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Over 100 illustrations, carefully 
chosen for their educational value, 
brighten its 327 pages. Over 200 
sketch maps, graphs and tables offer 
valuable aid to both pupils and 
teachers, Thought-provolcing exercises 
interspersed throughout the text 
assist In the mastery of essential 
concepts. It conclude: with an 
Appendix presenting valuable statist
ical material in convenient form and 
an index which gives the pronuncia
tions of the difficult place names. 

N O W AVAILABLE. / a 

TWO NEW BOOKS OF VITAL M E R E S T 
TO OUR TEACHERS! 

A WORLD G E O G R A P H Y FOR CANADIAN S C H O O L S 
By V. L. DENTON and A . R. LORD 

W e have no hesitation in announcing this book as the outstanding 
contribution in its field to appear to date in Canada. W e know that 
it is the book for which our teachers have been looking and that it 
will receive the welcome which it deserves. 

For use in Grades VII, VII! and High 
School, its approach to the subject is 
economic, for, as the authors say in 
their Introduction: "What the people 
of a given region are doing is the 
important thing In Geography". But 
while this sentence offers a Icey to the 
contends* of -the book it conveys 
nothing of the fascination and vivid 
interest of the presentation. Through 
its pegus Geography becoms a vital, 
living thing. Its importance on our 
Courses of Study needs no other 
emphasis. 

Price, $1.90 per copy 

MY W O R K BOOK IN PHONICS 
By J . E . R. FISHER 

To those teachers already familiar with the R E A D I N G W O R K B O O K 
FOR BEGINNERS and NUMBER W O R K B O O K FOR BEGINNERS 
by the same author, this new book will require no introduction. 

Phonics must retain a valuable place in language training in the 
lower grades and this book will be welcomed as an efficient aid to 
their mastery. It contains 64 pages of carefully graded exercises in 
an attractive format, similar to that used for the two books above 
named. The exercises may be worked as the various sounds are 
taught or, in the case of pupils retarded through illness or otherwise, 
may be taken consecutively. 

Price, 45c for single copis or 35 cents per copy for class use 
plus postage from Vancouver. 

Orders for our Publications should be sent direct to I R E L A N D & A L ' L A N L T D . , 
o49 Granville Street, Vancouver, who are now acting as our distributors. 

J. M. Dent & Sons (Canada) Ltd. 
PUBLISHERS 

224 Bloor St. W . , ^"^SSS^ 1300 Robson St., 
Toronto, Ont. ^jgjpr Vancouver, B. C . 
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A T this place in our last issue, we hack farewell to Mr. J . H . Creigh-
ton as representative of the Secondary Teachers' Association 

upon the Editorial Board of The B. C. Teacher. As yet no successor 
to Mr. Creighton has been appointed. 

* * * * * 
A correspondent has asked us to open the pages of The B. C. 

Teacher for publication of original poetry by members of our frat
ernity. Meanwhile, we content ourselves with the following familiar 
quotation: 

When 'Omer smote 'is bloomin' lyre, 
He'd 'eard men sing by land an' sea ; 

An' what he thought 'e might require, 
' E went an' took—the same as me! . . . 

They knew 'e stole; 'e knew they knovved. 
They didn't tell, nor make a fuss, 

But winked at 'Omer down the road, 
A n ' 'e winked back—the same as us! 

We do not know precisely the nature of the instrument that 
Homer smote but we are inclined to think that it was the classical 
prototype of the editorial typewriter. If any body suggests that this 
idea had its origin in the fact that there is a good Anglo-Saxon 
homonym for the word "lyre", let him be anathema. We understand 
that that is Hebrew for a wish that he may stew in his own juice. . 

* * * * * 
The point of the foregoing quotation from Kipling will be appre

ciated by various authors and editors who, on examining this issue of 
The B. C.Teaclier, will realize that we have, been following the prece
dent set by Homer. 
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This girl is studying under a lamp that reflects 
right into her eyes. The light is inadequate for 
continued work ind would eventually affect her 
eyesight. A t present it is slowing up her studies, 
and she can't understand why she seems dull 
compared with other students. 

The remedy is proper light—at least 20 to 30 
footondles for studying. 

Everyone, especially school children and students, 
should have his or her eyes e:rarnined periodically 
and then have a check-up made of the home lighting. 

Phone Seymour S1S1 for an appointment. 

B . C . E L E C T R I C R A I L W A Y C O M P A N Y 
H O M E L I G H T I N G D E P A R T M E N T 



.•IXUARY, 1936 Pay,: Three 

Io Mr. D. A. Bates and Thc Teachers' Magazine, the official organ 
of tlie Provincial Association of Protestant Teachers of Quebec, we are 
indebted for the delightful essay entitled "Character, Good Citizenship 
and the Good Life." We wish that the limitations of our space had not 
compelled us to cut it somewhat. If in Quebec there are many educa
tional thinkers with Mr. Bates' professional equipment and capacity for 
forcible expression, British Columbia will have to look to its laurels 
in the matter of leadership in educational reform. 

* * * * * 
From the official organ of our colleagues in Alberta we have lifted 

the report of an interesting and suggestive bit of educational research, 
upon which Mr. J . W . Chalmers and the Alberta Teachers' Association 
are to be congratulated. It will be followed, in due course, by another 
article stolen from the same source and dealing with a relative topic. 
The members of our own British Columbia Teachers' Federation Research 
Committee and many other readers will be sure to find these essays inter
esting and suggestive. 

* * * * * 
A somewhat sensational news item in the daily press recently called 

attention to alleged dissatisfaction on the part of certain ratepayers in 
the Peace River District. A very full report of the proceedings of the 
resulting mass meeting of the Baldonncl ratepayers has been published 
by The Peace River Block News. It seems evident that we have been 
listening io the terrifying reverberation of a tempest in a teapot. After 
Dr. Plenderleith had presented a characteristically careful statement of 
the facts relative to the organization of the Peace River Large Adminis
trative Unit and of the advantages which his courageous experiment has 
already brought to the school children and ratepayers of that district, 
the voters concerned adopted a resolution of thanks, and by an over
whelming majority endorsed the new scheme and pledged co-operation 
with the Department. The B. C. Teacher has arranged with a number 
of representatives of the Peace River District to report for its readers 
their own reaction to the changes that have been inaugurated. It will be 
remembered that in the October issue we published an article in the 
same connection written by Mr. L . P. Macrae. Elsewhere in this number 
our readers will find what Mr. C. Dudley Gaitskell, of Dawson Creek, 
iias to say on thin subject. If the Peace River experiment justifies itself, 
it will undoubtedly involve a reconstruction of school administration all 
over British Columbia, and no teacher can afford to be ill-informed 
about it. 

* * * * * 
The special attention of all our readers is called to the announce

ments regarding Education Week and the Easter Convention. 
* * * * * 

We very much regret that the pressure upon cur space has compelled 
us to omit or postpone the publication of a number of valued contribu
tions which we had hoped to make available to our readers in this 
number of The B. C. Teacher. 
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T 
L I G H T U P O N S C H O O L C O S T S . 

H E accompanying graph, borrowed from School Finance in British 
Columbia, the report which Thc B. C. Teacher has been so insistently 

urging all members of the Federation to study as one of the most 
important documents issued in the course of educational history in this 
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Dominion, throws interesting light upon why the cost of secondary 
education has been increasing disproportionately in relation to that of 
elementary education. 

A glance at the graph reveals that there has been little increase in 
total enrolment in British Columbia schools in thc last twenty-five years. 
As a mailer of fact, the total number of births per annum has been 
almost stationary since 1913, and the birth-rate per thousand has been 
almost cut in two. 

But look at the curve showing annual percentage of increase in enrol
ment in the high schools of the province! 

While the increase in the enrolment in elementary schools has been 
almost negligible, dial recorded in the case of our secondary schools is 
very striking. 

It is to be remembered that the total population of the province was 
in 1933 some 68 per cent, greater than it was in 1913. That means, of 
course, that there has been, year by year, an increasing proportion of 
adults, and therefore an increasing number of tax-payers to support the 
education of ?. declining child population. 

Learning is facilitated by the satisfactions that accompany it and is 
made difficult when the process is encumbered by dissatisfactions. There 
is nothing in this to suggest the easy or the weak in school methods. The 
satisfactions of the learning process will be greater when the school is 
well governed, ably directed, and working intelligently. 

^iiiiianiiiiaiinniifniiyiii'iiiiiiiiiii^MiiuiniinniiiiniiinnniiiiiinuMiiiiiiniiiiiii!^ 

| / 0 M O W READY ! P A R T T W O | 

1 Grade IX Geometry Exercises and Work Book | 
S By A . D. HOTCHKISS = 

E The following extracts from letters received from School Principals E 

E and Mathematics Teachers will be of greater interest than any E 

E advortisement we could write: S 
~j ". . . . It in the type of exercise boot ". . . . I am sure it will prove to be of ~ 
— we have been waiting for'.'. valuable assistance to teachers doing j£j 

E " . . . . It is a distinct step in the right , r i s w o r k " - E 
— direction". ". . . . I believe its adoption would S 
E " . . . . It ought to be the means of result in a very pronounced improve- E 
E arousing .a new interost in the subject". ment in the teaching of the subject". E 

E Part II contains 39 Exercises with Review Tests and 39 sheets of graph E 
E paper—80 pages in all. E 
E Price, 25c per copy for orders of one dozen or more. Postage extra. E 

| WRIGLEY PRINTING CO. LTD. J 
| 578 SEYMOUR STREET VANCOUVER, B. C . 
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H. S. SHELTON ON GENERAL SCIENCE 
By N. F . B. 

A L E T T E R from the Old Country calls attention to an article under the 
above title that H . S. Shelton contributed to the November number 

of The Schoolmaster, organ of the National Union of Teachers. We regret 
exceedingly our inability to find space to reproduce the entire article in 
The B. C. Teacher, but we urge upon those who are seriously studying the 
revision of our science curriculum the wisdom of familiarizing themselves 
with Mr. Shelton's suggestions. 

Unless general science is taught from an entirely different standpoint 
from that of a course in chemistry, physics or other special science, Mr. 
Shelton believes that it will be of doubtful advantage. 

He points out that the advance of science has necessitated the division 
of scientific knowledge into "subjects" but he argues that such divisions 
are more or less arbitrary and arise chiefly in response to the needs of 
advanced or original workers. The huge mass of this detailed knowledge 
is irrelevant in elementary teaching and the teacher should realize from 
the outset that he is not required to teach special subjects. 

One method of putting into practice the philosophical idea of the unity 
of knowledge is to study the things around ui and to ignore the superficial 
difference between the specialist sciences. Mr. Shelton recommends that 
the teacher commence by examining carefully the nature and properties of 
something with which the boys and girls are thoroughly familiar. Since 
objects naturally divide themselves into living and non-living, M r . 
Shelton is therefore willing to divide his general science syllabus along the 
lines of the division between physical science and biology. Such division 
need not be too absolute however. It is desirable that the study of life-
science should have a semi-independence; but it is important that the 
syllabus should be arranged and taught as two sections of a course in 
general science, not as two independent courses. In determining the order 
of his topics Mr. Shelton would be guided by the requirements of physical 
science, since in biological teaching greater variation in order is possible. 

Mr. Shelton envisages as an ultimate ideal that the time for scientific 
studies should be about equal to that given to literary studies, and that the 
science should absorb physical geography and mathematics. Such a pro
posal he at present looks upon as impracticable in Great Britain, however, 
and for general science he suggests six 45-minute periods, or four and a 
half hours per week. Until there is a body of experience for our guidance, 
he would not advocate the entire replacement of specialist science by 
general science in our secondary schools. Mr. Shelton's proposed syllabus 
consists of eighteen topics: First year—Water, air, carbon, nitrogen and 
nitrates, alkalis and.acids; Second year—Sulphur, chemical change, non-
ferrous metals, water (second study), iron and magnetism, phosphorus; 
Third year—Sand and rocks, common organic substances, gravitation and 
the solar system, machines, evolution; Fourth year—Wave motion, and 
radio activity. The study outline associated with each of these topics is 
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followed by suggested correlations between general science and other 
subjects. 

In determining the content of a course in general science the whole 
vast body of scientific knowledge is available. The practical problem is 
what part of it can be taught and ought to be taught to the secondary 
school pupil. Much that is desirable must be omitted on account of its 
inherent difficulty. Much other work which could be made intelligible to 
the secondary school child must be omitted owing to limitations o f time. 
Mr. Shelton is evidently inclined to doubt the possibility of establishing 
any precise criterion for judging the relative importance of the scientific 
facts and theories among which the curriculum maker is compelled to 
choose. However, the course should be arranged to remove or mitigate 
the abysmal ignorance of the common facts o i life, nature and applied 
science, that is as yet so distressingly common even among graduates of 
modern schools and universities. 

One main motif of Mr. Shelton's scheme is that the teaching should, 
so far as possible, be concentrated on the things that are obvious to the 
eye, and definitely visible in ordinary life. For that reason he thinks that 
it would be a serious blunder to omit certain items of knowledge that have 
hitherto been more or less monopolized by the astronomers or the geolo
gists. Moreover, the child leaving school at the secondary stage and not 
proceeding with university courses should be ensured some clear knowledge 
of main trends in modern scientific investigation and of such teachings of 
science as are within his grasp and vitally related to his own fulness of life. 

KINGSTON, ONTARIO 
Incorporated by Royal Charter, 1841 

Situated in the oldest city in Ontario; annual registration about 3500; twonty-five 
modern buildings; health insurance provided during session; placement office 
gives free service to graduates. 

DEGREE COURSES in Arts, Commerce, Applied* Science and Medicine. 
Students preparing for admission are advised to.write for a list of scholar
ships and prizes and to apply at the proper time for Entrance and 
Matriculation. Scholarships in their class. 

EXTRAMURAL W O R K in Arts and Commerce up to 4 courses yearly available to 
students over 21. It is possible to get a pass degree in Arts or to com
plete three years of an Honours Course through extramural and Summer 
School study. 

Ask for a copy of Queen's in Pictures 
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FEDERATION NEWS 
T H E E X E C U T I V E 

C O M M I T T E E D E L I B E R A T E S 

' 1 ''HE Executive Committee of 
the British Columbia Teachers' 

Federation met on Friday. January 
3, at the Hotel Georgia, Vancou
ver. It commenced its labors at 9 
a.m. and was still going strong 12 
hours later. Union hours of labor 
are not observed by members of 
this body. 

It is a matter for congratulation 
that there are men and women 
willing to sacrifice themselves for 
the benefit of their fellows. Their 
colleagues should be reminded of 
their names. 

There were present, President R. 
P. Steeves, Misses F . E . Williams, 
N. M . McKillican, F . K. Lawrence 
and Isabelle Elliott. Messrs. J . R. 
Mitchell, William Morgan, W. R. 
MacDougall, W. M . Armstrong, 
W. H . Wilson, H . K . Beairsto, E . 
V. Caspell, Kenneth Caple, G. H . 
Lee, F . P. Levirs, A . M . Hurst, 
E . R. G. Richardson, H . P. Timms, 
D. H . H . Lowther, J . M . Thomas, 
\V. McKenzie, G. C. Barclay (for 
Miss A . Woodland), J . 1SL Bur
nett, J . C. Loomer, S. Northrop 
and E . T . Oliver, also Mr. Harry 
Charlesworth, General Secretary, 
and Miss Charlotte Clayton, Assist
ant Secretary. Mr. A. S. Towell 
was present by invitation. 

