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WORK BOOKS

H
| PHONIC FUN—Grade |; by Edwards, Bowra and Chowen . . ... . ... .40 |
i PHONIC FUN—Grade II: by Edwards, McEwin and Walkom .. ... . .. .40
MY WORK BCOKS IN PHONICS—Grade !; by J. E. R. Fisher . 40
WORK BOOKS IN ENGLISH USAGE AND COMPOSITION—Books 3 4 5
and 6 for corresponding grades; each. . 40
WORK BOOKS IN ENGLISH USAGE AND COMPOSITION—
For Grades Vil and VIil; by T. W. Woodhead; each . . . ... .50
For Grade IX; by T. W. Woodhead... R .55
READING EXERCISES—Books 3, 4, 5 and 6 for correrpondmg grades each 40
READING DEVELOPMENT WORK BOOK--Grade VI; Based on "Good Clh !
zenship and Safety Topics'; by Bryant, Lightbody et al.. o s 50
; THREE BOOK?: OF TESTS to accompany above; each.. . ... e .08
GROWTH IN ENGLISH, Book 1—A Text Work Book for Grade |X:
by J. C. Bates.... e v 480
GROWTH IN ENGLISH, Book lI—A Texf Work Book for Grade X
BY Ju € BaIOS s .85
MASTERING THE READING SKILLS—For Grades VI X & X; by J. A. Colbert .65 |
ANSWERS to "Mastering the Reading Skills" ... .35
GEOGRAPHY WORK BOOK ON THE AMERICAS— Based on maferlal in
"New World Horizons": by Gough and Michell.. .50
ANSWERS for ' Geography Work Book on the Americas'...... 35
GEOGRAPHY WORK BOOK ON EUROPE, ASIA, AFRICA AND AUSTRALIA :
- —Based on material in "Old World Horizons"'; ; by Gough and Michell........ .50
CANADIAN GEOGRAPHY WORK BOOK—North and South America: :
by Denton and Lord; for use in Grades Vil, Vil end IX 45 i
SOCIAL STUDIES WORK BOOK—EASTERN CANADA— ‘
For Grades V and VI; by W, Lewis.. SN -1
SOCIAL STUDIES WORK BOOK—WESTERN CANADA— :
For Grades V and VI; by W. Lewis - .80 ’
DENT'S HEALTH WORK BOOK-—One book for use in Grades 1V, V and V... A0
NATURE AND LANGUAGE WORK BOOKS—
- JUNIOR -BOOK for Grade Il 35 :
~ BOOK | for Grades Ill ‘and IV..... 40 S
BOOK i for Grades V-and VI 40 o
* SCIENCE ACTIVITIES for Grade IX—to accompany Masrermg Our Environ- ; ;
-ment"'; by Paterson, English and. Ellis . .90
- BOOK OF TESTS to accompany "Science Activities Work Book".............. .35
“WORK BOOK TO ACCOMPANY ELEMENTARY MEW. FRENCH READER—
" by J. Desmond Howard 50
: {Postage Extra on All Orders)
J. M. DENT & SONS (CANADA) LIMITED
224 BLOOR: STREET WEST 1300 ROBSON STREET
““TORONTO - YANCOUVER
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The new VICTOR model “60“
This famous 16mm. sound pro- PLLUS these 1947 features:
jector leads the field with ... New streamlined lustrous
PATENTED SAFETY FILM aluminum case.

TRIP ’ DUOTROL — separate
180° .SWING-OUT LENS controls for both bass
DUAL-FLEXO PAWLS A Toolproof eliteh - con-
OVERSIZE FEED SPROCKET trolled rewind.
SPIRA-DRAFT LAMP HCQUSE INSTANTILT — centers

VICTOR'S FINER SOUND the picture at the touch
SYSTEM of a finger.

Please send, without obligation, full information on
VICTOR *60"

Name of School
Address ............

NOVEMBER, 1947 ‘ 41



file:///Head

For free teaching helps

clip and mail this coupon!

Food and nutrition facts galore fiil these
handy reference booklets.

All taree are clearly and concisely written
in non-technical language . . . especially
suitable for schools and universities.

Order as many as you need. No obliga-
tion, of course.

], HELP MAKE CANADA STRONG —

Newly  published, attractively  illustrated.
Explains vitamin values, has caloric charts
and lists Canada’s Fcod Rules.

2, THE CANNED FOOD HANDBOOK—

Answers 38 important questions about canned
foods. Used as a reference by dietitians and home
economists.

3, HIGH SCHOOL MANUAL ON
'‘COMMERCIALLY CANNED FOODS—
Over 30 drawings and photographs, 8 charts on ’

vitamins, minerals, calories, 13 pages on nutri-
tion alone. 48 pages of valuable information.

l—""—_"——___-————_"'—'——-"_'—"1

—
Department 13117
AMERICAN CAN COMPANY, HAMILTON, ONTARIO

|
l FREE!  Please send

I ( ) Copics of “Help Make Canada Strong’
!

() Copies of the newly Revised Edition of
“The Canned Food Handbook™

( -)  Copies of *“High School Manual on Commercially =
Canned Foods'” to

{Plcase print name and address)

AMERICAN CAN COMPANY } Neme . .eeenn e
- School........ F S R L TR
AdAress. ... cocvssrstrersatsrsrinaaraacatses |
City.ooiniviveves eina e Province.. . .ovieaereiee |
H N O |
I ‘
¥ "‘
o [ ] il g
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iNSURANCE IN ALL ITS BRANCHES
®

Fire — Automobile — Floaters — Life — Casualty
Rentals — Mortgages — Real Estate
- Property Management

Insure through your 'owq exclusively appointed
Insurance Office for ALL CLASSES and let the
response from you justify the concession

obtained by the efforts of your own Federation
Executive. '

CHRISTIE AGENCIES LIMITED

(Exclusnvely appomted by the B. C. Teachers’ Federation) -

- 611-6i4 YORKSHIRE BUILDING VANCOUVER, B C.

i .

Tetephone MArme 2188-9

V Members in Vlctorla contact The George Randall Insurance Agency,

Douglas Street

Lk



New industries attracted here provide greater oppor-

tunities in the years ahead for young people who have

prepared themselves.

‘The international publicity campaign “Business Is
Moving to B. C.” undertaken by the B. C. Electric, and
backed by the research of the Industrial Development
(livisibn of LheAcomp;'my, has helped to bring $5.000,000

D of new payrolls annually to the province.

5 : It is in the interests of everyone that all communities,

all-organizations, industries and individuals should join

|
P . ,
’i PR - this movement to promote the location of new industries
b TR ~ in British Columbia.

|

i
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OF MORE THAN ACADEMIC
INTEREST

There was a time when Federal Aid for
education was looked upon rather ab-
stractly in this province — as being a
measure sound in theory indeed but of no
real significance to wealthy DBritish
Columbia.

This attitude is rapidly dmngmg as it
becomes gencrally recognized that increas-
ing demands on education will bring about
the necessity of a much broader system of
educational finance.

A few years ago the teaching profession
was forced to the conclusion that greatly
increased provincial grants would be neces-
sary before salaries, working conditions and
school buildings could show any real im-
provement. Provincial grants doubled and
there was a general advance which looked
very encouraging statistically.

But what of today? Consider the matter
of teachers’ salaries, which are still far from
a professional level. A man could teach
for a lifetime in an elementary school on
the B.C.T.F. scale and still never draw the
annual remuneration rejected by the street
railwaymen! Even a high school teacher
with all his five years of university training
would have to put in nine years before
making as much as a motorman or con-
ductor and would have to serve nearly
twenty years before his position gave him
any - financial advantage {rom the stand-
point of average earnings over that period.
Nor is this to say 'that strect railwaymen’s
wages are too high; it is to say that teach-
ers’ .salaries are too low. Any. increases
that- have been-made have -been- largely

“wiped out by the soaring cost of living.

There are higher costs for school boards to
meet -in the ofImg, they cannot justly be
denied.

Similarly with school bmldm&, A few
very. fine structures “have been erccted

“throughout . the province durmg the past
year but most:are still in the blue print
“stage.” By-laws havc been passed, only to
_prove 1nsufﬁc1ent when tenders:are opened.
And yet ‘the bmldmgs must go ahcad, so

NOVEMBER, 1947
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rapidly have cnrolments inercased. Morce
costs for school boards despite the govern-
ment’s 50 per cent grants!

Not all school districts have rcached the
limit of local resources, but on the whole
there is an imperative immediate need of
still further assistance from the provincial
government. But the time will come when
even provincial coffers are drained dry and,
provincial revenues being relatively fixed
through agreements with the Dominion,
they m]l not casily be replenished. There
is no permanent solution to the problem of
cducational finance here.

Only the Federal Government has suf-
ficiently wide taxation powers adequately
to provide for education. Public opinion
must be roused to the point that it will
insist that these powers be used. In this
conncction the B.C.T.F. will have to back
to the [ull the policy of the Canadian
Teachers' Federation for Dominion grants
for education. Federal Aid is of more than
academic interest now.

A LEGACY OF NEGLECT

At the convention of the B.C. School
Trustees’ Association held at Harrison Hot
Springs recently one of the delegates, Mr.
James Clark, representing the Peace River
South School Board, made the statement
that the problems his district had 4o face
were greatly magnified by the fas, ‘that a
lcg'lcy of neglect had been mherlte‘l flom
previous administrations. o

Mr. Clark could have 1ddeu ,qu'llly )
pertinently that the same statement would

hold truc for a good many districts in-the

_province. It was penny-pinching neglect of

teachers’ salaries — depression wages werc
still being commonly paid as late as 1940—
that largely brought about the present
shortage: of qualified personnel. It was
failure_properly to maintain school plant
and to anticipate increasing enrolments
that has forced school boards into building
programmes at a time when costs are at an
all-time high. It was complete disregard of
¢ven ‘the ‘common~ courtesics - involved in
(Continued on page 18)
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. worst,
- were the old-type small rural school (llSll‘lCl .
whcrc comp]anus 'tgamst rising
; '_"'-_'-_._'school taxes-arce the loudcst, -a-significant
© . part of the increase in school costs come
R .~.1b0u|: m many cases. through the 11151.5tcncc.___
~ of trustees. with' vision on. educational
_”st.mdards that should have been cnforced
_'_.-,-’:__(md accor dmg]y p'ud [or all '1101710r = |

S lhc nbovc Llct 18, of course, mercly mu-
P _'f'_'-"-f-"tlcnl il 10 the main thesis 0[ ‘this. edllmml
. The. xlmught g w:.sh 1o cxprcss 1S that
Lo economy lmshcd to the’ ‘point: of* ncglcct_'_'-__;-
= lends ta. become: extr avagance.- ‘Education
... is one ol ‘the ‘essentials of any. soc:al system;
KN ultlmatel) society’ suflers, and. ])'1}’8 onc: way
el J;;.{g:ﬁ or anot hc |

Here,;
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PRESIDENT REPORTS ON TRUSTEES
CONVENTION

In his report to the B.C'TUF. Executive
on his attendance at the convenuon of the

B. C. School Trustees’ Association, held at

flarrison Hot Springs in late September,
President F. P. Lightbody stated that 1t
was encouraging to notc that the trustees
of this province on the whole are kccnly
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EDITORIALS
(Cortinucd from page 4/)

cmploycr-cmployee rclationships that has
made certain districts an anathema in the
minds of many teachers.

To their eternal credit the large school

districts are attempting to rectify long-
standing deficiencies. Just an example, onc

rural school now annexed to a large

| mummpal district was given last year more

cquipment and supplies than had ever been
provided in any previous ten-year period.

- And there was not one item in the list that
could have been labelled unnecessary; that
“would not be found in any reasonably ade-
quately equipped city school of the same

“size. The lcgrettable point is that in the

o process of paying for past ncglect current
. cducational
i_f-_"_-__'__bﬂyond 1hcn true. pmportlon. o

costs are- bcmg

some notable e.\cepuons,
Dbut ccrtamlv not -all,

W ith .
the o‘fendcr

1[ n is neglcctcd
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NEWS

interested in improving the system of edu-
cation.

“There i1s evidence”, he remarked, “that
the B.C.S.T.AL is hbecoming an increasingly
strong and cffective organization,”

“It was very noticcable”, he added, “that
a greater number of young men and women

have assumed the responsibility of school
trustec.”

Mr. Lightbody drew the attention of the
excecutive to a number of resolutions passed
by the convention which affect the teaching
profession. Subject matter of these resolu-
tions is summarized as follows:

1. Support for the principles of the
Cameron report was reafiirmed; it being
urged, however, that grants be brought
more in line with increased costs.

2. An effective provincial salary scalc
for teachers was favourced (a highly con-

troversial issue in our opinion), govern-

ment salqu grants to be based on this
schedule. | |
3. Considerable opposition was shown
to the U.B.C.M. proposal of a sales tax
as a mecans of financing educatior.
4. The Department of Education was
askcd to derive some system whereby an
increment withheld in onc district be-

‘to another dlStI‘lCt
o an. mexpcrlenced teacher for a second

‘the inspector and principal.
6. Strong support was voiced for an

- unpl oved system of tcac‘her tr'umng and_

L sclecuon. L

—
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5. Power is to be sought to appoint

~year on probation, fwith” the approval of

7. An” amcndmcm to thc tcmuc law o
was urgcd prmudmg specifically ~that -
~ teachers may be dismissed for unsuit-

j,“abzllw——-- actually no change is reqmrcd .
~in the Srhoo] Act to provide this). |

'Ncwly elected president of the B.C.S TA. |
Mr. ]ames Sinclair -of the Vancouver -
School Board, retired pr mc:pal of the Van- =~
couver Technical School. ‘Mrs. H. A. Beck- .-~
‘with of the Greater V:ctorn Sclmol Boarcl_’-i'_""?i'?'?' |
iu s n'lmed vice- pre51(lent e

cause of unsatisfactory service would also
be denied to a tcacllcr if he Lr'msf rred
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FEE DEDUCTION PLARS GAIN
SUPPORT

T'rustees and teachers in fourteen of the
seventy-ive  larger school  districts  have
reached agreement on plans to deduct from
salary cheques B.GUTUF. fees for the school
vear 1947-48,

In cach case fees are to be taken off the
teachers” November salary cheques and re-
mitted to the B.C.T.F. office by sccretary-
treasurers ol the school districts.

Among the districts in which a fee deduc-
tion scheme is now in opcration are: Arm-
strong, Alcert Bay, Ashcroft, Nanaimo,
North Vancouver, Howe Sound. Abbots-
ford, Creston, Kimberley, Fraser Canyon,
Peace River South, Peace River North,
Prince Rupert, and Mission.

