling the general musical effect? Or do you ask
him to desist because you really don't know what else to do? And then
~do you feel guilty when hie no longer shows interest in‘the music work?

‘That change from treble to manly qualities in a boy’s voice is one of

the indications of the adolescent age:’ The physical and mental changes

«of this pericd of development manifest themselves in his changing out-
look toward life and especially toward his fellow creatures. Now his
social and emotional nature demands expression. Music peculiarly appeals
“-to this age for “by virtue of rhytam, the social organization necessary for
“its expression, its beautify’sordered form, and the purity of its emotional

T range, it legalizes and canalizes emotional experience, so to speak”. So the
- boy, just because his change of voice presents a misunderstood problem,

is. often denied this opportunity for vocal expression. But this need not
“-be-the case. - :

iy
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Let us see just what is happening to his voice at this age. During
adolescence the vocal chords grow to about twice their former length,
resulting in a drop in pitch. This change varies in different boys in re-
gard to (1) the age at which it is manifest; {2) the length of time re-
quired for the complete change; and (3) the rate and progress in the
different stages of change. A boy of fourteen may enter school in Sep-
tember possessing a soprano voice; by Christmas he may show an alto
quality ; by June, there may be signs of a young baritone. IFortunately
for him the change does not often take place so rapidly. What we do
notice is this: the upper tones disappear ; new lower ones take their places;
only a limited range seems comfortable.

Testing and classifying these voices and assigning them to the proper
parts is a necessary and important procedure. Quality, range and ease
are the deciding factors. The soprano is recognized by its unchanged
treble quality, high, clear, perhaps brilliant in its upper range. The boy
alto is a lowering voice; it is round and full especially in its middle or

- lower range. The alto-tenor (called tenor, for short) is the truly chang-

ing voice; the quality is thicker, the range limited often to less than one
octave. The boy bass is the changed voice. The speaking voice is deep
and often resomant. The approximate comfortable ranges of these voices
are as follows: '

First soprano: E (above middle C) to high G; alto: B (below midd'e
C) to C; alto tenor: low F to E (above middle C); and Bass: B-flat
(below middle C) to B flat (one octave lower).

From the boy’s standpoint, comfort and ease are the requisites for the

assignment of his voice to a certain part.

Having tested these voices individually by singing a familiar tune in
a comfortable range, the next question is: What shall these boys sing?
The answer is: part-songs. Not only the condition nf the voices, but the
need of harmonic development discloses the type ¢ & to be done. In
a class-room of boys and girls several types of may be learned.
Two-part songs for soprano and alto may first be «...npted. Boys with
changed voices would sing the alto part an octave lower. More satisfying
from an harmonic point of view are three-part songs, either S.S. A. or
S.A. B. In the former arrangement the boy basses would, of coutse, sing

- the alto part at an octave.

Part-work, where little exercise prevails, could be introduced in this
way.: the teacher plays all parts on the piano, the pupils watch and listen

on its own: each section holds its initial tone until the tuning is perfected;

‘then all move simultaneously, chord by chord. Songs with few changes
" of harmony and with little rhythmic variety are best for early part-work.
‘Suggestions for material for changing voices may be found in the new
" music curriculum for. jnior high' schools.

-+ .Given an opportunity to sing a comfortable part in an interesting song,

" the boy not only:continues ‘the musical training which he began in Grade

oy

intently to one part in particular.. At the next hearing all pupils sing one
-part. After several experiences of this kind the class is ready to proceed
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One hut he gains i over his new voice; this, in turn, assists him in
gaining confidence. In addition to this vocal experience and to listening
to those selections from musical literature which are beyond his power
to produce the adolescent boy is often intensely interested in playing some
musical instrument. It is the age for joining bands and orchestras. A
bay’s musical experience, therefore, need not stop at the time his voice
shosw signs of change. Indeed, it must continue in a normal way right
through the period of mutation. In this way music will contribute its
share of joy to the life of the youth and of the man that is to be.

ART AS NATURAL EXPRESSION
By Vito Cianc, Kitsilano High School, Vancouver

HERE is a mistaken notion thet one must be born with the ability

for drawing. This idea seems to be taken for granted by the
majority of adults, certainly by many teachers, and by too many
children. It is fostered by parents, who nearly always treat artistic
ability as an extraordinary gift from the gods if their offspring have
it, or as an envied possession of other children if they haven't. It
is fostered also by teachers who make too much of pupils possessing
the manual dexterity which they consider an indication of artistic
ability, and to make little of those lacking it.

The idea that one is or is not born with artistic ability is probably
quite unfounded; certainly it cannot be proved. There is no more
reason for considering art an unusual means of expression, possessed
by only a favored few, than for considering writing or speech unusual.