Dr. N . F . Black, Editor of The 
B. C. Teacher, and Mr. W . D. 
Knott, Director British Columbia 
Teachers' Federation R e s e a r c h 
Bureau, Mr. R. H . Bennett, Chair
man Radia Committee, and Mr. T . 
W- Woodhead, Chairman Provin
cial Salary Committee, were present 
in the afternoon. 

After a long and careful discus
sion, the matter of proposed 
changes in the method of pooling 
expenses at the Easter Convention 
was referred to the Annual Meet
ing. Messrs. Charlesworth, Web
ster and Houston will, in the 
meanwhile, draw up a report for 
publication in the March issue of 
the magazine. 

* # * * 
Jn the discussion of Teachers' 

Tenure, several disputed and high
ly important facts were made clear. 
A one-year contract is legal if it i> 
accepted and signed within the 
first year's engagement. However, 
teachers already in the employ of 
the School Board are not bound to 
sign such a contract, as they come 
under the rules laid down in the 
school law. Moreover, appoint
ment:; must be made on resolution 
of a School Board, duly entered in 
the minute book and not by a mere 
letter even if signed by the Secre
tary of the Board. Teachers are 
advised to look into the nature of 
their appointments. 

'r* H» % -fa 

Announcement was made that 
Mr. O. J . Thomas of Strathcona 
School, Vancouver, had received 
the majority of the votes cast in 
the election of a Federation Repre
sentative on the Senate of the 
University of British Columbia. It 
was noted that Dr. Sanderson of 
King Edward High School, Van
couver, represents the High 
Schools on that body. 

. . " 

Numerous very important re
ports of officers and committees 
responsible for the varied activities 
of the Federation were presented 
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and discussed. They made it evi
dent that main- industrious work
ers are persistently contributing to 
tlie welfare of the Federation by 
laborious services of which it is 
impossible to make detailed reports 
to the real beneficiaries, the rank 
and file of the teaching body in 
every corner of British Columbia. 

* * * * 
As might be expected, the Presi

dent has set us all an example. 
Among other things, he reported 
that since the summer holidays he 
had attended six meetings of the 
Consultative Committee, several 
important Finance meetings, three 
Fall Conventions and numerous 
meetings of Local Associations in 
various centres. 

* * * * 
The Radio Committee, under 

Mr. R. H . Bennett, has concluded 
arrangements for a British Colum
bia Teachers' Federation broadcast 
over C R C V on Wednesdays from 
8:00 to 8 :30 p.m. If any change 
has to be made in this plan, due 
notice will be given. The pro
grammes are to be dramatized and 
the committee is on the lookout for 
teachers with histrionic ability. 

* * * * 
The Research Bureau of which 

Mr. W . D. Knott is director, has 
completed a study of instructional 
costs in British Columbia for the 
past five years and a partial study 
of unit costs. These, data are 
available on application. The Bur
eau has sponsored a seminar in 
Educational Administration. A 
Stenographic Report of each of the 
Lectures has been kept and mim
eographed copies will be made if 
there is request for such service. 
In this connection, Mr. Knott and 
bis associates are making available 
to out-of-town teachers a service 
which is unique in Canada. Mr. 

Knott is also collaborating with the 
Editor of Thc B. C. Teacher in the 
preparation of articles on the King 
Report for publication in the mag
azine. It may here be remarked 
that conversation with the dele
gates present made it plain that 
even yet the teachers of the prov-
inve have not taken the necessary 
steps to make themselves familiar 
with the report on Educational 
Administration in British Colum
bia, a document that is sure to 
affect every teacher in the prov
ince. 

* * * * 
Owing to the unavoidable resig

nation of Mr. J . H . Creighton, 
changes were made in the person
nel of the various committees. Mr. 
J. N . Burnett was elected to the 
Finance Committee; Miss F . E . 
Williams to the Fergusson Memor
ial Committee, and Mr. A . R. Mc
Neil to the Executive Committee. 
Mr. T . Woodhead, having resigned 
as Chairman of the Committee of 
Provincial Salaries, Mr. Towell of 
Nanaimo. was designated to that 
post. 

* * * * 
Mr. Oliver reported for the Fin

ance Committe. The allottment of 
expense money to District Councils 
was thoroughly discussed. Each 
request for such aid has been dealt 
with on its own merits in view of 
special needs and circumstances. 

* * * * 
Mr. J . H . Burnett of the Mem

bership Committee reported that by 
December 31, 975 members had 
paid up their yearly fees. As Mr. 
Burnett hopes to have a paid-up 
membership for 3000 before; the 
Easter Convention, it is very im
portant that all teachers, who have 
not already looked after the mat
ter, should pay their membership 
fees at the earliest possible date. 
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The Education Week. Committee 
of which Mr. J . R. Mitchell is 
Chairman, and Mr. Harry Charles
worth, Director, presented a five-
page report, the perusal of which 
left one profoundly impressed with 
the importance of this work and 
thoroughly satisfied that it is in 
good hands. Teachers throughout 
the province should make a special 
point of being in attendance at 
their respective churches on Sun
day, February 23, when it is ex
pected that the clergy, throughout 
the province, will be making their 
contribution to Education Week by 
a discussion of Training for Right 
Living. Teachers are invited to 
apply to Dr. J. Roy Sanderson, 
King Edward High School, Van
couver, for material bearing upon 
the topics that are to be stressed in 
the different days of Education 
Week. The possible use of films is 
in the hands of Professor Black 
of the University of British Col
umbia. Mr. Charlesworth is 
Chairman of the committee ar
ranging for speakers. In the 
Dominion broadcast over CR'CV, 
on Monday, February 24, from 7 
to 7:30 p.m., we may expect to 
hear from the Governor-General of 
Canada, the Prime Minister of the 
Dominion and the President of the 
Canadian Teachers' Federation. 
Plans are being made for banquets 
to open or close local programmes. 
It is recommended that posters and 
school exhibits be placed on display 
in stores. A l l teachers' associations 
throughout the province should 
have a copy of this report and give 
it serious attention. 

* * * * 
The Easter Convention for 1936 

will be held April 13-16 in the 

Hotel Vancouver. The registration 
fee will be one dollar per member 
and three dollars for non-members. 
Hon. Dr. Weir is to be asked to be 
the special guest speaker. 

* * * * 

B. C. E L E M E N T A R Y 
T E A C H E R S ' D E P A R T M E N T 
A M E E T I N G of the executive 

^ of the Elementary School 
Teachers' Department of the Brit
ish Columbia Teachers' Federation 
was held on Saturday, January 11, 
with all members in attendance, and 
chairmen,; of various committees. 
The next meeting will convene on 
February 15. 

Preliminary plans were made for 
the coming Easter Convention, 
when it is, intended to devote the 

.Sectional and Sub-sectional meet
ings to matters of vital interest to 
Elementary teachers. In addi
tion, the committee hopes to secure 
one of Canada's foremost authori
ties as an inspirational speaker on 
matters of current educational in
terest. Meetings of the Elementary 
School Teachers' Council and of 
the Executive will also be sched
uled. 

Satisfactory progress r e p o r t s 
were made by the chairmen of the 
various Standing Committees. 

Elementary teachers throughout 
the province and the various as
sociations are urged to send their 
resolutions to the office of the Brit
ish Columbia Teachers' Federation, 
1300 Robson Street, on or before 
February 29. This will greatly as
sist the chairman of this Depart
ment on the Resolutions and Cour
tesies Committee. 

Moderation is the languor and sloth of the soul: ambition its activity 
and ardour.—La Rochefoucauld, Reflections. 
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S E C O N D A R Y T E A C H E R S ' 
B U L L E T I N 

By W . M . ARMSTRONG, President, 
B. C. Secondary Tcachcrs Assoc. 

' J p H E Constitution as adopted at 
the last annual convention, held 

in Victoria, made provision for a 
temporary Council consisting of the 
Executive, Chairmen of Sections, 
and other representative teachers 
engaged in Secondary schools. 
Your Executive called the members 
of this Secondary Council to a con
ference December 30, to meet and 
hear Mr. H . B. King, Adviser on 
Curriculum, and to discuss general 
plans for the next annual conven
tion (second week of April, Van
couver). Seventeen members of the 
Council were present. 

In view of plans to set up in the 
near future subject committees to 
implement the aims and objectives 
of the general committee for the 
senior Secondary grades, it was de-
c'ded that the several sections 
would do well to discuss the ground 
work of curriculum building and 
related details at the forthcoming 
convention rather than to spend 
much time in attempting to patch 
up the present curriculum. It is 
hoped that the general aims of the 
secondary curriculum and the par
ticular aims of its branches will be 
available to the chairmen of sections 
in time for these discussions at 

z ° - "GESTETNER" 
The World's Premier Duplicator 

Complete stock of Stencils, Ink, 
Scottish arid Canadian papers. 

Phone: Sey. 5880 

66C SEYMOUR ST., V A N C O U V E R 

Easter. In the meantime, biblio
graphies on curriculum are being 
sent out to chairmen of sections. It 
is also hoped that there will be defi
nite co-ordination of the efforts of 
the official committees referred to 
above, and the organized sections 
of our organization. Representa
tions have been made along this 
line to the officials of the Depart
ment of Education. 

In order to save duplication and 
conflict, all resolutions affecting 
secondary schools, intended for 
presentation at the Easter Conven
tion, should be forwarded at the 
earliest possible date to this orga
nization. This may be clone through 
the British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation office. Your executive 
will then consolidate these for dis
cussion at the general meeting of 
secondary teachers. If this plan is 
heartily adopted the general busi
ness of the convention will be 
handled with much greater dis
patch. The prompt co-operation of 
groups and individuals is requested. 

P E A C E R I V E R D I S T R I C T 
C O N V E N T I O N . 

The South Peace River District 
Teachers' Association held its Third 
Convention October 25-26. Its na
ture and purpose may be conjec
tured from the timeliness and di
versity of the addresses given: 
"Reflections on Liberty," "Is Your 
Work a Profession or only a Job?" 
"Developing Personality in the 
School Child" ; "Visual Education"; 
"Religion in the School Child"; 
and. "Principles in Art". The 
S. P. R. D. T . A. is fortunate in 
having at their service speakers 
capable of discussing live topics 
such as these. 
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The World Federation 
H P H E World Federation of Education Associations held its Sixth 

Biennial Conference at Oxford, England, August 10-17, 1935. 
Among the international officers elected are: President, Dr. Paul Munroe, 
Columbia University, New York; Secretary-General, Dr. U . W . Lamkin, 
1201' Sixteenth Street N. W., Washington, D . C , U.S.A., headquarters 
of the Federation. 

The Federation, an international education exchange, publishes 
monthly bulletins and a magazine, "World Education," devoted to educa
tion movements in line with its objective to promote goodwill and under
standing among nations through education. On request, it mails to lib
raries and educational institutions everywhere the volumes of its pro
ceedings. 

The Seventh Conference will be in Tokyo, Japan, in August, 1937. 
!^ 3̂C 3fC jf> 

In the World Federation news bulletin for the closing quarter of 1935, 
recently received by The British Columbia Teacher, there is interesting 
information regarding events and movements in educational circles of 
more than forty countries. 

The information bearing upon the situation of Jews in Germany 
with regard to education is most disconcerting. Nazi leaders are de
manding that Jews should be eliminated from the teaching profession 
as incapable of comprehending the constitution and conception of the 
German state. While in 1932 there were about 4000 Jewish students 
in German universities, the number was reduced to 223 in 1934. 

In Bavaria and elsewhere Jewish children are no longer admitted 
to the Youth Hostels which have become so important a feature of 
young Germany. This is justified on the grounds that "It is impossible 
to require a German child to sleep under the same roof with persons 
belonging to foreign race." 

The extermination of an unpopular minority was common enough in 
barbarous days. It has remained for modern Germany to try the experi
ment of murdering a people's soul. 

A N E W G E N E R A L S E C R E T A R Y . 
The Saskatchewan Teachers' Federation has appointed Mr. J . H . 

Sturdy, B.A., of Fort Qu'Appelle, General Secretary of that Federation. 
Mr. Sturdy will assume his new office at the beginning of the New Year. 

A U S T R A L I A N C O U N C I L F O R E D U C A T I O N A L R E S E A R C H . 
The fifth'annual report of the Australian Council for Educational 

Research has. just arrived in Canada. The Council is taking its first 
definite steps'to obtain local support, having been entirely financed until 
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now hy the Carnegie Corporation of New York. J's directorate, in 
addition to a president and two vice-presidents, is ma'Je up of one repre
sentative from each of the six State Institutes for Educational Research. 
Dr. F . P. Keppel, the President of the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, visited Australia in February to April of this year, and indicated 
while there that the achievements of the Australian Council had influenced 
the Corporation in its decision to subsidize a similar body in New 
Zealand. 

Through the Council, the Corporation has made it possible for thirty-
one influential Australian educators to observe educational practice in 
Overseas countries at first hand, and this practice is to be continued. 
One hundred and thirteen investigations have been subsidized, of which 
forty-nine have been completed, thirty-six having been published in an 
attractive form. 

The Council maintains a library of books on education which is 
available free to all teachers. Special attention is paid to expensive books 
of a technical character, the collection now including 800 volumes, about 
one-eighth of which are out on loan at any given time. 

Progress is being made by the Council towards supplying standard
ized tests of attainment in the chief school subjects, as well as tests of 
general intelligence. 

Education journals are received at the Council's office from all the 
chief English-language countries, and a card index record is kept of 
important articles appearing in them. This makes it possible to provide 
help to persons engaged in the writing of theses, preparing papers or 
addresses. 

Preliminary arrangements are in hand with a view to holding the 
Conference of the New Education Fellowship in Australia in 1937. The 
1934 meeting, it will be recalled, was held in the Union of South Africa. 

E D U C A T I O N F O R H E A L T H A N D P H Y S I C A L D E V E L O P M E N T . 
In stressing education is individual development, it will be recognized 

that health, physical development, an dsafety, must be primary objectives 
of school life. The race has a tremendous distance to go in banishing 
disease, but the progress already made in that direction indicates how great 
the possibilities are and how much those possibilities depend upon 
education. 

—From Report of British Columbia Committee on Educational Philosophy, 
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RAMBLINGS OF PAIDAGOGOS 
T H E R I D D L E O F A R T . 

ROW'S ING pleasantly through the December issue of this magazine, 
I lighted—to m)' great satisfaction—up.jn a charmingly provocative 

article by Ramonn Yarrum entitled "Wanted. Canons of Literary Criti
cism," and was moved to divers meditations thereby. These now, in quite 
inconclusive fashion, 1 set down, being well aware that I offer no proper 
answer to the questions raised, and submitting—if any such excuse be 
needful—that reverie is better fitted to the imri3o.se than reason. For 
there is a vast difference between Art and the ingeniously conceived 
artifices through which it gains expression. 

We can agree readily enough that the artist is not a photographer 
but an interpreter, that for his interpretative role he has been pre
eminently endowed hy his baptismal fairies with the three gifts of sen
sitiveness, selectivity and sincerity. (The alliteration is pure artifice and 
may be passed by with a knowing smile.) To which gifts he should add 
—and sometimes by the hardest kind of labor—a good command of his 
medium, be it language, canvas, melody or stone. 