Other local associations which have gone

~on record as supporting the measure and
which arc sceking to have a deduction
“scheme inaugurated this.year are: Burnaby,
 Victoria, Revelstoke, Kootenay Lake, Sal-
mon Arm, Arrow ‘Lakes, Courtenay, R:ch-
mond, and Prmcc Georgc |

EXPERIEH(E SOMETIMFS A
~ HANDICAP

Vow that ba]dl‘)’ schcdules give full cr cdlL_

dl[ﬁcult to move. flom one: d:strs(.t to
“'-7'__'-_'_:_.'_._another~x** R - -

__rl—---n--""".-'-‘l e BT

1 '_P

S In t"xc beucr districts achool bmrds 'uc'-'
"____j';'__f.—{"_‘;--._",;.}-.mtereslmg-Lh(mselves onl) in Ldpdblhu. |
i They hire: the- best teachers they can find.

o -f*_fmum on salary schedules A

:11t0gcther A

-"]_'r

S Two solunons to th 1)1 oblem tlmt have..
l)(.cn _advocated :uc the.a narrowmg 0[ th

;JE'”‘!" ’
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gap between mintmum and maximum and
the increasing of government salary grants
a4l maxiunum.

M.5.A. OFFICE SET-UP CHARGED

In an cflort to eliminate complaints as
to lack of speedy attention to correspond-
encee from members, the B.CTUF. Medieal
Services Association has inaugurated sweep-
img changes in its office practicc.

All incoming correspondence is entered
daily in a special journal. Outgoing corre-
spondence is checked daily by the General
Secretary of the B. C. Teachers’ Federation,

Hospital and doctors’ claims that arc
being held up awaiting return of case forms
are kept in an open file {or {ollow- up atten-
tion. .

‘There is absolute proof that :1._(:t:rl:1in

amount of correspondence goes astray in
the mail. Members who do not get a
prompt reply should write again cither 10
the Medical Services Association or to the
B.C.'T.F. General Secretary directly.

SALARIES AND THE COST OF LIVING

In the hope that the cest of living would -
remain relatively stable the last B. C. T F,
Annual General Mecting voted not' to

- increase the minimum salary schedule but

~ rather to concentrate on getting it accepted
. for tcachmg service. in any part of the prov- |

~ .+ ince, me\pcrtcnccd teachers arc finding it

in cvery school district of the province.

~With rapid rise .in the. oﬁimal_mde\-—-QB j.
- points from April to Scl)tembm lollowing

the lifting of govermm.nt price controls,
the central executive-at its October mcet-

ing was forced to 1'cc01151der ].‘cdcrat:on.__._'

pohcy in this respect.

On ‘the recommendation of the Provm- o
cial Salary. Committee, the same committce
“that favoured no change last Easter, the -
- Exccutive decided to revise the schedule
= regardless of . s.chcdule phccment so ‘that -
7 -those with 1eally excellent inspectors’ re-'
s --.-_--f.-_.j-.:--"-'_;'f'ports can- sull get posxtlons ‘Thosc' whose
j_?".;_'-...T.-'_'._-;_.:;_}.;_i:-:__rcports are. only average- are. rcally h*md:-_,_-
. .capped and those below “average stand in
Looatimes 10 be frozen out 0[ Lhc professmn'_i_.’;;i

-_upw"u'd to prmem a- decrease in the recal

arnings-of ‘teachers that would otherwisc =
mewtably occur.” Amount of increase votcd- o
“was “at least $2OO n all categorles. IR

Prmcxpals Allowances

- -sensus of opinion-among-delegates:at the -
Eastm mecnuon was - Lh'lt IacL o[ su.h
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'-:'._-_"__-WIIS ‘also” dlscussed at this meeting.. Con-




1 basic scale had seriously handicapped
ncgotiations over Ppri nc:pils salaries last
year and that on the wholc the responsibil-
itics of principalships had not been ade-
quately recognized. The Exccutive, through
the Salary Committee, was instructed to
approve and adopt such a scalc as soon as
possible. This work was completed at the
October mecting, which passed the follow-
ing schedule of allowances in excess of
placement on the assistants’ scale:
| LElemenary Secondary
(1) One roomed school .. 5100 $200
Two 7 "o 5200 $300
Three .. 5300 $400
Four " " . 3400 $500

" e

(1.c. four or morc “teachers supervised)

| | both elementary and secondary.

(a) Administrative allowance of $200

| clementary, and $300 sccondary.

| (b) Supervising allowance of $75 per
teacher supervised up to eight and
$25 per teacher supcervised for all
over cight.

(c) Three increments of $100 cach to

.-~ bepaid lor cach year of principals’

VG - expericnce after recciving such ap-

S S - pointment, and, commencing when

the increments on - the '1551stants |

P S scale have ceased.

T ', - Post-Graduate Trammg |
Further to  the matter of salarics, the
A Execuuvc -considered complaints rececived
7 from a number of Assocxauons that post-

1 - '
L e N gy s okl
' . r.

% theDepartment. of Educations. S.A. grant
;_--classxﬁcations It was resolved that Feder-
. ation policy on this matter be that a]l
' certification and ‘advanced training

._ :_"r’none at. all. Rep1 esentatlons on the matter
~-fare to bc madc to the DLp'lrtmcnt o[

Gh e mm ASSO(IMIG NS

' . s -
b Lialia e o T e = i oo el e e e e e

(2) For all schools l..u'trcr tlnn four rooms

. graduate. degrees were not recognized in

. excess of ‘Academic be’ recogm/ed, or- clsc'

_-_-:V ice-President,

weict. Plins have been made to hold alter-
nate meetings in Hazelton and “Terrace.”
L * #

]:Iltllflh) teachers were hosts on “Thurs-
day evening, September 25, to the teachers
from District 21 at a meeting in Fortune
School. Election of officers for the coming
vear resulted as lollows:

President---Mrs. H. Sidney, Armstrony,

Vice-President—DNMnr. F. Caswell, Ln(lcrl); 3

Scerctary—D>Miss .\, S, Winskill, Arm- -

strong. |

Members ol Salary (.mmmut:t'-——l\lr. F.

Snowsell, Armstrong; Mrs, E. S.
Buhler, Enderby, and Mr. C. P. J.
Ward, Grindrod.

At the close of the mecting refreshments
were served in the lunchroom o the
twenty-seven teachers present.

# L *

The Oliver District T. A. held its first
meeting of the new term on September 24
in the Home Economics room of the Oliver
High School with thirty-seven teachers

present.

The agenda included a report of the
Evaluating Commitiee given by Mr. E. H.
Bowering, Mr. F. W. Flick’s report on
salaries, and a discussion of the O.V.'T.A.
Convention Plans.

The mecting was Cll'lll‘f_d by the Presi-
dent, Mr. R. J. Shannon. Each principal
introduced the members of his staff. After
adjournment of the meeting refrcshmcms |

- were scrved

#'#'*

Knmbmley and District tmchcrs, at their

_Scptcmbcr mceting, clected L. H. Garstin,
~vice-principal of - the Kimberley Junior-

B Scnior -High School the 194"-48 Prcsndcm' o
“of their association. - :

Other officers eclected mcludc* ] Lukas,
and Miss P.
..u'v-Tl casurcr* |

~ Staff representatives are: ] Miss M. McKny, o

H | Hngh School; Miss L. Jones, Central:

O AEET RN Termce District T. A. met in Ha:relton - School; Miss R. Palmer, Blarchmom, and

R on Samrday, Octobcr ‘4, for. its 1947-48 Miss G.. ‘Evans, Chapman Camp.

SOl D organizing mecting. - Mr. J. L. Burtt of L. H. Garstin and L. Costley were named

B _Hazelton was clected pl esident and Mr. J. delegates to the E'iSt Kootcnay DISH‘ICL

Skl G 'Neale of South Hazelton,i_ secretar )f-"'__-Counml S o S
_:_'?"I_'ff_'__jj--._'treasurer. . Thc wce-premdem‘; are 1o "be Commmcc mcmbc1s n..rmcd were:- S E
f;f_-;_;ag_:.;}fi:;--i._'_clected from the wcstem cnd of thc dls-____"'_\Iuraro, pubhcn) \Inss M McKay, Mmsf S
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T. Clark, Mrs. B. Mattson and Mrs. T,
Felkar, entertainment.
* # *

The mnnual mceeting of the Prince
Rupert District Teachers’ Association was
held in the Civie Gentre on the evening of
October 7 with more than thirty teachers
present.

The President, Mr. J. S. Wilson, wecl-
comed the newly appointed teachers and
gave a resume of the work of the Associa-
tion during the past year. ‘He reported on
the Fall Exccutive meeting of B. C. Teach-
ers’ Federation held in Vancouver on
October 4 and attended by himself as repre-
sentative of Northern B.C. Mr. Wilson
expressed the hope that closer relationships
could be established among the teachers
of the Prince Rupert, Terrace and Hazel-
ton centres.

The election of officers for the year re-
sulted as follows:

President—J. S. Wilson, re-elected.

Vice-President—R. D. Cleland.

Secrctary—Mrs. Kullander.

Other exccutive members elected were—
Mrs. K. Stone, A. M. Hurst, J.
Church, A. Dunsmore, J. Evans, Miss
M. Anstey, Miss House, Miss
Sweeney and Miss McBeath.

* * *

Burnaby Assistant T. A. held its annual
meeting on' September 29 in Burnaby
North ‘High School.

"The agenda included clection of officers,
financial report, and a report from the gco-
graphical ‘representative, Mr. -L. J. Prior,
who spoke on the Teachers’ Federation and
current problems.

"+ : Officers elected were: F. Parr, President;

N. Well, North Burnaby, and W. James,
South Burnaby, vice-presidents; D. Thomas,
secretary-treasurer.

* * *

, : J. C. Loomer, Nelson High School; was

- elected: Prewdent of the ‘Nelson District
- Teachers’ Association at the annual meet-

ing of-the organization held:in the Nelson

“Central School on September . 26.

“:Other:officers chosen were: Fred Middle-
ton-of Salmo, Vice-president; Miss K. M.
Porter, Secretary, and A. Rempel, Treas-
urer. Delegates to the West Kootenay Dis-

NOVEMBER. 1847
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trict Council will be Mr, Loomer, Mr, Mid-
dleton, J. M. Morley, F. Gower and T.
Parsons, Sccond  Vice-President  of  the
Council.

New members of the teaching stalls were
welcomed by vetiring President Mr. Morley,
who also reported on the Associaiion’s
activities during the year. A vote of ap-
preciation was extended Mr. Morley and
his executive on their leadership of the

Association. " .

The annual mecting of the Arrow Lakes
Teachers’ Association was held in  the
Arrow Park School on Saturday afternoon,
September 20,

The important business of the session
was the election of officers. Elected for the
term were: H. O. Bolstad, president; R.
Roberts, vice-president; Miss J. Wilson,
secretary-treasurer; W, Henke, public re-

Iations; Miss M. Kirk, Council represen-

tative. . . .

The annual meeting of the Howe Sound
Teachers’ Association No. 48 was held at
Britannia Beach, Thursday, October 16.
Sixteen of the nineteen teachers were in
attendance. The B.C.T.F. exccutive kindly
‘permitted Mr. Stanley Evans, Assistant
General Sceretary, to attend in an advisory
capacity.

Mr. W. D. Black, President, occupied the
chair. As there are nine new members in
the association, Mr. Black gave a resumc
of activities in organizing in 1946 and
making adjustments since.

After the election of officers, business was
discussed. In spite of the momentous ques-
tions of sociology, morality, nationalism,
prison’ reform and education, every argu-
ment ended in a discussion of economics—
teachers nced an increase in salaries. After
Mr, Evans presented the schedules of dif-
ferent - asscciations and their plans, the
mecting decided to ask for an increase of
$200 basic salary across the board.

The meeting expressed its thanks to Mr.
Black and his Executive for their work
during the past year, and in the election

- returned them en bloc. The new Executive

IS President: W. D. Black.
Vice-President: A. B. Clemens.
Secretary-treasurer: L. E. Wells.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Victoria—More than (80 teachers regis-
tered at the first all Vancouver Island fall
convention, held in the capital city October
26th and 27.

In all roomss where scctional mectings
were held, and even in the large audi-
torium, it was a case of standing room only
for most of the sessions.

Vernon—"1'cachers who attended  the
banquet at the Okanagan Valley {all con-
vention are still chuckling over the enter-
tainment feature, a musical extravaganza
produced by some of the Vernon stall under
the able direction of Miss Hilda Cryder-
man.

in the song and dance routine entitled
"You'll Get Used to 1" politely caustic digs
were thrust at school boards, inspectors, tax
beefs, overcrowded conditions and teachers’
salaries.

The show was so successful it has been
suggested that a spot be {ound for it at the
main Easter convention.

Peace River—It's hard to beat the far
north for real teacher interest in proles-
sional gatherings. Onc enthusiast flew all
the way from Fort Nelson to attend the fall
convention at Fort St. John aL a pcrsonal
cost of $42.

- The Peace River district has been the
outstanding victim of the teacher shortage.
It is reported that 33 of the (otal staff-of
110 ‘have had no. teacher training whatso-

- ever. Last year 60 out of 90 were com-

pletely untrained.
This is the district about which one of

its trustees uat the recent. B.C.S.T.A. con-
-vention sativically remarked: “We have in-

FRENCH'S 192)8FCATALOGUE

PLAYS
Mailed Free on Request

SAMUEL FRENCH
. PLAY PUBLISHERS
- 480 University Avenue “Toronto

,752:

herited a legaey ol neglect. Many of our
buildings would have been  condemned
years agn il they were being used for any
other purpose than as schoaols,”

A progressive school board. assisted hy
Iuspector S. J. Graham, is doing a remark-
ably fine job of rehabilitation in spite of
unbelievable dithicultics,

In a ‘move 1o swrengthen  the  local
teachers’ associations, the B.C/TVF. exceu-
tive has arranged for the distvict to be
represented at the Christmas meeting.

Vancouver—B.C/'T.F. c¢xccutive at it
October 4th meeting voted to increase the
Federation scholarship awarded annually
to the teacher completing with the highest
standing the third year at U.B.C. through
summer session from $50 to $100.

This year's winner was Mr. Walter J.
Ki ley, Victoria.

Edmonton—The Alberta Teachers As-
sociation has invited the three other West-
ern Provinces to send representatives to a
conference to be held in their headquarters
on December 5 and 6.

Purpose of the mecting is to arrive at
common objectives and policies in dealing
with educational problems.

The B.C. T, F. will be represented
through its General Secretary, C. D. Ovans.

