ESLPSA Workshops

1. Singing English: Creating a Language of Community in the Classroom

Fleurette Sweeney

Summary

The participants will learn three or four folk song-games and several study 


techniques. These activities not only help children internalize the natural


flow of common English usage but help create a shared language of 


community among children in the classroom setting. Through reflective 


conversation, participants will connect games experiences with appro-


priate learning outcomes.


Biography


After more than 50 years of active engagement in the classrooms of North


America and with Japanese teachers of English in Japan, Dr. Sweeney


continues developing a deeper understanding of the connection between


singing and speaking. At present she works full time as president of the


Living Language Institute Foundation of Vancouver.


A.M. preferred                           No AV needed

2. Extensive Reading in the Secondary Classroom

Brenda Johnson

Summary

Participants will be introduced to the use of extensive reading programs to

promote vocabulary development and reading fluency among ESL students.

Biography

Brenda Johnston is an ESL and English teacher at New Westminster Secondary School. She has also taught in Japan and Singapore.

P.M. preferred                          OHP & Screen needed    

3. Accent Reduction in an Hour

Andy Krieger 

Summary

The basic points of his 5-Step Method will be described, and then demonstrated,

using speakers who learned a language other than English first, if available. Within a ½ hour, their accents will dissipate. Audience involvement is encouraged.

Biography

Andy Krieger came to Vancouver at age 6 from San Francisco. He attended Churchill Secondary and then went to Stanford. He was a US Peace Corps teacher in Ethiopia, and taught secondary school in Tsawwassen for 7 years. He now focuses on accent reduction, including working with movie stars.


A.M. or P.M.


Needs 2 TVs on stands if possible.

4. A Functional Approach to Writing for Secondary ESL Students

Cathy Humphries

Summary

This session will involve hands-on activities that can be used to model the purpose, text organization and language features of academic explanations in secondary Science and Social Studies classes.

Biography

Cathy Humphries is presently the Program Consultant for Enhlish Language Learners in Burnaby. She is a licenced tutor for Language and Literacy: Classroom Applications of Functional Grammar and Teaching ESL Students in Mainstream Classrooms: Language in Learning Across the Curriculum. She has taught ESL students in elementary and secondary schools, and has been involved in teacher education as a sessional instructor at UBC.

A.M. preferred


OHP& screen, VCR (DVD)

5. Building Thematic Lessons for Emergent ESL Learners

Miranda Winn

Summary


Miranda Winn will discuss tips and strategies to enhance pull-out support 


Programs for ESL students who speak no English.


Biography
Miranda Winn has had over 20 years teaching ESL students at the primary, intermediate and secondary levels. For the last 10 years, she has been an intermediate Resource Teacher in Vancouver, supporting students at all levels

of language acquisition.

A.M. preferred

OHP&screen

6. Gangs 101

Rick Stewart

Summary

This session will look at the definition of a gang, and its various impacts and influences on a community. It will also delve into the aspects of why new immigrant youth are prime targets for becoming involved in gangs.

Biography

Mr. Stewart is a retired Edmonton Police Staff Sergeant with close to 30 years of policing experience. In most of his career he has been working with youth and his last 10 years investigating and studying gangs.

A.M. or P.M.


LCD Projector & screen

7. ESL Policy and Guidelines (2009)

Emilie Hillier

Summary

This session will provide an opportunity to go through and become re-familiarized with the newly consolidated Ministry of education ESL Policy and Guidelines documents.

Biography

Ms. Hillier is a B.C. teacher currently working at the Ministry of education as the provincial policy contact for ESL programs in K-12 schools. Her work also connects with the settlement of immigrant and refugee students.

A.M. or P.M.




LCD projector and screen

8. Let’s Get Talking

Ann Hunter

Summary

In this hands-on interactive workshop, participants will be introduced to a variety of low prep, fun oral language activities that really do get ESL learners talking. A resource package is included.

Biography

Ann Hunter’s experience covers a broad range of courses in elementary, secondary and adult education including regular, alternative and multi-leveled classes. She has been teaching for 20 years.

A.M. or P.M.






9.Working With Refugees in the Secondary School

Judith Robson

Summary

This is an opportunity for teachers of refugee students to share their thoughts, expertise or concerns on how to make their students’ first experience in a Canadian secondary school a successful one.