There is a sense, of course, in which we are all artists,'inasmuch as 
every man shadows forth an interpretation of life subject to the inade
quacies of his own nature; but there is no sense in which we are all 
great artists. We are all, within our several degrees, sensitive, selective 
and sincere, and by dint of sheer industry very many men can achieve 
skiil in the mechanics of Art, in the choice and manipulation of material. 
But this is by no means enough; there is a further ingredient—some
thing that can neither be cultivated nor its absence hidden. Without it, 
there will perhaps arise the painstaking and intelligent craftsman, but 
never the authentic genius. 

And here I find myself, to my own sorrowful despite, faced with the 
prublem of bringing the sublime concept "genius" within the boundaries 
of pettifogging definition—doubtless even of expressing the unknowable 
in terms of the incomprehensible. Which is a terrifying thought! But one 
thing is abundantly clear and may be dealt with out of hand—genius does 
not necessarily go cheek in jowl with the possession of an altitudinous 
I. Q. It is decidedly something else again. 

But what? Ah yes, what? I am brought to the point where 1 must 
frame an answer—and probably subscribe myself an ass forever! Yet, 
even so, 1 shall be joined to a valiant company of asses here as else
where, which affords me a measure of support if scarcely of reassurance. 

There is—let me say it at once—no satisfying definition of the great 
artist, no simple criterion by wlvch his work can be appraised. It is 
enough if we catch a glimpse of his many-colored garment. He is to be 
approached with joy and reverence, for if we draw near him in the 
spirit of investigation he will mock us with a handful of dust. Yet for 

http://imri3o.se
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those who do not seek to see all tilings with syllogistic clarity and to 
reduce the inlinite to the hare compass of a Euclidian theorem, he is 
always the interpreter. This'is his true and supreme office. 

And how desperately we stand in need of such interpretation. Man's 
life is but a span, hurr>.d pulse-beat set between two eternities; he 
knows not tbe mystery of birth nor the mystery of death, neither the 
nature of his own thought nor the purposes of his own being; his science 
is like a wavering rush-light in the vasmess of a darkened cathedral. 
Whither shall he turn?—for athwart his footsteps forever lies the por
tentous shadow of the unknown, blurring the outlines of his little world 
and confounding his goaded reason. 

It seems to me that the clearest mark of the great artist is his aware
ness—rather sensed than realized—that man's lot is cast'in two spheres, 
the visible and the mysterious; that whatever man's patent insignificance, 
he is yet a creature of destiny. But the effect of this awareness is mani
fold, yielding diverse prehensions (and thereby varying philosophies) to 
different natures. Where one artist is moved to a Rabelaisian zest, another 
is stirred to a Miltonic grandeur, and yet a third is touched, as were 
Aeschylus and Shakespeare, to the high passion of tragedy. Always there 
is the sense of mystery, the ecstasy of expression, the unconscious interpre
tation of life. 

Here is a touch-stone, if you will, for true gold-—but which of us is 
fitted to use it ? Not I certainly, for it plays havoc with my idols, thrusting 
Pope, Scott and Thackeray into the limbo of lesser men. And what 
can be said of the rising school of psychological biographers and novel
ists, for whom I prophecy the earth and the fullness thereof? They will 
be interesting, accurate, illuminating—but if 1 know anything of the 
method, there will not be a spark of ecstacy among them. As for mystery, 
their whole intention is tc strip it away. They will interpret man in one 
sphere only—the visible; they will see him as a clever social animal, to 
be studied objectively and ivithout reference to anything so vague and 
mystical as the "Everlasting Why?" 

But thc poet—and here I come at last to the matter of Mr. Yarrum's 
article—is not as these men are. It is not so much that he sees life 
clearly as that he sees it whole. H:.s eye pierces the shadow and his ear 
is sensitive to the overtones. The form of his expression skills little; 
his thought may be crude; his music may be harsh. Not that we would 
have him thus, God wot! We would have him cultured, masterly, melo
dious. But no extent of culture, no degree of mastery, no grasp of 
melody will make a poet. For it is the essence of a poet that he can 
impart an eternal significance to the common things of life, that he is 
carried out of himself by a strange and ineluctable rapture. 

"Beware! Beware! 
His flashing eyes, his floating hair! 
Weave a circle round him thrice, 
And close your eyes with holy dread, 
For he on honey dew hath fed, 
And drunk the milk of Paradise!" 
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CHARACTER, GOOD CITIZENSHIP AND 
THE GOOD LIFE 

By D. A. B A T E S 

Y ^ R O M all sides and with increasing intensity people are preaching to tis 
teachers io place more emphasis on the development of character and 

the development of character and the other qulaities of good citizenship. 
At the last graduating exercises of Macdonald College, Sir Edward Beatty 
exhorted the young teachers to train their pupils to think intelligently about 
social and economic problems. But how? And with what materials? A 
little later the Hon. R. B. Bennett exhorted a group of teachers about the 
importance of training young people to think intelligently about political 
problems. 

These preachments are hardly fair. It is quite clear to every exper
ienced teacher who has thought about the matter that the whole weight of 
our present scnool systems is against these ideals and objectives, so that 
anything that we can do—and a great deal is being done—we must do in 
spite of the system under which we work. . . . Our failures as teachers 
have not been due to any lack of earnestness and skill in preparing the 
materials and in carrying out the canning processes; we have failed rather 
in that we have permitted modesty to restrain us from calling the attention 
of our authorities to the fact that our schools are canning factories, not 
educational institutions. 

The time has arrived long since when we should set to work to examine 
our materials and methods from the point of view of their total effects 
upon the development of character, good citizenship and the good life. But 
let us not forget that, if it is to be successful at all, this examination must 
be made in the light ot research in education and the related social sciences, 
and not by manipulating language and using exceptional cases to show that 
the desired results may be obtained with our present materials and 
methods. Scientific research usually proves that thetc comfortable 
theories are false, and that apparent successes result from influences other 
than that of the school. . . . 

If character in human relations and the other qualities of good citizen
ship and the good life are to result from school experience, the school 
itself must be very radically changed. . . . 

In his recent address at St. Andrew's University, General Smuts 
referred to "that servile mass mentality which is the greatest human 
menace of our time". We should thank God that the influence of the 
school is a very small factor among the educational forces'of society. If 
our programme were completely effective, this like-mindedness and mass-
mindedness would be complete and perfect. . . . 

Educational administrators still hold solemn assemblies and talk to one 
•'v another about the regrouping of one traditional unit as compared with 

"^another. . . . Meanwhile public confidence in education dwindles and the 
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fascist wolf is at the door. It sounds like a dispute about cabin decorations 
while the ship has a hoie in her bottom. To the writer it is an interesting 
psychological study to observe how a group of school people will discuss 
quite intelligently social and educational philosophies and, when a prac
tical school problem arises, they will immediately fall back into heated 
arguments about what Professor Bobbitt years ago described as "our little 
academic toys", without the least association between the two fields of 
thought. What is the explanation of this dualism? Is it not that for years 
our school materials and methods have changed very little in kind, while 
we have developed completely new social and educational sciences and 
philosophies, so that now the two cannot be associated? 

"If someone in a small hospital in Hoduckville makes a discovery in 
medicine, this discovery is immediately tested, and in a few weeks the 
practice of every physician in the civilized world has responded. But the 
most significant discoveries in the various social sciences, upon which the 
educator should depend for his guidance, can be made right in our midst 
without causing even a passing comment by school authorities or teachers". 
This apathy to the findings of scientific research and to the conclusions 
of frontier thinkers accounts for the fact that education lags a half century 
or more behind social progress. 

One might list many discoveries in the various educational sciences 
which, if applied, would be just as revolutionary as and more significant 
socially than the discovery of germs was in the field of medicine. One of 
the latest contributions of psychology—the law of intrinsic satisfactions— 
explains why the school has little effect upon thinking, wisdom, insight, 
vision, attitudes, personality, character or behavior. But we continue to 
stress only extrinsic satisfactions, such as good reports, promotions, 
scholarships, etc. Just as the money measurement of values in life has all 
but ruined our civilization, so these extrinsic measurements and values 
have ruined education. 

The contribution of psychiatry that it is our experience of our environ
ment, not the environment itself, that has meaning for us and induces real 
education, reveals the farce of our emphasis upon memoritor learning, but 
such learnings continue to be the standards of success in education. 

Mental hygienistsjiave been telling us for years that the forcing of 
mentally very young children into what is for them unnatural and 
impossible processes is one of the chief causes of mental illness, delin
quency and crime. But we shall probably continue to do this until public 
opinion persuades the law makers to make laws by which we can be jailed 
as contributors to juvenile delinquency. . . . We have known for years 
that the repetition of grades is worse than a complete waste of time, effort 
and money. When we think of education as growth, the repetition of 
grades is just as absurd as it would be to tell a child who failed to reach 
the standard of height and weight for his age, that he must start at the 
beginning and grow the year over t'gain. . . . Now we teachers are not 
entirely responsible for the maintenance of our absurd traditional system 
of grades, with its pigeon-holed bits of information and skill for each 
grade. Neither is it all our fault thtit we start children into this formal 
schooling at the chronological age of six, though the mental ages of half 
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of them range from three to six. But we know that by doing so we not 
only warp mental health and character, hut also seriously limit later attain
ment in the school skills. 

The most formative force in the development of character is hard 
work at tasks that are purposeful and intrinsically worth while to the 
workers, lixtrinsically induced or forced work at the. memorization of 
what is to the pupils meaningless abstractions and the mummified skeletons 
of knowledge is quite a different matter. By our emphasis on this latter 
kind of work we rob education of its most important character-forming 
qualities. 

We all admit that the school should give our boys and girls a good 
start on the road of abundant high grade living, which should continue 
with increasing intensity after school. What we actually do is aptly 
stated by Principal Fyfe in the June issue of The Educational Record. 
He says, "Children who are obliged to study for an examination a play 
of Shakespeare usually conceive a lifelong distaste for all dramatic poetry". 
. . . When we force children to live in school in a tiresome world of 
abstractions, it is little wonder that there is such small carry-over from 
school to life. . . . Can you imagine any other institution knowing of such 
a weakness for a quarter of a century without making some effort to 
discover and remove the cause? 

We have mentioned right attitudes as among the important qualities of 
the good citizen. In a democracy one of the most fundamental attitudes 
is that of co-operation in activities that are of value to the group. 
Co-operation in group studies is one of the characteristics of the new 
schools. But it is quite plain to anyone who will take the trouble to think 
about the matter that the whole weight of traditional education is towards 
a selfish individualism. 

People are continually admonishing us to train our pupils to think. 
But our compartmental education admits of very little opportunity for 
practice in real thinking . . . . Is it not just such compartmental thinking 
on our part that delays the solution of our school problems as well as our 
economic, social and political problems? For example, why else, if we 
believe, as we say, that the chief function of the school is to train for 
character and good citizenship, do we not organize the school around these 
chief objectives instead of around the memorization of textbook activities? 
. . . Is it not one of our difficulties that we have been so trained to think in 
compartments that we cannot think of the school subjects and the psychol
ogy of character at the same time? 

—From The Teachers' Magazine, December, 1935. 

Where intelligence is given greater scope, not only is learning made 
easier, but the carry-over to useful applications is much greater. There is 
an increasing body of evidence to show that much that was formerly 
taught by laborious drill methods is now accomplished with less effort and 
greater effect in natural, meaningful settings. 

—Pram Report of British Columbia Committee on Educational Philosophy. 
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INTERROGATIONS 
By E . E . BARNES, Point Grey Junior High School, Vancouver, B. C. 

"JVfR. and Mrs. General Public and the Government over in Victoria 
seem in agreement that our present curriculum does not meet 

the needs of the present time. That suggests some pointed questions. 

Are we, the teachers of this province, group conscious of the 
challenge we are facing? 

Is the report on curriculum revision to embody the views of the 
committee only? Or is it to reflect the considered judgment and 
clearly expressed opinions of the teaching body? 

Are we going to break through the cocoon of inhibitions wrapped 
around us by usage and custom? Are we going to give the various 
revision committees the help they ask, suggestions and doubts 
emerging as definite questions, criticisms and advice ? Or will our 
ideas, while yet in the chrysalis stage, become a pre}' to fear of ridi
cule or misunderstanding? 

Are we going to help supply answers to such queries as the 
following: 

Is our present social studies course top-heavy with narrative 
history, to the neglect of social geography and other factors that the 
term "social studies" should imply? Are we attacking our task from 
the wrong end? Ought the course to begin with a study of the 
present-day country, its people and their outlook on world problems? 
Might such a reversal of traditional procedure result in a real desire 
for research among the records of the past for explanation of the 
attitudes and institutions of the present? 

Arc we to continue using so considerable a portion of the young
sters' precious time for the teaching of formal grammar? Is the 
correct use of the mother-tongue best secured by observation of and 
practice in good English? Or is the use of incorrect English due to 
ignorance of thc rules of grammar? Are we forcing formal grammar 
on a reluctant majority in order that a minority may proceed to the 
study of a foreign language equipped with what is deemed a requisite? 
Could the study of formal grammar be made coincidental with the 
study of the foreign language? If the ordinary pupil devoted to 
intelligent reading and to drill in the oral or written expression of 
his own daily experiences and developing thoughts the time now spent 
in dissecting sentences and depositing the portions in variously 
labelled receptacles, would he have a better mastery of English when 
he leaves us ? 

Are the members of the British Columbia Teachers' Federation, 
individually and in groups, going to help construct a curriculum that 
will satisfy our.best professional convictions? 

If so, the reader of this brief article probably has a duty to per
form in this connection. 
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The Larger Unit of Administration and 
Its Application to Town Schools 

By C . DUDLEY GAITSKELL. 

"\7S7~ITH its six months' winter, its short dark days, its great distances 
from Victoria, and above all its factions, the Peace River Block 

is not -a Paradise for teachers. At this moment the temperature is far 
below zero. It has been snowing steadily for days. When one sees the 
sun, it is low in the sky and it vanishes soon after showing itself. 

A small group, comprising the staff of Dawson Creek School with 
several outside friends, is sitting in a room trying to forget the weather. 
A year ago, a gloom would have been apparent in this gathering. Why no 
gloom now? Simply this: the consolidation of schools has taken place. 

The teachers of the inspectorate are now pioneers, enthusiastic ex
perimenters; for are they not a-part of the new movement designed for 
the betterment of our educational system? No longer are they at the 
beck and call of untrained masters; neither are they the butt of local 
faction and petty bickering. The teacher has reached a position of 
equality with the doctor, the nurse—in point of fact, he is a member of 
a profession and not the holder of a mere job. 

These teachers know that they will return to well-equipped schools. 
Snow will no loonger drift across the floor under an ill-fitting door. 
Unfortunate children will not freeze on one side and, as a result of an 
overheated stove, cook on the other. Dust will not choke the throat; 
eye-strain, the result of glaring snow, will not fray the nerves of the 
teacher or pupils to cause untoward relations in the classroom. 

They are about to return to boarding houses of their own choice. 
A year ago they might have been going back to a home selected for 
them by a local faction. A deviation from this selection, in all probability-
would have led to much unpleasantness. 

So far I have been speaking of my friend. May I be so egotistical 
as to give my own feelings on this subject? I shall at the same time 
come back to my topic. My school is situated in the largest and most 
rapidly developing centre in the inspectorate. Surely one is free from 
strife and faction here. I am afraid this is not the case. As the largest 
centre, Dawson Creek is still a small town where an undesirable school 
board might interfere with the principles of our work, although, happily, 

<•* it has not been done. 

