Mr. Cho

Social Justice 12 - COMING TO ACTION 

Final Project

What is this project? 

The final project for Social Justice 12 is to do an action project that connects to one of the themes we have explored over the course up until now.  This is the biggest assignment of the course, and in some ways acts as a replacement for a final exam.  It is also a way to take action on a social justice issue and to start to imagine how we can move forward or act on some the issues that have activated or been meaningful to us once the course is over.

For this project you will need to brainstorm, plan, do, report on, and reflect on the action project you choose to undertake. You are allowed to collaborate with other people on a collective group action if you choose to, but you must complete your planning, brainstorming, and reflection sheets individually regardless.
Part of the project will be for you to report out on and go over your reflections from your action in a presentation to the rest of the class.  Be sure to choose an action that you feel comfortable talking about and sharing the group.

Assessment and Components:
The project will have the following components (you will be assessed on all of them):

1. The Coming to Action Brainstorming Sheet (         / 17 )

2. The Coming to Action Planning Sheet (         / 28 )

3. A presentation to the class about debriefing and reporting out on the Action (         / 8 )
4. The Coming to Action Report Out / Reflection Sheet (         / 17 )
Class presentations will take place during Block D on Thursday, January 19 / Friday, January 20 /

Monday, January 23.  Students completed their action project before January 19 and be prepared to present the first day.  The presentation order will be determined by names drawn out of a hat.  Once you presented, you will need to hand in your Brainstorming, Planning, and Report Out / Reflection sheet immediately after.

Component summaries

1. Brainstorming Sheet – includes an assessment of your own communities, talents, interests, and concerns
2. Action Planning Sheet – includes a declaration of what the project is, why you chose it, what parts of the course it connects to, supports, challenges/ obstacles, how you can overcome the challenges, implementation planning, steps, and timelines, how it fits into the criteria of a good action project, how you will assess the success of your action
3. Presentation – You will need to do the following (and create a PowerPoint)
a. Describe the goals of the action project and what you did
b. Explain why you decided to pursue the action project you chose

c. Share at least one image that encapsulates the action project

d. Identify what social justice problem or issue your action project was trying to address
e. Name the kind of oppression or privilege (i.e. Individual, systemic, or cultural) that your action was working to address/engage with
f. Talk about challenges/obstacles you faced related to your project
g. Discuss how you tried to address/overcome the challenges/obstacles you faced
h. Talk about you projects successes and learnings
4. Report Out / Reflection Sheet – includes reflecting on what went well, what could have been improved, how you worked with challenges, what you would have done different, what type of oppression or privilege your project addressed, and your key learnings from the project
Action project suggestions, supports and resources:
You can choose to pursue whatever action project you think would be best for you as long as it connects back to the course content, however, it is strongly recommended that you consult with Mr. Cho in the brainstorming and planning process to make sure it will work well for both you and the course.
The content that we have covered in SJ12 over the last 5 months include:

1. Your own story, values, identity, and relationship to power, privilege, and oppression in the world

2. Social justice frameworks

3. Colonialism and imperialism in Canada and the world

4. Feminism and gender

5. Racism, racial privilege and anti-racism

6. LGBTQ

7. Class, capitalism, and neo-liberalism

8. Environmental justice

Whatever action project you pursue, it should be SMART

· Specific – clear

· Measurable – impact

· Attainable – doable

· Relevant – important

· Have a deliberate and pre-planned Timeline

Possible action projects could include: 
1. Do a project or awareness campaign in the school (see Anti-Poverty Action Project ideas and resources for projects that have been done in the past).  E.g. Meatless Monday, shoe drive, etc.
2. Write letters to or arrange a meeting with a politician on an issue (getting a meeting with the Mayor, and MP, or MLA is easier than you might think!)

3. Bring a proposal for something to student council or the Terry Fox Administration
4. Create a series of memes or infographics that can be shared on social media or post around the school or community that explore or educate people about a social justice related topic and survey people as to their response
5. Create an educational video and track its spread/views/reaction
6. Plan and facilitate discussion on a social justice topic that you know will be challenging with a group or person in your life 
7. Any other proposal you have that links to the class’s subject matter (though you are strongly encouraged to consult with Mr. Cho about your idea).
Possible resources or premade projects that you can pursue or use as inspiration:

· Feminism and gender - http://www.heforshe.org/en
· General - https://www.metowe.com/
· Various anti-poverty action and campaign ideas - https://www.bcpovertyreduction.ca/campaigns-bcprc
Assignment Timeline