Biography

Judith Robson has been an active teacher of Vancouver’s ESL students for 15 years. Most of her time has been at Gladstone Secondary, which receives refugees from Myanmar, Vietnam, Afghanistan and East Africa.

A.M. or P.M.



VCR(DVD)

10. A Canadian Studies Curriculum for Beginner ELLs

Betty Kosel

Summary

This presentation will focus on an upper intermediate/secondary curriculum for level 1 ELLs that the presenter has used in her teaching of beginner ESL learners. A package of materials and recommendations for appropriate resources will be provided. There will be opportunities to discuss what participants have found useful in their teaching of ESL social studies; please feel free to bring any resources you can recommend.

Biography

Betty Kosel spent a number of years teaching secondary ESL students in Vancouver prior to becoming ESL Consultant in that city. She has also written ESL curriculum, organized professional development opportunities and helped develop an ESL resource site in the VBD portal.

A.M.



O/H & screen, LCD projector

11. Driving Your Way to Verb Tense Correctness

Kay McAllister

Summary

The verb phrase causes problems for ELLs. Drawing on the metaphor of driving, this demonstration presents engaging classroom techniques to overcome these problems, based on a macro view of verbs.

Biography

Kay McAllister teaches in the TESL Certificate and MA TESOL programs at Trinity Western University. Two of her research interests are the intersection of reading and writing, and TESL teacher training.

A.M. or P.M.


O/H & Screen

12. Getting Started With English Language Learners

Karen Beatty

Summary

This workshop is designed to help educators who are working with Primary and Intermediate aged English Language Learners for the first time gain a better understanding about essential concepts and proven teaching strategies.

Biography

Karen Beatty is the ESL Coordinator for the Langley School District. Langley’s growing ESL population has a combination of International, Immigrant and Government Assisted Refugee students.

P.M.



O/H & Screen

13. Understanding Our PRC Students Better

Michelle Mai

Susanna Song

Summary

The presentation is to assist ESL and content teachers to better understand students from China and gain new perspectives on parents’ common concerns such as homework, grades, ranking, cultural differences and challenges.

Biography

Michelle Mai is a SWIS worker in Vancouver. Prior to coming to that position, she had been working extensively at the frontline assisting new immigrants to adapt and integrate into Canadian life and local communities. She obtained her university education in China and received counseling training at Douglas College.

Susanna Song, currently a Chinese Multicultural worker in the Vancouver Board of Education, has worked for the school board for 9 years. She was educated in Beijing, China, earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics, and taught and conducted research at the university level in Beijing.

A.M. or P.M.


LCD & screen

14. Recipes, Grammar, Poetry and Graphics

Paula Saar

Summary

During the workshop you will be introduced to a number of different methods and strategies using graphic organizers. Learn grammar chants, write fun recipes as well as descriptive poetry that you can use immediately while getting connected to even more resources. These ideas have been used successfully in the classroom with low English language learners.

Biography

Paula Saar has been an educator for 18 years. During that time she has taught at both elementary and secondary levels, as well as having worked as an assessor at the District Reception and Placement Centre, Vancouver. She is currently the Community Schools Teacher for the John Oliver community of schools.

A.M.


Capacity = 20 

O/H & Screen

15. Learning More About Punjab

Mike Garcha

Vandana Nagpal

Summary

In this session, information will be provided about the South Asian (specifically Punjab) cultures, languages and schooling systems. Comparisons will be made between schooling in Punjab and B.C.

Biography

Mike Garcha immigrated to Canada as a teenager, with no knowledge of English, from rural Punjab. He has an Associate Diploma from a Community College, a B.A. in Criminology and Psychology, and a Cross-Cultural Counselling Diploma. Mike has worked for the Vancouver School Board for the past 20 years, mainly as a Multicultural Liaison Worker.

Vandana Nagpal has been in Canada about 12 years. She has a Masters Degree in Education. Her experience includes teaching at the Elementary and Secondary levels in India, and over 4 years as a Bi-lingual instructor in Leicestershire Education Authority in England. She has been working with the VSB for over 11 years.

A.M. 




O/H & Screen

16.  Bridging the Gap: East Meets West in the Classroom

Bonnie Waterstone

Roumi Ilieva

Awneet Sivia

Summary

A group of teacher education faculty and international pre-service teachers will discuss from their experience the following : How do “ESL” students make sense of western pedagogy ? How can instruction/teachers enable success in ESL classrooms ? Several international student teachers attending the MEd international program in TEF/SL will join the panel.