The assumption is made that all children should be able to write
and to speak; not necessarily to produce literature or become orators,
but to express themselves clearly and freely by means of the written
or spoken word. The equally positive assumption can properly be
made, that all children should be able to express themselves clearly
and freely by means of drawing. They need not all be artists in th
real sense of “the word, any: more than -they need be authors::
orators, but the ability to ‘express an idea by means of a sinip

_drawing.can-and should be recognized to be as normal and natur.
- as the ability to express the idea by means of written or spoken word:

The first step to this desired end is to disabuse! the child mind-c
the idea that only a few have the ability to draw.- It should be take

““for granted that everyone can draw. ~This creates an atmosphe
favorable for good work. Then, if the teacher will refrain fro

‘. adverse’ criticism, ignore the mistakes, and take noticr;, of and com

B

‘mend the good features of the pupils’ work, the results “yill be even
“more encouraging. One good drawing or painting favorably com-
" 'mented upon by the teacher will do more towards the correcting of
" mistakes than will be done by calling attention to those mistakes.

“This 'prééé&txre}lénds'itself,better‘v to_so-called imaginative draw-

. ing or dg\zsign;than to still-life-or nature drawing. - Imaginative draw-

ity Y At '
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ing usually follows a class discussion of some idea to be expressed,

some mood to be evoked or some experience to be recorded. The !
child is concerned solely with his own feelings for and expression of

the idea suggested in the preceding .class discussion. There is no

thought of comparing his drawing with that of another. Tt is his own

expression, not to be judged by comparison with his classmates’ work

or by adult standards of naturalistic representation.

Representational drawing requires slightly different methods.

Here there are actual forms to be drawn, to which the pupil’s draw-

ings can be compared. This is often discouraging to the pupil,

especially if he is old enough to Dbe insistent on getting an exact

i rendering of the object. It will be harder, but rot impossible, for the

; teacher to convince the pupil that his drawing is good, when, say, it

is lacking in correct proportion. However, so long as it is a sincere

effort, it is a good drawing, and trifles like proportion need not enter

the discussion at all. It may have captured the character, or the

texture, or the play of color, or any one of the many aspects of a
still-life group so that there will be soniething to commend.

: ~ This method, unfortunately, will allow the occasional lazy or

3 indifferent teacher to gloss over poor or careless work with the

' explanation that since it is the child’s free expression it must be
accepted. There is also a danger that the statement that no adverse

A criticism should be given at first may be taken too fiterally. The
intelligent and sympathetic teacher will, however, readily understand
the proper application of these principles to class practice.

More than ever, in this approach to art in the school, there is the
necessity, for the teacher as a wise guide and prompter. The sug-
gested method calls for a deeper understanding of the workings of

" the child mind in art than does the mere noting of whether a certain ;
fy handle is long enough or a certain leaf is in just the right place. i

At all times, the object of the art lesson should be to encourage
free and uninhibited expression, not merely the photographic render-
ing of appearances. The pupil should never feel ‘that he is doing
something out of the ordinary, and the teacher should never suggest
that he is. - The importance of making pupils realize that drawing is
a$ natural as writing or speaking cannot- be too strongly empha-
sized; especially as out-of-school contacts will usually stress the
-opposite idea. ; P

e o A R R AR 17 A St

. " Teachers themselves will, of course, have to make almost-as much
... use of drawing-as they.do of writing or speaking, and many will find = 't , E . ST
" this embarrassing at first. . However, if they approach the problem ; , o BT EI R
with a willing spirit and a complete disregard of insistence on i " :
- naturalistic  representation -at first, any early awkwardness will
~“disappear, and they will end by drawing as freely.and naturally as
‘their very young pupils. - L , ‘

© ' Leisure _is time for doing something useful; this leisure the diligent
“man will obtain; but the lazy man, never~—Benj. Franklin. Co
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BROADCASTING AND EDUCATION IN MUSIC

N a recent issue of the Education Gazette, (New South Wales), E. A.

Riley lays down the important proposition that if the music course in
the Secondary School is to be educational in the Secondary School sense,
the students must come to it with their minds as well as their ears. This
means training in sensitiveness to many things in music to which the
passive listener is hard of hearing, if not stone deaf' A characteristically
secondary type of musical study is furnished by studies of musical form.
Mr. Riley describes an actual school broadcast on variation form. The
teacher first played his theme, a straightforward setting of “Home, Sweet
Home”, this was chosen becaifse familiarity is condition essential to the
appreciation of the idea of variation. The teacher described this un-
adorned version as a “meagerly furnished room” and suggested that “The
walls might be papered”. He then played his first variation, “Home,
Sweet Home” with a background of rippling chords. The change was
felt directly. The next suggestion was for “some flowers to decorate the
room”, and before playing his second variation he illustrated musical
decorations by a few arpeggios; then he played his second variation with
startling arpeggios in the treble. With suggestive comment carrying fur-

‘ther his house image he played his variation three, a version with great

ti

solid chords. This was followed by variation four in a minor mode;

... presently again the familiar air became a merry dance. Finishing his set

of variations the teacher played a march to set the young folk off for
“Home, Sweet Home”! Not even the least sensitive and intellectual
could fail to know in body and mind what is meant by variation form.
They had begun to experience the musical delight which tracing the
familiar in various metamorphoses may give. This particular broadcast
closed with movements in variation form from two or three of Bee-
thoven’s Sonatas. Before playing each variation the teacher indicated how
it ‘'was achieved.