Langley Prairie—U.B.C. President Nor-
man MacKenzie's policy of taking the Uni-
versity to the people is working to the
advantage ol the Fraser Valley teachers,

A three unit course, Education 521 (Phil-

osophy of Education), under Dr. K. F.
Arguc is being conducted at Langley
Prairic this year,
Other extra-sessional courses in Education
have  been  offered on  the University
grounds for some years, but only teachers
from the Vancouver city area found it pos-
sible to attend.

Fort St. John—A school excursion on a
grand scale occurred last June when the
teacher, Mrs. Rachel Coupier, and the 22
pupils of Charlie Lake School whipped off

‘to acquire a little extra-curricular knowl-

edge at the coal mines at Hudson’s Hope.

During the two-day outing the children
lived with miners, dressed like miners, even
to pit lamps, and ate like miners.

THE B, C. TEACHER




Victoria —- The new  Superannuation
Commissioner, succeeding  the late MMy,
Norman Baker, is Mr. R, A, Penninguon,
Mr. Pennington previously worked in the
Treasury Branch of the Govermment,

Saanich w Recognizing  the value  of
friendly teacher-trustee relationships, the
Saanich teaching stadl entertained. their
entire School Board and the inspector, Mr,

J. E. Brown, at a social in the North .

Saanich High School recently.

Following the social, the visitors were
tuken on a tour of the school.

This same practice operated in reverse
in Windermere School Distriet, where the
local teachers were dinner guests of the
Board on September 10th,

—Cloverdale—Enrolment in Surrey munici-
pality has increased to such a point that
twelve schools are having to be operated
on the double shift system.

In Coquitam district four classes are
-similarly operating.

Haney—Mauple Ridge School Board has
credited onc of iis teachers with increments
covering the period that he served with
the Dominion Mecteorological Department
during the war, v

The Ocean Falls salary schedule  also
treats metcorological service on a military
station as being equivalent to actual war
service.

Harrison Hot Springs—At the conven-
tion of the B.C.S.T.A., school board sccre-
tary-treasurers created an organization to be
known  as the “B.C. Union of Business
Officials.” ,

E. N. Chapple of New Westminster was
clected president and W. E. Chidlow of
Chilliwack, sccretary-treasurer.

Port Alberni—The problem of super-
vision of pupils using school buses is being
handled in"Alberni School District through
the safety patrols. '

Two. boys, specially instructed. inrules

. and regulations, have been appointed to be
- in charge of cach bus, their dutics being

1o sce that the children get on and off the
buses in an orderly manner and that they

—obey all safety rules.

* NOVEMBER, 1947

Hope—Lirsi wing of Hope's new $260.-
000 school, providing fer six clementary
grades, was opened in October,

Hope High School is now olicring indus.
trial arts, home cconomics and commercial
subjects.

Chilliwiack—The Educition \Week pro-
gramme of the Sardis Elementary School
wis designed not only 1o give parents an
opportunity to sce a modern school in
actual operation but also as a motivation
for desirable pupil activities.

In urt periods students prepured invic-
tions to be taken home, children were
irained in the proper manner of introduc-
ing parctus to theie teachers and monitors

" were appointed o guide visitors abour the

school.

The PUTLAL also was represented on the
programme. A motion picture projector
and two radios purchased by the Associa-
tion for the school were put on display
backed by an auention-drawing poster
pointing out the objectives and accomplish-
ments ol the organization.

TEACH WITHOUT TEARS! . . .

We offer a choice selection of the
best available materials particularly
designed to-save the busy teacher’s
time, and provide the pupil with the
best in sound education.

Write for the FREE LIST of:
HECTOGRAPH WORKBOOKS

PUPIL WORKBOOKS
PREPARED SEATWORK

Save time and money with

TRANS-CANADA
 TEACHERS' SERVICE

7 Heather Street

Toronto, 12, Ontario
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LESSON AIps DEPARIMENT

Address all communications to Mr. L. V.
Greenwood, the Secretary, Lesson  Aids,
1300 Robson Street, Vancouver; make all
monies payable to the B. C. Teachers’ ed-
eralion.

[

The social studies teacher, more than
the teacher of any other subject, is called
upon for a terrific background of detailed
knowledge and interpretive generalizations
But it seems impossible to learn the his-
tory, gcography and social customs of cvery
country in the world. The teacher must
rely to some extent on books for the prep-
aration of lessons.

Now Canadian tcachers are continually
being called on for information concerning
Canada’s first inhabitants, the Indians.
What do you know about them? Do you
make your lessons more interesting by in-
troducing revelant references to them in
your lessons?

Indians
For your benefit, Lesson Aids have pre-
pared two beautiful units on the Indians.
Some teachers have been using these for
many years, but to others they are un-

known. The following information may
interest the latter:

Unit 69 (9c) is entitled “Teacher's” Infor-
mation on.Indian Tribes of B. C. with
Seatwork,” - It is a five-page unit concern-
ing the interior or plateau tribes of B. C.
Eleven tribes are covered, namely, the
Thompson, Lillooet, Okznagan, Shuswap,
Nicola, Carrier, Chilcotin, Tsetsuat, Tahl-
tan, Tagish, Kootenay. The first page is
strictly  informative, cutlining - the most

_pertinent information about their Cloth-

ing. Homes,. Food, ‘T'ravel, Organization,
Religion, and Art. There is an additional
paragraph of miscellaneous information,

. The second: page- is a short test entitled
“Nahdin, - the Indian:Boy.” This is-suit-
able for grade 4 or 5. Then follows threc
pages of mimeographed pictures which are

‘very clearly done. 'These illustrations show
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meat being smoked over a fire, an Indian
travois, an Indian making fire, skins being
stretched,  Indian women at work, an
Indian totem pole, ceremonial  masks,
snow-shoes, a teepee, a ceremonial rattle,
powder horn, clothing, footgear, weapons,
headgear and drums.

Unit 85 (9¢) is entitled “Coast Salish In-
dians of the Pacific North-West”, This is
a five-page unit, strictly informational in
nature. The exhaustive work of ninc long
books has been condensed herein for the
hard-pressed teacher. This unit covers
their Habitat, Appearance, and Food. It
tells the nature of their food, when picked
or caught, how caught, when caught and
how prepared. Meals, dishes, clothing,
personal care ol the body, homes, {urni-
ture, arts and crafts, social life, work,
organization of the clans arc all covered.
Your sccretary knows of no other work
containing so much information in such
a short space. Order your copy today!

A Progressive Step

ATTENTION COURTENAY TEACH-
ERS: Mr. H. D. Stafford, inspector of
schools in the Courtenay area, has ordered
a complete set of Lesson Aids. These are
being prepared for him, and when ready
will be delivered, each unit in a stiff card-
board cover for easy reference.

Mr. Stafford always thinks in terms of
the pupils in his inspectorate. He is try-
ing, in this progressive step, to make avail-
able to them, the concise information of
lesson-aids ‘units. 'Why not drop in at his
office and look the units over.. But don't
stop and talk with the inspector too long.
It might be that he will solve all your
problems, and then you will have ne.negéd
for the unitsl Heaven forbid  that e
should lose a sale that way! ‘

For all your grades
(From one to eight)
Use lesson aids.

THE B, C. TEACHER




. I, Adopts National

H

ool the main results of the last
I. Convention was the adoption of a
il code of cthics, to be applicable
members of teachers’ professional
1zations,
ically similir 1o the one already
ed by the B. C. T, F.,, the national
doces, however, deal specifically with
practices covered only gencrally in
wovincial document.  The national
‘cads as folows:
Fhe teacher should be courteous, just
rofessional in all relationships.
A teacher regards as confidential, and
ot divulge other than through official
els, any information of a personal or
tic nature, concerning either pupils
ne, obtained in the course of his pro-
1al duties.
I'he teacher should strive to improve
ucational practice through in-service
1g and travel,

Unfavorable criticism of associates

| be avoided except when made to

* officials and then only in confidence

ter the associate in question has been
1ed of the nature of the criticism.
I'estimonials regarding the teacher
| be truthful and confidential.

Zach teacher should be a member of

articipate in his professional organi-

\ teacher who in his professional
Lty is 2 member of a comimittee, board,

hority, dealing with educational mat-
- with teacher training or certificates
e clected ‘or appointed by the profes-

organization.

[he teacher should avoid interfering

n other teachers and pupils.
['he teacher should adhere to salary

ZatiOl'l_.'

The “teacher should refrain from
ngly ‘'underbidding fellow-applicants

ching positions and should refuse to

for, or to accept, a teaching position

such position has become vacant.

No teaChé;‘ _Sllould : 'aCCept”Compén-' .
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satton for helping another teadchuy i e
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2. Comracts should be respected in

both parties and dissolved only by mutual
consent or - according to the terms pres-
serthed by statute,
3. Qilicial business should be wansacted
onty through properly designated officials.
ILo"Fhe  responsibility  for reporting
through proper chunnels all matters harm-
[ul to the wellare of the schools rests upon
cach teacher.

15. The teacher should not aceepl a
contract with an employer whose relations
with the  professional  organization  are
unsatisfactory,

16, Provision should be wmade for sab.
batical leave for teachers and for alleviation
of the present extremely exacting demands
made upon the time, energy and finances
of tcachers by the present summer schaol
Courses,

The C. T, F. has recommended that pPro-
vincial organizations see to it that steps
are taken to acquaint persons training for
cntrance to the profession with profes-
sional cthics, |

 FEDERAL AID T0 EDUCATION

2 |-

At the last meeting of the directors of

the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, Mr.

'C. J. Oates was named chairman ot a com-

mittee to study the problem ot Federal Aid

-to Education.

- The ‘Canadian Teachers' Federation has

worked on'this problem continuously. sincc
1935 and aL our 1946 annual convention the
- Honourable. Louis St. Laurent stated it

was the hope of the Federal Government

that ~ through = Fedcral-Provincial ~ agrec-

should" - ments, mone; would be forthcoming so
les “negotiated by his professional that the provinces would have sufficient
o B funds to provide equal educational oppor-

‘tunities for all  Canadian children. This

is the culmination, as far as the Federal
Government is concerned, of the new

efforts made  by. the C.T.F. However,
we hope that through this new committee

- (Continued on page 56)
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Judgment Day!

By HAROLD DEW
Jolin Oliver High School, Pancouver

&5..’.'

Welll Here it is. The day towards
which for ten months I've been working
with the English classes one Grade N1
and one Grade NI Before me are the
papers representing the five hours of exinn-
ination to which these classes have just
been subjected,  'These four papers e an
examination of those students.  They are
also, I feel sure, an examiniation of me. iF
my students fail more disastrously than
those ol other teachers in the saine school,
or of teachers in other schools [ shall soon
hear of it. It is ol some interesi therefore
o me to find out exactly what it is that I'm
supposed to have tavght to these two classes
in the past year, and to what sort of
students 1 am supposed to have taught it

What! No Poetry!

1 have read with a Grade XII class a
heterogengous collection of prose, contain-
ing a few good ssays, a few slight storics,
a few understandable and interesting sclee-
tions on various topics, and a good many
snippets of history, travel, science, and fic-
tion, some of which require an enormous

amount ol background before they become

intelligible and none of which is worth the
time we've spent on them.  Students have
been asked to summarize one from cach of
two groups. ol these picces. Fair . enough.
I have read Julius Caesar three times with
this class. Six good passages have been

selected and students -have ‘been asked. to-

identify these, state speaker and to whom
spoken, and gencrally to' indicate the mean-
ing and the significance in the play of thesc

FEDERAL AID
. (Continued irom page 55)
from British Columbia we may obtain «.. &
we are all striving for, that is, satig™ ..
_financial assistance so that educatio: :.tnv
be raised o that cconomic:plane w' - - ..
“s0 evidently deserves,
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In this articte Mr. Dew micices e coulu-
it of the Jrne 1047 Departorentnl Fxan-
inations in Grades XA and NI English.
He inteyprets tiese examinations to be an
indication of what he was supfrosed fo have
tanght and to what sort of students he seas
sufrposed Lo have faught it
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selections,  Apparently the examiner be-
lieves that  having  reawd Julius - Cacsar
students ought to know something about it
I quite agree. I have spent more time on
a chunky anthology of poctry than on
Julius Cacsar and  the prose combined,
Furthermore, [ have concentrated in that
anthology chicfly on a list of pocns sug-
gested by the Department for intensive
study and have emphasized one sonnet of
Wordsworth  more  than  another  one
cqually good on the sume page. But there
is not a single question on this poetry.
‘That comprises Part 1 of the Literature
paper.  The other hall is a test of ability
1o understand poetry, drama and prosc by
questions on UNSLCn  RSSAges in cach of
these ficlds. I reserve judgment here for
the time being.

Grade XII Fair Enough
The language paper has five sections:
punctuation, sentences, the para-
graph, compositions,  The words section
goes all the way from how to spell “shin-
ing” wp to the difference between “in-
genivew' and “Ingenuous”. T hope that
after twelve years 1 have nobody who is
incapable of that first feat in vocabulary,
1 fear 1 have few who know what “in-
genious” and “ingenuous” mean. 1 hope

-none - use  “aggravate” in the way that
-w~ost. people, including many respectable

-“iters down the centuries have used it,
4+ hey will not get a mark for it Serves
¢ m right. 1 think the light of nature
+.ill guide them safely through the punc
tzation test. The government-approved
sentence - structure have . been
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though my stadents dont know  much
about them perhaps they ought to. Fhe
grammar would not have allowed  High
School Entrance candidates a few years ago
to show their paces, so 1 think my students
may stumble through it. Fhe paragraph
has alwiys been a creation looked on with
a mystical and awful eye out here in the
West, I have seen such horrendous labels
as “obverse iteration” formally auached to
woquite straight forward  litde  series of
vhetorical statements, Apparently the great
thing in pavagraphs is o learn the various
ways of development. 'L'o have anything
to say, to know what a pavagraph says, all
that is beside the point. So four varied
paragraphs arc put before my class, one on
American  inventiveness, onc on  glacial
action, one o deseription of  desolate
weather in the Cascades and the fourth
little argument on the consequences ol
Russian policy on the Russian people. Al
that students are asket about these is to
state the chiel method of development used
in cach (from a list of six methods supplied
by the examiner) to say that paragraph
three is a piece of deseription and that two
and four are pieces of explanation and that
the topic of paragraph three is desolation.
If that is what testing students’ knowledge
of paragraph structure amounts to then for

heavens’ sake let us drop all our little

terminological apparatus, and simply uy to
get something into their heads, so that they
can put it on paper as well as possible
without theorizing at all. The last scction
is entitled composition and requires the
writing of two paragraphs, one Expository,
the other Descriptive or Narrative,  Again,
fair enough. 1 hope that at least onc
student in the province makes usc of the
five carefully-ruled pages of space reserved
for these concoctions. If he meditates
beforchand on the mysteries of paragraph
construction as rcvealed in the preceding
section, he will no doubt neced them.