Over the next three weeks you will have plenty of time during class to work on action projects, interspersed with skill and capacity building sessions means to expand and improve on your abilities to be advocates, organizers and activists.
Class time to physically work on / do action projects and get in class support will include
· Tuesday, January 10

· Wednesday, January 11
· Half of Friday, January 13
· Monday, January 16 (part or all of this day, TBC)
· Tuesday, January 17 (part or all of this day, TBC)

**Action Project must be completed before block D on Wednesday, January 18**

Class time to do Action Plan write-ups

· Wednesday, January 18

Presentation Days for class.  Action plan assignment sheets due at the same time as you do your presentation:
· Thursday, January 19
· Friday, January 20
· Monday, January 23 

Grading Rubric for the SJ12 Action Project Presentations

	8-7
	6-5
	4-3
	2-1

	The student fulfils all of the asked for criteria and has a picture and visual aids that helps to tell the story of the action project
	The student fulfils most of the asked for criteria but doesn’t have a picture, or has incomplete visual aids
	The student only fulfils some of the asked for criteria and/or does not have prepared visual aids for the presentation.
	The student fulfils a minority of the asked for criteria and does not have visual aids.


**After you present, the floor will be opened up for other students (and Mr. Cho) as to ask questions about your project and your reflections.
Mr. Cho

Social Justice 12 - COMING TO ACTION Project
BRAINSTORMING Sheet (         / 17 )
NAME: ____________________________
1. WHAT is/are your community/communities (name at least 3)…3pts
Eg. School, team, club, place, network

-

-

-

2. Identify your passions (1 pt):


3. Identify your Concerns (1 pt):
     I’m good at/ I like to….



    I do not like/ I would like to… What are you FOR?

· -

· -

· -

· -

· -

3. Identify project ideas that combine what you enjoy with an action that will address your concerns…12 pts 
(Eg: Watching movies + Climate Change = Host a Green Film Festival)

______________ + ______________ = ____________________________________ 

                           Passion Concern Action 

______________ + ______________ = ____________________________________ 

                           Passion Concern Action

______________ + ______________ = ____________________________________ 

                           Passion Concern Action 

______________ + ______________ = ____________________________________ 

                           Passion Concern Action

*The action plan you end up choosing can end up being something not related to what you write on this brain storming sheet (if your action is motivate more by concern than joining your passions to something), but you still need to complete it for full mark, and to go through the process of thinking about actions you can take for both SJ12 and your life after it.

Social Justice 12 - COMING TO ACTION Project
PLANNING Sheet (         / 28 )
My action plan is project is… 1pt
The reasons I chose this project are… (provide 3 detailed Reasons) 3pts
(passions, concerns, how it will make a difference etc…) 
The part(s) of the course that my project connects to are 1pt
List supports you can use for this project. (List 3 supports and explain how they can support you 6pts)

(Look for local networks, but also online ones. Has this been done before? Are there projects already existing I can be aware of, who can help me or who I can support? This may require research.
List key people you will contact in your action. (2pts)
List obstacles you will need to be aware of. (List 3 obstacles/ 3pts)
   (What are some challenges, resistance you may face? How will your action be received?) 
What are strategies you can use to overcome challenges/obstacles? (List 1 strategy for every obstacle. 3pts)
(Be creative in looking for opportunities to overcome these obstacles.)

Implementation plan (Timeline) The steps you need to take to make it happen.  (4pts)
Step

   What 



                                             When     
It needs to be realistic & make a real difference. The best projects are D.A.F.T.! 
How will your project: 
Make a Difference: __________________________________________________________________________ 
Be Achievable: _____________________________________________________________________________
Be Fun (or Functional): ______________________________________________________________________ 
Be Targeted: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Know what you are trying to achieve, how you will achieve it and why. 

Eg: I’m going to host a green film festival so that my school understands climate change

How will you evaluate the success of your action plan? (1pt)
Social Justice 12 - COMING TO ACTION Project

REFLECTION / Report Back (         / 17 )
In what ways was your action project successful?  In what ways was it not?  Allude back to the “how will you evaluate the success of your action project” question on your planning sheet (3pts)
Did you action project go as you expected?  Why or why not? (2pts)
In what ways was your action project challenging?  How did you try to address or overcome the challenges/obstacles? (3pts)
If you were to do your action project again, what would you do differently? 2pts
What kind of oppression or privilege (i.e. conscious or unconscious, individual, systemic, or cultural) did your action project try to address or engage with? (2pts)
Did your action project make the impact you desired?  Explain your answer. (2pts)
What was your most important learning that you took away from your experience of doing this action project?  Explain your answer. (2pts)
If you were to do another action project (different from this one), what would it be? (1pt)