Training in musical appreciation through the school broadcast may
help bring up a new generation in whose ears the names of master mu-

“~ siclans and ‘master pieces of ‘music will be farml,ar as household words,
- in whose hearts the love af beautiful music wili be deeply imbedded and

in: whos ands the. future of" music may be safely left.

N. ‘4F. B.
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ART IN THE PRIMARY GRADES [
By ANNETTA E. PvE X

HE love of the beautiful has apparently always existed in man, for
we find it disclosing itself in various ways far back in prehistoric
time. Our records of the advances of civilization can be traced in the
growth of Art from the primitive to the high degree of elaboration and C o
perfection achieved in Chinese porcelains, Goielin tapestries, and Gothic R
architecture. N
Like people of long ago, children of today love the beautiful. Even
Lo the smaler children love to see a beautiful flower, % brightly-painted toy
! or a fine picture, though they do not know why. Here, then, is the oppor-
tunity for the teacher. The pictures in the class-rooms should be simple,
clear-cut, highly" colored, and their subject matter should be within the
child’s experience. It behooves the teacher to see that flower pots and
vases are colosful, that bright toys are plentiful, and that gay friezes adorn
the walls or the blackboard. These friezes can be made by the children
themselves and might represent a circus, Noah's Ark, or any other inter-
esting project. : i
A child’s reactions to intensely interesting surroundings are to imitate. ‘ R
Now, we see him trying to copy illustrations from his reader, now to put : P
toys in the room into a picture of his own, or, best of all, we find him : '
creating new pictures—ones never seen until he made them. It is in this
awakening of a dreamer of dreams to become a creator of beauty and a
lover of his tools, albeit they are only a simple pencil and a box of
cscrayons or paints, that the teacher sees the fulfilment of her deepest de-
sires. The little artist will often be seen to stroke and pat his bright,
shiny paper in his sheer delight in it and he feels that same thrill the old
masters must have experienced in mixing their colors.
The ;scope for Illustratior is very great. By observing illustrations
in his reader and good pictures in the class-room the child sees that there
are certain points which make some pictures better than others; he sees
that one has plenty of action and good rousing color, and another is life-
less and the colors unattractive. He may learn by observation something
sabout good spacing—that one part should not be over-crowded and the -
- other part empty; and he may ‘note that the objects-in the picture are
large and easily seen. - ‘ _
" Many people do not know that the ability to express one’s observations - - ;
by drawing is one of the tests of intelligence. In Strathcona School, S
where a large percentage of the school population is non-English speak-
ing, the usual 'standardized intelligence tests for beginners are impossible.
So on his first day at-this school the child is asked to draw (from mem-
" ory) a picture of a man.” This is a test of the child’s ability—to remember
the detzils of a man’s appearance. The crudity of the drawing is not con-
- sideréd, but the number of details recorded is scored. By means of this ; ,
test- the children are divided into. three groups:according to ability. No : R B
* test is infallible, but there'are a few who get into the wrong group. The ’ )
- “'majority remain as first _classified, '
<7t In the Vancouver schools each child is given an opportunity to exp.css
himself by picture and story. ‘Each child has his ‘own printing-book. Half
of. the page is reserved for the illustration of his reading.lesson, or of
some:topic discussed in a:language lesson.” The other half of the page is
-~-for printing. e
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In Grade 1-B, sentences about the illustration are printed below it,

the child usually being permitted to copy from his primer or from the
blackboard. In Grade 1-A the child learns to make up his own stories
by printing answers to the questions on the blackboard. In Grade 11-B he
is encouraged to make up his own simple story. Correlation between pic-
ture and printed word helps in fixing vocabulary and is a great aid to
reading, spelling and composition.

The Art lessons vary from day to day, depending upon the project
invalved. 1f the farm is under consideration, the children may illustrate
its various aspects. To do so they must first learn certain of the simple
animal forms. Tf a child sees that a dog’s body is longer than it is wide,
that it is based upon the rectangular shape, he can enlarge upon this
form and change it into a cow with its larger head and horns, a horse
with its long shaped head, and so with many other animals. He can also
see that a chick’s body and head are round in shape and that bird’s bodies
are longer and more oval. By encouraging the child to make these gen-
eral observations the teacher can train him to represent them with greater
fidelity to form.

Then the class may make the farm house, decorating it with lace or
paper curtains, flower boxes, attractive doors, windows, and shutters, not
neglecting flowers beds, fields, fences and out-buildings. The farmer, his
wife and children, may also be cut out, and simple borders and all-over
patterns may be put on their clothes.

To complete the project the children may cut the furniture or make it
of discurded spools, boxes, etc. They may either upholster it with scraps
of cretunne or they may themselves draw their own simple all-over pat-
terns on plain material. Dishes may be made from clay or plasticene;
rugs may be woven on cardboard or wooden looms.

At the same time the record of farm life may be kept in a booklst.
The cover must first be planned. By observing bocks in the room and
library the child notices that some covers have a simple illustration with
some lettering, others have the lettering alone, and some have an all-over
pattern worked out on them. The knowledge acquired by the child in-
carrying out this part of the project should be utilized in many other ways.
The child loves repetition, so, if he makes an all-over pattern or border
design on a book cover, he often wants to do another on a dress for a
paper doll, a pretty basket, etc.