As a staff, we feel that we hold our positions by our merits as 
teachers. We are judged by a most competent critic,. Dr. Plenderleith, 
who is in almost daily communication with ; us. When additions are 
made to the staff, which occur with startling rapidity in this quickly 
developing community, we know that the most successful and skilful 
teachers will be selected. The poor teacher cannot survive anywhere in 
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this inspectorate; the successful one will be steadily promoted. Is this 
not a spur to our best efforts? 

Last year several of my pupils were young men and women with 
ambition who wanted a very definite sort of education and could not 
get it. It was not the fault of the staff. It was impossible to cover the 
courses that were desired. Several of the older boys in advanced high 
school work felt the futility of taking the few subjects offered in the high 
school curriculum. This year these boys have a different outlook. At 
very low cost the new administration has given them drafting tables and 
has allowed them to work a few hours a week in the well-equipped work
shops of Dawson Creek. In school, after attending classes in "the con
stant subjects" and one or two others selected with our advice, these boys 
work with a minimum of supervision on allied technics! courses issued 
by the correspondence department. These boys are forking for them
selves—they are "getting somewhere." 

In Dawson Creek a sort of Renaissance in Learning has taken place, 
except for the fact that it is a "new birth" and not a "re-birth." Night 
schools have come into being! Sixty adults attend two or three nights a 
week to take subjects from Book-keeping to Commercial Art. 

Many of the older High School girls, who wished to study Com
mercial subjects and could not afford to go to Edmonton, had to content 
themselves with the usual High School grind. Now, if their intelligence 
reaches the required quotient and their daily work shows a sufficiently 
high standard, these girls are allowed to attend the Commercial classes at 
the night school as well as the day school. 

I need not mention the splendid attitude of the pupils that is being 
created by the Technical and Commercial movements, nor-yet dwell on 
the gap that has been filled, in general, for the adults of Dawson Creek by 
the introduction of night school. 

You may ask the question: "How may the country children avail 
themselves of these advantages ?" The Dawson Creek High School, as a 
part of the whole Peace River Block Unit, opens its doors without cost to 
any pupil who wishes to attend. During the old regime, each separate 
school board paid expenses for the privilege of sending its wards to high 
school. I leave to your imagination the complexities that occurred with 
that situation. • 

As I have mentioned before, the climate of this country is rigorous. 
' With this and various other excuses, irregular attendance was very 

marked in this school. Circular and personal letters did something to 
better the situation, but the fault still remained. The Health Unit, intro
duced by Dr, Plenderleith, has played a very important part in securing 
regular attendance. Previously, Nurse Dunne, M . B . E . , whose heroic 
service has been mentioned in nation-wide periodicals, was in charge of 
the work. Working twelve or more hours a day, she could not cope with 
the amount of.work to be done, and her visits to this school could not be 
followed by individual interviews with parents. But the new administra
tion brought with it a highly efficient health service. Now Dr. Cull, Nurse 
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Dunne and five other nurses drive forward with the slogan, "'Prevention 
rather than Cure." A resident nurse is stationed at Dawson Creek, under 
whose charge the pupils are afforded an almost personal medical service. 
Toothache has disappeared, for every child has been cared for by a 
government dental clinic; diseased tonsils are "shivering in their shoes," 
while every child who desired it has been given goitre treatment. When 
one cons:ders that this whole service is supplied free (save for a' charge 
to each child of fifteen cents per year for goitre pills) one begins to 
realize the inestimable benefits which the new system is besteviug. What 
a comparison in scholarship between the normal child and the one with 
aching teeth or choking goitre! 

When the Dawson Creek School opens for the term beginning on 
January 6, it will open not only as an elementary and high school, but as 
a junior high school as well. This is the latest improvement granted 
to this centre. With it the longer school day will be brought into be'ng. 
We may now introduce study periods with expert supervision, under 
almost perfect conditions. The installation of electric light, of improved 
heating, of special ventilation and draft-preventive devices will help to 
make teaching a pleasure, while the learning situation will be all that 
can be desired. 

We are quickly reaching the stage where we can compete with the 
"great outside." We have become a compact unit—a power. Our schools 
are no longer a series of shacks. We, as teachers, are being given a 
chance. Every day, it seems, the long arm of the "unit" reaches out, and 
with a magic touch betters our existing conditions. Whatever dissension 
appeared at the introduction of consolidation is quickly dying out, and 
on every hand one hears nothing but praise for this splendid experiment. 

In a great measure the success of education depends on arousing and 
establishing worth-while interests which will endure throughout life. 

It should be the ai mof the teacher to transform, as far as possible, the 
immediate and transitory interests of his pupils into valuable and enduring 
purposes. ..It should be remembered that interests grow out of inherently 
valuable materials when they arc presented at the appropriate time and in 
such a manner as to make them meaningful to the child. 

—From Report of British Columbia Committee on Educational Philosophy. 
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THE VOCABULARIES OF HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

By J . W. C H A L M E R S , University of Alberta 

' T V E A C H E R S of English are aware that their students have vocabularies, 
and that it is a commendable object of education to increase the range, 

precision, and effectiveness of these vocabularies. But what they do not 
realize so clearly is that a child has not one but four vocabularies compris
ing those words which he uses in writing or speaking, and those which he 
understands hi reading or upon hearing. And although there is a great 
deal of overlapping, so that, for instance, .many of the words he recognizes 
in his reading he also uses in writing, yet the range and rate of growth of 
these several vocabularies differ very widely from one to another. 

During the past winter a study of the written and recognized vocabu
laries of Alberta students in Grades VII and XII inclusive was attempted. 
In this article it is proposed to set forth the findings with respect to thc 
written vocabularies. The themes of five hundred and fifty students, who 
wrote on "The Most Exciting Ride I Ever Had", were studied. These 
included eighty from Grade XII, one hundred from Grade XI, sixty-four 
from Grade X , eighty-eight from Grade IX, one hundred from Grade 
VIII, and ninety-three from Grade VII. Edmonton and Calgary con
tributed 45.3 per cent of the total, 38.9 per cent canu from small town or 
village schools, and 15.8 from rural schools. 

From each composition fifty consecutive words were chosen, starting 
at about the sixth or eighth line from the. beginning. These were analyzed 
by means of Thorndike's "Teacher's Word Book of Twenty Thousand 
Words". This book contains the twenty thousand words most commonly 
used in the English language, and each word is classified as to whether 
it belongs to the most common thousand, second most common thousand, 
etc. Words in the most common five thousand are also classified as to 
whether they belong to the more or less common five hundred of their 
respective thousand. 

From this analysis two significant and, to the writer at least, rather 
surprising facts emerge. First, the range of the written or expressive 
vocabularies at all educational levels studied is extremely limited; and 
second, the rate of vocabulary growth is very gradual. Thus we find that 
in Grade VII students choose 82.67 per cent of their words from thc most 
common five hundred in the language. This drops very slowly so that in 
Grade XII there are 76.12 words from the most common five hundred. 
For the second five hundred the Grade VII percentage is 6.65. This 
increases slowly to 8.22 per cent in Grade XI and then drops to 7.77 in 
Grade XII. The percentage of words chosen from the second most 
common thousand was 4.75 for Grade VII, 6.62 for Grade XII. Beyond 
this point the percentages drop very rapidly, still showing, however, a 
fairly constant growth from grade to grade. Grade VII students choose 
/'"'A per cent of their words from all those in the English language outside 
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of the most common ten thousand. For Grade XII the corresponding 
percentage is 1.67. 

These two factors—meagreness of vocabulary at all educational levels, 
and extreme slowness of growth—have been noticed by other investigators. 
In The Journal of Educational Psychology for 1925, volume 11, appears 
the account of an investigation along lines similar to this one, conducted by 
F . P. O'Brien. He found that in Grade VII the students choose about 
ninety per cent of their words from the most common thousand. This 
drops to about eighty-eight per cent in Grade XII . He sadly comes to the 
conclusion that ". . . the mere recognition of words gives no definite 
assurance that they will function in writing". 

A similar investigation, using college students at the University of 
Kansas as subjects, is reported by P. A . Witty and M . Fry in The Journal 
of Educational Research for 1925, volume 19. They find that freshmen 
choose 85.35 per cent of their words from the most common thousand, 
juniors 84.50 per cent, and seniors 84.30 per cent. Commenting on their 
results they say, "The teacher of English must not expect training in word 
recognition to transfer to a large extent to word usage in composition 
writing". That makes it practically unanimous. Alberta teachers may find 
some slight consolation in the fact that Alberta students use somewhat 
fewer of the more common words and more of the less common words 
than do American students of the same educational levels. 

The vocabularies of recognition of these students were also studied. 
There are several good vocabulary tests extant at the present time, such as 
the Thorndike Test of Word Knowledge and the Word Meaning section 
of the New Stanford Achievement Test. The former is based on Thorn-
dike's first Word Book, which contains only the most common ten 
thousand words in the English language. It is essentially a multiple 
choice test of one hundred items. There are four alternative forms of this 
test. For each stimulus word the student is to pick the best synonym from 
five possible responses. Below are a few examples of the items in this test: 

36. comply—1. full. 2. yield. 3. deprive. 4. entreat. 5. contribute. 
37. afloat—1. raft. 2. liable. 3. lost. 4. floating. 5. far-off. 
38. casement—1. box. 2. housetop. 3. window. 4. garter. 5. cellar. 

The Word Meaning section of the New Stanford Test is very similar. 
Like the Thorndike Test, it has several alternative forms, each consisting 
of eighty items. Each item consists of a sentence in which the last wore' 
explains the subject, and there are, five choices for the last word. The 
following are a few items from Form V : 

13. A;farmer works chiefly with—fish, coal, plants, rocks, wood. 
34. Bodies are found on a—bam, coast, cloak, horse, roof. 

; i5 . A vessel is a—boat, bow, cloth, forest, lady. 

The'correct response is to be underlined. 

/These tests have the advantage of being well standardized with reliable 
•• -.M'ade norms. However, they are made for the public school grades 
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primarily, and consequently are too easy for high school students. Accord- , 
ingly, a new test was devised, modeled after the Thorndike Test, but more 
difficult. This was accomplished by choosing a greater proportion of thc 
less- common words than Thorndike did, chosen from the Word B o o k 
according to the following schemes : 

Five words from each 1000 of the next most comui" 1 , I 'J0; 
Six words from each 1000 of the next niusi c .anon 9000; 
Five words from each 1000 f the next most common 4000; 
Two words from each 1000 of the next most common 3000. 

Thus, on the average, each word in the test which the child knows 
represents two hundred in his reading vocabulary, and so our test serves 
to indicate the range of vocabulary. 

This test was given in February and March of the present year to 
five hundred and forty-eight students in Grades VII to XII. In the 
following table the number of subjects who wrote the test is indicated, and 
also the average or mean score for each grade, the Standard Deviation of 
the Mean, the size of the vocabulary represented by the Mean, and in the 
last column the percentage of words in the written compositions chosen 
from the first five hundred words. 

>. aS 

«j ' *S _« Jij cS l l " 
? °? 1> 
U Zta 3m mO H> fcofe 

VII 76 42.63 10.57 8526 82.67 
VIII 83 50.93 10.25 1OI86 81.00 
I X 110 61.82 12.80 12364 78.10 
X 85 66.15 11.90 13630 79.00 
XI 101 72.15 12.15 14630 77.22 
XII 93 77.55 10.10 15510 76.12 

Of course these figures are only approximate, for the extent of vocab
ulary. They would be more reliable if each thousand words in the Word 
Book were represented by the same number of items in the test. The 
extent of vocabularies of high school students has been measured by, 
among others, G. C. Brandenburg, whose findings are reported in Volume 
9 of The Journal of Educational Psychology (1925). He found the 
average vocabulary of Grade VII students to include 11445 words This 
increased to 15340 in Grade X , dropped to 13974 in Grade X i , and then 
came up to 14975 in Grade XII . 

Thus we see that the vocabulary of recognition of the child is quite 
extensive and grows at the rate of about one thousand words a year in the 
highest grades and even more in the lower grades. It is certainly not the 
static thing that the effective or used vocabulary is! 

The lesson, which is the smallest unit of school work, must stimulate 
thinking, add to knowledge, lead to action, and enrich the emotional life. 

—From Report of British Columbia Committee on Educational Philosophy. 
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Physical Education in Rural Schools 
By S. O S W A L D HANKIES, Principal, Williams Lake School 

P H Y S I C A L Education is a neglected subject in rural schools. The 
requirements of the course of study in this regard and the materials 

available for use in the schools arc both unsatisfactory. Many teachers, 
school board and parents are quite content that the subject should be 
treated in a most superficial manner or entirely ignored. Indeed some of 
them offer definite obstruction to practical methods in health training. 

At present this health training, in a rural school, usually consists of the 
reading of a prescribed text, somewhat formal and obsolete, the drawing 
of an occasional poster, methodical or spasmodic objective tests devised to 
enable the pupils to take successfully the tests given during the inspector's 
visit, and the mailing of routine test marks to the teachers' concerned. 
Occasionally, medical examination of the pupils takes place and the medical 
cards are filed for another year. 

Meanwhile the mere fact of knowing of how many bones are in the 
human body, how rapidly the heart beats, or that the tibula is not the ulna, 
and that the radius is not a muscle but a bone, is not of great assistance in 
the promotion of the health of the rural school pupil. To achieve practical 
results the subject must be approached from a different viewpoint. 

In these days when the term "education" is still such a misnomer, it 
needs courage to suggest that the aims in teaching any subject, even health, 
should be clear and definite. However, should we not, as educators and 
teachers of physical education, be aiming to develop in our pupils a 
maximum of health and of the purely physical enjoyment of right living, 
as a basis for maximum attainment in other respects ? 

If so, then we are woefully lacking in what our southern friends term 
"health conscientousness". For years we have been acting upon the idea, 
and strengthening it by mass suggestion, that education consists in seating 
pupils of juvenile age at hard desks, for five hours daily if they are good, 
and using our professional force pumps to drive wind and chaff and a 
little grain into their memories. In the cultivation of the student's physical 
possibilities, emotional possibilities, and mental and spiritual possibilities, 
we have had but little real success and over our small attainment we are 
inclined to crow entirely too much. 

The scientific and machine age development owes little to the impetus 
derived from formal education and if the present training in physical 
education in rural schools is really a factor in the development of the 
health of the next generation, the prospects are none too rosy. 

With the co-operation of parents and school boards much could be 
done to remedy this deplorable state of affairs. The first step must be to 
cultivate what I have called "health consciousness". In many rural districts 
there are persons ever ready to start a whispering campaign. "The chil
dren spend too much time on games." "They do not need that junk. They 
get too much of it outside". "We do not send children to school for 
physical education. We can give them that at home". Back of these argu
ments is the failure to recognize that games, exercise, and curative move-
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merits have as their basic aim the improvement of health. Man)' years of 
experience lead me to the conclusion that rural children need such training 
and health instruction even more than do city children. Despite the 
obvious advantages of outdoor life and work, the standards of health and 
the ideals of health in rural schools are low. I doubt that more than one 
per cent of the pupils in my present school would approach a 100 per cent 
health efficiency mark. Indeed, most of them do not know what health 
really means. 