Biography

Bonnie Waterstone is the coordinator of the Med International program in TEF/SL at SFU. Her research interests are in the areas of student adjustment to North American educational settings.

Roumi Ilieva is a faculty member in SFU’s Faculty of education. Her interests are in the development of teacher identity.

Awneet Sivia is a PhD candidate and instructor in the Med international program with research interests in culture and identity.


A.M. or P.M.





17. Chilliwack ESD/ESL Pilot Project

Versha Oza

Julie-Anne Taylor

Summary

Participants will receive a brief summary of ESD history and principles, followed by step-by-step instructions and resource ideas for identification and assessment of students who are eligible for this service. Most f the session will give examples of resources and methods to teach academic content through oral and listening strategies in the intermediate grades.

Biography

Versha has worked with ELL and ESD students since 1985. In addition to working in the Chilliwack ESL department for 10 years, she has taught in Burns Lake (Carrier Nations), Bhutan, India and Japan. The project in Bhutan involved direct teaching and building culturally relevant curriculum for indigenous communities.

Julie-Anne Taylor is from New Zealand and belongs to the Te Ati Awa tribe. She grew up immersed in Maori culture and taught both English and Maori to her students when she began teaching in 1981. Her familiarity with ESD is extensive as programs were established in New Zealand in the early 1980s. Julie Anne has been in Canada and working in ESL/ESD since 2004.

A.M. or P.M.



O/H & Screen  

18.  Internet Safety and Parenting for Ethnic Communities

Yung Quach

Le Van Chu

Summary

Two Vietnamese Multicultural Liaison Workers will share their front line 


experiences in connecting school, family and community by highlighting their


recent educational workshops on Internet Safety. This was in response to parental 


concerns about how to deal with their children’s obsessive use of the Internet at


home which can lead to poor attendance, skipping classes, falling marks, 


unfinished homework, lack of outdoor activities and health problems.


Biography

Yung Quach has been a Vietnamese speaking Multicultural Liaison Worker with        


the Vancouver School Board for over 20 years. She works tirelessly to link 


schools, families and the community.


Le Van Chu has worked with youth and families in Vancouver since 1989, and 


joined the Vancouver School Board in 2004. He is well known for his positive,


holistic approach when working with youth and families, and holds confidence


and empowerment as core values of his professional philosophy.


A.M.




O/H & Screen

19. ESL ? LD ? Language ? Learning ? How Can I Tell ? 

Sylvia Helmer

Summary

Increasing numbers of ESL students arriving in our schools also have additional learning challenges. So how would you know if the slow learning progress in language acquisition is an individual’s personal style or a symptom of other learning challenges ? This workshop will provide some guidelines and tips and allow you to ‘experience’ the challenges. Handout provided.

Biography

Dr. Helmer, a teacher and workshop presenter for many years, is Manager of the VSB District Reception and Placement Centre. She has recently been seconded to UBC to teach and supervise a cohort of teachers-in-training (elementary) who are focusing on English as a Second Language.

P.M.




LCD, flip chart & paper

20. ESL in the Classroom

Jane Monchak

Summary

Do you need strategies in the classroom with your ESD students ? This workshop will provide you with some activities to use in the classroom to help expand vocabulary, give opportunities to develop oral language skills and apply both to reading and writing. These activities are designed for intermediate and middle school classrooms. However, with adaptations, they could be used at the primary and secondary levels as well.

Biography

Jane Monchak is from the Campbell River School District. She has been teaching the ESD program and supporting aboriginal students at the middle school level for the past seven years.

21. Where Do I Begin ?

Anne Wong

Summary

In this session, you will be introduced to a potpourri of ideas to get you started in a secondary classroom. Her ideas will focus on lessons that are meaningful and relevant, and strategies that promote active engagement in the classroom. She will address the importance of phonemic awareness, provide tips on how to successfully prepare students for integration into mainstream science, identify the relevance of an ESL curriculum and discuss how technology can be utilized to promote the joy of writing. Come prepared to take away handouts and ideas.

Biography

Anne has been teaching elementary and secondary students for over 20 years. She most recently has focused on teaching Literacy, ESL Reception levels, Transitional and Language Support Classes, and Skills Development. She has been an ESL Department Head for the past 11 years, and has been the ESL Summer School Convenor for Vancouver for the past 10 years.

P.M.