Children may use simply drawn forms to illustrate phonetic words, or
new words and phrases in their reading lessons, especially in connection
with their blackboard printing lessons.

Always in the Art or Handwork period the work should be motivated

by the idea of the enrichment of life. Everything we touch or use has had
the creative spirit behind it-so the child should be stimulated to give rein

to his creative inmpulses. At the same time he should be lead to recog-

inize the difference between good and bad design, and good and bad color
‘combinations, whether in a house, a piece of furniture, or a dress. The
aim of Art teaching is to refine and beautify everything in everyday life.
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WHAT WE ARE READING

Economic Citizenship—Lapp & Ross—D. C. Heath & Co. (Copp Clark
In Canada, 1934).

Although this is an American publication it will be found most useful
in the teaching of elementary economics and in the study of vocational
civics in Canadian Junior High Schools. The material is divided into
six units: The world of work; The importance of LEducation; The actual
field of work; Management of income; Retirement; and The citizen anu
the community. At the end of each chapter are: A list of problems and
projects ; words and phrases to be looked up; questions for discussion or
debate; suggestions for the student’s serap book ; and references for fur-
ther study. The book is well illusirated and will appeal to the average
pupil in grade 7, 8 or 9. Of particular value are such chapters as those
on “Preparation for work”, “\What is success?”’, “Qualities that make
success”, and “Budgeting the income”.—O. M. SANFORD.

* * * * * *

Hozw to Find the Right Vocation. By Harry Dexter Kitson. Published by
Harper & Brothers, 1929.

Are you tired of gnawing on the dry hard-tack of professional litera-
ture? Do you want something easy to read, yet meaty? Then try this
book by Kitson. He is a professor of education in Teachers’ College,
Columbia University, and was formerly president of the National Voca-
tional Guidance Association. His amusing pen and ink sketches and
illustrative stories are the baking powder that makes his useful infor-

*mation light and digestible. This information is meant to go directly to

the consumer—the person seeking vocational guidance.

Kitson believes that at least half of the people who worki are dis-
satisfied with the jobs into which they have been tumbled. (How terribly
true it must be for those youngsters who were forced by the circumstances
of the last few years to reach for the first job—no matter what it was.)

Most people have little idea how to go about relieving their dissatis-
faction. They grouse and grope—much like the young fellow whom
Kitson tells about. He knew he wanted another job-—a fitting vocation—
and asked’ everywhere about it. e went to a graphologist, who said that
his writing showed him to be a great engineer. His girl-friend dragged

- him off to Lilla, who “tells your present, past, and future”. There he

{ound. that his hand corresponded exactly with  that of Mr. Stull, presi-
dent of Consolidated:Banks. And so on and so on. Tumbling about, the

boy was pulled in different directions by these who undertook to predict
“his future career, .

The author ‘shows that a man is not cut out {for one: particular job.
On the contrary, he may be fitted into"diny of a great number of them.
Franklin was a printer,-author, physicist, diplomat and inventor. And
as for being “born” to a vocation, Mr. Kitson scon “debunks” such-say-
ings. - Graham McNamee and Charles Lindberg could hardly have been

‘born to their work, their vocations did not exist when they were born.
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Thus the question becomes not “What vecation am 1 fit for?” but “IFor A
what occupations may 1 fit myself ?”

The vocation searcher is shown how to gather, from books, people, _ :

and experience, relevant information on different walks of life. IFor
example, a person may be interested in following journalism. He may
start with a study of the career of 5. S. McLure, noting very definite
things such as his educational and family background, age, salary, cte.
Then going to biographies of such men as Edward Bok, Jack London,
and Joseph Pullitzer, he can obtain a composite picture of the way in
which to become a journalist, and may also count the cost in time, effort,
and money involved.

The reader is warned to discount his father's desire that hie be a ‘
broker when he knows he is suited to music, He must not allow himself
to be swayed by hero-worship, sentiment, and the like, buf should be
governed by the answers to questions such as the following:

(1) How much intelligence is needed for this cccupation?
(2) How much education do I require for it?
(3) Will it stimulate and satisfy me mentally?

f (4) Am I interested in it?

(5) Does it suit me physically ?

(6) Does it have a good economic future?

(7) Does it place me in the society I like?

= Mr. Kitson, still very practical, also gives definite methods of train-

ing for and obtaining desired employment. He even tells how and why
i to get a raise! Does that whet your curiosity? His recipe is a good one, :
but not infallible.. However, the book is full of valuable information and
suggestions well put. You will enjoy reading it. C.F.B.

* * * * * *

Selected Essays and Critical Writings. By A. R. Orage. Edited by Her-
et bert Read and Prof. Denis Saurat, “The New English Weekly”, 38
{ ‘ Cursitor St., London, E.C. 4. Price: 10/6.