But on thc whole these Grade XII
papers arc reasonable. They dor’t presup-
posc much knowledge, and if there’'is some
startling inconsistency and if much of it
seems “like Grade VI work, at least no
students’ is ‘likely to find that though he
didn’t*put a mark on many pages of the
paper, the statistical processes to which
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frpers are subjected have allowed him o
pass.

Wianted: A Standard Pattern
The Grade NI papers are, however,
quite another story. I have warned my
students for  some years now that they
couldn’t expect examiners to keep on lor-
ever putting all the answers on the paper
as well as all the questions,  Sooner or
later they would be required to find the
answers  themselves,  This is  the year.
Many of the answers are stercotyped and
innocent enough, four uees of the Greek
chorus, three women claracters in Henry
IV, Part 1, 16 lines of memory, and so on.
But why o we spend hours and hours over
a set of anthology in Grade XII without
the slightest indication on the paper that
we've ever looked at that anthology and
why one year later do we spend hours on
another set anthology in order to be con-
fronted with a very searching “spotting”
test requiring detailud and exact knowledge
of the poems singled out by authority for
stucly. -Is this to be the standard pattern
or will it be reversed next year? Can
students expect a sight poem only, after
spending a great deal of time on a specific
list of pocms, or must they really know
closely the actual poems they've studied. |
woulkl like to know. And furthermore, u
what level wm [ required to teach literaturer
On one page my students are given sixteen
wmarks for dutifully memorizing, “Stopping
by Woods on i Snowy Evening” and scan-
ning out four lines
“Whose WOODS these ARE 1 THINK
I KNOW
His HOUSE is IN the VILLage
THOUGH; etc.
On the next page these same students arc
asked, for fifteen marks to look at a sight
poem by some modern zuthor—modern in
technique, images none, too long, transi-
tions abrupt, turns in thought very sudden,
a poem which uses the sceming calm ol
nature and its actual turning and falling as
a symbol of the falling of western civiliza-
tion, a sort of Spenglerian concept demand-
ing [or its understanding a recognition of
the sudden reference to a mountain cave,
a bearded king with red hair and heraldic
axe, as an allusion to Frederick Barbarossa

57



http://the.se

|
i .

cinerging [rom the middle ages as @ pre-
cursor ol Nazism, a standard bearer ol the
Germanic myth,  Anyonc who can stimul-
tancously teach poctry on these two levels
has more adaptability than 1 shall ever
have. I'd like to know how many students
in B. ¢, had the faintest conception what
that poem was about.  So much for the
literature.

Really Steamed Up Here

When at Easter T told my students that
instead of the single divided exam, they
were to be confronted with two 2l4-hour
papers, 1 said that undoubtedly they would
be required to know more about the litera-
ture than hitherto. Such is the case. 1
also said that as there was to be a separate
exam on Composition they would surely be
required 1o compose an essay. “That might
have been naive, but 1 think it was reason-
able. But what do they get?  Sentence cor-
rection, same old bag of tricks, pitiful little
Grade VII diction errors, “most cveryone”,
“dived, dove”, “principal, principle”, “dil-
ferent from”, “different than”. In three
whole questions after, thirtcen years of
English is there cnough to test a 13-year-
old, provided you supply him with a few
little definicions which are the stock-in-
trade of every composition textbook maker
and which hardly amount to a row of beans
(vulgarism)? There is a business letier, a
wonderfully clear and carelully-composed
epistle saying “Would you please send me
your latest record cataloguc,” That is all.
And since no test could possibly be devised
on the letter itself, the attention of the
examinee is directed to details of inside
addresses, capitalisation, conventional spac-
ing and punctuation, and he is asked to
spot five errors.  I've shown this document
to an experienced -commercial teacher who
spotted four, and to an experienced steno-
grapher who spotted three and suggested
about six others which an examiner might
consider errgrs but which she did not. And
to underline such finicky nonsense 1 have
this very afternoon received a letter from
a Department of Education (not Victoria)
which would be marked wrong on two
points out of the discoverable four. Surely
at Grade XIII level business letters ought
to mean, il they arc to mean anything, the
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ability 1o write o good substantial leuter
(with adequate data supplicd for so doing;
most business letters on examination are
not business letters at all but highly ima-
ginative excuses masquerading in the form
of letters). 1 am glad to say that 1 have
always  refused to rcach  business  letter
forms Lo Grade XHI; il students insist 1
direct them to books, but 1 will not take
money for teaching  people with  tha
anount of schooling such trifles.

Oh, These Planners!

Then paragraph examination, a trifle
more sensible and varied than in Grade
XI' 1 think, and finally the pay-ofl in a
cownposition paper. “Draw up a plan for
an essay of three pages and write two para-
graphs of it.” Oh, these plannerst How
does one mark a plan if he doesn't see the
essayr How doces he know whether those
careful  headings (parallel in form, of
course) and sulr-headings  and sub-sub-
headings are really headings for a body of
material or not? 1 have seen many school
essays which were nothing more than a
stringing together of headings with no real
development of ideas though the student
had been carefully schooled in the Seven
Mecthods of Paragraph Development. |
have scen well argued essays, the plans of
which could only be about four main head-
ings with none of the claborate and, to
exariners, most dear array ol subs and sub-
subs and cven sub-sub-subs Al ai and ii,
cte. Do we want plans or do we want com-
positions on a composition paperz My
preference is for a composition. I believe
[ can judge from it whether a person has
anything to say and whether he says it con-
vincingly. 1 believe I could cven award
him marks for use of transitions and “ccho
words™ if Thad to, I think I could discover
whether he had a good vocabulary., I'm
sure I'd know whether he fell into one ol
the govermment-approved errors in sentence
structure.  Perhaps one day I may see a
composition paper which contains.a list of
topics and the simple injunction “Write a
composition on one of these.”  But I hope
one of the topics is not “Lady "Feazle and
Nora Helmer: A Contrast.” That’s about
as sensible as a contrast between a rose gar-
den and a volcanic eruption,
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I DISAGREE

By DONALD COCHRANE
Gibsons Landing

Q_‘%

Somebody got a lot of money for writing
a piece in the Ladies’ Home Journal, called
“What's Wrong With Figh Schools”. His
complaints are: they are overcrowded, they
use regimenting mcthods, they are over-
programmed, they cam the curriculum,
and the book-learning is presented to them
before they are able to read. And so he
thinks the parents should do something
about it.

Yes, the schools are crowded. Fine! Who
has heard a preacher or a politician com-
plaining that his audiences were too big?

© Large numbers make ability grouping

casier; the difficulty in teaching is not the
number of intellects we have to-reach, but
the differences among them.

They use regimenting mcthods; yes, it’s
the only way to deal with large numbers
of people. My favorite Philosopher did the
same: wishing to feed the audience after a
long lecture. He “caused them to sit down
by fifties on the grass” while the honor
students served the bread and fish.

They are “over-programmed”, by which
he means that the school really tries to
teach the children how to live. He com-
plains that the school undertakes every-
thing from feeding the under-nourished to
sex cducation, so that the children have
not time for their studies. Well, why not?
After all; those things are really more im-
portant ‘than the study of French irregular

" verbs, or even the test for a chloride.

They “cram the cwrriculum” with enor-
mous quantities of variegated inlormation,
and he looks back with regret to the good
old days when boys of that age did not have

. to learn anything but Latin. This is on a

par with one old logger's' complaint that
men in the woods want all kinds of fancy
food, instead of the good old stcady diet of
pork and beans. But note the difference:
pork and beans was, and is, a good sustain-
ing food; Latin is un occupational discase,
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Heve the author veplies to an article in
the “Ladies” Home Journal” titled “1Vhai's
Wrong With High Schools?”

which begins as a headache and ends as a
pain in the neck. Of my years of Latin, all
that: remains to me s Juno's motto,
“Flectere si  neques  supiros  Acheronta
moveo”, and even that goes better in Eng-
lish anapaests: “I[ I cannot convince my
superiors, T will raise Hell™.

Finally, all this, is given theme before
they arce really able to read with under-
standing. He has something there. It is
quite true, as he says, that thirty per cent
of the high scheol population are not able
to get the means [rom reasonably difficult
books. These are the third that in former
years never got to high school at all, and
the writer does not know what to do about
them.

For he carcfully dodges the most im-
portant point. Being a good democrat, he
must not even think of it. The real trouble
is not with the quantity of students, but .the
quality of them. In former times the few
who went to high school were those who
had a certain amount of brains, and a cer-
tain amount of willingness to learn. Those
few are still with us, but we often lose sight
of them in the mob of nice young people
who have no discernible 1-Q, and less desire
for knowledge.

We cannot teach the common herd as we
did the few chosen ones. We cannot teach

.them . in the same way, we cannot teach at

the same rate. Most important, we cannot
teach the same subjects at all. But that
does not mean that we cannot teach’ them,
period.

I[ we scparate the slow learners from the
fast ones, we can teach them, orally or by
properly written books, material that inter-
ests them. One difficulty about this is that
if we made such a course, interesting and
useful to the low grade students, we would
find the best students trying to get into it
t0o, leaving the regular high school course
high and, yes, dry.
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Teachers Are Studying Children

Dr. Daniel A. Prescott tells how the study
of one child leads to better understanding
of all children.

O

Miss Smith has stopped thinking of Joc
as “lazy” becaunse his homework is poorly
done and he is not alert in class. She
knows about his querulous working mother,
his ‘fatherless home, the four younger
children.

Today all over the country 6,000 Miss
Smiths arc discovering in a dramatic way
that behavior is caused. These teachers arc
working in child study programs under the
direction of the Institute for Child Study
of the University of Maryland. A number

of schools in the region of Chicago are.

developing ‘similar programs under  the
_guidance of the department of education
of the University of Chicago.

Miss Smith’s close: study of a few indi-
vidual - children for several years should
make her a better teacher for hundreds of
“children for the rest of her career. A carc-
ful study of the specific problems of sulky,

€0

The stary told lreve is bused on an miter
view granted by Dr. Prescotl to a staff
writer of Rural Editorial Sevvice for the
State cducation journals.

Dy. Prescott, divector of the Institute for
Child Study of the University of Maryland,
is working with Maryland teachers and
administvators in a sialewide program of
child study.  Until vecently he was pro-
Jessor of education at the University of
Ghlicago. He is conducting field service
frograms of child study in New York,
Pennsylvania, . South  Garolina, Olio,
Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, and Washing-
tom, D. C.

irresponsible Joe helps the teacher far more
than the lectures and study programs on
child psychology and child development in
general, says Daniel Ao Prescou, who heads
the Institute.

It is fairly obvious that not all gencral
scientific truths are true about all children,
declares Dr. Prescott. “Yet teachers have
not been trained to recognize this need for
Knowledge about individual children, don't
know what facts they need, don't have the
skills to get the facts.”

Learning How Joe Feels

The teacher needs enough knowledge to
understand how Joe—not all ten-year-olds,
but Joc—fecls in a particular situation. If
Joe reads badly, general-knowiedge about
the causes of poor reading won't help Miss
Smith. She must know why Joe reads
badly. And therefore she mnust know a lot
about Joc as an individual.

The technique for learning -about Joc
can be acquired. Dr. Prescott points to
the results of a four-year program iu 14
school systems [or in-service teacher train-
ing in child development.

“Hardly a vestige of our work is left in -
I3 of those systems. In only onc was the
program- successful.” “Why that one pro-
gram bore fruit where the others collapsed
makes ‘an eyc-opening story.

THE B. C, TEACHER
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‘The story began seven years igo, when
the Commission on Teacher Education sct
up by the American Council on Education
began to work on improving the education
of teachers, Onc of the Commission’s
agencies was ¢he Division on Child De-
velopment and “Leacher Personnel, with
headquarters at the University of Chicago.
This division guhcred the rescarch find-
mgs of many sciences on the growth, lewrn-
ing, behavior, and adjustment ol children
and sct up a document center for this
material. Schoolmen studied the available
data, conferred with scientists, and de-
veloped scts of  scientific principles  to
describe and explain human development

and behavior.

In the 14 co-operating school systems the
child devclopment information was passed
on to teachers through lectures and sys-
tematic study programs led by experts.
After the training, the teachers, in cficct,
said, “This is very interesting. So what?
It doesn't help me with my classroom
pxoblcms.

But in onc school system the teachers
decided that cach wanted to study an indi-
vidual child intensively over onc or two
years. Out ol the results of the successful
(.\pCl‘lCllCC of thosc teachers the Division
(in 1943 it became the University of Chi-
cago'’s Committcec on Human Develop-
ment) worked out a_program which now
involves 6,000 teachers in 20 school systems,

Five Paths to Understanding
The child study programs have five

" essential parts: (1) direct study of children,

(2) consultant” service from the Insitute
for Child Study to the. local groups, (3)
special training Of leaders of local groups
and regular meetings during the year, (4)

‘local two-week workshops for leaders and

tcachers, and (5) a six to nine-weck work-
shop in human development and child

- study at the University of Chicago.or the

University. of Maryland.

Each - teacher: who volunteers for the
program is told to select a child in whom
she is interested.- She is urged mot to-select
her. worst problem. The tcacher we are
callmg Miss- Smith selected Joe. She was
told- to gather all the information about
Joe that seemed important. Her infor-
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mation would come from four sowrces: the
school records, other teachers, a visit 1o
Joe's home, her own observations of Joc,

“Few teachers in the United States use
school records,” says Dr. Prescott, “except
10 look at marks, the least valuable of
what's there)”

Miss Smith got information from the
records about Joc's family, his physical
growth, his realized intelligence in terms
ol test results, and so on. From other
teachers who were teaching Joe or had
taugnt him in the past she asked not for
evaluations but for ancedotes, for stories
of characteristic ways in which Joe acted,
llung_,s he said and did in notable classroom
situations.  She discovered that  when
teachers were asked to tell stories instead
of 1o pass judgments they did a fine job ol
remembering details.

A Look at Joe’s Home

To Joc's mother Miss Smith said, “I'm
]oc.s teacher and I'm very much interested
in him.” Delighted at teacher's interest
in her son, Joc's mother was co-operative.
She told her troubles. “Joe's kind of slow
and he’s always in mischicf.” Miss Smith
tried to understand the “climate of aflec
tion” in which Joe lived.

Miss Smith took a good look at Joc's
home and neighborhood, remembering
every word Joce heard or uscd in the class-
room had mcaning for him in terms of the
home and necighborhood where he was
growing up. The same words in terms of
Miss Smith's own environment might mean
something very different.