City children have the greater stimulus in relation to health ideals. 
Lacking the physical work of the rural child they go to school early and 
remain late for the pleasure of play. Swimming, gymnastics, basketball, 
and varied athletic contests call forth an ideal of worthwhile physical 
activity from thc start. It is expected of them. In the case of the rural 
child, on the other hand, such interests are promptly nipped in the bud. 

Hence, one of the first things to do is to persuade the Education 
Department to make it indisputably clear that physical training is an essen
tial subject and chat from thirty to sixty minutes daily, should be allotted 
to physical exercises. If necessary the school day should be lengthened, 
except during the shorter winter months, to provide the necessary time. 
The subject would then assume in the eyes of the teachers and parents an 
importance at least equal to such topics as the surface features of Chile or 
the reign of Edward the Confessor. 

Next comes the question as to what should be done with the 
allotted time. 

In most rural districts, despite all arguments to the contrary, it should 
not be impossible to provide each school with adequate playground space 
and an indoor or covered playroom for use in inclement weather. 

Many small towns are showing an awakening interest in indoor games, 
and halls are being built for such activities. In this field some churches 
are doing for the children of their community a service that should be 
rendered by the educational authorities—providing play-halls and encour
aging their use under proper supervision. 

Where such buildings are not available for school use during the day 
it should be possible through local co-operation to build the needed play-
hall or shed. No new school building should be erected that does not meet 
the requirements for indoor play space. The necessary room or rooms 
could be made to pay for themselves ihrough evening rentals to adult clubs. 
To the objection that many ttoMniunifies could not afford such a building 
I would answer that many clistrtcts already have one, which, however, is 
used for only a short time v > « ^ y . In other districts the suggestion could 
be offered that a sum eqitftl ito what is spent yearly on liquor, tobacco and 
chewing gum might very properly be set aside for purposes of health 
education once in every five yeans" That would provide the required money. 

In the foregoing paper I Ikave merely opened the discussion that 
physical education in rural schools deserces at the hands of the teachers 
of British Columbia, but the spaus available in a single issue of The B. C. 
Teacher is probably now exhausted. In a. subsequent paper I propose to 
discuss the forms that physical edbcation should take if time and space are 
provided for it in our rural schools. 
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POOLING AT OKANAGAN VALLEY 
TEACHERS' CONVENTIONS 

By H . D. PRITCHARD, Chairman Pooling Committee, 
O.V.A.T. Convention, 1936. 

T N a vast and sparsely settled province such as British Columbia, the 
success of teachers' conventions is dependent, to a large degree, upon 

the adoption of a satisfactory scheme for the pooling of travelling ex
penses. As this problem is being studied anew by the Executive Com
mittee of British Columbia Teachers' Federation, and as changes in 
present methods are to be discussed at the coming Easter Convention, 
it has been thought that teachers throughout the province will be inter
ested in a scheme worked out by the Okanagan Valley Teachers' 
Association. 

Due tc certain adverse criticisms of previous methods of pooling at 
Okanagan Valley Conventions, a desire for a new and more equitable 
plan was expressed. As a result, pooling at the past two conventions 
held in the Okanagan has been worked out on an entirely new basis. This 
system has met with the unanimous approval of all teachers who attended 
these gatherings, and no doubt contributed in no small way to the success 
of the conventions and the very large attendance at them, in the past 
two years. Of the one hundred and seventy-seven teachers who attended 
the Valley Convention in Vernon in October, 1935, not one failed to 
participate in the pooling, even though the majority contributed to, 
rather than received refunds from, the pool. 

The basic idea of any pooling plan should be to recompense teachers 
for expense entailed in travelling great distances to and from convention 
cities. While means of reaching the convention centre vary, the factor 
of mileage is largely responsible for travelling expenses. Whether a 
teacher may travel by train, by automobile, or by boat, the expenses are 
going to depend largely upon the distance that teacher lives from the 
convention city. It was with these thoughts in mind that a new system 
of pooling was formulated for use at Okanagan Valley Conventions. 

With very few exceptions the means used by teachers throughout the 
Valley to reach the convention centre is by private automobile. It was 
thought that an average car would carry four passengers, including the 
driver. A flat rate of two cents per mile per passenger was therefore set. 
This would give the owner of the car eight cents per mile, which is a 
very fair operating cost. If the car owner should wish to travel alone, 
then he would receive only. two cents per mile, and incidentally would 
pay for his exclusiveness. On the other hand, many cars will accom
modate five passengers, in which case the owner would receive ten cents 
per mile running expenses. 

It will readily be seen that expenses other than those of actual car 
expenses would have to be paid by certain teachers. These, however, 
can be worked out and given in terms of actual miles. As an example, it 
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was necessary for many teachers, who came from the southern end of 
the Valley to the convention at Vernon, to cross Okanagan Lake by 
ferry. The ferry charges amounted to seventy-five cents for car and 
driver, and ten cents for each additional passenger. If four persons 
were travelling in the car the total cost was $1.05, or an average of 
twenty-six cents per person. This additional expense per person was 
overcome by adding thirteen miles to that particular teacher's actual 
distance from Vernon. 

Possibly the greatest advantage of this pooling system is the fact 
that practically all details can be worked out prior to the arrival of the 
teachers at the convention. A sheet is prepared listing all schools in the 
convention district. In another column of this sheet is shown the actual 
miles a teacher must travel to the convention centre. These mileages 
were taken from The Official Motorists Guide of British Columbia. A 
third column shows the number of extra miles allowed for ferry cross-
".igs, etc. A fourth column shows the total mileage. In the fifth and sixth 
columns respectively are shown the amounts that teachers from each 
centre would contribute to, or receive from, the pool. 

The pooling rate at Okanagan conventions during the past two years 
has been set at $2.25. Al l teachers resident in the convention centre pay 
this amount into the pool. A teacher from Armstrong, which is fourteen 
miles distant from Vernon, pays $1.69 into the pool as the illustration 
shows: 

Distance from Armstrong to Vernon and return 28 miles 
Pooling rate $2.25 
Travelling allowance at 2c per mile 56 

Amount paid into the pool $1.69 
A Penticton teacher travelling to Vernon would receive $1.19 from 

the pool, as illustrated: 
Distance from Penticton to Vernon and return 146 miles 
Return Ferry allowance 26 

Total miles travelled 172 
Travelling allowance at 2c per mile $3.44 
Pooling rate $2.25 

Amount received from pool $1-19. 

Al l amounts are computed in this way. It will be seen that a teacher 
whose travelling allowance is more than the pooling rate will receive a 
refund from the pool, while a teacher whose travelling allowance is less 
than the pooling rate will contribute to the pool. It is worthy of note 
that neither a large nor small attendance at any convention would defeat 
this system. 

Another great advantage of this pooling method is that all eleventh' 
hour rushes are avoided, as all contributions to, or refunds from, the 
pool are made at the time of registration. A record is kept of all teachers 
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who participate- in the pool, showing the amounts each receives from, or 
contributes to, the pooling fund. 

That this system is a success has been proved beyond doubt. There 
were days in the history of Okanagan Valley Teachers' Association 
Conventions when the pooling rate was $4.00, and the pool di-' little 
better than break even. With a pooling rate of $2.25 under the present 
system, the pool at the Vernon Convention was able to show a very 
healthy balance of $43.50. At the annual business meeting it was thought 
that the pooling rate next year might even be reduced to $2.00. 

The credit for the formulation of this pooling system must go to 
teachers of the Summerland and Penticton schools, for it was through 
them that this method received its first trial. 
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HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS 
By H . M . ROBERTSON, King Gcon c Hi'jh School, Vancouver, Secretary 

of the Mathematics Section, B.C. Secondary Teachers' Association 

T ^ H E unusual activity in mathematics for the province of British 
Columbia, since the year 1933, may be placed as a direct responsi

bility on the shoulders of C. H . Corkum, King George High School, 
Vancouver. Backed by the energy of the Superintendent of Vancouver 
Schools, the persistence and determination of the Minister of Education, 
and the general all round qualities of the Dean of Arts, Mr. Corkum has 
worked tirelessly, ceaselessly and well at his appointed task. 

In 1933, the Mathematics Section of the H . S. T. A . L . M . elected 
Mr. Corkum its chairman. At this time it was felt that the limits for 
Grade XII as outlined in the course of study were not sufficiently defined. 
The chairman very soon had a committee at work, and the results of its 
studies have given satisfaction to all teachers of the subject. ' A com
mittee was then put to work to study the subject matter in Grai'°: IX, X , 
and XI , as there was a feeling that the material could be arranged to 
make the load more even in the different years. Upon investigation, the 
group found that no progress could be made without representatives from 
the Junior High Schools. The committee, enlarged accordingly, presently 
decided that it would be necessary to include Grades VII and VIII from 
the Elementary schools. The representatives of the Elementary schools 
desired the inclusion of teachers from Grades I to V I . Thus was brought 
about a general survey of the work in mathematics from Grades I to XII 
under the leadership of Mr. Corkum. A province-wide discussion 
resulted, so that the Federation was enabled to send to the Department of 
Education the recommendation of the teachers as a whole. It is expected 
that the fruits of this work will be seen in the near future as the authori
ties in Victoria have shown their eagerness to co-operate, M 

This brings us to the present research being carried on by the lower 
mainland group. One of the greatest drawbacks to teaching in the 
interior is the inability of instructors to gather together and discuss their 
problems. We hope that the individual teachers of mathematics will 
remember that they, with the rest of us, belong to the Mathematics 
Section of a provincial body, and will join in the present discussion by 
mailing their views to the secretary of the Mathematics Section of the 
British Columbia Secondary Teachers' Association, King Geoorge High 
School, Vancouver. The subject under discussion is a proposed general 
course in Mathematics for those who may not intend to enter University. 
The intention would be to make the work more interesting and of 
greater practical value. 

The discussion of the end to be attained has brought forth many 
diverse opinions. It was argued by one member that there is no 
"practical" work in the High School course with the possible exception 
of English. In other words, no person on leaving school at the end of 
Grade XII would ever have cause to use the actual subject matter of the 
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courses studied in High School. Secondary Schools really exist for the 
development of good healthy bodies and character. By the latter would 
be meant the ability to live harmoniously with one's fellows, to be honest 
and to do justly. 

T h e n there are some who believe that there is a large transfer from 
the study of mathematics to everyday life. Those holding this traditional 
opinion believe that the reasoning power is developed, that the student 
will be able to arrange facts logically and will be able to accept or reject 
material according to its importance, as a result of the work done in 
school. It is also argued that geometry gives a person valuable ideas 
regarding distance and space which he otherwise would not have. The 
great majority of the teachers who have expressed their opinions feel 
that a course can be prepared in practicul mathematics which will in itself 
be of real value to the average citizen. 

One thing on which all agree is that a more interesting course can be 
formulated, and to arouse interest is in line with modern tendencies. 
However, here again we still have those who feel the subject matter 
should be like a dose of medicine, preferably of the castor oil variety; 
that students should be trained to do a more or less disagreeable job well 
and like it. One teacher said, "If, when I was a boy in England, I was set 
a task and, made a mistake, I got a damn good licking. I became 
accurate." Another teacher explained that he had been teaching the 
course in its present form for a long time and felt that it would be a 
shame to change it! 

"In the multitude of counsellors there is safety", said the Psalmist. 

In any case, the work is going ahead under the watchful eye of Mr. 
Corkum. A committee has been meeting weekly for some time and much 
useful material may be expected. We should guard against ill-considered 
change. On the other hand, we must evidently be on guard also against 
those who oppose any change which may tend to upset their restful calm. 
The call for help which was sent out from the lower mainland when the 
survey was in progress on the work from Grades I to XII resulted in 
correspondence from all parts of the province. The Mathematics Section 
of the High School Teachers of the Lower Mainland is again appealing 
for the assistance and guidance of all interested teachers. 

To summarize, the school should be thought of as a life to livje where 
there is action, co-operation, and the fullest opportunity to put into prac-

'"' tice desirable attitudes, habits, virtues, and ideals. 
—From Report of British Columbia Committee on Educational Philosophy. 

What is "carried over" from one study to another is an ideal of knowledge' and reason rather than a capacity for learning anything. It all 
depends on the attitude of the learner. He may become master of a 
"subject" yet with vision closely confined as by blank walls, orThe may 
become "spectator of all time and all existence." 

—Guy Kendall, in The Spectator, London, December 20, 1935. 
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How Will English Be Treated? 
By RALPH O . NORMAN, Kitsilo.no High School. 

"|V/fR. Armstrong's article on English Literature and the Editor's short 
comment on "Why Students Can't Read," which appeared in past 

issues of this magazine, have awakened in teachers the belief that much 
useful, directive work in regard to curriculum revision may be done by 
giving to individual opinions a wider currency through the medium of 
this magazine. 

In a resolution presented to, and passed by, two successive Easter 
Conventions, the writer summarized his views of the general principles 
that should govern a revision of the curriculum as a whole. Since such a 
revision is being commenced this year, it seems to the writer an opportune 
time to put forth a few suggestions in regard to English, the subject of 
his major interest. 

If this subject is to occupy its rightful position in the new curriculum, 
teachers in general must be prepared to recognize,'in a practical way, that 
English is the very foundation of a liberal education. It is important that 
this be done. 

To treat the foregoing thesis logically and exhaustively, one would 
have to determine, first, the nature and aims of a liberal education; the 
specific school activities—intra-and extra-curricular—that make possible: 
the realization of such aims; and, finally, the relation that English bears 
to these activities. But to follow that plan fully one would require more 
space and attention than can now be spared. : 

Therefore, without going to this length, and without considering the 
merits of the various epistemological theories, we may assume (though 
such an assumption is well-nigh a begging of the question) that prac
tically all knowledge is communicated to pupils through the medium of 
language—English in the case of our own schools. 

Every teacher is a teacher of English, since he teaches in English. 
Whatever the subject of his special work may be, English is being taught 
directly and indirectly. Consequently, the teaching of English cannot be 
restricted to any single classroom. "To expect the English classroom 
alone to neutralize the bad habits of speech acquired in the home and on 
the street is unreasonable. In so far as teachers in all : departments do 
not demand good expression from their pupils, or fail in their own speech 
to use good English, the school harbours an influence that directly un
dermines the work of the English teacher."1 English is not a study co
ordinate with science, history, mathematics and foreign languages. It is 
the supreme medium of expression in all study and school activity, and 
is, therefore, basal. 

i "Reorganization of English iri'ihe Secondary Schools". Bulletin 1917, No. 
Washington, D. C. 

•7 
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The truth of this is becoming so generally recognized among the ad
ministrators of teacher-training institutions that we shall not be surprised 
to learn soon that every prospective teacher of any subject must pass 
a serious and definite test in English before being awarded a certificate 
authorizing him to teach any other subject. 

Some ten years ago Manitoba revised its curriculum, and, in doing 
so, attempted to find "the better adaptation of the elementary and second
ary schools of the needs of the communities which they serve." This 
appears to imply the determination of the aims of education on the basis 
of an analysis of community activities. However, the Province took as 
its starting point the fact that the first objective of education must be 
fulness of life, not professional success—a fact that is not likely to be 
revealed by any analysis of community activities. 