_ It would be eusy to introduce Orage to a wider public than he now

B has by quoting from some of the most noted thinkers or men of letters

5 S -of the day. Such giants as G, D. H. Cole, Edwin Muir, Holbrook Jack-
son, George Bernard Shaw, Major C. H. Douglas, Middieton Murry, !
~sts Storm Jameson, H. G. Wells, Ezra Pound, Richard Aldington,
Hilaire Belloc, and Carios Williams, pay tribute to one whose love of

T mankmd amounted to a passion, and who never shirked ﬁndmor himself
alone’on the side of the truth. :

i e i

The series of essays which I here recommend illustrates his work as

- a man of letters. It is hard for me to select what werds to use in urging

-such vigorous and beautiful writing upon my colleagnes. As I close the , - L
volume from time to time after re-reading some of the sections into which S : R

it is divided, I find myself inclined. to mscrxbe on the ﬂy-leaf “For he =
-wrote as'one having authority’and not as the. intellectuals”, dlscrlmmatmg '
- between intellectualism and mtelhgenCP ‘For there' is a dli’ference I pre-
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sume, between a man led by the nose by the laws of reason along the
highway of thought and spirit so informed with the principles of reason
that these become a dominant instinct. Ome naturally thought of Orage
as being supremely intelligent without vegarding him as an intellectual.
The subjects of these essays range over what in the whole field of litera-
ture is forever topical, illustrated from themes or writers of the present
and past.

I conclude with a few quotations from one or two of those whom
I have called the giants. G. K. Chesterton: “Anyone called upon casually
to count our best writers on his fingers would probably have left out
Orage, because he was so important.” T S. Elliott: “Some will remem-
ber him as the best literary critic of his time in London.” The late
George W. Russell (A.E.): “Laoctze says, ‘To see a thing in the germ,
this 1 call intelligence’, and Orage had that intelligence.”

—A. V. McNEILL.

* ® * * * *
Sense and Structure in English Composition and Aim and Order in Eng-
lish Composition. By B, C. Diltz and H. M. Cochrane; (60c each).

Models and Projects for English Composition. By B. C. Diltz; (85¢).
Toronto: Clarke, Irwin & Co., Ltd., 1932-'33.

1 have familiarized myself somewhat recently with a valuable series

“of Composition texts for High School English teachers. Although pro-

duced in Ontario, the subject matter can fit very easily into our British
Columbia course.

These books have two advantages over many of their contemporaries.
(1) They are the work of two Canadians actively engaged in the teach-
ing ‘of Composition.. (2) They have been arranged to follow an entire
Canadian High School course, and therefore the contents move consecu-
tively rather than concentrically.

Sense and Structwre in English Composition is for use in Grade IX;
At and Order in Composition is for Grade X; Models and Projects
covers Grades XI and XII. The purpose of each book is stated in a
valuable foreword from which one or two quotations will show con-

- clusively. the basic ideas of the texts.

In the Grade IX book we find as some of the authors’ aims—To fix

--attention ‘on’ the sentence-—To make the structure of the sentence the

basic. unit—To teach the functions of the essentials of graramar—To pro-
vide periodical assignments for creative writing. In the next volume one
aim is—To fccus attention on the simpler forms of paragraph structure.
The last of the series states as its aim~To make students think—To pro-

vide an abundance of specimens of English prose for models.

One especiélly helpful feature in the Grade IX and Grade X texts,

‘respectively, is-the inclusion at regular intervals of Achievement Tests.
‘This is found in_very few other books for use in this subject.

T have used all of these books as supplementary works and can recom-

mend ‘them heartily. ‘ ‘ —E. G. H.
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New Bearings In Euglish Poctry. 3y F. Ro Leavis, Published by Charto
and Windus, London, 1932,

A eritical discussion of the significant {eatures of contemporary
poetry, The author undertakes (o relate poetry and the moderse world
and o show in what way contemporary poetry is a departure from ithat
of the Great Romantics and of the Victorian and Georgian era. In esti-
miating the worth of modern poets, Mr. Leavis saye, “There are so many
of them that, & century hence may appear a kind of Composite Poet;
there may be 300 excellent poems proceeding from poets mostly not so
very great, but well worth remembering a century hence.”

A chapter is devoted to the situation at the end of the War with special
emphasis on Hardy, Yates, and De la Mare. In a chapter on each the
author discusses the important contribution of T. S. Eliot, Ezra Pound
ana Gerald Manley Hovkins to the poctic movement. 1 found tnis a
readable boek with a good amount suggestion material, of particular in-
terest to those teachers dealing with modemn poetry~—C. G, Browx.

w

EDUCATION IN CITIZENSHIP

The social function of education will give to Civics an important place
in school life. The community interests of the school call for definite
organization, and all group activities are, of necessity, preliminary and
basic to the larger and more responsible undertakings of adult life. TFrom
the first day of school to the last, the individual pupil must make adjust-
ments in the performance of duties and in respecting, not only a just
authority, but also the rights and feelings of others. To these ends the
way and manner of lessons, activities, and games transcend in social value
the measurable items of subject matter. It is the inward response of the
pupil that is all-important. The child should feel his citizenship in the
class and school and the very need for his honorable participation in all
worthy activities of his group. Pupils should learn to share, co-operate
and-to lead with that grace of manner which is inseparable from culture
and refinement. Civics in junior classes will include all those conscious
efforts to enable each child to do and be his best'as one of a group. The
relations of one child to another and to the whole must bring  into
practice those qualities that exalt both the individual and the nation. In

- the senior classes of the Elementary School the organization and instruc-

tion will be increasingly concerned with the world of affairs outside. The
idea of law and government should gradually acquire meaning for these
pupils and the possibilities of their own contributions to the welfare of
society should arise in their minds. R

%Fram Report of British Columbia Commitice o Educational Philosophy.