Back at the school Miss Smith wrote
down what she had seen, recorded her con-
versation with  Joc's mother, noted that
Joe was the oldest in a family of five, that
his mother took in- washing: Miss Smith
tried hard not to evaluate or pass judg-
ment. She knew -the records would bce
valuable in proportion to how objective
and specific her observations were.

Miss Smith added to her ‘notes-her obser-
vations of Joe on the playground, in the
halls, in the cafeteria. She recorded signi-
ficant or telling incidents.

Every other week Miss Smith met for two
hours with 12 other tcachers in the pro-
gram. Other schools have as few as 10
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but never more than 18 in cach child study
group. Miss Smith read her anecdotes,
presented her information 1o the other
teachers. The whole group tried to figure
Joe out. The other teachers presented
their materials too. Each teacher thus
studied as many children as therc were
teachers in the group. A strict code of

need, they can figure out for themselves
how to do the job.”

“Understanding individual children in
this way may sound like an impossible task.
But the good teachers have always done it.
With the properly developed  technique
about two-third of the teachers now in
service .can be made cffective at it. Most

secrecy about thic information the group of the others can be significantly influenced. l,
gathered was observed. Aboul one in five you just can’t do any-
After three years closely observing three thing for. .lhcy won't (lCZ}l wn'l}' clul.dr(.:n
children, Miss Smith will find it casicr to on the l')as:s (.)[ understanding. I.hcy Insist
“Fgure” all her children. She will know on dealing wtith them on the basis of tech-
what data she needs to get about her m(l\l;f‘s :'\’lolnc: i the bropt: o 1
“problem” children and how to gct the . ll 'C }.C'VS i the progrant have cntered
information. Shc will not be expected to i Vo un}“““' Ihey arc all willing to give
do psychiatric case work — the serious l:l) sever z}l hours a week and parts of their
problenns that are beyond her she will afer - S 10 B Morl Ly 0T
to experts. But she will never again label PR " .
the rI;bellious and aggressive ]ogcs “had,” pf)ssdnlmcs. Dr. Prescott tells of a sixty-
the withdrawn and day-drc:;ming Joes L"lght year Olfl !"rS[ grade tcachcr‘who was
“lazy.” She will look for causcs and 1ry to §upp0.scd to retire but beeame so interested
understand and help. ’ in the work she stayed on till she was
seventy. At the end of a year's study of
. Children Are Happier twin boys in her room she said, “That’s
“Eighty per cent of the teachers who've the happiest year of my life and my whole
worked with us say they and their children tcaching. I T could only have known this
are happier,” says Dr. Prescott. He adds forty years ago.”
that the teachers are actually saving time
—they spend fewer hours in wastedge[fort, S“.VER BEll (HRIS‘MAS TREE
in disciplining and n:aggix}g, in straighten- HANGIN’G
~ing out classroom situations sparked by
~ “bad” boys. Use oak tag - for
‘The Committee is getting proof of this. bell-base  and  cover
..Dr, Prescott tells.of a Philadelphia school with silver paper. Of
where the principal tabulates each year the coursc  any spa’rkly
white slips children must carry with them holxdny-papervvr.na)' he
when they are sent to the office. The slip used. On a piece of
~ tells the child’s misdemeanor,.the time, arid white drawing paper,
includes -the 'teacher’s signature. Last year trace the cherub-pat-
. he discovered that certain teachers had sent oo , tern, outline  with
30 per cent fewer slips' than in the previous | dra\}'mg ink and cut out. .Color as iollo»'vs: :
 four years. ‘In listing the names of these ﬁ!l in. aura ycllow, facc light orange xyuh
_‘teachers he discovered that they were pink checks, dress light blue, hancs light r

*exactly -those engaged -in the child study Orange like face. Paste on silver bell. If
. program. FRa T : desired, cover back also with silver paper.
S imys Laiiip G CL “ Tie a strand of blue wool for hanging.
 “Principals’ and . supervisors  tell —our T AGNES CHOATE WONSON

teachers what to do, and they do as theyre - o

,'Jtold, and . then we -blamne "them,for poor S “WANTED :

- results and assume they're not “bright - Urgently required unfurnished apartment, 3 or
~enough to :do “better,” says Dr. Prescott. 4 rooms, or small house, by married high, school
“wTeachers have a fighf ‘to be pee\fed. Put teacher with adult daughter.*South Granville or

Bt . ) L . West End districts preferred. 'Reply to: Mrs.
. we find, if we teach jthem the skills they G.egcot;j (mlford Holzel. epAciﬁc ogng'
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( q&mce at our Educational Whereabouts

THE B, C. PROGRAMME OF STUDIES
[T ]

A this critical moment in edvcelion,
here as elsewhere, may it not be well to re-
study our whercabouts? Might it not, for
example, repay us to glance afresh at the
Foreword and the section on “Aims and
I’hzlosophv of Education in British Colum-
bia” in the official Programme of Studies?

; (Bulletins I, Eleme nl(n_v and Senior High
| Schools).
' Teacher Participation
Democracy, manifestly, furnishes herc
the root-ideas of both the why and the
liow of education. One of the key-notes is
freedom. Thus: “When it was expected
that there would first be a try-out of the
course in a few selected schools, offers to
make such a try-out were received from a
“large number of teachers. it is hoped that
these teachers will still feel that a report of
their expeuence with thc Programme  as
now issued is desired. . : . Actual trial will,
is is hoped yield suggestions for improve-
ment.” If, speaking only for the years
1946 and 1947, earnest voices have been
raised from various parts of the field, is it
more than" a response to this singularly
‘open-hearted - invitation, given in the first
of the:bulletins issued in. 19362 Seritences
might -be culled from. the increasingly
“‘cager response which point a“way toward
- humanity’s-ideal. - -
Encouragingly, the . Programme  of
“ Studies continues: “The organization of the
courses into units does not mean rigid pre-
scription. A mechanical, -unreflecting
- adoption of the units as prescubed would
.-not be in harmony with the spirit of the
- revised curriculum ... . Many teachers may
be able to organize better units than those

~_[ul concession. the-oné necessary; condmon
-5 cis that “Substituted material must be prop
= cr]y orgamzcd in“advance. of teachmg it.”

not merely 1s mwtcd 1[ is urgcnlly solici=
led" LT R
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~heére presented " ‘To this emlnently trust- -
comes to school”. - 1;

“Criticism of this Programme of Studies

What About The Pupil

So [ar, the teacher’s {reedom. The free-
dom of the pupil is also considered. This,
for example, occurs word for word more
than once in the Senior High School bul-
letin:— "It is the function of the tcacher
to provide the pupil with material to think
about, with” — noteworthily included—*“a
method of thinking, and with situations
and problems which challenge him to
think.”

Alter saying in effect that the better the
classswork the less will be the need for
very much home-work, though “Senior
High School students may be expected to
do more study than pupils in lower
grades”, the frecedom of the pupil is
brought to the fore by saying that “this
restriction upon required home-study
makes it possible for the pupil to employ
his leisure time in extensive free reading,
in voluntary home projects in Art, the
Practical Arts and the like, and in creative
activities of many kinds.” The way is thus
purposely left open for leisure activities of
the better sort.

Further, we read in both bulletins, from
the viewpoint of the need for freedom in
learning: “Children’s purposes, interests,
and prelerences should come freely to the
surface. . Whilst they cannot be the final .
determiners of the'school programme, they
should be the point of departure and the
source of motivation.” This accords with

- what are presented as the prime features of

“The Learning Process™:— “The p]ace of

.interest and - purpose. in learnmg ; “The

active nature of learning”; “The place of
satisfaction in -learning”.. ‘These features
may be seen almost ideally .at’work among
six-year-old children. They harmcnize ]I.vell
with the one-time slogan, “The whole calld

In these. W'lys we are brought face to face
with the pupil in school. ‘In both bulletins,
we read,- “Subject-matter is not educative
in and of itself’ ~-a ‘marked insistence on
Lhe why 'md how, as dlstmgulshed from
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the what'—"but only as it is made mean-
inglul 10 the pupil. . ..

The Aim Of The School

As for the school and its life and aim,
we still breathe freely. “Schools should not
be compared upon the basis of marks ob-
tained at examinations. Such comparisons
promote cramming and other kinds of cdu-
cational malpractice. . . . The unknown reli-
ability and validity of ordinary examin-
ations makes comparison pointless.” “From
the point of view of the individual, the
school exists to aid him in his own growth
or self-realization. .. . The school and its
curticulum should be organized to achieve
this end.”

Carrying forward this idea of the school,
“Subject-matter,” say both bulletins, “has
meaning for a pupil only as it helps him
to solve problems that are real”—might we
not, perhaps, add ‘or made real? — *“io
him".

“To summarize, school should be thought
of as a life to be lived where there is action,
cooperation, and opportunity to -levelop
desirable attitudes, habits, and ideals. . . .
The school should exemplify superior liv-
ing"; developing, “such social attitudes as
shall be conducive to desirable character-
formation.” )

Teach Them To Think
_Though democracy is not purely indi-
vidualistic, it has its individualistic aspect.
And when the Programme deals with “edu-

cation - for “intellectual  development”, - this

" “is fully allowed for. Learning is rooted:in
“individual experience. Giving us our grip
_of the idcas we attend to, are the ideas we

attend with:- So we read: “Skill in think-
ing comes from the usc of one’s equipment
of ideas in solving real problems” (or in
approaching new truth). In practice does

“not this mean that much of our best and
‘happiest _teaching consists - in rallying

pupils’ own ideds to the auack, and keep-
ing their ideas to the forc in the pursuit?

“.-In a rapid glance one passes; almost dis-
- connectedly, from point to point. Linked
- ‘up with the above, -however, is" the con-
. “stantly repeated.aim of education, “to.de-
~velop the -habit of  critical . thinking’ and

Lok

ciective study—study’ hmplving purpose
(studtre, to aim at),

Also noteworthy is the following: “It iy
fundamental that testing should beay wpon
the objectives of a course. Tt should not
test the memorization of [actual matter.
‘Testing should serve primarily the purposc
of teaching; teaching should not be direc-
ted toward testing.”

Againi— “Where intclligence is given
arcater scope, learning is casicr and the
carry-over to uscful applications is greater.”

“Satisfaction in learning” is given its
rightful place. “Learning is facilitated by
the satisfactions which accompany it.” The
“grcatest  satisfactions”  accompany the
achievement of ends, including “the over-
coming of difficultics through strenuous
cffort.” This natural pleasurableness ol
learning by right methods and under right
conditions cannot be over-cmphasized.

. Classwork Is Teamwork

Finally—for onc must draw to an cnd
—class-work at its best is team-work. Co-
operation—teacher with pupils, pupils with
pupils—is its very life. Scattered, accord-
ingly, through thesc bulletins arc refer-
ences to “the way and manner of lessons”
as ‘group activities’; as ‘acceptance of pupil
coutributions’; as ‘the setting up of appro-
priate situations in the classroom’, evoking,
as it is finely said, “a classroom atmosphere
of harmonious cooperation, a willingness
—nay, an cagerness—on the part of every
individual, including those who are shy and
retiring, to make a useful contribution to
whatever activity engages the attention of
the class”. . Is not this a portrayal of demo-
cratic teaching of the highest order?

* * . * *

An apology is duc to the authors of the
Programme for the fragmantariness attach-
ing to selections for a magazinc article. The
quotations arc from the programmes for

_clementary schools (Bulletin 1) and senior

high schools (Bulletin 1). The copies used
were kindly sent to the present writer by
Dr. H. B. King somewhcre about the win-
ter of 1987-38. If variations occtir in more
rccent issues, this explanation is called for.
But the spirit was there.—Thisciton Mark.
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English Literature . . .

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS

By GEOFFREY TILLOSTON,
Professor of Englisht Litevature,
University of London.

(Reprinted from the London Times Fduca-
tional Supplement, May 17, 1947,

%

The study of English in schools and
eolleges is sometimes despised by specialists
incather fields who think that writing about
literature is an easy malter: whereas, of
course, il is only an ecasy matler to write
about it badly.

I'he moto of the teacher ol English, as
it is the motto of cvery teacher in every
subject at whatever stage, is “Aim at getting
sound sense in every sentence the scholar or
student writes, however simple that sound
scnse is to begin with, however few the sen-
wences written.” Do not let students (iee.,
the junior members of schools and colleges)
get away with all those romantic substi-
tutes for sound sense—vagucness, flamboy-
ance, garbled.echoes of fashionable eritics,
jargon ‘which the student could not begin
to define, e.g., “definitely” often spelied
“definately”), “the- second movement of

Haimlet,” "'the atmosphere of a poem.” The.

standard which some tcachers set them-
selves, unconscxously perhaps, is a standard
‘tsplrmg towards -that of the fashionable
critics " in the. magazines. - Some teachers
therefore tend to welcome ambitious writ-
ing-as -~ writing- which - shows. “promisc,”

,mdwxdualu), emancipation - from: school-
“room  ploddingness, ‘a dawning cnvy ol

mmds scemingly superior.
I is best to satisfy a stan(l'ud of sound

“simple sense before \cntunng to satisfy the
standard_of a sense that is complicated and

subtle as well as sound.. It is not -always
.lccognwcd that, where writing about litera-
ture. is’ concerned, cvena low standard of

stcnse is*a st’mdard difficult-to ‘reach; i.e;
. 1o reach’ by steps all of which have been
_’talu.n hrmly < We nwtl 10 xcmm(l oursd\ ¢S

SRR 4T

~-Shakespeare's

repeatedly  that even Three Blind Mice
poses problems in “literary appreciation”
which are not quite “child’s play.”

Word By Word

It is suggested that students should con-
centrate their powers  on grasping  the
meaning of a work of literature word by
word, and should make that grasped mean-
ing the basis of everything they proceed to
say about the work, The phrase “the
meaning word by word” may be illustrated
from the first scene of Macbeth. "Fhere are
few pieces of shakespeare which are more
immediately clear to the twentieth-century
reader, and yet 1o master “the mcaning
word by word” entails, for instance, a mas-
tery of the word witch (thc suggestion that
Shakcspcalc did not write “Enter thlcc
witches” is not to be discussed here),
mastery of the word battle, and a mdstcn)
of the phrase “lost, and won.” We do not
have witches nowadays, and the battles
Shakespeare knew about were not the sort
of thing that we have lived through. And
to master the meaning of “lost, and won”
tells us ‘something about the way the
witches regard the battle. 1f we master
what can be mastered (perhaps the word
master is presumptuous for readers as far
away from Shakespeare as three hundred
years) and build our “literary appreciation”
on that, the result will at least be soundly
based. At this time of day, fortunately,
most teachers prefer to encourage students
to explain ‘such. matters. as the. dramatic
significance of “the first scene of Macbeth
rather- than allow them to rhapsodise on
imagination, though - some
teachers still hanker, 1 believe, after the
grandiose in literary criticism—the grand-

“iose rather ‘than’ the humble, the scrupu--

lous; the concrete. . For-most of us the only
hope of achicving a poetic fire in our teach-
ing “that is an authentic ‘poetic fire is to0
have -our wheels catch fire while we are
driving. along the. road. ~Every student is
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capable of sceing something worth sceing
in those first twelve lines of Macbetl, and
with that something as basis, may, if he is
capable, go on to sce more. What he sces
clearly he will be able to say clearly. Not
necessarily straight off: his lirst attempt(s)
may only attain to saying it badly. DBut
whatever he sces clearly he will wish to say
clearly: to sce is to want to say.