22. Where do we go with what we know ? Stereotypes in Educational 

Settings

Naomi Staddon

Summary

This highly interactive workshop provides a lively examination of the insights and barriers that stereotypes illuminate. How does this work itself out in an educational setting ? How do we move forward ? 

Biography
Naomi Staddon has been working with a variety of ethnic communities on community and capacity building since the mid-1980s. For the past several years, a substantial part of her work has focused in schools and on creating conditions and programs that reduce barriers, assist newcomer children and teens to ‘catch-up’, maximize success in school, and adapt positively within the new culture.

P.M.


Max = 20

TV/VCR (DVD), 3 white/blackboards, flip chart stand and paper.

23. Addressing the Needs of ESL Students With Learning Difficulties

Ying Hoh

Anita Young

Summary

This workshop will discuss typical profiles of ESL students with characteristics

of learning disabilities, identifying some of the things to look for when encountering ESL students who are not progressing as expected. As well, we will identify some of the interventions that can be used, despite the lack of a diagnosis, to support these learners and help them advance in their school programs.

Biography


Dr. Ying Hoh is a registered psychologist who has been working in the Coquitlam      

Board of Education for the past number of years.

Anita Young is the Coordinator, Student Services, in the Coquitlam Board of Education.

A.M.

24. Stress, Depression and Eating Disorders 

Diana Morgensen

Lily Yui

Hing Tse

Summary

ESL students represent a group of students particularly vunerable to the stressors that can often lead to depression and disordered eating. A panel from BC Children’s Hospital will discuss identification, and referral to a treatment program at the hospital’s Eating Disorder Program (Day Patients and In-Patients).

Biography

Diana Morgensen has taught in the US and Canada for 29 years and is currently a Provincial Resource Teacher with the Eating Disorders In-Patient Program at BC Children’s Hospital. She was a presenter at the 2006 International Peace Conference, and is a silversmith artist in her spare time.

Lily Yui is a Special Education Teacher for the Provincial Specialized Eating Disorders Program for Children and Adolescents at BC Children’s Hospital. She organized and developed many of the organizational systems and protocols that make the school program effective and efficient.

Hing Tse is the project Manager, Kelty Resource Centre and Health Literacy, BC Mental health and Addiction Services. She has a Masters of Social Work degree and over 20 years of experience in clinical work, project management, community development, and diversity planning and training for mental health professionals. 


A.M. or P.M.



O/H & Screen

25. Working With Aboriginal Youth

TBA

Summary

This workshop helps participants develop plans to create a welcoming environment, to be inclusive and caring for all Aboriginal youth, and to understand how to work with Aboriginal youth.

26. A Concert of Global Voices

Starla Anderson

Summary

This workshop will describe how students in a Multicultural-Antiracism Club sponsored a school-wide contest and publication of students’ writings about finding a sense of belonging in our multicultural society. An overview of the students’ composing processes and writing will be provided to participants. Curriculum principles inherent in this project will be discussed in terms of oral and literacy development as well.

Biography

During the past 43 years, Dr. Starla Anderson has been a secondary teacher, language and literacy consultant (pre-K – 12), program developer and curriculum developer. She has taught in the teacher training programs at UBC and Uvic since 2002.

A.M.





board and chalk

27. Working With Refugee Students and Families : Unique Challenges,  

Unique Opportunities

Yaya De Andrade

Summary

Particpants will discuss the inpact of traumatic experience in refugees’ learning and development. They will learn intervention strategies that help students to integrate (content) and to adjust (context) . They will watch a video on techniques that assist the recovery from traumatic experiences.

Biography

Dr. Yaya de Andrade is a registered psychologist in Vancouver, and has provided a wide range of direct and coordinating services to refugees through mental health centers, hospitals, schools and a small private practice. She is currently working at UBC providing counseling through Student Development and Services. She is an experienced presenter and leader, and continues to participate in teaching and training projects with colleagues from psychology and other disciplines, locally and abroad.

A.M.





VCR (DVD)

28. Working With Beginners

Jo-Anne Preston

Summary


Working with beginning students is both the most challenging and the most rewarding part of teaching ESL. In this workshop, you will learn a variety of practical techniques to develop communication skills. Come prepared to move and play.


Biography

Jo-Anne Preston is an experienced teacher who has worked with ESL students for many years. She is currently teaching in Campbell River.


A.M.





O/H & screen

                                                                                 Room to move
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