True humor springs not more from the head than from the heart; it

~is not contempt, its essence is love; it issues not in laughter, but in still

smiles, which lie far deeper. It'is a sort of inverse sublimity, exalting, as

it were, into our affections what is below us, while sublimity draws down

into our:affections what is above us.—Carlyle, Essays.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF M..Y NEWS

By 1. E. Gisnarn, Magee b & onool, ancowver

RIC W. Hamber was appointed
Licutenant-Governor of British
Columbia on May 1.
* * *

D. B. Plunkett, M.P., Victoria,
died at Ottawa on May 3. The
by-clection is set for June 8.

2 * *

Effective June 1, Premier Aber-
hart announced reduction of iuter-
est on Alberta’s $160,000,000 public
debt to an average of 214 per cent.
under authority of the new Treas-
uary Act, saving the province over
$3,000,000 aanually. He also an-
nounced on May 28 that *“Prosper-
ity Ronds” would be issued in pay-
ment for certain public works, the
certificates requiring a 2 per cent.
stamp weekly and being redeemable

monthly.

* * *
Dr. A. E. Housman, far.-us
classical scholar, professor, and

poet, author of ‘A Shropshire Lad”,
died on May 1, aged 77.
* * *

Testifying Dbefore - the Royal
Commission on arms manufacture
ot May 6, Llcvd George made a
strong plea for nationalization, de-
claring the breakdown in private
arms manufacture in 1914 resulted
ir._hundreds oi thousands of cas-
ualtices.

* *

Having already been defeated by
its. own back-benchers on  the
Hoare-Laval plan and on reduced
pay for women in the civil servicz,
the Baldwin Government -found
the opposition raised by amend-
ments ‘to its Coal Mines Reorgan-
ization Bill to appease owners so
strong. that it consented to postpone
second.  reading - indefinitely on
May 20. ’

Field Marshal Viscount Allenby,
victor of Jerusalem, collapsed at
his writing desk on May 14 and
dicd almost immediately.  On April
28 he had contributed another to
the series of important  rectorial
addresses of dinburgh University
which includes Barrie’s ‘Courage”,
when he denounced narrow nation-
alism as selfish jealousy and advo-
cated a world state wherein neigh-
bors can live without molestation.
(Address  reproduced in World
IWide, May 23, p. 404).

* *

Though no evidence was pro-
duced to show he had revealed any
information about the budget, pub-
licity given to the fact two friends
of his had insured aguiust in-
creased taxation two days before
the increases came made Rt. Hon.
J. H. Thomas feel obliged to resign
as Secretary for the Colonies on
May 22. W. G. A. Ormsby-Gore
was named on May 28 to succeed
him.

* * *

The Pulitzer prizes for Ameriran
literature for 1935 were announced
on May 4 as follows:

Drama: “Idiot’s Delight” by
Robt. E. Sherwood ;

Novel: “Honey in th> Horn” by
Harold L. Davis;

History: “The Constitutional
History of the United States” by
A. C. McLaughlin;

Biography: “The Thought and
Character of William James” by
R. B. Perry;

" Verse: “Strange Holiness” by
R. P. Tristram Coffin.
* * *

W. A. Patterson, president of
United Airlines, claimed on May 7
realizaiion of the “robot” pilat able

i
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|

In order that members may
have adequate, sound and inex-
pensive insurance for

Health and Accident

the Federation have secured
the experienced services of the

UNION
INSURANCE
SCCIETY OF

CANTON
LTD.

(A British Company}

Western Canada Branch Office:
YORKSHIRE BUILDING,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

But the members mus} support
their own scheme in order to
ensure its continuance.

| - FOR ALL TYPES OF VACATION
COVERS see the Agents of the
Society and the Federation.

Crossley Insurance
~ Limited

516 STANDARD BANK BUILDING
" VANCOUVER, B.C.
PHONE: TRINITY 6516

if  to land ships “blind” in total dark-

ness or heavy fog.
* * *

Creation of heavy atoms by de-
struction of light ones was an-
nounced on May 8 by a University
of Chicago physical chemist and
advanced as evidence that the uni-
verse recrcates itself as it disin-
tegrates.

* * *

A  new contract for the
$200,000,000 a year anthracite in-
dustry, including a 35-hour week,
was reached at a conference of
miners and owners of United
States on May 7.

On May 21 management and
labor announced an agreement on
“dismissal wages” for workers dis-
placed by railroad cousolidation.