A word about sct books. If a work of
literature is to be treated in the way sug-
gested, it must be the sort of work that can
bear such treatment. For various rcasons,
which need not be gone into here, excellent
work belonging to kinds which cannot be
so treated include ancient literature in
translation, short dissertations which sweep
through the history of civilization, poems,
however cxciting, whose ink is scarccly dry.
The students who are capable of getting
anything out of works such as these will go
to them and get it without help from their
teachers: all the teachers need to do is to
tip the right students the wink. But il such
works are set for close study, the rest of the
students flounder in the void.  (Surely we
11 remember how crazy our own notes

were.) Books about concrete human things,

when they are written by great writers,
come home to every student however dull
or immature: even a dull student responds
‘with ‘a comparative liveliness to, say, Mac-

beth, Browning’s Men and Women, Under

the Greenwood Tree.

: . Writing Is Difficult
“Something has been said about the
_students’ -writing. ~ ‘The -essays which stu-
dents “write “should - be marked--with - close
“care.. Not of course all the essays they write
—that ‘would be physically impossible—Dbut
" selected paragraphs. or, say, one essay
*chosen.at random out of every three writ-
ten. - It would ‘be a good thing if teachers
* forbade all note-taking except in-the form
.- of a-précis of continuous sentences. One
“reason why students habitually write “bad
- seatences is that their pens are only happy
-when making jottings. And let the teacher
~- make another experiment: let -him confine
" himself, as well as his students, to the writ-

ing of complete sentences. This will remind .

him how difficult it is to ‘make. a. sentence
that he dares publish, even at the foot of
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a student's essay, and how very diflicult it
it to writc twenty public sentences on end.
If these suggestions are adopted, two
sorts of students will bencfit: those who
write illiterate nonsense will cease to write
it so often, and those who write essays with
a perlunctory sense in them will cease to
wrile essays that arc almost identical with
those written by their fellows. However
much the teacher insists on his own human
fallibility, the student will always see him
as an oracle. But it will be harder fer the
students to sce him as an oracle if his habit
is to question rather than to pronounce. I
he questions, he will be confined to matters
of common scnse, because he veill want his
questions to be answerable.  As answers
come and are aceepted, the fragments of the
common scnse will be found to be slowly
building themselves up into a structure,
Two of the aims of a teacher of literarurs
are to get students 1o see as a structure what
they first saw as a mass, and to get them to
produce structure instead of miass when
they write themselves. To be intorested in
structure carries with it an interest in
malerials, a structure being not only a de-
signed thing but a designed thing made out
of materials that have becn tested. Let us
iry to be carpenters rather than wizards.

A GIFT WITH A PURPOSE

With Christmas just around the corner,
the-Vancouver Christmas Cheer Committce
of th¢ Community Chest and Council, once

‘again asks for donations of new and good

used toys for the less fortunate children in
the Community.

The Committee, now in the ninth year
of “operation, co-ordinates the plans for
Christmas giving of some fifty Vancouver
groups and organizations, and conducts the
unique Toy Shop, ‘wherc parents - may
“Shop” for their: children’s toys although
no money- is involved.

Replacing the Santa Claus funds of other-
days; the Committee is responsible for pro-
viding ~ Christmas - Cheer ~for more * than
1000 individuals and families. ,

Phone PA. 2288 regarding your donation.

THE B. C. TEACHER: '
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The Basis of Salary Increments

By THORNTON PROSSER
In “The Monthly Bulletin”

N,

I'he basis on which salary increments to
teachers should be paid is a question that
scems to be baflling many trustees at the
present time. Business men arc likely to
generalize from commercial practice that
cfficiency is the only sound principle? We
were surprised to read of a prolessional
man—a learned judge—appointed to an
Ontario Board of Education, advocating
the same thing. It is possible His Honour
had never studied the professional impli-
cations of his proposal. Shall judges be
paid on a merit system in the future? If a
seccond offender comes up for trial, shall

‘that be a black mark against the first trial

judge? What of a third or fourth offender
—what judge should be penalized? In the

-legal profession, should a learned counsel

receive payment only if he wins the case,
because he alone was cfficient? The public
would probably cordially agree to such an
arrangement.

'

How shall’ the medical profession be
paid? If the patient is not totally cured, is

“the doctor inefficient? If pay by efficient
‘results were the criterion of ;success in the

above professions, many legrned and cap-
able members would starve to death.

“ " The same intangibles’ are to be found

in the teaching profession. There are no
instruments that can determine. adequately

- the ‘relative-worth of individual tecachers,

any more than that of individual doctors or
lawyers. - The total contribution of an indi-

_vidual teacher in the® development of a

child cannot-be reliably determined. There

© are . .many educational forces. impinging
.o.upon;_the. growth of - children. Church,
-+ family, companions, dozens of influences

unquestionably contribute to his: develop-

~ment. Even in the narrow sphere of school
~_subject matter, where there might be some

adequate  measurement ‘of “a "teacher’s

effeéti\/eness,fit is ‘doubtful if home effects
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and non-school influences can be separated
completely from results dirvectly attribut
able to the teacher.

Another fundamental objection to cffi-
ciency rating as a basis ol salary awards
lies in the inconsistency of such a policy
with the nature of a tcacher’s work. As
teaching approaches closer the status of a
profession, administrative inspection and
arbitrary control should give way before
creative leadership in 2 common under-
taking. Rating tends to stimulate compe-
tition in a group of individuals whose only
hope of successful achievement lies in co-
operation.  Education of children is a
group project, not an individual one, and
any device or policy which creates a spirit
of rivalry and competition is likely to inter-
ferc with the allround development of the
pupils.

It is important to kecp in mind that a
salary schedule, like insurance, is a co-
operative arrangement whereby employees
givc up certain rights and secure others in
return. The teacher merges his individual
contribution with that of the whole teach--
ing staff and receives a salary that is de-
pended upon, but not related directly to,
individual effort. It is reasonable to believe
that the best service is rendered by the
group as a whole when the morale of
teachers is maintained at a high level and
when teachers work “co-operatively. The
single-salary schedule plan is designed to
reward. teachers on the basis of their pro-
fessional qualifications and is a much more
objective plan of paying salaries than a
subjective rating system.

'GESTETNER (CANADA) LTD.

Manufacturers of
WORLD'S PREMIER DUPLICATOR

660 VS,ey‘mour Street, Vancouver
Phone: MArine 9644
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Watertown, N.Y.
Cooper Schoel,

. October, 1947,

Editor, The B. C. Teacher

The New York State Association of Ele-
mentary School Principals, through their
own rescarch committee, has published
cleven research bulletins during the past
16 ycars. These bulleting are published for
the membership and those left over arc
offered for sale to persons interested in
Elementary Education Rescarch Bulletins.

Many of these eleven bulletins are now
out of print, but there arc a few of the
following bulletins still on hand and for
sale to those interested in purchasing them,
Bulletin 1V Visual Aids in the School.... 25¢
Bulletin V The Informal Daily Program 25¢
Bulletin VI Reporting to Parents.......... 25¢

. Builetin  VIT Prin. Appraisal of his

SCHOOL ..o et rnecieeraevamemesasasrennseaniiesn 26¢

'Bulletin IX Status of Elem. Prin. in N.

Y. State 25¢
Bulletin X Problem of Optimum Class

Gize . . . R 25¢
Bulletin -XI-Child Guidance in Elem.

'School i R R 50c

- All the above bulletins arc in printed
form with the exception of bulletin X,
which is in mimeographed form. While the
supply lasts these bulletins may. be pur-
chased at above prices by sending chequc,
cash ‘or- unused stamps with your order to
Bulietin Distributor, Charles E. Flinn, 1152
Harrison Street, Watertown, New York.
~1.would appreciatc any publicity you can
give to us in your publication on the above
bulletins, for-I-feel that in.your association
you may have some members interested in
purchasing some of them. :
- This is_not a business but an cducational
service  that. we want_ to extend to- those
interested that may not have access to our
bulletins.” .

-~ Sincerely,
. CHARLES E. FLINN.
=+ Bulletin’ Distributor.

i

CORRESPONDENCE, -

NEW FORMAT APPRECIATED
North Vancouver, B. (.,
' Oct. 27, 1917,
tditor, The B. C. Teacher:
Congratulations on the spendid sct-up of
the September-October number of “The
B. C. Teacher. The new cover, with the
expressive picture of keen attentive young:
sters, should get the magazine itsell “ofl
0 a good start” for the year, I like the
arrangement ol the ads. and the {eature
articles. The headings give a better appeal
than lormerty.  Altogether  you  have
marked a great improvement in The B. G,
Teacher and T wish you luck for the year.
Yours truly;
ARRY SMITHL

THERE'S ALWAYS A REASON

North Bend, B. C.
Oct. 25, 1947.
LEditor, The B. C. Teacher:

Following a five-ycar excursion into other
ficlds, 1 recturned, this fall, to the class-
room.  This admission does not qualify me
to act as a critic of “The B. C. Teacher”
but I want to express my disappointments.

Firstly, I have just received my first copy,
Sept.-Oct. issue, on October 25th, a month
later than 1 should have liked. By calcu-
lation I have determined that I should,
therefore, * receive my next copy in the
environs of Christmas Day and my fifth
copy on, or about, June 25th next. Such
calculation leaves me with a feeling that
the magazine will have me always looking
backward, rather than forward, T wonder
il any- other ‘member of the Federation
feels with me.” '

Secondly, 1 found that no other tcacher
hercabouts reccived his, or her; copy any
carlier than.I have done. What I sought
to ascertain, they could not tell.me. . When
will conventions be held, where held, and

who -are the officials? And, if the second

issuc mentions conventions, shall -1 still be
interested at Christmas time? Is-there any-
thing in “The B. C. Teacher” which really
and specifically binds the locals and the

THE B, C. TEAGHER
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school units together, or is it that, in some
fashion, cach scparate local, or unit, has a
link only with the Central Office, It gives
me the feeling that we have a wheel with
a hub (Central Office) and spokes (locals)
but without a tire to complete the whole.
Again I wonder if I am alone in the fealing
of semi-isolation.

Please do not conclude that I am unin-
terested in the present contents of the
magazine. It is just that:

Perhaps the corner showing the names
of the editorial board could be expanded
to include all the names of central repre-
sentatives of the Federation;

Perhaps the middle of each two-month
period, rather than the end, could be set
for issuing the magazine;

Perhaps locals could be persnaded to
notify Central Office of convention dates
and locales in sufficient time that the first
issue of the magazine in thee fall would
a calendar of such data;

Perhaps the local of which T am proud
1o be a member would develop a genuine
interest in the identity and the problems
of other locals.

But, if it be likely that only I [eel an

interest in other teachers and locals of the -

provinee, then I should not anticipate that
Central Office will attempt the difficultics
of organization necessary to presuade locals
1o keep Central Office informed.
Yours very truly,
THomas C. McKav.

IN PRAISE OF R]:AL EFFORT
T ‘Vancouver, 28 1047.
l!.dltOl‘, The B. C. Teacher:
"As one of the ancients, himsell with a

- small string of degrees in tow, I sometimes

think that we in the educationa!} field are

2 ‘bit crazy ‘in the matter of academic

decorations, - All- the same, in this world

-of things as they are, degrees still -arce im- -

portant, cspec:ally degrees earned .under

= difficult c1rcumstanccs, as’ those -of many
L tcaahers are,

‘An example in point and a’case, suffici-

: ently outstanding to be news is. that of our

- .- colleague Mr. Denis C: Smith, who for the
. past year has’ been teachmg at Nanaimo
: ngh School Startmg in thc fall of 1944

S NOVEMBER, 1947 .

with only nine lonely credits toward uldi-
mate graduation, he has in three years
completed his B.AL course and carned his
B.Ed. degree as well.

The friend who passed the news along
to me included with it the information that
in the first of these three overflowing years,
Mr. Smith was cducational chairman of the
university veterans and  that throughout
his stay on the campus he found energy to
do hall-time labouring on the grounds or
at construction work at our expanding
University.

All that means brains and industry, not
to mention physical strength and capacity
to forego much sporting in the shade or
otherwhere. However, in spite of the fact
that I have not the pleasure of knowing
Murs. Smith, T am prepared to bet dollars to
doughnuts that a considerable part of the
credit for Mr. Smith's achievement should
go to a domestic Amaryllis who made it
possible.

I am sure that other readers of The B. C.
Teacler than merely the writer of this
letter appreciate a good piece of work.
Congratulations. N.T.B.

AGAINST PUBLIC INQUIRY
Victoria, B. C.
Oct. 27, 1947.

Editor, The B. C. Teacher:

The Victoria Daily Times of October
25th has re-printed an editorial from your
publication with an introductory para-
graph rcading:

“From the Outcry that has been raised
against school taxation recently, the casual
observer might gather that the Cameron
Report was the most invidious document

ever foisted on a helpless public.”

After repeating what you have printed
the Times ventures the statement: “Edu-
cation being a public service, flinancing
will have to come from public funds.”

That is the trouble, most pcople do not
recognize that feature of the subject. The
Union of B. C. Municipalitics, the B. C.
Trustees’ Association and ‘the B. C.

~Teachers’ Federation all took a hand in the

agitation to lxave the cost of educatlon

“removed from the land.

When the. Cameron Report  was. first.
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given to the public there was loud acclaim
in its favor among the uninformed public
and one newspaper in anticipation of what
the report would say suggested that Gov-
ernment Subventions were only paliatives
and that what was required was a basic
change in the set-up. Another editor was
able to block the endorsement of the iden
as a member of a Board of Trade when thc
Municipal Council asked the Board to
place itself on record. Still another man
who was Reeve of his Municipality pre-
sented a Briel to the Commissioner which
was not even referred to in the Report.
He resigned from office and left the dis-
trict, retiring from public life.

There is only one way in which the
problem can be solved, but the M unicipali-
ties have become accustomed to come to
the Governments with out-stretched hands
saying “Give Us—Give”; they are unwilling
to face the inevitable.