It is significant that the committee in charge of the entire revision 
programme reported in the following terms: "Your Committee believes 
that sound instruction in the mother tongue is the basis of all education. 
The ability to read U N D E R S T A N D I N G L Y should be one of the most 
notable objectives . . . ."-

The same thought was expressed by Dr. Charles \V . Elliott as long 
ago as 1880. "I may avow as a result of my reading and observation 
in the matter of education, that I recognize but one mental acquisition as 
an essential part of the education of a lady or a gentleman, namely, an 
accurate and refined use of the mother-tongue."3 And Professor j . V . 
Denny is reported in The Classical Journal as saying that "the mastery 
of English is a pre-requisite to success in business and social life . . . ." 
Further, the attitude taken by the Manitoba Central Committee was 
strongly supported by the stand which Sir Henry Newbolt had taken 
in his report, The Teaching of English in England. A single refer
ence will serve to illustrate: "One of the most obvious facts of which 
we have to take account is .that education in English is, for all English 
people, a matter of the most vital concern, and one which must, by its 
very-nature, take precedence of all other branches of learning." 

A special Sub-Committee on English in Manitoba reported: "At the 
present time the child's equipment in English frequently lags behind the 
standard of English necessary for the understanding of the other sub
jects being taught him."4 

. This describes what is far from being an unusual situation. One of 
the most frequent sources of disappointment to teachers of science is the 
failure of pupils to understand scientific principles even when they are 
stated in the simplest of English. If pupils do understand these principles, 
it is equally disappointing, to find that they cannot express their know
ledge coherently. 

2 "Interim Report of the Committee on the Review of the Programme of 
Studies". Winnipeg, Man. 

'"Popular Science Monthly". June. 
* "Interim Report of the Committee on the Review of the Programme of 

i Studies". Winnipeg, Man. 
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The ineffectiveness of such inarticulate knowledge in mature per
sons is demonstrated in Smile's "Life of Stephenson." George Stephen
son was arguing one evening on the coal question with Dr. Buckland, 
but was unable to carry his point. His language was not adequate to 
express the basis of his conviction, much less to meet successfully the 
arguments advanced by Dr. Buckland. Stephenson had to retire, to all 
appearances, with a defeated cause. Next day he talked the matter over 
colloquially with the sympathetic and eloquent Sir W. Follett. Later, 
Sir Follett, with the data supplied by Stephenson, met and defeated the 
learned dean on the coal problem, and vindicated the views of the tongue-
tied Stephenson. 

It is quite probable that there is no single defect in the education 
of the ordinary person of which he is so frequently and so painfully 
conscious as his inability to express himself in suitable language—his 
lack of power to put what is in his mind into accurate, clear and force
ful phrases. 

It seems clear, then, that the work in English should be emphasized 
as the basis of all education. It is not a matter of revising merely the 
English course. It is however, a matter of revising the entire curriculum 
to make English dominant—not only, as it is now, in one department, 
but as it should be, in all departments. This need, of which we are 
beginning to be conscious, was felt in Alberta and expressed there in 
the Alberta Handbook for Secondary Schools in these words: "With 
less than ten hours per week, little can be accomplished (in English) 
without the co-operation of all the other departments." 

The teachers in British Columbia, especially those entrusted with the 
task of revising the curriculum, must realize that "unless the foundation 
in' English be truly laid, it is a waste of time to attempt to superimpose 
the other parts of a liberal education upon it."6 

5 Sir Henry Ncwbolt: "The Teaching of English in English". London, Eng. 

The best guarantee of moral growth is an abundance of worth-while 
and interesting work and play, carried on with a maximum of responsi
bility and self-direction, and attended by its own natural reward of 
satisfaction. 

—Prom Report of British Columbia Committee on Educational Philosophy. 
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MEMORIZATION AND DRAMATIZATION 
IN GRADE ONE 

By R E T A H . L A W S O N , Kelowna 

T T is probable that at no stage in children's education do we give 
adequate scope for the dramatic impulse. In many secondary schools 

elaborate plays are successfully enacted from time to time and on state 
occasions dramatic performances of various types are popular features 
of primary and elementary school demonstrations; but the educational 
value of dramatization as an ordinary feature of classroom activity still 
very commonly lacks the recognition it deserves. For this reason, though 
I know that many of my colleagues will have intimate familiarity with 
such devices as I propose to discuss, I have accepted the editor's invitation 
to report upon certain simple procedures that I have found very helpful 
in my own classroom. 

First, I look about for verses adapted to dramatization by the little 
folk of my primary department. For Grade I such verses must be simple 
and fairly short and must have a direct appeal to the child's interest, 
experience and imagination. 

The teacher should read the selected vers.es to the class, at least twice, 
without comment, to let the general trend of the content be discovered; 
then she may develop or build up the details by questions and discussion. 
In so far as is practicable the children should be allowed to create their 
own mental pictures. The meaning of all of the less well known words 
should be made clear and then the class should tell the story in their own 
words. Freedom of expression should, of course, be encouraged. 

When it is plain that no confusion exists as to the meaning, the class 
is ready for the memorization of the verses. As the children repeat them, 
the teacher should devote careful attention to proper intonation, clear 
diction and correctly produced vowels. It should be unnecessary to warn 
teachers to be on guard against the usual brightly artificial effect created 
by the average child "speaking a piece" in public; but, alas! such warning 
is needed. 

Next day the class will be ready to play what they have learned. The 
teacher must remember that acting is creative play and that, to be educa
tionally effective, it must arise naturally from a life situation and from 
spontaneous impulses. 

Let the youngsters say what should be done, and how. This will 
encourage freedom in natural creative expression on the children's part. 
It is the teacher's place to guide, rather than to dictate. She must organize 
and control the activities of her little associates, suggesting improvements 
that will convey the meaning more effectively. At this stage it is often 
wise to divide the class into an acting group and a reciting group. This 
permits the little actors to give undivided attention to timing their move
ments in relation to the words. 

http://vers.es


JANUARY, 1936 Page Thirty-seven 

The following ditty has proved suitable for dramatization by a Grade 
I class, as it is full of action and has a strong imaginative appeal: 

M Y LADY W I N D 

My Lady Wind, my Lady Wind 
Went round about the house to find 
A chink to put her foot in. 
She tried the keyhole in the door, 
She tried the crevice in the floor; 
My Lady Wind, she tried and tried 
To drive the chimney soot in. 

The second verse is similar except for the last line, which reads: 
"And drove the chimney soot in". 

The proper atmosphere may be created by talking of what the wind 
does and how we can tell when it is blowing, even if we are indoors and 
cannot hear or feel it. Arouse associations of ideas relating the wind to 
the movements of the trees. This will suggest the desirability of having 
some of the children represent trees with swaying branches. 

Develop the idea of the wind in the poem being a lady whom we can 
see as well as hear and feel. One child suggested that she should be 
dressed in paper streamers and that an electric fan should blow her about. 

As the play opens, the place for the Lady Wind will, of course, be 
among the trees. 

While the first group recite the verse, the actors stand in close-ring 
formation, representing the house. A t the proper moment Lady Wind 
streams out from among the trees, with rhythmically waving arms and 
crying "Oo-ool" She tries unsuccessfully to penetrate the chinks and 
crevices, and, baffled, retires to the trees. Next time she succeeds, and 
the actors in the ring fall down like the soot and are scattered across the 
room by the pursuing Lady Wind. 

Of course, as Kipling reminded us, 
There are nine and sixty ways of constructing tribal lays, 
And every single one of them is right! 

and the same principle applies to the dramatization of children's poetry, 
granted only the proviso that the actors must be actors, not puppets. 

E D U C A T I O N F O R E S T H E T I C D E V E L O P M E N T 

Esthetic experience is not a matter of impression only. Pupils should 
be encouraged to discuss their likes and dislikes in the realm of art and 
also to attempt artistic expression of their own feelings and impulses. 
Even if only moderately successful, such expression has a powerful effect 
in producing sympathetic insight into the works of others, and in increas
ing the power of artistic appreciation. 

—From Report of British Columbia Committee on Educational Philosophy. 
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GENERAL SCIENCE IN THE RURAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 

By L . A . W K I N C I I , Port Moody 

\ T thc outset tlie writer wishes to confess than he is no expert in the 
field of General Science. Like many other teachers in rural high 

schools, however, he is forced to deal with many subjects other than those 
in which he has had special academic training. 

The purpose of this article will be primarily to set out certain problems 
and compensations of the rural set-up, with a few practical suggestions, 
hoping that the specialists will come forward with detailed information in 
regard to such matters as texts, source of material and apparatus as are 
unknown to the writer and his fellow teachers in the small high schools. 

Let us first consider the problems peculiar to the small high school. 
A great handicap is the lack of actual time for teaching work. In a four-
grade class carrying eight subjects, an average allowance for general 
science will mean little over an hour per week (in my own school, 65 
minutes), probably subdivided again into three or four short periods. 
Thrice that time will be spent in some form of seat-work, and the 
dangerous consequence is that the so-called teaching period is devoted to 
little more than the assignment and checking up of exercises, with a little 
hasty experimenting when possible. This precludes entirely the oppor
tunity for class visits to industrial sites or museums,—a most interesting 
and valuable part of a course in a graded high school.-

Not only is time lacking,—a responsible class might make such a trip 
under a. suitable monitor,—but the local points of interest and value are 
either very limited or probably better understood by the pupils than by 
the teacher. It would require quite a bit of local education, moreover, to 
persuade parents that "school learning" was much forwarded by studying 
the means whereby the family meal ticket is provided. 

It is obvious then that the course will be largely confined to the class
room, and, in the short time available, the maximum of experiment and 
demonstration must be introduced. In most small high schools the 
apparatus available will be sadly limited. If Chemistry and Physics are 
both taught, some laboratory equipment will be provided, but the practical 
models of greatest value can only be prepared by much ingenuity and 
manipulation, and the use of more time than a teacher can properly devote 
to one subject. It is possible to show the plan of a steam engine by using 
tin cans and a soldering iron, but in the meanwhile the regular duties of 
school administration would be dangerously neglected. 

However, as we have noted, the rural teacher has a great deal of time 
to dispose of in seat-work, and here it would appear that, some of thc lost 
ground may be gained. The pupils may engage in projects both of con-

."'••Structioa and study of source books, and so by personal study obtain a 
rn'i'.eh sounder grasp of fundamentals than will he achieved by spoon 
feeding. That is what we're told. Actually the sources aren't there. Verv 
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few small towns h:ivi' \\ 1 : 1 1 . v school boards i n i b i s day and age 
arc providing nm . • ul. The attemj)tcd study, of reference 
books may often uu l\.<r c. scanning of a couple of encyclo
pedias o f the M i •• iuU• \ id. ,vb-:re radio is only mentioned under 
radioactivity. \ \ ub • • \w\ • cr i nslruclion work hy pupils the Held 
is limited greatly by (U, I; : nv. by the poverty of both school and 
pupils and by the la ' <;• .•,;uiic ••. .'••-•xtcrily. This is scarce enough in 
any region, but partk . • il.-, ••• •„• immunities where manual training 
has been abandoned o- lu.- - be-i introduced. 

Of necessity, mo.v r e fn r • -ismst placed on the quality of the text 
and the inspiration of . • ..«r. T w resent prescribed text leaves much 
to be desired. (That is, <\M-. -:n.n«i.--rd jv •• .-:e of criticism and is not used in 
personal animosity to au-": r ,r .- r i e c i ) . Backed up by proper demon
stration and extra exams i c ; •.•KSiiie n: . e the basis of an excellent course 
in a school where a scier.ee- " •.-."--aiist ;. employed. But in those schools 
other and more interestin- ic have g-n erally been adopted. Why not in 
the smaller schools? La-.-iil -m:.:.-e U e teacher has not time or oppor
tunity to make an extensi.- <^;:.uicTa:ion of texts and because some tradi
tional text is available mud rruor- rhisaply and at second-hand. Any policy 
of purchasing new and erpemsi - fer.tbooks is naturally unpopular in 
smaller centres and the tea.her r. •: : . ke very closely to heart the prob
lems of the locality, financial .or .;:lj-.:r vise. It is to be hoped that our 
curricular revision will introc.icies- trts-;--.xt in General Science more suited 
to rural schools, one which wlli .sr,-;t -r ;;ins of developing pupil activity, 
and that, if possible, it will b e . - t c o w r n s B M ' : * b y some sort of manual similar 
to those available for Physic- attK. >"'.raphy. Considering the varied 
interests of the rural school, tie; te: -nw.tld contain much more material 
than a class could cover. Thi; v:.:ir:.,-: allow for the selection of Delco 
material as would be of greatest \ u z v . "tun;. Practical knowledge of Delco 
plants, for example, would be a boon many pupils who will spend their 
lives away from power lines, while nut-::rnr.>lems of severage disposal could 
be cut short at the principle of tl:-:: .siep_:-tr.nk. 

Finally, there is the problem ;f: t - teacher himself. Perhaps one 
teacher out of ten is really intcrenesd s^ri iias specialized in science. He 
has an excellent library in his head rund ..-.- ran make this course most vital 
and inspiring. The writer has very pk^aant memories of his own first 
year General Science course, taugb-. Iby :. scholar who was in touch with 
all the recent developments and ap:-Hnatains of science to daily life. But 
the teacher may be a classics man. a rfstory specialist or an expert in 
English, who, with the best intention*, the world, can add but little to 
the information supplied by the pupil.-*" textbook and regretfully resigns 
himself to a textbook course. If any supplement could be obtained which 
would provide the needed material in an available form, I am certain that 
it would be most thankfully received. 

So much for the special problems of the rural lesvdicr of General 
Science. It would not be fair to close this article vctcfatmr some reference 
to the happier side of the subject. A rural teacher ^normally has almost 
complete control of his time and may prolong a '•-rr; d if necessary, 
although this policy can be dangerous if applied only to---special or preferred 

(Concluded on p. 49) 
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What does the Teacher expect of the 
Principal ? 

By ZIILLA M . M A N N I N G , Seymour School, Vancouver. 

" T T E A C H E R S are human beings. They are motivated by the same 
feelings and desires and ideals that motivate all normal persons. 

Emotionalized habit, fear, anger, security, social approvals, and the 
urge for self-expression are as curiously interwoven in the fabric 
of their natures as they arc in that of the writer and the reader of 
this page. 

"No supervisor who does not take account of the vagaries of 
human nature can possibly promote creative teaching among' the 
teachers whom he supervises. To the degree that he makes teachers 
publicly uncomfortable about their habits, he fails.' To the degree 
that he stimulates fear or hostility toward himself or the innovations 
he espouses, he fails. To the degree that he promotes insecurity, or 
thwarts their desires to express themselves in their own ways, he 
fails." 

The foregoing passage is quoted from Supervision and the Creative 
Teacher" (Fifth Yearbook), Department of Supervisors and Directors of 
Instruction, National Education Association. 

Just as a principal's success depends upon the co-operation of his 
staff, so does a teacher's happiness depend upon the confidence she 
has in her principal. And just as truly as there are good and poor 
teachers, so are there good and poor principals. It is from her for
tunate association with some of the most successful principals in 
this province that the writer bases her answers to this question. 
They are by no means all-inclusive. 

Because a principal holds his position either by right of his years 
of experience or by special professional training, it is he who sets 
forth for his staff a definite educational policy or philosophy. This 
may be the thought of a Dewey, a Morrison, a Bagley, or a Kilpatrick, 
or it may be the fruit of his own personal experience. One thing is 
certain, that the particular star to which he hitches his wagon he 
must make, in part at least, the star of every teacher on his staff. 
Kline' says, "Today the principal is more than an administrator. He is 
the social engineer of his district. He' must be able; to discover the 
forces for good or evil which influence the educational activities of 
his school. He must be able to interpret his philosophy of education, 
as well as the program of the school, to all citizens." 