* * *

The Irish Free State Senate is
abolished by a bill finally passed on
May 28.

* * *

Australia has voted $35,000,000

for defense in 19306.
* * *

Dr. F. E. Townsend and two
aides in the Old Age Revolving
Pensions Plan were cited on May
28 for trial in a federal court for
contempt in refusing to testify to a
House committee.

* * *

The French gereral elections on
May 4 gave the parties of the Right
101, parties of the Centre 137, and
parties of the Left (Popular Front)
375 including 115 Radicals, 179
Socialists, and 81 Communists.
Leon Blum, leader of the United
Socialist Party, announced on May
10 he would accept the Premiership
and on May 13 Radicals and Com-
munists  assured their support
though the Communists refused to
enter the ministry on the ground
that reactionaries would use it as
propaganda against the new  Gov-
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erument.  Assurance that the new
Government would not inflate
checked a flurry o.. the Bourse and
flight from the {ranc but scems to
have heen a cause of the uneasiness
among workers which led to an
epidemic of strikes at the month-
end.
* *

War Minister General von Blom-
berg on May 4 gazetted an order
for a S-kilometer “demilitarized
zone” along the French, Belgian,
and Czechoslovakian horders to
prevent border incidents.

* *

An alleged plan for a Nazi putsch
on May 1 was apparently spoiled by
the last-minute arrest of 18 leaders.
An attack on Prince von Starhem-
berg’s castle on May 24 was alleg-
edly made by German-trained
Nazis. Seventy members of a Ger-
man Nazi organization in Polish
Silesia were accused of high treas-
on on May 20 because of an alleged
plot to separate the section from
Poland.

*

* *
Premier Azana became President

of Spain by a vote of 754 to 120 on

May 10 and a new cabinet under

Santiago Quioga was formed three

days later.
* * *
Prince Ernst van Starhemberg
was dropped from the Austrian
cabinet on May 14 and the next day
Chancellor Schuschnigg. ordered
dissolution of private armies. As-
sured of the friendship of Musso-
lini and the enthusiastic loyalty of
the Heimwehr, the prince is still an
important figure in public life and
has - declared the  Heimwehr will
never disafm nor be absorbed in the
pational militia.
* *
Haile Selassie and his family
fied from Addis Ababa on May 2
for England via Djibouti and

Haifa. The Ethiopian capital was
subject to pillage till the entry of
an ltalian army under  Marshal
Badoglio on May 5. On May 10
Mussolini  declared  thiopia  an-
nexed and Vietor LEmmanuel em-
peror with  Badoglio as  viceroy.
More than 1500 arrests were ve-
ported in Addis Ababa in the next
two weeks for looting and other
causes, those convicted being shot
ir. batches of 40 or 50. Bearing
arms is a capital offence. Baron
Aloisi withdrew from the League
Council on May 11 and on May 10
left Geneva. The Council there-
upon resolved to continue present
policies to June 15 and to adjourn
all discussion of the Italo-Ethiopian
question to that date. Mussolini
meanwhile has renounced any fur-
ther colonial ambitions and, despite
Anthony Eden's open accusation
Italy fabricated evidence that Ethi-
opian forces had been supplied with
dum-dum ammunition by British
firms, has sought friendly relations
with Britain apparently in hopes of
a loan to aid in utilization of pres-
ent gains.
* * *

Premier Baldwin on May 14
hoped the League Covenant would
be reformed so that the United
States, Germany and Japan could
be persnaded to join. Premier-elect
Blum on May 22 announced his
policy would be unequivocal fidelity
to the League Covenant, mainten-
ance and extension of the present
system of treaties of non-aggres-
sion and mutual assistance, and
close co-operation with Britain
which had been hindered in its
peace policy by France. The Little
Entente on May 7 declared itself
unalterably  opposed to Hapsburg
restoration in Austria or to change
with regard to boundaries, militar-
ization or independence in Central
Europe.
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The LEgyptian election on May 3
gave the WALD  (Nationalist
Party) 103 seats as against 50 for
all other groups.

* * *

Mr. Anthony Eden on May 25
protested against anti-British pro-
paganda radioed from ltaly to
Palestine and India weckly in the
native tongues. Many Jews were
killed during the month and before
the end of the month terrorism had
grown to such proportions that
British residents  were  evacuated
from three important towns and
clashes between troops and Arabs
mounted to a state of war. On May
18 Britain decided to appont =
royal commission to investigate the
causes of the trouble on the spot.
The British have scized both com-
munist (alleged) and anti-commun-
ist propaganda intended to aid the
Arab cause.

* * *

The British Govr .nment on May
6 declared itse'l opposed to any
plan for sharing mandated cclonies
with such countries as Germany.

* * *

Concentration of Japanese troops
in North China, seizure of Peiping
railroad stations, interference with
Chinese customs laws and the grow-
ing dissatisfaction of the Cantonese
with its inactivity forced the Kuo-

‘Min-Tang to adopt a policy of

strong opposition: to Japanese ag-
gression and to start massing of
troops in the north at the end of
the month.