At a Board of Trade meeting recently
an editor of a weekly paper hinted at the
logical outcome of the request for the
Government to grant removal of the cost
of education from the land and he warned
what would happen if the request were
taken seriously.

The Government has appointed com-
missions and has spent the taxpayers’
money on the same, but the only result
has been that thc burden has been in-
creased.

According to the Public Accounts of the
year 1925 the Putnam-Weir Commission
cost the Government $28,777.76. The King
Report cost the people of British Columbia
with its subscquent expenditures approxi-
mately $100,000 in nine years, according to
the Public Accounts. The Curriculum Re-
vision, ctc,, has been carried out by the

same man, who in his report recommended -

that: ,

The Provincial Government as soon
as possible take over the Complete
“responsibility for education with the
" exception of provision for interest and
“sinking funds for which Municipalitics
are now chargeable.” e

. Why incur any further expenditure with

““an inquiry? ‘What is required-is for a-hard-
headed: report by the Union of B. C.
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Municipalities and the Associated Boards
of Trade to explain exac:ly what they want
to have the Governmeat do. The Govern-
ment has already acted. Let the others say
what they think should be done. And how.
F. W, Lainc.

RATIONING

Salmon Arm, B. C.
Sept. 22, 1947.
Editor, The B. C. Teacher:

You remember me? I'm the old hoss that
asked you last year is anything bein’ done
1o increase our ration of oats to us old
nags out in this 'ere dry pasture.

Don't you go and say that you'd gonc
and forgot us. We just couldn’t stand that.
We's depending on you, yo' know. There's
only a few of us out here now. Don't know
what happened to most of them but we do
hear all kind of rumours.

Tother alternoon I happened on two old
mares necking in the north-east corner of
this 'ere paddock and ‘bout seeming too
nosy, 1 - tencd to their gossip and I gath-
ered that hat old gelding, “Uncle. John,”
had kicked over a rod or two of the fence
and gone lolloping across the country like
a tumbleweed. Seems the last anybody
heerd of him he was back in harness again
pulling a milk cart someplace up north on
Vancouver Island. Seems a shame.

Folks do say there ain’t no rest for the
wicked but it scems to me there ain't any
rest’ neither for some of us who never
knowed how to be wicked. If you got real
serious -about resting here somebody would
more likely come along with the knacker's
cart and drag you off to the factory wherc
they make glue 'n shortnin’ out o' your
circass and leave your spirit to go seekin’
those heavenly isles reserved for old hosses
—somewhere in the neighborhood of Bil-
kini I hear.

Why don’t you talk to that old vet, Doc
Weir, and find. out if he won‘t’ prescribe
for us—you know, a few more oats to add
a little zip to this short dried-up bunch
grass. - He might listen to you. He: don't
scem to take much notice of us. He never
comes out to see us no more... He surely
can’t have forgotten us. We pulled his
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wagon preuy hard times past and ouls
weren’t too plentiful then neither.

It was hard sledding sometimes and some
of us worked a lot harder ‘cause we were
lookin’ ahead to the time when we could
roam around this pasture with nary a care
and lots to cat.

Didn’t work out that way. They started
o give most of the oats to the young "uns
and store what was left in them there cle-
vators, at the same time cuttin’ our rations
down to 'most nothin‘ at all. Don’t scc
why they should. They tell me the har-
vests have been regular bumpers these last
few scasons. And all the young colts and
fillies are getting plenty, to judge by the
look of their coats and the springy way
they walk. Some o' them have the divil in
their eye too. Too much grain, T'm sus-
pecting. I don't begrudge them—would
like to have had the same when 1 was
working for the old Doc.

Well, must take another run round the
back fence. Gets pretty chilly these eve-
nings. So long, for now.

Don't forget about that prescription,
Maybe the old Do. will do something for
us yet.

Yours, the old hayburner,
EVER SMOLDERING.

PENSIONER ON STRIKE
Port Alice, B. C.
Edltor, The B. C. Teacher:
I'm on strike, against these . pensions
made of preshrunk dollars. And I draw
“strike pay, but not from the Union; the
School Board pays me eight times as much
for working as"the Government would for
not working. -So what would you do?
1 could live on my pension, if I had to,
* with the aid of a few War B¢nds and some
real estate.. Yes, I, personally, could live
on it, but what"would my-wife cat? Eating
is doubtless 2 bad habit—in fact pcople
who" éat “practically always die within a
‘hundred: years—but_she doesn't want to
give it up. She reads in the papers that a
-lot of people "in Europe and Asia have
given it up;-and’the results do not scem to
* have been very good.
Of course, a worn-out teacher is not sup-
poscd to keep such a luxury as a wife. He

JR R SR S —-—,
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is probably
her in for
persists in

expected to drown her, or trade
a hall-interest in & cow. If he
his extravagance, his pension
instead of being increased is actually de-
creased. That is doubtless intended to be
a4 joke, but a lot of pensioners do not ap-
preciate the subtle humour of it

What pensioned teachers need is just
what pensioned  soldiers get: an  extra
allowance for wives or other dependents.
Some of us have children whose education
is not complete, and some of us have

» widowed sisters or orphaned grandchildren.

Give mc a reasonable allowance, and T'lIl

go back to my chickens; any Dbright boy

with a couple of degrees can have my job.
DonaALDp COCHRANE.

CANADIAN PASSENGER
ASSOCIATION
Western Lines

Winnipeg, Man.
Editor, The B. C. Teacher:

The following reduced fare arrange-
meats have been authorized by this Associ-
ation for teachers and students of Canadian
Schools and Colleges in connection with
the Christmas and New Year holidays:

Territory: Between all stations in Can-
ada.

Conditions: Tickets will be sold to teach.
ers-and pupils of Canadian Schools and
Colleges, on surrender of Canadian Passen-
ger Association Teachers’ and Pupils’
Vacation Certificate Form 18W,

Fares: Normal one-way first, intermediate
or coach class fare and one-quarter for
round trip, minimum fare 30 cents.

Dates of Sale: Tickets to: be good going
Tuesday, November 25th, 1947, to and
Tucsday, November 25, 1947, to and in-
cluding Thursday, January 1, 1948.

Return Limit: Valid for return to leave
destination not later than midnight Satur-
day, January 31, 1948,

Tickets will be good for continuous
passage only.

. A supply ol teachers’, and students’ vaca-
tion certificates Form' 18W is being sup-
plied to the inspectors of schools in each-
school - district in: British ' Columbia for
distribution to those schools under  his
jurisdiction. ROY H. POWERS,
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Between “[le Bookends

Know Yourself—an aid to better living,
by David Stewart; McCelland & Stewart,
Ltd., 215 Victoria St., Toronto 1; pp. 161
$1.50.

Because of its greater tangibility, voca-
tional guidance will always tend to swallow
up the major portion of the guidance pro-
gram, Hence sincere counsellors do well to
consider carcfully such other aspects as ad-
justment problems, and in so doing will
find a good dcal of help in this book.

Dr. Stewart has, as a counscllor in the
Services, been “on the spot” as much as any
in this ficld arce cver likely to be, and out
of the wealth of this experience produces a
readable and practical manual.

Properly thinking of the human organ-
ism as a unity rather than a collection of
loosely articulated parts, he discusses first
the meaning of the much abused word,
“neurotic”’, going on to consider the emo-
tions. He then devotes a section to “recog-
nizing ourselves”, thinking chiefly of the
question of attitudes.

The rest of the book suggests itself logi-
cally—the way to better living, and hints
on a way of life. This last contains much
that is commonsense in the developing of
an_ individual philosophy, A valuable
bibliography is added.—P. J. K.

* * * *.

Exercises In” English For Senior Classes,
by E. M. Stephen; Clarke, Irwin & Co.; pp-

-96; 60c.

English teachers of Grades XII and XIII

~will ‘be able to make scattered use of this,

particularly for vocabulary building and
sentence . correction. " In general | the ap-
proach is rather formal and lacking in prac-

- tical interest.—A. M.

* % * *

) u‘ilylid$ Workboolk (Eastern Can-

' Socz N
ada), by W Lewis; Dent; pp. 80; 55c.

*7 “Although obviously not prepared to suit
< B. C.’s social studies course ,this book con-
tains a-large number of interesting and use- .

e

ful excrcises on the geography and carly
history of Canada, together with some
work on map study in general-—P. J. K.

* * # w

English Essayists, edited by R. W. Jep-
son; Longmans, Green; pp. 278; 85c.

Here is a competent group of English
essays, beginning, quite naturally, with
Bacon, and cnding, just as naturally, with
Robert Lynd. A number of the old favor-
ites are herce: Bacon's studics, Sir Roger,
Lamb's roast pig, Stevenson'’s apology for
idlers. ‘The notes arc fairly complete but
might have included something on the
essayist and the collections {rom which the
sclections were taken.—P. J. K.

L * #* *

Easy Crafts, by Elsworth facger; Mac-
millan; pp. 129; $1.95.

Art experts may excuse themselves from
reading further: this is a book for the
upspecialized rural schools, for the camp.
the playground, the harassed parent, the
correspondence school child. Here are nonce
of the refined materials of the art school.
These are the resources of the outdoors, the
attic, yes, even the junk heap. Il you wish
you may deal with blueprints or plaster of
paris or pottery kilns. More than likely you
will find what you want in twigs and clay
and tin. cans and macaroni, in corn husks
and carboard, old socks, dried rushes, roots
and funguses.

Each of the 64 projects is outlined simply
and illustrated by a full page of clear line
drawings. A large part of the material goes
back to Indian eralts. “All 'is practical,
whether it be clothing or musical. instru-
ments, and while your beginner tries his
hand at the whistle, the more venturesome
may experiment with Incan clay pan pipes..
or other Indian musical instruments.—~F. S. |

* * * R i
- Narrative Poems, - sclected- . by E.. \V
Parker; Longmans, Green & Co.; pp. 183:]
70c.
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Away to a swinging start with de la
Mare's tale of Rory O'More and “his
brothers three”, this is the type of collection
1o make an impact on the difficult “middle
ages” of the junior high school grades.

Ranging [rom Browning to Gibson, from
Rosetti to Binyon, the book includes wradi-
tionally [favorite story-poems like John
Gilpin, The Revenge, Agincourt, and Paul
Revere's Ride. Here ave represented, too,

and the narrative poems ol Masefield, “'Fhe
Wraggle Taggle Gypsies” and “The Yarn
of the Nancy Bell”

I am sorry not to find E. }J. Pratt, and |
could (for these grades) dispense with
1 Robert Bridges and at least one of the three
Tennyson sclections. Yo-x will criticize to
your own taste, and when done will still
have left a good harddlul of satisfactory
selections.—P. J. K.

& L w * » *
i Music Time, by Evelyn H. Hunt; Mac-
millan; pp. 48; $3.00.

" Ina good “pianosize” book, conveniently

bound, here is a collection of forty-five

appealing songs for kindergarten and pre-
school age children. Titles like Acroplane,

Bounce the  Ball, The Engine, Let's Go

Walking, The Telephone, The Vegetable

Man indicate the scope and appeal of the

group.—DP..J. K.

% * * *
Rhythmic Aritinnetic 3, by Harry Amos;
" Ryerson; pp. 64; 35c.
- This work book is intended for use with

Rhyzhmlc Arithmetic in the Middle School.

"It furnishes plenty of drill in much needed

l

/-u- kﬁv* * . %

‘ada, by 'W.-Lewis; Dent; pp. 815 60c;

. Comipany,’ 1112 Seymour - St., Vancouvcr
B. C;, for the publisher.: ]

e A compdmon book to.the onc on Ilachrn
i Canada this: retains -all . the “desirable

':'}Novr-:ma;-:vn.‘jm47 =

i such diversities as the Ingoldsby Legends

'fundamcnlal number mampuldtmns —R. P

Socml Studies Workbook, Western Can--

‘printed 'md bound by Wrigley Printing |

" “features of the other, emphasizing map and -
‘graph study and’ providing. plcnt) of sound
~ complenon and short .answer: typc drill’ detective.

Begmmng wuh a sux vcy o[ C.mach 'md

the west, the material includes next an out-
line history and then a scction on cach of
the four western provinees.

It may seem a petty matter, but the book
gives subtle emphasis (o the prairvie prov-
inces rather than B, C. A rearrangement so
as to start the child ofl in the province he
is supposed to know best would do no more
than bring the book into line with accepted
teaching practice.—P. J. K.

* * * *

The Rain Forest, by Armstrong Sperry;
Macmillan; pp. 190; $2.50.

Here is a new and stirring story for boys
of intermediate and junior high school age
by a well known and loved author. As with
others of his books, he has also provided
plenty of excitingly beautiful illustrations,
includiug end-papers and dust cover in fuil
color.

The story concerns the adventures of a
Papuan and an American boy, in the
double search through the jungles of New
Guinca for a rarc species ol the. bird of
paradise and for somc pygmy thieves. As
well as being a first-rate yarn, it is inci-
dentally rich in the lorc of New Guinea
and also a fine study in friendship. Alto-
gether it is a most suitable book for your
school library.—L. T.

* * * *

The Mounties, by Annc 1. Gricrson;
Ryerson; pp..157; $2.50.

Pu‘haps no ‘single book can do thorough
justice ‘to the colorful police of Canada’s

-north-western frontiers, but Llns book with

its many photographs, its mlcmslmg map
of the northawest and “its many - gripping
tales of adventure does an excellent job.
Ranging from  border dxspute 0" Eskimo
problems ‘and from pioneer days to the
present, when “Riders of the Plains have
been - transformed  into’ Riders of = the
Planes”, the story takes in such.colorful

- pages of Canada’s hlstory as the twilight
~-of the Red Man, the coming of the railway

and thc Northwest Rebellion. Here you

may -learn of- Sitting Bull, of Almighty
'Voice and: of Soapy Smith; ol such heroes

as*“Jerry ‘Potts, and :Dale, the- four-footed
" And if the story .~ occasionally
verges on’” the” melodramatic, surely: there

has: seldom been better excuse!—S. F.
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The Talking Wire, the Story of Alex-
ander Bell, by C. J. Stevenson; MacMillan,
Toronto; pp. 207; $2.75.

The recent Bell centenary, while empha-
sizing Bell's great achicvement, has left the
general public with only very sketchy infor-
mation of Bell as a human being. This
pertinent biography fills in these details in
a way that should prove interesting to the
junior and senior high pupil.