In spite of George Bernard Shaw's "Those who can, do; those 
who can't, teach," the teacher's intelligence and desire to give good 
service may be taken for granted. Such being the case, principals 
must act upon the belief that teachers are capable of dealing intelli-
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gently with classroom situations. The helpful principal then is the 
one who hy his counsel and direction helps a teacher define her own 
problems and then leads her to solve her own, difficulties. The more 
faith he shows in her ability to do this, the greater will be her success 
in the solution. There must always be that feeling, however, that 
he is her personal friend and adviser, upon whose sympathy, help and 
support she can unfailingly rely. 

Just as thc teacher has a right to expect a sympathetic attitude 
towards herself, she also has the right to expect the same sympathetic 
attitude towards the children. In this age of subject specialization 
teachers and principals alike are inclined to put too much emphasis 
upon the subject-matter and too little upon thc child. If, as Burton 
claims, "the ultimate aim of all education is happiness for thc indi
vidual," the place where such a large part of that education is ob
tained, the school, should not resemble penal institutions, as some 
schools do. That the school exists for the child, not the child for 
the school, should never be overlooked. 

Since a school staff is made up of normal, intelligent, educated 
human beings, the wise principal will make his school a bureau of 
exchange where ideas are the medium. Teachers should feel free 
to make suggestions on all phases of classroom management, teach
ing methods, and general school policy. Staff meetings should be 
staff discussions, where each teacher will not only receive help but 
give help. Where such a situation exists, no teacher feels that she 
has ceased to be a person and has become instead a mere cog in the 
wheel. 

Should a principal desire certain teaching methods to be employed, 
he should be willing to give demonstration lessons illustrating the 
methods he wishes used. These model lessons need in no way cause 
embarassment to the teacher. A little tact on the part of the principal 
will overcome any possibility of the pupils thinking that the teacher 
is being taught. 

Just as the principal is the administrative head of the school, 
the teacher must be recognized as the administrative head of her 
classroom. Every good principal realizes that observance of the 
little courtesies in the seemingly unimportant details of everyday 
school life will increase her respect for him just as much as any 
marked ability he may be able to show. Appreciating this, he will 
not fail to ask her permission when he desires to speak to the class, 
or allow her to decide which of her pupils is to be sent on an errand. 
Nor will he be guilty of that unpardonable sin against professional 
etiquette, correcting her in the presence of her pupils. 

. What grade teacher has not experienced that inward glow when 
her principal has fearlessly backed her in matters of discipline, or 
when dealing with dissatisfied parents? Perhaps no element in 
school administration calls forth staff loyalty to a greater degree 
than knowing that the principal can be depended upon to back them. 
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This does not mean that a principal must assume that his teachers 
are always right, and that the pupils or parents are always wrong. 
Knowing that it is his teachers who make his school a success or 
failure, the wise principal will never sacrifice the goodwill of his 
staff for the goodwill of either parents or pupils. Where the teacher 
is wrong, she can be corrected in private. 

In case of friction between teacher and supervisor, the teacher 
has a right to expect her principal's support if she is carrying out his 
ideas. 

Another factor in making the school a smoothly-running machine 
is proper grading. As Perry puts it, "One of the most important 
duties of the principal is to place each pupil in the class in which 
the greatest service can be rendered him." A teacher cannot render 
the desired service to a child who has been improperly placed. With 
the wealth of testing material that is now available, a fairly accurate 
grading is no longer an impossibility. 

To put the principal "on the mat" is not the intention of this 
article. Classroom teachers more than any other factor in the educa
tional scheme appreciate the responsibility that our system forces 
upon our principals. In addition to the administration and supervision 
of their schools, the added burden of part-time and in some cases 
almost full-time teaching is added. The surprising part is that with 
all their heavy duties, so many of then!' find time to commend, en
courage and inspire. 

Of the ideal principal it might be said: He u. ranged a conference; 
he took me to the mountain top and showed mi his hopes and his 
plans, then set me free to work out my part of the design. 

V N E W magazine which we are glad to welcome among our exchanges 
is The Nexv York Teacher, organ of the Teachers' Union of New 

York City. This union is affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor and has evidently come into existence to fight serious grievances 
and encroachments upon the teacher's liberty and recognizes in organized 
labor its chief ally against fascism. A witty editorial ironically warns 
teachers of the subversive influence that may be exercised by such 
un-American writers as Emerson, Lowell, Whittier, Mark Twain, Wash
ington Irving and the writers in The Federalist, whose most characteristic 
doctrines would throw into paroxysms the guardians of American liberty, 
such as the Hearst press and their allies. 
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NEWS, PERSONAL A 
Edited by MAURICE DES BRISAY, 

T k / f E M B E R S of the teaching pro-
fession were grieved to learn 

of the passing of two well-known 
British Columbia teachers during 
the past month. 

Mrs. Jean Templer, whose death 
was reported December 18, was one 
of the pioneer teachers of the prov
ince, having first taught in Sardis 
forty-four years ago. It was here 
that Mrs. Templer won many 
friends by her generous after-
hours work in coaching students 
to become teachers. Many of these 
students later became prominent not 
only as teachers, but also as doc
tors and lawyers. 

Mrs. Templer taught until she 
was 72, and was in her seventy-
eighth year when she died. During 
her life she attended International 
Sunday School conventions in Pal
estine and in Rome, and travelled 
extensively in both North America 
and Europe. She was successively 
vice-principal of Hastings, Fair-
view and Mount Pleasant Schools. 
Ontario was her native province. 

Miss Ella Dawson Perkins, who 
died December 26, taught succes
sively at Lord Roberts, Cecil 
Rhodes and Fairview High School 
of Commerce. A native of Char-
lottetown, she graduated from Dal-
housie University and was a char
ter member of the Vancouver 
Women's University Club. Miss 
Perkins held, an executive position 
in the Dalhousie Women's Society, 
and was well known in both the 
East and Vancouver. 

The B. C. Teacher extends its 
sincere sympathy to those bereaved 
by the passing of Miss Perkins and 
Mrs. Templer. 

ND MISCELLANEOUS 
1206 Maple St., Vancouver, B. C. 

\ X T E are informed by the Regis-
V * trar, Mr. Stanley W. Mat

thews, that, for the University of 
British Columbia Summer Session. 
1936, the following courses have 
been approved: Biology la; Chem
istry 1; Chemistry 2; Economics 1 ; 
Economics—course to be arranged ; 
Education 1; Education—course to 
be arranged; English 2; English 5; 
English 17; English—course to be 
arranged; French 1; French 2; 
French 3c; Geography 1; German, 
Beginners; German 2; History 1; 
History 4; History 18; Latin la; 
Latin 2a; Latin 4; Mathematics 1 ; 
Mathematics 10; Philosophy la ; 
Philosophy lb; Philosophy 7; 
Physics 1; and Physics 2. 

* * * * 
The unusual is news. It would 

be news if school staffs of the prov
ince were suddenly to accept the 
invitations in the last two issues 
and send in to this department 
items of personal interest. 

* * * * 
Mr. J. Ray Atkinson, who has 

been teaching Social Studies and 
Physical Education at Lord Byng 
High School during the past twelve 
months, has returned to his more 
familiar home, Point Grey Junior 
High School. Unlike the prodigal, 
however, he returns in glory, hav
ing been appointed vice-president 
of the school to replace Mr. J . H . 
Creighton, now doing Provincial 
Social Service work. 

* * * * 
Dr. Hugh Morrison, until Christ

mas principal of Prince George 
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High School, has been selected to 
the position formerly held by Mr. 
Atkinson at Lord Byng High 
School. Dr. Morrison, who has 
done post-graduate work at Clark 
University and University of 
Toronto, has taught at Squamish 
and at Vanderhoof. 

* * * * 
Miss Bessie Scott, a member of 

the staff of Mackenzie School staff, 
left early in September for Durban, 
South Africa, where she will marry 
Mr. Alex Silver, the wedding to 
take place at the end of June. En 
route she will visit friends in Scot
land, travelling to South Africa 
via the Mediterranean and Suez 
Canal. 

* * * * 
Any Vancouver teacher wishing 

to exchange next year to Hamilton, 
Ont... should notify Miss D. E . 
Saxley, 157 Sanford Avenue South, 
Hamilton. Miss Saxley, who has 
taught five years in Hamilton, 
wishes to make an exchange with a 
Vancouver teacher. 

* * * * 
"There are more holes in the 

teeth of British Columbia children 
• than there are in British Columbia 

roads," according to Hon. G. M . 
Weir, Provincial Secretary. The 
statement is partially based on a 
survey of Nelson school children's 
teeth, which showed that 94.5 per 
cent, of the total number required 
dental treatment. 

* * * * 
Vancouver schools plan to par

ticipate in the City's Golden Jubilee 
celebrations this year if sufficient 
financial support is provided. Ten
tative plans for a pageant portray
ing the city's history are. being 
formulated: 

MR. BINNS. 

After many years of teaching, 
both in England and Victoria, Mr. 
William PL Binns, Supervisor of 
Technical Education for the City 
of Victoria, retired at the end of 
last term. 

Coming to Victoria in 1900 un
der the auspices of the MacDonald 
Trust Fund for Manual Training 
in public schools, Mr. Binns be
came supervisor of school manual 
training centres. In 1912 he or
ganized and became supervisor of 
night school classes. Eight years 
later the Technical Department of 
Victoria High School was opened. 
Mr. Binns for a number of years 
directed Summer School classes in 
handwork and industrial art. 

Long before the days of the Brit
ish Columbia Teachers' Federation, 
Mr. Binns was a strong advocate 
of teachers' organizations. Having 
worked under a Teachers' Pension 
scheme in England, he strongly sup-
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ported a similar scheme in British 
Columbia. During the years when 
the Teacher Conventions were un
der the direction of the Education 
Department, he was one of a com
mittee that obtained information 
from the Old Country pertaining 
to pensions, constitutions and ac
tivities of teachers in getting rep
resentatives elected to Parliament. 
He has been a staunch supporter of 
the British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation, both d i r e c t l y and 
through the local association. 

Recently the Technical and Man
ual Training teachers of Victoria 
tendered Mr. Binns a banquet at 
the Dominion Hotel, and made a 
suitable presentation as a token of 
their esteem and goodwill. 

* * * * 
Capt. George Breadner, B.A. 

(Manitoba University), has been 
appointed to the position made va

cant by the retirement of Mr. 
Binns. 

Capt. Breadner joined the Vic
toria staff in 1912. In 1915 lie en
tered the Royal Naval Air Service, 
returning to his position on tne 
Victoria staff at the close of the 
War. Since that time he has been 
teaching in the Technical Depart
ment of the Victoria High School. 

N A T I O N A L S C H O L A R S H I P S . 
Mr. A. E . Corrigan, of Ottawa, 

states that he intends to introduce 
a measure into the House of Com
mons providing for national schol
arships for brilliant students. The 
suggestion is that the Dominion 
Government grant 1000 scholar
ships, valued at $400, annually, 
with free tuition. In Great Britain 
there are over 73,000 scholarships; 
in New Zealand, 2000. It is time 
that Canada considered seriously 
this question. 

; A C E N T U R Y O F I N S U R A N C E S E R V I C E 

Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ltd. 

(A BRITISH COMPANY) 
.WESTERN CANADA BRANCH OFFICE 

YORKSHIRE BUILDING, VANCOUVER, B .C . BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION GROUP 
» ACCIDENT AND SiCKNESS 

A G E N T S F O R T H E S O C I E T Y A N D T H E F E D E R A T I O N 

C R O S S L E Y I N S U R A N C E L I M I T E D 
516 Standard Rank Building, Vancouver, B .C . Phone: Trin. 6516 
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" W H O IS W H O " IN T H E 
B. C. T . F . 

By M A U R I C E P . DESBRISAY. 

Can a man be so busy that he is 
unable to take on extra work? A r 
gument pro and con was waxing 
warm at the British Columbia 
Teacher editorial meeting. It was 
Sam Northrop who finally settled 
the question. 

"Look at Johnnie Burnett. We 
put him on an extra committee the 
other day, and he was on pretty 
much every Federation committee 
already." 

It was true. John N . Burnett, 
believe it or not, whose picture 
appears on the cover of this maga
zine, is on almost every important 
committee of the British Columbia 
Teachers' Federation. Not that he 
is an honorary member resting on 
his laurels like an aged senator. 
Far from that. There's no rest for 
the wicked, and Johnnie is pretty 
bad. Here, there, and everywhere, 
delving into finance, membership, 
publicity, conventions, A l u m n i 
work, militia training, teaching, and 
incidentally steadily improving his 
own education through post-gradu
ate, studies, Johnnie is,.ivery inch a 
worker. :, 

"Never think you're busy/, id 
you'll find time to-do everything," 
is his-advice. Strangely enough, in 

p'.i;t'e of the British Columbia 
Teachers' Federation membership 
drive conducted by Johnnie during 
the Christmas holidays, he found 
time (here Cmr information is in
complete—rmaybe it wrls his wife 
who •:fpttn&£th?$4tme^^ 

i\varnish jthejkitchen-fl^br. 

Rather small of stature, he has 
been called a "dynamo of energy." 

Certainly the machinei • of the Brit
ish Columbia Teachers' Federation 
would suffer if it were to lose its 
dynamo. Such energy is evidenced 
by the record-breaking work of the 
Membership Committee of which 
John is chairman. The paid-up 
membership today in the British 
Columbia Teachers' Federation is 
higher than it was by thc beginning 
of March last year. Yet last year's 
membership under the same chair
man was the highest in the history 
of the British Columbia Teachers' 
Federation. 

In his spare time during the day, 
Mr. Burnett, a principal, ably 
guides the destiny of Aberdeen Ele
mentary School. In fact, Mr. Bur
nett's guidance has probably influ
enced the destinies of many schools, 
for last year he was president of 
the Vancouver Principals' Associa
tion. 

Although he left Scotland at the 
age of twelve, Johnnie apparently 
retains his native thriftiness. Like 
a true Scot, this University of Brit
ish Columbia Alumni president 
hints suggestively that it's too 
bad The British Columbia Teacher 
couldn't give some publicity to the 
membership drive of the Alumni 
Association. We'll have to think 
about that! 

Space does not permit enumera
tion of the many and varied posts 
held by Mr. Burnett. Suffice it to 
say that he believes being busy is 
the way to enjoy life. "Life is too 
short to waste it doing nothing," 
he says, and it is with this thought 

-that we leave our busy Federation 
worker, trusting he will get the co
operation he seeks to make life in 
the Federation worth living. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF DECEMBER NEWS 
By J . E . GIBBARD, Magee 

Motion of Dr. W . A . Riddell at 
Geneva to apply oil sanctions 
against Italy was unauthorized, it 
was officially announced on Decem
ber 1. L . B. Pearson was appointed 
December 9 to replace Dr. Riddell 
oil the Committee of Eighteen on 
League Sanctions. 

* * * * 
A transatlantic air conference at 

Ottawa on December 2 approved 
survey flights and experimental mail 
service during the coming year. 

* * * * 
Conclusions of the Dominion-

Provincial Conference, December 
9-13: 

A census of unemployed and un-
employables to be held; a commis
sion to supervise and co-ordinate 
relief administration; increased Do
minion grants to provinces for re
lief. (Premier King on December 
19 announced an increase in grants 
for provincial relief of $1,313,437 
per month.) 