* * *
Census figures on May 27 an-

nounced Tokio as the world’s third
city with a population of 5,875,667,

STEADY
SCREEN
PICTURES

An essential in which FILMO Pro-
jectors are supremel

Perfect steadiness of motion pictures
on the screen is necessary to safe-
guard the eyesight of pupils. There
must be no trace of jumpiness,
either vertically or laterally.

"Floating Film", an exclusive feat-
ure of FILMO Projector design
whereby the film “floats" under
perfect control past all film hand-
ling parts, prevents film ccratching
and thus further safeguards eyesight.

"Metered Lubrication”, another ex-
clusive Bell & Howell advantage,
assures the continuance of FILMO'S
original superior performance.

ASK YOUR NEAREST FILMO DEALER FOR
A DEMONSTRATION TODAY, OR WRITE

ASSOCIATED
SCREEN NEWS

LIMITED

5271 Waestern Avenue, Montreal, Que.
2! Richmond St. East, Toronto, Ont.




PROVINCIAL DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. VICTORIA

er School o[ eachers |

n
Victoria and Vancouver
JULY 6th TO AUGUST 7th, 1936

Courses for Normal School Refresher Courses for
: Students Returning for Second Certificated Teachers
[ 1
Year's Work IN VICTORIA
IN VICTORIA Courses 1.-9. and the following:
Y
Course I—-ompulsory. Choice of (0. EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY.
i }hree Nmor';a courses may be made 1. ﬁlﬁg%AkP?gEgﬁ_SKS)ilNelNG AND
i rom No. 2 to 9. 12. ORCHESTRAL MUSIC.
i . SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION AND 3. PENMANSHIP.
! TECHN!CUE OF TEACHING. 14, APPLIED ART.
2. PRIMARY. 15. SHORT STORY _}NRITING.
16. DRAMATIC ART.
> I(?)Nfaung\ignARTs' 17. PUPPET THEATRE ART.
() Composition | 1.-VL, & VI1-IX 18, LECTURES ON SOME NEW TYPES OF
() Grammar <Yl &SR SCHOOL ORGANIZATION.
d " 19. TYPEWRITING. -
(d) Penmanship. 20. FRENCH. {Up to Senior Matriculation.
4. READING AND LITERATURE. ) Written and Conversational}.
5. SOCIAL STUDIES. IN VANCOUVER

S a) Geography—I.-Vi., & VIL-IX. -
{b) History and Cw]c;. etc—I.-Vi., & 21. ART COURSES AT VANCOUVER

VH-IX, SCHOOL OF DECORATIVE AND
APPLIED ART.
6. ARITHMETIC—I.-VI,, 22. HOME. ECONOMICS COURSE IN
GENERAL MATHEMAT]CS—V” -IX. CLOTHING.
7. ELEMENTARY SCIENCE—L-VL., & Teacher-Training Courses
GENERAL SCIENCE—VIi.-IX. in Victoria 7 f
8. HEALTH AND PHYSICALEDUCATION 3 music  FOR ELEMENTARY AND ;,
L) Hoolthd Wl & VILIC JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH i
(b} Plezsical Education— SCHOOL CERTIFICATES.
24. MANUAL TRAINING FOR ELEMENT-
{c) Folk- Uancmg—-l VI, & Vil IX.. ARY AND JUNIOR AND SENIOR
9. "FINE AND INDUSTRIAL ARTS. - - HIGH SCHOOL CERTIFICATES.
' (a) Music—I.-VI., & VIL:IX. 7 25.- COMMERCIAL - SUBJECTS FOR JUN-
) (lnc iiding Musnc Apprecwhon and “{OR AND SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
- Choral) CERTIFICATES.
(b) At -and Art Appreciation—I.-Vi. . -26. PHYSICAL EDUCATION  FOR ELE.
Vil.-IX. MENTARY AND JUNIOR AND SEN-
(c]/,?lndusff}ial Arts—1.VL, & VIL-IX. . 1OR HIGH SCHOOL CERTIFICATES,
L ,f For Booklef iving full particulars of Courses apply fo:
o giving full p pply
DlRECTOR OF SUMMER SCHOOL, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION .
' VICTORIA B C
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Eqmppmg the Schoal

BLACKBOARD
BELLS
BOOKCASES
CHAIRS

‘CHALK

CLOCKS

DESKS
DICTIONARIES
DUPLICATORS
EXERCISE BOOKS
FOOLSCAP
GLOBES
INKS
JANITORS' SUPPLIES TABLES

KINDERGARTEM THERMOMETERS

SUPPLIES
TOILET PAPER

:11325& AGE and TOWELS

PAINTS . TRIMMING BOARDS
PLASTICINE WINDOW SHADES

A timely reminder for a check-up on your stock of School
Equnpmen’r We shall be happy to supply your requirements

ﬂaﬂm & Stuart (o,

. I.lMlTE.D
- THE SCHOOL SUPPLY HOUSE

: Sfahoners, Printers, Engravers, Bookbinders
Phone: Trlndy 1341 550 Seymour Sfrgei. Yencouver. B.C. -
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