The early parts of the book deal with
the boyhood of Bell and reveai him as a
youngster with an inquiring and inventive
turn of mind. Bell's emigration to Canada
and subsequent work on the telephone were
the direct result of threatened consumption.
Apparently he was a person who was able
to turn adversity to profit. The section
dcalmg with the work on the telephone
contains information for the most part

~ generally known but the final part of the
book concerned with his lifc after the suc-
cessful development of the tclephone is
particularly interesting, since even with
success behind him Bell’s active mind car-
ried him on to further research and experi-
mentation.

Of particular value, insofar as its effect
on the youthful reader is concerned, is that
Bell’s life as it emerges from the book is a
long saga of what the human spirit can
accomplish, even in the face of apparently
insurmountable - obstacles, if the will to
achieve and create is present.—W. J, K.

. * Lo i ’ *

o Everyman’s Guide To Canada’s Parlia-
ment, by George Hambleton; World Affairs

- Press, Ltd., 224 Bloor St. West, Toronto 5;
‘pp: 63; 75c.

~This- should be followed — or-perhaps
‘_prefaced—by a quiz so that Everyman can

see how badly he needs the simple facts on '

the machinery of Canadian democracy, as
informally - outlined in- this. booklet.. In
.- such-a brief history of its growth and state-
‘- ment: of 7its : present makeup, some . false

:emphasis must inevitably creep in. Neither
- -will everyone -agree with the “wcaknesses”
"v'presented by the book. ' The undoubted

“author are however to be commended. The
“fact:that - the faults of our’ democratic-sys-
tem have not: been glossed ‘over w1ll also

* sincerity - and straightforwardness - of ' the’

meet with gencral approval. A good work-
ing dictionary ol terms concludes the book.
P, J. K.

* #* * *
Public Affaivs Pamphlets; The Canadian
Forum Book Secrvice, Toronto; 25¢ each.
* * * *
The Struggle For Atomic Control, by W.
T. R. Fox (No. 129).
A pessimistic cartoonist might well de-

-pict us all on the toboggan slide towards

atomic warfare, putting in the few remain-
ing minutes in carnest discussions about
how to get ofl it. This pamphlet is a clear-
cut summary of negotiations so far and the
position at present. Dr. Fox indicates that
there is a safe turn-ofl.  Whether the na-
tions have the will to find it, is the yet un-
answered question,
#* * * *

America’s Stake In World Trade, by G.
Waldron and N. S. Buchanan (No. 130).

It is now becoming apparent to America
that the job of being the world's greatest
nation carries responsibilitics and problems
that more than match the incidental pres-:
tige. In a sense this pamphlet. is the out-
line of America’s awareness of these, and
of attempts to solve the problems through
the agencics of the International Monetary
Fund and the International Bank. Can-
adian readers may not agree with all that
is said, but will welcome the plain state-
ment that the United States must be pre-
pared to grow to the full stature of lf.'ld(.‘l-—
ship in world trade. e

* * % LR
Grand'mere Raconte, by ‘Marius  Bar-
beau; Longmans, Green & Co.; pp.-105; 75c.

Marium Barbeau is 'mthfopologlst and
Folklorist for the Government. of Canada
and this book is a collection of stories of
adventure “and fancy—"les - dires; de  nos
grand’heres” -— *“des * contes
venus de France avec les ancétres”.. Many
of the folk tales have echoes of our own
faxry lore. ; T o some student’ these will
appeal, others will prefer wmy tales-in cur--.:

“rent.French ; like “Pipette”.

This new: Canadian school edmnn of:
Grand’merc Raconte is edited with vocabu-

,ldry, questions and exercisés by Miss- Fran-

caise Clement for studcnts of al)out French
3 level: —S B.. : :
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UHCLE JOHN ON TAKIRG ADVICE

My dear Nicce:

Most of the disappointments and [ailures
of my life have been due to two causes:
(1) taking advice (b) not taking advice.
When T was young, 1 lost all my chances of
wealth and fame by taking the advice of
my elders and betters as to what I should
study, and what 1 should wake my life
work., On both these subjects their advice
wurned out to be the worst possible.

They made me @ newspaper man—a line
for which 1 was completely unfitted both
by temperament and by the education they
gave me. I have cvery reason to suppose
that if T had been allowed to do what 1
wanted to, I would have gone ahcad far
and fast, and would never have had to
work for less than three times what I got
as a reporter or a teacher. For this reason
I believe that young pcople should be
allowed to follow their own preferences,
when they have any. If a boy is hesitating
between two lines of work, and one of thera
is what his father wiints him to do, he had
probably better take the other onc. 1
think that no one can know as little about

““a boy as his father—except perhaps his

mother. They don't really sce the boy at
all: they see their own early days, and
~cxpect the boy to have the same ideas,
abilities and desires as they had. He hasn’t;
his inherited characteristics are different
from cither of theirs, and he was probably

brought up in a different environment. So
they are not competent to advise him.

On the other hand, when 1 got out into
the world, T got a lot of advice from bosses
and  fellow-workers, which would have
helped me a great deal it 1 had taken it
Only by that time 1 had come > the con-
clusion that all advice was bad, and that
! had better work out every problem for
mysclf. So [ made a great many unneces-
sary mistakes, and got rapidly nowhere for
many years.

At last T decided that all advice should
receive carcful attention, no matter from
whom it came—whether from an unpleas-
ant principal, a new inspector, or the boy it
the foot of the class. Every idea was consid-
ered, but not used unless it definitely looked
good to me. So then I began to succeed.

So my advice to you is: Listen to advice,
and take it if it seems geod to you, not
otherwise. ‘That applies to this picee of
advice, too.

Ever your loving
UNcLE JOHN.

SCHOOL BROADCASTS EN FRANCAIS

"ATTENTION!

Tous les professeurs de francais! ECOQUTEZ!
School Broadcasts annonce une série de 5 pro-
grammes cn francais. Le premier programme
aura licu le lundi 26 janvier 4 2 heures. On
prépare un bulletin avec tous les détails.
Pour en avoir des copies addressez-vous &
Director oF Scrool BRroancasts
c¢/o C.B.C.
Vancouver, B.C.

New Westminster

WE SELL FOR
‘We will never knowingly be undersold. ‘We will meet any competitor's

price at any time—not only CEILING price, but FLOOR price—and will
‘gladly refund any difference. ... THE PLAIN STORE for PLAIN PEOPLE!

LESS . ..

~ Vancouver

- NOVEMBER, 1947
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. “Air Age Timetable, etc, etc.

outline: its clearness and simplicity.”

- in * connecti¢n - with -which ‘this

- without cost or obligation. . .

Every Canadian Teacher
will welcome this

Grows Wengs'

Lesson Unit No. 10 of
THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE LESSON SERIES

Here are new, fascinating ways 1o
present what is often a dry-as-dust
subject. It presents Geography in
picture, diagram and map lorm-—
giving an air age view of the world
—showing; how modern travel al-
fects social relationships — com-
prises invaluable material for class-
room use.

SOME OF THE FACTORS
DEALT WITH INCLUDE:
Travel Methods Compared.
Maps Old and New.

This Shrinking Globe.

Air Age Ideas.

Skyways of the World.

Writing -of a similar Lesson Unit, one teacher (name on request) says: “IL is
one of the finest aids I have ever used. ‘The children are delighted with the

~ THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE
i et N

~ Lesson Unit s compiled, should be | THE GROLIER SOCIETY
.. in every Schiiol Library. It makes | Federal Bldg. ' Toronto
. _teaching sirpler, - easier — makes - 4 ithout obligati F
i 1 3 €asc  sen me, without obligation, a ree
ril'erax"nmrg a1t dshgh;. ’ i %opy of gnig No. 1(:}:11 (’fhe %ook of gnm‘éledge
R : co : tled: “ g
MAIL THI{'COUPON : V\?’q:g:" eries er~1| e eography - Grows
< and receive;this interesting i
L | NAME
~FREE -BOOKLET -
- : , SCHOOL

1 POSTAL ADDRESS
; .

' NOVEMBER, 1947




1 —<Ottawa Journal. . $250.

Books for
Boys and Girls

These worth-while books, beauti/ulfiy pro-
duced, make ideal gifts or prizes, and are a
valuable addition to the school library.

THE MOUNTIES
By Aune I. Grierson, Some famous ex-
ploits of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, exceilently told. Tllustrated. $2.50.

DOWN: RIVER
LIES THE WORLD
ny Marion Greene. A fascinating story,
of pioneer days alg;lg the Ottawa River.
: [i] -

ESKIMO SUMMER

By Douglas Leechman. “A narrative full

of human:interest and fascinating detail.”
_ THE FEET OF THE FURTIVE
- By Sir Charles Q. D. Roberts. Some of

~“the "most tnrilliig. “anima! stories ever
" written. Tlustrated. $2.50. -

 WE KEEP A LIGHT
‘By E.” M.. Richardson. - Winner: of the

57 Governor-General's Award. “A freshly-

written “and- engrossing record of -family
life ‘against the ever-changing background
of sea and 'sky and the small details of
“farm -life on-an island.”— Nomad. Fourth
printing. - $3.50. ° :

e L M MONTGOMERY

“Anne- of -Avonlea”, “Anne. of Green

“Gables”, “Anne-of the-Island”, “Chronicles
“of ~Avonlea”, “The Golden ‘Road”, “Kil-
meny’of the Orchard”, “The Story Girl”.

 THE RYERSON PRESS
TORONTO

""Handsome Canadian edition. - Each, $1.69.

SAVE YOURSELF TIME AND RESEARCH

hy using the world's daily newspaper

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

Here are some of the Monitor's daily
helps for teachers:

#Gtate of the Nation" —a front-page
column on the Home Frent ... Exclusive,
eye-witness dispatches from the Moni-
tor's globe-circling correspondents . . .
Education Page—professional slants on
teaching . . . Daily Features Page—natu-
1al science colummn, vocabulary building
features . . . Children’s and Young Folks'
columns of stories, crafts, games ... The
Home Forum with pictures, poetry, ex-
cerpts from classic and modern writings.
Colorful Magazine Section on people and
places.

Use this coupon now and have the Moni-
tor's exclusive news and features to save .
yourself time and research in your teach-
ing. Special School Offer—

9 months for $6.50

_The Christian Science Monitor,

One, Norway Street, .Boston 15, Mass.

I am enclosing $6.50 for a nine months’ sub-
scription to The Christian Science Monitor at
the special school rate.”

Name

Séhoo] or College. nivmannssins POSItiON ..o
Street

City...... .Prov

B.C.T

THE B. C. TEACHER




Your youngsters will Learn
that Learning itself is fun with

New BRITANNICA JUNIOR!

At last . . . an authoritative reference set that excites
curiosity while satisfying it . . . that inspires while it in-
forms . . . and that turns facts into fun!

| When you see the new *“M Printing” of Britannica Junior, in-
spect it critically through the eyes of your elementary school
pupils. It was edited solely for them .. . to give them informa-
tion in a form that they can absorb and in a way that's com-
pletely absorbing.

Start with the famous “Ready Reference’” Index in Vol-
ume 1 and examine all fifteen volumes of new, enlarged
Britannica Junior. Notice the lavish use of color throughout
... the maay illustrations . . . the large, legible type. Check
the vocabulary, the skillfully simplified sentence structure
and screened content. You'll quickly realize that new Britan-
nicat Junior is truly “The Boys’ and Girls’ Encyclopaedia”. ..
the reference set that makes elementary
school learning and teaching fun. Send the
coupon for full information today.

The type in new Britannica Junior
was carefully selected for your
olementary school pupils

Large, legible type is used throughout
new Britannica Junior. It was chosen after
thorough tests with 800 pupils in three
elementary schools,

' FER ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA
el OF CANADA, LTD.

505 FEDERAL BUILDING TORONTO, ONT.

PR ©ncyclopacdia Britannica of Canada, Lid,
P, o tional Department §19-K

LSBT 505 Federal Building

Taronto, Ont,

Gentlemen: Please sead me (without
obligntion) full informution about
new Hritannica Junios.
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United Nations Association in Canada
Qverseas Correspondence Dept.

Correspondence can be arranged for:

Adults and Young People over 15 years with the following countries:
France, Germany, Austria, Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark,
Belgium, Holland, Jtaly, Hungary, Switzerland, Russia, South America,
India, Australia, South Africa, Britain,
Children 11-15 years write Britain, Australia, South Africa, India, France,
' Austria.
No correspondence can be arranged under 1 years.
Correspondence with Young Adults cspccmlly desired by Europeans.
Educationalists and welfare workers in Germany and Austria stress the need
for contact with overseas countries through correspondence.
Send name, age, address, interests, countries desired (maximum number,
three.) - to:
Mus. R, T. . Tanner
Overseas Lonrespondcm Dept. :
United Nations Association in Canada
678 Huron St. .

T Toronto, OnL.. ‘
NB. Enclose 'stamped addressed envelopc

g PIRA--;}ES and PATHFINDERS
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MAR] ORIE HAMILTON

, Inc author isa Norman School Critic Teacher and an outstanding teacher ol
- Grade V.’ Material which has: conmbuted to -her success is here a»allablc to
_ Lcachcrs lookmg for that somethmg extra; . I

“to enhven and ennch the ‘Social Studles course’

THE GREAT PATHFINDERS Columbus, Balboa, Pealy and the rest are
there. Also new llght o some lesser-known explorers, Morgan, D'tmpler, Baf’ﬁn,
e SelerL and others o

- 5’,MAI’S: ILLUSTRATIONS SEAT“’ORK e 'THIN_GS TO DO

, 90c' | 7 o
CLARKE IRWIN & COMPANY LIMITED ,
",:‘480 Umversxty Avenue i - ' Togomo 2

THE B, C. TEACHER

e




Greyhound offers special Round Trip rates of Fare and One-
3 e quarter. Make your weekend trips more enjoyable by going
via Greyhound.

*

B Outy GREYHOUND offere ALL thece-

@ MODERN COMFORT

o s s i A vt
G e L S L e

® CONVENIENCE
@ CHOICE OF ROUTES
@ STOP-QVERS

§ T IR @® SUPER COACHES

Consult your local GREYHOUND Agent

1
: f;f for full information.




Miss

Ruby E. Lidstone,

Enderby,

B. C.
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Schoci Supplies

THE LATEST IN

EQUIPMENT — STATIONERY

and
VISUAL EDUCATION

‘%

MIMEOGRAPH — DITTOGRAPH
MACHINES and SUPPLIES

%

LABORATORY APPARATUS

AN

'KINDERGARTEN and PRIMARY
MATERIAL |

(LARKE & STURT

o 00. LTD.

SCHOOL SUPPLY HO USE
l‘stabhshf‘d 1894

Stat:oners Prmters and Bookbinders

Al 550 SEYMOUR STRFET ER SREE VANCOUVER, B.C.

‘ PHONE PAcific 7311