Canada should have power to 
amend its own constitution; pro
vincial fields of taxation should be 
more clearly defined; where Do
minion and provinces impose the 
same kind of taxes there should be 
co-operation in administration; the 
Dominion will consider increasing 
to 50 per cent, the depletion allow
ance ir. income tax computations. 
Company laws should be uniform 
throughout Canada. 

Costs of Trans-Canada Highway 
and feeders to be split 50-50. Pro
vinces to attempt uniform highway 
transportation rates. 

* * * * 
The waterfront strike at Van-

High School, Vancouver. 

couver officially ended on Decem
ber 9. 

* * * * 
The King Government threw out 

three public works projects for un
employment relief at Montreal, 
Toronto and Ottawa t o t a l l i n g 
$2,735,482. 

* * * * 
". . . that government of the 

people, by the people, and for the 
people should not perish . . ." 

Mr. Justice Guibault ruled on 
O.-cember 16 that all ballots cast 
in Terrebonne division were illegal, 
null and void because they did not 
have printed on the back a square 
for the returning officer's initials 
as required by the Quebec Election 
Act. Anthony Lessard, chief re
turning officer of the county then 
declared Hon. A . David elected by 
a majority of one vote—Lessard's 
own. 

* * * * 
Premier King announced on De

cember 27 that by agreement with 
Hon, S. Kato, Japanese Minister 
to Canada, the trade war begun 
August 5 would end January 1. 

* * * * 
Religious riots at Lahore on 

December 1 caused three deaths 
and over twenty-five other casual
ties, and similar troubles at Cal
cutta on December 29 caused two 
deaths and a score of injuries. 

*4* ^ 'K 
Abolition of the Irish Free State 

Senate was voted by the Dail at 
the request of De Valera on Decem
ber 12, 76 to 57. 

* * * * 
The Australian Government on 

December 10 ordered all transport 
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workers at Melbourne and Sydney, 
where the Seamen's Union is on 
strike, to obtain licenses revokable 
in case of "illegal" strike. 

The British Guiana Labor Union 
on December 13 decided to "boy
cott" the commission to investigate 
recent sugar plantation labor dis
turbances. 

* * * * 
The National Association of 

Manufacturers and National Indus
trial Council on December 5 adopted 
plans to work politically during the 
next campaign for the defeat of 
President Roosevelt and his New 
Deal. 

* * * * 
Dr. F . E . Townsend announced 

December 13 the Townsend Plan 
will enter Presidential and Congres
sional candidates i:i the 1936 elec
tion. 

* * * • * 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A . Lind

bergh and their three-year-old son, 
Jon, spent Christmas on the Ameri
can Importer well on their way to 
a life of voluntary exile in England 
as a result of threats against the 
child. 

* * * * 
The "Church Department" of the 

German secret political police on 
December 5 warned two leading 
pastors of the Confessional Synod 
that their opposition to the state 
supremacy decree of Minister for 
Church Affairs Hans Kerrl con
stituted high treason. Two high 
officials of the Catholic Church 
were arrested December 9 for vio
lating the law "for protection of the 
state and nation." 

* * * * 
Japan on December 9, the open

ing day of the London Naval Con
ference, opposed the U . S. A . pro

posal for a general naval reduction 
of as much as 20 per cent. On 
December 11 she formally de
manded naval equality with Great 
Britain and the United States. 

* * * * 
Reports from Paris of an agree

ment between Hoare and Laval for 
a settlement giving Italy 150,000 
square miles of Ethiopian territory 
roused protests in Britain on De
cember 9. With but slight modi
fications the Government decided 
next day to proceed with the pro
posals, but on December 11 hast
ened to assure Parliament that 
Italy, Ethiopia and the League 
must all be satisfied. The plan was 
published at Geneva on December 
13, and included also an Italian 
economic c o n t r o l of Southern 
Ethiopia and an outlet to the sea 
for Ethiopia. The opposition in 
Great Britain was so great as to 
compel the resignation of Hoare 
on December 18, to be replaced by 
Eden on December 22. 

* * * * 
An Italian War Office com

munique for the first time on De
cember 17 admitted a defeat at the 
hands of Abyssinian forces. 

* * * * 
President Masaryk of Czecho

slovakia officially resigned on De
cember 14, after decreeing a gen
eral amnesty to political prisoners 
and ordering the army to remain 
security of the nation. On Decem
ber 18 Dr. Edouard Benes, Minis
ter of Foreign Auairs since the in
ception of the republic, became the 
second president. 

* * * * 
The French Senate on December 

24 gave final reading to the bill to 
suppress those political leagues 
which provoke armed manifesta-



JANUARY, 1936 Page Forty-nine 

tions in the streets, have the char
acteristics of a militia or lighting 
force, or aim at the overthrow of 
the republic by force. It also ac
cepted the Deputies' bill against 
carrying arms at political meetings. 

* * * * 
Have you read Road of Ages 

by Robert Nathan? On December 
22 an American fund was started 
to aid non-Russian Jewish settle
ment in Birobidjan, the Palestine 
of Siberia. 

* * * * 
Continued rioting in Cairo led to 

the resignation of the Egyptian 
Cabinet on December 11, a royal 
decree restoring constitutional gov
ernment on December 12, and an 
other to establish direct universal 
suffrage on December 17. 

Frequent clashes o c c u r r e d 
throughout the month between 

forces of Manchoukuo, Mongolia, 
Peiping- Chahar and the Chinese 
National Government. New semi-
independent states were set up in 
Outer Mongolia and in Chahar-
Hopeh, the latter under the aegis of 
the National Government. The 
Japanese Government announced 
the attitude of the latter remains 
friendly. Student riots broke out 
against independence in Peiping 
and the yielding of the government 
to independent and pro-Japanese 
developments in Shanghai a n d 
along the Shanghai-Nanking Rail
way. 

Grave p o l i t i c a l disturbances 
broke out in Venezuela following 
the death of the President-Dictator, 
Vicente Gomez. Martial law was 
reported on December 23, but strict 
censorship prevented reliable infor
mation regarding the situation 
from getting abroad. J . E . G. 

(Continued from Page Thirty-nine) 

subjects. In the case of science, however, it gives a definite advantage. 
The type of student is usually high. Attendance at a rural high school 
means considerable sacrifice on the pan: of the students and the parents, 
for such a school usually draws from a large area. To 1 students of this 
type the teacher can open a wonderful window on the organization of the 
world, a window through which his students will gaze with an eagerness 
in pleasant contrast to the blase glance of the metropolitan youngster, to 
whom most of this is "old stuff". The small group, seldom much larger 
than ten, allows for a much better study of the individual and his require
ments, and permits a degree of pupil co-operation that, in a crowded class
room, would result only in Babel. The idea of a selective course has been 
suggested above and could be developed most usefully where a local 
industry or need provides a special stimulus. Pupils in a fruit-growing 
region could make a profitable study of canning and dehydrating methods, 
and the lumbering and pulp areas would have a live topic ready at hand. 
Certainly the science course in a. rural high school can be made a most 
wonderful thing, but the teacher is working under handicaps which can 
only be removed by much co-operation and assistance on the part of 
specialists. 

If this is offered through the columns of The 13. C. Teacher, or through 
department correspondence, not only will the burden on the teachers be 
made lighter but the value of education in relation to practical living will 
be greatly increased. 
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BRITISH C O L U M B I A T E A C H E R S ' FEDERATION 

S T A T E M E N T O F A C C O U N T S 

SEEDS, MARTIN & Co. 
Chartered Accountants. Vancouver, B.C., 

September 20, 1935. 

British Columbia Teachers' Federation, 
Vancouver, B. C . 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 
We present herewith your audited statements of accounts for the 

year ended June 30, 1935. 
We submit a schedule of accounts due to Federation mostly for 

advertising and would suggest that the accounts shown in the Bad and 
Doubtful columns, amounting to $99.00, be given to some outside agency 
for collection. , 

The annexed Balance Sheet is, in our opinion, a full and fair Balance 
Sheet, and is properly drawn up to exhibit a true and correct view of 
the affairs of the Federation as shown by the books. 

SEEDS, MARTIN & Co., 
Chartered Accountants. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA TEACHERS' FEDERATION 
R E V E N U E A C C O U N T 

For the Year ended June 30, 1935. 

REVENUE: 
Fees i: $12,206.30 
Miscellaneous 39,02 
Interest 188.63 

$12,433.95 

Annual Convention, Income $1,337.70 
Expense 1,526.63 

188.93 

Net Revenue $12,245.02 

EXPENSES: 
Salaries $6,752.50 

Travelling General Secretary $ 624.53 
Executive 1,134.87 
Sundry 252.33 

" Fall Conventions 204.62 
District Councils 286.72 

2,503.07 
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Magazine, Printing $2,498.60 
Salaries and Extra Help .. 81.00 
Rent 120.00 
Sundries 86.92 
Mailing 194.87 
Commission 200.00 

$3,181.39 
Less Subscriptions and 

Advertising 3,692.78 
Net Profit on Magazine 511.39 

$8,744.18 

G E N E R A L E X P E N S E : 

Rent 420.00 
Telegraph and Telephone 297.39 
Books, Stationery and Supplies 286.29 
Postage, Excise and Express 257.47 
Legal, Bond and Audit 229.00 
Subscriptions and Advertising 64.60 
Miscellaneous 226.86 
Depreciation Furniture 117.00 
Honoraria 15.00 
Printing 54.85 
Publicity 35.44 
Group Insurance (after deduction Bad Debts) .. 96.60 
Scholarship 50.00 
B . C . Secondary Teachers 211.65 
Provincial Elementary Teachers 153.50 
Educational Finance 81.20 
Education Week 194.19 
Rural Teachers 25.65 11,560.87 

Surplus for Year $ 684.15 

B A L A N C E S H E E T 

BRITISH C O L U M B I A T E A C H E R S ' FEDERATION 

As at June 30, 1935. 

A S S E T S • -V ": <, 
L I Q U I D : 

Cash on hand and in Bank $7,132.16 
Accounts Receivable: 

Magazine - $428.68 
Insurance 114.50 543.18 

Investment of $2,000.00 P. G. E . 
Bonds at cost - 1,892.18 i 

1 
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Advances to Officers against Expenses 625.00 
Post Office Deposit 17.00 

10,209.52 
O F F I C E F U R N I T U R E $2,340.11 

Less Depreciation 1,076.40 
1,263.71 

G . A . FERGUSSON M E M O R I A L F U N D : 
$1,000.00 B. C. Power Bonds at Cost $ 989.49 
Cash in Bank 173.79 

1,163.28 
D E F F E R R E D C H A R G E S : 

Stationery and Supplies 200.00 
Insurance : 18.75 

218.75 

$12,855.26 

L I A B I L I T I E S 

G . A . FERGUSSON M E M O R I A L F U N D $ 1,163.28 
PROVINCIAL E L E M E N T A R Y T E A C H E R S ' G R A N T 150.00 
S U R P L U S A C C O U N T : 

Balance Forward $9,913.39 
C. T . - F . Balance, 1934 944.44 
Surplus for Year 684.15 

11,541.98 

$12,855.26 
Certified as part of our Report. 

SEEDS, M A R T I N & Co., 
Chartered Accountants. 

Of all the educative forces within the school \ affect the child, the 
personal influence of the teacher is undoubtedly the most important, com
pared with which the programme of studies and the. school organization 
are of minor imoortance. 

Japan - China - Philippines 
"Empress of Russia" 

44 Days A L L INCLUSIVE T O U R 44 jjavs 
' • " J U L Y II to A U G U S T 24, 1936 a j B 

Owing" to limited, accommodations reservations should bo made aa soon 
••_ a» possible.  

F o r puhrot

n

heerorpawrl?eulars' MISS A N N E STEWART 
909 East 28th Avenue, Vancouver, B. C . Phone: Fair. 2R55-L 
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Reading Story Books 

Each of these little books contains 
23 outline drawings and each draw
ing is faced by one or two sentences 
in bold script. Printed on paper 
suitable for crayon colouring. 

Each, 12 cents. 
Little Red Hen The Cookie Boy 

The Mouse, the Bird and the Sausage 
Robin and Jenny. 

Little Canadian Stories 
Simple stories of childish advent

ure, written with a distinctly Cana
dian tone. Each book has eight sil
houette illustrations and the type is 
bold and clear. For Grades I and II. 

Each, 10 cents. 
When Dora Ran Away. 

The Fairies in tho Wood. 
Ralph and Tinker Jimrnio. 

Anna's Adventure in the River. 

Foundations of Geography 
A graduated introduction to world 

geography. 
BOOK I: ROUND THE GLOBE 

Contains ten lessons, very simply 
worded on life in foreign lands. Tho 
illustrations consist of ten brightly 
coloured plates which may be used 
as cut-outs 50 cents 
BOOK II: OVER LAND A N D SEA. 

Contains ten lessons on life in 
other foreign lands with colour plates 
similar to those of Book 1 60 cents 
BOOK III: OURSELVES A N D OUR 
COUSINS. Simple stories of the 
Homeland and its connections with 
the overseas Dominions. Illustrated. 

60 cents. 
BOOK IV: OURSELVES A N D O U R 
NEIGHBOURS. Further and less 
simple story lessons of the Homeland 
and its connections with the neigh
bouring countries of Europe. Illus
trated 60 cents 
BOOK V: BOYS A N D GIRLS O F 
THE BRITISH W O R L D . With sixteen 
coloured plates, maps, statistical 
tables, etc 75 cents 

j Thos. Nelson & Sons 
h T O R O N T O Limited 

Friendly, festive, beautiful Japan 
—bound by tradition, to make 
the visitor welcome—adept at 

the modem luxuries which make 
him comfortable! New-old cities, 
colorful landscapes, unexpected 
things-to-do—sports of this and 
other centuries side by side, exciting 
resorts and healthful spas, ancient 
temples and colorful ceremonies! 
*"Fill your holiday with these rich 
offerings of knowledge and enjoy
ment. Six weeks is allthe time you 
need, and you can easily meet t> 
cost! (The yen exchange strongly fan 
the visitor.) 

The Railways offer these discount! 
Teachers only: Japan Proper—20 
Chosen (Korea)—40*; Manchu 
kuo—40#-50#. 

Ask your Travel Agent to sugge 
fascinating itineraries and to expla: 
escorted or independent all-expec 
tours. For descriptive literatur 
address: 

B O R E A O 

n. u plp-rtmmtA-S 
fernS." J Co™""ce Building, 1151 

1 



Equipping the School 
BLACKBOARD 
BELLS 
BOOKCASES^' 
CHAIRS 
CHALK 
CLOCKS 
DESKS 
DICTIONARIES 
DUPLICATORS 
EXERCISE BOOKS 
FOOLSCAP 
GLOBES 
INKS 
JANITORS' SUPPLIES 
KINDERGARTEN 

SUPPLIES 
MAPS 
MUCILAGE 
PAINTS 
PLASTICINE 

TABLES 
THERMOMETERS 
TOILET PAPER 

and TOWELS 
TRIMMING BOARDS 
WINDOW SHADES 

A timely reminder for a check-up on your stock of School Equipment. 
We shall be happy to supply your requirements. 

L I M I T E D 

T H E S C H O O L SUPPLY H O U S E 
. Stationers, Printers, Engravers, Bookbinders 

Phone: Trinity 1341 550 Seymour Street, Vancouver, B. C . 
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